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State of affairs and of Public Opinion at the commencement of ike 
year — Opening of Pdrliament by the Queen in person — Her Majesty's 
Speech — Debate in the House of Lords on the Address — Speeches of 
Earl Dude and Lord Lurgan , the mover and seconder — Attack on 
the Foreign Policy (f the Government by Lord Brougham — Speeches 
of Lord Melbourne and of the Duke of Wellington ; emphatic Lan- 
guage of the latter with respect to France — Address agreed to — 
Debate in the House of Commons — Address moved by Lord Braba - 
zon, seconded by Mr. Grantley Berkeley — Discussion on Foreign 
Policy of the Government — Speech of Mr. Grote in opposition to it — 
His concluding Remarks on the Domest ic Policy of the Ministers— 
Defence of Foreign Policy by Ijyrd John Russell— His Answer to 
Mr. Grote on the Principles of the Ministry — Speeches of Mr. Hume , 
Mr. Milne* , Sir Robert Peel , and Lord Palmerston — Address agreed 
to without division — Remarks on the Queen's Speech, and the Debate, 
and reflections on the Foreign Policy of the Government — Discussion 
on brtnging up the Report on the Address — Sir R. H. Inglis's re - 
marks on Repeal Agitation in Ireland — LordJ. Russel Is Answer — 
Votes of Thanks carried in both Houses to the Officers engaged in the 
Syrian Expedition— Remarks of the Duke of Wellington on the 
Bombardment of Acre — Letter of Sir Robert Stopford in acknow- 
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T HE position of affair* at the lively interest in the public mind 
commencement of the. year which generally attends the period 
1841 was such as excited a less do- of the re- assembling of parliament, 
gree than usual of that keen and Less curiosity appeared to be felt 
Vol, LXXXIJI. [B] 
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as to the measures and events which 
the new session was to disclose, 
less concern and solicitude on either 
side in the struggles and conten- 
tions of the rival parties. This 
might, no doubt, in great part, be 
ascribed to the circumstance, that 
at the time of Which We speak, so 
many of the principal questions 
which in former years had vio- 
lently divided the two great parties 
in the state, had been adjusted or 
laid to rest. The hopes or appre- 
hensions of the public were no 
longer excited by the prospect of 
any further extension of political 
rights ; the outcry for the ballot, 
or an enlargement of the suffrage, 
liad almost ceased. The established 
church seemed to be reposing in 
tranquillity after the storm ex- 
cited by the assaults of the dis- 
senters; and although the condition 
of Ireland, that inexhaustible source 
of controversy and discussion, still 
presented, in the unsettled question 
of registration, the materials for re- 
newed party- warfare, the continued 
and monotonous repetition of Irish 
topics, which had consumed so 
large a portion of preceding ses- 
sions, had naturally created a weari- 
ness and distaste of the subject in 
the public mind, and had worn out 
the interest once so keenly felt in 
the affairs of the sister country. 

In the absence of domestic topics 
of more eliciting interest, the im- 
portant events which had recently 
taken place on the theatre of the 
East, and the brilliant success of 
the British armament on the coast 
of Syria, formed the chief topics of 
general discussion and attention; 
and the unanimity of feeling on 
events of so much national interest 
as these signal achievements of the 
British arms, naturally tended to 
absorb for a time the narrower im- 
pulses of party attachments. The 


Va 


influence of these prosperous events, 
and the credit generally attributed 
by candid men of all parties, to the 
policy and address with which our 
foreign relations had been con- 
ducted to this issue, naturally 
tended, as far as they went, to 
strengthen the hands of the party 
in possession of power, and to in- 
troduce, under more favourable 
auspices, the measures with which 
they might be prepared to meet 
parliament. It was evident, never- 
theless, that the peculiar situation 
of parties in the house of commons, 
which every new election that oc- 
curred was bringing to a still nearer 
equipoise, could not in the nature 
ot things be of long continuance. 

The bare majority by which, in the 
preceding session, by continual con- 
cession aud compromise, and not 
without the forbearance of their 
opponents, the whig ministry had 
managed to carry on the govern- 
ment, had decreased by the casual- 
ties of the recess, and was threat- 
ened with still further diminution ; 
and unless reinforced by some un- 
expected accession of strength, or 
some lucky contingency yet to 
arise in the chapter of accidents, it 
was manifest that the transfer of 
power to the hands of the con- 
servatives, whose strength and con- 
fidence had been steadily on the 
increase, was an event of which 
the exact period only was matter of 
uncertainty. And yet so often be- 
fore had the whig government 
been apparently on tbe verge ol 
dissolution, so many times had i 
weathered the storms which threat 
ened it with destruction, and i 
great was the influence imputed 
the sovereign's reputed predilc 
tion for her present hdvisers, tl 
men were slow to give credit e 1 
to the surest prognostications 
their approaching displacement, 
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regarded the chances of the game 
as still rather in favour of the party 
in possession. Neither the hopes 
nor fern of the community, there, 
fore, were much on the alert when 
parliament met; party-spirit had 
perhaps never been less keen, nor 
speculation less active, in any year 
that had elapsed since the passing 
of the reform act. 

On the 26th of January the 
session was opened by her majesty 
x in person, who delivered cm the 
as occasion the following speech : — 

^ “ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

>$* “ I have the satisfaction to re* 

0 receive from foreign powers as* 
sursnees of their friendly dispori- 
ft® tiros, and of their earnest desire to 
maintain peace. 

^ sa “ The posture of affairs in the 
us Levtnt had long been a cause of 
anesainass and a source of danger 
to die general tranquillity. With 
^ a view to avert the evils which a 
continuance of that state of things 
was calculated to occasion, 1 con* 
eluded with the emperor of Aua- 
^ t tria, the king of Prussia, the em* 
L' i peror of Russia, and the sultan, a 
^ convention intended to effect a pa* 
yfai dficatkm of the Levant, to maintain 
■ Qe 9 integrity and independence of 
^ the Ottoman empire, and thereby 
to afford additional security to the 
* ^ peace of Europe. I have given 
10 directions that this convention shall 
to laid before you. I rejoice to be 
^ shle to inform you that the mea- 
gtft wres which have been adopted in 
execution of these engagements 
^ have been attended with signal 
'id* access, and 1 trust that the ob- 
j*** *hich the contracting parties 
jdfr had in view are on the eve of 
^ being completely accomplished, Jn 
the comae of these transactions ray 
naval forces have co-operated with 
j^i i t hose of the emperor of Austria, and 


with the land and sea forces of the 
aultan, and have displayed upon 
all occasions their accustomed gal- 
lantry and skill. Having deemed 
it necessary to send to the coast of 
China a naval and military force, 
to demand reparation and redress 
for ii\juries inflicted upon some of 
my subjects by the officers of the 
emperor of China, and for indig- 
nities offered to an agent of my 
crown, I at the same time ap- 
pointed plenipotentiaries to treat 
upon these matters with the Chi- 
nose government. 

" These plenipotentiaries were, 
by the last accounts, in negotiation 
with the government of China ; 
and it will be a source of much 
gratification to me if that govern- 
ment shall be induced, by its own 
sense of justice, to bring these 
matters to a speedy settlement by 
an amicable arrangement. 

“ Serious differences have arisen 
between Spain and Portugal about 
the execution of a treaty concluded 
by those powers in 1835, for regu- 
lating the navigation of the Douro, 
but both parties have accepted my 
mediation, and I hope to be able to 
effect a reconciliation between them 
upon terms honourable to both. 

“ I have concluded with the 
Argentine Republic, and with the 
Republic of Hayti, treaties for the 
suppression of the slave-trade, 
which I have directed to be laid 
before you. 

%x Gentlemen of the House of 
Commons , 

“ I have directed the estimates 
of the year to be laid before you. 
However sensible of the import- 
ance of adhering to the principles 
of economy, 1 feel it to be my duty 
to recommend that adequate pro- 
vision be made for the exigencies 
of the public service. 

[B2] 
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•* My Lords and Gentlemen , 

“ Measures will be submitted to 
you without delay, which have for 
their object the more speedy and 
effectual administration of justice. 
The vital importance of this sub- 
ject is sufficient to ensure for it 
your early and most serious con- 
sideration. The jjowers of the 
commissioners appointed under the 
act for the amendment of the laws 
relating to the poor expire at the 
termination of the present year. I 
feel assured that you will earnestly 
direct your attention to enactments 
which so deeply concent the in- 
terest of the community. 

“ It is always with entire con- 
fidence that I recur to the advice 
and assistance of my parliament. 

I place my reliance upon your wis- 
dom, loyalty, and patriotism, and I 
humbly implore of Divine Provi- 
dence, that all your counsels may 
be so directed as to advance the 
great interests of morality and re- 
ligion, to preserve peace, and to 
promote, by enlightened legisla- 
tion, the welfare and happiness of 
all classes of my subjects.” 


with China would be speedily 
brought to a conclusion. Canada 
no longer exhibited symptoms of 
disturbance, but, on the contrary, 
presented grounds for much satis- 
faction with reference to the new 
constitution for the two provinces. 
With regard to domestic politics, 
the country was in the enjoyment 
of quiet. Our agriculture was in 
a state of the greatest prosperity ; 
our manufactures had recovered 
from that depressed state in which 
they had for some time been, and 
had quite resumed that state of 
limited and uncertain prosperity 
beyond which they could not go, 
so long as there existed restrictive 
duties of such a nature as rendered 
it impossible for any foreright and 
caution to prevent the recurrence 
of famine prices and their conse- 
quences. He did not believe, that, 
in the history of this country, a 
better opportunity had ever been 
offered to the spirit and enterprise 
of our merchants. The noble lord 
then referred at some length to the 
state of our commercial affairs, 
with the view of showing that the 
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The address to the throne was principal causes which had hitherto i 
moved in the house of Lords by pressed upon those interests were ’ 
earl Ducie. The noble lord com- either removed or in the course of I 

. . ... V. ' 


menced by saying that he was most 
gratified to find that her majesty 
had received from foreign powers 
assurances of their desire to main- 
tain peace. But dear and valuable 
as peace might be, he was the last 
person to desire that England should 
lose her position among nations by 
a culpable inactivity where her 
active interference was necessary. 
Such was the case which had lately 
arisen in the East, and, in his opi- 
nion, we owed a debt of gratitude 
to the head that planned and to the 
arms that executed the capture of 
Acre. He had every reason to be- 
lieve and hope that our differences 


removal. Before concluding, be 
could not but draw the attention 
of the house to the uniform suc- 
cess which had attended the policy 
of her majesty's ministers. He 
had beard these happy results at- 
tributed to good fortune. He wasof 
a different opinion. He referred to 
the prevalence of domestic quiet, to 
the firm administration of the laws; 
and the prospects of peace and ex 
tended commerce, he thought, wei 
due to the manly and straigbtfoi 
ward course taken by the not 
lord the secretary for foreign i 
fairs. There was one other po 
to which he must call their h 
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ships* Attention ; he alluded to the 
1 ^ safe delivery of her majesty and 
Can the birth of an heiress to the 
opt ® 1 throne. This was a subject of 

coats' thanks to a higher than earthly 

ucfc * power, and there was no reflecting 
) the* person who did not sincerely feel 
pi*® grateful to the all- wise Disposer of 
c pdi» events, that there was now every 
ttjor* hope that the inheritance of the 
ire on throne of these realms would de~ 
rospa? scend in a direct line. The noble 
itfri* lord concluded by expressing his 
in confidence that their lordships 
been.* would cordially adopt this part of 
t tf# 1 the address. The address was then 
p iffp£ read by the noble lord, and was, as 
Id not f usual, an echo of the speech from 
restitf the throne. 

irettk Loid Lnrgan rose to second the 
address. He began by referring to 
•ecufl* the recent operations in the East; 
ei rtf* which he characterised as having 
ere, ^ been undoubtedly carried on with 
aunty imminent risk, especially as re- 
iver * garded the friendship between this 
entfl ? 5 country and France. He was now 
a obk * inexpressibly delighted to hear that 
gtbte 1 her majesty continued to receive 
J 0 from all foreign powers assurances 
, tbii 3 of their desire to be at peace with 
jbitk this countiy. He now felt no 
hesitation in saying, thanks to the 
coai* present glorious minister of F ranee, 
jdi$ 1 that the peace of Europe would be 
$0 preserved. The noble lord then 
form* referred, in terms of great pride 
hep^ and satisfaction, to the recent 
er t : achievements of the British arms 
giito 1 in Syria. These events had proved, 
fle*» notwithstanding what had been 
=ferr«i said of the deficiencies of our navy 
qui* and arsenals, that they were in a 
thfty state of perfect competency for any 
, jpi £ purpose which might he required. 

Nothing had been more conspicu- 
ous <ms throughout these proceedings 
1 4 than the high principles of in- 
tegrity and perfect good faith of 
er f the Britiih government; there was 

icir^ 


no pretence for insinuating that 
England had been influenced in 
the slightest degree by the desire 
of territorial aggrandisement. The 
conduct of our government had 
been honest, sincere, straightfor- 
ward. and forbearing. After some 
remarks on our policy with respect 
to China, of which he expressed 
his full approbation, the noble lord 
briefly adverted to the auspicious 
event relating to her majesty, 
which afforded the house so happy 
an opportunity to offer their loyal 
congratulation. He trusted that 
the address would meet with their 
lordships* cordial and unanimous 
approval. 

Lord Brougham could not let 
the address pass in silence ; he did 
not mean to oppose it, but only to 
remind their lordships, that no one 
who concurred in voting for it 
pledged himself to any proposition 
which it contained. He did not 
find in the present speech, like the 
noble lord who preceded him, the 
assurance from ail foreign powers 
of their desire to maintain friendly 
relations with this country. It was 
so in the speech of last year, but 
not in the present speech, and the 
comparison of the two filled his 
mind with gloomy apprehensions. 
No man could more heartily rejoice 
than himself if the words of the pre- 
sent speech could be applied to our 
present position with regard to the 
French government. To be as- 
sured that the French government 
felt an unabated desire to maintain 
with this country the most friendly 
relations, would relieve him from 
the painful impression that the 
good understanding of the last ten 
years between France and England 
had, at least for the present, been 
terminated, that alliance which 
bad secured the peace of Europe 
and of the world. The recent vie- 
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tones of our troops, however ho- 
nourable to their skill and gal- 
lantry, might be regarded with 
other feelings than those of pure 
and utuuingled congratulation. If 
what bad taken place could be jus- 
tified, it could ouly be on the 
ground of pressing necessity and 
inevitable danger. He did not as- 
sent to the extreme opinion, that 
the best policy for England was to 
isolate herself and take no part in 
the affairs of the continent; but 
there was a wide difference be- 
tween never interfering at all and 
perpetual intermeddling. It was 
of this excess of interference he 
complained. It appeared to him a# 
if men or ministers were acting ?n 
some strange supposition, as if 
there were no difference between 
the British Channel and the Bos- 
phorus, as if Syria were inland* or 
as if the rule of those countries, 
whether by the sultan or the pacha, 
concerned us as nearly aa the rale 
of the French empire under Napo- 
leon. The avowed object of those 
proceedings, by which the peace of 
Europe and alliance of France had 
been injured, was to preserve the 
integrity and independence of the 
Ottoman empire. Since when had 
we begun to think it indispensable 
to, consult for this object? The 
noble lord then referred, to several 
instances of late years, in which, 
as he contended, our conduct bad 
been totally at variance with such 
a policy. Our offer to Mehemet 
Ali, in May, 1840, of the paehalic 
of Acre for life, with the fortress, 
which was the key to Syria— Syria 
being the key to the Taurus — the 
Taurus to the Bosphorus-^and the 
Bosphorus to Constantinople, was 
utterly inconsistent with that ob- 
ject, of maintaining the indepeucU 
ence of the Turkish empire, for 
which we were ready to sacrifice 


the alliance of France, the' only | 
solid basis of the peace of Europe. « 

To talk of renovating or re or- i 

ganiaing an empire which had 
been not for years, but for reigns, 
as if stricken with paralysis, a body 
which bad already decayed and 
fallen to pieces, seemed to him the 
most chimerical object that could 
enter the mind of a statesman. If 
Syria could be restored to Turkey, 
what reason was there to suppose 
that she would be able to hold it? 
The argument urged for our inter- 
ference in behalf of this object was 
that of danger ; this must mean, 
on any doctrine of the balance of 
power, general danger to other | 
countries— danger to the peace of 
the world. That danger meant 
nothing more nor less than danger 
from Russia herself. It was a 
strange thing indeed that our po- 
licy being particularly directed 
against Russia, that very power 
was the. great patron, if not the 
original proposer, of the very policy 
in question. The zeal with which 
that power entered into the design# 
convincingly proved that she was 
to be in reality the great gainer 
from its result. Russia, perhaps 
might lose some temporary advan- 
tages, hut nothing in comparison 
of the certain ultimate furtherance 
of her schemes upon Turkey, which 
this policy would promote. It was 
the alliance of France and Eng- 
land which had made it hopete** 
for Russia to turn her eyes upon 
Constantinople* To see coldness 
and mistrust spring up between 
them was her most cherished a wa- 
in this object she had unbsppdy 
thus far succeeded. The govern- 
ment of France was charged with 
an intention of getting hold 
Egypt for herself. Was it mar® 
likely that France would atteSH^ 
to oa*ry such a design iptft elferi ^ 
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be * she remained at amity with us, or 

Eofs that, if she were separated from us 

x is and gone round to Russia, who 

ich i would most gladly combine with 

rrtjfi her, those two powers should to- 

Sjiit gether accomplish the objects re- 

m * spectirely attributed to them ? He 

hist gave full credit to his noble friend 

item (lord Palmerston) for the address 

jus* i and ability be had displayed on 

Tut 1 this occasion, but, however skilful 

the mode of conducting it had 
in*! been, the policy itself might never- 

tin* theless be entirely wrong. He 

wished, before concluding, to make 
st m me remark respecting the feeling 

ikacf of the people of this country to- 

to out wards France. Let it not be sop- 

pe#i posed, on either side of the water, 

:r 0 that they had ever felt indifferent 

ji dnf to the prospect of a war, or insen- 

t a sible to the inestimable blessings of 

toctp peace with France, if it had ever 

dirt* entered their heads as a practical 

t pot notion, that they were on the 

point of war with France, he knew 
?ak for certain, that an overwhelming 

tits majority of the working classes, 

t edes5 the middle classes, and all the 

si* • liberal party of the nation, would 

it f have risen up as one man, and said 

pcfif to the government, “ The peace 

* ft with France shall not be broken, 

fjqf come what may.” The noble lord 

tte* then paid a high tribute to the 

genius, courage, and military skill 
It* « the French nation, and to their 

yi U honourable and chivalrous cha- 

i^ racier, of which he was sure even 

. 0 ^ the noble duke opposite ( Welling- 

$4 ton) and his brave companions in 

^ wms, would never speak otherwise 

f 0 than most respectfully. The noble 

^ duke had always maintained, that 

gpti France must ever be a great and 

leading power in Europe, and 
^ would have resisted, he was quite 
; 4 any propositions which might 

yj# been mode at the conference* 

0 the great powers is 1814 or ini 


subsequent years, to encroach upon 
or to humble her. Trusting to the 
prevalence of a reciprocal feeling 
of amity cm the part of the French 
nation, he would conclude by ex- 
pressing his earnest hope for con- 
tinued peace between the two 
nations, and for the tranquillity of 
the world. 

Viscount Melbourne said, he 
agreed for the most part in the 
general principles of the able speech 
they had just heard, though he 
could not entirely concur in the 
application of those principles. He 
did not intend to ask the house to 
concur in a vote of approbation on 
the policy which had been pursued 
until he bad laid before them the 
fullest information on the whole 
subject — the clearest statement of 
the whole negotiations: after which 
he hoped he should satisfy them 
that a case bad existed, if not of 
absolute necessity, yet a case of 
stringent policy, imperatively call- 
ing on the government to act as it 
bad done for the purpose of pre- 
serving the peace of Europe. 
Above all, be felt sure that when 
the whole facts were kid before the 
house, they would be satisfied that 
there was not the slightest gronnd 
for the charge of discourtesy to- 
wards France in the manner m 
which the business had been con- 
ducted. His noble and learned 
friend bad asked, what was the 
real object which they had in 
view ? His answer was, the pre- 
servation of peace by the settle- 
ment of the affairs of the Levant, 
and by preserving the integrity of 
the Turkish empire as much as 
they possibly could in the stave in 
which it waa. As to the alleged 
inconsistency of our poliey in for- 
mer years with this object, he 
would not go at length into thoee 
subjects, but with respect to the 


Digitized by Google 



8] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


offers of Egypt and of certain parts 
of Syria to the pacha, all he would 
say was, that they arose from an 
extreme anxiety to settle the mat- 
ter pacifically and to avert the con- 
juncture which had arisen. It 
was evident from papers on the 
table of the house, that it was the 
intentiou of the pacha to establish 
his own independence, to found a 
new Mahoramedan state on the 
shores of the Mediterranean, and 
by further encroachments to make 
himself the sole or the greatest 
Mahommedan power in that part 
of the world. It was the policy 
of the other powers to prevent the 
execution of such a design. In 
his opinion the only charge which 
could justly be made against them 
was that of too long delaying to 
act, but this was owing to their 
earnest desire to act in concert 
with France : to have her co- 
operation with that of the other 
powers in the pacification of the 
Levant. They had been disap- 
pointed in this, but he still in- 
dulged hopes that an agreement of 
opinion would be come to on this 
subject. His noble friend had 
said, that in the course which 
they had pursued they had served 
the ends of Russia, who would 
be the real gainer. What her 
secret designs might be, he could 
not say, but be would suggest that 
it was possible that that power 
might be desirous to preserve the 
peace of Europe, and to put a stop 
to a state of things by which she 
alone might be compelled to inter- 
fere, as she was compelled by 
solemn treaty to do, for the pre- 
servation of the Turkish empire, 
and by which interference she 
might have compromised the peace 
of Europe. He trusted that ere 
long they should see all the great 
powers of Europe united on this 


question with the view of securing 
the peace of the world. But with 
reference to his noble friend's re- 
marks, be felt called upon to make 
this one observation, vi z that it 
was not in the power of any one 
nation to command peace. It 
could not contest the proceedings 
of other nations. He would add, 
that it was not the surest way to 
avoid war, to declare beforehand 
that under no circumstances we 
would resort to that course. 

Lord Brougham explained with 
reference to the concluding re- 
marks of the noble lord, that he 
had never meant to maintain that 
this country ought to go to war 
under no circumstances whatever. 

The duke of Wellington ex- 
pressed his concurrence in the 
address, which he hoped would be 
unanimously agreed to. He was 
one of those who approved of the 
policy of the measures which had 
been taken. The state of things 
in the Levant had for some years 
excited his anxious attention. He 
was happy to say he had reason to 
think that the dangers which me- 
naced the peace of Europe would 
be averted, and that France would 
join the other powers in maintain- 
ing the peace of the world. He 
had heard a good deal now and at 
other times, of what was called 
the alliance between France and 
England. Now it was true, that 
on certain occasions, these two 
powers had acted in concert, and 
apart from the other powers of 
Europe. He knew, however, of 
no other alliance than a good un- 
derstanding between them. At 
other times they had acted sepa- 
rately. On the occasion of the 
negotiations at Verona, where be 
himself was present as ambassador, 
France had acted separately from 
England, yet, England did not 
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then take offence at the course she 
pursued. He could not discover 
in the present proceedings any 
cause for just offence on the part 
of Frauce. The only fault he 
could dad in the present case was, 
that the negotiations had been 
carried on orally, rather than by 
notes according to the usual course. 
If the usual form had been fol- 
lowed it would have been easier 
to decide upon any charge which 
might be made by reference to 
documents. But in his opinion no 
discourtesy had been shown to 
France in the recent proceedings, 

; nor could he see any just cause of 
differenee between the two coun- 
tries. The charges brought by 
Lord Brougham against the con- 
t duct of Russia were, in his opinion, 

t without foundation. In 1830, 

i 1831, and 1832, that government 

t had made the greatest exertions to 

i induce the maritime powers of 

ji Europe to interfere for the pre- 

0 vention of the invasion of Syria 

|} by Mehemet Ali, and if her efforts 

b had been successful the Russian 

j, fleet would not have sailed, nor 

ji would the treaty of Unkiar Ske- 

j l lean have been entered into. He 

t must say that he saw no peculiar 

it advantages that the emperor of 

1 Russia had gained by agreeing to 

i what had been done for the settle- 

meat of the affairs of the Levant, 
l and he believed the emperor was 

it perfectly sincere in working out 

gj the same common object with the 

i other powers, and that he had no 

i such aim as was imputed to him, 

f of seeking to break up the alliance 

between France and England. In 
f answer to the noble and learned 
)r lord’s observations, he would say, 
li that no man living had done half 
a <o much for the preservation of 
ji peace, and above all for the padfi- 
ft cation and maintaining the honour 


of France, and for the promotion 
of her interests, as himself. From 
1814 to the last moment of his 
remaining in office, he had done 
everything in his power to preserve 
the peace of Europe and to keep 
up a good understanding between 
France and England. He re- 
peated that he had done more than 
any one else to place France in the 
situation which she ought to hold 
in the councils of Europe, — from 
a firm conviction, which he felt 
now as strongly as ever, that 
if France were not so placed, there 
was no security for the pence 
of Europe, or for a sound decision 
on any subject of general policy. 
His noble friends here, and his 
right honourable friends elsewhere, 
who were in office with him, were 
as anxious for the preservation of 
peace as any politicians, be they 
liberals or otherwise ; they were as 
anxious that France should take 
that station which became her in 
the rank of nations, and to which 
her power, her wealth, and her 
resources entitled her. The noble 
duke concluded by expressing his 
confident hope and expectation 
that the other powers would suc- 
ceed in reconciling France to the 
settlement of the affairs of the 
Levant which had been effected. 

Lord Brougham expressed his 
regret that he nad given offence to 
the noble duke by what he had 
said, but added, that if he had 
only been the means of drawing 
from him the declaration which 
the house had just heard, he felt 
that he had rendered one of the 
most important services that any 
man could perform at the present 
juncture. 

The address was then agreed to 
without a division. 

In the house of commons, on the 
same day, her majesty’s speech 
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having been read from the chair, 
lord Brabazon moved the address. 
The chief topics which he com- 
mented upon, after congratulating 
the house on the birth of a princess 
royal, were the operations in Syria 
and on the Indus, the war in 
China, the differences between this 
country and France, the projected 
reforms in chancery, the poor-law, 
to the working of which he attri- 
buted a marked social and moral 
improvement in the condition of 
the peasantry ; and to the condition 
of Ireland, . whose only demand 
and only requisite to become a 
contented and happy country was, 
as he contended, the concession of 
equality of privileges and fran- 
chises with those of England. 
This would be but an act of com- 
mon justice. To the repeal of the 
union , however, he was deter- 
minedly opposed, and he implored 
those who were now agitating that 
measure^ to pause ere they brought 
the heaviest calamity on their 
country. The noble lord then read 
the address, which was, as usual, 
an echo of the speech, and ex- 
pressed his confidence that it would 
meet with the unanimous con- 
currence of the house. 

Mr. Grantley Berkley seconded 
the address. He spoke in the 
warmest terms of the recent suc- 
cesses of the British arms in Asia. 
Their triumph in China he con- 
sidered a subject of the greatest 
national exultation. He hailed 
the policy of the noble lord (Pal- 
merston) with satifaction, not only 
in a political and commercial point 
of view, but religiously he was led 
to regard it as the dawning of a 
light that was about to break in 
upon the darkness of that idola- 
trous land. The seeds of a faith 
had been sown which might bring 
forth, future, harvests* He then 


proceeded to give a detailed de- 
scription of the circumstances at- 
tending the bombardment of Acre, 
which he characterised as tran- 
scending all former achievements 
of the British arms of the same 
kind. After slightly touching on 
the condition of Canada, and on 
the topic of slavery, he adverted 
to the domestic circumstances of 
the country, and first to the new 
poor law. This, he said, was 
another instance in which the first 
bias of public opinion had been 
wrong. A prejudice had at first 
been excited against the law, but 
now the poor were beginning to 
feel the beuefit of it, and he could 
speak from personal experience of 
its satisfactory results. The de- 
ceptive schemes of the chartists 
were seen through and discounte- 
nanced, and the working clauses 
had awakened to a sense of their 
absurdity. The interests both of 
the agricultural and manufacturing 
classes were in a prosperous state. 
All these were reasons for the 
highest national exultation, and at 
such a th rice-happy period as the 
present, when all should be eon- 
cord and sunshine around the 
throne, he trusted that they would 
join unanimously in an address of 
loyalty to the throne, and grati- 
tude to Divine Providence. 

Mr. Grote next addressed the 
house, and after characterizing the 
speech from the throne as “ not very 
rich in promises ; presenting the 
sketch of a session a& bkmk in pros- 
pect, as the preceding session was in 
reality, ” he proceeded to a search- 
ing scrutiny into the policy and 
measures of the government with 
respect to the eastern question, on 
which his views widely differed 
from those of the speakers who had 
preceded him. The line of argur- 
adopted by the hdBftMTw 
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number with reference to this 
subject, was very much the same 
as that employed by lord Brougham 
in the other house. Admitting 
the brilliancy of the achievements 
of the British arms, he contended 
that the policy of the expedition 
was indefensible — that England 
had no cause of quarrel or ofience 
against Mehemet Ali, on the con- 
trary, that she had been the gainer 
in many respects by his govern- 
ment in Syria. Even supposing 
France had acquiesced in our mea- 
sures, the alleged object of main, 
laining the independence and in- 
tegrity of the Ottoman empire, 
of guaranteeing the sultan against 
either any externa) aggression, or 
any attempt at self-emancipation 
on the part of any persons in his 
dominions appeared to him to be a 
policy uncalled for, impolitic, in- 
definite, and indefensible, on any 
correct view of international ob- 
ligation* The consequences of 
a£g> ting such a policy were scarce* 
ly to be calculated, seeing that the 
history of the Turkish empire 
showed that the quarrels of the 
pachas one with another, and the 
revolts of pachas against the sultan 
were almost a part of the order of 
nature in that empire. It was 
contended that we ought to inter- 
fere for the sake of frustrating the 
designs of the emperor Nicholas 
upon Constantinople. But if, as 
this argument implied, the only 
mode of counteracting Russian 
designs in this quarter, was to 
outbid that power in offers of ser- 
vice to the sultan, such policy, 
degrading an it would he to this 
country, would present no securi- 
ties agaiist the ambition of the 
emperor, but such as were both 
the moat troublesome, the must 
costly, and the least effective* The 
irni security mbrnb m pare* 


against the acquisition of Con 
stantinople by Russia consists in 
the terror of our arms, in the 
emperor's knowing that he will 
not be permitted by England and 
France to make the attempt. The 
argument, that by these measures 
we are counteracting the designs 
of Russia, is refuted by the obvious 
fact, that Russia is herself the 
grand projector of the enterprise^ 
The Russian negotiator, countBru- 
now, was reputed to be a man of 
distinguished sagacity, and unless 
you suppose him in this instance 
to be suicidally or stupidly ruin- 
ing his own interests, one of two 
things must be true— either that 
Russia has no designs against 
Turkey, in which case our inter- 
ference was needless, or else Russia 
has aggressive designs, but such as 
admit of being as well or better 
executed after the expulsion of the 
pacha from Syria as before it. In 
either alternative, the conduct of 
Russia proves that our Syrian pro- 
ceedings were in no way calculated 
to obstruct her views. He trusted 
that we might escape the terrible 
calamity of an European war, but 
omens mid menaces of warlike pre- 
paration were abroad, and the 
rumours of all Europe being placed 
on an enlarged military establish- 
ment were in themselves no light 
mischief. Entertaining, as he did, 
the highest opinion of the French 
nation, he could not but look 
upon the prospect of a rupture of 
the good understanding between 
France and England, and the re- 
vival of the feelings of 1815, as a 
signal calamity for both* We bad 
gained nothing by our operations 
in Syria to compensate for so great 
a mischief. Granting that the 
eastern question had been settled,, 
the noble lord (Palmerston.) had 
unsettled at t be same time all the 
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relations of Europe. Up to] the 
moment when the quadruple treaty 
was signed, the Ottoman empire 
was still conformable to a settle- 
ment made in 1833, to which the 
noble lord was himself a party — 
the Convention of Kutayah. Me- 
hemet Ali had never violated that 
settlement. The pacha held in 
1840 the same territory which 
that settlement allotted to him. 
The Anglo-Syrian expedition was 
the first direct rupture of this set- 
tlement, and if it was to be set 
aside by the agency of the noble 
lord himself, and a new one to be 
made, the new settlement should 
have been, at least, such as not to 
raise any special grounds of dis- 
^ union among the great powers of 
Europe. If the Turkish empire 
be disturbed by internal dissensions 
it was right we should interpose 
by amicable mediation ; but he 
wished to record his deliberate 
protest against our undertaking to 
maintain the integrity of that 
empire, against spending the blood 
and treasure of the English people 
in providing factitious cement for 
that disorderly mass, to which, for 
ages, nature has denied cohesion. 

continued the honourable 
member, “ in respect to our inter- 
nal affairs we are destined to 
obtain no further progress or im- 
provement, if the cold shadows of 
“ finality ” have at length closed 
in around us, and intercepted all 
visions of a brighter future; if 
the glowing hopes once associated 
with the reform ministry and the 
reformed parliament have perished 
like an exploded bubble, at least, 
in regard to our foreign affairs, let 
us preserve from shipwreck that 
which is the first of all blessings 
and necessities: that which was 
bequeathed to us by the anti-reform 
ministry and the unreformed par- 


liament, I mean peace and accord 
with the leading nations of Europe 
generally, but especially with our 
nearest and greatest neighbours, 
France.” He concluded by saying 
that for these reasons he could not 
concur in any address which spoke 
of our Syrian policy in terms of 
praise or even of acquiescence. 

Mr. James thought, that 'the 
results of the foreign policy of 
the ministers afforded the most 
triumphant proof of their sagacity 
and wisdom, and entitled them to 
the unanimous approbation of the 
house. He hoped they might long 
continue in office. 

Lord John Russell then rose to 
vindicate the policy of the govern- 
ment against the censures of the 
honourable member for London, 
and entered at great length into 
an exposition of his views on the 
subject. The object, he said, to 
which these measures had been 
directed, was one which had al- 
ready received the sanction of the 
house both last year and in the 
course of many years past, viz: 
that of maintaining the integrity 
and independence of the Ottoman 
empire, in order thereby to give 
fresh security for the peace of 
Europe. The importance of that 
object had been admitted by Mr. 
Grote himself, only he differed 
with the ministers as to the mode 
by which it was to be done. That 
honourable member was of opinion 
that the peace of Europe was best 
preserved by interfering as little 
as possible with the general affairs 
of the continent, but usitig, when 
necessary the terrors of our fleets 
and armies. He thought differ- 
ently. He believed that it was 
by allying ourselves with the other 
powers of Europe interested in the 
preservation of the balance of 
power, and by a constant and vigi* 
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lanfc attention to the events which 
may affect that balance, that peace 
would be best maintained and the 
balance preserved. Such was the 
policy of sir Robert Walpole, the 
most pacific minister, perhaps, that 
ever held the reins of power. If 
in the present instance the policy 
recommended by Mr. Grote had 
been pursued, if we had refrained 
from interfering orgiving assistance 
to Turkey, the consequence would 
have been that the sultan would 
have been compelled to look to 
Russia alone for succour, the am- 
bition of that power would have 
been aroused, her projects of domi- 
nion would have risen with our 
inaction, and the terror of our 
fleets and armies would have been 
impotent to arrest her progress. A 
war would have been then the ne- 
cessary consequence. He admitted 
that it was not in every case of 
internal dissension or rebellion 
against the sultan that our inter- 
ference was to be exercised : but 
the honourable member for London 
made no distinctions. Was it to 
be said that when the empire was 
in convulsion — a triumphant and 
powerful pacha shaking off allegi- 
ance, and even aiming at supre- 
macy, and a war hovering over Eu- 
rope, we were to look calmly on and 
not interfere? Cases must be deter- 
mined according to their circum- 
stances, and no inflexible rule of 
interference or non-interference 
could be laid down. The noble 
lord then entered into a review of 
the position of the Turkish empire, 
recapitulating the principal events 
which occurred, from the termina- 
tion of the war which ended with 
the treaty of Adrianople ; the reduc- 
tion of the power of the sultan, — 
his appeals for protection to Eng- 
land and to Russia — his defeat at 
Neaib — the assistance then ren- 


dered him by Russia — and the 
treaty of Unkiar Skeleasi. He 
then referred to the conduct of 
Mehemet Ali, and his repeated 
invitations to the other pachas to 
join him in a rebellion, the object 
of which was to establish his power 
in the heart of the Turkish em- 
pire. Now it might be said this 
did not affect us. Mehemet Ali 
might be as good a sultan as the 
other. But Russia or Austria 
might regard it differently. Rus- 
sia might say, or Austria might 
say, “ I have a treaty with the 
lawful sultan of Constantinople/* 
and that the maintenance of those 
treaties was their interest as well 
as their duty. Russian and Aus- 
trian troops would then occupy 
Constantinople— a war would be 
kindled in the east, and such a 
war as it would have been utterly 
impossible for Great Britain to 
look upon in silence. Such would 
have lien the result of the pacific 
policy advocated by Mr. Grote. 
The noble lord then proceeded to 
enter into a detailed account of 
the course and progress of the ne- 
gations which had taken place 
tween the different powers prior 
to the formation of the treaty, in 
which he gave credit to the em- 
peror of Russia for the most perfect 
good faith and sincerity in co- 
operating with the other powers 
ot Europe to bring about the set- 
tlement of the Levant, and de- 
fended his own government from 
the charge of discourtesy toward 
France, and from all blame of 
producing the estrangement which 
he regretted as sincerely as the 
honourable member for London 
did. That blame justly belonged 
to France, who bad endeavoured 
to give to the difference a national 
colour by appealing to popular 
passions, and bad threatened the 
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peace of Europe by the prepara- 
tion of vast armaments. The noble 
lord quoted extracts from some 
despatches of M. Guizot, who 
attested the sincere desire of the 
English government to draw closer 
the bonds of French alliance, and 
the absence of interested and ag- 
gressive designs manifested by the 
conduct of Russia. For the F rench 
people, he (Lord J. Russell) enter- 
tained the highest esteem and 
admiration, and he could not won- 
der that, when their honour was 
represented as being assailed, much 
popular irritation and jealousy 
should arise; but he did wonder 
that the government of France 
should be so reckless as thus to 
endanger the peace of the two 
countries, and to misrepresent the 
feelings of England towards her 
neighbour. The red reason why 
an agreement could net take place 
between France and the other 
powers was this, that F ranee seem- 
ed to have laid down for herself a 
rule, that whatever Mehemet Ali 
positively refused to do, no co- 
ercion on the part of the European 
powers should compel him to da 
In every arrangement and propo- 
sition made to her by the rest of 
Europe, France had been swayed 
by the determination to look al- 
ways to what would be acceptable 
at Alexandria rather than to what 
would be secure and honourable at 
Constantinople. With reference 
to the operations which had taken 
place since the conclusion of the 
treaty, the noble lord, after highly 
extolling the gallantry of the ex- 
ploit, took occasion to express his 
satisfaction that those events would 
completely refute the imputations 
which it had been lately the fa- 
shion to make against the existing 
efficiency of the navy. He had 
predicted that, if au opportunity 


was afforded, that force Would con- 
found by their deeds all those who 
ventured to doubt their efficiency. 
Such an occasion had been given, 
and had fully verified his predic. 
tions. 

Such was the substance of the 
noble lord’s defence of the policy 
of his colleagues with reference to 
the eastern question, of which our 
space forbids us to furnish a longer 
detail. With respect to matters 
of domestic policy he added a few 
words, which, as they were consi- 
dered of some importance at the 
time as an authoritative declara- 
tion of the spirit and intentions 
of the existing government, wo 
shall subjoin entire:— 

“ I shall not trespass upon the 
house by entering at all upon mat- 
ters of domestic policy, unless fit 
be to state to the honourable mem- 
ber for London that he is com- 
pletely mistaken in saying that 
the government were in any sense 
enemies to improvement. He (lord 
J. Russell) held that a continual 
progress in improvement had been 
made in the commercial affairs, in 
the judicial institutions of the 
country, and in other matters of 
domestic concern; that continual 
progress and improvement formed 
the principles by which he (lord 
J. Russell) and the government 
would be anxious to abide; bat 
while he would not mistake abuses 
for institutions— while he would 
not give to abuses that defence he 
would afford to institutions, so, on 
the other hand, he would not mis- 
take institutions for abuses, and 
attack institutions as abuses in the 
political system. He wished to 
maintain the institutions of the 
country ; he wished not to under- 
take any reform, though called 
improvement, which might be in- 
compatible with those institutions; 
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be wished to maintain the esta- 
blished church, the hereditary 
house of lords, and the hereditary 
monarchy, and if any plans should 
he proposed inconsistent with those 
institutions they would have his 
most decided opposition. If any 
plans should be brought forward 
which, as he thought, tended to 
the establishment of a republic, to 
overturn the church, or to destroy 
the hereditary peerage, he should 
state his sentiments upon them in 
his place, and the grounds of his 
opposition to them; but it was 
not just to contend that resistance 
to the innovation of dangerous 
changes of this kind was a resist- 
ance to all improvement. (Hear, 
hear.) To any improvements that 
could be effected without the dis- 
turbance of the political system of 
the country he wished to be con- 
sidered as the friend, and to such 
he would gladly lend his aid in 
carrying them into effect. He had 
now stated all he thought neces- 
sary at present os to the general 
views of the foreign and domestic 
policy of the government— there 
would be many other occasions 
upon which the opinion of the 
house would be taken upon those 
views. The government was ready 
to have the responsibility of all 
these matters, and while they con- 
tinued ministers of the crown they 
would serve the crown faithfully 
and to the best of their ability." 
(Loud cheers.) 

Mr. Milnes expressed his great 
disappointment at the omission of 
any expressions of regret on the 
rupture which had occurred be- 
tween this country and France. 
He protested against the assump- 
tion that by the treaty of July the 
integrity and independence of the 
Ottoman empire had been secured. 
The word 4 ‘ integrity, ” as it was 


used, was a mere diplomatic fallacy. 
The independence of no state could 
be secured by foreign interference. 
No person could see in the recent 
transactions any thing more than 
a transfer of the Ottoman empire 
from the protectorate of the five 
powers to the protectorate of Eng- 
land and Russia. He did not be- 
lieve that the noble lord (Palmer- 
ston) had really contemplated any 
accession of territory, or any exclu- 
sive advantages to England, but 
for that very reason he objected to 
the great expense and risk which 
had occurred without any compen- 
sating advantage. What had Eng- 
land gained by what had taken 
place since last year ? No advan- 
tage whatever had been acquired, 
but the anger and jealousy of 
France had been aroused, and they 
had been brought to the verge of 
an European war. He accused the 
ministers of shortsightedness, of 
disregard of French history, and 
ignorance of the feelings of the 
French people. He thought, if 
France and Russia had combined— 
to the exclusion of England, as 
Russia and England had now com- 
bined to the exclusion of France, 
the people of this country would 
have risen as one man, and no mi- 
nistry who submitted to such a 
combination could have maintained 
their power. They were now in a 
state of armed peace, which was 
peace without its profits, and war 
without its stimulants, than which 
nothing was more trying to a coun- 
try . F ranee was arming, and Eng- 
land, with all the embarrassments 
arising from the present state of 
her finances, would be obliged to 
arm also. He called on the govern- 
ment for some expression of regret 
on account of our present position 
towards France. He called on them 
to calm the effervescence of France, 
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so as to prepare the way for her 
readmission into the European coa- 
lition, which was the only security 
for peace and the safety of England . 
There was no animosity in this 
country towards France, and there- 
fore he hoped that every member 
who spoke after him would make 
up for the omission in the speech, 
by expressing individually his re- 
gret tor what had occurred, and 
his hopes of a speedy adjustment 
with that country. 

Mr. Hume considered the policy 
of the noble viscount to have been 
not only bad but wicked, for it 
carried desolation and ruin into the 
Syrian provinces, and for no pur- 
pose that he knew of connected 
with the interest of England. He 
blamed the noble viscount for per- 
severing in a policy in which he 
stood alone. It was well known 
that the majority of the cabinet 
were against him. Mehemet Ali 
had never threatened the indepen- 
dence of the Turkish empire: he 
defied the ministers to produce a 
single document to show that there 
was any disposition on his part to 
move against Constantinople. If 
England desired to secure peace, 
all she hod to do was to allow Me- 
hemet Ali and the sultan to make 
their own terms, and settle their 
own differences. He disbelieved 
that the emperor Nicholas seriously 
desired to maintain the integrity 
of the Ottoman empire. All the 
mischiefs which had occurred had 
been caused by the abandonment 
of the principle of non-interven- 
tion. He called the attention of 
the house to the dilapidated state 
of the revenue, which, he said, was 
less productive since the recent 
taxes than before them. There 
was no notice in the speech of the 
state of the revenue — no notice 
of the subject of education, nor 


of the present state of our com- 
mercial regulations, nor of the 
condition of the working classes. 
The honourable member concluded 
by proposing an amendment of his 
own, condemning the war with 
Syria and the expense occasioned 
by it, and deploring the rupture 
with France, and regretting that 
the attention of the house hod not 
been called to the state of the re- 
venue and the distress and discon- 
tent of the labouring classes. 

Sir Robert Peel then addressed 
the house. He commenced by an- 
imadverting on the omissions of 
the speech — the state of Canada — 
the boundary question — Ireland 
and the repeal agitation — the war 
in India, and the inconsequent al- 
lusion to China. It was a most 
successful speech, if the merit of 
such documents consisted in saying 
as little as possible. Applying him- 
self then to the subject of our fo- 
reign policy, he expressed his deep 
regret and despondency at the 
altered state of our relations with 
France, and at the menacing din 
of military preparation. With re- 
spect to France he had never held 
but one language and one opinion 
— that? a cordial understanding be- 
tween France and England was 
essential to the peace and welfare 
of Europe. He did not see so 
fully as some did the advantages 
of an intimate alliance of an ex- 
clusive nature between the two 
states, giving offence to what were 
called the great military and des- 
potic powers of Europe, but he felt 
most strongly that the best interests 
of humanity were involved in the 
maintenance of cordial good will 
and amity between this country 
and France. The French nation 
entertained a false conception of 
the feeling of the people of this 
country towards them. It was not 
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true that we felt triumph at the 
supposed humiliation of France. 
Though she had been called our 
natural enemy, and we had been 
long and warmly engaged in con- 
flict with her, he did not believe, 
that there was any wish on the 
part of this community to see her 
power or authority curtailed, or 
that there would be any rejoicing 
here at any reverses which might 
befal her. At the same time he 
was not prepared to say, that the 
policy which had been pursued, of 
attempting the settling of the east- 
ern question was not justified by 
necessity. We could not disguise 
from ourselves the peculiar relative 
position of the Russian empire and 
of Constantinople. Now, if in the 
present instance we had refused to 
interfere, and if Russia really en- 
tertained the ambitious designs 
imputed to her, where was the 
security against her taking upon 
herself the exclusive protection of 
the Turkish empire ? If, iu con- 
sequence of this, she should gain 
possession of Constantinople, would 
the honourable member for London 
look on such an event with com- 
placency ? He would advocate, in 
that event, our dispossessing her 
hjr force ; but was it not wise to 
adopt that policy which would pre- 
rent Russia from getting there, 
and prevent our being compelled 
to go to war with Russia on ground 
where she must have a great ad- 
vantage over us ? It might be no 
easy matter to make the evacuation 
of Constantinople by Russia one 
condition of peace with us. The co- 
operation of France in the set- 
tlement of this question would 
undoubtedly have been of inesti- 
mable value; but if four great 
powers of Europe, acting, as he 
might assume, with perfect inte- 
grity, were convinced that $he ge- 
Vot. LXXXIII. 


neral interests of Europe required 
active intervention, he was not 
prepared to say, that the refusal of 
one power to co-operate with them 
made it necessary for them to de- 
sist, otherwise that single power 
might acquire an undue prepon- 
derance in the affairs of Europe, 
and might be tempted to extend 
its influence beyond the due range. 
He would, therefore, suspend his 
opinion with respect to the con- 
vention, till the house received such 
further information as the ministers 
had to give ; in the meantime it 
would be injustice to join in the* 
censure pronounced by the amend- 
ment on the parties to that treaty. 
He could make every allowance 
for the sensitive and susceptible 
feeling with which the French 
people might naturally regard a 
revival of the alliance of 1814, 
though there was really no analogy 
in principle between the two trea- 
ties. The circumstances of the past 
history of France rendered it espe- 
cially necessary that there should 
have been no want of courtesy 
shown her in the late negotiation. 
Now, there was one part of the 
proceedings which had given him 
great concern. It appeared, that 
up to the 14th July, the day be- 
fore the treaty was signed, M. 
Guizot was kept in ignorance of 
what was going on. He thought, 
considering the character of M. 
Guizot, and his friendly disposition 
towards England, it would have 
been well to have apprised him, in 
the most temperate and conciliatory 
way, of what was about to be done. 
Such a course would have given 
much less offence than that which 
had been adopted, of first signing 
the treaty , and then communicating 
the fact. The right honourable 
baronet then protested against par- 
liament having been allowed to 
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separate last year without inform- 
ation having been given to it of 
the events then in progress. If 
such conduct were to become a 
precedent, it would undermine the 
authority of parliament. He agreed 
with those who had expressed re- 
gret at the omission of all mention 
of France in the speech. Such an 
expression would have involved no 
concession, and could not have been 
ascribed to any but the real cause. 
He sincerely hoped that the clouds 
which now overhung Europe would 
soon disperse. He deprecated war 
r 4s the most mischievous of all ca- 
lamities ; it would be attended by 
the addition of laxation, the waste 
of capital, the revival of bad pas- 
sions, and other most disastrous 
consequences. It was said that the 
eastern question was settled, but 
he considered that a thousand ques- 
tions might yet arise and create 
difficulties, and that no settlement 
could be efficacious unless they 
could still prevail upon France to 
become a party to it. He thought 
that there was nothing to prevent 
our now taking fresh steps, and 
inviting the interference of F ranee. 
Their recent success afforded a fa- 
vourable opportunity, without in- 
volving any derogatory concessions, 
for again appealing to France to 
join with us, and enter into our 
plans for the interests of the Porte, 
and for the peace of Europe. Sir Ro- 
bert Peel then referred to a letter 
written by marshal Soult on 17th 
July, 1839, in which he laid great 
stress upon the importance of pre- 
serving the integrity of the Otto- 
man empire as an essential element 
of the balance of power ; and con- 
cluded by saying, that he was con- 
vinced that if there were any two 
men who would desire to shun an 
unnecessary conflict with England, 
they were marshal Soult and M. 


Guizot. He ran some risk of doing 
them an injury by the compliment 
he was now paying them ; but he 
could not refrain from expressing 
his hope that these two distin- 
guished men might be successful in 
maintaining peace, and rescuing 
both France and England from the 
calamity of renewed hostilities. 

Viscount Palmerston said, that in 
the concluding part of sir Robert 
Peel’s speech he fully concurred ; in- 
deed, he had gone further than the 
right honourable baronet on this 
question, and had had, on former oc- 
casions, to stand up and justify him- 
self against the charge of attaching 
too much importance to the connec- 
tion. He was persuaded, when the 
French people came to regard this 
subject with cooler temper and 
more deliberate reflection, that they 
would see there had been no dis- 
position to treat them with unfair- 
ness, and that they would come 
round to that better frame of feel- 
ing towards England which was 
so ardently to be desired. He was 
ready to admit and to declare that 
France, possessed as she was of 
vast naval and military power, and 
placed as she was geographically 
in the centre of Europe, could not 
be excluded from the great affairs 
of Europe, and that no transaction 
could be completely or securely 
settled unless she were in one way 
or other a party to it. With re- 
spect to the allegation of sir Robert 
Peel, that sufficient court had not 
been paid to France, in conse- 
quence of the omission to apprise 
her minister that the treaty was 
about to be completed, the noWe 
lord contended that there was no 
ground for such a charge— 'that 
every endeavour had been made to 
obtain the co-operation of France 
-•-that concessions bad been offered, 
and that, after the repeated refusals 
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which she had given to be a party that it was only necessary to refer 


to the arrangement, it would have 
been a mere mockery to have again 
called upon her to revoke her re- 
fusal — that it would have implied 
that our former answer to her was 
not sincere, and would have been, 
in fact, an act of incivility instead 
of a measure of conciliation. More- 
over, it must be obvious to all who 
had read the French debates, that 
if tueh a course had been pursued, 
it would have defeated the success 
of the measures. The avowed ob- 
ject of the French government was 
to gain time by means of negotia- 
tion ; and if the four powers had 
acted in the manner suggested, and 
lost time by submitting the treaty 
for the consent of France, her ob- 
ject of procrastination would have 
been answered, and all operations 
for that year effectually prevented. 
The right honourable baronet had 
said that Parliament ought not to 
have been allowed to separate last 
year without having had the engage- 
ments laid before it into which the 
country was about to enter. To 
have laid the treaty itself before 
parliament, before its ratification 
by the contracting parties, was im- 
potable; but as to the general 
nature of the treaty, it had become 
matter of public notoriety before 
parliament separated, and had been 
twice the subject of discussion in 
that house. Any member, there- 
fore, had it in his power to pass an 
opinion either of censure or ap- 
proval upon these arrangements. 

| It would be the duty of the go- 
1 vemment hereafter to lay before 
the house such facts as would en- 
able it to form a deliberate conclu- 
sion upon these matters. His noble 
| friend lord John Russell had stated, 
m bo able and impressive a manner, 

. the general outline of the grounds 
which their policy had retted. 


to his speech for its justification. 
The object of that policy was to 
avert events which would have 
involved the great powers in the 
most serious difficulties ; its success 
was more rapid and complete than 
those who were best informed on 
such matters could have ventured 
to expect. With respect to the 
omission of all mention of France 
in the address, it was not because 
the government did not feel sin- 
cere regret at her not being a party 
to the treaty, but because it would 
have been unusual, and inconsist- 
ent with the ordinary principle on 
which speeches from the throne 
were framed, to have expressed 
regret at the interruption of a good 
understanding which had not been 
marked by any diplomatic event. 
If either country had withdrawn 
its minister, or taken any distinct 
step interrupting the diplomatic 
relations of the two countries, that 
would have been a public act of 
which the crown might have taken 
notice ; but to have noticed the 
mere existence of an irritation 
which bad been manifested in va- 
rious ways, would have been in- 
consistent with the usual rules 
on which such documents were 
framed. The debate here termi- 
nated, Mr. Hume withdrew his 
amendment, and the address was 
agreed to, and referred to a com- 
mittee. 

It has probably rarely happened 
of late years that the debate on the 
opening of parliament has been 
marked by so complete an omission 
of all topics of domestic concern, as 
on this occasion. Foreign politics 
engrossed the entire attention of 
both houses, and the ministers 
completely succeeded in what we 
think was obviously their design 
in framing the royal speech— that 
LC2J 
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of avoiding any issue which might 
have involved a trial of strength 
with the opposite benches, and 
choosing for their battle-field a 
question on which little hazard of 
a conflict could be anticipated. De- 
siring to secure a favourable and 
auspicious opening for the new 
campaign, they prudently took 
their stand upon that branch of 
their policy of which the present 
results at least had been confes- 
sedly brilliant and decisive. The 
consciousness of numerical weak- 
ness prompted them, on the other 
hand, to observe a cautious silence 
in the speech upon topics nearer 
home, a discussion upon which 
might have led to a less favourable 
result, and might have weakened 
the precarious tenure on which 
they held their power. With re- 
spect to that question which thus 
formed the almost exclusive subject 
of debate — the treaty of July, and 
the operations which followed — 
we think it will be generally agreed, 
upon a candid review of the argu- 
ments by which lord Brougham and 
Mr. Grote on the one side attacked, 
and viscounts Melbourne, and Pal- 
merston, and lord John Russell on 
the other defended, the ministerial 
policy, that the justification of the 
measures of the government was 
on the whole satisfactory and com- 
plete. It was clearly shown, we 
think, that while no exclusive ad- 
vantages for England were aimed 
at by the measures pursued, her 
interest, as identified with those 
of the great commonwealth of Eu- 
ropean powers, had been wisely 
consulted, and that her interference 
had been imperatively required to 
preserve the independence and in- 
tegrity of the Ottoman empire, an 
object which, by the common con- 
sent of the great powers of Europe, 
and iq the opinion of the wi.sest 


statesmen, was an essential element 
to the balance of European power, 
under the peculiar circumstances 
in which Turkey and Russia were 
relatively situated. Nothing was 
established which could justly im- 
peach the sincerity and good faith 
of the latter power in these trans- 
actions, and though it was objected, 
with some show of plausibility, that 
it was absurd to suppose that any 
additional security against the de- 
signs of Russia could be gained by 
operations in which Russia herself 
was a leading agent, yet, on the 
other hand, there is irresistible 
force in the reasonings by which 
lord John Russell ana sir Robert 
Peel demonstrated the formidable 
consequences which might have re- 
sulted to the other powers of Eu- 
rope if, while they remained pas- 
sive, the sultan had been driven by 
the terror of his encroaching vassal 
to throw himself upon the exclu- 
sive support of Russia, which would 
have led to the establishment of 
that power in the exclusive pro- 
tectorate of the Turkish empire. 
We think it will be equally dear, 
in the judgment of those who may 
hereafter peruse the history of these 
transactions, that France had really 
no just cause for complaint or angry 
feeling on account of her exclusion 
from a share in the arrangements 
of the other powers. That exclu- 
sion was entirely her own act, and 
her conduct from first to last, in 
these transactions, only deserves to 
be characterised as petulant, selfish, 
and inconsistent ; while the at- 
tempt to excite the sensitive feel- 
ing of nationality among her peo- 
ple against England, as having 
wounded her honour and thrown 
slight upou her dignity, was justly 
condemned by some of the speakers 
in this debate, as in the highest 
degree unworthy of her gpvern- 
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ment. The objection suggested by 
sir Robert Peel, that more regard 
might have been shown to the 
situation and personal feelings of 
M. Guizot, by apprising him be- 
forehand of the intended comple- 
tion of the treaty, seems to us, if 
not entirely cleared up by the ex- 
planation of viscount Palmerston, 
yet not materially to alter the merits 
of the case, far less to vindicate the 
spirit with which these transactions 
were resented by the French na- 
tion. But in whatever light the 
conduct of France may be viewed, 
we cannot but regard the language 
used with reference to her, by the 
leading speakers in both houses, as 
both admirably prudent and well- 
timed in their pacific effect, and as 
exhibiting a spirit of forbearance 
and magnanimity truly worthy of 
British statesmen. The anxious 
regard for the honour and true in- 
terests of our ancient rival mani- 
fested by such men as the duke of 
Wellington and sir Robert Peel, 
could not but produce a most tran- 
quiUising and beneficial result on 
the public mind on both sides of 
the channel, while the earnest de- 
sire which they expressed for her 
restoration to her rightful share in 
the counsels and operations of the 
powers of Europe, was peculiarly 
dignified and becoming, both as 
uttered in the flush of a success 
achieved without her assistance, 
and as a striking contrast to the 
petulant and irritable spirit which 
a large portion of the French nation 
had so recently displayed towards 
Great Britain. Practically such ex- 
pressions as these made ample 
amends for the omission, so much 
commented on, of all allusion to 
Francein the royal speech, for which 
the very unsubstantial technicality 
pleaded by viacount Palmerston 
will probably be scarcely deemed 
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a valid apology, as indeed there 
cuu be little doubt that it was not 
the operative reason. To soothe 
the wounded feelings of our neigh- 
bour was, therefore, a task which 
devolved upon, and was certainly 
most adequately discharged by, the 
statesmen in opposition to the go- 
vernment. 

Another omission in the royal 
speech was afterwards made the 
subject of observation. On the 
bringing up of the report on the 
address, sir R. H. Inglis called the 
attention of the government to the 
recent alarming agitation of the 
repeal question in Ireland, and to 
the inflammatory language held by 
Mr. O’Connell on that subject. 
Large meetings had been held in 
some of the principal towns of Ire- 
land, at which hundreds of thou- 
sands had been present. The Irish 
government had thought it neces- 
sary to move troops to the support 
of the civil power, in consequence 
of these proceedings. Mr. O’Con- 
nell had recently said, that the re- 
peal of the union was now become 
a vital question, and that every 
man henceforth must take his stand 
as a conservative or a repealer. He 
wished to know if the noble lord 
(lord John Russell) was prepared to 
adopt this alternative; if so, to 
which division he meant to attach 
himself. 

Lord John Russell answered, 
that though, in his opinion, a no- 
tice of subjects of th is kind was in 
some cases called for in the royal 
speech, there were others in which 
such mention served only to give 
additional weight and importance 
to the agitators of popular feel- 
ing, and was consequently better 
avoided. H is noble f riend the lord - 
lieutenant of Ireland had recently 
spoken out in very plain terms on 
tnis subjectj and that might be 
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considered a sufficient declaration 
of the sentiments of the govern- 
ment. He did not accept the dictum 
of the honourable member for Dub- 
lin, nor feel. bound to his alterna- 
tive of conservatism or repeal. 

The subject was then dropped. 

In the house of lords, on the 4th 
of February, the earl of Mioto 
moved the thanks of the house to 
admiral sir Robert Stopford, G.C.B., 
and the officers and men under his 
command in the late operations on 
the coast of Syria. His lordship 
paid a just tribute to the merits of 
that portion of the British fleet 
which had been employed on this 
occasion. After a few words of 
approbation from lord Colchester, 
the duke of Wellington, in terms 
of the most earnest and cordial na- 
ture, expressed his admiration of 
the services performed by those 
engaged in the glorious expedition 
under discussion. He considered 
the present achievement one of the 
greatest deeds of modern times, but 
thought it his duty to warn their 
lordships that they must not al- 
ways expect that ships, however 
well commanded, or however gal- 
lant their seamen might be, could 
be capable of engaging success- 
fully with stone walls. The vote 
was then carried unanimously, and 
on the following day lord John 
Russell moved the thanks of the 
house of commons to the same gal- 
lant individuals. He gave a short 
narrative of the reduction of Acre, 
and bestowed a warm eulogy on 
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the services of those who achieved 
it. v The political questions con- 
nected with the Syrian war did 
notarise upon the present occasion. 
But, referring to the improvements 
of modern times in the arts and 
machinery of war, he wished to 
observe that their successful results 
were owing in a great degree to 
the character of the men who had 
applied and directed them — a cha- 
racter formed and exalted by the 
institutions of a great and free 
country, and combining in a re- 
markable degree the qualities of 
valour and of prudence. 

Lord Stanley seconded the mo- 
tion. He agreed that the political 
merits of the contest were not now 
in discussion ; the present duty of 
the house was only to record their 
high opinion of the officers and 
men who had done so much honour 
to their country. He was anxious, 
on the part of his own side of the 
house, to express, that whatever 
might be the differences of party, 
there was but one feeling among 
men of all politics on the subject 
of the country's success, and of the 
gallantry of her forces. 

Viscount Ingestre, sir R. Ing- 
lis,and other members, warmly sup- 
ported the motion, which was car- 
ried unanimously. 

On the 6th of April, a letter 
from sir Robert Stopford, acknow- 
ledging in suitable terms the vote 
of thanks, was read to the house 
by the speaker, and ordered to be 
entered on the journals* 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


[23 


CHAPTER II. 

Poor Law Amendment Act — Expiration of the power of the Commis- 
sioners — State of Public Opinion and division o f Parties with respect 
to the Law — Efforts of the Press — Lord John Russell moves for 
leave to bring in a Bill — Vehement Opposition of Mr. Wakley and 
other Members— Speeches of Sir F. Burdett and Lord John Russell — 
Debate on second Reading — Speeches of Mr. I)’ Israeli, Mr. Wakley , 
Mr. Gaily Knight , Sir Robert Peel , Viscount Honick } and Lord John 
Russell — Division on the second Reading — Motion of Mr. Toivnlcy 
Parker, that the Bill should be committed that day six months , re- 
jected by a large majority — Strictures of Sir Robert Peel on the lan- 
guage used by the Commissioners in their public Documents — Obser- 
vations of Lord G. Somerset and Viscount Sandon to a similar effect — 
Renewal of power of Commissioners for five years carried — Discus- 
sion upon Union Schools and compulsory Education — Speech of Sir 
Robert Peel thereupon — Mr. Colquhouns motion for the appointment 
of Chaplains to Unions — Remarks — Ultimate fate of the Bill at the 
dissolution of Parliament — Return of Mr. Walter for Nottingham — 
Progress and working of the Poor Law in Ireland — Inquiry in the 
House of Lords respecting Clonmel Union — Resolution of the House 
respecting the Secretary to the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland. 

T HE powers of the poor-law the laws relating to the poor in 
commissioners, which had England.” 
teen limited by the act of parlia- Although much diversity of opi* 
meat to a period of five years, nion, and even considerable excite- 
would, in due course, have expired ment of feeling, existed at tbia 
at the close of the present year, time with respect to the principles 
The speech from the throne ad- and working of the new poor-law, 
verted to this among the very few perhaps upon no single measure 
topics of domestic concern which introduced of late years has the 
were touched upon, as calling for public mind been less affected by 
the earnest and immediate atten- those party feelings which influ- 
tion of parliament. Accordingly, ence the views taken of almost 
on the 29th of January, lord John every question submitted to the 
Hussell moved, in the house of legislature. The whigs, as a body, 
commons, for leave to bring in might indeed be said generally to 
‘‘ A hill to continue the poor law be in favour of the new system, 
commission for a time to he limited, but among those who usually sup- 
aad for the further amendment of ported them, though differing by 
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various degrees of liberalism, were 
many who regarded with invete- 
rate hostility, and who loudly de- 
nounced, the law, its authors, the 
commissioners, and all the agents 
concerned in its execution. The 
language held on this subject by 
some men of wild and extreme po- 
litical views was of a very inflam- 
matory nature, and had been em- 
ployed with very exciting effect on 
several occasions. On the other 
hand, while the leaders of the con- 
servative party in parliament had 
avowed a distinct though modified 
assent to the measure, such could 
by no means be described as the 
general feeling of that body, which 
comprised numerous persons as de- 
cidedly and strongly opposed to it as 
any among the radicals themselves, 
and who frankly expressed dissent 
from their usual leaders and guides 
with reference to this question. 
The discontent felt by the oppo- 
nents of the measure was sedu- 
lously fanned and kept alive by a 
portion of the public press, which 
industriously gave publicity to 
every case of alleged mismanage- 
ment or oppression on the part of 
those invested with authority by 
the act, and strove to foment, upon 
popular grounds, an opposition to 
the proposed renewal of the powers 
of the commissioners. These ef- 
forts were not without effect, and 
the difficulties experienced by the 
ministers in the progress of the 
measure which we are now about 
to record, may doubtless, in a great 
measure, be referred to the active 
endeavours of the press to repre- 
sent opposition to the authority of 
the commissioners, as an evidence 
of regard for the interests of the 
poorer classes, and to inculcate it 
as the best recommendation to 
popular favour. 

On lord John Russell's moving 


for leave to bring in his proposed 
bill to continue the powers of the 
commissioners for ten years, and 
to make certain amendments and 
alterations in the act, several mem- I 
bers spoke strongly in opposition 
to it. 

Mr. Wakley objected in strenu- , 
ous terras to the course proposed. | 
He denounced the principle of the 
act as harsh and tyrannical, the in- | 
stitution of the commissioners as , 
both expensive and useless. He 
was surprised that a ministry call- 
ing itself reformed should propose 
the continuance of such a law after 
the experience they had had of its 
pernicious and most cruel working. 

He wished to know what duty the 
commissioners were to do ; whether 
the law was to be in their will or 
in the statute-book. The office he 
held (as coroner for Middlesex) 
gave him opportunities of know- 
ing how much the law was dis- 
liked by the middle classes ; they 
considered that the workhouse had 
been made a place of torture in- 
stead of protection, with a view to 
deter the poor from asking any as- 
sistance. Among the poor, also, » 
the abhorrence to the only species 
of relief which the law allowed of 
was still more strong. He knew 
of two instances that occurred in 
one week, of persons who preferred 
death rather than resort to the 
workhouse j they declared they i 
would rather die than be separated 
from their children in the manner 
proposed by the new poor-law, 
and they did die, rather than go 
into the workhouse. The honour- 
able member referred to the case of 
the Kensington union, where, as 
he alleged, fathers, mothers, sons, 
and daughters were located in four 
different houses in different parish- 
es, and, after descanting on the 
harshness, inhumanity, and im- j 
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policy of the law, declared his ir- 
reconcileable opposition to any ex- 
tension of the office of the com- 
missioners. 

Mr. Waklev's views were sup- 
ported by several members. 

Sir F. Burdett said, he had al- 
ways disapproved the principle of 
the new poor-law, as unconstitu- 
tional, and repugnant to the habits 
and feelings of the people ; and he 
did not think the proposed bill 
could be so framed as to render it 
a permanent measure, or one which 
the country ought to adopt. The 
system could never be made palat- 
able to the people of England. 
Men who loved the public liberty 
could never be reconciled to the 
tribunal at Somerset-house, and it 
was the universal feeling, that that 
at any rate should be abolished. It 
was impossible to frame unbending 
laws for remote places and un- 
known circumstances without the 
greatest mischief. He thought 
that parliament had done a most 
dangerous thing in introducing so 
cruri an experiment, and he would 
support any motion for its repeal. 

Mr. Hume urged the gross 
abuses of the old system, and the 
necessity for some such reform as 
this law had introduced. The rules 
were not unbending ones — the 
commissioners had been entrusted 
with a discretion. Great benefit 
had been produced by the law, and 
the house ought to do their best 
to make it still more usefuL He 
doubted, however, the expediency 
of extending the continuance of 
the commission to so long a period 
as ten years. 

Lord John Russell observed, that 
it would of course be for the house 
to determine the duration of the 
commission. It would have been 
the easiest course for himself to let 
the powers of the commissioners 
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expire; but he thought his duty 
required him to deal positively 
with so important a subject. The 
labouring classes must depend on 
wages, on public relief, or on pri- 
vate charity. The old system con- 
founded all these, and put the 
honest and industrious on a level 
with the idle and vicious ; and it 
pretended to do that by public re- 
lief which only private charity 
could effect. It was easy for the 
parish officers to be charitable at 
the expense of others; but their 
alms did not create the mutual 
good feeling which real charity 
begets. The amendment of the 
old law had proceeded, therefore, 
upon the principle that wages 
should be a just reward for labour ; 
and thereupon it was presently 
found that persons, before regarded 
as idle and worthless, became in* 
dustrious and useful. The wise 
principle was that of the act of the 
43rd of Elizabeth, which distin- 
guished the relief of destitution 
from the wages of work. To exe- 
cute the amendment of a system so 
essentially vicious, there was a 
necessity for assistant as well as 
for general commissioners. Lord 
Althorp had proposed to make the 
experiment under those commis- 
sioners for five years, but had not 
intimated that their office was ne- 
cessarily to determine at the end 
of that period. He should be de» 
ceiving the house if he were to 
hold out that there was any inten- 
tion on the part of government to 
propose any considerable alteration 
or relaxation in the main prin- 
ciples of the existing sytera. 

Leave was given to bring in the 
bill on the 8th of February. The 
second reading being moved, a long 
and important debate took place. 

Mr. D' Israeli first rose to op- 
pose it, trusting that, as members 
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bad been taunted with a silence in 
the house unsuitable to their de- 
clarations on the hustings, the 
house would indulge him with a 
hearing. It was impossible, he 
said, to conceive any revolution 
affecting more deeply than the 
poor-law the happiness of the 
people. The parochial constitution 
of England had been destroyed for 
a mere pecuniary benefit, which, 
after all, had not been obtained. 
The expenditure was now on the 
increase ; and we should soon have 
to pay, under a system of abuse, 
as much as was paid under the 
abrogated law. The statute of 
Elisabeth might be defective or 
obscure, but the new scheme of 
shutting up your pauper popula- 
tion in prisons was, upon the prin- 
ciples of human nature, impractic- 
able. He admitted that the con- 
trolling power under the new 
scheme must be central, hut he 
thought it might also be local ; it 
might reside in the chief city of 
each district. In the bill he 
fpund not only unions, with the 
objections belonging to them, but 
unions of unions, with all these 
objections proportionally increased. 
Here were powers to the commis- 
sioners quite without precedent ; 
centralization, after all, was a prin- 
ciple rather applicable to material 
than to moral government. A me- 
tropolitan control might be cheaper 
and more convenient than a pro- 
vincial one; it might make go- 
vernment strong and society weak, 
but he would rather have a stroug 
society and a weak government. 
He was persuaded that the mea- 
sure had produced much disaffec- 
tion, and he would move that the 
present bill should be read a second 
time on that day six months. 

Mr. Wakley seconded thisamend- 

snen |* He said, that if the pria- 
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ciple of the bill were really the 
establishment of a distinction be- 
tween vice and misfortune, no man 
would have objected to it ; but it 
had been honestly explained that 
the bill had no such object, that 
the object of it was merely to pre- 
vent the poor from starving. And 
this was cheered by the liberal side 
of the house ; such was the libe- 
rality of the reformed ministers 
and members l In the name of 
the poor and laborious people, he 
appealed to the great conservative 
party. The landed gentlemen were 
the natural leaders of the people— 
to them the poor must look, not to 
the manufacturers, who wanted to 
lower the price of bread, knowing 
that wages must come down in 
proportion. The commissioners, on 
a hint no doubt from ministers, had 
made a report, showing ingeniously 
the expediency of their receiving 
their salaries for ten years longer. 
They said the poor showed no gra- 
titude ; none was called for. The 
poor had right, by law, to the re- 
lief they got, and owed no thanks 
for that. It had been matter of 
complaint that the poor-rate had 
increased, but had not population 
and property increased as largely ? 
In the ten years preceding the new 
poor law, the poor-rate bad in- 
creased about one and a half pec 
cent., the population about sixteen 
per cent. ; and the property, as 
appeared by the returns of the 
legacy-duty, had increased by the 
amount of betweeu 6 , 000 , 000 /. and 
7,000,000/. The new poor-law 
had transferred the votes in the 
election of guardians from the oc- 
cupiers to the owners. This was 
done by a liberal government 5 but 
if this kind of liberality was still 
to guide them, the sooner they 
ceased to be a government tbe 
better. The people had come to 
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consider the house and its prac- 
tices as adverse to them. The 
principle of this act was a base and 
ferocious one, tending to stimulate 
the bone and muscle of this coun- 
try to forcible resistance. He 
sketched the life of a man who, 
baring toiled from fifteen to sixty, 
finds his strength decaying, and 
his employers no longer willing to 
continue his accustomed wages. 
He applies for aid ; he begs the 
guardians, rather than insist on 
his entering the poor-house, to let 
him have a little relief in his own 
cottage. They tell him that they 
would gladly do so, but that the 
commissioners forbid it I We had 
been told that this law would raise 
wages, hut it had not done so. 
How was it to raise wages? It 
could do so only by combinations 
among the working men against 
their employers. The impression 
of the people was now, that par- 
liament wished to preclude all re- 
lief whatever, in the poor-house or 
out of it. In the Kensington 
linion were 25,000 inhabitants, and 
only one relieving officer. St. 
Luke’s had 40,000 inhabitants, and 
only one officer and one assistant. 
He then specified some particular 
cases of abuse. Whatever the 
cruelties or oppression committed 
in the poor-house, the pauper had 
no appeal, no redress ; he could 
not go out to complain. By the 
present bill, the powers of the 
commissioners, already so great as 
to be driving every respectable man 
from the boards of guardians, were 
to be made still greater, and the 
powers of the guardians still less. 
The guardians had not even power 
to allot a separate sleeping-room 
to an infirm old couple, without 
the leave of the Somerset-house 
oommiwuoners. He wondered that 
the gentlemen of England would 


act under such a control ; indeed, 
he was sure they would not brook 
it, but for their desire to aid their 
poor neighbours. As to the al- 
leged reduction of the poor's-rate, 
it was a delusion. Charges for- 
merly paid from the poor's- rale 
were now transferred to the county- 
rate ; and all that John Bull got, 
was to pay from his left-hand 
pocket instead of his right. 

Mr. Q. Knight was not sur- 
prised that gentlemen inveighed 
against this law, for it was an easy 
road to popularity. He begged the 
house to remember the evils of the 
old system, and especially the pay- 
ment of wages out of rates. The 
enemies of the poor were not these 
who sought to raise their wages 
and habits, but those who deluded 
them with a false sympathy. Not 
only had a saving heen effected, 
but the condition and comforts of 
the paupers themselves had been 
improved. As to the case sug- 
gested of a man forced into a poor- 
house at sixty, it was of no appli- 
cation, for at sixty, the commis- 
sioners allowed out-door relief. 
Though this law proceeded from 
the whigs, he would not the Imb 
support it, being a good law ; for 
the question was too important to 
be decided upon party considera- 
tions. 

Mr. Buck would not concur 
with the absolute opponents of the 
hill, but he thought that some of 
the clauses must be amended. He 
mentioned a case where a county 
magistrate had been summoned 
before an assistant commissioner 
under circumstances of unwarrant- 
able indignity. 

Mr. Muuta disliked the law, for 
making no difference between the 
respectahle and the dissolute poor. 
He related a case of an industri- 
ous man thrown out of employ by 
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his master’s failure, who had en- 
dured great privation rather than 
go into the poor-house, having been 
told that he could not be admitted 
without selling off his goods, and 
being apprehensive that he should 
not easily get a character on coming 
out again. There ought to be 
some distinction between rural dis- 
tricts and those great towns in 
which hundreds of people were 
sometimes thrown out of work at 
a blow. He would do his utmost 
to prevent the passing of this bill 
in its present state. 

Mr. Liddell would oppose the 
bill, to record his disapprobation of 
the proposal for continuing the 
commissioners during ten years 
more. Such a continuance ap- 
peared to him little less than a 
perpetuity. His own experience 
was chiefly in a rural district, and 
he could not say he was aware of 
any improvement produced by the 
present system, either in economy 
or in the condition of the poor. 
Even if there should not be a ma- 
jority against the second reading, 
he hoped the ten years’ continuance 
clause would never be suffered to 
become law. 

Sir Robert Peel said, the two 
great questions were, the continu- 
ance of the experiment, and the 
centralization of the management. 
We were too apt to forget past 
evils, and to dwell only on the 
present. The state of things which 
preceded the present law was the 
ground of the course he took. He 
cited some evidence taken before a 
committee on agriculture, show- 
ing that in certain parishes, as the 
amount of money relief had in- 
creased, so had also the demoraliz- 
ation of the labouring classes. If 
the legislature thought that com- 
pulsion into the poor-house would 
relieve the industrious man from 


the payment of rates to relieve his 
idler neighbour, and eventually 
raise the character of the idle 
themselves, surely the measure 
was justifiable, although individ- 
ual cases of hardship roust occur. 
And he believed that even under 
the old system there were many 
hardships, which, as the districts 
were small and insulated, were not 
heard of, as abuses were now in the 
large unions, where so many peo- 
ple were assembled. After the great 
expense incurred (though expense 
was certainly a secondary consi- 
deration ) he should not like to see 
the experiment abandoned, espe- 
cially as nothing was suggested in 
its room. It had been said there 
was no aggregate saving ; for that 
if there were less laid out in rates 
there was more laid out in wages. 
That was the very object ; it was 
thus that the poor had benefited 
from the poor-law. In supporting 
the principle of this bill he must, 
however, reserve to himself the 
right of questioning several of its 
clauses. He had great doubt, for 
instance, as to the expediency of 
the ten years’ continuance. Five 
years, and then, if necessary, five 
years more, might be a safer ar- 
rangement. Besides, a good deal 
must depend on the personal cha- 
racter of the commissioners for the 
time being. He hoped, too, that 
the Jaw would not be executed 
with strict rigidity ; and that, in 
matters of feeling, such as church- 
yard burials, there would be a due 
deference to the natural sentiments 
and wishes of the people. More- 
over, he thought there should be 
noencouragement tofurther unions. 
Indeed, he apprehended that the 
principle of these unions had al- 
ready been carried too far. 

Mr. T. Duncombe said, the pre- 
sent system wanted amendment; 
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but this bill contained nothing ex- 
cept aggravation. Sir Robert Peel 
bad taken thought about the burial 
of the poor ; he wished the house 
would respect the feelings of the 
poor while living. This measure 
went to repeal all the local acts of 
parishes ; but the people of Eng- 
land would not submit to be dis- 
franchised at the will of three 
gentlemen in Somerset- house. The 
bill had been brought to its present 
stage with indecent baste. 

Mr. F. Maule said, there had 
been quite sufficient time for its 
consideration, inasmuch as it was 
almost the same with the bill of 
last year. Mr. Wakley had belied 
the poor $ they were not the per- 
sons who had disturbed the public 
peace by discontents ; nor had they 
shown any of that tendency to 
combination which he had enlarged 
upon. The present question was 
not a pecuniary one ; and even if 
it had increased, instead of dimin- 
ishing the rates, he would not have 
grudged that additional cost . I f the 
measure was to be carried on, it 
could be only by a central manage- 
ment. So little were the boards 
of guardiansfit for the uncontrolled 
execution of the duty, that there 
was hardly any abuse of the old 
system of which some or other of 
those boards had not solicited the 
restoration. 

Sir E. Knatchbull would not 
oppose the second reading, though 
he objected to many of the clauses, 
and wished for a good deal of re- 
laxation in it 8 working. He in- 
stanced, from his own neighbour- 
hood, a class of recent cases where 
the distress had arisen solely from 
the continuance of severe weather, 
and where it would have been right 
that the guardians should possess 
a power to give out-door relief, 
hum the impossibility that, during 


a frost, the poor, however willing 
to work, should obtain employ- 
ment. 

Viscount Ho wick believed the act 
of 1834 to be one of the most bene- 
ficial measures ever passed, and 
rejoiced, therefore, that no one had 
gone so far as to propose the resto- 
ration of the old system, though 
he thought the adoption of Sir E. 
Knatchbull's views would grad- 
ually bring that system back. Out- 
door relief given under pressure 
would be an example discouraging 
provident habits. It had been ob- 
jected, that men would endure 
much suffering rather than enter 
the workhouse. That was the very 
thing desired. It threw them on 
their own efforts, and the efforts 
of their friends. It was only on 
the abandonment of those efforts, 
under the old system, that the cha- 
racter and condition of the English 
peasantry had declined. He ap- 
proved the renewal of the term for 
len years, in order to prevent agi- 
tation, by proving that there was 
no intention of giving way. Some 
difficulty would arise about the 
burials, because the poor-houses 
were generally in the neighbour- 
hood of large towns with crowd- 
ed church-yards, and the parish 
churches of many of the inmates 
were necessarily distant. 

Mr. Darby urged the importance 
of consulting the people's feelings 
on the subject of burials. He 
thought it an important security 
to the country to limit the term of 
renewal. It was an error to sup- 
pose that the new law restored the 
principle of the 43rd of Elisabeth ; 
if it had, there would not have 
been the present opposition to it. 
The workhouse was not really the 
fair test it was supposed to be, for 
an industrious man, attached to bis 
home and family, would refuse it, 
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when an idle one would take it. 
The true test between these two 
classes was to offer them hard 
work. Where a man had more 
children than he could maintain, 
it was consistent with the statute 
of Elizabeth that some of them 
should be supplied with work. 

Mr. Rice held it to be indispen- 
sable that the management should 
be in a central board. The most 
eastern part of Kent, where no out- 
door. relief was given, was the dis- 
trict of the county where wages 
were highest. He should support 
the second reading, in the hope, 
however, that the bill would be 
amended in many particulars. 

Mr. W. Attwood observed, that 
almost all the supporters of the 
second reading had made it a con- 
dition of their eventual support, 
that the bill should receive great 
alterations, of which the tone of 
its authors gave little reason to ex* 
pect the accomplishment. Hither- 
to the commissioners had wholly 
disregarded the suggestions made 
for the mitigation of their prac- 
tice ; and as every thing showed 
mitigation to be hopeless, he had 
no alternative but to oppose the 
second reading. 

Sir E. Filmer said, he would 
give no vote ; for he could not 
conscientiously support the second 
reading, and, on the other hand, he 
did not wish, by voting for the re- 
jection of the bill, to negative all 
alteration in the existing law. 

Mr. Langdale wished for a pro- 
vision, enabling paupers of all de- 
nominations to attend their re- 
spective places of worship on Sun- 
days. 

Mr. Janies said, that in bis 
county the original unpopularity 
of the poor-law had almost dis- 
appeared, and the law was work- 
ing most beneficially. He was 


favourable to this bill, though he 
did not like the separation of aged 
couples. 

Mr. Fielden believed that the 
new poor-law tended not, as had 
been said, to raise wages, but rather 
to lower them, and he would op- 
pose this bill in every shape and on 
every occasion. 

Lord John Russell contended that 
the new poor-law was founded on 
the principle of the statute of Elisa- 
beth, which goes at once to relieve 
the old and infirm, but requires 
from the able-bodied a test to dis- 
tinguish whether they are willing 
to perform labour if it be found 
for them. The duke of Welling- 
ton had acted on this principle in 
allotting relief during a famine in 
India.- It had been said, that hard 
labour was a better test than the 
workhouse ; but he thought ex- 
perience was the other way. Then 
came the question, whether the 
workhouse test would admit any 
considerable relaxation ; but there 
had been no suggestion offered 
which would not, in his opinion, 
bring bade the evils of the old 
system. Sir E. Knatchbull had 
pleaded for outdoor relief in a sea- 
son of severe frost. If that were 
given this year, you must give it 
next year likewise, to such as might 
be destitute of work, though the 
weather should be less severe. 
Thus, step by step, the ancient 
evils would be brought back. The 
present law was for the benefit of 
industrious labourers, whose wel- 
fare the former system destroyed. 
Here he read some evidence to 
show what had been the mischief 
of paying wages by rates, and how 
much those mischiefs were com- 
plained of by men who would fain 
have been industrious. He en- 
treated the house not to admit the 
recurrence of so injurious a slate 
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of things, nor seek popularity by 
undermining the independence of 
the labourers. He would not 
enter into detail ; but he should 
regret to see tbe period reduced 
from ten years to five. 

Upon a division, the motion was 
carried by a majority of 147, the 
numbers being — ayes, 201 ;noes,54. 

Although the principle of the 
bill had been thus affirmed by a 
large majority in the house of 
commons, yet on several subse- 
quent occasions the attacks upon it 
were renewed by its opponents, 
among whom the most conspicuous 
were Mr. T. Duncombe, Mr. 
Wakley, Mr. Fielden, General 
Johnson, Mr. Attwood, and colo- 
nel Sibthorp. Upon the motion 
for the committal of tbe bill, Mr. 
Townley Parker moved, and Mr. 
Grimsditch seconded the motion, 
that it should be committed on 
that day six months; the com- 
mittal, however, was carried by a 
majority of 196. On this occasion 
some weighty observations were 
made by sir Robert Peel upon the 
language adopted by the commis- 
sioners in some of their public 
documents. He thought that, with 
the best intentions, there was oc- 
casionally a harshness displayed in 
the vindication of certain princi- 
ples, which might be avoided con- 
sistently with the maintenance of 
die law, and the avoidance of which 
would tend to fortify the powers 
of the commissioners. To give an 
illustration of this, he would take 
for instance an official circular 
published by the poor-law cora- 
missioners; one of those public 
documents directed by the board 
to be printed chiefly for the use of 
the guardians. In one of those 
papers he found the following ex- 
pressions : — “ One principal object 
of a compulsory provision for the 


relief of destitution, is tbe preven- 
tion of almsgiving." Why, he heard 
the noble lord, lord John Russell, 
himself say, that the poor-law 
would completely fail in effect if 
the affluent withheld their alms. 
That was perfectly true ; and he 
should abominate the poor-law if 
he thought it relieved the rich 
from the duty of almsgiving. He 
was perfectly certain the poor-law 
would fail if the affluent, relying 
upon its provisions alone, however 
improved the system of adminis- 
tration might be, felt that the mo- 
ral obligation on them to attend 
to the wants of their poorer neigh- 
bours, was thereby extinguished. 
It was no such thing. In point of 
fact, the relief of the poor must 
mainly depend on the rich and 
affluent $ and therefore it was un- 
wise in the commissioners to issue 
a public document announcing 
that a principal object of a com- 
pulsory provision for the relief of 
destitution was the prevention of 
almsgiving. One object might be 
the prevention of mendicancy, or 
vagrancy, certainly not of alms- 
giving. It was a complete dese- 
cration of the precepts of the 
divine law — “Give alms to the 
poor “ Turn not your face from 
the poor man." He only men- 
tioned this as an illustration of 
the great advantage and wisdom 
of weighing the expressions which 
might be used, so as not to give ati 
impression of unnecessary harsh- 
ness. Indeed, he did think, with 
respect to the public documents 
put forth by the commissioners, 
independently of the use of parti- 
cular expressions, that their general 
tone and character might be im- 
proved consistently with the main- 
tenance of the principles of the 
law* He would not enter further 
into the matter at present. 
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* Upon another occasion observa- 
tions to a similar effect were made 
upon the tone held by the commis- 
sioners. 

Lord G. Somerset said, that with 
sincere respect for the commis- 
sioners and their motives, he 
must think that much of the un- 
popularity of the bill was owing 
to that harshness of style, and to 
that arrogance and assumption of 
infallibility which pervaded their 
documents and correspondence. 
They had interfered with every 
thing, whether properly within 
their sphere or not. The conse- 
quence was, that not only the 
lower orders, but the community 
in general, had a strong feeling 
against them. 

Lord John Russell took credit to 
the government for their selection 
of the commissioners, which had 
been made without reference to 
political considerations; and ex- 
pressed his opinion that on the 
whole they had executed their 
office very judiciously. If they 
had erred in any thing, it was only 
in some assertions of a theoretical 
character introduced into their do- 
cuments. Arrogance was not a 
fault which they had deserved to 
be charged with. As well might 
he impute that fault to the noble 
lord, because he sometimes ex- 
pressed his opinions strongly in 
that house. It was not fair to 
shift any odium which the law 
might have generated upon the 
heads of the able and deserving 
persons employed to administer it. 

Viscount Sandon was willing to 
do justice to the private characters of 
the commissioners, but could not 
shut his eyes to the severe and 
overbearing language in which 
they were accustomed to address 
all persons questioning their opi- 
pions or authority, or complaining 


of any of their subordinates. They 
had always taken the niggardly, 
never the bountiful side. They 
had al ways protected their officers, 
never countenanced inquiry into 
facts. If they had made them- 
selves, as they ought to have done, 
mediators between the guardians 
and the poor, they would have 
been universally beioved ; but, in- 
stead of this, they had devoted 
themselves wholly to the enforce- 
ment of their own theory— the 
impracticable theory, that the law 
can make all men frugal, sober, 
and steady, and cause the poor to 
cease out of the land. 

After a great deal of discussion, 
the first <3ause, continuing the 
power of the commissioners for 
five years, was carried by a majo- 
rity of 166, the government having 
given up the longer period of ten 
years first proposed, in deference 
to the opinion expressed by sir 
Robert Peel and other members. 
An amendment moved by Mr. H. 
Hinde, restrictive of the powers of 
the commissioners was rejected by 
a large majority. 

The re-establishment of the 
powers of the commissioners being 
determined on, the bill proceeded 
through committee, being, how- 
ever, considerably delayed in its 
progress by a great variety of 
amendments, suggested by mem- 
bers on both sides of the house. 
To several of these amendments, 
not materially affecting the prin- 
ciple of the bill, lord John Russell, 
before they came on for discus- 
sion, announced the assent of the 
government. Two amendments 
which gave rise to discussions of 
considerable interest, deserve a 
short notice. The first of these, 
involving the question recently 
raised as to the right of the state 
to enforce compulsory education 
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upon its members, according to 
the Pnusian system, arose upon 
the 10th clause, which empowers 
the commissioners to combine uni- 
ons for the management of infant 
poor. It was moved by Mr. B. 
Wood upon this clause, that in 
order to authorise such a com- 
bination, the consent of a ma- 
jority of each board of guardians 
should be required. Mr. Goulbum 
and lord Stanley, supporting the 
amendment, objected to the prin- 
ciple of compulsorily removing the 
children of the poor from their 
families and local connections. 
They also observed, upon the ab- 
sence of any provision in the 
clause for the spiritual instruc- 
tion of the children, which, they 
urged, ought to be afforded them 
according to the religion of the 
state. 

Lord John Rusaell asserted the 
principle of compulsory instruc- 
tion. He insisted that parents, 
who, from necessity, threw their 
children on the state, had no right 
to prevent the state from giving 
them a useful and religious edu- 
cation. He objected to the ap- 
pointment of a chaplain of the 
church of England to be attached 
to these schools as a grievance upon 
the dissenters, who would be an- 
noyed at having a new tax levied 
for such a purpose. 

Mr. Slaney advocated the sys- 
tem of union schools in opposition 
to that of a workhouse education 
which must necessarily be an im- 
perfect one; but he wished that 
each school should be provided 
with a chaplain of the church of 
England. 

Sir R. Peel said he had come to 
the conclusion that the best mode 
of education for the children of 
the state was by the congregation 
of a great number in one school. 
Voi. LXXXIII. 


He should cordially support the 
proposal for annexing a chaplain 
of the church of England to every 
school. To show the benefits of 
such an annexation, he read extracts 
from Dr. Kay's report. He would 
not leave to the casual inspection 
of clergy not^ connected with the 
school so important a duty as that 
of instructing the ignorant and 
perhaps vicious children admitted 
into the institution. He was not 
willing, however, to sanction the 
principle of compelling parents to 
part with their children. A severe 
frost might suspend the agricul- 
tural) labour of a man with a 
wife and six children, and force 
them into the workhouse. In two 
or three weeks the parents would 
get into employment again. Thus, 
if meanwhile the children had 
been sent to one of these distant 
schools, the parents would have 
become entitled to reclaim them 
after only a few days’ sojourn 
there. If the children had not 
been sent thither, but kept in the 
workhouse for those few weeks, 
they would have been living for 
that time without any instruction 
at all, unless you had a double 
establishment — a workhouse in- 
struction as well as an instruction 
in the school. Nor did he think 
it quite clear that it was right 
compulsorily to take even an ille- 
gitimate child from a mother to 
whom perhaps it was the only con- 
solation, and who, though seduced, 
might not be vicious. With pro- 
per modifications he would support 
the clause. 

Mr. Langdale objected to the 
doctrine that the state was to edu- 
cate every child adopted by it in 
the state religion , without regard 
to the religious creed of the 
parents. He spoke with reference 
to the Roman catholic body to, 

[D] 
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which he himself belonged, and he 
could scarcely believe that he had 
rightly understood the expressions 
of sir R. Peel. 

Sir R. Peel explained, that if 
both or either of the parents ob- 
jected to the child's instruction in 
the religion of the state, he did 
not desire to force that religion on 
that child. 

A division took place on Mr. B. 
Wood's amendment, which was 
carried against ministers. 

Mr. Colquhoun then moved an 
amendment upon the same clause, 
providing for the annexation to 
each union school of a chaplain 
belonging to the church of Eng- 
land, with liberty to those children 
whose parents, or whose sponsors 
after the parents* death, should 
disapprove the church doctrines, to 
be attended by other religious 
teachers. The words “natural 
guardians of the child/* were after- 
wards, at the suggestion of vis- 
count Sandon, substituted for “ the 
sponsors." 

Mr. Hawes and Mr. Ward, on 
behalf of the dissenters, opposed 
the proposition, and lord John 
Russell at first objected to it, but 
afterwards upon the terras of some 
slight alteration acceded to the 
clause as amended, which was 
affirmed upon a division. 

It was justly observed at the 
time, that this amendment of Mr. 
Colquhoun's, although apparently 
sanctioning a principle favourable 
to the church, in reality by no 
means involved any concession on 
the part of those who represented 
the dissenting interest, since the 
clause, expressly provided, that in 
the event of the parents or natural 
guardians of the children objecting 
to the doctrines of the church, a 
minister of their own persuasion 
should be appointed and should 


receive such salary at the poor-law 
commissioners should decide. The 
practical effect of this amendment 
if it had afterwards become law, 
would, it is obvious, have actually 
carried the recognition of dissent 
by the state somewhat further 
than has been hitherto thought 
consistent with the principle of an 
exclusive religious establishment, 
since under its regulations, upon 
the mere expression of an opinion 
on the part of the parents or guar- 
dians of children, the commis- 
sioners would have been not only 
empowered, but required, to ap- 
point an unlimited number of 
salaried dissenting chaplains to 
every district school. Such a con- 
sequence was perhaps hardly at- 
tended to, as it was not distinctly 
pointed out during the discus- 
sion, or it is probable that many 
members of the house would 
have objected to the unquestion- 
ably large concession which it in- 
volved. 

It would be tedious and useless, 
considering the fate which this 
bill eventually mpt with, to pursue 
the history of its discussion upon 
the several clauses, which occupied 
a large portion of the time of the 
house of commons during this 
session. Our object has mainly 
been in this account of the pro- 
gress of a measure which ulti- 
mately proved abortive, to illus- 
trate the state of feeling and 
opinion prevalent in the house 
respecting that most important 
alteration in the laws affecting the 
poor, which had been recently in- 
troduced. To enter further into 
detail would be superfluous, ** 
this measure, after undergoing so 
much discussion, finally shared the 
fate of several other important 
measures, as we shall have occa- 
sion to relate when we come to 
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the transactions which immediately 
preceded the dissolution of par- 
lisnent. 

It would be improper to con- 
clude our account of the transac- 
tions relating to the poor-law in 
this session, without some notice 
of the remarkable result of an 
election of a member for the town 
of Nottingham, which took place 
in the latter part of April. Not- 
tingham had for thirty years been 
a stronghold of the liberal party ; 
and the chances of a Conservative 
candidate would have seemed un- 
der ordinary circumstances to be 
very small. Upon the death of 
sir Ronald Ferguson, however, Mr. 
Walter, formerly M.P. for Berk- 
shire, and well known as a principal 
proprietor of the Times newspaper, 
announced himself as a candidate. 
—The politics of this gentleman 
were well known to be strongly 
Conservative, and he was opposed 
by Mr. Larpent on the whig side ; 
but throwing aside all other ques- 
tions, Mr. Walter boldly took his 
stand upon the ground of an un- 
compromising hostility to the new 
poor-law, and so successfully did 
be appeal to the feelings of the 
electors that, by inducing them to 
merge all other differences in a 
cordial sympathy on this one ques- 
tion, he was returned by a majority 
of 238 over his liberal opponent. 
This result produced a great im- 
pression at the time throughout 
the country, and tended much to 
animate the zeal of the enemies of 
the obnoxious law. That the effect 
was owing entirely to a temporary 
junction of opposite political in- 
terests was clearly evinced by the 
very different result of the contest 
which followed upon the general 
election, when Mr. Walter was 
left far behind his former unsuc- 
cessful opponent on the poll. The 


warmth of feeling on the subject 
of the poor-law had apparently 
by that time subsided or given 
way to the pressure of other 
questions of still more exciting 
interest. 

The annual report published by 
the poor-law commissioners for the 
year 1841, contains an account of 
the progress which had been made 
in carrying that measure into 
effect in Ireland. They state that 
the total number of unions which 
had been declared was 127, and 
that only three more remained to 
be formed, which would make the 
total number required. Great 
progress had been made in build- 
ing the necessary workhouses, 
fourteen of which, at the date of 
this report had been completed 
and opened for the paupers. Of 
course, the system had not been 
sufficiently long in operation to 
warrant the commissioners in ex- 
pressing a decided opinion respect- 
ing its working and effect, yet they 
state that their experience, so far 
as it enabled them to judge, 
afforded good hopes of the re- 
sults of the measure, and that it 
would produce very important 
indirect benefits to the several 
localities. 

A protracted enquiry took place 
in the house of lords, in the 
early part of the session, respect- 
ing the falsification of certain 
returns from the office of the 
poor-law commissioners in Ireland, 
relative to the election of a re- 
turning officer for the Clonmel 
union. The subject was brought 
before the house by the earl of 
Glengall, and Mr. Nicholls, one of 
the poor-law commissioners, and 
several of the assistant-commis- 
sioners, were examined before the 
house. The result of the enquiry 
was to fix the misconduct upon 
CD 23 
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Mr. William Stanley, the secretary 
of the poor-law commissioners. 
The conduct of this gentleman was 
affirmed, upon a resolution moved 
by the earl of Glengall, to be a 
contempt of the house, but Mr. 


Stanley having resigned his office, 
and being stated to be in a very 
weak state of health, the house 
agreed to waive further proceed- 
ings against him. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Affairs of Ireland . Registration of Voters — Lord Stanley revives his 
measure of 1840 for Reform of Registration — Motion for leave to bring 
in the Bill — Speeches of Lord Stanley and Lord Morpeth— Mr. 
O'Connell moves adjournment — It is negatived by 261 to 71 — Lord 
Morpeth introduces a Bill on the same subject— Its leading pro - 
visions— Definition and extension of the elective Franchise proposed 
by it — Feeling of different parties in the House on the occasion — 
Speech of Lord Horvick — Debate on second reading of Lord Mor- 
peth's Bill — Severe denunciation of the ministerial tactics by Lord 
Stanley— Mr. C. Wood supports the Bill — Debate continued for four 
successive nights — Speeches of Sir W. Follett and Mr. C. Butler— 
Allusion of the latter to our Foreign Relations — View of the Bill 
taken by Mr. Slaney — Exposition by Sir J. Graham of the progress 
of ministerial concessions to the Repeal party — Speeches of Mr. 
O'Connell, Sir R. Peel , and Lord J. Russell — Second Reading car- 
ried by a majority of 5 — Postponement of Committee on the Bill — 
Severe remarks thereon by Lord Stanley — Language of Mr. O’ Con- 
nell , and of the Irish Press , on the Registration question — Lord 
Stanley's Bill postponed — Alteration in the ministerial Bill announced 
by Lord Morpeth— House goes into Committee— Lord Homick moves 
an amendment on the first clause — It is opposed by Lord Morpeth — 
Speeches of Mr • C. Wood, Lord Stanley, Mr. O'Connell, Lord John 
Russell, and Sir R. Peel— Amendment carried by 291 to 270 — Ad- 
journment of the House — Statement of Lord John Russell on 28 lit 
April— He acquiesces in Lord Howie k's Amendment — Statement of 
lord Horvick — Debate thereupon — Altercation of Mr. Ward and 
Mr. Hume — Various divisions on amendments and other motions— 
Curious confusion of the debate * terminating in a majority against 
the Government of 11— Lord John Russell throrvs up the Bill— Re- 
marks qf Sir R. Peel— Reflections on the effect of the preceding 
transactions upon the character and prospects of the Government. 


r IE proceedings in the house 
of commons upon the subject 
of the registration of voters in Ire- 
land, which occupied a consider- 
able portion of the session of 1 840, 
hut terminated without any legis- 
lative result, will be found recorded 


at some length in the preceding 
volume. A reference to them will 
show, that when lord Stanley 
found himself at length compelled, 
by the. incessant and systematic 
opposition of the ministerial party, 
to give up his attempt to carry his 
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bill through the house, be de- 
clared his determination to intro- 
duce a similar bill at so early a 
period in the next session as would 
enable him, in spite of such at- 
tempts as had hitherto proved too 
successful to thwart his object by 
delay* to carry it into a law, which 
might come into operation no later 
than was proposed by the original 
bill. In pursuance of this pledge, 
lord Stanley, on the first day of 
the present session, gave notice of 
a motion for leave to bring in a 
bill to amend the laws relating to 
registration in Ireland. The go- 
vernment, however, had this time 
adopted another plan for defeating 
the measure. A rival plan was 
prepared, to be submitted to the 
preference of the house. The no- 
tice of lord Stanley was followed 
by one from viscount Morpeth, but 
it was announced that the ministe- 
rial bill was to include that object, 
the omission of which had been 
made so strong a ground of objec- 
tion to lord Stanley's — namely, a 
definition of the qualification for 
the franchise. The motion for 
leave to introduce lord Stanley's 
bill was fixed for the 3rd of Feb- 
ruary — for that oF the ministers, 
two days later. On the former day, 
lord Stanley opened his plan to the 
house. He said, he did not con- 
ceive it would be needful for him 
to trespass at any length on the 
attention of the house, since the 
bill which be had now to propose 
was founded on the same principle, 
and embodied nearly the same pro- 
visions, as that which last year he 
had introduced, which was then so 
much discussed, which was affirmed 
by the house on the second read- 
ing* and, but for the delay which 
had arisen, would now have been 
law. The abuses of the registra- 
tion system were universally ad- 


mitted, and a remedy was abso- 
lutely necessary. He would briefly 
point out the main provisions which 
he intended to apply to these evils. 
First, the abolition of certificates 
as evidence of the right of voting, 
and the substitution of annual re- 
gistration, on the English system ; 
together with a public notice, simi- I 
lar to that required in England, on | 

the part of the person seeking to I 
establish h$s claim to the franchise. i 
Also, to appoint other places be- I 
sides the quarter-sessions towns for i 
the work of registration, which j 
should form the business of a se- | 
parate circuit. The next altera- ’ 
tion related to the appeal from the 
decision of the assistant-barristers. 

At present the sole remedy was by 
resort to that universally-depre- 
cated tribunal — a committee of 
the house of commons. If this re- 
medy were taken away, some other 
mode of appeal must be supplied. 

He had Bought in vain to find any 
more free from objection than that 
which he had proposed last ses- 
sion, namely, the appeal to a judge i 

of assize, to whom also he meant | 
to give a discretion in awarding * 
limited costa in cases of frivolous I 
or vexatious appeal. He would, I 
however, introduce a provision to I 
obviate all objection to this part of 
the bill, to exempt from costs, in 
all cases, the party coming forward 
to support the decision of the 
court below. There had been an 
association formed since the bill of 
last year was discussed, having for 
its object the investigation of the 
registration question, the estab- 
lishment of objections to his (lord 
Stanley's) bill, and the support of 
the government views on the sub- 
ject. He wished to avoid all irri- 
tating topics in this discussion, and 
would speak with all respect of 
that association, but he wcw most 
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anxious to show to the house that, 
on the main grounds on which his 
measure had been so vehemently 
attacked last year, he had the full 
concurrence of the Ulster associa- 
tion. These points were, the abo- 
lition of certificates, the registration 
before the assistant-hamster, and 
the formation of a court of appeal, 
in lieu of a committee of the house 
of commons, with the power of 
awarding costs in certain cases. 
Such were the points of agreement ; 
—what, then, were the points of 
difference? The first was, whether 
the registration should be annual 
or quarterly. He had formed a 
strong opinion that it ought to be 
annual, and a majority of the house 
last year had pronounced that opi- 
nion. In the next place, as to 
costs : — the Ulster association pro- 
posed that costs should never in 
any case be given as against the 
claimant, hut that they should be 
given &8 against the objector in all 
esses in which he failed to establish 
his objection. He proposed, on the 
other hanc(, that as against either 
party costs, never to exceed 51 ., 
should be given where either claim 
or objection was frivolous or vex- 
atious. This proposition he could 
not but think was the more equit- 
able of the two. An amendment 
had been proposed by the attorney- 
general for Ireland, to the first 
clause of the former bill, and car- 
ried by a small majority, the effect 
of which would be to make the 
name of the voter, once placed 
on the register, for ever after im- 
moveable, except for disqualifica- 
tion subsequently arising, however 
originally destitute of qualification 
or right he might have been. All 
such votes would be swept away, 
if the right of objection were made 
annual, as in England ; but he did 
lot propose to go so far as this. 


For the sake of protecting the 
voter who was once on the register, 
he would propose that he should 
remain on for life, unless the ob- 
jector could establish an absolute 
disqualification against him, such 
objector, in the event of failing to 
do so, being liable to costs. With 
respect to persons who should have 
obtained certificates, he was willing 
to concede that they might remain 
on the register without question 
so long as their certificate had to 
run. On another point he was 
prepared to remove an objection 
which had been urged against his 
bill. In the form of notice of ob- 
jection to be served on the voter, 
he was willing to propose that the 
grounds of the objection should be 
formally specified. He had now 
referred to all the points of differ- 
ence which existed between his 
plan and that of the Ulster liberal 
association. He would now advert 
to a point not included in the bill ; 
but Mr.O’ Connell had given notice 
of an intention to move the ad- 
journment of the house, unless he 
(lord Stanley) introduced into his 
bill a clause for the purpose of de- 
fining the franchise. He would 
now, therefore, distinctly state his 
intention to introduce no such 
clause. He saw clearly that if he 
wished to carry this bill, or to 
carry any bill, he must separate 
the two objects. The propriety of 
this course bad been affirmed by a 
large majority of the house last 
year, upon a motion made by Mr. 
O'Connell himself for combining 
the two questions ; and many 
members of the government had 
then voted with him (lord Stan- 
ley) against coupling the question 
of franchise with that of registra- 
tion. He admitted the difficulties 
arising from the divirion of opi- 
nion among the judges on the 
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question of franchise, but he felt 
convinced that if he attempted to 
settle that question by the present 
bill, the attempt would fail, the 
session would pass away before 
any thing was done, and the 
abuses of the registration would 
be prolonged for another year. In 
conclusion, lord Stanley said, lie 
wished to discuss the provisions of 
this bill in the most friendly tem- 
per and spirit; he would respect 
the arguments of such as should 
oppose his views ; and he would 
readily bow to the decision of the 
house on any points not involving 
the principles of his measure. 

Viscount Morpeth said, that he 
had no intention of opposing lord 
Stanley's introducing his bill. He 
observed, however, that its main 
features remained the same as last 
year. He had already given notice, 
on the part of the government, of 
a bill which they meant to intro- 
duce on the next day but one fol- 
lowing, and in that bill it was his 
intention to ask the house to con- 
cur in determining the qualification, 
as well as the mode of registering 
the voter. He was sure that no 
measure, having the latter object 
in view, could be complete or satis- 
factory without a concomitant de- 
finition of the franchise. 

Mr. O'Connell delivered an angry 
and bitter speech against lord Stan- 
ley, in which, however, he evaded 
discussing the grounds upon which 
the bill was introduced, and, con- 
trasting the population of some of 
the Irish counties with the number 
of votes on the registers, and the 
relative proportion of voters to the 
entire population in Ireland and 
England, inquired whether the 
noble lord grudged so small a num- 
ber of voters to so large a popula- 
tion as that. Was this the enor- 
mous multiplication of fraudulent 


voters complained of? Was this 
an union between the two coun- 
tries ? He thought that lord Stan- 
ley ought not to be allowed to 
introduce his bill before that of 
the government was laid before 
the house. The noble lord's object 
was, not to amend the registration, 
but to give & death-blow to the 
liberties of Ireland. He (Mr. 
O'Connell) would meet him foot 
to foot ; and he now moved that 
this debate be adjourned till after 
the 4th instant, when the govern- 
ment measure would come on. 

Lord John Russell said, that his 
objections to the measure of last 
year were very little diminished 
by lord Stanley's present state- 
ment. He could not but view 
with much jealousy and alarm a 
measure to reform abuses in the 
registration, which was to act en- 
tirely by way of restriction. The 
bill proposed to retain the franchise 
as it existed according to law, but 
also proposed that that franchise 
should be ultimately determined 
by a court of law. He must say, 
without any imputation of undue 
bias to the judges, that the general 
tendency of courts of law was to 
restrict the franchise by technical 
definitions and distinctions. Now, 
if parliament were to pass a hill 
by which the whole franchise 
would be left to the decision of the 
courts of law, he could easily ima- 
gine that, in. no long? time, the 
effect would be its ultimate limi- 
tation to a very small number of 
persons. They should be very 
careful that, in raising up a barrier 
against the fraudulent voter, they 
did not throw obstacles in the way 
of rightful claims to the franchise. 
He could easily imagine cases in 
which parties possessing good right 
to the franchise might be so ha- 
rassed by the trouble, expense, and 
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difficulties to be incurred in main- 
taining their rotes, when repeat- 
edly objected to, as to prefer 
abandoning tbeir claims altogether, 
and thereby to throw discourage- 
ment upon others similarly cir- 
cumstanced. On the whole, he 
believed it would be impossible to 
settle this question thoroughly, and 
with any satisfaction to the people 
of Ireland, without including the 
consideration of the franchise in 
any measure proposed for reform- 
ing the registration. He could 
not, however, deny, that the noble 
lord was quite justified in the 
course he had that night taken ; 
and after the sanction given by 
the house last year to the general 
prindpleof the measure, he thought 
there was no parliamentary ground 
for refusing leave to bring in the 
hill, and he should vote for the 
motion. A division then took place 
on Mr. O'Connell's motion of ad- 
journment— Ayes 71 ; Noes 261 
—Majority 190. 

Two days afterwards the go- 
vernment bill for the same object 
was brought into the house of com- 
mons by viscount Morpeth. The 
main features of the plan, so far as 
it related to the registration of 
voters were, to abolish certificates, 
to make the register conclusive of 
the right to vote, except where dis- 
qualification by matter subse- 
quent appeared, to establish an 
annual revision of the registers, 
and to give a right of appeal, 
equally to the claimant and the 
objector. The main point of dif- 
ference between this bill and lord 
Stanley’s, consisted in the tribunal 
to whom the appeal was to be 
made. The government proposed, 
for this purpose, the erection of a 
new court, consisting of three bar- 
risters of certain standing, whose 
appointment was to be vested in 


the speaker of the house of com- 
mons. Such was the plan pro- 
posed, as regarded the subject of 
registration, but by far the more 
important object of the bill, and 
the vital difference by which its 
authors sought to get the prefer- 
ence for it over lord Stanley *% was 
the addition of a set of provisions 
intended nominally to define, but 
really to alter and place upon an 
entirely new footing the elective 
franchise of this part of the king- 
dom. Adopting as his warrant 
the uncertainty and diversity of opi- 
nion which prevailed respecting the 
construction of the franchise con- 
ferred by the Reform Act, viscount 
Morpeth declared the intention of 
the government to settle the ques- 
tion by adopting an entirely new 
basis, fixed and ascertained, exempt 
from tendency to fraud, and car- 
rying its own check against abuse 
sdong with it, viz. : the valuation 
under the new Poor-law Act. As 
however, from the mode in which 
that valuation had been taken, and 
the scale on which it had been 
formed, the effect of its application, 
according to the existing standard 
of the franchise, would be very 
much to diminish the numbers of 
the electoral body, and as in any 
measure proposed for settling the 
franchise, it would hardly be sup- 
posed government would propose 
to cut it down ; the lull proposed 
to enact that every occupier of a 
tenement under a holding of not 
less than fourteen years of the 
annual value of 6/., according to 
the valuation under the Poor-law 
Act, should have the same right of 
voting previously enjoyed by per- 
sons having a beneficial interest to 
the amount of 104. 

Considerable surprise and some 
indignation were expressed by 
members on the Conservative side. 
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At this explanation of the tactics of 
the ministers. They complained 
of the unfairness of thus introduc- 
ing by surprise and without any 
notice, a fundamental alteration 
in the elective franchise of Ireland, 
founded upon principles unknown 
both in England and Scotland. 
It was represented as a new reform 
bill for Ireland, tacked on as a 
postscript to a bill for amending 
the registration. The 5/. fran- 
chise, it was said, would be little 
short in effect of the introduction 
of universal suffrage. On the 
other hand, Mr. O’Connell and 
some of his partisans loudly ex- 
pressed their satisfaction at the 
proposed measure, which they de- 
clared, if accepted by the house, 
would convince the people of Ire- 
land of its friendly disposition 
towards them. 

Viscount Howick, who in the 
last session had signalised himself 
by voting in favour of lord Stanley s 
measure against his own party, 
declared his intention of support- 
ing a measure, which gave to Ire- 
land that extension of the suffrage 
which he thought her interests 
and the principles of liberty re- 
quired, though he had felt bound 
last year to give his concurrence 
to a measure which was intended 
to prevent the law, as it then ex- 
isted, from being defeated by 
illegal means. He said, that his 
object in voting for lord Stanley’s 
bill last year, was not to restrict 
the franchise, on the contrary, 
he had then declared his anxiety 
to amend its defects, and he now 
gladly concurred in the plan which 
was proposed for that purpose. 

On the 22nd of February, vis- 
count Morpeth having moved the 
.second reading of his bill, lord Stan- 
ley rose : be said, that but for the 
annexation to a bill, purporting to 


have in view the amendment of 
the registration, of a postscript 
which tended to alter the repre- 
sentative system settled so recently 
as 1832, he might have suffered 
the second reading to pass un- 
opposed, since the points, upon 
which his measure and that of the 
government differed with respect 
to the subject of registration, were 
no longer either numerous or im- 
portant. They had conceded an 
annual revision of voters, and 
they had consented to give an 
appeal against claimants admitted 
as well as in favour of claimants 
rejected. The tribunal of ap- 
peal proposed by viscount Mor- 
peth was different to that pro- 
posed by himself. To the prin- 
ciple of vesting the appointment 
of the barristers, constituting the 
court of appeal, in the speaker 
he was decidedly opposed, being 
convinced that such a duty, how- 
ever impartially performed, would 
be sure to subject the speaker to 
misrepresentation and imputations 
which ought never to be cast upon 
the person who might fill that 
chair. The principle of giving 
costs against claimants, which was 
one of the strongest objections to 
his (lord Stanley’s) bill last year 
was now affirmed in viscount Mor- 
peth’s bill, and without the same 
restrictions which he bad proposed. 
He had now merely stated the 
points of difference between the 
two bills — be had not argued upon 
them, for he wished to proceed to 
another and far more important 
branch of the measure— the tack 
which had been affixed to the bill 
—with what intention he did not 
presume to say, but which would 
have the effect, unless be was 
much mistaken, of defeating the 
attempt on both sides of the house 
to amend the evils of the existing 
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registry. Without meaning any 
disrespect to viscount Merpeth, he 
mast say that his first, and not his 
smallest objection to the bill, was, 
that it had been introduced under 
false colours and upon false pre- 
tences. He saw in this hill ano- 
ther step in that line of policy 
which bad been so peculiar to the 
present administration, which they 
had pursued from the first moment 
of their existence until now. Upon 
this principle they had acted in 
1835 when they refused to con- 
sent to sir Robert Peel's bill for 
the settlement of the tithe ques- 
tion in Ireland, unless be would 
affix a lack to that measure which 
then declared was a sine 
non to the settlement of 
the question. Yet, this very sine 
non they had afterwards aban- 
boned. Such was the policy with 
which they acted, not with the 
view of achieving any practical 
result, but for the sake of enabling 
themselves to maintain for a few 
years a struggling existence, and 
delude a portion of their supporters 
with the plausible semblance of 
concessions. In the last session, 
after the house had affirmed the 
principle of his bill, a determined 
opposition was taken to it on the 
ground that it contained no defi- 
nition of the franchise. The soli- 
citor-general for Ireland had then 
introduced a hill which contained 
a clause to define the franchise, and 
now the noble viscount had aban- 
doned that definition altogether, 
and on the most meagre statement 
he had ever heard from a cabinet 
minister, had proposed in the pre- 
sent bill, not a definition, but a 
total alteration of the franchise of 
Ireland. When in 1839 Mr. 
O’Coaitell moved for leave to bring 
in a hill to assimilate the franchise 
in Great Britain and Ireland, the 


noble viscount had opposed the mo- 
tion on the ground that it was not 
right to interfere with arrange- 
ments which had been settled oy 
statutes of so recent a date. This 
declaration to adhere to the prin- 
ciples of the reform act was made 
in 1839, repeated in 1840, and 
repudiated in 1841. Whence had 
these new impressions on the noble 
viscount's mind been derived ? 
Lord Stanley here quoted an extract 
from a speech made by Mr. O'Con- 
nell in 1839, in which the propo- 
sition of establishing a 5/. franchise 
in Ireland, as being equivalent to 
the 10/. franchise in England, had 
been made. By the toll before 
the bouse, continued lord Stanley, 
it was proposed to introduce a class 
of voters, who had less interest, 
were more dependent, more sub- 
ject to influence, more numerous, 
and in every respect inferior to the 
disfranchised 40s. freeholder*. If 
the noble viscount intended to rive 
a more extended franchise to Ire- 
land than was enjoyed by England 
or Scotland, he ought plainly to 
state to the bouse the grounds on 
which be vindicated this intention. 
With respect to the basis proposed 
for the new franchise, he did not 
mean to deny, that a fair and im- 
partial valuation for the purpose 
of taxation, might be of important 
service in affording a test of the 
elective right; but the valuation 
now going on under the new poor 
law did not possess those requisites 
of impartiality, uniformity, and 
absence of political influence, which 
could alone make it serviceable 
for this purpose. That valuation 
was now going on, and what could 
be more certain to taint and pre- 
judice it than the fact of its being 
intended to constitute the test of 
political privileges ? The Reports 
on which viscount Morpeth had 
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based bis measure showed plainly 
that the valuations in the different 
unions had been made upon no 
principle of uniformity, the valu- 
ators having utterly set at nought 
all the directions of the Act 
He would admit what viscount 
Morpeth had stated to be true— • 
that the valuation would be in all 
cases below the real value, but 
should the real value of the pro- 
perty rated at 5/. be 10/., or even 
15/., it would not diminish his 
objection to the principle of the 
bill. The valuation wanted the 
principle of uniformity and cor- 
rectness so completely that he 
could never consent to take it as 
the basis of the franchise ; but 
even supposing it were accurate, 
still he objected to a principle 
never before introduced into any 
other bill — that the franchise was 
to be given according to the rent 
that was charged, and not accord- 
ing to the amount or value of pro- 
perty possessed by the voter. As 
to the probable amount to which 
the franchise would be extended 
by adopting the 5 L standard, the 
house had no information at all, but 


proportion of voters in Ireland, 
arising out of the agricultural state 
of that country, the land being sub- 
divided in the hands of a vast num- 
ber of small holders, and landlords 
being generally averse to grant 
qualifying leases in consequence of 
the political condition of the coun- 
try, and the influence exercised 
upon tenants to set themselves in 
opposition to their landlord’s poli- 
tical views. He regretted that 
such a state of things should exist, 
and should lead to a diminution of 
the constituency, and if it were 
shown him that such a course had 
produced the result of placing the 
Irish representation in the hands 
of a few monopolists, in opposition 
to the principles of the Reform Act, 
he would be ready to join in mea- 
sures for remedying such an evil. 
But the existence of such a griev- 
ance must first be satisfactorily 
proved. Now, upon the evidence 
of papers which were before the 
house, it appeared that the county 
constituency of Ireland had in- 
creased in ten counties out of 
twelve, that the amount of the net 
increase since 1835 was 10,419, 
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the noble viscount, following Mr. and that since 1832 it had in- 1 ^ 

O'Connell's mode of argument, creased more than cent, per cent. j| 

had compared the present number With respect to the borough con- 

of voters with the entire population stituency, in almost every borough ^ 

of various counties, and again con- there had been an increase since 3 

trasted these with certain counties 1835. Making full deductions „ 

in England. Now he repudiated for double registrations and for ^ 

that argument altogether as a basis fictitious votes, still these re- h j 

for the alteration of the franchise, turns proved a very large increase* ( , 

Was there ever such a principle Finally, he asked for a reason why i 

laid down as that there should be the household franchise should te \ 

a certain proportion between the lowered from 10 /. to 5/.? Why & 

population and the constituency, introduce in Ireland a qualification J 

by which the constituent amount wholly different from that of Eng- ^ 

of qualification should be deter- land or Scotland? It would he *j 

mined ? giving the franchise to a class of ^ 

Lord Stanley then proceeded persons infinitely below the Eng* 

to an examination of the causes lish day-labourer, in education and ^ 

which would account for the small habits ; to men whom their land- « 
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lord would expel from house and 
home to soon as they should ex- 
ercise the franchise in a manner 
opposed to his wishes. In con- 
clusion! he said he did not press 
upon the house on this occasion! 
because it was an argument which 
would immediately suggest itself 
to the minds of all who heard him, 
how impossible it would be to 
grant this extension of the fran- 
chise to Ireland and to withhold 
the same boon from England and 
Scotland. The noble lord con- 
cluded by declaring that even if 
he stood alone! he would oppose 
this bill. 

In the brief summary to which 
we are necessarily limited! it is 
impossible to give more than an 
imperfect outline of lord Stanley’s 
speech, which was of nnusual 
length, but at the same time of 
uncommon ability. A more search- 
ing and masterly dissection of a 
political measure has not often 
been presented to the house of 
commons. The tone, at the same 
time, though earnest and severe, 
was temperate, and free from any- 
thing like asperity or irritation. 
Lord Stanley was followed by Mr. 
C. Wood, who in the preceding 
session had pursued the same line 
with viscount Howick, in support- 
ing lord Stanley’s bill. He now, 
however, like viscount Howick, 
declared his intention of voting 
with his former friends in favour 
of viscount Morpeth’s measure. 

After speeches from Mr. Litton, 
Mr. Fitzpatrick, and Mr. Lucas, vis- 
count Morpeth addressed the house. 
He began by retorting on lord 
Stanley the charge of excitement 
and disturbance. Lord Stanley 
had said the rating clause was but 
a tack and a postscript : for him- 
self, he regarded it as the preface, 
nay, as part of the text itself, a 


main part too, and one without 
which the rest would have no 
chance of being brought to a satis- 
factory issue. Ministers were 
taunted with an excessive par- 
tiality to Ireland, but it should 
be remembered that these 40*. 
freeholders had not, as in England, 
the right to vote. They were 
disfranchised to the number of 
191,000 at the time of the Roman 
Catholic Relief Act. He insisted, 
on the authority of Mr. Lucas and 
Sir D. Norreys, as favourable to 
the principle of the rating test; 
and as to the amount, that ques- 
tion was for the committee. He 
should rather have waited till the 
experiment of the poor-law had 
been further ripened, but lord 
Stanley’s attempt at legislation 
had forced the government for- 
ward. It had become necessary to 
take some step, for almost all the 
litigation, whether in the regis- 
tration courts or before committees 
of the house, now turned upon 
questions of value ; and the Irish 
bench themselves were divided in 
opinion. Lord Stanley’s bill, 
while it would get rid of dishonest 
claimants, would be still more 
likely to drive away quiet and 
well-disposed persons. The poor- 
law rating, on the contrary, corn- 
bined most of the advantages of a 
test; though certainly it would 
not be an exact measure for each 
particular case. The question of 
amount belonged more properly to 
the committee than to the second 
leading ; but be would not shrink 
from dealing with it now. The 
government, on looking into the 
facts, were satisfied that even a 5/. 
net rating would exclude many 
voters of the kind which the Re- 
form Act meant to admit, and they 
considered that, by fixing the 
amount at a 5/. gross rating, they 
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were adopting a test, which per* 
haps might be called a liberal, but 
not an inordinate one. The docu* 
ment which lord Stanley had re* 
lied on, as shewing an existing 
constituency of 91,000 voters, had 
been made out before the regia, 
tration of last autumn, at which 
time all franchises registered in 
1839 would have expired, unless 
previously renewed; but at all 
events there would soon be a new 
return, giving the actual numbers 
at the present time. Towns as 
well as counties were included 
in this arrangement, for it was 
thought desirable to take the op* 
port unity of settling the whole 
subject at the same time. He 
vindicated the provision for quar- 
terly registration, and the restrict 
tiun upon appeals touching matters 
of fact* He trusted that the 
house, in choosing between the 
two bills, would aot in the spirit of 
the Reform Act, that they would 
guard the honest voter against the 
many difficulties devised by lord 
Stanley against him, and that they 
would give the preference to a 
measure conciliatory to the great 
body of our Irish fellow-subjects, 
The debate was then adjourned. 
On the second night, after speeches 
in favour of the bill from Mr. S. 
O’Brien and Mr. Carew, and from 
Sir R. Bateson and Mr. Young 
against it, lord Howick addressed 
the house and explained his reasons 
for supporting the ministerial mea- 
sure* He dwelt on the urgent 
necessity for a definition of the 
franchise, and extenuated the al- 
leged frauds and peijury of the 
Insh voters, on the ground of the 
uncertainty and diversity of opi- 
nion respecting the law* He 
approved of the principle of adopt- 
ing the poor-law rating as a test 
of value, and although he admitted 
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that the valuations now before the 
house were far from satisfactory, 
he did not think this a ground for 
opposing the second reading of the 
bill. He adverted to the progres- 
sive diminution of voters in Ire- 
land in consequence of the system 
which landlords pursued of refus- 
ing to renew leases ; he thought 
the number would be still further 
decreased by lord Stanley's bill. 
Though not fully satisfied with all 
the details of the measure he would 
vote for the second reading. 

Sir W, Follett said, that the 
main point on which be and the 
Conservative party founded their 
opposition to the bill that 
under pretence of affording a defi- 
nite test of qualification, it attacked 
the Reform Act on a materia) point* 
He and they approved in principle 
of a test founded on the rate to 
the poor properly assessed* He 
knew not why it should be sup* 
posed that they were hostile to 
such a test; on the contrary be 
had supported it, and his right 
hon* friends near him had sup- 
ported that test as applied to the 
qualification for voting in munici- 
pal bodies. What he objected to 
was this, that, under pretence, if he 
might so say, of applying the poor- 
rate as a test of value, this bill 
swept away and destroyed the pre* 
sent elective franchise in Ireland. 

It entirely and completely destroyed 

the constituency created by the 
Reform Bill, and substituted ano- 
ther constituency on a totally dif- 
ferent principle and of a totally 
different character. 

Mr. C. Buller supported the bill 
at considerable length. He said 
that the object of the opposite 
party was to establish the old 
Orange ascendency. But he ad- 
vised them to look not only to the 
strength and temper of the Irish 
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people, but also to the critical state 
of our foreign relations. This 
was delicate ground to touch upon, 
bat it should be remembered that 
all the greet political acquisitions 
of Ireland had been made at such 
critical times. This allusion was 
received with some expressions of 
disapprobation by the house. The 
debate was a second time ad* 
journed, after a speech from Mr. 
Macaulay. 

On the third night the house 
was addressed by Mr. Seijeant 
Jackson, Mr. Thesiger, and Mr, 
Milnes on one side, and by Sir 
W. Somerville and Mr. Brotherton 
on the other. 

Mr. Slaney took a middle course. 
He objected to the low amount 
proposed for the franchise, which 
ought iu his opinion to be adjusted 
to a bona jifo equivalent for that 
given by the Reform Act He 
should vote, however, for the se- 
cond reading, with the desire of 
modifying the 51 clause in com* 
roittee. 

Sir James Graham made a long 
and powerful speech against the 
bill. He arraigned in forcible 
terms the motives of the govern- 
ment in bringing forward the bill 
which they could not have the 
slightest hope of carrying, but 
which was of a piece with that 
system of continual concessions, of 
constitutional changes, which they 
bad from the first pursued to con- 
ciliate their radical supporters. 
He traced the progress of this 
system, in various instances, from 
die return of the Whigs to power 
afte; their resignation in 1835. 
Then came the present concession 
of the 5 l. franchise, which could 
be regarded in no other light than 
as a boon granted to Mr. O’Con- 
nell This measure had been 
proposed by him in 1832, and then 


opposed by the government: he 
had since, from time to time, re* 
newed the attempt to introduce it, 
and it had been resisted by them 
with more or less of firmness. 
Now, at last, they had given way. 
He must say, he had very evil 
forebodings as to the use to which 
this concession would be applied. 
Mr. O’Connell had declared it was 
but the means to an end. That 
end bad been explicitly avowed. 
Lord John Russell and other 
members of the government had 
pronounced emphatic oondemna* 
tions of the agitation for a repeal 
of the union, but how did their 
policy consist with such language ? 
Lord Ebnngton had recently do* 
dared that he would not coun* 
ten&Qce repeal by bestowing his 
patronage on any person favour* 
able to it. But what had been the 
conduct of her majesty’s ministers 
on the subject? The honourable 
member for Liskeard had said, that 
there was an instrument by which 
all popular leaders might be con* 
ciliated. That appeared to be the 
redpe by which the government 
attempts! to put down the repeal 
agitation in Ireland. It had oc~ 
curred to him, that it would be 
worth while to look to a division 
on a repeal motion made in 1834 
by the honourable and learned 
member for Dublin. In the list 
there were thirty-eight who voted, 
and two tellers. He would read it, 
to show how large a portion of 
those popular leaders had been 
conciliated by the delightful re* 
cipe. The first on the list was Mr. 
Fitzsimon, a near relative to the 
member for Dublin, now appointed 
to be clerk of the hanaper in Ire* 
land. The next was Mr. Kennedy, 
then the representative of Tiver- 
ton, who now filled the situation 
of slave commissioner at the Ha- 
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vannah. The next was Mr. Lynch, On the fourth night, speeches 
now a master in chancery. Then were delivered, for and against the 
came Mr. Maurice O’Connell, clerk bill, by a gi eat number of English 
of the registry-office in Dublin, and Irish members, whose argu- 
Then Mr. O’Dwyer, of the court ments, however, were principally a 
of exchequer. Then an honour- repetition of those used by pre- 
able gentleman who had been made ceding speakers. A speech of Mr. 
a baronet— the honourable member O’Connell, however, deserves some 
for Limerick, he believed, sir David notice. He asked, “ was it politic to 
Boche. Then came the teller, tell the people of Ireland that there 
who was now the president of the was no hope for their country or 
hoard of trade. Last, but cer- for their religion in any form? 
tainly not least, came the honour- The simple question was, whether 
able and learned member for Dub. they would pass a measure to ex- 
lin, who had last year announced tinguish the franchise of Ireland, 
in his place that he had been of- or to extend and increase it. That 
fered the office of chief baron in was the real question, and all else 
Ireland by the government, but was merely collateral matter." 
bad refused it, because he could He travelled over the ofi-re- 
not trust himself. pea ted topics of Irish grievances, 

Sir James Graham then called ?he penal laws, the insults which 
on lord John Bussell to declare Ireland had sustained from Eng- 
whether he was weary of the land, and the disproportion of the 
Reform Act, and to what ex- burdens which she was made to 
tent he was now disposed to carry bear. He complained, among 
his innovations on that measure, other things, of the disfamchise- 
“ He thought that noble lord ought ment of the 40 s. freeholders ; and 
frankly to state whether he in- utterly denied that it was a corn- 
tended to make further conces- pact, or a condition for granting 
sions ; that he ought to avow his the Relief Bill. He complained of 
principles, and give them their the unequal proportions in which 
legitimate effect, even if the fate the franchise and representation 
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issue ; or beware, lest it should be Act. The constituencies in Ireland 
said of him with truth, that he were gradually diminishing, and 
was content to govern by the power the Irish people had to thank lord 
of the crown, when he had ceased Stanley for having called attention 
to command the confidence of the to this fact He denied that this 
nation/* {Cheers.) bill would extend the franchise too 

Mr. Sheil delivered an address, far. He would gladly give a vote 
characterised by that species of to every man in Great Britain as 
fervid declamation which usually well as in Ireland. Again, allud- 
marks his speeches. He warned ing to the danger of foreign war, 
the house to consider the present so long as Ireland continued dis- 
condition of Europe, and to weigh satisfied, Mr. O'Connell exdaira- 
the danger of exciting the enmity ed — 

of the Irish nation under such cir- “ I want you to tell the people 
cumstances. His speech was fol- of Ireland that all these divisions 
lowed by a third adjournment of shall end ; that you will identify 
the debate. them with you. Oh ! refuse it— 
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I threaten you with nothing. I 
prophesy— I tell you that you are 
the real repealers, and not I. I 
tell you, that by this additional 
insult you bring the banner of re- 
peal amongst a people altogether 
of the middle classes, and many of 
them of the leading gentry/* — Of 
this they migty rest assured, that 
while he lived, no violent measures 
would be taken in Ireland. He 
relied with confidence on the Ca- 
tholic clergy, those truest “ unpaid 
magistrates,” to second his efforts 
to this end. Outrages committed 
1 by a remnant of the Orange party 
! onCatholics might occur, but never 

a tangible rebellion. 

Sir Robert Peel began by some 
t severe animadversions on Mr. 

1 O’Connell, for tbe spirit in which 

he had dwelt upon tbe old ani- 
1 monties between England and Ire- 

! land. It was a libd on the Irish 

I people, to say that they would not 

• join England in resistance to a 

i foreign enemy. He hoped that 

Messrs. Macaulay, Sheil, and Bul- 
t ler, who had held the language of 

i menace, were prepared to take 

i their course when, in the next 

> session, Mr. O'Connell should ad- 

■ vance still further demands as the 

i price of peace. The real object of 

i the present measure was to subvert 

i the old, and to substitute a new 

i representation. He would not 

ft suffer himself to be diverted into 

ft a consideration of tbe details of 

ft lord Stanley’s bill ; the introduc- 

i tion of which, however, was the 

whole argument of the ministerial 
ft party, for not one of them said a 
if word in favour of the government 
r measure itself. He wished for a 
test which would exclude the pre- 
f sent difficulties, but he would not 

0 agree to continue a system of 

f! proved abuses until a new test 

K coold be agreed upon. The mi- 

Vol LXXXIII. 


nisters had no right to tack on to 
the remedy a condition which must 
certainly defeat it. By that con- 
dition, the county franchise was 
thrown open to persons possessing 
not an atom of property ; it was a 
fraud on the compact made at the 
time of the Reform Act — a compact 
which, on the ground of its con- 
tinuing obligation, lord John 
Russell himself had, so lately as 
1837, refused to disturb. It was 
a fraud on the arrangement for 
tbe relief of the Roman Catholic 
body, whereof one condition was, 
that the county voters should, if 
possible, be made an independent 
body. Without that condition, the 
Relief Bill would undoubtedly not 
have been suffered to pass. When 
lord Morpeth refused to Mr. O'Con- 
nell the permission even to intro- 
duce bis bill for the enlargement 
of the Irish franchise, it was on 
the twofold ground of the Relief 
Act and the Reform Act. On the 
other hand, he (sir Robert Peel) 
should himself regret to see any 
diminution of the constituent body 
below the standard fixed by tbe 
Reform Act. The 4 Os. franchise 
had been abolished, not by the 
wishes of the government which 
passed the Relief Act, but by tbe 
testimony of the Roman Catholic 
witnesses before a committee of 
the House of Lords in 1825. Mr. 
O'Connell's evidence at that time 
was, that tbe abolition of tbe 40s. 
franchise would be a positive benefit 
to Ireland. The persons who really 
abolished that franchise were Mr. 
O’Connell and Mr. Sheil, by the 
proofs which they adduced of the 
miseries resulting from it; and 
should we now be told that we 
were insulting Ireland by refusing 
to restore such miseries ? He then 
read passages from the evidence of 
Mr. D. Browne, to show the frau- 
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dulent system on which the Irish 
landlords concocted these small 
votes, and he explained how the 
franchise now proposed would lead 
to all the same abuses*— to political 
jobbing, and to the increased sub* 
division of land. If this franchise 
were grunted, what ground had 
they for resisting a similar con- 
cession to England and Scotland > 
He called on lord John Russell to 
declare his intention respecting the 
Reform Act, whether he meant to 
hold it permanent or not. The 
noble lord might have reasons now 
for holding different opinions to 
those which he avowed in 1837. 
There were lukewarm supporters 
whom it was necessary to con- 
ciliate, and his falling power re- 
quired to be propped up. But his 
power of resistance to all future 
demands would be greatly weak- 
ened by the precedent now esta- 
blished. Sir Robert Peel then 
quoted several emphatic declara- 
tions made by lord John Russell 
in 1834 and in 1837, against fur- 
ther changes in the constitution of 
the House of Commons. These 
were manly declarations, but the 
noble lord might now find the 
pressure upon him too strong to 
allow him to maintain the same 
language. He might find it ne- 
cessary to seek compensation for 
the loss of that public confidence 
which he now saw was leaving 
him, by renewing the alliance with 
those in that house who appeared 
ready to withdraw from him their 
support* He might purchase, by 
concession cm these points, a tem- 
porary support. But he (sir Ro. 
bert Peel) could not help think- 
ing, when the noble lord recalled 
to mind the declarations of 1834 
and 1837, it would abate some- 
thing of the feeling of satisfaction 
with which he contemplated his 


temporary triumph over the pres- 
sure of immediate difficulties. 
Something of dissatisfaction in re- 
flecting on the small majority he 
might bring to his aid to-night 
must cast a gloom over the festivi- 
ties with which, perhapB, he might 
celebrate the new compact and the 
new alliance, when the mortifying 
regret came across Him that he had 
gained that support by receding 
from the position which had ena- 
bled him to arrest the progress of 
democratic principles, by stopping 
the progress of social improvement 
in Ireland, by encouraging hopes 
in this country, by rousing passions 
and exciting expectations which he 
could not disappoint without being 
the object of indignation, and 
which he could not gratify with- 
out being the fomenter of convuU 
sion.” (The right hon. baronet sat 
down amidst loud and protracted 
cheering.) 

Lord John Russell said, that the 
Tory government which passed the 
Relief Bill had been guilty of the 
same concession to the apprehen- 
sion of popular demands as sir Ro- 
bert Peel had reproached the pre- 
sent government with giving way 
to. If there was any breach of 
faith, it was in those who shackled 
the franchise with so many diffi- 
culties, that the government, con- 
stantly taunted with protecting the 
abuses of the registration, found it 
necessary to take some measure on 
the subject, which, on other con- 
siderations, they would have pre- 
ferred to postpone. They nad 
deemed it indispensable, in intro- 
ducing such a measure, to apply * 
remedy to the great cause of the 
evil — the ambiguity of the fran- 
chise. They had selected the fran- 
chise now proposed, consisting of a 
tenure which seemed appropriate 
to a county franchise, ana a rating 
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which afforded a measure of real ordinary state of tilings, he was in- 


value. It was enough to warrant 
the second reading of this bill, if 
gentlemen were prepared to vote 
for the principle; the rest was 
matter of detail, to be adjusted in 
the committee. He censured the 
reflections thrown out upon the 
judges of Ireland, and regretted 
that they should be consulted at 
all upon political questions. Lord 
John Russell then read some offi- 
cial returns, with the view of 
showing that a diminution had 
taken place in the number of elec- 
tors, and illustrated the fact by 
reference to the unwillingness of 
tsodlords to grant leases. Under 
such a reduction, some restorative 
measure was necessary, He then 
addressed himself to the question, 
whether any change had taken 
I place In his opinions with respect 
to the repeal of the Union, and the 
j finality of the Reform Act. With 
t respect to the former subject, they 
t the same as ever; be still 

} looked on the repeal of the Union 
, as the greatest calamity which 
J could happen to both countries. 
' But it was because he was attached 
j to the Union that he felt bound, as 
s a minister of the crown, to see that 
, the Irish people were not wronged. 

As to abiding by the principles 
l settled by the Reform Act, his 
views were still the same as those 
; which he had avowed in 1837, in 
' his letter to the electors of Stroud. 

But when he found the elective 
f franchise in such a state of doubt 
and obscurity, so vague and unde- 
f fined, as to lead to the greatest 
r abuse, and at the same time so re- 
L itricted as almost to extinguish the 
£ constituency, and when he found 
the judges themselves divided as to 
r whst was the law on the subject, 
r he could not think that, by inter* 
* poring a remedy for such an extne 


troducing a precedent for a change 
of system in England and Scot- 
land, He had bee* reluctant to 
interfere with the Irish Reform 
Act till it became absolutely neces- 
sary, as it had now become, in 
consequence of lord Stanley's bill, 
and the votes of the House of Com- 
mons in the last session. He then 
referred to the statistics of the 
question, and contrasted the num- 
ber of registered electors in En- 
glish counties with the number of 
those in Irish counties of equal 
population, and argued that there 
was more danger of making the 
Irish exasperated by the restric- 
tion, than the English dissatisfied 
by the extension, of the Irish fran- 
chise. He did not fear, in any 
event, that the allegiance of Ire- 
land would be transferred to a 
foreign power, yet it was a matter 
of no small importance at the same 
time to be able to treat with 
France, America, or any other 
power, as the ministers of a sove- 
reign who ruled over an united 
and happy people. He disbelieved 
Mr. O'Conneirs assertion, that 
there was any indisposition in the 
people of this country to do justice 
to Ireland. On the contrary, he 
believed that, if the case were fairly 
stated to the people of England, 
they would be glad to do that 
justice. The Irish people had 
laboured under many disadvan- 
tages, but he believed that, from 
the inestimable effects of the free 
working of the constitution, the 
advancement and improvement of 
that country were rapidly taking 
place, and that parliament would 
soon see the benefits derived to the 
community from their measures. 
(Loud cheers.) 

The house then divided, when 
the numbers wete— For the second 
[E2] 
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reading 299 ; for lord Stanley’s 
amendment 294 — Majority in fa- 
vour of the second reading 5. 

The announcement of the result 
was received with great cheering 
from both sides. Lord John Russell 
stated, that it was the wish of the 
government that no delay should 
take place with reference to the 
bill, and he should move its com* 
mittal on the Monday following. 

The result of the contest on 
the second reading was not calcu- 
lated to inspire the government 
with very sanguine hopes of carry- 
ing their measure into a law, even 
if they had ever entertained serious 
designs of its becoming so. Out 
of the narrow majority who had 
voted for the second reading, some 
deductions were to be made on the 
score of those who had reserved to 
themselves the right, or expressed 
the intention, of modifying the bill 
in committee, regarding the 51. 
franchise clause, according to the 
ministerial representation of it, as 
a matter of detail, to which they 
were in no wise pledged by the 
present vote. It was obvious, 
therefore, to every one, even with- 
out reference to the fact that the 
ministerial majority was a rapidly 
decreasing one,— two seats having 
been recently lost by supporters of 
the government at contested elec- 
tions, and a third abandoned with- 
out a contest,— that the division on 
the second reading, though it might 
afford the means of throwing over 
lord Stanley's bill, was in effect no 
less decisive of the fate of lord 
Morpeth’s, if the proposed altera- 
tion of the franchise were to be 
adhered to as a vital part of the 
measure. It had indeed been an- 
nounced by lord John Russell, 
immediately after the division, that 
the government would proceed 
without delay with their bill, and 


that he should move its committal 
on the following Monday. When 
that day arrived, however, a differ- 
ent course had been resolved upon. 

At the meeting of the bouse 
lord John Russell explained his 
intentions. His first consider- 
ation, he said, related to the busi- 
ness of the house. He believed it 
would be extremely inconvenient 
that the discussion in committee 
should commence immediately be- 
fore Easter, when many members 
would necessarily be absent, and 
when it was very possible that a 
further postponement would be- 
come necessary. Under ordinary 
circumstances, after 296 members 
had voted against the second read- 
ing of the bill, he should have 
doubted the possibility of carrying 
it through its subsequent stages, 
but the debate which preceded the 
division had left a different im- 
pression upon his mind; several 
members on the other side having 
recognised the expediency of adopt- 
ing some clear method for settling 
the Irish franchise, while other 
members who had voted against 
the second reading had admitted 
that the poor-rate would form a i 
good test for the purpose. Under j 
these circumstances, the amount of i 
rating became the chief considers- I 
don ; and though he attached great 
importance to the amount fixed by 'J 
the bill, he saw no objection to a 
brief delay, with a view to enable I* 
him to place before the house more I * 
precise and positive information. 
(This announcement was received j 
with loud laughter from the oppo- 
sition benches.) It would not 
require much time or trouble to 
collect that information; and be 
should therefore propose to take 
the discussion on going into com* 
raittee in the first week after the 
Easter holidays; and with that 
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view he would now move, that the 
order of the day for going into 
I committee be postponed till Friday 

1 the 23rd April. 

Lord Stanley said, he shared 
largely in the surprise that had 
1 been expressed by those around 

1 him, at the proposition of the 

1 government. He had indeed all 
along maintained, that the in- 
formation upon which the assent 
i of the house was asked, was much 
too meagre and inconclusive to 
form the groundwork of so im- 
portant a measure, but he thought 
> the ministers guilty of the height 

of rashness, in bringing forward 
such a measure on information 
1 which they now admitted was an 

* insufficient guide for a vote of the 

$ house. 

1 Lord John Russell was under- 
1 stood to say, “ Not all the inform- 
1 ition which government possesses.’* 

1 Lord Stanley : c< Not all the in- 
1 formation which the government 

1 possesses! I cannot believe so. 

E I will assume, that government, on 

i giving information to the house, 

* gave all that they possessed. If 

i they have not given all, they have 

1 deluded and deceived the house in 

2 calling upon parliament to sanction 

1 a measure of this vast importance 

s on evidence not only confessedly 

meagre and imperfect, but confes- 
5 wily more meagre and imperfect 

s —if 1 am to credit the noble lord 

| —than it might have been.” 

1 (Load cheering.) 

* Lord Stanley, amid the vehe- 

* ment cheers of bis party, then 

$ proceeded to say that he would 

i 8 take the sense of the house against 

t the clauses which conferred the 5/. 

8 franchise. He gave lord John 

It Russell great credit for his inge- 

i ! miifcv in overleaping ten or twelve 

9 order days; the consequence of 

* which would probably be to post- 


pone bis (lord Stanley's) measure 
till a period of the session when it 
would be defeated by mere lapse 
of time. He had great suspicion 
of the motives which had dictated 
this postponement He should 
postpone the second reading of his 
own bill till the 23rd March ; and 
he promised that within ten days 
of that time he would be prepared 
to announce whether it was or was 
not his intention to press the se- 
cond reading on that day. 

That the result of this procras- 
tinating expedient of the govern- 
ment would be to hang up the 
subject of Irish registration for 
another session, was now pretty 
well understood by all parties. 
The newspapers in the whig in- 
terest spoke in terms of confident 
triumph of the arrangement. The 
Pilot , generally understood to be 
the organ of Mr. O'Connell's sen- 
timents, thus characterised the 
proceeding : — 

“ Lord Morpeth's bill is post- 
poned until after the recess; in 
other words, it is a finesse to foil 
lord Stanley’s hill and quash his 
own. Let us not be humbugged 
any longer. You who only hang 
back expecting something to be 
done, join repeal at once. You 
will get nothing. Nine- tenths of 
the people, who have not joined 
repeal agitation, are, we know, in 
this state of suspended animation. 
Let them awake : they may as 
well wait till the river passes, as 
expect any thing from English 
legislation." ' 

Mr. O'Connell, in a letter read 
at the repeal association in Ireland 
about this time, thus expressed 
himself on the subject of the two 
bills : — 

u There are two measures be- 
fore parliament, lord Morpeth's 
bill ‘ to amend the law respecting 
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the qualification and registration 
of voters in Ireland ' — a bill which 
truly deserves the name given to 
it. There is, on the other hand, 
lord Stanley's bill, entitled ' a bill 
to amend the registration of voters 
in Ireland* — a title false as the 
black heart of its inventor. 

f ‘ Let Ireland, then, arouse her- 
self. Let petitions pour in in 
support of the one bill, and in 
condemnation of the other. Let 
no idle jealousy prevent the re- 
pealers from joining every roan 
who will petition in favour of lord 
Morpeth's bill, or against lord 
Stanley’s. We have not a moment 
to spare upon idle jealousies. When 
the petitions are of any bulk, let 
them be transmitted as parcels by 
the railway ; which, in that case, 
can be done much cheaper than 
sending them by post. Let there 
be no delay. Petition, petition, 
petition 1 

“ Lord Morpeth’s bill is an ex- 
oellentbill. We should not conceal 
it from our friends that we know 
it to he an excellent bill. We can- 
not disguise it from our enemies 
—they know it to be an excellent 
hjll. But it will be an excellent 
hill only if we get it in the shape 
in which it has been brought in, 
without alterations or mutilations. 
The period is come when, for the 
first time, we can exclaim with 
perfect justice, ‘ The bill, the 
whole bill, and nothing hut the 
bill/" 

At a meeting of the repeal as- 
sociation, on the 1st March* Mr. 
John O'Connell, who attended as 
the representative of his father, 
thus spoke of the consequences of 
passing lord Stanley's bill, and re* 
jecting lord Morpeth’s: — 

“Let the English choose be- 
tween those two hills; let them 
epnfer the blessings of lord Mor- 


peth's bill, or inflict the deep de- 
termined curse of which lord Stan- 
ley’s bill would be the source. Let 
England now do justice to Ireland, 
or, so sure as to morrow's sun will 
rise, Ireland will yet refuse her 
assistance in the hour of need." 

This sentiment, says the report 
of the proceedings, was received 
with great cheering. 

The next notice of the subject 
which occurred in the House of 
Commons was on the Uth March, 
when lord 8tanley said, that in 
fulfilment of the undertaking that 
he had given to the house to an- 
nounce the course which he in- 
tended to pursue with respect to 
this bill, be now moved that the 
order of the day, for which his hill 
now stood, should be discharged, 
for the purpose of fixing it for the 
28th April, in full confidence that 
the government would adhere to 
its declared intention of proceeding 
to the full discussion of its own 
hill on the 23rd April, fhr which 
they had fixed it- The order was 
discharged accordingly. 

On the 22nd April, lord Mor- 
peth, having been questioned an 
the subject by sir Robert Peel, made 
an announcement of a material 
alteration which the government 
intended to propose in committee 
on the Registration bill. They 
proposed to raise the amount of 
rating whioh was to confer the 
elective franchise for counties from 
5/. to 8 L 

At length, on the 26th April, 
the House of Commons went into 
committee on lord Morpeth's bill 
The first clause declared, that upon 
the expiration of one month after 
a poor-rate shall be established in 
any county or borough, the act 
shall oome into operation; after 
which no person is u to be entitled 
at a freeholder or l e aseho lder to 
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flap 4- be registered as a voter for such 
rd'tt county, in respect of any freehold 
we. I* or leasehold property in his actual 
InW occupation, save as herein pro- 
aim Tided.” 

fuse k On this clause lord Howick pro- 
& posed an amendment, declaring 
1 m that no person <f claiming under 
ream any act or acts now in force to be 
entitled to be registered and vote 
sia as a parliamentary elector for any 
■«i< county, in respect of any freehold 
M or leasehold property in his actual 
hi i occupation, shall be deemed to have 
ugh a beneficial interest therein of the 
to * clear yearly value required by such 
b!> act or acta, except as hereinafter 
pot* provided.” Lord Howick disa- 
it b vowed any intention of hostility 
to the government in bringing 
Lift* forward his amendment. No one 
link desired more than he did to see 
tk Ireland in the enjoyment of a bond 
eit • fide popular constituency j but he 
xdf did not think that lord Morpeth's 
r* bill would attain that object. The 
right of voting in counties in Eng- 
i o land as well as Ireland had hitherto 
been based on property. Now lord 
& Morpeth's danse entirely set aside 
si I that principle ; according to that 
0 clause, if a person held a lease of 
to> fourteen years, and were rated at 
set the amount of Si., he would be 

0 entitled to vote; even though 
i V the rent which he actually paid 
it amounted to 16/. instead of Si, 
* and his farm were actually a bur- 
is den instead of a profit to him. The 

fault of the existing system lay in 

1 the want of agreement at to what 
id constituted a u beneficial interest “ 
s and supposing that were agreed 
f upon, die only test of its amount 
ii was the opinion of persons strongly 
? interested one way or another, 
i) He proposed a mode of obviating 

both those difficulties. He pro- 
p posed that the value of the property 
I should be ascertained by the valu- 


ation taken for the purpose of 
assessment to the poor-rates. Hav- 
ing thus ascertained the value, he 
examined the lease of the claimant, 
which, according to the existing 
law, must be produced at the time 
of registration. By deducting the 
value of the rent reserved for the 
lease, a test of the interest of the 
voter was obtained, which ap- 
peared to him liable to no objec- 
tion. It then became a question 
what was the amount of interest 
which should give the franchise. 
He should not think himself jus- 
tified in proposing his amendment, 
if he were not prepared at the 
same time to recommend a consid- 
erably lower amount of qualifica- 
tion than 10/. He believed that 
the moment the test was applied, 
its practical severity would be such 
that all fraud would be most com- 
pletely and effectually excluded. 
He proposed, therefore, in the 
amendment which he was about 
to move, that the sum of 51. excess 
of value beyond the rent and 
charges to which the person who 
claimed the right to vote was 
liable, should be considered a suf- 
ficient qualification. He thought 
that a u beneficial interest "of 10/. 
would be not unfairly construed 
by an excess in rating of 51. This 
led him necessarily to explain ano- 
ther amendment, to be moved sub- 
sequently. Lord Morpeth pro- 
posed, as a qualification for the 
franchise, a lease of fourteen yean, 
and a low rating of 8/.; lord 
Howick proposed that the yearly 
tenant should be admitted to the 
franchise in common with the 
holder of a lease for fourteen yean. 
Lord Howick concluded by urging 
the advantage to parties on both 
sides of the house, of effecting a 
settlement of the ^uestkm, which 
neither could ream, but which 
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neither could carry in spite of the 
other. 

Lord Morpeth freely exonerated 
lord Howick from the suspicion of 
being actuated by a wish to em- 
barrass ministers. In reference to 
lord Ho wick's closing exhortation, 
he said that ministers had done 
their best to show that they would 
not stand on extreme opinions. 
Though convinced that the propo- 
sal they had originally made with re- 
spect to the franchise, could be borne 
out by all tbe information which 
could be supplied to the house from 
Ireland, they had not hesitated, in 
deference to the opinion which had 
been expressed by some persons, 
that the standard at first proposed 
for the franchise was too low, to 
concede upon that point, by raising 
the amount of rating required to 
confer a vote to 8L 

He sympathised with lord How- 
ick's desire not to diminish the 
constituency of Ireland; but he 
thought that the proposed amend- 
ments would tend in a very start- 
ling degree to defeat the mover's 
wishes. The first, equally with 
the original clause, proposed a 
great alteration in the definition 
of the “ beneficial interest/’ only 
in more doubtful terms; and there- 
fore lord Morpeth would retain 
the words of the clause, as more 
straightforward. Had the second 
amendment been moved as an ad- 
dition to the original bill, lord 
Morpeth would not have opposed 
it ; but, viewing it as a substitute 
for the qualification of the bill, it 
was to be feared that any expec- 
tation of an increase to the con- 
stituency resulting from it was 
merely delusive. Besides, he knew 
that lord Howick meant to pro- 
pose a further restriction, by re- 
quiring actual occupancy on the 
part of the tenant; a proposition 


which the house ought jealously 
to examine. Lord Howick went 
further than lord Stanley, who did 
not propose to go the length of a 
solvent tenant test, while to the 
stringency of that test lord Howick 
would add the further rigourwhich 
a valuation for assessment always 
carried with it. Lord Morpeth 
then entered into a great number 
of details, derived from the poor- 
law returns, to prove that the 
rating under the poor-law was ge- 
nerally below the real value. He 
then quoted similar returns from 
several counties, to show the num- 
ber who would be disfranchised 
by lord Howick’s amendment ; by 
which it appeared that in some 
counties a test requiring an excess 
of 5 L value above the rent would 
disfranchise more thafi three- 
fourths of the 101. tenant voters. 

In short, lord Howick's scheme 
would have the effect of almost 
entirely disfranchising the. present 
occupying constituency of Ireland. 
Lord Morpeth thought there was 
no plan so likely to correct the 
electora labuses of Ireland as some 
simple and fair test of rating, such 
as that proposed by government. 

Mr. Charles Wood explained 
that lord Howick’s amendment 
was meant as an addition to the 
government plan. Mr. Wood gave 
a few figures to show the neces- 
sity of the change, to counteract 
the present practice of not renew- 
ing leases. Taking the year 1835 
as that in which the Reform Bill 
might be considered as fairly car- 
rid out, he found that, since that 
time the decrease of voters had been 
about 7,500, besides those who had 
been taken off by the system of not 
renewing leases. The constituency 
was diminishing at the rate of 
5,000 a year. Sir Charles Grey 
opposed the amendment* 
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Lord Stanley called upon the of ministers to represent the noble 
boose deliberately to ponder the lord's amendment as merely a ver- 
several propositions before it The bal one, he could by no means agree 
proposition of the government — in the correctness of that descrip- 
their last proposition, made at the tion. The amendment distinctly 
last moment, brought forward two brought before the house the ques- 
months after the introduction of tion, “ Will you, or will you not, 
their bill, and upon evidence ob- maintain the beneficial interest as 
tained, not for the purpose of a test of the right of voting?*' 
framing the bill, hut for the pur- Upon that ground he would vote 
pose of bolstering it up-— the pro- in favour of the amendment pro- 
position of the government was to posed by the noble lord. He should 
establish, as the franchise for Ire- regret to see the constituency of 
land, the being rated to the relief Ireland diminished ; but there was 
of the poor to the amount of 81., no proof that that was the case at 
without reference to the amount present, compared with the num- 
of the tenant's beneficial interest her of voters at the time of the 
—without reference to the fact Reform Bill. He went into a state- 
whether he was a person having a ment of figures to prove this as- 
benefidal interest — whether he sertion. He thought that lord 
was a solvent tenant, and pos- Howick had successfully exposed 
seised of any property whatever, the absurdities or mistakes of the 
That was the principle for which government measure, and that lord 
the government contended. In op- Morpeth had successfully argued 
position to that principle, the no- against the details of lord Ho wick’s 
Me ipember for Northumberland plan. He could, therefore, vote 
bad come forward, and said, “ I for neither scheme ; but he should 
propose to define the existing fran- vote for the principle asserted in 
cbise in Ireland — to define it, cer- lord Howick’s amendment, 
tainly, with some modifications Mr. O'Connell affirmed that the 
sod limitations ; hut 1 will take county constituency had decreased 
rating as a test ; and taking rating by the number of 20,000 since the 
as a test, I propose that a certain Reform Act passed, and he went on 
amount of rating (not simply per to compare the proportions between 
re, but a certain amount over and the population and the number 
above the rent) shall be deemed of electors in Ireland and Great 
and taken to be, not a new quali- Britain. 

fication, but the legal and correct Lord John Russell was sorry to 
interpretation of that for which I find, from what lord Howick and 
contend, in common with honoura- lord Stanley had said, that there 
Ue members on the other side of did not appear to be any prospect 
the house, namely, the beneficial of settling the franchise of Ireland 
interest on excess of value over the on a satisfactory basis. He had 
burdens upon the bolding/' That thought it the duty of the ministers 
was precisely in accordance with to subject themselves to the taunts 
the nrmdple of the Reform Act, which he knew they would receive 
which lord Stanley wished to on departing from their original 
maintain, hut which the govern- proposition, m order to bring the 
meat desired to abolish. However, question to a dose, and procure 
therefore, it might suit the views fcr Ireland the tranquillity which 
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would turn attention from political 
contests to the encouragement of 
industry, agriculture, and com* 
merce. But it appeared to a great 
party that this was a course not to 
be taken. Lord Stanley, he said, 
supported the amendment because 
it maintained the principle of re- 
quiring an interest above the rent ; 
for that very reason lord John 
Russell opposed it Although the 
sense of the words introduced by 
lord Howick might be completely 
changed by a subsequent clause, 
yet they appeared to sanction a 
definition of the franchise which 
would be utterly destructive of it 
If the house meant to let the peo- 
ple of Ireland have a real repre- 
sentation, they ought to do it now ; 
if not, let them say so in direct 
terms, and take their stand upon 
that declaration. 

Sir Robert Peel said, that “ lord 
John Russell had now pursued the 
course which he invariably pur- 
sued when he had some defective 
cause to advocate— trying to di- 
vert the attention of the House 
from the subject properly under its 
consideration! by some declamation 
about political rights to raise a 
cheer from those who sat behind 
him, under cover of which he fan- 
cied himself triumphant.*’ ( Great 
cheering from the opposition.) Sir 
Robert Peel exposed the inconsist- 
ency of the ministerial plan to revive 
a constituency which was perish- 
ing through the refusal of leases, 
by rendering a lease indispensable 
to the qualification of the voter. 
And how long would they main- 
tain the principle that the right uf 
voting should be derived from the 
profit of the land in England, after 
adopting the test of mere occu- 
pancy and rating in Ireland? 

Why, what confidence could wo 
ptao in you aa legislators fit to 


deal with this subject ? (Great 
cheering .) You had the whole of 
the reoess to prepare in ; you had 
notices of this subject under con- 
sideration ; you had the means of 
gaining official information, and 
every element to enable you to 
bring forward a measure to con- 
ciliate public opinion: and you 
brought forward a measure de- 
stroying the existing franchise, and 
substituting a &l. occupancy. We 
remained under the impression 
that that proposition was to be 
discussed j and, two or three nights 
before the consideration of the 
question came on, without a rea- 
son being assigned, the noble lord 
increased the franchise from 5/. to 
8/. And what does the noble lord 
tell us now ? That he could sup- 
port his bl . franchise by reference 
to facts and evidence, which show 
that it was a provision which ought 
to have been made. Then why 
has it been abandoned ?— whence 
came the suggestion of objection ? 
— Not from this side of the House. 
The noble lord says, ‘ I made this 
alteration in the hope of concili- 
ating your favour, and now you 
reject it* We never objected to 
the amount but to the principle." 
Like lord Stanley, sir Robert Peel 
said he would vote for the prin- 
ciple of lord Hawick’s amendment, 
which he regarded so far in the 
light of an abstract resolution, de- 
claring the opinion of the House 
that the profit of the land, and not 
occupancy, ought to constitute the 
franchise. The vote on the clause, 
said sir Robert Peel, must decide the 
fate of the hill. Mr. O'Connell 
had referred to the amountof popu- 
lation: sir Robert Peel supposed that 

government would not adopt that 
as the test of a free ooostitueney. 
The question before the house, 
however, wet of another kind, ft 
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was not whether or not the fran- He had asked the house to adjourn 
chiie should be coextensive with after the division of Monday even- 
the population: the question which ing, because he believed the words 
arose was this— whether her ma- which had been inserted in the 
jesty'g government had made a first clause to be of very great im- 
provision which entitled them to portance ; inferring from what had 
the public oonfidence of the house; been stated in debate, that it was 
and he must say, that the course intended to exclude the franchise 
they had pursued on the Irish proposed by lord Morpeth. Go- 
franchise appeared to him to dis- vemment, however, would not be 
entitle them to the confidence of justified in considering the vote as 
the house or of the country. ( Ve - conclusive. The principal clause 
kemeni cheering.) of the bill^ — that containing the 

Mr. O'Connell said, that he did franchise— had been affirmed by 
not demand to make population the house on the sooond reading of 
the sole test of the franchise: it the bill ; and it must be considered 
should ha taken in oonj unction that lord Howick’s franchise was 
with property. It was so in Eng* proposed, not with the view of 
land**- why should it be otherwise negativing any other, but os an 
in Ireland } Ireland, however, addition to the franchise contained 
would not despair— she was too in the hill*— an addition which 
peaceable, too wall organiwed. ministers would be quite willing 
Those who doubted him knew not to accept if the house would adopt 
the country which contained five their franchise, 
millions who never tasted the Lord Howlck explained his in- 
liquor of intoxication. But to bis tended course. He had never 
opponents he said, a Go on in your thought of proposing the franchise 
career." They did not disappoint founded on a beneficial interest, 
him ; on the contrary, they ani- except as an addition to some other 
mated his hopes. franchise. If some other franchise. 

On a division, lord Howiok’s which admitted a considerable 
amendment was carried by 291 to number of electors to the right of 
270. voting, were agreed upon by the 

lord John Russell was not pre- house, he should, in that case, and 
pared to say to what extent the in that case only, propose thefran- 
aherathm affected the hill ; and chise of which he had given no- 
ha therefore proposed to postpone tice. Still, he could not support 
Hs further consideration in com- the government clause. He was, 
■uttee till Monday, the 3rd of May. indeed, surprised that the minis* 
Lad Stanley suggested that the ten could call upon the house to 
committee should resume on the decide upon it ; for any one who 
previous Wednesday* To that lord knew any thing of public affairs, 
John Russell agreed ; and lord or of the state of parties, knew 
Stanley postponed his own bill, that if the clause did pats iJutf 
which stood far Wednesday the house, there was no human proha- 
28th of April, until Wednesday bility that the proposed franchise 
the Sth of May. Befbre proceed- would ever become law. The only 
iogwith the oommittee on that day, oonaequence of further discussion 
had John Russell explained the must be to keep up the excitement 
course which he meant to pursue, in the house, and the still sum 
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mischievous excitement in Ireland ; 
leaving the franchise for another 
year in a state of uncertainty., and 
retaining for another year all the 
evils of the registration which arose 
from the undefined state of the 
franchise. 

Sir Robert Peel said, that the 
ministers, the persons entrusted 
with the confidence of the sove- 
reign, had undertaken to settle 
this threat subject, asserting the 
necessity as well of defining the 
franchise, as of adjusting the re- 
gistration. Instead of defining the 
franchise, they proposed a measure 
for destroying it. Lord Howick 
had suggested a different principle, 
that of retaining the beneficial in- 
terest, which he intended to pre- 
serve, in addition to, not in exclu- 
sion of, other franchises. That 
principle the government had en- 
deavoured to overrule. They had 
endeavoured to disfranchise the 
bond Jide freeholder of a clear in- 
terest of 71. lOr. He had put his 
own proceeding upon this plain 
ground, that property ought to be 
the basis of a county qualification. 
But he could not consent to vote 
an important change in the fran- 
chise on the suggestion of an indi- 
vidual member not connected with 
the government, nor with any 
powerful party, and not possessing 
any authority to command the ne- 
cessary information. Nay, the re- 
cent returns expressly stated, that 
those who prepared them had no 
materials for calculating the num- 
ber of voters likely to be produced 
by one or other principle of quali- 
fication. The necessary means of 
information could only exist in the 
hands of government, and there- 
fore, though not disapproving the 
principle of lord Howick’s amend- 
ment, he could not support it prac- 
tically by a vote# 


Lord Morpeth said, that lord 
Howick'* argument in favour of a 
51. beneficial interest bad not been 
resisted by the government, as an 
addition to their own leasehold 
qualification by rating of 8/., but 
as a substitution for it ; and on 
this 8/. qualification, they were 
determined on taking the opinion 
of the house. 

Mr. Sergeant Jackson said a few 
woYds ; and Mr. H. Grattan made 
a vehement invective against lord 
Howick for the proposal of a mea- 
sure which he had kept alive just 
long enough to embarrass hisfriends, 
and then had wanted resolution to 
carry through. He said “ it was 
time for Irish members to speak 
out ; and, as for himself, he would 
risk his life, his character, his all, on 
behalf of the liberties which were 
the birthright of his country." 

Upon the house going into 
committee, a discussion arose upon 
an amendment proposed by Mr. 
Hume, to fill up the blank in the 
second clause (with respect to the 
term of years necessary to ground 
the qualification) with the word 
“ one," instead of “ fourteen.” Se- 
veral honourable members having 
contributed their suggestions for 
a standard of qualification, each 
speaker in turn preferring some- 
thing different from the last, Mr. 
Wand rather happily observed, that 
* 'gentlemen were reallyjishing for 
a franchise. One gentleman re- 
commended one thing; another, 
another. Surely the safe course 
was to follow the government, who 
had brought forward their plan, 
as Sir Robert Peel had said, upon 
their official responsibility." 

Mr. Hume rebuked Mr. Ward 
for his lecture. “ There had been a 
meeting," he said, “ of the opposi- 
tion members two days since, at 
which the policy of that side of the 
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house was decided on ; and no hon- 
ourable member belonging to that 
side would dare to act counter to it. 
But a man in Dublin, or in any 
other part of the empire, knew 
just as much of what the govern- 
ment intended to do as he did. 
The fact was, the government did 
not itself know what it meant to 
do. (Laugher.) Every day some 
new change was proposed/* 

Lord John Russell vindicated 
the proposed leaseholder's qualifi- 
cation, in preference to that of 
mere occupation. 

Sir Robert Peel recommended that 
the government should be allowed 
to fill up the blanks in the way 
which would bring their measure 
into the shape they intended, and 
that the vote of the house should 
then be taken for or against the 
measure so shaped. To that end, 
he should vote with the govern- 
ment now, the details of the bill 
being a matter of perfect indiffer- 
ence to him. 

After a little more debate, the 
bouse divided, and the government 
proposal, fixing the term of lease 
at fourteen years, was carried by 
513 to 47. On the proposal to 
fill up the next blank so as . to fix 
the rating at 8/., Mr. Hume moved 
an amendment to make it 5/. The 
original motion was carried by 434 
to 126. On the question being 
put from the chair, that the clause 
do stand part of the bill, Mr. Bro- 
therton moved that the chairman 
report progress. That amendment 
was rejected by 428 to 98. Amidst 
much confusion, Mr. O'Connell 
then moved that the chairman do 
leave the chair. I mmediately after- 
wards he moved that the chairman 
report progress. Mr. Bernal, the 
chairman, refused to put this mo- 
tion, and a considerable degree of 
confusion ensusing, Mr. Wakley 


taunted Lord John Russell with 
the vacillation of the ministers, 
which produced so much embar- 
rassment to their adherents. Lord 
John Russell retorted upon Mr. 
Wakley, with some ironical com- 
pliments on his inflexibility of prin- 
ciple. Ultimately he said that if 
this clause were rejected, the go- 
vernment would abandon the 
bill. 

Sir Robert Peel said, that be and 
bis friends might, had they so 
pleased, have taken advantage of 
the opportunity afforded them by 
Mr. O'Connell's amendment, and 
have got rid of the bill. They 
wished, however, for a fair and 
unequivocal decision on the clause, 
and therefore he proposed adjourn- 
ing the debate till the next evening, 
which lord John Russell agreed to. 

On the meeting of the house 
the next night, the question was 
again put, that the clause should 
stand part of the bill. This led to 
a renewed but not very connected 
debate on the general merits of 
the bill, the principal speakers be- 
ing lord Stanley, lord Morpeth, 
Mr. Charles Wood, Mr. Hume, 
and Mr. O'Connell. The latter 
said that the approaching defeat of 
the bill, which he foresaw, would 
nevertheless do the ministers much 
good service in Ireland. It would 
be useless and tedious to recapitu- 
late, even in brief summary, the 
arguments used on either side, 
which, from the frequent repeti- 
tion of the same topics, had become 
totally devoid of freshness or no- 
velty. The great interest of the 
debate centred, of course, in the 
division, which excited intense 
eagerness. It at length took place, 
ana the numbers appeared to be— 
For the clause 289; against it 
300— Majority against the govern- 
ment 11. 
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After the division lord John 
Russell said he did not complain 
that the clause had been rejected, 
but that the grounds of the rejec- 
tion had not been made intelligible 
to the government and to the coun- 
try. He was satisfied that no fu- 
ture bill would be useful, which 
should not be based on a definition 
of the franchise ; but be thought 
it could answer no wise or con- 
ciliatory purpose to keep up the 
discussion of the present measure. 
He then moved that the chairman 
do now quit the chair. 

Sir Robert Peel sought no 
lengthened discussion on the mo- 
tion ; but be reminded lord John 
that he had endeavoured to secure 
a fair division on the merits of the 
clause* He was willing to make 
some allowance fbr lord John Rus- 
sell's asperity, after what he felt 
on Wednesday night, when he 
contemplated the position in which 
he whs placed. When lord John 
Russell saw Mr. Shell and Mr, 
Hume, and othersof his supporters, 
indulging in mutual recrimination 
With respect to the policy of go- 
vernment, he must have felt an- 
noyed at the contrast with the 
Unanimity on the other side. To 
show the want of purpose with 
which the government had acted, sir 
Robert Peel observed, that, toconci- 
liate one or two individual mem- 
bers, they had raised the ratings 
test of the franchise from 5/. to 8*. 

a change which, judging by re. 
turns fVom thirty-one unions, swept 
away 76,000 out of the proposed 
constituency of 103,000* Such 
uncalled-for concessions must de- 
stroy all confidence in a govern- 
ment's adhering even to its own 
propositions. 

At the conclusion of this speech, 
a great majority of the members 
quitted the house, leaving a com- 


paratively small audience to hud 
Howick, who briefly attempted to 
justify his own course. Mr. Slaney 
said a few words, and the chairs 
man left the chair. 

Thus came to its end, after so 
many nights’ debate and so much 
warm controversy, the great party 
struggle of the session— the minis- 
terial measure for reforming the 
registration of voters in Ireland ; 
U conclusion to Which it had been 
from an early period pre-doomed 
by its opponents, If not privately 
predestined by its authors. There 
certainly appears much ground, on 
reviewing the history of its origin 
and progress, for the conclusion 
that this bill was introduced by 
the ministers without any sincere 
contemplation of carrying it into 
a law. The operations commenced 
in the preceding session by lord 
Stanley, rendered some counter- 
movement on the part of govern- 
ment necessary. Lord Morpeth's 
bill, little differing from the other 
so far as the registration question 
was concerned, but with the popu- 
lar appendage of an extended fran- 
chise tacked on to it, was suddenly 
put forth into the market, for the 
obvious and scarcely-concealed ob- 
ject of outbidding the rival mea- 
sure. So far as the frustration of 
the latter was concerned, the de- 
ride was completely successful. 
Lord Stanley, though he succeeded 
in overthrowing lord Morpeth s 
measure, was compelled, as he had 
himself prognosticated, when early 
in the session he saw the ministe- 
rial tactics developed, to abandon 
his own, and saw his efforts to 
reform the abuses of the Irish re- 
gistry a second time disappointed. 
But though thus far the end of 
ministers was answered, it can 
hardly be doubted tbat the result 
of these debates and proceedings 
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was a heavy moral loss to the go. 
vernment, impairing in no small 
degree the confidence which had 
been placed in them, and sensibly 
lowering them in public opinion. 
The proceedings on the committal 
of the bill, which, as belonging to 


a measure that ultimately came to 
nought, would in themselves have 
been unworthy of record, yet pos- 
sess, it is conceived, some interest 
as striking illustrations of the de- 
cline and nearly approaching down- 
fall of the whig administration. 


usd 

r isi 

ajar- 

?Tffr 

peii 

XX 

i» 

Jelj 

ri 

jak 

0* 

s* 

if 

& 

& 

ti'i 

hii 

nlf 

& 

ii 

It 

*1 

i 

a 

lit 

f 


Digitized by Google 



64J ANNUAL R EGI S T ER, 1841. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Jews* Civil Disabilities removal Bill — Opposed on second reading 
by Sir R . Inglis — Supported by Lord John Russell— 
Carried by majority of 113 . Speech of Mr . Gladstone against 
the third reading — Answer of Mr. Macaulay — Bill passed by 108 
to 31 . In the House of Ijyrds it is opposed by the Bishops of Lon- 
don and Llandaff \ and other Peers ; supported by the Bishop of St. 
Davids , Marquess of Bute , and Earl of Wicklow — It is refected by 
a majority of 34 . Church of Scotland — Non-intrusion question — Suo. 
ject introduced in the House of Lords by Lord Dalhousie — Speech of 
Lord Aberdeen — The Duke of Argyll takes up the question — Object 
of the Bill introduced by him— His Speech , and Debate on first 
reading — Meeting of the General Assembly of the Scotch Church- 
Dr. Chalmers moves the deposition of the seven Ministers of the 
Sirathbogie Presbytery — Account of their case— Dr. Cooke opposes 
hi m — It is carried by a large majority — The deposed Ministers peti- 
tion the House of Lords — Lord Aberdeen presents Petition— Speech 
of Lord Melbourne , who declines to interfere — Expostulation of Lord 
Brougham with the Government on their conduct — Public Meetings 
in Scotland to express sympathy with the deposed Ministers— Pro- 
ceedings of the Non-intrusion party — Speech of a Delegate at Belfast. 
Seminary of Si. Sulpice , in Lower Canada — Ordinance of Lord 
Sydenham inculpated in House of Lords by Bishop of Exeter — He 
accuses the Government of favouring the Church of Rome — Speech of 
Lord Melbourne — The Duke of Wellington objects to the Ordinance 
— The Bishop of Exeter moves an Address to the Crown— He is an- 
swered by Lords Normanby and Ripon — The Duke of Wellington 
retracts his objection to the Ordinance— The Motion withdrawn. 
College qf Maynooth — Mr. Colquhoun moves for leave to bring in a 
Bill to repeal the Laws connecting it with the State— He animadverts 
on the Doctrines taught at the College , and their effect on the cha- 
racter of the Priesthood — Speeches of Lord Morpeth and Sir R* 
Inglis — Mr. O'Connell vindicates the College and his Church— BiU 
read a first time, but not proceeded with. Church-rates — Mr. East- 
hope brings before the House the case of Mr. Baines — His Resolution 
negatived by majority of 5 — He introduces a Bill to abolish Church- 
rates— It is read a first time , but goes no further. Public Education 
—Motion qf Mr. Ewart for appointment of Minister of Education— 
It is opposed by the Government , and withdrawn — Sir Robert Peel 
vindicates his own efforts to promote Scientific Instruction. Law 
Reform — Punishment of Death — Bills qf Mr . F. Kelly and Lord 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


[65 

John Russell— Mr. Kelly* s Bill mutilated in Committee— He aban- 
dons the measure — The Government carry their Bill — Effect of the 
new Act . Chancery Reform — Bills of Attorney- Genera l and of 
Sir E. Sugden — Appointment of two Judges in Equity opposed by 
the latter — Bill passes through Committee , but finally abandoned by 
the Government. Serjeant Talfourds Copyright Bill rejected . 


A QUESTION involving very 
important principles, though 
it occasioned but little discussion, 
and slight interest in the public 
mind, was raised in this session by 
a hill introduced by Mr. Divett, 
one of the members for Exeter, 
the object of which was to do away 
with the declaration required by the 
Municipal Corporations Act from 
all persons taking corporate offices, 
hjr reason of which members of the 
Jewish persuasion had been de- 
barred from holding civic magis- 
tracies. It was opposed on the 
second reading, by sir R. Inglis, 
who firmly protested against sur- 
rendering that principle of the 
constitution, by which magistracies 
had hitherto been confined to per- 
sons professing Christianity. He 
was answered by lord John Rus- 
sell, who supported the bill, and 
declared his readiness to go fur- 
ther, and admit Jews to seats in 
parliament, if they should demand 
that concession. On a division, 
the second reading of the bill was 
carried in a thin house by a ma- 
jority of 113, only 24 members 
TOtine in the minority. Some fur- 
ther discussion on the principle of 
the bill took place on the third 
reading. Mr. Gladstone renewed 
the opposition by rising to move 
that it be read that day six 
months. 

He was satisfied that it was not 
possible to draw a line between a 
bill to admit Jews to municipal 
offices, and one to permit them to 
hold other offices, including seats 
Voiu LXXXIIJ. 


in parliament. He would state 
his reasons for objecting to the bill. 
They were these. The Jew's pro- 
fession was in itself a disqualifica- 
tion for legislative offices in a 
Christian country. Christianity 
was part and parcel of the law of 
England. Our laws were modelled 
on the principles of Christianity. 
The proceedings in both houses of 
parliament were commenced by the 
solemn invocation of the Almighty, 
and the object set before them was 
the promotion of true religion and 
the glory of God. The question, 
then, really was, would they de- 
stroy the distinctive Christianity of 
the constitution ? The test for 
office was at present a Christian 
test, and this the bill went to an- 
nul. He did not know whether 
he was not rendering himself liable 
to the charge of “sheer intoler- 
ance j" but the ground he occupied 
was precisely the same as if he 
were discussing a purely civil ques- 
tion. Let him guard himself in 
speaking of the Jews as a body. 
Who could doubt there were 
many honest, zealous-minded men 
amongst them ? The stronger, 
therefore, was the objection to 
investing them with the privilege 
of legisl&tingfor Christians. There 
were many Jews, doubtless, who 
would discharge those duties well, 
but still it was the duty of the 
stale to choose those who, as a 
class, were most competent for the 
duties to which they were ap- 
pointed. Now, he did not see 
how it could beheld that the Jews 

[F] 
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possessed the necessary qualifica- 
tions. Mr. Gladstone here called 
attention to the great number of 
questions, essentially connected 
with the highest Christian consi- 
derations, which had come before 
the house during the last ten years. 
For instance, in England the ques- 
tions of church-rates, church ex- 
tension, and national education ; 
iu Scotland, the appointment of 
ministers of the established church ; 
in Ireland such questions were al- 
ways arising. These were the 
questions the most difficult to ad- 
just, the most impossible to agree 
upon, and which most agitated the 
country. 

If Christianity were a great per- 
vading principle of our law, if most 
great questions were intimately 
associated with those principles, 
then those who rejected Christia- 
nity were not competent to enter 
on those subjects. The proposition 
was very different from that upon 
which the claims of the Roman Ca- 
tholics and Dissenters were founded. 
With them we had the common 
bonds of belief in the same Re- 
demption. There were also con- 
siderations which broadly distin- 
guished their case from that of the 
Jews. The one adhered as strongly 
a & ourselves to the text of Chris- 
tianity, the other did not. The 
one constituted a large majority in 
one portion of the united king- 
dom — the others were scarcely 
perceptible on the face of English 
society# So much as to numbers, 
now as to grievances. He was 
not aware that tire Jews had any 
especial ones to complain of. No 
allegation of this kind had ever 
been mode. It was to be borne 
in mind that there were still some 
offices to which the religious test 
was strictly applied. To the holder 
of the crown, to the lord chancellor. 


and to certain great offices in Ire- 
land# In his mind, the constitution 
would be much better preserved 
by limiting the power of holding 
office to Christians, than by ad- 
mitting Jews. The time might 
come when the parliament of Eng- 
land would be called upon to ex- 
ercise functions still more directly 
ecclesiastical. He admitted that 
the present house was, to a certain 
extent, disqualified for discussing 
such questions as these. He did 
not complain of this change ; the 
time might come when the ad- 
mixture of creeds amongst them 
would be so strange that it would 
be an insult to public opiniou to 
think of discharging ecclesiastical 
functions. In introducing these 
men, therefore, to parliament, and 
to other high offices, there existed 
an absolute tendency to disqualify 
parliament for the performance of 
any duties connected with religion, 
and, by easy transitions, to overturn 
the very principles on which the 
constitution of this nation is 
based. 

The honourable gentleman con- 
cluded by moving that the bill be 
read that day six months. 

Mr. Pringle seconded the mo- 
tion. He objected to the prin- 
ciple of the bill, as repugnant to 
the feelings of Christians. 

Mr. Macaulay said, that, leaving 
the question of religious toleration 
in general, he intended to confine 
himself to the positions advanced 
by the honourable gentleman op- 
posite. On the ground that the 
bill relieving the Jews from all 
political disabilities would render 
them at some future time eligible 
to seats in parliament, it had been 
said that those disabilities should 
not be removed. This argument 
was not a fair one. He had listened 
to the speech of the honourable 
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member for Newark, and could 
discover no arguments which could 
not with great facility be applied 
to the members of that house. 

( Cheers . ) Who was to decide on 
points of faith ? — to say which was 
the true religion ? He thought it 
would be inferred that there was 
a great deal of false religion in 
that house. The honourable mem- 
ber bad mistaken the object of the 
bill. It was not to admit Jews 
into the house. The case of our 
excluding Homan Catholics from 
the throne, which had been alluded 
to, was a different one. Mr. 
Macaulay here compared the treat- 
ment of the Jews with that of 
Roman Catholics and Dissenters, 
a» being much worse, and if 
carried out, leading to actual and 
open persecution. He thought 
their exclusion from civil offices a 
practical grievance of which they 
Had a just right to oomplain. The 
Roman Catholics amounted to 6 
or 7,000,000. It was found im- 
possible to resiat the determination 
of disaffected millions. But it was 
•aid the Jews were insignificant 
in point of numbers — that there 
was no need to fear a revolution 
in Petticoat-lane. If they were so 
insignificant a sect, why refuse to 
remove their disabilities ? He ap- 
prehended no danger from it The 
Jews were not a proselytising peo- 
ple ; and he had seen how little 
influence certain articles of faith 
tad in binding the ingenuity of 
certain casuists. He should be 
glad if those of Oxford would in- 
struct the Jews in some of their 
ingenuity, and then he had no 
doubt they would make any decla- 
ration required of them. ( Cheers . ) 
He did not believe that, after re- 
moving the disabilities from the 
Roman Catholics and Protestant 
Dissenters, the house would be 
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guilty of so great an injustice as 
to refuse the same boon to the 
portion of her majesty's subjects 
belonging to the Jewish persua- 
sion. 

Mr. Goulburn opposed the bill. 
He said that Christianity was part 
of the law of the land, and there 
were many cases connected with 
the duty of corporate magistrates, 
in which a Jew could not con- 
sistently enforce the law. He 
instanced charges of blasphemy, 
and the obligations connected with 
the observance of the Lord's day. 

Sir H. H. Inglis followed on 
the same side. Lord Sandon ex- 
pressed himself in favour of the 
bill. After a little more discus- 
sion the house divided, when there 
appeared — For the third reading 
108; against it 31 — Majority 77, 

The bill was then read a third 
time and passed. 

In the House of Lords, however, 
the measure experienced a different 
fate. The bishop of Llandaff 
moved its rejection on the third 
reading, and was supported by the 
earl of Winchelsea, the earl of 
Galloway, and the bishop of Lon- 
don, who protested with much 
energy against the principle in- 
volved in the bill, while he ex- 
pressed a sincere respect for many 
individual members of the Jewish 
body. He knew that many of 
them were men of unbounded libe- 
rality, and of indiscriminate charity, 
and he would not shrink from pro- 
nouncing them worthy of imitation 
by many of their Christian fellow- 
men. He knew them, too, to be 
men of honour and veracity ; but 
let it not be concealed from their 
lordships, that the leading men of 
the European Jews were not so 
much influenced by the religion of 
Moses as by the visionary doc- 
trines of the Talmud, by which 
CF2] 
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the people were kept in the dark- 
pass of ignorance. He believed 
that the Jews interested in the 
passing of this measure were few 
in number, and that the humbler 
classes cared nothing about it. In- 
deed, he doubted much whether 
the more sincere and conscientious 
Jews would think themselves jus- 
tified in accepting offices under the 
present bill. The question was, in 
fine, as he had stated it— -namely, 
whether they were prepared to 
break down the constitutional prin- 
ciple of the country, and do away 
that national homage which had 
hitherto been paid to the Christian 
religion. 

On the other side, the bill was 
supported by the marquess of Bute, 
the earl of Wicklow, and the 
bishop of St. David's. The latter 
reverend prelate said, he thought 
the Christian religion would be in 
no way endangered by such a mea- 
sure as this, and he looked on it as 
a matter of policy, as far as pos- 
sible, to conciliate the affections of 
a wealthy and powerful body of 
individuals towards the land of 
their birth, to which they might 
be attached, although they must 
ever remain to a certain extent 
foreigners and aliens. 

The supporters of the bill also 
dwelt upon the inconsistency of 
that state of the law which allowed 
Jews to serve as sheriffs, and even 
gave to certain municipal bodies 
a discretionary power of admitting 
Jews or not, while in other cases 
it excluded them by the declara- 
tion now sought to be removed. 
There was, however, little novelty 
exhibited in the speeches on either 
side, which embraced nearly the 
same topics as those already pre- 
sented by the speakers in the 
House of Commons. 

Upon a division there appeared 
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— For the third reading of the :i , 
bill 64; for the amendment 98— , v 

Majority against the third reading 
34. The bill was consequently , t 
lost. _ 

The still unsettled controveny Sr 

respecting the right of patronage ^ 

in the church of Scotland led to 
some discussion in parliament and tr . 

elsewhere, which it will be proper ^ 
briefly to notice. At an early h < 

period of the session, lord Had- 
dington introduced the subject in ^ 

the house of lords, by inquiring of 
lord Melbourne whether govern- ^ 

meat entertained any intention of ^ 

introducing a measure on the sub- /' 

ject, to which the prime minister 
returned an answer in the nega- 
tive. On a subsequent day, the ^ 
earl of Dalhousie again brought . 
the subject on the tapis. He oh- ■ 1 
served, that the bill which had 1 
been introduced in the preceding ^ 
session by lord Aberdeen, though 
it passed a second reading, had ul- ** 
timately been withdrawn, and that 
the demands of the clergy had 
since been carried farther than 
ever. Instead of asking from par- ' 
Iiament for a sanction of the veto '• 
on the admission of ministers, they ^ 
now demanded the abolition of 
patronage altogether. The ex- ^ 

treme party had prepared and r" 

brought forward a bond which V. 
bore on the face of it the character 
of a solemn covenant. It was 
headed, “ An engagement in de- 
fence of the liberty of the church | : * 
of Scotland/’ and by it they en- 
gaged in holy covenant to main- ^ 
tain, at all hazards, the principles p : 
therein set forth, and on no account 
to make any surrender or com- p' 
promise of them. When he saw h 
this feeling, he came to the con- 
elusion, that any measure such as K 
that which was brought forward 
in the last session of parliament \ 
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eould be attended with no bene- 
ficial result, and that the best 
course would be, as the demands 
were so extravagant and mon- 
strous, to leave the law as it at 
present stood, to see that its pro- 
visions were rigorously enforced, 
tad that its authority was vindi- 
cated on the heads of those who 
violated or evaded it. He believed 
that the extravagant claims made 
bjr a part of the clergy were op- 
posed by a large majority of the 
people of Scotland, who were capa- 
ble of forming an opinion, that a 
huge majority of the clergy ob- 
jected to them, and the general 
body of the Dissenters in Scotland 
bad publicly expressed their dis- 
approbation. He concluded by in- 
quiring of Lord Aberdeen, whether 
it was his intention to proceed 
with the bill which he had intro- 
duced itt the last session. 

The earl of Aberdeen was not 
sorry to have an opportunity af- 
forded him of answenng this ques- 
tion. He should avail himself of 
it to state what course he intended 
to pursue, and his reasons for it. 
The subject had lost none of its 
interest since the last session ; it 
bad, however, assumed of late a 
new feature. It might seem 
strange, that he should not per- 
severe in a measure which had re- 
ceived the sanction of a majority 
of the house in the last session, 
and to which a great portion of 
the clergy and people of Scotland 
bad responded favourably. Never- 
theless, he could not forget that 
her majesty's government had de- 
clined to interfere with it. Lord 
Melbourne had abstained from ex- 
pressing any opinion about the 
subject, but tbe lord chancellor 
strongly objected to tbe bill, com- 
pering it a violation of the rights 
of patronage. The General Assem- 


bly also objected to it ; they viewed 
it as incompatible with the interests 
of the church, and as rivetting still 
more closely the rights of patron- 
age ; nay, they spoke of it as an 
attempt to dethrone the Redeemer 
from his seat. He hoped his bill 
was justly liable to neither of these 
objections; but different as they 
were when they came to be united 
in practical opposition to the mea- 
sure, and when that opposition 
was aided virtually by her majes- 
ty's government and tbe dominant 
party in the Assembly, he was 
satisfied that the beneficial effects 
which he had expected from his 
bill would be defeated. He had 
an additional reason for not press- 
ing his measure this session. He 
could not now help believing, that 
tbe total abolition of patronage 
was the real object at which the 
petitionersfor non-intrusion aimed; 
the measure which he had intro- 
duced was certainly not calculated 
to satisfy them on that head, and 
therefore it would be useless to 
revive it. He did not object to 
the course pursued by the govern- 
ment, of abstaining from any in- 
terference with the subject. Such 
non-interference, however, ought 
to be bondjide and sincere. Now 
he did not for a moment question 
the honesty and sincerity of the 
noble viscount (Melbourne), but 
care should be taken that all the 
other members of government 
should speak and act in harmony 
with him. Tbe principal law- 
officer of the government in Scot- 
land was looked upon, erroneously 
or not, as the principal supporter 
of the extreme party. Now the 
lord Advocate was regarded iu 
Scotland as a much more important 
personage than the noble viscount 
himself ; he was in fact the go- 
vernment. A declaration in that 
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house, unaccompanied by unifor- 
mity of conduct in the other mem- 
bers of the government, would not 
produce the effect which was de- 
sired. He was aware that reports 
had been industriously circulated 
by the dominant party in the 
assembly, that he entertained in- 
tentions of introducing a much 
stricter and more coercive measure 
than his former one on this sub- 
ject. He had no such intention, 
and this they very well knew, but 
as the rumour would afford a pre- 
text for a little declamation and 
abuse, they did not scruple to 
resort to it. Persecution was the 
object of the dominant party, and 
cruelly had they persecuted their 
brethren for no act but their obe- 
dience to the law of the land. 
But the law, if temperately and 
steadily administered, would be 
too strong for these reverend agi- 
tators. The subject here dropped. 

A few days afterwards, tho 
duke of Argyle announced to 
the house, that if no other noble 
lord undertook the task, he should 
feel it to be his duty to intro- 
duce a measure with reference 
to the right of patronage in 
the church of Scotland. Lord 
Aberdeen said, he should cer- 
tainly pay the utmost atten- 
tion to any bill which the noble 
duke might introduce on the 
subject. At the same time, he 
could not help thinking that the 
noble duke, who had supported 
his (lord Aberdeen’s) measure of 
last session, was not aware of the 
difficulties which he would now 
have to encounter in legislating. 
He bad himself repeatedly, last 
year, expressed bis opinion that the 
dominant party in the church of 
Scotland were not aiming at the 
total abolition of the right of 
patronage. This opinion be had 


expressed, fully believing the de- ^ 
clarations that were made to him 
on the subject. But now, when 
he saw the same parties who had ^ 

last year limited their prayer to - 

the point of non-intrusion, adopt- ^ 

ing by large majorities, petitions ta 

praying for the total abolition of & 

patronage, he could not help g 

thinking that a great change had - 

taken place in their views. There il 

was not a petition presented to the 
house in the present session, that i 
did not pray for the total abolition i* 
of patronage. Lord Aberdeen then g 
referred to some proceedings which u 
had taken place at public meetings la 
and meetings of presbyteries, in i.n 
which an active part had been 
taken in favou r of the total abolition a s 

of patronage by some of those very i 
persons whom the duke of Argyle d 
had referred to as his authorities 
for the moderation of the non- p 
intrusion ists. He sincerely hoped t\ 
that the noble duke might prove ^ 
to be more right than himself in i[ 
his estimate of what their wishes t % 
really were, and if so, would gladly 
render him every assistance m his 
power. 

On the 1st of May, the duke of u. 

Argyle presented his promised bill ^ 

to the house. In the able speech $ 

in which he in troduced it, the noble ^ 

duke, after referring to the history ^ 

of the various acts of the legis- i E 

la t ure affecting the right of pa- ^ 

tronage in the church of Scotland, * 

proceeded to read some letters from ^ 

some of the most influential leaders w 

of the dominant party in the * 

church, with the view of showing $ 

that the total abolition of patron- * 

age, as by law established, was not f G 

the means by which this party * 

dented to see the existing differ- 
enoes settled. Two of these were ^ 
written by Dr. Gordon and Dm j 
C^almero, ami i^4iat<d on behalf l 
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of themselves and of the General 
Assembly, the imputed desire for 
the abolition of patronage, stating 
that the great object of the church, 
which she could not abandon, was 
only to prevent the intrusion of 
ministers on reclaiming congre- 
gations, and the interference of the 
civil courts in matters spiritual. 
Another letter was from Mr. Cand- 
liah which, while it expressed the 
adherence of the writer, on prin- 
ciple, to anti-patronage views, 
professed his willingness for the 
rake of the peace and security of 
the church to acquiesce in a mea- 
sure for a settlement of the ques- 
tion upon the more moderate and 
limited basis. The noble duke 
then explained, that the object of 
the bill he now proposed was to 
give effect to the principle of non- 
intrusion on the right of the con- 
gregation to give their approval or 
dissent, to the appointment of any 
presentee that might be offered 
them by the patron. He said he 
felt convinced that unless some 
measure to this effect were passed, 
the most lamentable consequences 
to the church of Scotland would 
ensue, and there could be no doubt 
that a secession of a large number 
of the members of the church 
would take place, while if the 
principle of non-intrusion were 
conceded, the surest means would 
be taken to put an end to the agi- 
tation of those who were opposed 
to patronage altogether. The noble 
duke concluded by an earnest ap- 
peal to their lordships, on the 
urgent importance of the subject, 
and having moved the first reading 
of the bill, said he should wait to 
move the second reading until the 
meeting of the General Assembly 
had taken place. 

Lord Aberdeen said, that the 
object ot the noble duke's bill was 


neither more nor less than to 
legalise the veto, and that under 
circumstances more objectionable 
than its original language. It 
provided that if a majority of the 
male heads of families in a parish 
should go before the presbytery 
and state their objections to the 
“ call/’ the presbytery should be 
compelled to reject the presentee, 
although no reason for the objec- 
tion had been stated. He (lord 
Aberdeen) wished to give full 
expression to the genuine and 
honest feelings and wishes of the 
people in these matters, but he 
could not give his support to a 
measure which might lead to the 
monstrous consequence of com- 
pelling the presbytery to reject a 
presentee, though he were objected 
to for no other reason than because 
he had been presented, or because 
he had been compelled to take the 
oath of allegiance. Such conces- 
sions, if made, would never be 
satisfactory or final, and the agi- 
tation which had been carried on 
did not give the parties who 
claimed this concession a title to 
any such favour. 

Lord Dunfermline would oppose 
the measure, which, he believed, 
contained the seeds of future agi- 
tation. He had all his life been 
an advocate of liberal measures, 
and in resisting this bill, he con- 
ceived he was promoting the cause 
of toleration, peace, and religious 
liberty. 

The Marquess of Breadalbane 
expressed his intention to support, 
and the earl of Haddington to 
oppose, the bill, which was then 
read a first time. 

On the 27th May, the meeting 
of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland took place, and 
the case of the seven clergymen of 
the presbytery of Strathbogie un* 
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der libel of the church courts came 
under consideration. The par- 
ticulars of this case, which has 
excited so much interest, may be 
stated in a few words. Their 
alleged offence consisted in having 
set at nought the provisions of a 
law passed by the church of Scot- 
land, in 1834, and commonly 
known as the Veto Act. A Mr. 
Edwards had been presented by 
the lawful patron of the parish of 
Mamoch, but a majority of the 
male heads of families having ex- 
ercised their veto against the 
presentee, the seven ministers, 
members of the presbytery of 
Strathbogie, refused to admit him. 
Thus rejected, Mr. Edwards had 
recourse to the civil tribunal and 
succeeded in obtaining a decree of 
the supreme civil court against the 
recusant presbytery. Placed in 
this dilemma between the conflict- 
ing forces of civil and ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, each of which respec- 
tively denied the competency oF 
the other, the seven Strathbogie 
ministers took that course which 
they considered the more impera- 
tive duty, yielded obedience to the 
law of the land, and admitted the 
presentee. For this offence they 
were now placed at the bar of the 
General Assembly, and their coun- 
sel addressed the court in their 
defence. When he had concluded. 
Dr. Chalmers rose, and in a speech 
of great length moved the depo- 
sition of the above seven persons 
from the holy ministry. He de- 
nied that the assembly could take 
any other course, after the past 
conduct of the Strathbogie pres- 
bytery, and said that no subse- 
quent arrangement of the existing 
difference between the church and 
the government could have any 
influence upon their present deci- 
sion. He dwelt upon the dis- 


tinction between two things which, 
he said, had been much con- 
founded, viz. the church’s principle 
of non-intrusion in the disposal of 
her preferment, and her right of 
jurisdiction in matters purely ec- 
clesiastical. The present question 
belonged to the latter category- 
being simply an exercise of the 
church’s judicial authority on her 
refractory members. He depre- 
cated the mode by which the state 
was endeavouring to carry on the 
contest by a war of interdicts and 
processes. Better than this surely 
that the legislature should let us 
know, from their own mouth, what 
their understanding is of our foot- 
ing as a national church; or, 
which is the same thing, on what 
terms they are willing to continue 
with us the endowments and pri- 
vileges of an establishment, and 
then shall we as distinctly under- 
stand whether, on the principles 
of a Christian church we can 
accept or should decline these 
terms. This is the fair, honest, 
aboveboard, and, let me add, gen- 
tlemanly style of proceeding, and 
far more creditable, 6Urely, than 
this attempt to bear us down, by 
letting loose upon the church the 
agents and executioners of law. 
Were it an ordinary question of 
common or statute law I could 
understand it ; but it is the far 
higher question of jurisdiction 
which has .arisen — • a question 
which should only be settled on 
the higher arena of parliament, 
instead of being suspended on the 
issue of a combat between the co- 
ordinate courts to fight and ful- 
minate against each other— they 
with an apparatus of pains and 
penalties which are formidable to 
nature— we, with nothing at com- 
mand but those spiritual excom- 
munications, against which nature 
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lifts her stout and contemptuous 
defiance^ There is only one right 
way of cutting short this per- 
plexity. There must, on our 
part, be resolute principle and 
resolute endurance m the mean- 
time, and then we shall know 
what to do when once the legis- 
lature has spoken, — whether, on 
the one hand, they shall keep it 
ponble for conscientious men to 
work their endowed institute ; or, 
on the other, they shall charm the 
hearts of Radicals and Voluntaries, 
by letting the world know that 
any national establishment of theirs 
implies an utter prostration of the 
ecclesiastical to the secular power/' 
He then enlarged on the enormity 
of the offence committed by the 
suspended parties against the rights 
and authority of the church, and 
the impossibility of any compro- 
mise on such a question of prin- 
ciple. u The church of Scotland,” 
be said, “ can never give way, and 
wiUsooner give up her existence as 
a national establishment than give 
up her powers as a self-acting and 
self-regulating body, to do what 
in her judgment is best for the 
honour of the Redeemer, and the 
interest of his kingdom upon earth. 
We can see no other alternative. 
If these men do not humble them- 
selves, their deposition is inevitable. 
The church of Scotland cannot 
tolerate, and, what is more, it 
could not survive, the scandal of 
quietly putting up with a delin- 
quency so enormous as that into 
which these brethren have fallen.” 

Dr. Cook, on the opposite side, 
in an elaborate speech, proposed a 
counter-motion, to dismiss the 
ministers at the bar, and confirm 
them in their present rank of 
ministers of file church of Scotland. 

After a long debate the vote 
was agreed to, when there ap- 


peared, for Dr. Chalmers* motion 
222 ; for Dr. Cook*s motion 125 — 
majority for the deposition of the 
seven ministers 97. 

After passing this sentence, the 
Assembly proceeded to declare the 
parishes vacant, and they also sen- 
tenced Mr. Edwards to be deprived 
of his license as a minister of 
the church. Thus ejected from 
their benefices by the decree of the 
General Assembly, the seven mi- 
nisters appealed to parliament A 
petition from them was presented 
on the 15th of June, by lord 
Aberdeen in the house of lords, in 
which they called upon the house 
to save them, by its interference, 
from the consequences of the 
sentence which had been pro- 
nounced. 

Lord Aberdeen said, that these 
men had been deposed, simply 
because they had obeyed the law ; 
and although lord Melbourne had 
promised to uphold the law, the 
enormous expense of asserting 
their rights brought ruin upon in- 
dividuals, even if in the end those 
rights should be established. The 
question had become a public one, 
and he agreed with the peti- 
tioners, that the government was 
bound to come forward and pro- 
tect them. 

Lord Melbourne, although he 
deeply regretted the state of the 
Scotch church, and especially the 
circumstances of the petitioners, 
defended the conduct of govern- 
ment in abstaining from all legis- 
lation on the subject. It would 
have been an interference with the 
internal affairs of the church, and 
the consequences would have been 
most injurious. Lord Aberdeen 
had said that the church of Rome 
never carried its presumption far- 
ther than the church of Scotland 
had done on this occasion# “ hut the 
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church of Scotland/' said lord 
Melbourne, “ was equal to the 
church of Rome at any day, of 
which many instances could be 
produced from history.’* {Laugh- 
ter.) The question, however, at 
issue was a most difficult one, but 
It was the wish of the government 
to enforce the law, and he bad no 
doubt that the lord advocate had 
done, and would do, all that his 
duty required of him. 

Lord Haddington remarked upon 
the studious evasion of any opi- 
nion by lord Melbourne. He had 
confined himself to a simple ex- 
pression of sympathy with the 
petitioners, and beyond this he had 
said nothing, as he had done 
nothing. He had spoken of en- 
forcing the law, but it was plain 
that his idea of enforcing the law 
ws& to abstain from interference. 
In consequence of his constant 
vacillation it was, that matters had 
assumed so formidable a character, 
and even now, when the General 
Assembly had gone the length of 
appointing a roving commission to 
resist the law whenever it thought 
there was a fit opportunity, they 
had no assurance that the lord 
advocate would interfere. 

Lord Nonnanhy defended the 
lord advocate ; and lord BreadaL 
bane and the duke of Argyle 
deprecated any interference, until 
the courts of law had come to a 
decision an the whole merits of the 
question. 

Lord Brougham could not ima- 
gine any course more directly 
calculated to encourage the law- 
breakers in Scotland in their resist- 
ance to the constituted authorities 
than that the case should be allowed 
to rest in the hands of the govern- 
ment. He could not conceive 
anything less satisfactory to those 
who wished to see the law re* 


spected. A declaratory measure 
was in no way called for. The 
question had been decided by the 
Court of Session, and their decision 
had been affirmed by their lord* 
ships as a Court of Appeal in the 
last resort: it had been declared 
and acted upon by the proper legal 
authorities, and nothing remained 
but that it should be put in force. 

Lord Melbourne contended, that 
the government bad executed, and 
would execute, the law. The best 
way to do so, was to leave the law 
to execute itself. 

Lord Brougham replied, that 
the intentions expressed by the 
government and the tendency of 
their actions, were precisely con- 
trary. They professed a desire to 
execute the law, but both their 
speeches and their conduct tended 
only to encourage those who vio- 
lated it. If they were really 
desirous of acting up to their pro- 
fessions, they should give directions 
to the agents and law officers of 
the crown in Scotland to relieve 
those who were oppressed by 
wrong-doere from the costs and 
risk of resisting oppression. The 
petition was laid on the table. 

About the same time at which 
this discussion took place in the 
House of Lords, large and influential 
meetings were held at Edinburgh, 
at Glasgow, and at other places, 
at which strong resolutions were 
passed, reprobating the proceedings 
of the Assembly and sympathising 
with the situation of the deposed 
ministers. On the other hand, 
the non-intrusion party were not 
backward in appealing to the po- 
pular sympathy in behalf of their 
cause. Deputations of the leading 
champions of those principles were 
seat about to convene meetings, 
and rouse public feeling in support 
of the menaced liberties of the 


a 

i-? 


id 

I# 


r s 

ii 

'n 

tfi 

|. Jnj 

“ii 

it 

fee 

nt 

I'bti 

Mi 

fcpri 

tii 

fii, ; 

V 

* 1 

It. 

Ms 

r; : 

u 

h 

* 

a 

* 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


[75 


kirk. The language which was 
employed for this purpose was, cer- 
tainly, in some instances, of no 
measured character. One sample 
may suffice, from the fervid oration 
of a delegate of the non-intrusion 

K y sent into the North of Ire- 
, who thus addressed a meeting 
held in a preabyterian church at 
Belfast. 

“ Our opponents, in their head, 
long advocacy of the civil law, 
assert that, even though all the 
people of a parish should protest, 
we must ordain ; that, though not 
a solitary communicant should 
attend the church, we must ordain ; 
that, though the bayoneta should 
bristle in Die churchyard, we must 
ordain ; that, though the carbines 
of the cavalry should be discharged 
among our assembled people, we 
must ordain; that, though the 
dragoons should cut their way to 
the church through Scottish hearts, 
we must ordain. This is what our 
enemies say. And what is my 
reply? It hi this-— Before my 
God, before my church, before the 
people, and before the world, 1 
never will ordain. (Vehement 
cheering.) • * * * 

* 1 have stood in a wild castle, 
on the seashore of my native dis- 
trict, in the dungeons of whioh 
the martyrs of the faith lay till 
they rotted— where they heard no 
sound save the howling of the 
winds, and the roar of the billows 
of the German ocean. I have 
dsscended into those dark cells, 
and placed my fingers in the walls 
where they were confined. Chains 
were scarce in those times— they 
wore in urgent demand ; and, in- 
stead of fettering the captives, 
they tied their arms above their 
heads, and, forcing their thumbs 
into two holes in the wall* wedged 
them fait with pirns of wood. 


crushing them till the blood and 
marrow oosed out. I have stood, 
my friends, in those places of 
horrible recollection: but, sootier 
should these hands be crushed by 
those revolting processes of cruelty, 
than they should be placed on the 
bead of an Edwards.’* (Great 
applause.) 

Among the topics of discussion 
in the House of Lords, in the early 
part of the session, was one which 
arose upon the subject of un ordi- 
nance of lord Sydenham as gover- 
nor of the Canadas, whereby the 
Roman Catholic seminary of St. 
Sulpice, in Lower Canada, was 
incorporated, and the seignory of 
the island of Montreal confirmed 
to that institution. A petition 
was presented to the house, by the 
bishop of Exeter, against this or- 
dinance, signed by all the pro- 
testant clergy of Montreal, by 
eighteen out of the twenty-four 
magistrates, by two members of 
the Special Council, and by the 
solicitor-general of Lower Canada. 

The bishop, in a speech which 
occupied two hours mod a half in 
the delivery, contended that the 
ordinance was illegal and uncon. 
stitutional, transferring property, 
which legally belonged to the 
crown, to a Roman Catholic insti- 
tution, and thus giving an encou- 
ragement to popery which had 
never before been ventured upon. 
The hishop said, he regarded this 
as one of the recent encroachments 
of Rome. Bigot they might 
think him, but he believed there 
never was a time when such 
gigantic strides were made by 
Rome to regain her lost power, 
nor a time when they were met 
by such utter indifference on the 
part of the executive government 
of a protectant country. He wished 
he could fairly mj with indif? 
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ference — he should rather say, 
with fondness and partiality. The 
people of Montreal, he said, looked 
on the ordinance as a violation of 
good faith towards those who had 
held the Lower Province at the risk 
of their lives. 

Lord Melbourne contended that 
the rights of the seminary of St. Sul- 
iee to the estates, were confirmed 
y a possession of seventy years, and 
by many acts by which their claims 
were recognised. If this did not 
constitute a right, and supersede 
all previous claims, there was 
nothing fixed or stable amongst 
mankind. The bishop had charged 
the government with a deliberate 
intention to favour the advance* 
ment of the church of Rome. Vis- 
count Melbourne said he could 
only deny that 9uch was the fact 
He did not deny that that church 
showed a disposition to make rapid 
strides. But was this the case 
with no other church? Had the 
presbyterian church of Scotland 
or the protestant church of Eng- 
land shown no signs of the spirit 
of domination ? If the right 
reverend prelate had generalised 
his statement a little more, there 
would not be much difference of 
opinion between them. He trusted 
their lordships would look at the 
ordinance as an attempt to secure 
a fair settlement of an important 
question without disturbing the 
tranquillity of the Canadian pro- 
vinces. 

The duke of Wellington con- 
tended, that whatever the equitable 
title of the seminary might be, it 
was not a legal body, nor had it 
in fact any legal title. In order 
to give this title the corporation 
haa been created : which deprived 
the crown of its legal claims to the 
estates. He regarded the ordi- 
nance as involving a total departure 
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from the principles of the Reforms, 
tion, which had been maintained 
in Canada ever since its acquisi- 
tion. He denied the right to 
transfer the property by ordi- 
nances. It had been formally 
made over to the assembly of Ca- 
nada by the Act of Union, and 
the British government had no 
right to dispose of it under an 
ordinance, which was in other re- 
spects unconstitutional. The noble 
duke referred to his opinion for- 
merly expressed, that the measure 
for the union of the two provinces 
had been premature — he did not 
now press that opinion, but he 
entreated their lordships to give 
their best consideration during the 
interval which would elapse before 
this question came again before the 
house, to a subject which involved 
some of the most important prin- 
ciples, especially with reference to 
the religious institutions of the 
country, that ever came under the 
notice of the legislature. ’ 
Some days afterwards the bishop 
of Exeter renewed his opposition 
by a motion for an address to the 
crown, to withhold the royal sanc- 
tion from the ordinance of lord Sy- 
denham. He contended again at 
great length, that it was illegal, 
unconstitutional, without prece- 
dent, and unjust towards the 
province which it affected. The 
amount of the property in question, 
he stated at about 30,000/. pet 
annum., which, in ft country 
where there was no provision for 
the poor, would enable the Roman 
Catholic ecclesiastics to plant the 
standard of their church triumph* 
antly throughout the province. 
He argued that when Canada was 
ceded to the British, the right* 
which the French king then pos- 
sessed, devolved, by the right of 
conquest, to the English crown. 
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As the seminary had been endowed fiance of the fundamental laws of 
by the deed of Louis 14th, for the land. 

propagating the established religion The marq uess of Normanby said, 

of Fiance among the Indians, so, that the bishop of Exeter had all 
by the right of conquest, the sove- along assumed, in respect to this 
reign of Great Britain acquired ordinance, that it was a mere whim 
the right of applying the funds of of lord Sydenham's. Why, one of 
the seminary, towards the esta- the very reasons for which lord 
blished religion of his own king. Sydenham had asked an extension 
dom. Not that he (the bishop of of the powers of the Special Council 
Exeter) asserted that it was the was, that it could not render per- 
bounden duty of the crown of manent an ordinance which was 
England to seize the whole funds introduced under sir John Col- 
to protestant purposes : a portion • bourne's government, to give effect 
of the property might have been to the arrangement that had been 
reasonably conceded to the original made with the seminary of St. 

C oses of the seminary, but, at Sul pice. The seminary surren- 
i a portion should have been dered a considerable part of its 
appropriated in the exercise of the property, in order that it might 
crowns unquestionable right, to enjoy the advantages held out by 
tbe religious instruction of pro- the ordinance. There had been a 
te8tants, Tbe crown, however, bargain which had been fulfilled 
had no longer tbe disposal of this on one side. The value of the 
property: for its claim had been property granted to the corpora- 
surrendered, along with other tion had been extremely exagge- 
crown rights, to the legislature of rated ; it did not exceed 260,000/. 
the United Province in considera- currency at the very utmost. Lord 
tion of the civil list. The or- Normanby then proceeded to prove, 
(finance, he contended, clearly that the rights of ecclesiastical 
amounted to a violation of the Act seignories had been confirmed and 
of Supremacy. The incorporation recognised at the capitulation in 
of the seminary of St. Nicolet, 1759, by the treaty of Parish 
during the colonial administration which left the priests of St. Sul- 
of loro Bathurst, in the reign of pice in the enjoyment of the same 
George the 4th, formed no prece- privileges with those of the sister 
dent for this, being distinguished institution at Paris : by the Act of 
by the circumstance that St. Ni- 1774, which was passed without 
colet was a lay incorporation, any opposition from the bishops in 
whereas tbe present, being an in- the House of Lords^ while in the 
corporation for strictly ecclesiastical House of Commons it was expressly 
purposes, which was the true dis- denounced by col. Barre, because 
tinctian in law, was an ecclesias- it made the Roman Catholic the 
deal corporation; and he denied established religion of the pro- 
file right to incorporate a popish vince: and in 1792, Mr. Burke 
institution of that nature, salvd spoke of his having voted for “ an 
republic in this country, or in establishment of tbe church of 
any of its dependencies. To pass England conjointly with an eita- 
this measure, would be to commit blishment made some years ago by 
a great national crime, in fact, to Act of Parliament, of the Roman 
p4*di »e whole provinces in de- Catholics in the French conquered 


Digitized by Google 



78] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 

country of Canada.’* Lord Nor- copy of former transactions. He 
manby maintained, that the semi- could see no distinction between 
nary of St. Nicolet, incorporated the present incorporation of St. 
under instructions from lord Ba- Sulpice and that of St. Nicolet, 
thurst, was a valid precedent for which took place when he was 
this ordinance. That corporation himself in the Cabinet. He had 
consisted entirely of ecclesiastics ; also been a party to the despatch 
and if its objects were partly edu- of lord Aberdeen in 1835, to 
cational, so were those of St. Sul- which no man who had been a 
pice. This ordinance made strict concurrent party could consistently 
provision for the visitation of the object, on account of religious prin- 
corporation, and an account of its ciples, to this ordinance. Hetherc- 
expenditure, as well as its rules lore could not now stand upon the 
and regulations, were to be sub- grounds which he had taken on 
mitted to the Governor for the the former night in opposition to 
time being. In conclusion, he re- this ordinance. He had then en- 
minded the house that this semi- treated the house to look into the 
nary existed on the faith of the documents referred to by the bishop 
assurances given by all govern- of Exeter ; he had himself done 
ments from the date of the act of so, and he had in addition looked 
1744 to the present time. into some other documents which 

The earl of Ripon said, he was ought likewise to have been re- 
at a leas to guess the grounds on ferred to, and the conclusion to 
which they were called upon to which he had arrived was a resolu- 
disallow the ordinance by which tion to vote against the present 
they would seriously endanger the motion. 

peace and harmony of Canada. After this frank and character- 
When he went to the Colonial istic speech of the duke of Wel- 
Office, he found the seminary in lington, the bishop of Exeter with- 
peaceable possession of all the ad- drew his motion, 
vantages which were to be con- A motion was made on the 2nd 
firmed by this ordinance. March by Mr. Colquhoun, for leave 

The duke of Wellington said, to bring in a bill to amend the Acts 
that he was satisfied that no one of 35 Geo. 3rd. c. 21, and 40 Geo. 
could dispute the equitable title of 3rd. c. 85, of the Irish parliament, 
the seminary of St. Sulpice to a relating to the college of May- 
part of this property. He had nooth. By the first of these Acts 
indeed been disposed to think that a body of trustees were appointed, 
the bulk of it had been made over a majority of whom were to be 
by the Act of Union to the pro- laymen, composed partly of pro- 
vinces ; but when he expressed his testants. They had the appoint- 
. opinion to that effect, he had not ment of the professors, ana they 
been aware of many former trans- drew up the rules of the college, 
actions relating to the seminary, to By the same Act a number of 
some of which he had been himself persons, comprising the principal 
a party, but which he had since for- functionaries of the realm, the 
gotten. Until he saw the papers chancellor and judges of Ireland, 
now on the table of the house, he were constituted visiters of the col- 
had not the least notion that the lege, and the Lord-lieutenant was 
ordinance in question was but a directed to receive the reports made 
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by them. But by the subsequent 
Act, the 40 Geo. 3rd. c. 85, the 
objects contemplated by Mr. Pitt, 
which bad in view, first, a control 
by the laity over the college, and 
secondly, a control on the part of 
the government, were unhappily 
frustrated. The latter Act reversed 
the whole arrangement, deprived 
the government of all control, 
turned the visitation into a com- 
plete farce, and consigned an un- 
limited power to the trustees, of 
whom, under this Act, four-fifths 
were Homan Catholic ecclesiastics, 
with the right of filling up their 
number when vacancies arose. He 
thought that the time had now 
arrived, when the sentiments ex- 
pressed out of doors with reference 
to the college of May nooth, should 
find an echo within those walls, 
and when the sanction hitherto 

C to that college by the legis- 
abould be finally withdrawn. 
He was sure that no man would 
for a moment say, that Mr. Pitt 
and lord Castlereagh would have 
lent themselves to the establish- 
ment of such a system, if they 
could have foreseen such results as 
the present generation had wit- 
nessed. The writers whose works 
were the class-books at Maynootb, 
taught doctrines the most opposed 
to loyalty towards the crown, to 
the peace of the state, and to 
religious freedom. Mr. Colquhoun 
then cited passages from the writ- 
ings of some of these authors, 
which went to dissolve the duty of 
allegiance towards the sovereign, 
and to sever all social bonds be- 
tween members of the church and 
heretics. Would it be said, that 
though these books were read, the 
doctrine* they contained were not 
inculcated? There could be no 
doubt that the priesthood educated 
at Maynootb imbibed the doc trines 


which they contained. Mr. Cob- 
quhoun referred to the evidence 
given by Mr. O’Connell in 1835, 
to that of Mr. Dennis Brown, and 
to the work of Mr. Inglis the 
traveller, in illustration of the 
character of the Maynooth priests. 
He referred also to the evidence 
given before the committed in 
1835, with respect to the system 
of intimidation exercised by the 
Roman Catholic priesthood at elec- 
tions, and which, he contended, 
afforded a practical illustration of 
the doctrines which they taught. 
In no other country in Europe 
were the priests allowed to de- 
nounce men from the altar, and 
hold them up to execration, but 
the priests of Maynooth made the 
altars of their churches an instru- 
ment for destroying the liberties 
of free subjects. He repeated, 
that such practices were the result 
of the doctrine* inculcated in those 
standard works of theology which 
were in use at Maynooth. Such a 
system parliament ought not to 
sanction, and by repealing the Acts 
which now connected Maynooth 
with the state, they ought to with- 
draw from the college ml legislative 
countenance. That being done, it 
would be for the house then to say 
whether it would grant the public 
money for the support of such a 
system. All be now asked for, wa& 
permission to bring in a hill to 
alter and amend the Acts before 
referred to, and thereby to dissever 
the college of Maynooth from the 
state. 

Lord Morpeth said, he could not 
see the distinction attempted to be 
drawn between the Acts of 1795 
and 1800, as if the latter had 
broken the compact entered into 
between the Roman Catholic body 
in Ireland and the state. Mr. Pitt 
was in office when the latter Act 


Digitized by Google 



801 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


passed ; be accepted that Act, and 
adopted it as part of the compact 
entered into at the Union. Mr. 
Colquhoun had stated that, in other 
European states, the civil power 
bad imposed restrictions upon the 
Roman Catholic clergy with re- 
spect to the inculcation of certain 
doctrines, hut in those countries 
where the state controlled the 
clergy, it also supported them ; 
and before the honourable member 
attempted to impose conditions on 
their teaching here, he ought, in- 
stead of seeking to reduce the 
miserable stipend bestowed on them 
by the state, to propose some more 
adequate means for maintaining 
them. As to the extracts from 
writers whose works were read at 
the college, he believed that they 
were read there in the time of Mr. 
Pitt ; at all events in the time of 
Mr. Perceval, who had supported 
the grant. It might be that those 
works contained many things which 
neither he (Viscount Morpeth) nor 
Mr. Colquhoun would approve, but 
this proved nothing, for it was cer- 
tain that the object which Mr. 
Pitt had in view in establishing 
the seminary was the education, in 
their own country, of Roman Ca- 
tholic ecclesiastics ; and, therefore, 
unless it were proved that doc- 
trines were taught, or practices 
inculcated at variance with the 
recognised principles of the Romish 
church, no case was established for 
the interference of parliament. No 
such charge, however, had been 
made against the college of May- 
nooth. The noble viscount then, 
for the purpose, as be said, of illus- 
trating his argument, referred to 
the Tracts recently published at 
Oxford, respecting which he read 
a long extract from a theological 
Review, in which those publications 
were strongly reprobated, as being 


of decidedly popish tendency, and 
subversive of the principles of the 
Reformation. With respect to the 
conduct of the Roman Catholic 
priesthood in Ireland, though he 
agreed with Mr. Colquhoun in 
disapproving of the practice of 
holding men up to execration at 
the altar for political objects, yet 
when he looked at the general 
fruits of their teaching in the con- 
duct of the Irish people, whose 
men exhibited more sobriety, their 
females more chastity, and both 
more patience under suffering, than 
any other portion of the inhabit- 
ants of these islands, he could not 
join in the indiscriminate censures 
pronounced upon them. He thought 
it desirable that the house should 
see the intentions of the opposite 
party towards Ireland developed, 
and therefore recommended that 
Mr. Colquhoun should be allowed 
to introduce his Bill, that they 
might see what it contained. 

Sir R. H. Inglis could not suffer 
the allusion made by the noble 
viscount to the university which 
he represented, and which so gross- 
ly and grievously misrepresented 
it, to pass unnoticed. The noble 
viscount had attacked the univer- 
sity of Oxford, on the score of 
certain tracts published, not by but 
in the university. The university, 
as a body, was not responsible for 
those publications — the freedom of 
the press existed there as well as 
elsewhere ; the only question was, 
were they class-books at Oxford ? 
This was the real point of com- 
parison, as to the hooks used at 
Maynooth. Did any member of 
the university lecture upon those 
tracts? Did any professor put 
them into the hands of any pupil ? 
He did not agree with all that had 
been stated by Mr. Colquhoun ; he 
had always opposed the grant to 
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r >^ Bfsynooth on distinct grounds. Re- 

^ listing the doctrines of the Romish 
church to be unscriptural, he could 
^ never consent to aid in any course 
9^ of instruction fbr his fellow -crea- 
iw » turn therein. 

a * Mr. M. J. O’Connell said, he 
m * w«s perfectly indifferent, and so he 
believed were most Roman Ca- 
twnl tholics, to the continuance of the 
effll * grant of 8,00 Of. a- year to May- 
f k* nooth, which, if withdrawn, would 
M soon be made up by voluntary 
w subscription. But if anything was 
tube done, be hoped it would not 
lata* be done indirectly, but on the prin- 
ciple avowed by Sir R. H. lnglis, 
n«um that they were not to pay for that 
which they did not believe to be 
truth ; and let this principle be 
fk applied and carried out by the 
1ft people of Ireland. He then re- 

1 ^ fetted to a passage in a recent 

W article in the Quarterly Review, 
tty entitled “ Romanism in Ireland," 
the object of which seemed to be 
sijfe mysteriously to insinuate the exist- 
ing ence of an extensive and revolting 
conspiracy in Ireland. The state- 
nofr neats made in this article Mr. 
?otfil M. J. O'Connell entered into at 
# some length, with the view of 
irff* showing mat they were destitute 
t ^ of foundation. He concluded by 
vindicating the character of the 
■sty Irish priesthood, as challenging 

comparison with the clergy of any 
church, whether paid by the state 
Us or otherwise. 

Mr. Langdale explained the dis- 
ri- traction which existed in the Ro- 
us* man Cafholic church between the 
IK duties of temporal and spiritual 
i allegiance. 

i# Mr. O'Connell commenced his 
f speech by stating, in the most dis- 
il- tinct and emphatic manner, that 
J he believed in every word that was 
k taught at Maynooth, but he dis- 
avowed the doctrines that had 
Vot. LXXXIII. 


been imputed to the Roman Ca- 
tholics that night, and which had 
been disowned and disavowed over 
and over again. They bad been 
told that night of the disregard of 
the Roman Catholics for oaths. 
Had the assertion been made any- 
where but in that house, he would 
have said that it was “ as false as 
hell." Mr. O’Connell then en- 
tered into a variety of theological 
arguments, and declared that all 
difference between the Cisalpine 
and Ultra-Montane schools was 
at an end; and that all Roman 
Catholics now recognised in its 
fullest extent, the spiritual author- 
ity of the pope. The consequence 
was, that their religion was ex- 
tending in every country in the 
world, while there was no country 
in which that could be said of Pro- 
testantism. He maintained that 
the Irish priesthood had a perfect 
right to interfere in elections, and 
to speak from their altars in con- 
demnation of peijury and bribery. 
Further than that no priest had 
gone, and he defied any one to 
prove the contrary. . In conclusion 
he said, he had been compelled by 
the turn which the discussion had 
taken to look at the question more 
than he could have wished in a 
polemical point of view, but po- 
lemics having been introduced by 
others, he felt that, standing in the 
resence of that God before whom 
e might so soon appear, he could 
not afford to give up one tittle of 
the faith which was his consolation 
and hope, and which, while he had 
breath, he would never cease to 
uphold and maintain ; a faith 
which had been the faith of some 
of the greatest names in history ; 
a faith which, in his firm belief, 
was fated to endure for all time ; a 
faith which, to use the eloquent 
words of a recent publication, 
CG] 
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“ would be found standing when 
some traveller from New Zealand 
shall take his stand in the midst 
of a vast solitude on the broken 
arches of London bridge, to sketch 
the ruins of St. Paul’s.” 

He cordially supported the mo- 
tion for leave to bring in the bill, 
though he did not believe the hon- 
ourable gentlemen ever would 
bring it in. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On a subsequent day, Mr. Col- 
quhoun brought in his bill, which 
was read a first time, hut was not 
further proceeded with this session. 

The subject of church-rates 
twice underwent discussion in the 
House of Commons in the course 
of the session. One of these 
occasions was on a motion made 
by Mr. Easthope, with reference 
to the case of a person named 
Baines, who was at that time im- 
prisoned in Leicester gaol for non- 
payment of a church-rate of 21. 
10 s. and costs, in the ecclesiastical 
court. Mr. Easthope’s notice of 
motion was simply “ that the pe- 
tition of William Baines be taken 
into consideration/' the House was 
therefore somewhat taken by sur- 
prise when he moved a resolution 
to the effect that Mr. Baines’ im- 
prisonment being inflicted for his 
refusal to pay a demand which was 
contrary to his conscience, was a 
violation of the principles of re- 
ligious liberty. A debate of some 
length took place, in which lord 
John Russell and sir Robert Peel 
concurred in objecting to acknow- 
ledge the principle that the enforce- 
ment of obedience to an existing 
law is a violation of conscience. 
The only true principle, said Rir 
Robert Peel, is this — that while 
the law exists it must be obeyed. 
Mr. Hume and Mr. Hawes sup- 
ported the motion, and pressed the 


government to declare their inten- 
tion of doing away with church- 
rates. On a division, the numbers 
were, ayes 40 ; — noes 45 major- 
ity against Mr. Easthope’s resolu- 
tion 5. Doubtless if the nature 
of the motion intended to be 
brought forward had been made 
known beforehand, a much larger 
number of members would have 
been present. 

Mr. Easthope subsequently 
brought forward a motion for 
leave to bring in a bill for the 
abolition of church-rates. After 
urging the usual arguments against 
the existing state of things — the 
heart-burning and discord produced 
by the contentions between Church- 
men and Dissenters on this subject, 
and the scandal and injury thence 
resulting to the established church 
and the cause of religion, he ex- 
plained the substitute which he 
intended to propose. He would 
abolish church-rates, and empower 
the members of the establishment 
to rate themselves in respect of 
pews and seats, for the repair and 
support of the buildings in which 
their worship was conducted. He 
was aware that there was another 
subject of some difficulty in con- 
nexion with this question in respect 
to churches built by funds derived 
from mortgage. Nobody could be 
so wild as to wish to violate the 
faith of Parliament, and this point 
might be a fit matter for consider- 
ation by a committee. Of course, 
where individuals had advanced 
money on the faith of acts of Par- 
liament, it would be impossible to 
interfere with their rights, or to 
apply the proposed law until the 
money had been repaid. 

Viscount Morpeth, on the part 
of the government said, he should 
raise no objection to the introduc- 
tion of the bill. He was perfectly 
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•live to the evik of the present 
system and its practical results, but 
he would not consent to leave the 
maintenance of the parish church 
at a mere matter of choice and 
option ; and Mr. Easthope’s bill 
provided no substitute for the de- 
ficiency which might arise from the 
total abolition of church-rates. 
He should not therefore pledge 
himself to its provisions, but he 
felt bound to take into considera- 
tion every proposition for the set- 
tlement of the question. 

Sir K. H. Inglis said, the pro- 
vision proposed as a substitute for 
church-rates was as vain and 
illusory as the worst enemies of 
the church could desire. He cen- 
sured the government for assenting 
to the introduction of a bill which 
could never reach a second reading, 
and intimated a belief that this 
assent was given with a view to 
the present political crisis. To 
show that the popular representa- 
tions on the subject were very 
much exaggerated, he said that he 
found out ot 13,000 parishes in the 
country, but fourteen, in which 
there were any law-suits about 
church-rates. Until the law of 
the question had been definitively 
settled, be thought it unadvisable 
that Parliament should interfere. 

Mr. Goulburo would not oppose 
the introduction of the bill ; though 
he would not sanction its provis- 
ions, which went to impose taxa- 
tion upon all who went regularly 
to church. Mr. Plumtre likewise 
said he would not oppose the first 
reading. 

Dr. Lushington pronounced it 
impossible that the law could con- 
tinue in its present state. What- 
ever the issue of the Braintree case 
might be, he agreed with the chief 
justice of the Common Pleas, that 
church-rates were at this moment 


a legal tax, and that they could be 
by law enforced. They were estab- 
lished at a time when the whole 
population of the country belonged 
to the established church, and were 
retained at the Reformation. The 
Dissenters now considered this state 
of things a hardship, and in this 
feeling many Churchmen partici- 
pated ; and their grievances ought 
to be redressed. After some fur- 
ther debate, leave was given to 
bring in the bill. In consequence 
however of the abrupt termination 
of the session no further proceeding 
on the subject took place. 

A motion was made just before 
Easter, by Mr. Ewart, for an ad- 
dress to the crown, praying for the 
appointment of a Minister of 
Education. He wished that such 
minister should be a member of 
the House of Commons, and should 
annually lay before it a statement 
of the condition and prospects of 
the education of the people. A 
minister of public instruction was 
to be found in almost every foreign 
kingdom, who regularly made such 
reports to the Crown. A practice 
which he would adopt with only 
this alteration, that the reports 
should be made to the representa- 
tives of the people. Such a min- 
ister aught to mix and associate 
with the educational institutions 
of the country, but by no means 
to control them. He regretted the 
niggardliness of the grant now 
made bj the state for education, 
amounting only to 30,000/. a year, 
and called on the House to be more 
liberal. There would be much 
valuable information furnished by 
the new municipalities and by the 
Factory Inspectors to the proposed 
minister. Through the same chan- 
nel also might he conveniently 
transmitted the reports of the 
Inspectors of Prisons, and it might 
[G2] 
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be the means of conveying likewise 
much valuable information relative 
to schools of art and design. This 
country did not, like most of the 
continental states, present in its 
various districts, public libraries 
for the use of all classes of the 
people; but it would be one of 
the objects of such an appointment 
as he proposed, to provide greater 
facilities of information, and the 
minister to be appointed, would 
usefully communicate with foreign 
countries upon the general subjects 
of instruction. Of all schools the 
most important were normal ones — 
those which educated schoolmasters. 
But the whole people required a 
provision for their instruction ; a 
great proportion of them in the ru- 
ral districts, being in a state, as he 
believed, of benighted and besotted 
ignorance. He would have a yearly 
exposition of the state and progress 
of education, like the budget of 
finance. 

Mr. Smith O’Brien seconded the 
motion. He referred to statistical 
documents to show, that crime 
chiefly abounded where education 
had been most scanty. 

Sir George Grey on the part of 
the government, opposed the mo- 
tion, not because he objected to 
its principle, but on account of the 
difficulties attendant on its execu- 
tion. He did not think it expedient 
to revive those differences on the 
subject of education which were 
now dormant. Soon after Easter 
there would be laid before the 
House from the education com- 
mittee of the privy council, in- 
formation which would go far to 
fulfil, for this year, the object of 
the motion ; and he hoped that in 
a house thinned by the near ap- 
proach of the holydays, the mover 
would not press a division, of which 
the component numbers could not 


be such as to afford a fair indication 
of the general opinion. 

Mr. Ewart acceded, and the 
motion was withdrawn. Some 
remarks which fell from sir Robert 
Peel on another occasion deserve 
to be recorded, in connection with 
the subject of popular education. 
An address which he had published 
to a literary association, established 
at Tamwortb, had been made the 
subject of severe comment in some 
anonymous letters published in the 
Times newspaper, under the signa- 
ture of u Catholicus in which the 
views propounded by sir Robert 
Peel on the subject of intellectual 
cultivation were represented as 
savouring too much of that utili- 
tarian spirit which trusted rather 
to scientific instruction than to re- 
ligious training, for the improve- 
ment and elevation of the working 
classes. Sir Robert Peel took 
occasion of a motion made by Mr. 
Gillon for an address to the crown 
praying that some assistance might 
be afforded to educational and scien- 
tific institutions for the working 
classes in large towns, to vindicate 
himself from the charges which his 
Tam worth address had called forth, 
and to avow his sentiments on the 
subject of popular improvement. 

It might be very well to talk 
of leaving large classes of the 
people in the practice of sensual 
gratification, and of low and de- 
grading enjoyments ; but they 
were not to be charged with en- 
couraging infidelity and irrcligion, 
who would supply a taste for ra- 
tional amusements. For his firm 
belief was, that they would be 
encouraging, not merely morality, 
but the Christian religion, by at- 
tempting to rescue the working- 
man from the contamination of low 
n del»&8ing habits, by convincing 
the working-classes that the paths 
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of Bcience are not forbidden ground 
to be trod exclusively by the rich, 
and by showing them that these 
were not enjoyments which it was 
permitted for the wealthy alone to 
taste. Compare the evils of leav- 
ing these working-men, as they 
no* are, under the influence of 
low and degrading views, without 
the means of gaining improvement, 
and the evils of giving them access 
to good works — compare the evils 
of the two systems, and let any one 
decide between them. The one 
gave them the means of improve- 
ment in the arts and in science $ 
the other, instead, left them open 
to all the degrading influences 
which he had descried. He had 
been a subscriber to the institution 
which he had mentioned twenty 
years ago, and his opinions had 
therefore been perfectly consisten t.” 

Sir Robert Peel pointed out the 
inconsistency of giving children of 
twelve or thirteen years of age 
just so much education, according 
to the present system, as enabled 
them to decipher books of the worst 
description, and then withholding 
access to good books — 

“ The question was not whether 
they could be by law prevented 
from using bad books, for that was 
impossible 5 but if they were af- 
foided the facility of access to good 
kooks, there was that on the part 
of human nature to raise a prefer- 
ence to good over bad, which would 
make this facility a direct encour- 
agement to the adoption of what 
wasgood.” 

These sentiments were received 
with marked applause by the 
House. 

A ' farther mitigation of the 
Criminal Code was the only one of 
the measures introduced for the 
amelioration of the law, which 
took effect this session. Two bills 


were introduced for this purpose 
in the House of Commons — the 
first in order by Mr. F. Kelly, who 
had unsuccessfully endeavoured to 
carry a similar measure in the pre- 
ceding year* He proposed in this 
bill, to abolish the punishment of 
death for all the crimes still capital, 
except murder and treason. His 
bill of the preceding year, he said, 
had passed through all its stages 
by considerable majorities, until 
the third reading, when it was 
rejected in a comparatively thin 
House. The object of the present 
measure was co-extensive. 

The motion was seconded by 
Mr. Ewart. 

Lord John Russell concurred in 
the opinion that some further mit- 
igation in the code of punishments 
was required ; but he could not go 
the length of abolishing capital 
punishments altogether, nor even 
to the extent of the present bill, 
which had been admitted to he 
only a step to total abolition. There 
were some offences still punishable 
with death, which hardly any one 
would think ought to be visited 
with such a penalty ; but whether 
from inadvertence, or some other 
reason, there had as yet been no 
legislation on the subject. He 
thought the government which did 
away with capital punishment in 
so many cases in 1837, and which 
had since given so much attention 
to the subject of transportation, 
might have been left at liberty to 
consider the whole of the penal 
code, with a view to the establish- 
ment of an uniform and consistent 
system. 

Mr. Kelly’s bill was brought in, 
but shortly afterwards a measure 
was introduced on the part of the 
government by lord John Russell. 
In a speech of some length, with 
which he prefaced his motion, he 
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declared his conviction of the ne- 
cessity of capital punishments in 
certain cases, at least at present, — 
if indeed the opinion of the public 
should change — if juries, who were 
taken out of the body of the peo- 
ple, should bring in verdicts of 
“ not guilty ” in capital cases, 
against the evidence and against 
the opinion of grand juries, the law 
then would fail to attain its object, 
and would require to be changed. 
For certain offences at present the 
punishment of death was denoun- 
ced in the statute book, though it 
was in fact never executed, and he 
thought the legislature ought not 
to leave announcements of the 
punishment of death which were 
merely nominal and nugatory. He 
now proposed to bring in three 
bills — the first to abolish the pun- 
ishment of death in certain cases 
of embezzlement, and for the of- 
fence of returning from transpor- 
tation. With respect to the crime 
of burning ships in the royal dock- 
yards, in some cases the offence 
was to be regarded as of a treason- 
able nature ; but where it was of 
a lesser kind and involved no trea- 
sonable intent, he should draw a 
distinction, and that would be the 
subject of the second bill. The 
crime of rape was the subject of 
the third, and he had felt great 
difficulty in dealing with it. There 
were some cases of this nature in 
which no one could consider death 
too severe a punishment ; but in 
others there was much difficulty, 
and juries had shown a great re* 
luctance in convicting on the charge 
when the consequences were sn 
heavy. The judgeB whom he had 
consulted generally agreed that 
capital punishment ought not to 
be inflicted for this crime, and the 
returns showed that in proportion 
to the number of coses in which 


the punishment had been commu- 
ted, the proportion of convictions to 
prosecutions had increased. He 
proposed therefore to substitute 
transportation ibr life as the pun- 
ishment of rape, in place of death. 

Mr. Kelly approved of the bill 
as far as it went, but contended 
for tlie superiority of his own mote 
comprehensive measure. He ob- 
jected to leaving the offence of 
setting fire to ships in the royal 
dockyards capital, which he said 
was an offence against property 
merely, and had no colour of trea- 
son in it. He objected also to re- 
taining the punishment of death 
for attempts to murder. He said 
juries were always glad to evade 
convicting on this charge if they 
could bring in their verdict upon 
one of minor degree, and therefore 
adopting lord John Russeirs own 
test of tne public feeling, his mea- 
sure was the preferable one. 

Mr. Ewart argued for entire 
abolition of capital punishments. 

Mr. F. Shaw objected to the 
mitigation of the law in cases of 
mpe. After some further debate 
leave was given to bring in the 
bilk. 

The bill of Mr. Kelly went tost 
Into committee, and after much 
conflict of opinion, the House pro* 
nounced a negative upon those 
clauses respectively by which the 
crimes of firing dockyards, ships* 
and naval stores, of wounding with 
intent to murder, and of burglary 
attended with violence, were ex* 
empted from capital punishments; 
but affirmed the exemption in the 
case of rape. 

Mr. Kelly after these defeats 
declined to proceed with his bill, 
and said he would leave the govern* 
ment to deal with their own bills 
on the same subject. Lord John 
Russell declared his resolution to 
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go on with the measures he had 
proposed, and some further discus- 
sions in both Houses, near the close 
of the session, terminated in the 
passing of the statute 4 & 5 Viet, 
chap. 56, whereby the punishment 
of transportation for life is now 
substituted for death in all those 
cases of forgery and embezzlement 
which had before remained capital, 
and the crime of rape is made sub- 
ject to the same mitigated penalty. 
The latter change was much op- 
posed in the House of Lords, and 
passed by a majority of four votes 
only. 

At an early period of the session 
the Attorney-general moved for 
leave to bring m a bill to improve 
the administration of the law 
in the courts of equity ; the first 
instalment, as he stated in his in- 
troductory remarks, of a reform 
which was intended to be hereafter 
applied to other departments of 
the law. The great delays in the 
courts of equity were, however, 
the evil he first proposed to remedy, 
which were caused by the vastly 
increased amount of business which 
of late years had pressed upon those 
courts, whose judicial establish- 
ment had experienced no addition 
since the reign of King Edward 
the 1st. The arrears in the court 
of chancery now amounted to be- 
tween 1200 and 1300 causes. 
The average interval between the 
setting down of a cause for hearing 
and its being heard, was not less 
than three years. The conse- 
quences of these procrastinations 
was great distress to individuals, 
great encouragement to fraud, and 
an immense accumulation of extra 
costs. These delays were really as 
hurtful to the practitioners as to 
the suitors. To redress these evils 

proposed, first the abolition of 
the equity jurisdiction of the 


court of Exchequer, which on 
account of various disadvantages 
incident to its constitution had 
fallen into disrepute. If this court 
were abolished some substitute for 
it must, however, be provided. 
Even during its existence an in- 
crease of the judicial power in 
equity had been deemed necessary, 
and in 1828 lord Lyndhurst had 
proposed a bill which he regretted 
to say was lost in the House of 
Commons, creating a new Vice- 
chancellor. If therefore the equity 
branch of the exchequer were now 
abolished, two new judges would 
be required for the business which 
would devolve upon them. Under 
the present state of things no one 
ever thought of going into a court 
of equity for sums under 100/. 
Up to this amount therefore the 
practice of the court of equity 
operated as a practical denial of 
justice. There were further mea- 
sures connected with the appellate 
jurisdiction of the House of Lords 
and the privy council, which it 
might be thought the present mea 
sure should include, but his present 
object was to keep clear of all de- 
bateable ground, and to avoid the 
introduction of matters which 
might impede the present bill, 
which he desired to proceed with 
as expeditiously as possible. The 
object of the bill therefore which 
he now moved to introduce was 
the abolition of the equitable ju- 
risdiction of the court of Exche- 
quer, and the creation of two 
new Vice-chancellors. 

Sir E. Sugden said, that the 
appointment of two additional 
judges, as proposed by this bill, 
necessarily involved the creation of 
two new courts, with their re- 
spective bar, suite of offices, and 
separate edifices. Now, if there 
were a greater evil than a want of 
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judicial power sufficient to meet in the House of Lords, in case of 

the exigencies of the country, it appeals. Such a plan, he thought, mar 

was in his opinion the existence of would impart a great increase of ^ 

a greater number of courts of jus- weight and authority to the deci- 

tice than the business of the sions of the House of Lords. He Kao, 

country required. From the crea- proposed that these two judges, ?Hr.i 

tion of a court of justice intended when not occupied in the House of 1 
to be only for a temporary purpose. Lords, should sit in the judicial hi* 

the greatest inconvenience would committee of the privy council, otss 

ensue. He disputed the correct- which possessed at present a most $ ^ 

ness of the statements made by defective constitution, being with- as it 

the Attorney-general with respect out regular judges, or fixed sit- i-s, 
to the amount of causes in arrear, tings. These were the outlines a*er t 

and the delays which he had stated of the plan which he intended to 

to take place, and went into some propose, not in opposition to the zi 

detail of facts for the purpose of attorney-general's bill, but in ad- ' 'sr* 

showing that the arrear was, in dition to it, and he should move safe 

fact, very much less than was for leave to introduce his bill at ^ 

represented. He had no doubt the same time as the attorney- it Li* 

that the appointment of one ad- general's, in order that both bills 

ditional judge, therefore, would might be before the house at the * 

amply suffice for the object re- same time. ten; 

quired. It would be easy, after- Mr. Lynch contended, that the ^14 
wards, to create another court, if state of business in the equity i&j, 

one were found insufficient; but courts at the present time, and 

not so easy to reduce the number the large arrears existing, fully 

if we created more than were demanded the appointment of two 

needed. The office of the masters new equity judges as proposed by 

in chancery was that which most the Attorney-general* 

imperatively required reform, and The Attorney-general, in reply, 
the appointment of additional vindicated the appellate jurisdic- 

judges would be altogether value- tion of the House of Lords, which, 

less unless this department were though it might be open to objec- 

improved. The higher courts of tion in theory, the result of his expe- 

appeal also must be remodelled, rience had convinced him, worked 

The appellate jurisdictioti of the satisfactorily in practice. He ad- 

House of Lords was, in truth, a mitted an alteration was called for 

r t anomaly. All appeals from in the judicial committee of the 

court of chancery, were, in privy-council, and though he feared 

effect appeals to the chancellor Sir £. Sugden's plan of having 

himself. This system was one lords’ assistants would never take 

which ought not to continue. At place, he should offer no opposition 

the same time, he did not wish to to the bill, but would gladly lend 

take away anything from the his assistance to the objects pro- . 
powers of the House of Lords. He posed by it. I 

would still leave to that house its Leave was then given to both 
ultimate appellate jurisdiction, but the Attorney-general and Sir E. 
he would propose the appointment Sugden to bring in their bills, 
of two new equity judges, whom he Upon the house going into com • 

would style, “ the lords' assistants,” mittee on the Attorney-general's 
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bilk some further discussion took It was revived, however, in the 
place, and Sir B. Sugden renewed short session which followed the 
his objection to the appointment of election of the new parliament in 
two additional judges. The pro- the autumn, and then passed into 

n * ‘on, however, was supported a law. 

r. Pemberton, and the clause The bill of seijeant Talfourd, 
passed without a division. Con- now for the third time brought 
nderable delay, however, having in, to extend the period of 
occurred in the progress of the bill, copyright to literary works was 
the consideration of the report again defeated, though not as in 
upon it was not moved till the former sessions, by delay. An 
9th of June, before which time able speech of Mr. T. B. Macau - 
those events bad taken place, mate- lay, who opposed the measure as 
rially affecting the relative situa- at once ineffectual to secure the 
tion of parties in the House of benefit proposed to authors, and 
Commons, which we shall have injurious to the public interest, 
hereafter to relate. Under these cir- produced much impression on the 
cumstanceB, a proposition made by bouse ; and the bill, the principle 
Sir E. Sugden, with respect to the of which had been so many times 
time at which the measure should affirmed, was now rejected on the 
come into operation, was carried second reading, by a majority of 
against the strenuous opposition of 7 : there being, for the mil 38 ; 
lord John Russell, who, indignant against it 45. 
at his defeat, threw up the bill. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Finance — Mr. Baring's Financial Statement — Development qf his 
Plans for the Year — Speeches of Mr, Goulburn , and of Mr. Hume 
and other Liberal Members — Remarks of Mr. Christopher and 
Viscount Sandon on the threatened change in the Corn - la ws — I/jrd 
John Russell announces his intention to propose a moderate fixed 
duty — Speech qf Sir Robert Peel , of Viscount Howick, and Mr. 
Labouchere — Preparations on both sides for the approaching contest 
— Proceedings of Associations and Public Meetings — Anti- Cor ji- law 
Movements— Union qf interests against the Government measure — 
Debate in the House qf Lords on the Corn-lams — The Duke of 
Buckingham quotes a Speech of Viscount Melbourne s against him— 
Viscount Melbourne vindicates his orun consistency — Speeches qf the 
Earls Rijxm and JVinchelsea — Viscount Sandon gives notice of a 
resolution with reject to the proposed change in the Sugar-duties— 
Counter -resolution announced by Lord John Russell — Notice on the 
same subject by Mr. O'Connell— Debate on the Sugar-duties — Im- 
portant petitions presented on both sides — Able introductory Speech 
qf Lord John Russell. — Viscount Sandon moves his Resolution — 
Debate lasts from 7th May to 18 th. — Mr. Handley and other lead- 
ing agricultural Members declare against the Ministerial plans — 
Dr. Lushinglon opposes the Budget on anti-slavery grounds — Mr. 
Grote's answer to this argument — Summary of the Speeches of 
Lord Stanley , the Chancellor qf the Exchequer , Sir Robert Peel , 
and Viscount Palmerston — Viscount Sandon 9 s Resolution is carried 
by a majority qf 36 — Public excitement consequent on defeat of 
Ministers— The Chancellor of the Exchequer gives notice qf moving 
(t the usual Sugar-duties .” Severe Remarks qf the Earl of Dar- 
lington on the tenacity of the Government — Preparations for a 
General Election — Sir Robert Peel gives notice of a Resolution 
affirming want of Confdencc in the Government— Lord John Russell 
throtvs up the Poor-law Act Amendment Bill — The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer moves the usual Annual Sugar Duties— He is se- 
conded by Sir Robert Peel — Speeches of Sir de Lacy Evans , Mr. 
Waklcy, and Lord John Russell — Discussions on the Corn-laws in 
the House of Lords— Progress qf Agitation , and state of public 
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£ Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer's financial statement! 


which had been announced for the 
31st April, was expected with un- 
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usual interest, as well on account would readily suggest itself to the 
of the known embarrassed state of house. The diminished revenue 


the public finances, as because ru- 
mours had been circulated that the 
government intended to propose 
some very bold remedy for those 
difficulties, more especially with a 
view to the critical political situa- 
tion in which they were nowplaced, 
and the anticipated event of a dis- 
solution of parliament. The ex- 
citement of the house, which was 
before sufficiently high, was, how- 
ever, considerably increased by an 
announcement made by Lord John 
Russell, before going into com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, that on 
the 31st May he should move, 
44 that the house resolve itself into 
a committee of the whole house, to 
consider the acts of parliament re- 
lating to the trade in corn/* 

The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer then entered into his financial 
statement, of which we Bhall pre- 
sent a concise summary. He said, 
that when he came forward last 
year he had anticipated that the 
expenditure would amount to 
49,499,000/., and the income to 
48,641,0004 ; leaving a deficiency 
of 858,0004 The actual results 
of the year had been less favoura- 
ble than he had anticipated, 
for though the expenditure had 
amounted only to 49,285,000/., 
the income had only reached the 
sum of 47,443,0004, leaving a de- 
ficiency of more than 1,840,0004 
The right honourable gentleman 
then went over the revenue tables, 


from sugar and molasses, Mr. Ba- 
ring attributed to the exorbitant 
price to which that article had 
risen ; the anticipation of a com- 
mercial treaty with France had 
naturally tended to interfere with 
the duty arising from wine ; and 
in the diminished consumption of 
spirits Ireland bore a large share— 
but, however that circumstance 
might inconvenience his statement 
that evening, he should be ashamed 
of himself if he did not allude to 
it with sincere pleasure. The re- 
venue from the post-office had 
fallen short of his expectations; 
but that was owing not to a defi- 
ciency in the anticipated increase 
of letters posted, hut to the in- 
creased expenses which had become 
necessary in consequence of the 
opening of railroads, and of the 
great augmentation in the business 
of the office. For the ensuing year, 
he calculated that the national ex- 
penditure would be — 

Interest on the debt <,£29,434,000 

Other charges on conso- 
lidated fund • • , 2,400,000 


Army 6,587.000 

Navy 6,805,000 


Ordnance .... 2,075,000 
Miscellaneous . . . 2.935,000 
Extraordinary expenses 
for Canada . • . 180,000 

Expedition to China . 400,000 

Making a total of . <£*50,73 1,226 

The items having been giveri in 
round numbers, the total would 


and enumerated the several items in 
the Customs and Excise, in which 
there had been a falling-off or an 
increase. Among those ra which a 
more marked fauing-off had taken 

^ he enumerated currants, mo- 
spirits, sugar, tea, wine, 
and sheep's wool; but for the de- 
din* in each of these, a reason 


not exactly agree with them, but 
the total was as he had given it 
The chancellor of the exchequer 
next altered on the items of the 
revenue which he antirinated for 
the ensuing year. The Cus- 
toms, he expected, would pro- 
duce 22,000,0004; the Excise 
14,000,0004; and the^ Stamps 
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7,1 30,000/. ; and be thought he 
might rely upon it that the total 
revenue would not fall short of 
48,310,000/. This would leave 
a deficiency of 2,421,000 /. to be 
provided for. Mr. Baring entered 
into some explanations to show 
that the permanent deficiency, 
which he would really have to 
provide for, would be 1,700,000/., 
as several items of the expenditure 
of next year were of an extraor- 
dinary character. Under these 
circumstances, it became necessary 
to find some means to make up 
the revenue of the country to 
50,000,000/. No taxation could 
be so injurious as a permanent dis- 
order in the national finances; 
and the sum they had now to pro- 
vide for was so large as to make it 
absolutely necessary for them to 
act with some degree of boldness. 

The question then was— what 
they should do ? Should they fall 
back on the taxes which they had 
themselves not long since repealed? 
— the house-tax, for example, or 
the tax on coals? Should they 
impose taxes on things that had 
been hitherto exempt, place a le- 
gacy duty on real property, or a 
tax on agricultural horses ? Were 
they to lay a tax upon new articles 
which had come into existence 
since the present system of taxa- 
tion-such as gas and steam ? 
Ought they to adopt the once ex- 
ecrated, but now popular, plan of 
a property tax, or might they not 
make some arrangement of existing 
taxation, so as to obtain the re- 
quired supplies without adding to 
the burdens of tiie people? 

He was sure that two articles— 
sugar and timber— had already 
suggested themselves to the house 
as those with which it was his 
intention to deal. The present 
duty on colonial timber amounted 
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to 10*. a load, and on Baltic tim- 
ber to 55s. This duty Earl Spen- 
cer had proposed to modify by 
raising that on colonial to 20*., 
and reducing that on Baltic timber 
to 50*. a load. Mr. Baring in- 
tended to adopt the proposition of 
his noble friend. From this change 
in the timber duties Earl Spencer 
anticipated an increased revenue 
of 750,000/., hut said, that he 
should be content with 600,000/. 
Mr. Baring should be content to 
take the same sum as Earl Spencer. 
He next explained that the altera- 
tion which he intended to propose 
in the sugar duties would still leave 
a protection of 50 per cent, to 
colonial sugar. He meant to leave 
the duty on colonial sugar at the 
present amount of 24*. per cwt. j 
but that on foreign sugar, now 
amounting to 63*., be should pro- 
pose to reduce to 36s. per cwt. 
From this change in the sugar 
duties he expected an augmentation 
of 900,000/. to the revenue, but 
he would estimate it only at 
700,000/, From sugar and tim- 
ber, then, he looked for an increase 
to the revenue of not less than 
1,300,000/. ; which would still 
leave a deficiency of 400,000/. to 
be provided for. His noble friend 
had that evening given notice of 
his intention at an early period to 
submit the question of the com 
trade to the consideration of the 
house; and if the propositions of 
his noble friend were agreed to, 
he should be under no uneasiness 
respecting the remaining 400,000/. 
If they were not agreed to, it would 
of course become his duty to make 
provision by direct taxation. 

Mr. Baring went on to ask the 
house to look at the present aspect 
of public affairs. There was the 
German league extending its in* 
fluence, and increasing its protect* 
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ingduties ; there was the American 
tariff, and there was the treaty 
with Brasil, the renewal of which 
would soon have to become matt 
ter of negotiation. But it would 
he in vain to press upon those na- 
tions a liberal line of policy, if 
this country were to keep up pro- 
hibitions under the name of protec- 
tion ; they would retort, “ we hear 
what you say, and we see what 
you do.” If there was any inten- 
tion whatever to admit the pro- 
duce of foreign countries, the house 
would see that they ought not to 
delay and postpone until they lost 
the markets of the world, and had 
nothing left but to give way to 
regret and despair. The Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer then moved a 
resolution of form, that eleven 
millions be raised by Exchequer- 
bills for the use of the year 1841. 

Mr. Goulburn said, he would 
not at present express any opinion 
on the proposed scheme for making 
up the deficiency, but he was at a 
loss to know how certain measures 
could produce certaiu estimated 
amounts of revenue — how the re- 
duction of the sugar duties, for 
instance, could be expected to 
produce 700,0001., or the alteration 
in the Corn-law 400,000/. And he 
wanted to know whether that 
400,000/. was in addition to the 
1,200,000 /. produced from the 
same source last year, and included 
in the amount of Customs revenue, 
upon which the present estimate 
was framed? Mr. Baring had 
given no explanation of these 
points. Mr. Goulburn then re- 
capitulated the history of the fin- 
ancial administration of the present 
government, and reminded them 
that he had all along warned them 
of the consequences of an in- 
creasing expenditure, while they 
suffered the deficiency of the re- 


venue to become greater year by 
year. He asked also how the 
deficiency of 1,800,000/. of last 
year was to be paid : to which 
Mr. Baring answered that 800,000/. 
had been vested in exchequer-lulls 
for that purpose, and 750,000/. 
would be paid out of the funds of 
the savings banks. 

Mr. Hume, Mr. Ward, Mr. 
Villiers, and other members of 
strong liberal opinions, expressed 
their satisfaction at the nature of 
the ministerial measure, and the 
contemplated reduction of duties. 
Mr. Christopher and lord Francis 
Egerton commented severely on 
the expedient just announced of 
altering the corn-laws, which they 
contended was obviously taken up 
to serve a party purpose, and was 
now hung up by lord John Rus- 
sell's notice for a period of five 
weeks, to agitate the country. 
Viscount Sandon demanded from 
the government, in explicit terms, 
an explanation of their intentions on 
the subject, which lord John Rus- 
sell then gave in general terms. 
He said he should propose a mo- 
derate fixed duty, a principle which 
he had already supported, and the 
measure would be brought forward 
as a measure of the government — 
a government united on the sub- 
ject ; forviscount Melbourne would 
not regard the taunts which were 
uttered against him. Lord John 
Russell said, he thought the time 
was come when it was necessary 
to apply the unanswerable theo- 
retical arguments upon which were 
based the principles which the go- 
vernment had adopted. 

Sir Robert Peel condemned the 
wanton and unnecessary suspense 
occasioned by the delay of lord 
John Russell's motion, and by the 
ambiguity as to whether it was 
intended to raise a duty of 
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400,000/., or 1,200,0004 from 
corn. Unless lord John Russell 
consented to submit his motion 
at once, he might be compelled to 
do so ; for the house would not 
make itself an instrument of agi- 
tation. With professions of re- 
trenchment on entering office, and 
a surplus revenue, the government 
would be left at the end of the 
present year with an accumulated 
deficit of 7,500,0004, in the face 
of a rising expenditure* If the 
opposition had voted for the esti- 
mates, it could not share the re- 
sponsibility of that state of the 
finances, for it might object to the 
policy which had rendered those 
estimates necessary. Whatever 
might be the merits of Mr. Ba- 
rings propositions in themselves, 
it should be remembered that the 
immediate question was that of 
revenue ; and how would the coun- 
try be extricated from its difficul- 
ties, if his expectations of increased 
production were disappointed. 

Viscount Howick supported the 
proposition of government, argu- 
ing from the evil effects of the 
Corn-law : he was of opinion that 
the five weeks' suspense, of which 
complaint was made, could not pro- 
duce more uncertainty than the 
existing law itself. 

Mr. Labouchere promised to dis- 
cuss the great questions involved 
in Mr. Baring's announcement on 
a future occasion. He now ex- 
plained that government were pre- 
pared to extend their revision of 
the tariff to other branches of trade ; 
but first they must grapple with 
the most important question — that 
of the Corn-laws. He denied that 
the revision of the tariff was a 
party-question ; nml appealed to 
the concurrence of different parties 
on the subject in manufacturing 
towns and in the city of London, 
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to show that the popular interest 
in the subject could not have been 
created by the mere circulation of 
jhe report of the committee on 
import duties, or by the ma- 
noeuvres of any one party. 

The debate on the budget was 
protracted to considerable length ; 
but the foregoing summary em- 
braces nearly all the more impor- 
tant arguments which were ad- 
duced by those who took part in 
it. 

It may well be supposed that 
announcements of so much impor- 
tance, and pregnant with such 
weighty consequences to all the 
great interests of the community, 
excited a very general and power- 
ful sensation in the public mind. 
Immediately, both the friends and 
opponents of the ministerial plans 
began to prepare for the approach- 
ing contest; the one to organise 
the means of stirring up public 
feeling in its favour ; the other to 
combine in opposition the strength 
of all the various interests which 
were likely to be prejudicially 
affected by the change proposed. 
The anti-Com-law party set to 
work with great activity to or- 
ganise new associations, to de- 
spatch lecturers and emissaries, 
who might rouse the public mind 
throughout the country* and to 
gel up requisitions for public meet- 
ings in the principal towns. On 
the other side, meetings were con- 
vened of parties connected with 
the shipping and North American 
interests— of the planters, mer- 
chants and others interested in 
the West-Indian colonies, of the 
representatives of East Indian pro- 
perty, of the societies for the 
abolition of slavery, whose alarms 
were excited at the prospect of the 
impulse which a reduction of the 
sugar duties would give to slavery 
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in Cuba and Brasil ; and measures 
were taken for promoting an union 
of all these powerful parties with 
the agricultural body, to resist the 
blow threatened against their vari- 
ous interests by the government. 
But though the war was thus ac- 
tively begun in these quarters, the 
excitement was by no means gene- 
rally diffused among the great body 
of the people : the measures pro- 
posed were not of that broad and 
tangible nature which are alone 
calculated to excite the active sym- 
pathy of the multitude; — more- 
over, the projected changes bore 
too obviously on their very face 
the character of temporary expe- 
dients brought forward to serve 
the purpose and stay the fall of a 
party; and want of faith in the 
sincerity of those who proposed to 
carry them into effect, prevented 
any active spirit of co-operation 
on the part of those who were not 
otherwise interested in supporting 
the government. In Parliament, 
the opposition lost no time in 
coming to the attack. On the 3d 
of May, the duke of Buckingham, 
in presenting in the house of lords 
120 petitions against a repeal of 
the Corn-laws, attacked viscount 
Melbourne upon his inconsistency 
in now joining with his colleagues 
in an alteration of those laws, 
after the strong language in which 
be had formerly expressed his 
opinions on the subject. He quo- 
ted the following remarkable ex- 
tract from a speech delivered by 
viscount Melbourne, in reply to 
the proposition of a noble lord on 
the subject : 

. His noble friend had carefully 
abstained from stating what it was 
that he meant to do— whether his 
object was to have a fixed duty, or 
s diminution of the preseut as- 
cending and descending scale ; but 


whichever of these alternatives vras 
his noble friend’s plan, as he saw 
clearly and distinctly that that ob- 
ject would not be carried without 
a most violent struggle— without 
causing much ill blood, and a deep 
sense of grievance— without stir- 
ring society to its foundations, and 
leaving behind every sort of bit- 
terness and animosity— he did not 
think that the advantages to be 
gained by the change were worth 
the evils of the struggle, by which 
their lordships might depend on it 
the change could alone be effected. 
They had seen great changes at no 
distant period— changes which had 
stirred society from the bottom, 
which had excited man against 
man, divided the whole country 
into parties, and left behind the 
deepest feeling of discord and en- 
mity. He for one was not for 
adding to those feelings by rashly 
adventuring to stir and agitate 
them ; and upon those general 
grounds he felt himself justified in 
saying ‘no’ to the motion of the 
noble earl.” [The reading of this 
extract rvas followed by a loud 
burst of cheers from the Conser- 
vative benches , which lasted far 
several minutes .] 

Viscount Melbourne thus vin- 
dicated his owu consistency $ 

“ Unquestionably I have often 
stated the opinion, and at the pre- 
sent moment 1 feel the same sen- 
timent, expressed in those words 
of mine which the noble duke has 
quoted. 1 know that there are 
many reasons— I know there are 
many reasons and grounds which 
jrender the agitation and discussion 
of this question liable to great ob- 
jections and fraught with consider- 
able evil and danger. [Loud cheer- 
ing from the Conservative benches,! 
But at the same time, I beg to caU 
to the recollection of your lord- 
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ships, that on every occasion in 
which I addressed the house on the 
subject, and whenever I opposed 
its discussion and consideration, it 
has always been on particular and 
temporary grounds. [ Loud cheers 
from the Ministerial side of the 
house.l And on the measure it- 
self, i have always reserved my 
opinion. [ Continued cheering .] I 
have always stated, that I would 
never pledge myself to the law as 
it at present stands, seeing that the 
time might come when it would 
be necessary to take the question 
into consideration, and to settle it 
on another basis from that on 
which it at present rests.** [Cheers 
from the Ministerial side.] 

44 That time has now arrived — 
those circumstances havenow arisen 
—when we find that it is requi- 
site to meet the present exigencies 
—when we find it necessary to 
take large, wide, and extended 
financial measures ; and doing that 
which affects other interests seri- 
ously and deeply, it appeared to 
us impossible to leave this main 
and master interest unchanged un- 
der such circumstances and in such 
a crisis. [ ’Loud cheers from the 
Ministerial side of the house.~\ 
Undoubtedly I have ehanged the 
opinion which I formerly held— 
{ Great counter-cheering from the 
other side} — grounded as that 
opinion was on purely temporary 
interests.** {Renewed cheering from 
the Ministerial side.} 

The earl of Ripon asked whe- 
ther the alteration in the Corn-law 
was to be on the principle of tax- 
ation or protection— if on the for- 
mer, all the arguments of the 
anti-Com-law league vanished into 
thin air, and there was an end of 
those appeals which were made to 
the passions of the multitude. The 
principle of protection rested on 


humane and consistent grounds; 
but by abandoning this, and by 
taking up the new ground of tax- 
ing corn for revenue, you would 
do that which had never been 
attempted in any country of the 
world, and which would be the 
most impolitic, unjustifiable, and 
cruel act, ever imposed upon a 
reluctant parliament. 

Viscount Melbourne said, un- 
questionably it will be upon a prin- 
ciple of protection. 

The carl of Winchelsea observed 
that it was a universal axiom that 
no country should be left dependent 
on others for the necessary articles 
of subsistence. That principle was 
now to be abandoned. 44 This tax,** 
said the noble lord, '• has been 
threatened to raise the popular cry 
of * Cheap Bread f and now, hav- 
ing pursued a course of policy- 
foreign, domestic, and colonial — 
the most adverse to the interests 
of the kingdom, her Majesty's 
government shortly intend to go 
to the country, by a dissolution, 
with that cry in their mouths, and 
by clamour seek support and con- 
fidence. But the people of this 
country are too reflecting to be 
thus deceived. They know that 
cheap bread means low wages.” 
{Loud cheering .] 

Some further desultory discus- 
sions on the same subject took 
place in the house of lords, on the 
presentation of petitions, by earl 
Fitzwilliam for a repeal of the 
Corn-laws. 

In the house of commons, vis- 
count Sandon, a very few days 
after the announcement of the 
financial projects of the govern- 
ment, gave notice of the following 
resolution, which he would move 
on going into the Committee of 
Ways and Means. ,f That, con- 
sidering the efforts and sacrifices 
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which Parliament and the country 
' have made for the abolition of the 
slave-trade and slavery, with the 
: earnest hone that their exertions 

1 and example might lead to a raiti- 

‘ gation and final extinction of those 
' evils mother countries, this House 

* is not prepared (especially with the 

I present prospects of the supply of 
sugar from the British possessions) 

' f to adopt the measure proposed by 

II her majesty's Government for the 
reduction of the duty on . foreign 

* lugan.” 

* Lord John Bussell said, that in 

i the event of the House not going 
3 into committeeon the Sugar-duties, 

* and viscount Sandon’s resolution 

> being put from the chair, he should 

* move another resolution, the terms 

? of which he stated on the follow- 
r ’ ing evening : 

" ,r That it is the opinion of this 

* House that it is practicable to sup- 

* ply the present inadequacy of the 

f* revenue to meet the expenditure 

|» of the country, by a judicious 

& alteration of protective and differ- 

d ential duties, without any material 

increase of the public burdens: 
b that such course will, at the same 
k time, promote the interests of trade 

* and afford relief to the industrious 
^ classes, and is best calculated to 

provide for the maintenance of the 
f public faith and the general wel- 

i fare of the people 

k A third notice was given by Mr. 
d O'Connell, which was to the effect, 
k that any diminution of the duty 
on foreign sugar should be strictly 
ip limited to that which was the pro- 

ji duce of free labour, and not extend 

k in any way to the produce of slave- 
s' labour. 

{ Before the House went into com- 

it mittee on the 7th of May, lord 

/ John Russell announced the rate 

c of duties which he intended to 

* propose on Corn, according to his 

Vol. LXXXI1I. 


former notice, viz. : on wheat, a 
duty of 8s. per quarter ; on rye, of 
5s. ; on barley, of 4s. 6d . ; and on 
oats, of 3s. 6d. 

The debate on the Sugar ques- 
tion was preceded by the presenta- 
tion of a number of important 
petitions on both sides. Against 
the government plan were those of 
the Shipowner’s Society, the Cham- 
ber of Commerce at Glasgow, the 
merchants of Liverpool, the Colo- 
nial Society, the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society (the 
name of Thomas Clarkson being 
the first appended to this petition), 
various West India associations, 
and divers bodies of planters, mer- 
chants, and others. In favour of 
the Budget, the petitioners were 
the Brazil merchants of Liverpool, 
the American Chamber of Com- 
merce at Liverpool, the merchants 
and manufacturers of Kendal, the 
sugar- refining trade of London, 
several corporations, and other 
parties. 

The debate was commenced by 
Lord John Russell taking the for- 
mal motion for going into commit- 
tee out of Mr. Baring’s hands, and 
availing himself of the opportunity 
for preoccupying the ground and 
anticipating the arguments of vis- 
count Sandon and his friends. The 
speech of lord John Itussell, what- 
ever might be the merits of the 
policy which it advocated, is cer- 
tainly entitled to praise, as able, 
comprehensive, and elaborate, in 
no ordinary degree. This circum- 
stance will justify us, after we have 
given a summary of its leading topics 
and arguments, in passing over 
with very brief notice, many of the 
speeches which were afterwards 
delivered on the same side ; for as 
the debate on this question was 
protracted to the unprecedented 
duration of eight nights, it would 
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be impossible, within the limits of 
this work, to present even an 
epitome of the speeches individu- 
ally, without trenching upon the 
space demanded by other matters 
of great public moment. The 
speech of lord John Russell may, 
however, be taken as a very good 
exposition of the policy and prin- 
ciples of the Government and its 
supporters. He said, that if this 
had been merely a financial ques- 
tion, be should have left it to the 
superior knowledge and perspicuity 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 
but he regarded it as constituting, 
by the variety and magnitude of its 
relations, a great national subject. 
The Government were well aware, 
even from the beginning of this 
year, that the finance of the coun- 
try was matter of great difficulty, 
and would require great attention. 
Their resolution to consider the 
Corn-laws was formed before the 
11th of March, when the notice 
was given that the colonial duties 
would be reviewed. On that oc- 
casion he had stated, that it was 
the intention of the Government 
to embrace the whole subject of 
Import-duties ; and when he now 
added, that he had long ago com- 
municated with the Governor- 
general of Canada upon the Tim- 
ber question, he trusted there 
would be an end to that story, 
circulated in hostility to the Go- 
vernment and to its character, that 
the present Budget was a sudden 
contrivance and resource for the 
extrication of the Ministry. He 
spoke now in behalf of no colonial 
dub, no powerful individual inter- 
est, but on behalf of a body often 
helpless on these occasions-* the 
great body of her majesty’s sub- 
jects. Many foreign emergencies 
had arisen in the Mediterranean, 
in China^ in Canada ; domestic in- 


surrections had broken out, and 
large additions of force became 
necessary for the safety of the 
empire. These additions had been 
supported by majorities of the 
House ; and the means thus be- 
stowed had been successfully em- 
ployed by the Government. The 
cost of these efforts had now to be 
provided for ; and the Government 
had to meet a deficiency of 
2,400,000/. It was open to the 
House to have objected to the expen- 
diture at the time ; but now to op- 
pose the going into Committee of 
Ways and Means, without sug- 
gesting any other plan as prefer- 
able to that of the Government, 
was a course unworthy of a great 
party. The Ministry had con- 
sidered the expediency of meeting 
the emergency by a loan, but they 
had rejected that expedient as un- 
wise, where the deficiency was 
permanent: they had considered 
also the resource of increasing the 
direct taxes; but they had pre- 
ferred, on the other hand, the plan 
of altering the Import-duties, as 
now proposed, for the purpose of 
relieving instead of oppressing the 
people. Then being prepared to 
deal with Sugar and Timber as 
questions of revenue, they would 
not have been justified in exclud- 
ing the other great question— that 
of Corn — especially with their 
opinions on the merits of that 
question, and their belief that, 
sooner or later, it must be made 
the means of an extensive change 
in the commercial situation of this 
country. The duties he meant to 
propose upon Corn, added to the 
charge of freight from foreign 
countries, would constitute a suf- 
ficient protection, keeping the price 
of Wheat, in all probability, at 
from 50s. to 60r. a quarter. With 
respect to Sugar, he took the true 
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principle to be protection, not pro- 
hibition. He was not now con- 
sidering whether all foreign sugar 
ought to be prohibited — that was 
a separate question — but only whe- 
ther the present proposal did or did 
not give a sufficient protection, 
where protection and not prohibi- 
tion was the object. He then 
entered into some details, for the 
purpose of showing that West In- 
dian interests would be effectually 
protected under the proposals of 
the Budget, and that freedom in 
the commercial intercourse of na- 
tions had a tendency to improve 
and to cheapen the productions of 
each. Thus, by the admission of 
foreign sugars, the industry of the 
West Indies would be stimulated 
to better means of production, and 
the English labourer would obtain 
his sugar on more reasonable terms. 
The great measure of slave-eman- 
cipation, purchased by this country 
si the cost of twenty millions ster- 
ling, bad been eminently success- 
ful, and the condition erf the 
negroes was not only promising 
hut prosperous. This fact he 
proved by various statistical de- 
tails. There was no reason to 
suppose that the progress of the 
West Indian negroes would now 
he checked by die importation of 
foreign sugars ; and having given 
them justice and freedom, the go- 
vernment would not be justified in 
further forcing West Indian culti- 
vation for their sake*, to the in- 
jury of the English labourer, 
especially when the manufacturing 
interests at home were enduring 
the severest distress. He asked the 
House, therefore, not to let their 
good-will to the West Indian ne- 
groes oi erate to the disadvantage 
of the sufferers at Bolton and Man- 
chester, who, it was but too proba- 
Wof would be reduced in great 
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numbers to parish relief before the 
end of the session. The working 
people had now for some time been 
improving in their habits, prefer- 
ring tea and coffee to ardent 
spirits: it was most desirable to 
encourage that tendency, and not 
to drive them back again to dele- 
terious liquors. It was said, that 
sugar would soon be cheapened by 
an increased production in the 
East Indies. But this, if the pre- 
sent scale of duties were main- 
tained, would only be a transfer of 
monopoly from the West to the 
East. He now came to viscount 
Sandon's proposed resolution, which 
did not altogether prohibit slave- 
grown sugar, but mixed trade 
and humanity together, mainly 
r on the ground that there was 
a good prospect of supply 
from the colonies. That was in- 
telligible enough as a great 
party-move; but it by no means 
excluded the movers themselves 
from letting in slave-grown sugar 
in some future state of things. 
The resolution looked at if ii were 
full of humanity, but it left a 
corner for future free-trade. But 
if the House were resolved against 
taking slave-grown sugar, what 
would it say as to the admission 
of other articles of slave-labour? 
Would they wholly prohibit the 
slave-grown coffee, of which so 
large a quantity was now con- 
sumed by British subjects? Did 
the man who would be horrified at 
drinking a cup of slave-grown 
coffee, redeem the potation and 
relieve his conscience by putting in 
a lump of free-labour sugar? But 
there was a still stronger case ; the 
West India planters themselves 
were now consuming slave-grown 
sugar. (Viscount Sandon intimated 
that he would gladly stop such a 
consumption.) Lord John Russell 

[H 2) 


Digitized by 


Google 



100] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


proceeded to contend, that this 
apparently philanthropic resolution 
was a mere party motion, to em- 
barrass the Government by uniting 
various interests against them. Yet 
who, after all, had been the per- 
sons most active in the great cause 
of humanity ? It was the Whig 
Government of 1806 which put an 
end to the Slave-trade. It was the 
Whig government of Earl Grey 
that abolished the flogging of 
females, and granted 20,000,000/. 
of money for the abolition of 
slavery. And now a party, who 
never did anything for any of 
these objects, came forward with 
an affectation of humanity, for 
which their past conduct did not 
entitle them to take credit. It 
had been proposed to reduce the. 
duty on Colonial Sugar. To such a 
reduction, certainly, the Govern- 
ment ought to look, when the 
revenue should be able to afford it, 
but that period had not yet ar- 
rived. If the Government measure 
were adopted, England might, as 
a great customer of Brazil, have 
an influence in the mitigation of 
her slavery ; but not so, if Brazil 
should find a stubborn resolve in 
the British Legislature to exclude 
her produce. She would then 
continue her slave-labour, and sell 
her produce to other countries. 
Not only as to Brazil, but as to 
other nations^ the present crisis 
was an important one. The ex- 
ample which they were now about 
to give would be of the most exten- 
sive influence. “ If they saw that 
this great commercial country, this 
free country, had come to an opi- 
nion, that restriction and prohibi- 
tion were the best maxims of com- 
mercial policy, they would quote 
that example for themselves. Their 
merchants would quote it too, and 
restriction and prohibition would 


become the rule of intercourse of 
European nation* ( Loud cheers 
and counter cheers .) Was that 
for the advantage of this country, 
or was it for the advantage of the 
world ? He said, that for the 
former it certainly was not : for as 
a great commercial and manufac- 
turing nation, we ought to look 
to the extension and diffusion of 
British Manufacture* He said 
also, that for the advantage of the 
world it certainly was not: be- 
cause his belief was, that the more 
there was a free and unrestricted 
intercourse— -the more the nations 
of the world were mingled to- 
gether by those ties of peaceful 
commerce, the more this country 
would be carrying, with her bales 
of goods and cases of hardware, 
the knowledge of civilization and 
Christianity of a nation that stood 
in the front for all those qualities 
{loud cheers) ; and the House must 
observe, that though this nation 
stood in so proud and eminent a 
position, yet a pernicious example 
set by her in that respect, which 
might be of some disadvantage to 
others, must finally be of the ut- 
most disadvantage to herself. She 
did not stand like Rome, the con- 
queror of the world — 

“But, Rome, 'tis thine alone with awful 
sway. 

To rule' mankind and make the world 
obey, 

Disposing peace and war, thy own ma- 
jestic way. 

To tame the proud, the fetter'd slave to 
free ; 

These are imperial arts and worthy 
thee." 

She was, on the continent, one 
amongst several nations of great 
power and great civilization, of 
whose institutions some were equal- 
ly as free as her own; many of 
them advancing to great wealth, 
and competing with and rivalliog 
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ti her in all the arts of peace, and in 

y all her productions. Let her give, 

•is then, to those nations but a right 

sat, example, and she would still be, 

ii not only even, but tbe foremost, 

r a But let her take a contrary course, 

fin and establish restriction and pro- 

v&. hibition— let her say to other 

, l a* nations, that her merchants of the 

West Indies and East Indies, the 
g timber-merchants of North Ame- 

ik ncs, and the landowners of her 

;; ^ own soil, had a present monopoly, 

el* that that was her standard, and 

ag i under that standard she meant to 

march on, and by it to abide ; she 
;ai> would then set an evil example, 
that before long would become 
$0 confirmed, and when she wished to 
retrace her steps, she would find 
fa the lesson she had taught too deeply 

implanted ever to be eradicated. 
[{ 0 Having those views of the state of 
gjir country, and of the other coun- 
tries of the globe in communion 
0* with it, he and his colleagues had, 

0\ as it was their bounden duty to do, 

^ given their advice to the sovereign ; 

ifjjj the result of that advice he bad 

at now produced before the House, 

^ and with them it rested to come to 

• g « decision on the subject. If they 

adopted tbe plan which the Govern- 
ment had proposed, he looked for- 
ward with confidence to an era of 
^ prosperity. If, however, they did 
,*» Hot adopt it, on that House would 
he the responsibility of rejecting 
x* the measure, while her majesty's 

t Ministers would have discharged 

the duty that was incumbent on 
them, that of not having concealed 
their opinion, and having done 
I their beat for the service of the 

'u country.” Tbe noble lord then 

[i amoved, that tbe Speaker leave tbe 

J chair, and resumed his seat amidst 

j) hog-continued cheers. 

£ viscount Sandon then rose, to 
K propose the resolution of which he 


had given notice. He disclaimed 
the desire imputed to him, of ex- 
cluding all trade in all slave-pro- 
duced articles ; his objection was, to 
such a direct encouragement and 
powerful stimulus to the slave-trade 
as this measure would afford. He 
showed, from various returns, that 
the supply of sugar was now be- 
coming so plentiful, as to deprive 
the Government of the excuse, that 
their measure was necessary for the 
relief of the labouring classes at 
home. That measure was held 
out as a boon to the foreign slave- 
owners, and to the extent of that 
boon it was a bounty upon tbe 
slave-trade. If this were a mere 
mercantile question, he would not 
have interfered. As a mere pro- 
tection, the existing duty might 
probably be too high, but the 
question was a moral one, involv- 
ing tbe success of the great ex- 
periment of negro-emancipation, 
for which the nation had lately 
paid so large a price. The Govern- 
ment, moreover, had miscalculated 
their details ; their measure would 
not be found adequate to supply 
the required revenue. This he 
proved by a reference to various 
documentary statements, and re- 
ferred to similar sources to show 
the great increase in our exports 
which had recently taken place to 
those colonies in which free-labour 
had been established. The value 
of the trade of Brasil and Cuba, 
as compared with that of the West 
and East Indies, was inconsider- 
able. Commercially, therefore, the 
manufacturers would be losers by 
sacrificing the colonial markets to 
those of the slave-owning states. 
He defended the colonists against 
the imputation, that they were 
wanting in humanity, and con- 
cluded by moving the resolution 
which has been before stated. 
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In the course of the debate 
which followed, and which lasted, 
with only the exception of two 
intervening Saturdays, from night 
to night, from the 7th to the 18th 
of May, upwards of eighty mem- 
bers addressed the House, some of 
whom spoke at considerable length. 
Of course, such an unprecedented 
length of discussion involved much 
repetition and reproduction of the 
same arguments. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it is thought that the 
nature of the debate will be best 
conveyed to the reader by present* 
ing a full analysis of the speeches 
of a few of the leading members 
on either side, and, as regards the 
rest, by noticing in detail only two 
or three of the more prominent 
features of the controversy. Among 
these, the defection from the mi- 
nisterial rank of some of the usual 
adherents of Whig politics merits 
attention. The obvious connection 
of the propositions contained in the 
Budget, with the threatened alter- 
ation in the Corn-laws, drove some 
of the representatives of the agri- 
cultural interests, who generally 
voted with lord John Russell, into 
the ranks of his opponents. Thus, 
on the first night of the debate, 
Mr. Handley, one of the members 
for Lincolnshire, and a leading 
organ of the farming interest, de- 
clared that he could not vote with 
the Ministers, as he regarded the 
questions of Sugar and Timber as 
inseparably mixed up with that of 
Corn. He said, he was astounded 
at the proposal of 8s. and 4s., a 
reduction of duty which he be- 
lieved went even beyond the hopes 
of the Anti-corn-law League them- 
selves. He would rather have had 
no protection at all than such a 
protection as this. Lord Worsley, 
Mr. G. Heathcote, and Mr. L. 
Hodges, all friends of the agricul- 


turists, but of liberal politics, de- 
clared the same resolution. On 
the other hand, Dr. Lusbington, a 
very decided and consistent Whig, 
avowed his enmity to the Budget 
on another distinct ground — its 
tendency to encourage slavery and 
the slave-trade. He said, that 
every country had a right to de- 
nounce a trade which ml Europe 
had agreed, with one accord, was 
opposed to the law of justice and 
humanity— »of God and man. 
There might be difficulty in our 
finance and in our commerce ; but 
this measure would not relieve it. 
He had not changed one iota of 
his opinions. He had opposed, in 
common with a large majority of 
the House, the reduction of duty 
on foreign sugar, when prices were 
higher and supplies doubtful; he 
would not think it more fitting to 
reduce that duty now, when pirar 
were lower and supplies promising. 
He must oppose the reduction, as 
tending to increase the slave-trade 
and slavery, as unjust to the West 
Indies, as disadvantageous to the 
East Indies, as injurious to the 
tropical population, and as unne- 
cessary m itself. He stated, in 
detail, the present prospects of 
supply from our own colonies, of 
which the produce was now rapidly 
increasing ; and he adverted to the 
enormities of slavery as upheld in 
Cuba, where the slaves were always 
worked in gangs of males only, to 
whom was denied even the necessary 
refreshment of sleep, and against 
whom every man’s hand was raised, 
as if the oppressor hated the slave 
for the very wrong he had done 
him. This was no free- trade— this 
was no competition: there could 
be no competition between the 
honest manufacturer and the man 
who robbed on the highway. After 
a just panegyric on the virtues and 
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exertions of Mr. John Joseph Gur- 
ney, who had recently visited the 
West Indies, and published the 
valuable results of bis experience 
there, he read an opinion trans- 
mitted to him from that gentleman, 
in which the necessity of excluding 
slave-grown sugar was strongly 
enforced. The effects of the go- 
vernment measure would probably 
be, that the Brazilians would with- 
draw capital from cotton to sugar ; 
and thus this country would be 
rendered dependent for her sup- 
plies of cotton on the United 
states alone. If the question were 
put to the British people, whether 
they would prefer to pay a little 
dearer for their sugar, or to have 
it cheaper at the cost of human 
suffering, he believed that they 
would prefer the former side of the 
alternative. 

Several members in support of 
the Government addressed them- 
selves with especial reference to 
Dr. Lushington’s argument— none 
perhaps with more effect than Mr. 
Grote, whose speech throughout 
was marked with much ability. He 
said, u When in former years the 
mischiefs of slavery, as it existed in 
our own islands, were forcibly ex- 
posed, the conclusions deduced were 
natural and legitimate, and worthy 
of the premises laid for them. Par- 
liament said, u Here is a great evil 
existing, let us interfere and put it 
down.” The generous exertions of 
those who exposed the evil were 
rewarded with their proper result 
—a direct and effective interven- 
tion for the purpose of putting 
down the evil. But when gentle- 
men denounce the practice of sla- 
veiy, as it exists in Cuba, in Brazil, 
or in other foreign countries, what 
are the practical conclusions which 
they deduce from their doctrine ? 
Do they propose that we should 


formally require the governments 
of those countries to abrogate sla- 
very, and that, in the event of 
refusal, we should fit out arma- 
ments to enforce compliance ? No 
person has ever started such a pro- 
position. Do they propose to de- 
clare all the products of slave- 
labour tainted, and to forbid them 
as abominations, of which it is not 
permitted under any circumstances 
to partake, just as certain descrip- 
tions of food are peremptorily in- 
terdicted in many countries by 
religious precept ? Sir, I do not 
find that any person proposes this. 
But, Sir, unless gentlemen are pre- 
pared to maintain this proposition, 
they abandon the moral ground of 
the question ; they can no longer 
take their stand upon the dignity 
of a moral and conscientious scru- 
ple: they cannot he allowed to 
reason upon the moral view of the 
question up to a certain point, and 
then to turn their backs upon it 
when they find inconveniences 
thickening around them : they 
cannot be allowed to rate the stain 
arising from slave manipulation at 
some fixed sum, such as one penny 
or twopence per pound, and nothing 
more. So long as gentlemen en- 
courage the introduction of slave- 
grown cotton and slave-grown to- 
bacco, I say that I am only fol- 
lowing their example when I treat 
this question as one of prudence 
and public convenience, and not of 
any peremptory moral obligation." 
Had the exclusive system checked 
the spread of slavery, Mr. Grote 
asked, in Cuba and Brazil ? 

We shall select the speeches of 
lord Stanley and sir Robert Peel, 
as affording the best general com- 
pendium of the arguments urged 
against the measure, while those 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and viscount Palmerston on the 
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otber side, with the analysis which 
we have already given of lord John 
Russell's opening address, will suf- 
ficiently explain the grounds relied 
on by its supporters. 

Lord Stanley said, it was al- 
leged on the other side, that a great 
principle was now for the first time 
brought to the test — that of free- 
trade, and that every one was 
agreed upon this principle ; but 
the fact was, that free- trade, that 
is, trade unfettered with restriction 
or protection, had been advocated 
by no member except Mr. Grote. 
On the contrary, the Ministers had 
announced that their principle was 
one of protection, not of free- 
trade. On Corn, on Timber, and 
on Sugar, protecting duties were 
proposed. He did not find fault 
with protection ; but let not the 
Ministers, who acted upon it, pro- 
fess to be the pure and perfect 
champions of free- trade. He agreed 
with them, that the true rule was 
protection, as opposed to prohibi- 
tion ; but the amount of protection 
in each particular case must be a 
question, not of principle, but of 
varying circumstances. The same 
rule could not be applied to the 
agriculturist and to the manufac- 
turer, the capital of the former 
being so much less moveable and 
so much less independent of sea- 
sons ; and sugar was one of those 
descriptions of agricultural pro- 
duce, with respect to which the 
application of the rule was matter 
of peculiar difficulty. Bat admit- 
ting the general principle as ap- 
plicable both to agriculture and 
manufactures, if it was necessary 
to foster a manufacture in its in- 
fancy by protection, it was espe- 
cially necessary, in the present 
case of the sugar trade. Lord 
Stanley then entered fully into 
detail* exhibiting the probable 
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abundance of the future supplies 
of sugar from our own colonies, 
and the excess of those supplies 
beyond any probable amount of 
British consumption. The treat- 
ment of this question was matter 
of the greatest importance with 
reference to the course which 
foreign nations would take with 
regard to the great experiment of 
emancipation . M r. O’Connell, who, 
he had heard with the greatest 
surprise, was prepared to support 
the measures of the Government, 
had given notice of a motion in 
committee far excluding such 
foreign sugar as was produced by 
slave-labour. The objection to 
that motion was its impossibility. 
It was in the very teeth of our 
treaty with Brazil. Lord Stanley 
then cited a speech of Mr. O’Con- 
nell, made in opposition to a plan 
proposed by Mr. Ewart last year, 
precisely similar to the present. 
The Government, too, had then 
opposed that plan, when the prices 
of sugar were high, but now, when 
the consumer had been relieved by 
prices unusually low, the same 
scheme was revived and brought 
in by themselves. He was not ais- 
posed to go the extreme length of 
saying that this country ought to 
exclude every species of slave- 
grown produce. * Such an exclu- 
sion would in truth be impractic- 
able. But he would not consent 
to a measure which went to throw 
away all the fruits of the great 
and costly experiment now in pro- 
gress. It was urged, that our re- 
fining trade admitted sugar to be 
imported for refinement and re- 
exportation. But our refining did 
not add one pound to the quantity 
of sugar grown in Brazil* We 
were therein the mere carriers of 
that sugar which foreign nations 
would equally have consumed. 


Google 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


be Then as to cotton and coffee : his 

* answer was, that wherever you 
& could substitute the cultivation of 

cotton and coffee, though reared 
ft bjr slaves, for the cultivation of 
a sugar, the slave would be a gainer 

n by the comparative lightness of the 

k labour required for the former ar- 

c tides. A pleasing picture had 

n been drawn of the present state of 
m our negro population. To what 
its was this owing? Solely to the 
f consumption by this country of 
a their staple article of production, 

is Was this a state of things into 

si which the noble lord ought to 

i'l break? He said nothing of the 

1 1 hundreds of millions permanently 

k invested in machinery and land— 

x he said nothing of the 20,000,000/. 

jp paid by this country, or of the 

* rain to which it would subject our 

jt fellow-countrymen in the West 

f Indies; but he would ask them, 

ft when they saw the negro acquiring 

]fi habits of honest industry, stimu- 
li feted to labour by the wages of- 

t fcred— when they saw an increas- 

) ing population, and when they 

ft knew tbit all this flourishing con- 

flitkm mm owing solely to the 
i consumption by this country of 

i their staple article of production — 

d he would ask them, if this was the 

t moment to choose for the destruc- 

^ lion of their incipient prosperity ? 

t Was this the moment to choose 

i for the introduction of a new com- 

ji petition in the shape of slave- 

i grown sugar, depriving the negro 

* of those warn which, while they 

t amply repaid him for his labour, 

i were the means of stimulating him 

j, U> laborious exertion ? 

ji He felt deeply for the distress 
p of our manufacturing districts, 

j hot it would be well for the 

{ Government to pause, before they 

i dosed, for the sake of a new 

l TOt in Brasili that greet col o- 
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nial market which had hitherto 
afforded so large an outlet for 
British commodities, and that other 
fresh and unlimited market which 
was now opening itself in the 
valley of the Granges. The un- 
settled state of our foreign rela- 
tions was enough to account in 
a great measure, for the temporary 
prevalence of commercial distress. 
He, however, did not despair of 
the finances of the country under 
a good and prudent Administration. 
In the extraordinary expenses oc- 
casioned by foreign transactions, 
and in the reduction of the Post- 
office Revenue, he could trace the 
whole amount of the deficiency to 
be provid eed for. He quoted the 
Liverpool Price Current , of 11th 
May, 1841, which stated, that 
after the first panic caused by the 
announcement of the ministerial 
project had subsided, the market 
was become calmer from the con- 
viction that no such measure could 
be carried. Finally, lord Stanley 
vigorously denounced the scheme 
as the last act of expiring despera- 
tion on the part of the falling 
Government. 

“ It had been said, that whatever 
might be the result of the imme- 
diate proposition, the seed was 
sown which would produce its 
fruit in due time. He feared that 
the Beed was sown which would 
produce a bitter fruit ; and deeply 
regretted that at the moment 
when the Government felt them- 
selves tottering to their fall— when 
the financial difficulties of the 
country, to say the least of them, 
were most serious— when he would 
not say county by county, but 
borough by borough, they saw 
their hold upon the country gra- 
dually slipping away from them— 
( Great cA&rtftg)— that at that 
moment, when the common con* 
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sent of the country proclaimed, 
whatever might be the opinion of 
honourable gentlemen opposite, 
that they could no longer hold the 
reins of office, as they had long 
since ceased to hold the reins of 
power —(Renewed cheering)— he 
regretted, he said, that this should 
be the time chosen by Government 
for throwing loose upon the coun- 
try a crude and undigested scheme, 
involving the most extensive finan- 
cial regulations, deeply affecting 
every interest in the country, para- 
lysing for the time all speculations 
in trade and all activity in com- 
merce j and this under the full 
conviction that it was impossible 
they would be able to carry the 
project into effect-" ( Great cheer - 
ing.) 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, that the arguments of the 
Opposition on the Sugar question 
were inconsistent with each other- 
The measure could not both ruin 
the West Indies, and fail to yield 
revenue* The price which this 
measure would secure to the Bri- 
tish colonist wasone which had been 
exceeded only twice in the whole 
of tbelast twenty years. It had been 
said that the measure would not 
yield the anticipated revenue. He 
contended that it would : for when 
the colonial sugar should rise to a 
certain point, the foreign sugar 
would come into competition with 
it, and so prevent the price from 
■rising to such a height as would 
check consumption : and while 
consumption should be maintained 
to the extent which he contem- 
plated, a revenue might be relied 
on, which from his data^he took at 
700,0001. It was proved by the 
evidence given before the Com- 
mittee on Import-duties, that when 
the price rose beyond 60#. per hogs- 
head, the consumption was check- 


ed, but at 58#. or 59/. the con- 
sumption was interminable; and 
by this measure the Government 
took security on behalf of the 
poorer classes that the price should 
not rise beyond this consumption 
level. If the colonies and the East 
Indies could supply the sugar st 
this moderate price, the foreigners 
would not get in; but if they 
were unable to furnish the requi- 
site amount at the reasonable rate, 
the foreigner would enter and 
redress the balance. It was true 
that the supplies of colonial sugar 
were now plentiful, but that was 
the very reason for selecting this 
as the time to introduce a change, 
because in such a state of toe 
stock it would fall with no sudden 
hardship on the colonists. Mr. 
Huskisson had proposed a plan of 
this kind to the Cabinet of his time, 
and they had acceded to its prin- 
ciple, though from collateral cir- 
cumstances the measure was not 
then brought forward. The prin- 
ciple having been so sanctioned by 
the Tory party, with what grace 
did they now seek to ride into 
power, by raising the cry of hu- 
manity, and contending that it 
was contrary to principle to let in 
slave-grown sugar under any cir- 
cumstances? The measure re- 
ferred to was not a trifling one 
—not one that could have pass- 
ed without consideration. There 
was no truer principle than that 
of Mr. Huskisson, that if you 
wish to improve a trade, you must 
subject it to some competition. 
With respect to the encouragement 
of slavery, it was to be remem- 
bered, that if you sell your goods 
to a slave-owner, you equally 
encourage slavery, whether you 
take sugar in exchange, or any 
other article; for the other ar- 
ticle which he pays jou, must 
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hare been acquired by him by 
his slave-labour. He reminded 
the House, that last year he had 
ventured, notwithstanding the ge- 
neral opinion that no minister 
could accomplish such an object, to 
impose direct taxes. He had, there- 
fore, cleared away that difficulty 
for the future : but at this season, 
and under present circumstances 
he did not think it justifiable to 
repeat the experiments. The pre- 
sent Opposition made objections: 
but they proposed no measure of 
their own. Such a policy was 
perhaps requisite, in order to keep 
that powerful party together. 

Sir Robert Peel then addressed 
the House in a speech which was 
listened to with peculiar interest, 
not merely with reference to the 
pending debate, but because it 
contained a statement of the prin- 
ciples by which it might be un- 
derstood his conduct would be 
regulated in the now probable and 
nearly approaching event of his 
succeeding to the government. He 
began by saying, that even though 
no question of timber or corn had 
been mixed with that of sugar, 
he would have voted against the 
introduction of slave-grown sugar 
into the English market, nQt upon 
the abstract ground that conscience 
would forbid all commerce in the 
produce of slave-labour — he had 
voted for the reduction of the duty 
ou cotton, and for the removal of 
the absurd restriction which re- 
quired foreign coffee to be sent 
round to the Cape — but he now 
rested mainly upon a consideration 
of the social and moral condition 
of the West Indian people under 
tbe experiment now in progress. 
If the personal interests of the 
planters were only to be consi- 
dered, the House might possibly 
have expected them to sacrifice 


those interests to the public advan- 
tage. But much higher interests 
were at stake, in the moral and 
social condition of the people in 
that part of the empire in which 
we had recently made the roost 
hazardous, and he rejoiced to 
admit, the most successful experi- 
ment in the annals of the world. 
But he could not conceive what 
might be the consequences of that 
change, if we now took a step 
which would introduce sugar pro- 
duced by slave-labour into the 
market of this country. Sir R. 
Peel expressed his conviction that 
a sufficient supply of sugar for our 
own consumption would be furnish- 
ed from the East and West Indies, 
and from the Mauritius. There 
had been a material reduction in 
its price even since the beginning 
of the present debate. He urged 
the importance of providing new 
articles of remittance from India 
to England : and quoted instances 
of extensive mortality by famine, 
in Hindostan, produced in some 
measure by the expulsion of the 
Hindoo manufactures, through the 
superiority of the English. After 
such fearful examples, he was un- 
able to feel tbe paramount obli- 
gation of those free-trade doctrines 
which now required him to give a 
preference to the industry of Cuba 
and Brazil over that of the East 
Indies. The proposal alleged to 
have been made by Mr. Grant, 
now lord Glenelg, to a Tory Cabi- 
net, had been misrepresented. It 
was a proposal only, for reducing 
the duty on West India sugar, not 
for admitting tbe sugar of slave- 
colonies ; and since that time, 
slavery had been abolished in the 
British possessions,' so that the 
circumstances were totally altered. 
He owned he was surprised at the 
tone taken upon the slave question 
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in this debate— the abandonment 
of the whole position heretofore 
maintained by Government — an 
abandonment which the country 
would view with disgust. The 
time was passed when a nation 
could rule her neighbours by force : 
but he had hoped that England 
might still sway them by the 
greatness of her example. Sir 
Robert Peel then proceeded to de- 
fend himself against the imputation 
of being actuated by motives of 
faction, in his present course, ap- 
pealing to the support which he 
had rendered to the Government 
on many great public questions, 
and reminding them that he was 
only now pursuing the course 
which he had taken conjointly 
with the Ministers themselves, on 
this very question last year. It 
had been said, he continued, that 
viscount Saadon’s resolution left 
its supporters a loop-hole to escape 
by, so that they might afterwaids 
bring forward the measure which 
they now opposed. Sir Robert 
Peel would not avail himself of it— 
he said, 

"I will be frank and explicit 
with you. I do now say that my 
opinion, pay deliberate opinion is, 
that the great experiment which 
has cost this country so much— 
the great experiment for the ex- 
tinction of slavery — should be 
fully, fairly, and perfectly tried $ 
and that to this effect we ought to 
encourage sugar the production of 
free-labour, by giving it the ex- 
clusive preference in the market 
of the United Kingdom, as well 
as to attempt to increase its supply 
in all our colonies. Sir, if I had 
been in office, I should have taken 
the same course that I did take on 
this question ; and if I should be 
in office, I never contemplate 
changing it. ( Cheers ) I do not 


propose to follow your example— 
(< addressing lord John Russell ) — 
to resist the proposition now under 
discussion this year, and come 
down the next with a motion for 
its adoption. ( Great cheers .) Sir, 
the principle we contend for is 
this, that East India sugar and 
rum— all produce of that colony 
in fact, but especially sugars— 
should be placed on the Same foot- 
ing as the produce of the West 
Indies. My confident hope and 
firm belief is that a sufficient ’sup- 
ply of sugar will be produced in 
our own colonics. I should rejoice 
at it ; and if it be procurable at a 
reasonable price, I shall be pre- 
pared to continue the existing 
rotection, so long as our West 
ndian colonies remain in a state 
analogous to that in which they 
are placed at present/' 

He did not deny, and he deeply 
regretted, the existence of great 
distress in some of the manufac- 
turing districts: a distress, how- 
ever, which unhappily was to be 
found in all times and circum- 
stances. But he did not contem- 
plate with alarm the financial 
prospects of the country. Ha 
referred to parliamentary returns 
showing the recent decrease of 
exports to have been but small, 
ana to have been chiefly owing to 
the late embarrassments of the 
United States, our great customem 
for those articles in which the de- 
crease had taken place. The state 
of our shipping had been not only 
not retrograde, but actually pro- 
gressive. He had been called upon 
by Mr. Viiliers to make a declara- 
tion of his opinion on free-trade. 
Mr. Viiliers said the principle of 
free-trade advocated by him and 
those friends who concurred with 
him was this, that without refer# 
ence to any other consideration* 
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'exnfb- our true policy was, to buy in the 
Mj- cheapest market. If such was the 
mis principle of the honourable gen- 
aod ea tleman, to be acted upon as an 
ratal invariable and universal rule, 
m) St without reference to time and cir- 
eod hi cumstanoes, sir Robert could only 
opr ■ say that in principle, or at least in 
ht cm this application of it, he could not 
sups- concur. He did not contest the 
aatf* principle in reference to countries, 
tieWa if it were possible to conceive 
hope d their existence, in which no pre- 
ss# formed relations subsisted ; but, as 
Mi lord Stanley said in the admirable 
Idrrjock speech he bad delivered, in a coun- 
ibkai try with such complicated relations 
be # is this, of such extensive empire, 
amf of such immense trade, the rigid 
ur fa application of such a principle as 
oistft this would involve us in inextri- 
dd? cable Confusion; and sir Robert 
Peel apprehended that the Ministry 
themselves would dissent from the 
i fjje* principle of free-trade thus laid 

gush* down* If Mr. Villiers's principle 

, kof* was really and simply to go to the 

0 k cheapest market, what could the 

jfojfr honourable gentleman say to the 

at* Government proposition to impose 

M 8s. a quarter duty on the importa- 
nt tjon of Wheat ? He must, con- 

10 ristently with his principle, insist 

* i upon the entirely free and un- 

ai restricted importation of Wheat, 

p Timber, Sugar, and every other 

k commodity. Sir Robert Peel and 

rii Ms colleagues in office had been cor- 

dial supporters of Mr. Huskisson, 
& the recollection of whose authority 
siy confirmed him in his present opi- 
10 nkmi ; and the only actual resist- 

g* imceto Mr. Hoskisson’s measures 

a* was from Mr. Edward Ellice and 

1 Mr. Williams, partisans of the 

i Whigs ** Yet now lord John Rus- 

4 mil seemed to claim an exclusive 

i possession of the principles of Mr. 

i» Htnkissoii. (“ Hear , hear” and 

\ l**$kter.) He seemed to say, " If 


we go out of office, we will pack 
up the principles of free-trade and 
carry them away with us. ( Loud 
cheers and laughter .) But such 
is our magnanimous generosity, 
that we give you notice that we 
shall stand by our principles ; and 
we will not withhold a supply 
when you demand from us a 
contribution of liberal policy. ” 
(“i/ear, hear** and laughter.) 

Proceeding to the subject of 
Corn-laws, he next announced his 
fixed determination with reference 
to that question—- this declaration 
is too important to be abridged : 

“ I do then say, that notwith- 
standing the forcible combination 
which has been formed against the 
Corn-laws — notwithstanding the 
declarations that either the total 
repeal or the substitution of a 
fixed duty for the present scale is 
the inevitable result of the agita- 
tion now going forward — notwith- 
standing this declaration, I do not 
hesitate to avow my adherence 
to the opinion which I expressed 
last year, and now again declare 
that my preference is decidedly in 
favour of a graduated scale to 
any fixed duty. ( Loud cheering.) 
I said that I preferred the principle 
of a graduated sliding duty to a 
fixed one. I said that I would not 
limit myself to any rigid details, 
but that I reserved for myself the 
opportunity of considering them; 
the principle of the graduated 
sliding-scale as compared with the 
fixed duty I bound myself to, but 
not to any details. * • • 

The noble lord will propose the 
adoption of a fixed duty; but I 
will offer my opposition to it on 
the ground that I do not think a 
fixed duty can be permanent/' 

With respect to the Timber- 
duties, he said it was not a ques- 
tion upon which any rational man 
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could venture to form an opinion 
without having been put in posses- 
sion, not only of the financial and 
commercial, but also of the political 
circumstances connected with them. 
He then adverted to the state of 
Finances of the country. The 
Government talkedof a great finan- 
cial crisis— they were themselves 
mainly responsible for it. They 
came down to the House year after 
year, and announced a deficiency ; 
and now they boasted themselves 
martyrs of free- trade, and applied 
to him (sir Robert Peel) for a 
Budget. He proceeded in a strain 
of taunting severity 

" I ,am by no means surprised at 
your confidence. You recollect 
that when 1 left office in 1830, I 
had been connected with an Ad- 
ministration which, during the 
period in which it had the manage- 
ment of the finances of this country 
under its control, reduced the pub- 
lic debt by 20,000,000/. of capital, 
and the annual charge upon that 
debt by more than 1,000,000/. 
You remember, too, that we left a 
surplus of 1 ,600,000/. of revenue 
over expenditure ; and that we did 
all this with all the difficulties of 
an unreformed Parliament. ( Loud 
cheers #) Now, you have had your 
way for five years. You have 
had all the benefit of cheap Govern- 
ment. ( Laughter .) You have 
had that superior advantage— you 
have had the Administration of 
affairs for ten years. You recol- 
lect, no doubt, the aid which I 
gave you with respect to the 
Jamaica question on a former oc- 
casion — when 1 enabled you to 
retain popular representative Go- 
vernment— when you were com- 
pelled to take my advice, and were 
glad and rejoiced in your coun- 
sellor — you remember all this ; 
and, if the circumstances were the 


same now, 1 would again give you 
the same advice. ( Cheers .) Sir, 
1 cannot but confess that I view 
with unaffected sympathy the poo* 
tion of the right honourable gen- 
tleman the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer— for “ to see a good man 
struggling with adversity,” says the 
poet, “ is a sight which the gods 
love to look upon;” — (Laughter) 
—and 1 cannot conceive a more 
lamentable position than that of a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer seated 
on an empty chest, by the side of 
bottomless deficiencies, fishing for 
a Budget. ( Protracted cheers and 
laughter)— I won’t bite — Rctiera* 
ted laughter and cheers ) — -and 1 
refuse my aid, on this ground, that 
1 can see nothing less worthy of 
public confidence than itiy conduct 
would be were I, out of office, to 
come forward and offer my Budget 
in competition with youra.” (Loud 
cheers .) There might be some 
young gentlemen in that House 
who would be silly enough to 
fancy that he would say some- 
thing about a property-tax, and 
the propriety of abolishing the 
Penny-postage system. But he 
would fairly say at once, that he 
would bring forward no Budget; 
his vote that evening was upon a 
question of Confidence — (Opposi* 
tion cheers ) ; and he would not 
endeavour to obtain the confidence 
or support of the country by rais- 
ing expectations that he should 
bring forward plans for reliev- 
ing the necessities of the coun- 
try, or encourage any precise 
expectations of relief. He stated 
what he should do if called to 
office. 

“ No man had a right to antici- 
pate being taken to the confidence 
of his sovereign, and placed in the 
position of Minister. If it were 
in his power to do so to-morrow, 
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eras he should endeavour to secure the 
•) t confidence of the House of Com- 

i w mens without delay ; but he would 

kp not make any public profession of 
what he would do if in office, 
t kfr He should certainly profess so far 

«!■ as this, that he should carefully 
afii review the circumstances of the 
v .4 country ; and that, considering the 

existence of a deficit in time of 
a w peace to be an intolerable evil, he 
a; i i should make some effort to equalise 

r the income and expenditure of the 
si iff country; but at the same time, 

whilst be asked of the House of 
r.'tf Commons a manifestation of its 

iittn- confidence and friendliness, he 

di should ask to be allowed time to 

Itk consider the circumstances of the 

lid country, and the best mode of ap- 
od plying a relief to the evils and 

kt> distress complained of in it/* 
talj* His belief was, that no particular 

(id canse could be assigned for the 

m deficiency. He would not mix up 

fks with the questions before the 

sh * House the larger questions of fo- 

v* feign policy, but he declared that 

d he retained his opinions in respect 

■i k to China, and he admitted that 

; k Government had been called upon 

a k to incur expenses in Canada. Still, 

jji; making these allowances, the Mi- 

nistera were reaponsible for the ills 
0 which had resulted from general 

H mismanagement. The evil had 

0 occurred, not from want of indi- 

0 ridual ability, but because, as a 

nil Government, they had retained 

jet °®ce when they no longer poe- 

0 fesmd the means of effecting the 

0 measures they knew to be neces- 

d m f : because they had endea- 

1 voured to carry on their Adminis- 
tration in violation of the principles 

jo- of the Constitution, which they 

0 had gpven him credit for acting 
upon in 1835 . It was not for the 

* interest of a representative Govern - 

1 meat that these things should con- 


tinue. He thus stigmatised their 
tenacity of office : 

“ Sir, I cannot think it is to the 
advantage of the monarchy that 
the servants of the Crown should 
be retained when they are unable 
to carry those measures which, as 
the confidential servants of the sove- 
reign, it is their bounden duty to 
bring forward. It is not the mea- 
sures themselves (said sir R. Peel, 
addressing the Ministers) which 
you introduce that are injurious, 
but they lose the grace and favour 
of the public eye when it is be- 
lieved that they do not spring 
from your deliberate will — are not 
formed inconsequence of the delibe- 
rate convictions of your own minds ; 
but are proposed merely for the pur. 
pose of propping up your falling 
fortunes, and conciliating the good- 
will of a particular party, to whose 
support you look. (Cheer*.) It 
is not, believe me, consistent with 
your own high character as public 
men, that you have made your 

P resent proposal The public— 
do not mean the needy and suf- 
fering portion of the people whose 
miseries you have affected to de- 
scribe, but the intelligent, well* 
judging portion of the public- 
will hardly admit that you possess 
their confidence.'* (Cheer*.) 

Viscount Palmerston, on behalf 
of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, denied sir Robert Peel’s 
charge, that he was fishing for a 
Budget: he had caught his Budget 
and laid it on the table : though, 
in doing so he bad been charged 
with forgetting the duties cl a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, be- 
cause he had proposed to supply 
part of the deficiency by relieving 
the people from some of their 
burdens. Sir R. Peel was mis- 
taken when he supposed that he 
was asked for a Budget : 
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“ What we required was this — 
and not even to-night has an 
answer been given to the challenge 
— ‘ Tell us, a ye or no, when we 
intend to supply the deficiency of 
the revenue by striking a blow 
at some of the great monopolies 
which have hitherto retarded the 
prosperity of the country— when 
you object on narrow and insuf- 
ficient grounds to our particular 
proposal, tell us plainly, do you 
approve of making up the defi- 
ciency in the way we intend, or 
are you prepared to vote new taxes 
for the purpose ? * " 

Sir Robert Peel, he continued, 
had promised to give, with the ut- 
most frankness, his opinions on the 
Com, Sugar, and Timber questions ; 
what then did his explanations 
amount to? With respect to Sugar, 
the only pledge he would give was, 
that for the next year he would 
not propose any change in the law. 
On the question of the Corn-laws 
he had avowed a preference for a 
sliding-scale over a fixed duty ; but 
a sliding-scale might be a very 
slippery thing. He had not de- 
clared whether the sliding-scale 
would he one materially diminish- 

or^not. ^On^he^imber dudes he 
had been equally indefinite— pledg- 
ing himself to nothing, until he 
should obtain the information which 
was now in the possession of the 
Ministers, and be put into the con- 
fidence of the Governor-general 
of Canada. 

For his own part, he said, he re- 
membered no great quesrion which 
had ever been debated on such nar- 
row grounds. The question was be- 
tween free- trade— meaning thereby 
such a trade as opened the way to free 
competition — on the one side, and 
monopoly on the other — between 
reason and prejudice — between the 


interests of the many and the profits 
of the few. The Opposition had 
shrunk from grappling with this 
great issue, and had endeavoured 
to narrow the discussion to one 
collateral point, and to mislead the 
House and the country as to their 
real views by pretending an un- 
bounded zeal for the welfare of the 
negroes. He distrusted the sin- 
cerity of this new-born zeal on 
the part of those who had them** 
selves been parties to the sufferings 
of those negroes, and he ridiculed 
the inconsistency of exduding one 
kind of slave-grown produce and 
admitting others. Though we de- 
clined to take slave-grown sugar 
from the Brazilians ourselves, we 
did not scruple to assist their trade 
by acting as carriers in transporting 
their sugar to other countries, or 
by refining it for them. Was not 
the pretence of conscience under 
these circumstances a piece of gross 
hypocrisy ? If indeed the Minis- 
ters had thought that their present 
proposition would give encourage- 
ment to the slave-trade, it* would 
never have been made. The sup- 
pression of that traffic was to he 
effected in two ways— either hjr 
exercise of the utmost vigilance on 
the part of our maritime police, 
acting under treaties with foreign 
governments,— or else by the mea- 
sures which foreign governments 
themselves might be induced to 

adopt. The measure now proposed 

would materially aid in both these 
respects. When the Whigs first came 
into office in 1830, the slave-trade 
was carried on to the greatest extent, 
chiefly under the flags of Spain and 
Portugal. The first thing which 
they did was to procure an exten* 
sion of the treaty with those coun- 
tries, and a new treaty with France. 
That was of no use, however, un- 
less they could obtain such treaties 
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with every power in the world that and hold out to them in the midst 
bad a vend sailing on the ocean, of their difficulties the hope of 
In this work great progress had better days. But if by the assaults 
been made. He then entered into of her enemies or the errors of her 
a summary of the negotiations misguided sons, England should 
which had been effected or were fall, or her star lose its lustre, with 
in progress with various powers, her would fall the hopes of the 
which, if successfully carried Africans, whether on their own 
through, as there was reason to continent or in the great regions 
hope, would end in a combination of America ; and they would, for 
of all the States in Christendom, a time at least, be buried in de~ 
with the single exception of the apair. (Loud cheers.) I know no 
United States of America, in a nation that is now ready in this 
general league for the suppression respect to supply our place.*' 
of the slave-trade. The last men- He would impose duties on fo- 
tioned power had hitherto been reign produce solely for the purposes 
deterred by the name of the right of revenue. He did not wish to 
of search, not remembering the see the principles of free-trade sud- 
distinction that existed between denly and instantly applied to the 
such aright of search as that re- derangements of established inter-* 
quiredfor the prevention of slave- ests and the ruin of great numbers 
trading, and that right of search of individuals. He desired to go 

r ust which they contended in on with them as quickly and as 
r war with us. With respect straight- forwardlyas circumstances 
to Brazil and Cuba, were we to would admit. It would not do to 
ssKrt, M Viscount Sandou now urge a more liberal commercial 
proposed to do, that free-labour policy on foreign countries, telling 
could not compete with slave-* them that competition is the light 
labour, we should be supplying and life of trade, while we kept 
them with the best of all argu- up our own restrictive system aft 
meats against complying with our home. Viscount Palmerston then 
demand for the abolition of the pointed out in detail, from the re- 
dare- trade, and falsifying all that suits of his own official experience, 
we bad said as to the advantages the effect which our example in 
of freedom. On the other hand, retaining high restrictive and pro- 
those who on brood views wished hibitory duties bad exercised on 
to extend the principles of liberty, the commercial policy of other 
should desire all that could contri- states, inducing them to exclude 
bute to the welfare of England— the staple articles of British pro- 
41 As long as England remains duoeby high protecting duties, and 
preeminent on the ocean of human toresist all proposals for a mitigation 
affairs, there are none; be they ever of their tariff until we should com- 
so unfortunate, none, be their con* sent to a relaxation of our own. 
dition ever so desperate or forlorn, This was the effect produced by 
who do not turn with a look of our commercial poliey upon that of 
hope to the light that beams from Germany, France, Belgium, Swe- 
bence. They may he beyond the den, Russia, Mexico, and the 
reach of our power ; still our mo- United States. Foreign countries 
ral sympathy and our influence can listened with polite incredulity to 
support them under their reverses, our representations, and pointed 
Vol. LXXXIII. [I] 
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from our theories to our practice. 

Lord John Russell made a short 
speech in reply, and the House 
then divided on his motion, that 
the Speaker do leave the chair, 
which was negatived by a majority 
of 36— there being for the motion 
281 ; against it 317. 

Lord John Russell next moved 
pro form d the resolution of which 
he had given notice as an amend- 
ment to Viscount Sandon’s, but it 
was negatived without a division, 
and that of Viscount Sandon being 
carried, the House adjourned at a 
very late hour. 

The expectations to which so 
serious and decided a defeat of the 
Government gave rise naturally 
produced a considerable excitement 
and gave rise to many rumours, 
which caused the House of Com- 
mons and all the avenues to it to be 
exceedingly crowded the next day, 
it being sopposed that Lord John 
Russell would make a statement 
of the course which the Govern- 
ment intended to pursue. Great 
therefore was the surprise of all 
present when the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer rising in hi s place, 
with as much tranquillity of man- 
ner as if nothing had occurred out 
of the ordinary course of business, 
gave notice that on the Monday 
following in a Committee of Ways 
and Means he should move the 
usual annual sugar duties . 

Expectation was still alive, and 
attention was fixed on the minis- 
terial leader, when Lord John Rus- 
sell rose and simply moved that the 
House at its rising should adjourn 
to the Monday following. 

The Earl of Darlington then, 
with much energy said, that he 
had been relieved of all suspense 
a* to the intentions of the Govern - 
meat; “it was plain that they meant 
to stay In office— with a tenacity 


— he must be allowed to say— on* 
paralleled in the history of govern- 
ments, and with the deliberate 
decision of the House of Commons 
unequivocally declared against 
them (cheer* and cries of order) 
he demanded to know, “ when did 
Lord John Ruasell intend to bring 
on the question of the Corn-laws P 

Lord John Russell-— “on Friday, 
the 4th of June.” 

The House then adjourned. 

The design of the WhigMinistry 
was now obvious. To pass over in 
silence their recent defeat on the 
Sugar-duties— and having got the 
necessary supplies, to bnng on s 
discussion on the Com- laws, and 
dissolve. Parliament while the free- 
trade agitation was at flood. The 
note of preparation for a general 
election was accordingly at once 
sounded throughout the country, 
and the work of canvassing speed- 
ily commenced. But the morions 
of the Government were keenly 
watched by opponents who were 
not disposed to let them so easily 
evade the consequences of their 
reoent defeat. Intent on following 
up his victory at the earliest mo- 
ment, Sir Robert Peel on the first 
day on which the House met after 
its temporary adjournment startled 
the Treasury Bench by giving no- 
tice that he should move on the 
ensuing Thursday (the 27th May) 
a resolution to the following effect. 

“ That her majesty’s Ministers 
do not sufficiently possess the con- 
fidence of the House of Commons 
to enable them to carry through the 
House measures which they deem 
of essential importance to the pub- 
lic welfare ; and that their con* 
ti nuance in office under such cir- 
cumstances is at variance with the 
spirit of the constitution.” 

After this announcement had 
been made, causing enthusiastic 
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an cheering from the Conservative don's resolutions which went on 

ffl*» benches, a question was put by the grounds of humanity. Every 

lci» Mr. Walter relative to the in ten- one knew that this was a mere pre- 

tion of Government as to the Poor- text, and it had taken in no one 

*9 h»w Act Amendment Bill, to except Dr. Lushington. He then 

<>? /r which Lord John Russell answered, took occasion to correct some mis- 

irtaJ that it was not his intention to representation of his former speech 

tsit proceed with that bill this session, on the sugar question. And after 

i k* Considerable sensation was excited a few words from Mr. Wakley, 

A:t by this announcement. He after- who disavowing all regard to the 

wards said, that he did not think distinctions of Whig and Tory, 

f d it practicable in the present state promised to give his support to Sir 

}jar of public business to carry the Bill, Robert Peel, if he would prumise 

sofa; and he feared that many motions larger concessions to the people 

i it and speeches would be made upon than the Whigs, the Chancellor 

it with a view to the hustings of the Exchequer's resolution was 

oes alone ; hut he desired to be un- agreed to. 

,n* deratood as having in no degree In the House of Lords at the 

t ieb changed his opinion upon the prin- same time some animated discus- 

i l ciple of the measure. sions upon the Corn-laws, though 

i & The Chancellor of the Exchequer merely desultory, and arising upon 

ii$ then moved, pursuant to notice, the presentation of petitions, served 

up the usual resolution for continuing to keep up the public excitement 

the annual Sugar-duties. The on that subject, while public meet- 

00 motion found an unexpected se- ings in all parts of the kingdom, at 

oonder in Sir Robert Peel, who which the partisans of free -trade 

quoting the commencement of Vis- and protection respectively stirred 

count Sandon's resolution against up the feelings of their several ad- 

{ $ the admission of foreign sugar, herents, gave note of the contest 

la# observed that after concurring in that was approaching. The news- 

$ t that, he could have no intention papers began to be filled with de- 

j*js to refnse the duties on the free- tails of arrangements for the ex- 

$$ labour sugar of our own colonies, pected elections, and announcement 

and should therefore offer no re- of candidates for the various con- 

^ ristanoe to the present proposal, stituencies. Such was the highly- 

He did not desire to stop the sup- wrought state of the public mind 

^ plies; bring of opinion that the at the time when the resolution of 

question at issue between the Min- Sir Robert Peel, which was to de- 

isters and the Opposition might he ride finally whether the Ministers 

more conveniently tried upon a retained a majority in the House 

motion of want of confidence. of Commons, came on for discus- 
After some strong observations sion. The debate, however, to 

> upon Sir Robert Peel's policy by which it gave rise, and the con- 

■ : f Sir de Lacy Evans and Mr. Hume, sequences which ensued upon it, 

0 Lord John Russell observed that must find a place in the following 

Sir Robert Peel did right in not chapter, 

rending that part of Viscount San- 
's 
* 

CI 23 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Debate on Sir R. Peels Resolution of Want of Confidence in the 
Government — His Speech in introducing it — Citation of historical 
Precedents — Distinction drawn between the present case and that of 
Mr. Pitt, in 1784 — Speeches of Mr. Christopher , Sir James Gra • 
ham. Sir William Follett, Mr. Serjeant Jackson , and Lord Stanley, 
in support of the Resolution — Speeches of Lord Worsley, Sir J. 
Hobhouse , Mr. Macaulay, Dr. Luskington, Mr. Handley, Mr. 
O' Connell, Viscount Morpeth, and Lord John Russell , in defenet of 
the Government — Div ision and Majority of one in favour of the 
Motion — Lord John Russell states the course determined on by the 
Ministers — He declares their intention to dissolve Parliament at 
once , without a discussion on the Com Laws — His proposal respect* 
ing the Estimates— Speech of Sir R. Peel— He demands a pledge 
that the new Parliament shall be convoked at the earliest period^ 
Lord John Russell undertakes to this effect— Speeches of Mr. Wak - 
ley , Mr. ViUiers , Mr. Labouchere, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Mr. Harries , and Mr. Goulburn — The Estimates are voted wilhtmt 
opposition — Subsequent proceedings in the House of Commons— Pre- 
parations for the Elections — A large number of Rills in progress 
are abandoned: some others carried — Administration of justice in 
Chancery Bill— Sir E. Sugden proposes to postpone its operation HU 
the 10 th of October— Object of this Motion — Lord John RusseU 
strongly opposes it — It is supported by Sir Robert Peel, and carried by 
a majority of IS— Lord John Russell throws up the Bill — Remarrs 
of Sir D. Evans on the conduct o f the Opposition — Speech of Lord 
Stanley — Observations of Sir Robert Peel on the transaction — 
Parliament prorogued by the Queen in person , on the 22 nd of June 
~~ Address of the Speaker to Her Majesty— The Queen's Speech- 
Proclamation issued for the Dissolution of Parliament— Review of the 
Session— General Remarks. 

S IR ROBERT PEEL intro- measures which they deemed {in- 
duced hit resolution of want portant to the public welfare, and 
of confidence in the Government, after the Chancellor of the Ex- 
with a speech of great length, and chequer's notice, unaccompanied by 
marked by his usual ability. He any explanation, that it was still 
commenced by saying, that after his intention to proceed with the 
the repeated defeats of the Govern- public business, he felt it was fo- 
ment, indicative of a withdrawal cumbent upon him to bring the 
uf the confidence of the House, and question thus at once to issue, and 
of their inability to give effect to instead of doing so by any side. 
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blow, such as stopping the sup- 
plies, or obstructing some impor- 
tant bill, be preferred settling the 
controversy in this open and direct 
manner. His resolution affirmed 
two propositions— the first of which 
was, that the Ministers did not 
sufficiently possess the confidence 
of the House to enable them to 
Wry measures which they deemed 
of emential importance to the pub- 
lic welfare. Was it necessary for 
him> looking at the whole con- 
tinuous course of their legislation, 
to adduce detailed proof of that 
proposition ? If this were incon- 
trovertible, then the second propo- 
sition would necessarily follow, 
that their continuance in office was 
at variance with the spirit of the 
constitution, such as it had been 
ever since the accession of the 
House of Hanover. In affirmance 
of bis view he could cite the au- 
thority of every important writer, 
and the practical course of every 
Administration* He began with 
Sir Robert Walpole. That minis- 
ter had held office for a period of 
twenty-five years. A motion was 
made by Mr. Pulteney, which im- 
plied a withdrawal of the confi- 
dence of the House. This was de- 
feated by a majority of 3. But 
subsequently Sir R. Walpole, find- 
ing himself in a minority upon the 
Chippenham election, notwith- 
standing the slight majority on the 
question of confidence, relinquished 
office. In the year 1782, Lord 
North, after he had defeated two 
tesolutions of want of confidence, 
though by but small majorities, 
yielded to what he felt to be the 
sense of the House of Commons, 
cud resigned. In the year 1804, 
Lord Sidmouth, finding his majo- 
rity reduced to 37, thought it his 
duQr to retire. In 1812, a ma- 
jority of four upon the motion of 


Mr. Stuart Wortley was decisive of 
the fate of Lord Liverpool's Ad- 
ministration. The next Adminis- 
tration which yielded to the force 
of public opinion, was that of the 
duke of Wellington in 1830. Be- 
ing defeated by a combination of 
parties entertaining opposite opin- 
ions, on a motion to refer the Civil 
List to a select committee, that 
Ministry retired from office. The 
last case was that of his own Ad- 
ministration, in 1835. The first 
time that he found a positive 
obstruction presented to any act 
of legislation, he had felt it his 
duty to resign. For some time 
previous to his retirement, Lord 
John Russell was day by day re- 
ferring to what he called “ the old 
constitutional doctrine," that the 
Government ought to possess the 
confidence of the House of Com- 
mons, and as soon as he carried a 
resolution , that no adjustment of 
the Irish Tithe question could he 
satisfactory, except the one he ad- 
vocated, he (Sir R. Peel) gave up 
the reins of power. 

In his enumeration of prece- 
dents he had omitted one, that of 
Mr. Pitt, in 1784. As this case 
was relied upon by the Whig 
party, as affording a justification 
of their course. Sir Robert Peel en- 
tered into a minute recapitulation 
of all the circumstances connected 
with the transaction. He pointed 
out the distinction, that in Mr. 
Pitt's case the resolutions, repeat- 
edly carried, by which the House 
of Commons disaffirmed their con- 
fidence in the Ministry, were pre- 
vious to any one act of his Govern- 
ment being submitted to the House 
of Commons. After stating the 
facts, he thus deduced the infer- 
ence: 

“ The objection, then, to the 
continuance of Mr. Pitt in office. 
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was not that the confidence of the so much excitement, the Ministers w n 
House of Commons had been with- finally abandoned. The next was j ■ a» i 

held from the measures he pro- the Jamaica Bill, on which these I to 

duccd : there were surmises, there Ministers themselves expressed a 

were allegations, that Mr. Pitt strong practical opinion of the un* 

owed his power to the exercise of fitness of retaining office without TO 

undue influence — that the king’s the confidence of the House. He -tat 

name had been made use of for referred to the language of Vis- afa. 

the purpose of influencing elec- count Melbourne on this subject ia* 

tions. Resolutions were affirmed The third case was the recent sracj 

implying objections, not to the acts Budget. After the importance 

of his Government, but to the attached to that measure — after tba n 

principle on which it was consti- the ministerial declaration that it x & 

tuted ; and the battle which Mr. was to be considered as a whole— <?q 

Pitt was then fighting was not in was it becoming in the Chancellor ^ bi- 

opposition to the principle that a of the Exchequer to move, with- klj 

Minister ought to have the confi- out a word of explanation, the 

dence of the House of Commons renewal of the usual Sugar-duties? 0 

for the purpose of carrying on the Was this for the credit of the V : | 

Government, but Mr. Pitt con- House of Commons? It might E ^ 

tended that Mr. Fox, having a appear, that the strength of the U^l 

majority in the House of Com- Crown's prerogative would support it % ^ 

mons, was attempting to control the Ministers against the House of ^ 

the constitutional prerogative of Commons; but this was a super- ^ 

the Crown ; and, without reference ficial view. The interests of the 

to attempts at legislation, without House of Commons and of the 

reference to public acts of the Crown were identical ; and you ; ^ 

Government, was denouncing that could not intrench upon the one k f u 

Administration, and implying be- without injuring the other. They 

forehand the want of confidence might perhaps say, with Mr. Pitt, 

in it. Is the present, I ask, a that if they had not the confidence %sj 

case at all analogous? Am I ob- of the House, they bad the oonfi- | 
structing the course of a Govern- dence of the country ; but it hsd ^ 
ment at its first formation? am I been well said by Mr. Fox, that 
depriving it of the opportunity of the sense of the country could only % 
submitting its measures to the con- be constitutionally evidenced by 
sideration of Parliament?” the votes of its representatives. 

He then quoted the opinions of So far, however, as any proof was ^ 

a series of high constitutional afforded by popular elections, of ^ 

authorities upon the point, reading those which had recently occulted *, s 

passages from Mr. Burke and Mr. a large majority had gone against ^ 

Fox, and from the writings of the Government. It was pleaded ^ 

Lord John Russell himself. He that they intended to appeal to the ^ 

would refer to three events in the people : in answer to this allege- ^ 

history of the present Administra- tion he thus expressed himself: ^ 

tion, which peculiarly illustrated vr I know nothing whatever up- 
the evil of attempting to govern on that subject : as a Member of ^ 

without possessing the confidence the House of Commons 1 can have 

of the House. The first was the no evidence of the intention of the 

Appropriation Clause, which, after Crown, I know you hftve the 
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power at any time of dissolving ; 
I know that you can choose the 
most favourable time for dissolving: 
no doubt that is the prerogative of 
the Crown — a prerogative of a deli- 
cate nature, with which it is diffi- 
cult for the House of Commons to 
interfere. But I shall have no 
additional confidence in you, if, 
after exciting the public mind up- 
on such a subject as that of the 
subsistence of the people, you in- 
tend to take that opportunity of 
dissolving Parliament and appeal- 
ing to the people on that question. 
I Irmly believe that you are not 
advancing, by that course, the in- 
terests of the Monarchy of which 
you are the advisers.” 

He pointed out the inconsistency 
of abandoning the Poor-law Bill 
on the ground that it would lead 
to protracted discussion without 
any result, and to speeches made 
for the hustings rather than for 
the House, whue they persevered 
in announcing a discussion upon 
the Corn-laws, which must be 
equally without result and still 
more conducive to agitation. He 
believed that their weakness was 
the main cause of all their embar- 
rassments. The Post-office reve- 
nue had been given up to con- 
ciliate those of their friends who 
had shown a disposition to secede 
on the Jamaica question, and he 
believed it to be the same sense of 
weakness which had suggested the 
new schemes for the removal of 
protection upon sugar and timber. 
He briefly indicated his doubts as 
to the policy which had recently 
governed our foreign relations, 
especially as to China and France, 
but repeated his reliance upon con- 
stitutional principle as tne main 
ground of nis motion. He had 
been asked to bid against the 
Government for popular favour. 


He would do no such thing. He 
had on various former occasions 
expressed bis opinions upon all the 
great constitutional questions of 
the day — upon ballot, extension of 
suffrage, duration of parliament, 
&c. ; but he would not now pre- 
maturely throw out opinions upon 
temporal questions of finance. To 
show that his conduct had been 
uninfluenced by party-spirit, he 
referred to the support which he 
had repeatedly lent to rescue the 
Ministers from impending defeat, 
and to instances in which he had 
differed from many of his own 
friends, whom he was proud to see 
still retaining their confidence in 
him ; especially to the question of 
parliamentary privilege. In con- 
clusion he said, that the present 
House of Commons had been elect- 
ed under a new constitution, of 
which Lord John Russell was the 
author, and under the auspices of 
his Government. If it had upheld 
the Ministry, they would have 
insisted on the reverence due to 
it ; now that it declined to sanc- 
tion their policy, it was equally 
their duty to respect its decision. 

The debate which ensued lasted 
for five nights, being interrupted 
by the intervention of the Whit- 
sun holidays after the second night 
of the debate. A great number 
of speeches were delivered on both 
sides, but, speaking generally, the 
character of the discussion was by 
no means of a high order for ability 
or eloquence. A summary of the 
arguments of a few of the princi- 
pal speakers will furnish a sufficient 
sample of all that is really worth 
preserving in the debate. The 
nearly balanced state of parties 
caused additional interest to be felt 
as to the course which might be 
taken on this occasion by those 
Members whose strong attachment 
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to the interests of agriculture on 
the one hand, and their accustomed 
support of Whig policy on the 
other, seemed to place them in an 
embarrassing dilemma, when called 
upon to pronounce an opinion on 
the confidence due to a Ministry, 
which threatened an inroad upon 
those laws which they, in«common 
with many others, regarded as 
essential to the protection of the 
farmer. This was the situation of 
Lord Worsley, one of the Members 
for Lincolnshire, and a warm ad- 
vocate of the agricultural interest. 
His views, however, were not long 
left in doubt. He rose next after 
Sir Robert Peel, and in a few 
words declared his resolution to 
oppose him on the question. Al- 
though he had voted against Minis- 
ters in the late division, he would 
lend his aid on the present occa- 
sion to keep them in office ; but he 
should not support their proposal 
respecting the Corn-laws. Ap- 
proving their general policy, he 
thought himself guilty of no in- 
consistency in the course he was 
now taking. 

Mr. Christopher, the colleague 
of Lord Worsley, expressed his 
astonishment at the speech of 
that noble Lord, who, at the 
late important meeting of his 
constituents, had distinctly de- 
clared, that as the Government 
were endeavouring to overthrow 
the agricultural interests, he was 
prepared to assist in the overthrow 
of the Government. Lord Wors- 
ley's only qualification of that 
statement had been, that he would 
not go the length of supporting 
Sir Robert Peel on his expected 
succession to office. Bui not a 
man had left the Lincolnshire 
meeting* without a full conviction 
that it was Lord Wordey’s inten- 
tion to assist iu the removal of the 


present Government Yet nowLord 
Worsley was the man to volunteer 
his services in favour of the Anti- 
Corn-law administration. 

Sir J. Hobhouse, after attempt- | 
ing to vindicate Lord Wonley's 
consistency, recapitulated the mea- 
sures which, in spite of the late 
Kings aversion, and the opposition 
of the House of Lords, the Minis- 
ters had succeeded in carrying. 
These were the English and Scotch 
Municipal Reforms, the Registh- 
ttation of Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages ; the Irish Tithe ; the 
Rural Police; the Reduction of the 
Postage ; the Irish Municipal Re- 
form ; the Ecclesiastical Duties and 
Revenues Bill ; and the Union of 
the Cunadas. During foe same 
period, they had conducted the 
foreign affairs of the oountry in a 
manner which had acquired the 
highest honour throughout Eu- 
rope to his noble friend. Viscount 
Palmerston. They had, therefore, 
until the present month, been ac- 
tually able to carry their measures. 

It was true, that Sir R. Walpole j 
had finally yielded to the House 
of Commons; but when he was 
gone, it was felt that his conduct ' 
had been in the spirit of the con- 
stitution. Sir R. Walpole, how- 
ever, had before been beaten on 
his great financial measure of the 
Excise, and yet had not then re* 
signed. Undoubtedly it was true, 
that a Government ought not to 
hold office against the House of 
Commons; such a Government was 
no Government at all. Mr. Pitt 
had been defeated eleven times; 
yet he had persevered, and ap- 
pealed to the country. It was 
said that the Government knew 
they could not carry the repeal of 
the Corn-laws. The mine thing 
was formerly said of the laws 
against the Roman Catholic*; yet 
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those laws had been repealed. 
Perhaps the day would come when 
those who had repealed the laws 
against the Roman Catholics would 
repeal also the laws against the 
Importation of Corn. Gentlemen 
complained of Government for cre- 
ating agitation on the Corn ques- 
tion. If the question created agi- 
tation, the blame was not with the 
Government. Sir Robert Peel 
/bond fault with Ministers for their 
Budget f but he did not state what 
he would do himself. Sir J. Hob- 
house then observed upon the di- 
versities of opinion which had for- 
merly prevailed, between the united 
forces opposite to him, upon various 
questions, such as Catholic Relief, 
and Parliamentary Reform. Their 
leader’s public life, too, had been 
such as had not obtained for him 
the confidence of the people. He 
bad generally resisted improve- 
ments at first, and subsequently, 
hat too late, had yielded to neces- 
sity. There was no prospect that 
any chafge advantageous to the 
oountiy could be wrought from the 
existing materials. He was satis- 
fied that the present Ministers had 
done their duty in propounding 
their recent measures ; and that ere 
long, whatever the fate of those 
Ministers might he, their measures 
would be the law of the land. 

The next speech which deserves 
particular notice was that of Mr. 
Macaulay, who joined issue with 
Sir Robert Peel on the constitu- 
tional doctrines which he had laid 
down. He observed, that the right 
honourable Baronet had now de- 
parted from his usual cautious re- 
serve, which generally made him 
avoid the enunciation of any gene- 
ral principles. He had now laid 
down a general proposition, but it 
seemed to him (Mr. Macaulay) 
Tory indiscreet formally to pro- 


nounce upon the spirit of the con- 
stitution. It must be evident that* 
if the assertion that this or that 
course was inconsistent with the 
spirit of the constitution were 
placed on record in the journals of 
that House, and the principle 
should prove fallacious, the House 
might nevertheless consider them- 
selves bound to act in conformity 
with their recorded opinion, and 
the greatest inconvenience might 
ensue ; for it could not but detract 
from the character of that House, 
if, on after-consideration, they felt 
called upon to declare that which 
they had pronounced to be the 
spirit of the constitution null and 
void. Indeed Sir Robert Peel's 
principle might be reduced ad 
absuraum , by showing that what 
he pronounced contrary to the 
spirit of the constitution might be 
inevitable. 

There were 658 Members in 
that House; what security was 
there in the constitution of this 
country against a state of things 
in which 820 members of that 
House might be found strong and 
zealous Tories 5 and, on the other 
hand, 320 equally strong and zea- 
lous Whigs? Between these two 
great parties, it might be supposed 
perhaps that seventeen or eighteen 
could he found adverse to the 
strong opinions entertained on 
either side of the House, and equally 
inclined to interpose obstacles to 
any measure originating with either 

K . Under these circumstances, 
sould the Government be car* 
ried on ? The case supposed was 
neither impossible nor improbable ; 
it had actually occurred : Govern- 
ment and the opposite party in the 
House each entertained in Irish 
affairs a policy diametrically con- 
trary, ana had each proposed to 
give effect to their policy in a bill j 
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while a small section of the House passing of the Reform Act ; but 
had voted alternately against each that measure had effected a con- 
proposition and defeated it He siderable change, for since that 
thought that Sir Robert Peel con- measure defeats of a Government 
founded two very different kinds had become matters more fro- 
of confidence which might be want- quently to be expected. If, thaw- 
ing. Mr. Macaulay’s principle was fore, this abstract resolution should 
this : he held that it was the first pass, and Sir Robert Peel succeed 
business of a Minister of the Crown to power, there would be few 
to administer the existing laws ; months of the year in which he 
and if the House of Commons did would not be disagreeably re- 
not confide in the mode in which minded of his own precedent, 
he did so, there remained but one Now as to the second part of the 
constitutional alternative — either question. He thought that, up to 
to retire from office or dissolve the this time, the Ministers had been 
Parliament. But he denied that justified in retaining office. He 
that want of confidence which pre- would not dwell on foreign af- 
vented a Minister from carrying fairs, but at least he might say, 
new measures, or measures for the their foreign policy had not been 
alteration of existing laws, could that of a weak Government. At 
be regarded in the same light, home there had been alarming dis- 
With the exception of the Reform turbances, and the Government had 
Bill, there never, perhaps, was a suppressed them, without any new 
measure of greater importance legislation, by the old constitu- 
brought into parliament than Vis- tional law. Another difficulty had 
count Sunderland’s Peerage Bill— been in the Administration of Ire- 
a hill which was recommended by land j and on this head the Go- 
George 1st, which passed the House vernment, but two years ago, ro- 
of Lords, but which was rejected ceived a direct vote of approbation 
in the Commons by an immense from the House of Commons. He 
majority. Did the ministry re- admitted, however, that a crisis 
sign ? No : nor did any one at- had now arrived. A deficiency 
tempt to say that, in not resigning, had occurred, which must be sup- 
they had acted unconstitutionally plied ; and the question raised by 
When, in 1786, Mr. Pitt was Ministers was, whether the House 
beaten upon a resolution which he would supply it by burdening or 
proposed, to the effect that the relieving the country. He cer- 
fortiication of certain dockyards tainly thought that Ministers were 
was an object of essential import- bound to stand or fall by the prin- 
ance to the safety of this country, ciple they had advanced. The 
what did he say? Why, that he humanity cry had wholly failed} 
submitted to the defeat as the de- the people’s minds were so far de- 
cision of the House. Mr. Tierney abused ; and he considered it the 
and Mr. Ponsonby did not think duty of her Majesty's servants to 
of calling upon the Government to retain their power until the people s 
resign when defeated upon the genuine sentiments could be ascer- 
question of a property-tax— a larger tained. 

financial measure than that re- Viscount Morpeth admitted the 
fating to the sugar question. moderation of Sir Robert Peel's 

These' were instances before the speech, and regarded the resold 
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lion not as being factious, but only 
illogical and historically incorrect. 
It was a squib, to divert the Tories 
from more dangerous sport — a se- 
dative to cool their blood. It might 
be that the present Ministers were 
wrong in not resigning, after seve- 
ral defeats in a space of six years, 
and that Sir Robert Peel was right 
in not resigning, after a nearly 
equal number of defeats in a space 
of three months, unbroken by any 
success, except on the malt duties, 
on which the Whigs had supported 
him. It must, however, be ac- 
knowledged that, since the defeat 
oo the Sugar-duties, the Ministers 
had no longer a position enabling 
them to carry their measures in 
the House of Commons. Were 
they, therefore, bound to resign in 
the next hour? Mr. Pitt, under 
circumstances generally similar, had 
not resigned, and Sir 11. Walpole's 
resignation had not arisen from any 
parliamentary defeat. It could 
make no difference, upon the strict 
constitutional view, whether the 
Parliament were chosen under the 
same or another minister, for no 
influence whatever of ministers 
was recognised by the constitution ; 
and he did not think it repugnant 
to constitutional principles that the 
ministry should appeal from Par- 
liament, though called under its 
auspices to the general sense of the 
country; especially on measures 
which there was reason to believe 
would be gladly and warmly re- 
ceived by the constituent body. 
Sir Robert Peel had twice lectured 
the House against agitation, but his 
(Viscount Morpeth's) opinion was, 
that the country was safest when 
those whose position made them 
the fittest leaders of the popular 
cause were willing to put tnem- 
sehes at its head, and guide the 
agitation in the least dangerous 


channel. The Government had 
now proposed important measures, 
which Parliament gave evident 
signs of disapproving; surely it 
was competent to them then to 
make the regular constitutional 
appeal to the people. If they 
should find themselves in a mi- 
nority after the new elections, then 
undoubtedly it would be culpable 
in them to attempt the retention 
of office any longer. It was said, 
that no intimation of intention to 
dissolve Parliament had immedi- 
ately followed the late defeat j but 
the notice of the annual Sugar- 
duties, and the abandonment of 
the Poor-law measure, were plain 
tokens of such a design. To nave 
spoken more plainly at first might 
have seemed to savour too much of 
menace. The purport of those 
resolutions was obviously to nega- 
tive the confidence of the House in 
the present Ministry. A defi- 
ciency had taken place in the 
public revenue, and instead of tem- 
porary makeshifts or fresh bur- 
dens, they had proposed measures 
tending at once to recruit the cof- 
fers and extend the commerce of 
the country. The Opposition had 
produced no counter-plan. They 
would allow no importation of 
foreign sugar, they would effect 
no change in the Timber -duties, 
till they had intelligence from 
Canada, and they would make the 
sliding-scale of Corn-duties per- 
petual— 

“ L&bitur et labetur in omne volubilis 
hi rum.” 

The noble Viscount then proceeded 
to pass an culogium upon the Ad- 
ministration of several of his col- 
leagues, individually applauding 
in succession the labours of Lord 
John Russell, Viscount Palmers- 
ton, the Marquess of Normanby, 
and the Irish department. Power 
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might pass from their hands; he 
hoped it might prosper in the 
bands of their successors $ but at 
all erents the Ministers, he thought, 
had done their duty. 

Sir J. Graham began by ob- 
serving, that power had already 
passed from the hands of the Mi- 
nisters; the successful adminis- 
tration for which Viscount Mor- 
peth had taken credit was really 
the work of the Opposition. As to 
the colonial prosperity, it had really 
been owing to the Conservatives, 
who had saved Jamaica and the 
Canadas. The results of the foreign 
policy, too, had been rather pre- 
maturely extolled, particularly with 
reference to China, where success 
would be unattended with glory, 
and failure would be the heaviest 
of misfortunes. In all the cases in 
which the Government had been 
successful in this Parliament, they 
had so succeeded by the support of 
their opponents, who in truth had 
been the authors of many of those 
measures. He excepted the change 
in the Post-office, against which 
the Postmaster-general had pro- 
phetically warned his colleagues, 
and of that measure he now very 
frankly wished them joy. Their 
Church-rate measure they had 
abandoned ; their measure of edu- 
cation without religion they had 
abandoned; their measure respect- 
ing Irish railways they had aban- 
doned ; the same fate had attended 
their several Irish Registration 
Bills, their severalBills of Bagistra- 
tkm for Scotland, and their bill for 
the Reform of Ecclesiastical Courts 
in England. Now as to the Poor- 
law, tne settlement of which they 
had delayed in former sessions. In 
the present year a bill, the late 
fruit of the deliberations of Go- 
vernment, had been at length pro- 
duced, and it might have beet) 


expected that such a hill would 
include all the mitigations which 
experience had warranted. On 
the contrary, it appeared to hare 
been framed upon the principle of 
asking for all the seventy possible. 
But had the Government shown 
power to effectuate that severity? 
On the contrary, they had been 
defeated in, or frightened out of 
almost every position they bod 
taken, and now the noble Viscount 
had availed himself of the pec* 
plexed state of public business to 
abandon the measure altogether, 
Such were the results produced, 
partly by the neglect, partly by 
the impotence of Government. Sir 
James Graham then proceeded to 
expose the inconsistencies of Lord 
Worsley's speeches and votes. An- 
other member, Mr. Handley, had 

E rofeaBed that, so far as in bin 
ty, the question of the Com-lawi 
should never be brought forward 
as a Government question. The 
Government had avowed that they 
had deferred the dissolution UQ 
they could so bring the Cora ques- 
tion forward; and now it would 
be seen whether Mr. .Handley 
would support them, and, if he 
should do so, whether Lincoln^ 
shire would be able to understand 
Ms distinctions. Whatever might 
be the result of the present motion) 
it would have had this good effect 
that it would decide or accelerate 
a dissolution, which before seemed 
exceedingly remote and uncertain. 
Even now, however, the period of 
that dissolution, which formed the 
only excuse of the Government for 
retaining office, was not very 
clearly fixed. Even now he saw 
no security, without this vote, that 
the Ministers might not wind up 
the session, and prorogue without 
dissolving Parliament That in* 
deed was the course openly woo®* 


j«U 

j mb 
I lake, 

kh 

wtot 

Ife 

naa 
i k 

k! 

eala 

*jn 

kiti 

* 

tkrtj 

kbfcj 

*#j| 

•thi 

Ni 

l! 

* 


% 

% 

* 

S 

S 

* 

s 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


[125 


mended last night by Mr. Hob- 
house, the near relation of aCabinet 
^ » Minister, who probably possessed 
di* that Minister’s confidence. In an- 
p®* iwer to those Whigs who relied on 
Mr. Rtt’s precedent, he cited the 
severe censures passed upon the 
conduct of that minister by Mr. 
bis Fox. The ministerial party had 
jai * demanded to know how the oppo- 
ik ? 1 ritfca proposed to proceed. Now 
efts he did not much value the skill 
'ik f #lth which the Ministers played 
fisat their game, though he admired the 
ilf* sleight of hand with which they 
pflb Auffled the cards ; but at all 
pit events they had no right to look 
into their adversaries' hands. Sir 
c»* : J. Graham, in conclusion, ani- 

isi madverted with much severity on 
& * the inflammatory declarations made 

in former debates by Lord John 
,iii Russell and Viscount Morpeth, and 
likened their tactics of agitation to 
& the ancient stratagem of turning 
t i out 300 foxes with torches fastened 

js* to their tails. He concluded with 
ita » tm animated philippick against the 
general character of the Ministry. 
ti» Dr. Lushington, though he 
'isk mMied to he understood as re- 

|,D affirming all he had said in the 

& debate on the Sugar-duties, yet 

declared himself resolved to sup- 
'll port the Ministers on this occasion, 
w common with Mr. Bynu, Mr. 
Denison, and other old Whigs. 

10 He denied the applicability of some 

i# °f the precedents which had been 

00 cited against tbe Ministers, and 

# relied on that of Mr. Pitt. He 

was not of opinion that Members 
^ disapproving a particular measure 

0 of this Ministry, were bound to 
,0 wrist in bringing in a Ministry 
whose general policy they wholly 

disapproved. If the Opposition 

p should obtain power, he should 

jjf ieok with especial anxiety to the 
0 Ctaagement of Ireland, to tbe in- 


terrupted relations of our friend-* 
ship with France, — to the question 
of general education, — to tbe cir- 
cumstances of the population in 
our colonies. He deprecated strong 
language in discussion, and re- 
gained the present crisis as one 
peculiarly requiring calmness of 
consideration. He adverted to the 
existing distress of the manufac- 
turing districts, and observed that 
no plan but that of the Ministers 
had been suggested for its rdief* 
This would probably be his last 
address to the House (the late Ad- 
miralty Bill having excluded tbe 
Admiralty judge from a seat in 
the House of Commons), but he 
should quit that assembly adhering 
to his party principles, and leav- 
ing, among many political oppo- 
nents, not one, he trusted, who 
was a personal enemy. 

Sir W. Follett asked, why Dr. 
Lushington, in citing the names of 
the old Whigs who adhered to the 
Ministry, had not vouched that of 
Earl Grey ; was it not that the 
noble Earl, the head of the party, 
condemned the conduct of that 
Ministry ? He admitted that the 
Ministers had a right to dissolve ; 
hut not a right to remain in office 
without dissolving, in order to 
moot a question upon the food of 
the people, which they admitted 
that they had no expectation of 
carrying, but which they stirred 
for the mere purpose or excite-? 
ment. It was precisely to avoid 
such excitement that the Ministers 
had thrown aside the Poor-law 
Amendment Bill ; but then tbe 
Poor-law excitement would have 
been injurious to their party in- 
terests, which, on tbe contrary, 
they thought tbe Corn-law excite- 
ment would promote. He con- 
demned the democratical language 
employed by Mr. Macaulay, aa 
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tending to array one class of so- 
ciety against another. The people, 
he believed, would not willingly 
lend themselves to such an agita- 
tion for the purpose of keeping the 
Ministers in place. Those Ministers 
had never been able, since their 
Jamaica Bill of 1889, to carry any 
legislative measure without the 
concurrence of the Opposition. The 
precedents relied on bad no bear- 
ing upon a Ministry which lay 
under a continued and permanent 
inability to carry any legislative 
measure whatever. There might 
be extreme cases, in which a Mi- 
nister might retain office for a 
while against a majority of the 
House c? Commons; but such a 
struggle could not be protracted 
long without serious danger to the 
Crown, and it must be a struggle 
for a great principle. But what 
was the great principle upon which 
those Ministers had been remaining 
for the last two years in office? 
Certainly not the repeal of theCorft- 
laws and other protections, for of 
this the country had never heard 
till a month ago. Sir Robert Peel, 
when in office, though he had with 
him the Crown, a great majority of 
the House of Lords, and a power- 
ful party in the House of Com- 
mons, yet tendered his resigna- 
tion on the first check which he en- 
countered on a legislative measure. 
The Whigs themselves, too, had 
resigned upon the Jamaica Bill; 
whether they were justified in im- 
mediately resuming office he would 
not now inquire, but if that step 
were justifiable as an experiment, 
at all events its results had most 
signally failed. Then came their 
concession on the Ballot, which up 
to that time they had so earnestly 
opposed ; but they had become 
weaker, and so gave way. Vis- 
count Melbourne, the head of the 


Government, hAd declared last 
June, that none but a madman 
would attempt a certain specified 
change in the Corn-laws, yet that 
very change Viscount Melbourne! 
government now proposed to make. 
Viscount Melbourne bad said, it 
could not be made without stirring 
society to its very foundations ; yet 
this stir they were now hasarding, 
confessedly without a hope of car- 
rying their plan or of raising from 
it any income that could meet tbe 
financial deficiency. Such was the 
great public principle on which 
they were retaining office. 

Sir G. Grey contended, that 
whereas Sir Robert Peel had as- 
serted the absolute obligation of 
the Ministers to resign. Sir W. 
Follett had qualified that obliga- 
tion, by admitting their right to 
the alternative of dissolution. He 
could understand the objection to 
such meetings as that at Stroud, 
where Chartists came in aid of 
Conservatives, but not the objec- 
tion to a regular and dignified dis- 
cussion of the Corn-laws in the 
House of Commons, unless on the 
ground that such a discussion might 
be inconvenient to Gentlemen op- 
posite. The question being merely 
whether the dissolution should 
take place before or after a discus- 
sion on the Corn-laws, he believed 
that the public in general would 
expect that a discussion of the 
Corn-law should preoede a dissolu- 
tion. He wished for some com- 
parison between the claims of the 
two parties to power. He wished 
to know what measures the Oppo- 
sition had introduced, to show 
their new love of liberal principles, 
except the Irish Registration Bill 
The House might vote a transfer of 
power from this Government to 
another, but let them beware how 
they thus forfeited the confidence 
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which the representative body 
ought to enjoy from its consti- 
tuents. 

Mr. Handley begged to reply to 
the lecture which Sir James Gra- 
ham had been pleased to read Lord 
Woraley and himself on political 
consistency. He had never said, 
as had been asserted, that, if it 
depended on him, the Corn question 
should never be brought forward 
as a Government measure ; he had 
only said, in denying the assertion, 
made in the newspapers, that he 
approved of the Corn-law measure, 
that if it depended on his vote, 
Mr. Baring would never have an 
opportunity of bringing it forward. 
Mr. Handley then retorted severe- 
ly upon Sir James Graham, quo- 
ting against him the reasons which 
he had given to his constituents in 
1835 for not joining Sir Robert 
Peel’s Ministry. He said that if his 
constituents should reject him (Mr. 
Handley) as bad been intimated, 
he should at least have the satisfac- 
tion to feel that be was discarded 
for being true to his principles, 
while Sir James Graham had been 
turned out of bis seat for Cumber- 
land for being false to bis. With 
reference to the interests of agri- 
culture which had been so much 
alluded to in the debate, Mr. 
Handley avowed that he bad no 
confidence in the protection ex- 
pected from Sir Robert Peel. The 
right honourable Baronet had said 
to the House, “ Look back to my 
speech of last year ; by that I am 
willing to abide.” Now he bad 
listened to that speech with the 
utmost attention ; and be remem- 
bered conferring, after the debate, 
with some friends of his who were 
supporters of the right honourable 
Baronet ; and they had most com. 
pletely concurred in this, that never 
had the right honourable Baronet 


made a speech so full of reserva. 
tions, so interlarded with “ buts,” 
and that there was no word in the 
speech which pledged the right 
honourable Baronet to any thing, 
except the cuckoo-note of “ I feel 
myself called on to express my 
predilection for a sliding-scale 
and then, turning round to the 
ever-ready cheer of his adapting 
friends, the right honourable Bar- 
onet added, “ but as to details, I 
shall reserve to myself the right 
of dealing with them as I think 
fit” Why, a sliding scale was but 
the skeleton of protection, without 
specifying those details which form- 
ed the pith and marrow of the ques- 
tion. He could give the right hon- 
ourable Baronet a sliding scale, if 
he wished it, which would have 
the practical effect of a very low 
fixed duty. He asked whether he 
fixed the pivot of his scale it 70s., 
6Qr. t 50s., 40s., or 30s. a quarter ? 
Where was the vanishing point at 
which the duty was to cease ? He 
called on him to give the House 
some more satisfactory information 
than he had yet done, especially 
as in his speech the other evening 
he had made use of a sentence 
which fell with omnious import on 
the ears of the fanners of Eng- 
land — a The prosperity of manu- 
factures is a greater support than 
any Corn -law/’ The question to 
be answered was simple enough— 
did Sir Robert mean to continue to 
the farmers of England their pre- 
sent protection ? For himself, he 
said, he was not prepared to take 
the bait held out in air Robert Peel’s 
political rat-trap. What did the 
right honourable Baronet intend to 
do with Ireland ? and what would 
he have thought of him (Mr. 
Handley) if be had left his friends 
on such an occasion at this ? He 
could not, however, insist on an 
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answer to ibis last question, for 
that might be painful to some of 
Sir Robert Peel’s present friends. 

The principal Irish Members 
who addressed the House were 
Mr. O'Connell, Mr. Serg. Jackson, 
Colonel Couolly, Mr. Sheil, Sir W. 
Somerville, and Sir D. Roche. 

Mr. O'Connell said, that the 
real question, was, who should 
hold the reins of office? Why 
were they to be transferred to 
other hands } In what past in- 
stance could the Tories affirm that 
they would have excelled the 
Whigs ? Not in their foreign, not 
in their colonial policy ; not in 
their administration of English 
affairs, still less of Irish. The 
present Ministers had assumed no 
uneonstiUitkmai powers, although 
in troubled times. The accession 
of their opponents would hold out 
a gloomy prospect to Ireland. She 
could not hope that the Tories 
would amend the Municipal Bill ; 
or make a just alteration as to the 
property of the Church. The 
tendency of the people to outrage 
would be exasperated by the ap- 
prehension of ad veraejuries, judges, 
and sheriffi, under a new Ministry. 
Sir R. Peel had governed Ireland 
as Secretary some years ago, and 
governed her upon Orange princi- 
ples} he had even gone so for inl814 
as to declare, in his vindication of 
the Orange party, that their only 
fault was the exuberance of their 
loyalty* The judges likely to be 
appointed under Sir R. Peel's Ad- 
ministration would be the exter- 
minators of the peasantry and the 
enemies of toleration. Sir Robert 
Peel could not help taking that 
course, for if he did not support 
bis party, his party would not sup* 
port bun* The Chartists were 
now friendly to the Tories, but 
would soon be rendered hostile and 


violent by disappointment, aid 
tumult would follow. For his 
part and his Mends, he would say, 
that they disdained the base aid of 
that squalid party. The country 
was in distress, yet the Tories re- 
fused cheap bread. They also re- 
fused cheap sugar, having now 
found out that they were enemies 
of slavery, although, like the citi- 
zen in Moliere who had all his life 
been unconsciously speaking prose, 
they had never before suspected 
themselves of such a tendency. 
He protested against a change of 
Government. To support the pre- 
sent Ministry was the only chance 
of giving efficacy to the Reform 

After a few words from Mr. 
Lindsey, Mr. Sergeant Jackson 
rose. He attacked the indevaa- 
cies and misrepresentations of 
which, he said, Mr. O’ConneU's 
speech had been made up. That 
member had boasted of the even- 
handed justice distributed by the 
present Ministry to Ireland. The 
present Ministry professed to dis- 
courage the Repeal agitation, and 
to exdude Repealers irom honours 
and offices. Yet they suffered Mr. 
O’Connell himself, and several 
other members of the Repeal asso- 
ciation, whom he enumerated, to 
be deputy-lieutenants, or justices 
of the peace ; and these were the 
Ministers who had removedCokmel 
Verner from the Commission for 
simply being present at the drink- 
ing of an obnoxious toast* Mr., 
O'Connell had imputed bribery to. 
the Tories, and claimed credit to 
his own partisans for perfect purity 
That statement was refuted not 
only at St. Alban’s and other En- 
glish. borough 8, but by the gross 
attempts at corruption now pro- 
ceeding throughout Ireland, oo 
behalf of the Ministerial party, 
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■ both in money and in promises of 

& official patronage. The learned 

*; member had stigmatised the Irish 

>* landlords as oppressors of their 

p tenantry. He believed the learned 

» member was not very lenient to 

» bis own tenants. The learned 

is member was in the habit of at- 

0 tributmg the state of Ireland to 

» the harshness of the landholders. 

1 Had be not himself, in April, dig- 
it trained for rent due only on the 

a 25th of the preceding March? 

4 The learned member bad been in 

tbe habit of attacking the absent, 
p this question, as to himself, was 

* pet openly in his presence. The 

0 causes of evil were not the oppres- 
wns of the landlords, hut the 

Hi agitation of Mr. O'Connell and 

a bis followers, and the misgovern- 

t ment of the Queen’s Ministers in 

1 the* castle of Dublin. One truth 

* tbe learned member had uttered,— 

b that the English people did not 

t know Ireland. If they had known 

s Imlind and the learned member, 

ft not 6ne of them would have lent 

a bis aid to such a state of things as 

gi now existed. As to the resolution 

0 before the House, he admitted that 

% a Ministry might constitutionally 

si appeal from the House to the 

* country, if the House did not 

,i *peak the sense of the people. But 

0 could this be the case with the pre- 

u put House, chosen under this Min- 
is istry ? and under their own Reform 

if Act? Mr. Macaulay had endeav- 

$ oared to set up a distinction in 

% favour of the Government where 

jt its defeat was not upon an admin- 

fi istrative but merely upon a legis. 

$ lative measure. But had not their 

1 Jamaica bill defeat been a merely 

ft legislative one ? Nay, it was but 

f a constructive defeat, for they had 

0 then a majority of five ; yet they 

0 took the voice of the House on 

a that occasion as conclusive against 

Vol. LXXXill. 


themselves. They had now ad- 
vanced a measure of free-trade. 
Hod it been concocted with an in- 
tention and expectation of carrying 
it? No; but as a resource in 
awkward times ; as a tub to the 
whale. Sometimes the expedient 
was to make the Ballot an open 
question, sometimes to abandon 
die Post-office revenue, sometimes 
to establish free-trade in sugar, 
timber, and com 1 The Govern- 
ment had been brought into diffi- 
culty by the Irish Registration 
Bills, and therefore only was it 
that this free-trade legislation was 
now advanced, 

In explanation of the charge 
made against him by Mr. Sergeant 
Jackson, Mr. O’Connell said, that 
all his lands, except one farm, were 
underlet, and that he never turned 
out any tenant. If any such dis- 
tress had been made, m was now 
imputed, it had been done by hts 
agent in his absence, and without 
his knowledge. t 

Lord Stanley was surprised at 
the unseemly line of defence as- 
sumed by the Ministers. They did 
not deny the first clause of the 
resolution, which described them 
as wanting the confidence of the 
House: they admitted this pro- 
position, and denied only that 
which in any other times would 
have been a mere corollary from 
it, that under such circumstances 
they ought not to retain their 
offices. Sir John Hobhouse in- 
deed had pleaded, that there were 
some measures which they had 
been able to carry ; hut sir James 
Graham had shown, in answer to 
that, that of the measures so en- 
umerated, there was not one upon 
which they had not been supported 
by the Opposition, nay, which had 
not been borrowed from preceding 
Governments, from that of Earl 
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Grey, and from that of Sir Robert crime of that Minister who sought 
Pee). On all those measures of to abuse the personal favour of the 
the Ministers on which they had Crown for the selfish purposes of 
not been supported by the Opposi- his own interest, deeper still was 
tion, they had signally failed: his guilt who dated to use the name 
every such measure had, as Sir and supposed favour of thesove- 
James Graham had shown, been reign to overawe the discussion and 
either rejected by the House or to fetter the free exercise of the 
abandoned by its authors. But they right of debate of the represents* 
did not even possess the confidence lives of the people of this country, 
of their own supporters. They Another Cabinet Minister, Mr. 
had been aided a dozen times by Macaulay, had set up a distinction 
the Opposition in defeating tbeir between a defeat on the admiaxs- 
own political adherents. He would trative conduct of a Ministry, and 
state some instances. The Ballot a defeat on its legislative policy* 
was negatived in 1838, by 315 But Mr. Macaulay, with all Ms 
against 198 ; but to this majority historical knowledge, had not been 
the Conservatives were obliged to able to find one instance in which 
furnish no less than 250. In 1 839, a Government had ever been forced 
Mr. O’Connell' s motion to assim- out of office on account of its 
slate the Irish franchise was sup- administrative policy alone. If 
ported by 92, and opposed by 155 ; their chief difficulties were now 
of whom 106 were Conservatives, found in the matter of finance, it 
Mr. Hume’s motion for the atnel- was because finance was the only 
ioration of the Reform Act was department in which they had not 
negatived by a majority of 85 ; of been controlled by others. It had 
whom 56 were Conservatives. In been said that a Ministry was not 
June, 1839, Sir Hesketh Fleetwood bound to resign upon a single de- 
brought in a bill to alter the qual- feat, but this Ministry hadmiitained 
ifications of voters in townships : a series of defeats. Lord Stanley 
it was supported by 81 votes, and then drew an eloquent, though 
168 Conservatives helped 39 Min- covert parallel between the weak- 
isterialists to reject it. Such was ness of Sir Robert Walpole’s Min- 
the evidence that they had lost istry in its latter days, and the 
power, but in the face of that weakness of the present Whig 
evidence they now ventured to Administration. It had been said 
say, that they ought not to give in this debate that the Crown had 
up office. But Sir John Hobhouse the power to dissolve Parliament, 
bad set up the plea that still the True : and the people were anxious 
Ministry had the favour of the for that event as the means of lib- 
Crown, which after all was the eraring themselves from such an 
best support. He was surprised to Administration. But the Crown’s 
bear such a sentiment. A more advisers were responsible for the 
dangerous doctrine could not be dissolution, and what was the 
appealed to by the Minister of a ground on which they meant to 
sovereign of the house of Han- justify it ? No want of harmony 
over. Of the personal favour of between the two Houses, for both 
the Crown they knew nothing in alike condemned these measures, 
that House, and ought to know If, however, a majority of two or 
toothing; and, deep as was the one could be gained in a new House 
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m of Commons, then the two Houses 
tii would be brought into conflict. 
vm The real ground of the intended 
cit dissolution was the hope of raising 
tit* an agitation, through which the 
dai* Ministers might cling a little long* 
m er to office. But it was not con- 
isrfi stituthmal to hang the threat of a 
ym dinolution over the House of Com* 
s,yir mom. That House ought not to 
ft, i carry on its debates with an eye to 
^ the hustings. Such a threat had 
^ been used by Mr. Canning in 1 807, 

gftj and condemned by all the Whigs 
r & of that time, including the present 
bill Lord Lansdowne and Earl Grey. In 

1826, the 7th year of the first 
ill* Parliament of George 4th, Mr. 
a :i i Huskisson urged its approaching 

i i expiration as a reason against the 

0 ; stirring of the Corn-law question. 
^0 What would that statesman have 
said if the proposal had been to 
fag make such a question the great 
7 bii party -pivot of that day ana of 
|;i n»sny a succeeding year? Lord 
rti Stanley, after reading, as a speci- 
al men of the tone adopted by the 
agitators, a handbill put forth at 
syj* Stroud among the supporters of 
^ lord John Russell, next proceeded 
;i 9 to deal with the inconsistencies of 
the members for Lincolnshire. The 
avowed object of the resistance to 
fa this motion was to give the Minis- 
$g tors a better chance of gaining 

a* time for the defeat of the agricul- 

0 turists. How if that object should 
he carried by the Government by a 
(> majority of three, and those the 
votes of three of the members for 
the agricultural county of Lincoln ? 
•jf t After a severe dissection of the 

2 j consistency of Mr. Handley, whom 
berepaidin kind for his attack on Sir 
^ Janies Graham, Lord Stanley con- 
rinded by declaring that the time 
had come when the forbearance of 
the Opposition must have an end. 

Lord John Russell began by 


denying that the present motion 
was in the spirit of the constitu- 
tion. It had been said that the 
Ministers had crippled the energies 
of the country, and if that had 
been proved, he would have been 
the last man to deny, that such 
Ministers ought to be dismissed ; 
but he appalled in refutation of 
the charge to the acts of the Gov- 
ernment in the Mediterranean, in 
China, in India, in England, and 
in Ireland. With respect to the 
historical precedents, he insisted on 
their inapplicability to the circum- 
stances of the present time. A 
great change bad taken place in 
the Constitution ; and glancing at 
the legislation of the Ministers 
whose resignation had been taken 
for precedents, it would be seen 
that they had placed a very meagre 
list of measures on the statute- 
book. Since the Reform Bill, 
great changes long delayed had 
been demanded, and Government 
was obliged to submit a multitude 
of bills to the refusal of the legis- 
lature ; while there was a less ser- 
vile adherence to Government than 
used formerly to obtain. During 
Lord Liverpool's Administration 
the repeal of the Test Act had been 
carried against the Government ; 
but instead of resigning, that 
Government gave way, and even 
assisted in the repeal. In 1827 
Sir Robert Peel had broadly objected 
to the relief of the Roman Catho- 
lics ; but in 1829 he brought for- 
ward that very relief, avowedly on 
the ground of compulsion from 
without. These were what were 
called strong Governments, yet 
they carried their measures by the 
aid of their opponents, just as the 
present Government was accused of 
doing. Earl Grey's Government 
again was beaten upon the maltr 
tax, and was enabled to rescind 
[K 2 ] 
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the vote only by the frank support 
of Sir Robert Peel. Lord Stanley 
and Sir James Graham, who were 
both members of that Government, 
were in no wise shocked at that. 
And every other Government in 
these times must be prepared to 
avail themselves of Similar re- 
sources which really were not such 
startling novelties as they had been 
represented. Lord John Russell 
then recapitulated all that the 
Whigs had done, which Sir Robert 
Peel, on going out of office in 1830, 
had left Undone. He had left the 
power of returning members to 
the House, in some 150 or 200 
instances, in the hands of individ- 
uals, while the great towns of the 
country were unrepresented; he 
had left 800,000 British subjects 
in the condition of domestic an- 
imals; abuses in the Poor-law 
which threatened to swallow up 
the landed property of the country ; 
municipal corporations self-elected ; 
tithes a subject of constant dispute 
between the clergyman and his par- 
ishioners ; the poor in Ireland ab- 
solutely destitute ; perpetual dis- 
putes between the clergy and dis- 
senters on account of compulsory 
ceremonials in marriages and bap- 
tism ; the municipal corporations 
of Ireland in a state of exclusive- 
ness and intolerance. All this had 
been reversed ; and to the list of 
measures by which that had been 
done, must be added reforms of the 
criminal law and the Canada Union 
Act. Lord John Russell bad per- 
haps been too sensitive on the sub- 
ject of organic changes; but he 
must say that these great changes 
had been effected without apretence 
for saying, that the country had 
been disturbed j and the continued 
rise in the funds vindicated the 
administration of the finances. 

Now, as to some of those matters 
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in which the Government had 
been unsuccessful — the Appropria- 
tion clause had been mentioned; 
but it had never been rejected by 
the House of Commons; and rather 
than persevere in annual conflict 
with the otber House, it was ex- 
pedient to wait for some change 
of public feeling, either one Way 
or the other. Even now, he 
thought it premature to consider 
that question as at rest, though it 
was his own intention to refrain 
from disturbing it The defeat Upon 
the Jamaica bill had been allied 
to, but the Duke of Wellington 
himself bad given it as his opinion* 
that the resignation of the Minis* 
try on that occasion was uncalled 
for. The election of the present 
Speaker followed, on which the 
Ministers had succeeded by a ma- 
jority of eighteen votes, substan- 
tially affirming, that they had the 
majority of the House in their 
favour. With respect to the 
Budget, the question was merely 
between two courses — either of 
reducing our establishments, or of 
adopting the proposed change in 
the differential duties ; for annual 
loans were clearly out of the ques- 
tion. Other alternative there was 
none, except additional taxation, 
either in the imposition of new 
duties, or in the increase of old 
ones. This whole question was 
of such importance that it became 
a very grave question, whether the 
Ministry should offer their resigns* 
tions, or appeal to the people. If 
they had resigned, however, they 
would have been charged with 
insincerity on these important 
questions— the other course wai 
that of a dissolution of parliament. 
But the Government had never 
held out this by way of a threat 
The threats had been from the 
other aide against the members for 
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Liaoobshire. Sir Robert Peel’s 
intimation about the Corn-laws 
was a very obscure one, but he 
believed bis intention was to slide 
tbe scale down to a very low point 
indeed. On tbe whole, the Minis- 
ters bad thought it right to advise 
an appeal to the people. The 
state of parties in the House of 
Commons was too equally divided 
to make it probable that affairs 
eould go on Jong without a disso- 
lution, even should the Ministry 
resign office. After the division 
an the sugar duties, tbe Govern- 
ment would not have thought 
themselves warranted in postpon- 
ing the dissolution beyond the 
time requisite for carrying tbe ne- 
cessary arrangements of finance, 
and that being admitted, where 
was the necessity of tbe present 
vote? Neither crime nor weak- 
ness had been proved against tbe 
Ministry. They left tbe country 
in a flourishing and healthy state, 
presenting no difficulty, except to 
racoenon resolved upon maintain- 
ing vicious legislation, and pro- 
tecting the interests of particular 
classes of the community. 

Sir Robert Peel then rose to 
reply. He said, that in several of 
tbe measures for which Lord John 
Russell had claimed exclusive cre- 
dit, he (Sir Robert Peel) had him- 
self taken part, nay, had been 
their actual originator. He needed 
no warning against feeling too 

E security with respect to the 
tithe question. He hoped 
thenpMe Lord would not find it 
necessary for political purposes to 
disturb the arrangement of it : if 
that should prove convenient for 
Whig, purposes, the chance of its 
permanence would be a slender 
ctee. On the Jamaica hill, the 
advice of the Conservatives had 
•ited both the Government and 


the colony. On the Ballot, and 
other similar questions, their aid 
had rescued Lord John Russell 
from bis own allies. It was hardly 
necessary at this time to remind 
them of events which had oc- 
curred since the Whigs came into 
office in 1630. If the Whigs left 
the country in that palmy state 
described in the concluding part 
of Lord John Russell’s speech, how 
happened it that they had so little 
of its confidence ? The Conserva- 
tives, no doubt, would find all the 
changes which had just been enu- 
merated, but they would also find 
a deficiency of some millions in 
that department of finance which 
the last Conservative government 
had left clear and flourishing. Sir 
Robert Peel then insisted, that the 
constitutional arguments advanced 
against his resolution were in 
direct contradiction to every prin- 
ciple sanctioned by Whig authori- 
ties. He never said or thought 
that a Ministry was bound to resign 
upon a single defeat in matter of 
legislation: the fitness of such a 
step must depend upon the cir- 
cumstances of the case, and of the 
time. But the present Govern- 
ment had admitted this fitness in 
the existing case. Mr. Macau- 
lay had, in this very debate, 
acknowledged their repeated humi- 
liations ; and so long as two yean 
ago. Viscount Morpeth had for- 
mally declared their intention to 
subsist no longer upon sufferance ; 
—‘'Yet still," said Sir Robert Peel, 
addressing the opposite benches, 
“ you do so subsist.” 

u For sufferance is the badge of all your 
tribe.” 

As to the distinction between 
legislative and administrative con- 
fidence, that was swept away by 
the admission of the whole of the 
Ministers* that the defeat on the 
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Sugar duties, following other de- 
feats, had placed them in a situa- 
tion which left them no alternative 
but to resign or dissolve. But, in 
fact, a government rested for pub- 
lic confidence more on its legisla- 
tive measures than on the mere 
departmental administration : did 
not the measure of Catholic Relief, 
the Test and Corporation Act 
Repeal, the Municipal Bill, the 
Poor-law, impart to the Ministers 
hy whom they were propounded 
their distinctive character in the 
eyes of the people ? Look at the 
consequences of enforcing the dis- 
tinction ; the Crown, when desir- 
ous of influencing the House of 
Commons, would seek to place it 
in the wrong by proposing popular 
measures, for a rejection of which it 
would incur popular odium ; while 
the House would Lave uo influence 
on the Government except through 
tampering with its administrative 
functions. It was said that the 
Reform Bill had neutralised his- 
torical precedents ; but he should 
have thought that advocates of 
that measure would have held it 
more strictly to represent the 
wishes of the people than formerly, 
and therefore more worthy of 
deference. 

Then as to the right to dis- 
solve — It was said that the present 
juncture was matter for grave 
consideration : if so, his resolution 
was not so utterly groundless ; 
especially as no intimation had 
been given that Government con- 
templated a dissolution until it was 
actually announced. It had there- 
fore at least elicited the declaration 
as to the course which Government 
felt bound to take. Sir Robert 
Peel did not deny that Ministers 
had a right to dissolve; but he 
denied their right to pick and 
choose a measure to offer to the 


refusal of a condemned parliament; 
they ought to have dissolved im- 
mediately after they obtained a re- 
newal of the annual Sugar-duties. 

Sir Robert Peel vindicated him- 
self against Mr. Sheil’s imputation 
that he had encouraged Orange 
societies, and referred to the part 
which, on the contrary, he had 
taken for their suppression. Ques- 
tions had been put to him as to 
the course he would pursue. No 
one had stood more forward than 
he had in support of the existing 
Corn-laws, in support of just and 
adequate protection. No doubt 
he had always asserted the close 
connexion between prosperity of 
agriculture and of manufactures, 
and he had reserved to himself 
the right of making some altera- 
tions in the existing scale, because 
he was constantly receiving im- 
portant suggestions of improve- 
ment in it from the best friends of 
the agricultural interest. He would 
ask a question, in his turn why 
were not the three great subjects 
of cotton, corn, and sugar brought 
forward at the beginning of the 
session ? Why was not the Corn- 
law, at least, mentioned in the 
speech from the throne? Was it 
that they had two Budgets— one for 
fair weather and the other for foul ? 
At this moment the Ministry were 
causing the greatest public mis- 
chief by leaving these important 
questions in doubt, setting party 
against party, and stirring society 
to its very foundations* and even 
at the hazard of giving them an 
advantage, he had resolved to take 
the sense of the House of Com- 
mons on their conduct. 

The House then went to a divi- 
sion, when there appeared for 
Sir Robert Peel’s resolution 312 ; 
against it 311 — majority in favour 
of the motion 1. 
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After the division lord John 
Bussell announced that he would 
state, on the Monday following, 
the course which the Government 
should resolve, under existing cir- 
cumstances , to pursue. 

At the meeting of the House on 
that day, the most lively interest 
was felt as to the promised decla- 
ration of the intentions of the 
Ministry, and the House of Com- 
mons and all the avenues leading 
to it were crowded with persons 
anxiously awaiting the result. 
Lord John Russell commenced by 
moving the order of the day for 
the committee of Supply. He then 
said, that after notice was given 
of Sir Robert Peers resolution, be 
had expressed to his colleagues the 
opinion, that if Sir Robert Peel 
should obtain a majority, the alter- 
ation of the Corn-laws ought not 
to be brought on as a Government 
motion, and that Ministers ought 
not to continue in office. On 
Saturday last he restated that 
opinion, and found that the ms* 
jority of his colleagues agreed with 
him. He had therefore to an- 
nounce, that it was not his inten- 
tion to give any notice with respect 
to the Corn-laws during the pre- 
sent session. Not that the various 
reasons urged against the measure 
would have deterred him. With 
regard to the reproach that the 
subject of the Poor-laws had been 
dropped, it was to be observed, 
that that was a question of detail, 
upon which speeches would have 
been made, not to promote the 
efficacy of the measure, but merely 
to catch a fleeting popularity on 
the hustings ; but with respect to 
the Corn-laws, his object was to 
ascertain the opinion of the House 
on the principle of the Government 
measure. He thought that the 
discussion of the siffiject would 


have tended to allay rather than to 
provoke excitement. 

He then proceeded at some 
length to give an outline of the 
leading topics which, if he had 
brought the Corn-question forward, 
he had intended to urge on the 
House ; but this part of his speech 
was listened to with some mani- 
festations of impatience on the 
part of his hearers. He denied 
the truth of the insinuation of Sir 
Robert Peel, that the Government 
had two budgets — one for fair 
weather, and the other for foul. 
He asserted that the Budget actu- 
ally produced, was the same which 
had from the first been contem- 
plated. He then stated what the 
Government intended to do : they 
proposed to take the civil contin- 
gencies, some Estimates relative to 
services in Canada and in China, 
in committee of Supply ; and they 
further proposed to follow, as to 
the Miscellaneous Estimates, the 
course which had been pursued on 
the dissolution of parliament iu 
1 830, after the death of George the 
Fourth — *o take a sum on account 
of the Miscellaneous Estimates for 
six months from the 1st of April 
last ; which would supply the im- 
mediate wants of the public ser- 
vice, and prevent inconvenience to 
several private individuals and pub- 
lic officers. 

After the late division he felt 
that in this House of Commons 
the Government could expect no 
further majorities: it was clear 
that the country itself must decide 
the important question now pend- 
ing. The Ministers would there- 
fore make no further struggle for 
the retention of their offices, until 
the opinion of the nation had been 
ascertained. 

Sir Robert Peel said, that after 
Lord John Russell’s denial of the 
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double Budget, he felt bound to 
place implicit reliance on the as- 
surance that such a device had not 
been entertained — but that sug- 
gestion was merely an inference 
from the real charge which he had 
brought against the Government. 
The real charge which he had 
made, if charge it could be called, 
was, that if a measure involving 
so many interests had been con- 
templated at an earlier period, — 
for it was nothing less than a re- 
laxation of a whole commercial 
policy — Parliament should have 
been informed of it much earlier ; 
and it should even have been made 
a part of the announcement in the 
Speech from the throne. He con- 
cluded that the Budget had been 
framed in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Import- 
duties Committee : but no member 
of the Government had sat on that 
Committee, and if they had deter- 
mined to act upon its representations 
the Committee ought to have been 
re-appointed. As to the aban- 
doned motion on the Corn-laws, 
he thought the noble Lord, in the 
speech he had just made, should 
have confined himself to one of 
two courses. He was entitled to 
abandon tbat motion, or to open it 
to the House, but he was not entitled 
to do both — not to withdraw his 
motion, and yet to state his main 
heads of argument against it. It 
would be easy now to set forth 
the reasons on the other side : but 
that could not be done without 
provoking the very discussion which 
it was agreed to waive. He was 
the more ready to forbear, because 
Lord John Russell’s assigned rea- 
sons had not carried much weight, 
and those reasons which he had 
kept behind were, of course, not 
likely to have much more force 
than these which he had stated. 
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Upon the proposition of dissolving 
Parliament he would only say that 
if it took place, it should be im- 
mediate. He would leave the 
responsibility of tbat proceeding 
entirely to those upon whom it 
ought to devolve, the Ministers; 
but it was not his wish to throw 
the slightest obstacle in their way ; 
although he thought the proposal 
of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer to take the whole of the re# 
maining Estimates for six months 
was a very unusual course. If the 
prerogative of the Crown was to 
be exercised, it should he done at 
once ; and the new parliament 
should be convoked as soon as pos- 
sible ; not only by reason of the 
unsettled state in which all com- 
mercial business, especially the 
import-trade in com, was left by 
the newly-proposed measures, but 
still more with reference to the 
condition of the executive Govern- 
ment, which was now recorded as 
being no longer in possession of 
the confidence of the people. No 
considerations of personal or pri- 
vate convenience ought to inter- 
fere. Precedent was all in favour 
of what he urged. Mr. Pitt, who 
dissolved an adverse parliament in 
1784, convened the new one im- 
mediately ; the same thing was 
done in 1807, and again in 1831. 
The country, therefore, had a 
right to expect the immediate re- 
assembling of the legislature. He 
(Sir Robert Peel) would be satisfied 
with Lord John Russell's simple 
declaration that Ministers intended 
to advise the speedy convocation of 
the new parliament. There was 
no constitutional objection to such 
an anticipation. The king’s speech 
before the dissolution in 1807 bad 
expressed an intention to assemble 
the new parliament forthwith i 
the same announcement had been 
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i made on tbe death of George the 
i Third, and afterwards in 1831. 

t Lend John Russell replied, that 

i though in general he did not deem 

t it advisable to state beforehand the 

i advice which the Ministers meant 

■I to offer to the Crown, he had no 

f objection to declare their intentions 

i upon this occasion, which were to 

i advise that no time ought to be 

» lost in dissolving the present par- 

% Kament, and that the new one 

9 should be summoned without delay, 

i Sir Robert Peel expressed him- 

i self quite satisfied with this decla- 

ii ration. 

a A desultory discussion then took 
f place. Mr. Villiers strongly pro- 

b tested against the postponement 

a of the discussion upon the Corn- 

t laws. Mr. Wakley, disclaiming 

is that he was influenced by any con- 
ks sideratkms of party, demanded 

i from Sir Robert Peel a more ex- 

* plicit statement of his intended 

ii Policy, and complained that the 

ji country had not been sufficiently 

)» informed of the measures to be 

ft expected from him on succeeding 

$ to office. Mr. Labouchere repeated 

*c Lord John Russell’s assurance that 

0 there had not been two Budgets 

hi provided by the Government, and 

* werted that they had resolved 

4 immediately on their defeat on the 

$ wgar-duties, not to retain office 

4* without dissolving parliament. He 

it thought that an earlier disclosure 

It °f their intentions as to the corn, 

timber, and sugar questions would 
have been highly injurious, by 
£ oeatiilg uncertainty and premature 

e B speculation in all the branches of 

4 commerce connected with those 

^ articles. However, with respect 

^ both to timber and corn, it was no 

^ novelty that the Government had 

long been disposed to act on the 
}t prindples which they had put for- 

g fa their Budget] and on the 
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Sugar-duties also, indications had 
been given by them of their dis- 
position in favour of freedom of 
trade. On many other subjects of 
commerce, too, tbe Board of Trade 
had been prepared with analogous 
reforms. The Government had 
seen with alarm the great pro- 
tected interests banded together 
on the one side, and the manu- 
facturers with the working classes 
on the other. This tendency, if 
not put an end to by Parliament, 
would be a state of things to which 
all former conflicts were as no- 
thing, and in a juncture of such 
importance it was undoubtedly the 
duty of the Ministers to interpose. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
entered into a statement of figures, 
to show that the surplus left by 
Sir Robert Peel's Government, and 
the deficiency created by the pre- 
sent, had been misrepresented. He 
was answered by Mr. Herries and 
Mr. Goulbum, who entered into 
details to prove the large reduction 
in the public debt which had been 
effected under the Administration 
of the Duke of Wellington. 

Mr. Hume and Sir de Lacy 
Evans denounced the policy of tbe 
Conservative party. The former 
said, that the fault was with the 
Tories, in having seduced the 
Whigs into an extravagant system 
of expenditure. Last year he 
would not have cared whether the 
Government were Whig or Tory, 
but since this Budget had been 
proposed, he was wholly for the 
Whigs. He charged the landlords 
with being the sole authors of the 
sufferings of the people, and al- 
leged that they Were practically as 
much exempt from burdens as the 
noblesse of Frahce were under the 
ancient regime. After some more 
skirmishing debate, the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of 
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Supply, and the Estimates were 
voted without opposition. 

The session was now virtually at 
an end, for though the condemned 
parliament lingered on for about a 
fortnight after the preceding de- 
bate, for the purpose of enabling 
some measures of urgent necessity 
to be carried through their remain- 
ing stages, yet all the interest of 
the political drama was now at 
an end, and the House of Com- 
mons was left in possession of a 
very scanty number of members, 
the greater part being dispersed 
through the country to visit their 
constituents and make arrange- 
ments for the approaching elec- 
tions. A large number of bills, in 
more or leas advanced stages, were 
announced by Lord John Russell as 
abandoned ; some others the Go- 
vernment were anxious to proceed 
with, and they were hastily passed 
and sent up to the House of Lords. 
The fate of one measure, which 
all parties agreed ought not to be 
further delayed — the Bill for the 
better administration of justice, to 
which we have already referred, 
deserves a more particular notice. 
When the report of the Committee 
on this Bill was moved by the At- 
torney-general on the 12th June, 
Sir iL Sugden, who had from the 
first dissented from its provisions, 
objected to its coming into imme- 
diate operation under the existing 
circumstances, so as to vest in a 
(Government, which was then on 
its trial before the country, the 
right of patronage to the valuable 
appointments which it created. 
The clause which he was about to 
propose would not have the slight- 
est effect in delaying the beneficial 
results expect d from this bill on 
the administration of justice ; but, 
considering the immense import- 
ance the selection of persons to 


fill the offices created by the met* | 
sure, who would hold them per- J 
manently without reference to the j 
party in power, he thought it very ; 
undesirable, under existing circum- 
stances, while the real Administra- 
tion of the country was about to 
be determined by the people, that 
the power of the Crown should be | 
exercised over such institutions as 
the present Bill comprehended. He j 
therefore moved, that the Bill 
should not come into operation 
until the 10th of October. 

Lord John Russell, with con- 
siderable vehemence, objected to 
this proposal. He could not assent 
to such a construction of the vote 4 
which the House had lately come 
to, as that it waa to put a stop to 
all acts of the executive Govern- 
ment, and paralyse the Adminis- 
tration, until the time when the 
opinion of the country could he 
obtained by a new parliament. He 
represented the present motion as 
an attempt to throw censure upon 
the Lord Chancellor, on whose im- 
partiality in the distribution of 
patronage and general merits, be 
pronounced a warm panegyric. 

Sir Robert Peel, while he sup- 
ported the motion, said it was 
needless for him to disclaim any 
distrust of the present Lord Chan- 
cellor, who was not in the re- 
motest degree involved in the 
question. Neither would he have 
concurred in the motion, if an Ad- 
dress to the Crown had been pro- 
posed, to withhold from the Go- 
vernment the exercise of patronage, 
on the ground of the recent vote 
of want of confidence. But the 
present motion was veiy different, 
being intended not to deprive the 
Government of patronage, which, 
by virtue of office, it was entitled 
to, but to prevent it from exer- 
cising that which was to be the j 
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mult of an Act of Parliament not 
y*t passed. The Ministers had 
confessed that, in the present state 
of their tenure, it would not be 
right to propose any change in the 
existing Corn-laws ; they had also 
declined to proceed with the Poor- 
law ; for the same reasons, he 
thought the operation of the pre- 
sent measure ought to be postponed 
till the meeting of a new parlia- 
ment. Such a course would not 
in effect at all delay the desired 
improvement in the administration 
of justice. 

Upon a division, Sir E. Sugden's 
motion was carried by a majority 
ofl8, whereupon Lord John Rus- 
sell declared his determination to 
throw up the bill altogether. 

Sir De Lacy Evans thereupon 
made some strong observations, on 
the spirit of a partisanship dis- 
played by a parliament of mono- 
polists. These remarks called up 
Lord Stanley, who said he could 
not allow such language to go 
forth to the public without an an- 
swer. The patronage of the Bill 
ought, he said, to be exercised by 
those who, when the business to 
which it related should arise, might 
be the responsible Government, and 
not by an Administration which 
was in abeyance. If the present 
Ministers should find themselves in 
office in October, they would have 
tbe exercise of it ; and if any evil 
should arise from the course now 
taken, it would be the fault of 
Lord John Russell alone. If, how- 
ever, notwithstanding the course 
he had now taken, he should call 
the new parliament together as 
soon as they had a right to expect, 
he would even then be in time to 
introduce a new Bill, and might 
make the appointments under it 
without opposition. 

• Mr, Loboochero again protested 


against the unconstitutional doc- 
trine affirmed by the motion. 

Mr. Wakley congratulated the 
House that these violent attacks on 
the prerogative of the Crown had 
originated not with the Liberal side 
of the house, but with the Con- 
servative party. 

Sir Robert Peel said, that the 
cause of all this embarrassment 
was sufficiently obvious. It was 
neither more nor less than this— 
the attempt .to carry on executive 
government with a minority of the 
House of Commons. There clearly 
was no other alternative for the 
Government, when the House of 
Commons declared that the Admi- 
nistration did not possess its confi- 
dence, than resignation or imme^ 
diate dissolution. By immediate 
dissolution, he did not mean dis- 
solution without the necessary 
grants to carry on the public ser- 
vice — he did not mean dissolution 
without those legislative Acts which 
would enable them to levy duties ; 
but no contested motion of any 
kind whatsoever, no act of the 
House of Commons implying con- 
fidence, ought to have been brought 
forward} and it was from that 
anomalous, extraordinary, and un- 
paralleled position. Ministers being 
placed in a minority on a vote of 
confidence, and yet coming and 
asking that House for a fresh de-r 
monst ration of confidence, that all 
the embarrassment arose. Depend 
upon it, it was impossible that a 
Government could be conducted an 
that principle. 

The Bill thus fell to the ground 
for the present; it was, however, 
revived in the next session, and 
then passed into a law. 

After this discussion, nothing 
worthy of note occurred, and on 
the 22nd of June the parliament 
was prorogued by the Queen in 
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person. Her majesty having taken 
her seat on the throne in the 
House of Lords, the Commons, 
represented by the Speaker and a 
number of members, appeared at 
the bar, when the Speaker ad- 
dressed the Queen as follows • 


“ Most gracious /Sovereign , 

"We, your Majesty’s faithful 
Commons, approach your Majesty 
with sentiments of unfeigned de- 
votion and loyalty. It has been 
our most anxious desire, in grant- 
ing the supplies for the present 
year, to place at the disposal of 
your Majesty the means by which 
the naval and military establish- 
ments of the country might be 
placed in a state of complete effi- 
ciency ; and we entertain a strong 
conviction, that by thus enabling 
your Majesty to maintain the ho- 
nour of the Crown, and to protect 
the just rights and interests of the 
people, we have adopted a course 
which, nnder the favour of Divine 
Providence, will insure both to 
this country and to the rest of 
Europe a continuance of the bless- 
ings of peace. We now tender to 
your Majesty an Act to apply cer- 
tain gums of money for the service 
of the year 1841, and to appro- 
priate the supplies granted in this 
session of Parliament; to which, 
in all humility, we pray your 
Majesty’s gracious assent/' 

The Queen having given assent 
to the Appropriation and some 
other Bills, in a clear and distinct 
tone of voice read the following 
Speech:— 

" My Lords and Gentleman, 

“ On a full consideration of the 
present state of public affairs, 1 
have come to the determination of 
proroguing this Parliament, with a 
view to its immediate dissolution. 


" The paramount importance of 
the trade and industry of the coun- 
try, and ray anxiety that the exi- 
gencies of the public service be 
provided for in the manner least 
burdensome to the community, 
have induced me to resort to the 
means which the Constitution has 
intrusted to me, of ascertaining the 
sense of my people upon matters 
which so deeply concern their wel- 
fare. 

“ I entertain the hope, that the 
progress of public business may he 
facilitated, and that divisions in- 
jurious to the cause of steady 
policy and useful legislation may 
be removed by the authority of a 
new Parliament, which I shall 
direct to be summoned without 
delay. 

" Gentlemen of the House if 
Commons, 

" I thank you for the readiness 
with which you have voted the 
sums necessary for the civil and 
military establishments. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen , 

" In the exercise of my pre- 
rogative, I can have no other ob- 
ject than that of securing the rights, 
and promoting the interests of my 
subjects; and I rely on the co- 
operation of ray Parliament and 
the loyal zeal of my people for 
support in the adoption of such 
measures as are necessary to main- 
tain that high station among the 
nations of the world which it has 
pleased Divine Providence to as*, 
sign to this country.” 

The Lord Chancellor then de*. 
dared Parliament prorogued tv 
Tuesday the 29th of June. , 

On the following day, the 
Queen’s Proclamation was issued, 
by which the Parliament thus pee* 
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rogued was declared to be dis- 
solved, and writs for a new one 
issued, returnable on the 19th of 
August. 

" Thus terminated the first session 
of the year 1841, and it is not too 
much to assert, that a more barren 
and unprofitable one, as respects 
practical legislation, is not to be 
found in the annals of modem 
Parliaments. It lasted nearly five 
months, and assuredly exhibits no 
deficiency, if we look only at the 
quantity of matter that was spoken, 
and to the enormous and unprece- 
dented protraction of the debates 
which took place. But if, on the 
other hand, we refer to the statute- 
book, to see what accessions of per- 
manent and general utility were 
gained to legislation during this 
period, it wul appear that, with 
the solitary exception of a change 
neither extended nor comprehen- 
sive in our criminal jurisprudence, 
no single measure of larjje scope 
or general importance received the 
Royal assent during the entire ses- 
sion. The fact will be made more 
manifest, if we refer to the Queen's 
Speech at the meeting of Parlia- 
ment, for though the subjects 
therein recommended by the sove- 
reign to the consideration of the 
Legislature were even less nume- 
rous than usual, yet all these ques- 
tions were found, at the close of 
the session, in precisely the same 
condition as when it began. The 
reform of the Irish Registration 
remained still unaccomplished ; the 
Poor-law Amendment Act, though 
its machinery was provisionally 
continued, remained still unalter- 
ed; the alterations in the courts 
of Chancery, and the other pro- 
jected Law-reforms, with the single 
exception just specified, were still 
as far as ever from their consum- 
mation. In short, the whole ope- 
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rations of this session might have 
been at once blotted out of the 
records of Parliament, with^carcely 
any sensible effect upon tbe laws or 
institutions of the country. The 
cause which led to such unsatis- 
factory results is on the surface. 
The House of Commons came to- 
gether at the commencement of 
this session, not in effect so mud) 
“ for the despatch of business" as 
in order to bring to an issue that 
question, upon which all other 
parliamentary proceedings turn, 
viz. which of the two great parties 
in the state should have possession 
of the reins of Government. Till 
this was decided, the Administra- 
tion was virtually in abeyance; 
tbe close equality of tbe two an- 
tagonist forces rendered all progress 
impossible ; and legislation was pa- 
ralysed, while tbe House of Com- 
mons was made tbe arena of tbe 
great conflict of parties. To tbe 
interests of this game of political 
strategy, all other consideration^ 
were by mutual consent postponed, 
and tbe measures proposed on either 
side were regarded less with a view 
to tbeir intrinsic merits or practical 
tendency, than as tests of numeri- 
cal strength, or instruments of 
aggressive or retaliatory warfare. 
The evils resulting to the public 
interests from such a state of things 
are too obvious to need insisting 
upon, and all parties must unite to 
deprecate its recurrence. On which 
side the scale ought to preponde- 
rate— what class of opinions ought 
to command a decisive majority in 
Parliament — is a question on which 
the widest difference will exist, 
according to the bias of individual 
judgments ; but few will dispute, 
after the experience of tbe session 
which has just been recorded, that 
a balance of parties so nearly ap- 
proximating in numerical strength 
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as to render it impossible for either regarded as subservient to the 
the one or the other to act at all, achievement of a momentary tri- 
except for the purpose of reciprocal umph, is a state of things at once 
obstruction ; and to make the high, discreditable to the Legislature and 
est interests of the community injurious to the public. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Stale of parties at the period of the dissolution of Parliament — Reasons 
for the decline and fall of the Whig Administration — The Whigs, 
appeal to the country as Anti- Monopolists — Election of Members for 
the City of London — Conduct of the Ministry with regard to their 
Equity Courts* Bill, and the appointment of the Attorney -General 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland — Elections for Northumberland and the 
West Riding if Yorkshire — Defeats of Viscount Homick and Viscount 
Morpeth— Mr. O'Connell defeated at Dublin , and Sir De Lacy Evans 
at Westminster — Abstract and Analysis of Election Returns— As- 
sembling of Parliament — The Royal Speech — Earl Spencer moves 
the Address in the House of Lords — The Marquess of Clanricarde 
seconds it— The Earl of tlipon moves an amendment of nanl qf 
confidence in the Government — Speeches of Lord Fiizwilliam , Lord 
Lyitleton, and Viscount Melbourne — The Duke of Wellington sup*, 
ports the Amendment , and censures the use made of the Queen*s 
name in the Royal Speech— Viscount Melbourne explains — Speeches 
of the Duke of Richmond, the Marquess of Lansdonme , and the 
Marquess of Northampton — Lord Brougham declares that he shall 
vote tn favour of the Address, but attacks the conduct of Ministers— 
Division on the question of the Address, and dtfeat of Ministers. 


T HE dissolution of Parliament 
having taken place* both the 
great parties in the state, known 
under the names of Conservatives 
and Liberals, prepared themselves 
for the struggle which was imme- 
diately to ensue at the general 
election. But the hopes and ex- 
pectations on the two sides were 
widely different. The Conserva- 
tive party had been, throughout 
the country, increasing in numbers 
and strength for a long period. 
Their ranks had been recruited by 
a large accession of those who, al- 
though they had supported the 
Reform Bill, and been accustomed 
to identify themselves with the 
Liberal cause, yet believed now 


that the time was come when the 
exigencies of the country impera- 
tively demanded a strong and effi- 
cient government, and who were 
willing to accord to Conservative 
statesmen the merit of being ready 
to support all measures of real 
amendment, knowing, as they well 
did, that the latter only had the 
power to carry such measures into 
effect. Many, who still stood aloof 
from the Conservative party, and 
professed jealous suspicions of its 
future policy, were not averse to 
give it a trial in the possession of 
power; hoping that an exclusion 
of ten years (with a brief interval) 
from office, might have disposed it 
to look with more favour on their 
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own views of what was best for 
the nation. They saw clearly that 
the large and comprehensive mind 
of the distinguished leader of that 
party, Sir Robert Peel, had no 
sympathy with a narrow or ultra 
system ; that he had, in all mat- 
ters of trade and commerce, been 
the advocate of measures which 
tended to give free scope to the 
energies of the country, and had 
given his zealous co-operation, 
while at the head of the most 
powerful Opposition ever known in 
parliament, in furthering the cause 
of practical reform. The sands of 
the Whig party were well nigh 
run out ; and owing to the conduct 
of the Government during the later 
period of its existence, a combina- 
tion of interests was raised up 
against Ministers, which rendered 
an appeal to the country on their 
part an almost suicidal act. They 
had never possessed the confidence 
of the Church, and the large and 
influential body of the clergy was 
decidedly against them. The land- 
owners and farmers, amongst whom 
the strength of the Conservatives 
had always chiefly lain, were united 
in opposing a Ministry which had 
agitated the question of the Corn- 
laws. The mercantile body was 
alarmed at the attack which had 
been so suddenly m&de upon our 
West Indian and Canadian inter- 
ests, in the articles of sugar and 
timber ; and all agreed in an anx- 
ious desire to get rid of a Govern- 
ment which seemed to pursue no 
settled line of determinate policy, 
but to depend upon temporary ex- 
pedients, and bring forward its 
measures from time to time, in 
order to gain popular support, 
rather than from any conviction 
of their own intrinsic merit and 
expediency. It could not be dis- 
guised that the proposal of a fixed 
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duty on corn instead of the sliding- 
scale, and the reduction of the 
duties on West Indian sugar and 
Canadian timber, were no part of 
any system of free-trade policy 
pursued by Viscount Melbourne 
and his colleagues; for, during 
their long tenure of office, they 
had brought forward no measures 
of a similar character — they had in 
no respect unfettered trade; and 
had emphatically denounced any 
tampering with the Corn-laws; 
and therefore the constituencies of 
the country looked with suspicion 
upon such proposals when they 
were made at the eleventh hour, 
after so many defeats and so many 
failures. Even the extreme sec- 
tion of the Liberal narty, the more 
violent Radicals, nad ceased to 
place any confidence in the Whigs. 
The doctrine of u finality, ” as 
asserted by the latter, was wholly 
repudiated by them; and nume- 
rous occasions had occurred of late, 
in which the Whig party had been 
spared the ignominy of being de- 
feated by their Radical allies, 
through the intervention of the 
Conservatives. The Radicals, how- 
ever, though alienated from the Go- 
vernment, did not, as a body, desert 
it in the last struggle. If they 
liked the Whigs little, they dis- 
liked the Conservatives more; and 
to exclude the latter from power 
was their great object. The only 
mode of effecting this, was to keep 
or reinstate the former in power ; 
and hence Radical support, how- 
ever grudgingly and unwillingly 
given, might be reckoned upon by 
the Whigs in the approaching con- 
test. 

The Ministry and its partisans 
were wise enough to see what was 
the safest ground for them to take 
in appealing to the people. Their 
ultimate defeat had happened in 
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consequence of certain financial The Conservatives, however, al - 
measures which they brought for- though they did oppose the minis- 
ward in their Budget. These terial propositions of a fixed duty 
measures bore the specious cbarac- on corn, and of a reduction of the 
ter of a removal of disabilities from duty on foreign sugar, under the 
trade. The interests which they particular circumstances of our 
attacked were called “ monopolies’* West Indian possessions, yet openly 
—a word odious in its signification declared that these were not the 
—and which was for the first time grounds on which they sought to 
applied to every species of protec- deprive the Government of power, 
turn given to commerce or agricul- They maintained that the issue 
turn. Thus the whole of the land- which the country had to try, was 
owners were styled monopolists, not whether these propositions 
because, for the encouragement and might or might not he beneficial, 
protection of native agriculture, but whether the Whig Ministry 
the legislature had imposed a duty did or did not, by the whole his- 
on the admission of foreign corn, tory of its past conduct, deserve 
The same term was applied to the the present confidence of the peo- 
hody of West Indian proprietors, pie. The indictment which they 
because their interests were pro- preferred contained a long cata~ 
tected by a duty on foreign sugar ; logue of offences ; and they denied 
and in the same way it was at- the right of the accused party to 
tempted to excite popular odium select one or two articles of charge, 
against other classes, as favoured and plead only to them. Anti- 
ill the acquisition of wealth at the monopoly was, however, taken as 
expense of the community. All the watchword of the Liberal 
who opposed the Melbourne ad- party ; and thereby a vain attempt 
ministration were subjected to the was made to enlist popular feeling 
same charge, while the supporters in its behalf, 
of that government assumed to One of the most interesting 
themselves the name of Anti- struggles was that for the repre- 
Monopolists. sentation of the city of London, 

It is also worthy of notice that, owing to the circumstance that 
throughout the struggle at the Lord John Bussell himself was a 
elections, the pretensions of the candidate for the suffrages of the 
Whig Ministry to support were not electors. During the late parlia- 
lested on past performances, but ment the four members had all 
on future promises. It was not been Liberals ; on the present oc- 
what they had done, but what camon four Conservatives, Mr. 
they intended to do, that was put Lyall, Mr. Masterman, Mr. Wol- 
forWard as their claim upon popu- verly Attwood, and Mr. Alderman 
lar sympathy. They represented Pine, offered themselves as candi- 
their fall as occasioned by an attack dates, and the result was, that two 
upon selfish dan interests, and by Conservative and two Liberal mem* 
an attempt to act upon large and bers were returned ; a Conserve, 
enlightened views of commercial tive (Mr. Masterman) being at the 
policy; and kept, as much as pos- head of the poll, and Lord John 
side, in the back -ground, the real Russell at the bottom, with a ma- 
canses of their weak and tottering jority of only 7 over the third 
condition in parliament. Conservative candidate, who failed. 

Vol. LXXXIII. [L] 
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In the counties the elections 
went against the ministry by an 
overwhelming majority ; and even 
in the towns and manufacturing 
districts, it was found that the cry 
of “ cheap bread," which was 
everywhere raised, met with a for- 
midable rival in the counter-cry of 
u low wages," which were pre- 
dicted as the certain consequence 
of a fall in the price of the staple 
necessary of subsistence. One or 
two circumstances, also, had just 
occurred, which brought additional 
odium upon the government, and 
gave their opponents convenient 
topics of accusation on the hust- 
ings. One of these was their re- 
cent abandonment of their bill for 
creating two new Equity Judges, 
on the sole ground that a clause, 
inserted by Sir Edward Sugden, 
had been carried in the House of 
Commons, whereby the appoint- 
ment of the new judges was to be 
postponed until the following Oc- 
tober ; and thus patronage would 
be wrested from their grasp, in 
case, as seemed inevitable, they 
were driven from office iu the 
mean time. The other was, their 
calling upon Lord Plunket to re- 
sign the Chancellorship of Ireland, 
after the dissolution of parliament 
— which he was very reluctant to 
do— in order that their Attorney- 
general (Sir John Campbell) might 
be promoted to that high office. 
This excited at the time a burst of 
indignation, which was not much 
allayed by the assurances which 
were given that the new Lord 
Chancellor would not receive any 
pension on ceasing to hold the 
seals of Ireland. If such a pen- 
sion were paid, under the circum- 
stances of the appointment, it was 
looked upon as a gross and un- 
justifiable job ; and if not, it was 
an acknowledgment of ministerial 


weakness and foreboding of defeat, 
to be compelled to bestow ao high 
an office on their Attorney-general 
upon such terms. 

Not the least significant signs 
of the times were the defeat of 
Lord Morpeth in the West Riding 
of Yorkshire, and of Lord Howictf 
in Northumberland. In the gene- 
ral election that took place in Au- 
gust, 1837, the hon. Stuart Wort- 
ley stood as the Conservative can- 
didate for the West Riding, and 
the numbers at the close of the 
poll were as follows : 

For Lord Morpeth ... 12,576 
Sir G. Strickland 11,892 
Hon. S. Wortley 11,489 
But on the present occasion, two 
Conservative members, Mr. Wort- 
lev and Mr. Denison were returned, 
after a severe contest. The num- 
bers stood thus : 

Hon. S. Wortley 13,165 
Mr. Denison •«. 12,780 

Lord Morpeth ... 12,080 

Lord Milton ... 12,031 

and it should not be forgotten that 
the West Riding constituency em- 
braces a large manufacturing popu- 
lation. Mr. O’Connell also was 
defeated in Dublin, and two Con- 
servative members, Messrs. West 
and Grogan, were returned for 
that city. Even in Westminster, 
which has been usually regarded 
as an impregnable stronghold of 
the Liberal party, the Conserva- 
tives were able to wrest a seat 
from their opponents, and Sir De 
Lacy Evans was compelled to give 
way to the hon. Captain Rous, as 
the representative of its numerous 
constituency. Upon the whole 
returns, the result was more fa- 
vourable to the Conservative cause 
than had been anticipated by the 
most sanguine of that party ; and 
it seemed certain that Sir Robert 
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Peel would command a stronger 
and more efficient majority, than 
had supported any minister in par* 
liament for a long period. 

We subjoin in a note an abstract 
of the election returns, with an 
analysis which may prove inter- 
esting to our readers.* 

On the 19th of August the new 
session of parliament was opened 
by commission, and on the 24th the 
Lord Chancellor read in the House of 
Lords the following royal Speech : 

“ Mtf Lords and Gentlemen , 

“ We are commanded by hrt 
Majesty to acquaint you, that her 


Majesty has availed herself of the 
earliest opportunity of resorting to 
your advice and assistance after the 
dissolution of the last Parliament. 

“ Her Majesty continues to re- 
ceive from Foreign Powers grati- 
fying assurances of their desire to 
maintain with her Majesty the 
most friendly relations. 

f ‘ Her Majesty has the satisfac- 
tion of informing you, that the 
objects for which the Treaty of 
the 15th July, 1840, was con- 
cluded between her Majesty, the 
Emperor of Austria, the King of 
Prussia, the Emperor of Russia, 
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and the Sultan, have been fully 
accomplished ; and it is gratifying 
to her Majesty to be enabled to 
state, that the temporary separa- 
tion which the measures taken in 
the execution of that treaty cre- 
ated between the contracting par- 
ties and France has now ceased. 

“ Her Majesty trusts that the 
union of the principal Powers up- 
on all matters affecting the great 
interests of Europe, will afford a 
firm security for the maintenance 
of peace. 

“ Her Majesty is glad to be able 
to inform you, that in consequence 
of the evacuation of Ghorian by the 
Persian troops, her Majesty has 
ordered her Minister to the Court 
of Persia to return to Teheran. 

“ Her Majesty regrets that the 
negotiations between her Plenipo- 
tentiaries in China and the Chi- 
nese Government have not yet 
been brought to a satisfactory con- 
clusion, and that it has been neces- 
sary to call into action the forces 
which her Majesty has sent to the 
Chinese seas ; but her Majesty still 
trusts that the Emperor of China 
will see the justice of the demands 
which her Majesty’s Plenipoten- 
tiaries have been instructed to 
make. 

“ Her Majesty is happy to in- 
form you, that the differences 
which had arisen between Spain 
and Portugal about the execution 
of a treaty concluded by those 
Powers in 1835, for regulating the 
navigation of the Douro, have been 
adjusted amicably, and with ho- 
nour to both parties, by the aid of 
her Majesty’s mediation. 

“ The .debt incurrred by the 
Legislature of Upper Canada, for 
the purposes of public works, is a 
serious obstacle to further improve- 
ments, which are essential to the 
prosperity of the United Province. 
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Her Majesty has authorised the 
Governor-general to make a com- 
munication on the subject to the 
Council and Assembly of Canada. 
Her Majesty will direct the papers 
to be laid before you, and [the] 
trusts that your earnest attention 
will be directed to matters so ma- 
terially affecting the welfare of 
Canada and the strength of the 
empire. 

" Gentlemen of the House 
of Commons , 

“ We have to assure you that 
her Majesty relies with entire con- 
fidence on your loyalty and zeal to 
make adequate provision for the 
public service, as well as for the 
further application of sums granted 
by the last Parliament. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen , 

“ We are more especially com- 
manded to declare to you, that the 
extraordinary expenses which the 
events in Canada, China, and the 
Mediterranean have occasioned, 
and the necessity of maintaining a 
force adequate to the protection 
of our extensive possessions, have 
made it necessary to consider the 
means of increasing the public 
revenue. Her Majesty is anxious 
that this object should be effected 
in the manner least burdensome to 
her people ; and it has appeared to 
her Majesty, after full delibera- 
tion, that you may at this junc- 
ture properly direct your attention 
to the revision of duties affecting 
the productions of foreign coun* 
tries. It will be for you to con- 
sider whether some of these duties 
are not so trifling in amount os to 
be unproductive to the revenue 
while they are vexatious to com- 
merce. You may further examine 
whether the principle of protec- 
tion, upon which others of these 
duties are founded, be not carried 
to an extent injurious alike to the 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


[149 


^ income of the State and the intcr- 
ia ests of the people, 

jftni “ Her Majesty is desirous that 
you should consider the laws which 
regulate the trade in corn. It 
will be for you to determine wlie- 
t m ther these laws do not aggravate 
the natural fluctuations of supply 
—whether they do not embarrass 
trade, derange the currency, and 
by their operation diminish the 
b comfort and increase the privations 

of the great body of the commu- 

j TI 3 nity, 

zki u Her Majesty, feeling the deep- 
isia est sympathy with those of her 

ak* subjects who are now suffering 
from distress and want of em- 
it p* ployment, it is her earnest prayer 

that all your deliberations may be 
t* guided by wisdom, and may con- 
aji duce to the happiness of her be- 

i ( iki loved people.*' 

id : Earl Spencer rose to move the 

, d c Address, and said, that he was sure 

their Lordships would join with 
jsisi him in an expression of satisfaction 
$0 that this country was in friendly 
ss> communication with the other 
powers of Europe. They must 
if all too feel rejoiced at the renewal 
of our amicable relations with 
d Persia. On the subject of China, 
tfgi also, but one opinion was likely to 
^ prevail : he admitted that it was a 
point of great difficulty ; but he 
apprehended that a great majority 
tl 0 of their lordships would think that 
j# itwas impossible to avoid the course 

, 0 that had been i *ken. The matter 
$$ was still pending and he earnestly 
{0 hoped would he brought to a happy 
conclusion There were other 
points in the Speech which were 
highly gratifying— such as the 
^ peaceable adjustment of the dis- 
^ pute which bad arisen between 

f Spain and Portugal, effected 

£ through the mediation of her 
p* Majesty. What was said respect- 


ing Canada was also a subject of 
sincere congratulation. The next 
topic to which his Lordship adverted 
was the effect of the treaty of July 
1840. They all must rejoice 
that the objects of that treaty 
have been accomplished with- 
out involving Europe in war. 
He confessed, when he saw that 
England had entered into a nego- 
tiation, with three powers to the 
exclusion of France, he had enter- 
tained the most serious apprehen- 
sions. He saw that a great nation- 
al calamity might be the result, 
and felt great regret that his noble 
friend, the secretary of state for 
foreign affairs, had entered into 
it ; — he was afraid that his noble 
friend had abandoned the wise po- 
licy which seemed to have guided 
the course of his administration, 
and which hitherto had secured the 
peace of Europe — since then, how- 
ever, the candid avowal of M. 
Thiers of what was his intention, 
the unexpected weakness of the 
Pacha of Egypt, and, indeed the 
whole course of events, had shown 
him that he was mistaken and her 
Majesty's Ministers in the right. 
He was quite ready and not at all 
disinclined to admit his error, and 
was now most happy to find that 
we were again connected with 
France in a great political union. 
Such a bond, and perfectly good 
understanding were essential to the 
peace of Europe, and with that, 
he could hardly see how it could 
be disturbed. The noble earl went 
on to say, that the wealth of this 
country had increased in a greater 
proportion than her debt ; but in 
order to give this state of things 
full effect j — that the wealth of the 
country might tell as it ought on 
the prosperity of the people ; — that 
it might tend to the lightening of 
taxation, it was necessary that they 
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should take into consideration the 
mode, in which our taxes are 
imposed. It was our duty to as- 
certain whether by some alteration 
and revision they might not make 
them press with less severity on 
the people than at present. Our 
taxation was now upon a principle 
of limitation. Undoubtedly of 
late years, they had to a certain 
degree relieved the country from 
restrictions ; but they had a great 
deal more to do, before they can 
be justified in saying, that they 
had done what they could to make 
taxation as little burdensome as 
possible. In arguing this point, 
the noble Earl said, he did not find 
that (i anybody objects to the gen- 
eral principle ; every one admits 
that the best policy is to give com- 
merce its free course; not tointerfere 
with the distribution of capital, in 
order that a man may employ his 
means in the way best calculated 
to promote his interests. Individ- 
uals, however, tell us that these 
general principles are excellent— 
incontrovertible; but that England 
is so peculiarly circumstanced that 
they cannot be applied to her or 
to them. Now what is the pecu- 
liarity of her situation? It is 
peculiar in having to pay the pub- 
lic creditor an enormous amount of 
interest in the shape of an annuity, 
in having to raise by taxation a 
sum equal to pay that annuity. 
After expressing his approval of 
the ministerial propositions with 
respect to timber and sugar — and 
denying that there was any danger 
of retarding a general manumission 
of the negro population by a re- 
duction of the sugar duties-— the 
noble earl said that the last ques- 
tion to which he felt himself bound 
to refer, was one specifically recom- 
mended to their attention by her 
Majesty’s Speech— the state of the 
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law respecting the introduction of 
foreign corn. On this subject the 
grossest misrepresentations had 
been spread abroad both on one 
side and the other. He was him. 
self entirely dependent on agricul- 
ture and could not believe that the 
price of corn would fall in conse- f 
quence of the proposed change, so | 
as to throw thousands of acres out 
of cultivation. Nothing in his | 
opinion could be more lamentable 
than this, but he had no hesitation 
in saying that the present Corn- 
laws were no protection to the 
fanner. He did not believe that 
by their abolition the price of corn 
would be materially altered. The 
price must always be fixed in pro- 
portion to the expense incurred m 
the cultivation, and the trade price 
must be settled generally by the 
price in this country. It was a 
complete mistake to suppose that 
the worst lands would be thrown 
out of cultivation, for they could 
only become a barren waste. If 
any were uncultivated it would be 
that arable land which could be 
turned into pasture. Taking all 
these things into consideration, it 
was quite impossible to conceive 
that the price of com would be 
very much diminished. It was 
generally his fate to be in a minor* 
ity 5 but he had Been that minority 
gradually decrease, and felt confi- 
dent that the question of freedom 
of trade, and of opening an inter- 
course with other countries to the 
greatest possible degree would even- 
tually be carried. He might be 
asked why he advocated the repeal 
of the Com -laws, if the change 
would not cause an alteration iu 
the price ? What he wanted to 
alter was the price on the conti- 
nent, in order that the manufac- 
turer there might be less able to 
compete with our manufacturer! i 
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Opening the trade would be of 
great advantage to every interest 
in the country. It would increase 
its prosperity, because there was no 
doubt that on the prosperity of the 
manufacturer depended in a great 
degree that of the agriculturist. 
But what had the Corn-laws done ? 
It was not when prices were high 
that persons engaged in agriculture 
wanted any assistance but when 
they were low. Under the present 
system, however, when prices were 
low, the Corn-laws depressed them 
still more. In conclusion, the 
noble earl said, that he should feel 
deep regret if the House did not 
agree to the Address which he was 
about to propose. With most of her 
Majesty's ministers he had long 
been in the habit of acting. He 
felt confidence in them when they 
came into office, and sanguine as 
to the policy which they would 
ursuc, and he was glad to say that 
e feltevery confidence in them still. 
He must add too, that he was still 
as deeply attached as ever to the 
party to which he belonged. The 
noble earl then read the address— 
which was as usual a mere echo of 
the royal Speech. 

The Marquess of Clanricardc at 
considerable length seconded the 
Address. He said that in his opin- 
ion the present Corn-laws most in- 
juriously affected the landed inter- 
est. He admitted that if com 
became cheaper wajges would un- 
doubtedly fall ; but if the workman 
for g certain sum of money was 
able to obtain a larger supply of 
food and clothing when com be- 
came cheaper than be could before, 
then bis condition would roost un- 
doubtedly be bettered, and to all 
intents and purposes would he be 
a richer man. He objected to the 
principle of the sliding-scale, for 
the effect of it was to interfere 


with and derange the currency. 

The Earl of Ripon then rose for 
the purpose of moving an amend- 
ment, and after a few preliminary 
observations, said, that many of 
their Lordships would do him the 
honour to recollect that for the 
last few years he had called the 
attention of the House to the state 
of the revenue, and had shown 
that, for the last five years, the ex- 
penditure had exceeded the income, 
and that, for four years of that 
time, the Government had contin- 
ued to fill up that deficiency in a 
most objectionable manner. In 
the case of a single and sudden 
emergency the course they had 
adopted might not have been so 
objectionable, but their objection- 
able course was continued through 
a series of years, and without the 
sanction of Parliament ; in fact, it 
was not publicly known till last 
year, when it appeared in some 

P apers which were laid before the 
louse. The course to which he 
objected was the tampering with 
the savings’ banks, and changing 
them for Exchequer-bills, which 
they added to the funded debt. He 
would admit that they had a right 
to do so to some extent ; but to 
prop up a falling revenue by the 
application of the savings’ banks, 
and that without the knowledge of 
Parliament, was, he must contend, 
most unconstitutional. What did 
those savings’ bank funds consistof? 
They were the savings of years of 
vast numbers of poor and indus- 
trious individuals who deposited 
them with the Government for 
greater security. But if Govern- 
ment used them to prop up a fail- 
ing revenue, must it not weaken 
the confidence of the people in 
that security, and deter them from 
vesting them so in future? In 
every point of view this application 
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of the savings' banks was most could be reduced, and he could ifa 

objectionable. The other part of not bind himself to such a proposi- Un 

the financial operations of Govern- tion. But the noble Lord who bad 

ment which he considered most moved the Address had told their : csn 

objectionable was that of reducing Lordships that if he thought the ^ 

the balance in the Exchequer to a foreign slave trade would be pro- skk 

very low sum. This he would moted by the alteration of the & L 

admit might be resorted to in a case system of the sugar duties, with 
of great exigency, but when re- all his love of free-trade, he for 
sorted to in such a case as that of one would not consent to it Now, j to 
propping up a deficient revenue it he (Earl Ripon) thought it must % 

was an experiment of great danger, have that effect, he thought there i 

for a great and pressing emergency was, at least, great danger of its x 
might arise when no balance might having that effect, and this, in his it 

be found, and then Ministers would mind, was an objection to the at 

have to return “ no assets." It scheme. He had been engaged in K 

appeared also that in the last ten the noble work of extinguishing u 

years there had been an addition slavery in ouroolonies. That great 
to the funded debt of the country experiment was now in a course of 
of upwards of 1,000,000/. per trial, and he believed it was work- hi 
annum, and no provision whatever ing remarkably well, and he had p 
made for it. That had some times no doubt that the produce of sugar 
been the case when there was a large in our free colonies would at no 
surplus, but here for the last four distant time be largely increased, 
years they had been going on adding and sold at a cheaper rate. The 
to the deficiency, ana by this, added measure was one which he had the 
to the revenue lost by the hasty honour of opening in their Lord- 
adoption of the Post-office Bill, ships’ House when he held the 
they had 2,500,000/. for which seals of Secretary of State, and he 
Parliament had to provide. After therefore took a deeper interest in 
adverting to, and condemning the the question. (“ Hear , hear .") He 
projected alterations with regard thought the measure of Govern- 
to the reduction of duty on Baltic ment would have the effect he had 
Timber, while he admitted that the mentioned, and that at all events it I \ 
disproportion of duty between fo- was unwise to risk it. 
reign and Canadian timberrequired He now came to the question of 
revision, the noble Earl went on to the Corn-laws— a subject so diffi- 
say with respect to Sugar, that the cult, that he hardly knew how to 
amount of the reduction of the approach it. The noble mover of 
price of sugar which would be ob- the Address had told their lordships 
tamed by tne measure of the Gov- that he was an advocate for free* 
eminent, was calculated at a frac- trade — for free-trade in every 
tion of a farthing per pound. Now, thing, and, above all, a free-trade 
unless the price of the article should in com. But the noble Lord very 
he reduced at least Id, per pound, fairly referred to the monstrous 
it would be folly to expect that the exaggerations which prevailed upon 
consumer would derive anything this subject. Was the proposition 
from it. He wss not prepared to of Government for a free-trade ? 
gay that there was no period at What it might result in was one 
which the duty upon foreign sugar thing— what it might lead to wii 
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mother thing; and if the noble 
Lord was right, it would come to 
the abolition of all protecting duties 
on corn. Their lordships had, 
therefore, the explanation of the 
measure. Why were the two 
noble Lords selected to move and 
second the Address ? It was cus- 
tomary for the mover and seconder 
to confer with the ministers pre- 
viously, and he must assume that 
the noble Viscount at the head of 
the Government was aware, when 
he selected the two noble Lords as 
the mover and seconder of the 
Address, that they would argue the 
question on the principles of free- 
trade, and no other. It was not 
unfair or unjust to infer that this 
is the end of the whole scheme. 
The country could not have the 
slightest doubt, from what had 
hem said in pamphlets and news- 
paper on newspaper, and from the 
hitter reproaches and calumnies 
cast upon the defenders of the 
Corn-laws, and from the arguments 
of the Anti-corn Law league, that 
there was to be an abolition of all 
protection.; and their Lordships 
must therefore make up their 
minds to that, if they adopt this 
Address and give their confidence 
to such a Government If this 
was a question bond fide whether 
there should be a fixed duty of 8 s. 
or a sliding-scale, — if it was a 
question as to the mode of giving 
protection, which was the most 
convenient and the fairest, — would 
that be a question to agitate the 
country as this has done, — to set 
clan against class, and to agitate 
the worst feelings of our nature ? 
The question could not be settled 
to. He would, if their Lordships 
pleased, say that both parties were 
guilty of exaggeration ; but the 
dangerous and violent agitation, 
the agitation which threatened dis- 
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orders and the breaking up of all 
social feelings, appeared to him to 
be on the side of those who cla- 
moured for what they called “ cheap 
bread/' though cheap bread it would 
not bring. When charges against 
those who supported the Corn-laws, 
of being hardhearted monopolists, 
were spread amongst the people,— 
he did not say by the Govern- 
ment, — he did not accuse them, 
hut by persons of influence,— it 
was a most dangerous agitation. 
It was said, that if there had been 
a fixed duty, there would have been 
no fluctuation at all; that com- 
merce would have been free and 
easy, and everything would have 
gone on welL This, however, was 
contrary to experience in respect 
to many other articles. Upon a 
former occasion he had shown their 
Lordships that, taking a aeries of 
years, in the prices of wool, cotton, 
hemp, silk, and articles without 
end, imported in large quantities 
from every part of the world, there 
had been greater fluctuations than 
in the prices of com. The noble 
Lord who seconded the Address 
had alluded to the objection made 
to the proposed scheme, on the 
ground of its making this country 
dependent upon foreign supply, 
which was a dangerous thing, and 
he had argued that he saw no 
danger in this ; but it appeared to 
him that it was a ground which 
justified him in supporting the 
Corn-laws, and he could not, after 
all the consideration he could give 
to the subject, divest himself of 
grave apprehensions, if we were to 
depend on the importation from 
abroad of the main part of our 
supply, and neglect the cultivation 
of corn in our own country, we 
might find the difficulty aggra- 
vated every year; for although 
the noble Seconder did not think 
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that the importation of foreign 
corn would throw land out of cul- 
tivation, if he (Earl Ripon) listened 
to the arguments of others who 
wished to abolish the Corn-laws, 
and who called this a landlord’s 
question, they argued that land 
had been brought into cultivation, 
which would not have been so 
brought but for the Corn-laws. 
Why, if so, according to their argu- 
ment, the abolition of the Corn-laws 
must have the effect of throwing 
that land again out of cultivation. 
He (Earl Ripon) did not say that 
land had been so brought into cul- 
tivation; he thought there were 
other causes. But if we habitually 
depended upon foreign countries 
for corn, we incurred risk — and 
risk in such a matter was a great 
thing ; we ought to see the effect 
of the measure before we placed 
such interests in jeopardy by so 
tremendous a change. It was not 
clear to him, if they admitted 
foreign corn, and discouraged the 
growth of our own, how far they 
would find foreign countries al- 
ways to have corn to send us. In 
Dr. Bowring s report, a curious 
circumstance was mentioned. He 
was arguing against the Corn-laws 
as preventing the extension of com- 
merce; and he says that the Ger- 
man League had a population of 
22,000,000, and the total quantity 
of corn grown in the League for 
these 22,000,000 of people did not 
exceed 13,000,000 quarters, wheat, 
barley, oats, and everything, of 
which the people consumed 13- 
14ths: if so, the whole quantity 
they were capable of exporting 
would not equal 1,000,000 of 
quarters per annum. And yet the 
Government assumed that we must 
import no less than 3,000,000 
quarters of wheat, and 3,000,000 
quarters of other corn every year, 
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which exceeded the whole quantity 
ever imported in any one year. In 
no one year did the imports of corn 
ever amount to 2,500,000 quar- 
ters, and yet there must be an 
importation of 3,000,000 quarters 
of wheat per annum. Why did 
the Government set this up as a 
measure of finance? The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had as- 
sumed, that the customs on com 
produced a given sum per annum, 
aud he bunt his calculations on 
the produce of the customs for the 
last two or three years; in this 
period about 1 ,000,000/. a-year 
had been received on corn. The 
Government said they expected to 
raise by their project 400,000/. 
But if they did not get 1,600,000/. 
a-year, the whole calculation of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was wrong ; and the result of the 
estimate, which was founded upon 
the last two years givingl,l 00,0004, 
was, that 3,000,000 quarters of 
wheat must be annually imported 
at the 8s. duty, to give the required 
revenue, and another 3,000,000 at 
the medium duty ; in fact, there 
must be a perpetual importation of 
wheat, whether it was wanted or 
not, before the expectations of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer could 
be realized. But in the event of 
the project of the Government 
being carried into effect, no man 
could entertain any reasonable 
doubt that a very large portion of 
the com laud in this country would 
be thrown out of cultivation— an 
evil which, if it once commenced, 
no one could say where it would 
stop, or what would be its dis- 
astrous consequences. One of his 
noble friends had laughed at the 
idea of foreign powers interposing 
laws to prevent the importation of 
corn into this country. # It was 
true that there was a law in Russia 
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which permitted the importation 
of foreign corn. But why ? Be- 
cause the supply for the last few 
yean had^ been below the demand. 
If, however, the Emperor of Russia 
could permit the importation of 
foreign com for two or three 
years, it would seem that, without 
his permission, it could not be im- 
ported, so that there was not a free- 
trade in com in Russia after all, 
for the Emperor could put an end 
to it whenever he thought proper. 
He could not help thinking, then, 
that it would be imprudent to rely 
upon any foreign supply of corn, 
for such a course must inevitably 
lead to the risk of exposing this 
country to want and even to 
famine. There was only one other 
part of the case to which be wished 
to advert, that was the mercantile 
view of the question. It was said, 
“ If you establish free-trade in 
corn, you will have such a great 
and increased exportation of manu- 
factures, that our trade will flourish 
to an enormous extent, and the 
landholder will profit in the gene- 
ral prosperity that the increased 
trade will produce.*' No doubt 
that, 8* the prosperity were general, 
the landholders would profit by it ; 
hut he thought there were grave 
reasons for doubting whether, if 
they were to alter their Com -laws, 
they would acquire that extensive 
trade from those particular coun- 
tries whence it was expected. Just 
see how the question became nar- 
rowed when they looked at those 
countries. The trade could not 
come from the greater part of 
Europe, because the greater part 
of Etiiope had protective Corn- 
laws. Holland, Sweden, Portu- 

f d, Spain, Naples, Sicily, the 
spot dominions, and even Ba- 
varia, in the interior of Germany, 
had Corn-laws for their own pro* 
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tection. How then could any one 
possibly argue that those countries 
would be induced to take our ma- 
nufactures by a reduction of the 
duty on their corn ? 

The noble Earl concluded a long 
and able speech by proposing that 
an Address be presented to lier 
Majesty, " Humbly to represent to 
her Majesty, that we observe with 
great concern that the public ex- 
penditure has of late, in each of 
several successive years, exceeded 
the annual income, and that we 
are convinced of the necessity of 
adopting measures for the purpose 
of remedying so great an evil. To 
assure her Majesty that we are 
deeply sensible of the importance 
of those considerations, to which 
her Majesty has been graciously 
pleased to direct our attention, in 
reference to the commerce and 
revenue of the country, and to the 
laws which regulate the trade in 
com. That in deciding the course 
which it may be advisable to pur* 
sue with reference to such matters, 
it will be our earnest desire to con- 
sult the interest, and promote the 
welfare of all classes of her Ma- 
jesty's subjects. That we feel it, 
however, to be our duty humbly 
to submit to her Majesty, that it is 
essential to the satisfactory results 
of our deliberations upon these and 
other matters of public concern, 
that her Majesty’s Government 
should possess the confidence of 
this House and of the country; 
and respectfully to represent to her 
Majesty, that that confidence is 
not reposed in the present advisers 
of her Majesty. To assure her 
Majesty, that in the gracious ex- 
pression of her Majesty 7 s deep sym- 
pathy with those of her subjects 
who are now suffering from dis- 
tress and want of employment, we 
recognise an additional proof , of 
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her Majesty's tender regard for the 
welfare of her subjects, and that 
we cordially join in the prayer of 
her Majesty, that all our delibera- 
tions may be guided by wisdom, 
and may conduce to the happiuess 
of her people." 

Earl Fitz william followed, and 
at considerable length condemned 
the present system of Corn-laws, 
and accused the Opposition of con- 
cealing their intentions with re- 
gard to the measures which they 
would propose for the relief of the 
country when they succeeded to 
power. 

Lord Lyttleton said, that he 
voted for the Address, in order to 
signify assent, as far as imperfect 
knowledge would justify him in 
forming an opinion, to those mea- 
sures of commercial policy which 
are most pointedly alluded to in 
that Address ; with the exception 
of that on the sugar duties, and 
that not on commercial grounds ; 
and also to that general system of 
policy concerning trade which 
would seem to be indicated by 
those measures, and which he sup- 
posed they might now take for 
granted that her Majesty's minis- 
ters, had they the opportunity, 
would proceed to act on. But in- 
asmuch as, considering the nature 
of this occasion, and ofthe Amend- 
ment proposed by the noble Earl, 
a vote given in favour of the Ad- 
dress sight very fairly and reason- 
ably, unless otherwise explained, 
be construed into one of general 
confidence in the Government ; he 
hoped to be excused if he gave 
their Lordships some of the reasons 
why he could not allow his vote 
to he so considered, both with re- 
gard to some circumstances con- 
nected with the introduction of 
those measures, and to some other 
points not immediately allied with 


them. It was not that he could 
see much force in some of the ob- 
jections commonly taken to the 
conduct of the Government. But 
he could not but accept one objec- 
tion very commonly made — for he 
could not pretend to novelty in 
producing it — namely, that at the 
time when Ministers introduced 
those measures they had no right, 
according to the constitution of 
this country, to stand before the 
then existing Parliament as ad- 
visers of the Crown at all; and 
especially that it was almost an 
absurdity and a contradiction for 
them to stand before that Parlia- 
ment under those circumstances, 
and still call themselves a Whig 
Government. 

It might perhaps be supposed) 
that what had had the most weight 
with him, had been the conduct of 
the Ministry with respect to eccle- 
siastical legislation. He (Lord 
Lyttleton) had certainly considered 
that they were not deserving of 
entire confidence for their mode of 
dealing with an institution which 
he believed they did not rightly 
appreciate* But considered, rela- 
tively to any Government that 
might be likely to succeed them, 
he had not been in the habit of 
thinking it certain that their re- 
moval would benefit the church. 
With but little dependence in die 
existing Government on these sub- 
jects, he had not much more in 
those who might be supposed to be 
their successors. Moreover, he did 
not consider it material what ad- 
ministration might or might not 
be in power ; believing that if the 
church herself, by which be meant 
if they, every one of them, did 
their duty as churchmen, and not 
only as citizens, she would vindi- 
cate her position in the country, 
and every Ministry would find the 
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best thing it could do for its own 
purpose, would be to let the church 
alone. The noble Lord then al- 
luded to the conduct of Govern- 
ment with regard to the'Appropria- 
tion clause, and said that they had 
abandoned then one principle, and 
that from that moment he had not 
been able to avoid the conviction, 
that they stood in office on ground 
not their own, and in virtue of an 
unfulfilled covenant. No agree- 
ment in general policy or private 
feelings should ever induce him to 
adhere fully to a Government 
whose public engagements were 
not fulfilled, and whose political 
integrity was gone. 

Viscount Melbourne then rose 
and said, “ The nature of this 
motion and the circumstances un- 
der which it has been made-^not- 
withstaoding its great importance, 
the arguments on which it has been 
founded, and the fair, candid, clear, 
and distinct spirit in which it has 
been submitted — do not make it 
necessary for me to trouble your 
Lordships with many observations. 
1 listened to my noble friend who 
moved the amendment with great 
deference for his abilities, with 
great deference for his information, 
and with great respect for his can- 
dour, and! must say, that seeing 
the superstructure he was about to 
raise, a more meagre, slender, or 
fragile foundation it would be im- 
possible to have laid down. The 
noble Lord made a sort of omnium 
gatherum speech ; impressed every 
thing into his service, as well what 
we had done last year as during 
the present ; and on such a collec- 
tion of heterogeneous materials he 
founds amotion of this magnitude, 
* — a motion so important in its con- 
sequences, and one, allow me to 
say, perfectly new to this House. 
My Lords it came like a thunder- 


clap upon me. I own I was ignor- 
ant that their existed in this House 
the spirit on which that motion 
seems to proceed. We all know 
that there were a great many fac- 
tious motions in the late House of 
Commons, and continual motions 
of want of confidence, but there 
was not the least intimation that 
your Lordships sympathised with 
or countenanced any such proceed- 
ing. Your Lordships were repos- 
ing a tranquil confidence in the 
present Government, when sud- 
denly, on the grounds stated by 
the noble Lord, unexpectedly, and 
contrary to all precedent, believing 
in fact, the manner in which you 
have heretofore conducted your- 
selves, the noble Lord has come 
forward with this distinct motion 
of a want of confidence in her 
Majesty's Ministers." The noble 
Viscount then defended himself 
and colleagues from the charge of 
omission of various topics in the 
royal Speech, and then proceeded 
to the measures proposed in it for 
the relief of commercial depres- 
sion. “ On the Sugar-duties too, 
the noble Lord only objects to one 
or other trivial part of the mea- 
sures which have been brought 
forward; but bis grand objection 
to tbe proposed change is, that it 
will encourage the slave-trade. I 
must freely say, that having as 
great a hatred to tbe slave-trade as 
any man in tbe country, and being 
anxious to take measures to dimin- 
ish, and if possible to eradicate, 
that traffic, I do not believe it is by 
means of commercial hostility, by 
cutting off tbe intercourse of slave- 
employing countries, and refusing 
tbe produce of slave-growing states, 
that that object can be Sec ted. 
My noble friend argues, that it is 
but justice to our Indian Colonies 
that you should not interfere with 
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the trade of sugar at the present 
moment, as supplied by slave states. 
But my noble Friend must recol- 
lect that if be makes that admis* 
sion now, he shuts himself out 
from ever adopting those measures 
which at some future day, he thinks 
might be right and proper, because 
his present objection will, by the 
lapse of time, grow stronger and 
stronger. That Indian interest to 
which he alludes will be on the in- 
crease, in point of importance ; it 
will be more difficult to meddle 
with it ; it will be stronger in it- 
self; and will, consequently, give 
greater weight to any objections it 
may urge against tampering with 
the trade ; it will, in fact, be in a 
position to put an end to all hopes 
of ever adopting such a measure as 
that contemplated by the Govern- 
ment and by the noble Lord. My 
noble friend then comes to that 
great question, which undoubtedly 
interests your Lordships most deep- 
ly, and that is the question of the 
trade in Corn. Notwithstanding 
all the statements which my noble 
friend made, notwithstanding all 
the deductions he drew from the 
prices of other articles, I cannot 
but feel certain that the adoption 
of a fixed duty would tend to a 
steadiness of price. (“Hear, hear,") 
To me it is perfectly evident that 
it necessarily must have that effect. 

I know there must be fluctuations 
in this article. I know from the 
nature of trade in corn there will 
be great variations in price ; but 
that a fixed duty would tend to 
produce a greater steadiness of 
price, more even, more regular, it 
is impossible for me to doubt. But 
I can fairly say that the great ar- 
gument that has always weighed 
with me on this subject is one 
which 1 will state to your Lord- 
ships as shortly and briefly as I 


can. I certainly have been on for- | a 
mer occasions for putting off agits- ' p 
tion and discussion on this que§» i 

tion, as I knew that whenever it p 

came on it must be attended by a 

those circumstances which m j j 

noble friend has described; but 1 s? 

always knew that that discussion z 

must come. (“Hear, hear*) I n 

always knew that it was not to be «i 

avoided, and that it was entirely z 

a question of time. If your Lord- y 

ships will grant me your attention i 

1 will state very shortly what my a 

opinions and feelings on this subject is 

are. This, my Lords, is a ltw k 

which is capable of being repre- i* 

sen ted, and of being charged ai y 

having been introduced, and being * 

supported, for the benefit of these y 

who introduced and supported it. y 

It is a system of law which is the % 

work of two houses of the Legis- 4 

lature, one of which is entirely com* $ 

posed of landholders, and the other , 

almost entirely. (“Hear, hear.") Q 

Now, I say, that is not a safestste ^ 

of things. ( Hear.) I am not sc- * 

customed to speak in the language 
of dictation, but upon this subject, t 
my Lords, t 

u Credite me vobis folium reci- ^ 

tare Sibyll®.” 9 

i 

I say it is not safe for the govern- , 
ing powers of the country to stand , 
in a situation in which they are , 
liable to imputations of so popular, , 

so plausible, and so specious a na- j 
ture, and I do assure your Lord- 
ships that you will find it to be j 
absolutely necessary to place these , 

laws at some time or other upon a { 
more reasonable and more satisfac- , 

tory foundation. (“Hear") I do , 

not charge you, my Lords, with that 
charge which is generally brought 
against you ; I do not charge your j 
Lordships with interested feeling ( j 
or motives. No man more strongly 
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condemns the language which is 
generally made use of ; no man 
more disapproves the topics and ar- 
guments perpetually introduced in 
reference to this subject. I do jot 
think these laws are condemned 
by the Christian religion ; I do not 
think they are contrary to morality ; 
1 do not think they are laws fit 
only to be eradicated; nor do I think 
they are the work of those wbo 
have had nothing else in view, but 
their own interest and their own 
objects. My Lords, if you are free 
from undue self-interest, and I per- 
fectly agree with what the noble 
Lord has said, that a man must 
have some regard to bis own in- 
terest— it would be wrong if he 
had not — but feeling sure that 
these laws are not caused by any 
motives of a mean, base, or sordid 
kind, 1 should entreat your Lord- 
ships to free yourselves from the 
imputation, from the possibility of 
such a charge being made against 
you. Nothing is so foolish as to 
have the discredit of that which 
you don't do. (“ Hear ,” and a 
laugh.) If you are really free from 
the imputation yourselves, as I 
have no doubt you are, I earnestly 
entreat your Lordships to consider 
whether it would not be wise to 
attempt at least to place those laws 
on a more satisfactory and more 
reasonable foundation. It is very 
well to say, “ Why, your arguments 
go to a total abolition — that is what 
you really mean.” But that is not 
so; we have known many mea- 
sures that have been founded on 
arguments which certainly went 
much further than the measures 
themselves, yet the measures have 
afterwards been acquiesced in, and 
found sufficiently satisfactory. De- 
pend upon it, if you do that which 
is generally looked for, it will pro- 
duce the satisfaction that naturally 


results from it. It is on these 
grounds that I am unquestionably 
for an alteration of the duties on 
corn, and I cannot help concluding, 
without going further into the sub- 
ject, that a fixed duty is the right 
principle, that it will he safe, and 
will be tenable, and will answer 
all the ends of giving a satisfactory 
protection, ana at die same time 
diminishing much of the discontent 
and suspicion which at present gen- 
erally prevails. My noble friend, 
seemed to rake together a great 
number of matters of small account 
in the course of the speech he made 
to you. With regard to the sav- 
ings'-banks, he said we did what 
was legal, but not constitutional, 
and that we had kept too small bal- 
ances in the Exchequer. Now, if 
no discontent has been felt on the 
part of the managers of those in- 
stitutions — no distrust on the part 
of the proprietors, and if no incon- 
venience has resulted from the bal- 
ances in the Exchequer, I think 
these are matters which can hardly 
form the ground and foundation 
for such a motion as this. Of 
course, the meaning of the motion, 
in plain English, is just this — M We 
have now a majority in the House 
of Commons.” (Laughter.) I 
should suppose, if we are to go 
from speculations on the hustings, 
there is such a majority ; but, at 
the same time, members are sent 
here “ ad consultandum de rehue 
arduis regnu * We must not look 
merely to statements on the hus- 
tings, but to the conduct that is 
pursued where these matters are 
discussed in a more gentlemanlike 
manner. (A laugh.) I have, how- 
ever derived some degree of conso- 
lation and hope from the arguments 
by which the views of my oppo- 
nents weresupported at the hustings, 
and 1 feel quite certain that such 
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is their tense of honour, candour, management of the finances of thk 
and justice, that they cannot per- country by her Majesty's Govern* 
severe in the opinions they held ment, the future consequence of 
there upon such arguments." which, as truly stated, it was im- 

The noble Viscount then de- pqpsible to foresee, and the impro* 
fended himself and colleagues from per, impolitic, and unconstitutional 
thecharge of unprincipled inconsist- means which they had taken to 
ency on the question of the Appro- recover themselves. Those things 
priation clauses, and said in conclu- he had proved by reference to the 
don, that he could only repeat, that actual state of the finances, when 
considering the nature and object it had been found necessary to 
of this motion, as far as he could review them in the last Parlia- 
understand them, he looked on it ment ; and he had showed, that in 
as quite unprecedented, and that point of fact, after a period of 
there certainly never was a motion about five years, a debt had not 
supported on more weak grounds, alone been accumulated of five 
or % more insufficient arguments, millions, but there had also been 
The Duke of Wellington then a vast deficiency in the public 
spoke to the following effect: he revenue. The neat allegation 
was happy to find, that the noble against them, was for not making 
Viscount repudiated thoee charges financial provision of ways and 
altogether which had been made means for the expense ami charge 
by his supporters against their incurred by the country by the 
Lordships; and thoee parts of exertions made to put and end to 
the noble Viscount's speech must, the danger which had menaced it. 
therefore, be most satisfactory to His noble Friend had stated, that 
them. But it appeared to him though a large amount of anny 
that the noble Viscount had treated and ordnance had been kept on 
the speech of his noble Friend foot since 1831, no provision had 
(the Earl of Ripon) in an unde- been made for the additional ex* 
served manner. His noble Friend penditure in the usual way of an 
had said nothing in that speech application to Parliament, , but 
that was not perfectly within the that irregular and unconstitutional 
rules of Parliament-did nothing modes were adopted by the Go- 
that was not entirely correct. It vemment for finding means of 
was but natural that when he (the defraying those expenses. In fins 
Earl of Ripon) was persuaded to his noble Friend had spoken hut 
move an amendment to those parts the truth. In one case the whole 
of the Address that he objected to, charge of a war had been thrown 
he should state to their Lordships on the East India Company, and 
the grounds on which he based his then converted into a debt on this 
opposition to them ; and yet it was countiy ; in another the funds of 
for this the noble lord had at- the savings* banks had been tain- 
tacked him. To those reasons, pered with $ and the Exchequer 
however, the noble Viscount did Bills had been funded ; in short, 
not reply or refer, though that several most singular modes bad 
would have been the more obvious been adopted. What had then 
course for him to follow. Those happened ? Besides those ex- 
grounds, as stated by his noble penses; and the failure of the 
Friend, were neglect and mis- Government to make due provi- 
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aba of the ways and means to 
defray the charges incurred by 
their naval and military operations; 
besides those, her Majesty's Minis- 
ters had thought proper to repeal 
a large amount of taxes, by which 
they had reduced the revenue of 
the country to such a degree as 
materially and inevitably left a 
most serious deficiency, which had 
amounted to the sum of two and 
a half millions, besides the large 
debt incurred. This being the 
case, he thought that all those 
grievances, so dearly stated by his 
noble Friend, (and it would only 
impair their effect for him to re- 
state them,) sufficiently justified 
him in calling on that House to 
vote against the Address on that 
occasion. 

The noble Duke then animad- 
verted upon, and condemned the 
introduction of her Majesty's name 
into the royal Speech, in such a 
way as to give the country to 
believe that those who were op- 
posed to the proposed commercial 
alterations were, therefore, op- 
posed to her Majesty. He passed 
a warm eulogium upon the general 
conduct of Viscount Melbourne, in 
his relation to the Crown, and said 
that he was willing to admit, that 
the noble Viscount had rendered the 
greatest possible service to her Ma- 
jesty, in makingher acquainted with 
the mode and policy of the Govern- 
ment of this country — initiating 
her into the laws and spirit of the 
constitution, independently of the 
performance of his duty as the 
servant of her Majesty’s crown- 
teaching her, in short, to preside 
over the destinies of this great 
country. 

What he (the Duke of Welling- 
ton) chiefly complained of was, 
that before the noble Viscount put 
that Speech into her Majesty's 
Vol. LXXXIH. 


mouth, he had not given them full 
and fair information to guide them 
us to what they ought to do. He 
believed that such conduct was 
sufficient to induce them to say 
that the noble Lords opposite did 
not deserve their confidence. Here 
he should finish what he had had 
to say, but he wished to make a 
few remarks respecting the Budget, 
about which so much had been 
said, and on which they would 
have to give an opinion. As re- 
garded the Timber duties, before 
they attempted to renew the pro- 
positions made some years ago by 
the noble Earl opposite, they 
ought to recollect the position of 
our American possessions at the 
present moment. They ought to 
consider whether, since that pro- 
posal was made, vast quantities of 
land had been sold covered with 
timber. He wished then to sub- 
mit whether the purchasers of that 
land would not be entitled to some 
compensation for the Joss they 
must sustain by the proposed altera- 
tions } With respect to the change 
in the Sugar-duties, he wished to 
enquire whether when the West- 
Indiau planters were deprived of 
the labour of slaves — (the appren- 
ticeship of negroes bad ceased 
sooner than was expected), if they 
were told that in a year or two 
afterwards they would be deprived 
of all the benefits arising from 
the fair protection of their sugar ; 
and desired further to enquire if 
they would not be entitled to some 
compensation for this loss ? The 
noble Viscount bad attempted to 
answer the arguments of his noble 
Friend (the Earl of Ripon) as to 
the encouragement of East-ludian 
industry. Now, he asked whe- 
ther, in consequence of measures 
lately introduced, many persons 
were not led to believe that it was 
[M] 
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the object of Parliament and of the 
Government to encourage the in- 
troduction of sugar from India. 
A quantity of capital must have 
been invested in procuring that 
sugar, and in bringing it to Eng- 
land. And the persons who had 
so laid out their money, had, of 
course done so on the faith of 
Government, and could not they 
likewise claim some compensation ? 
That proposition would, therefore, 
require the greatest caution and 
consideration. But there was 
another point which bad been 
almost entirely left out of sight, 
namely, those points bearing on 
our relations with the govern- 
ment qf Brazil. They bad al- 
luded to questions arising out of 
the commercial treaty $ but would 
npne be raised about the treaties 
for the suppression of the slave., 
trade, which bad never been car- 
into execution ? Was it proper 
to throw away all means of suc- 
cessful negotiation, instead of re- 
taining in their hands something 
which would ensure proper atten- 
tion to other matters that ought 
to be considered in our connection 
with Brazil? This great point 
the Government appeared entirely 
to have forgotten* 

With respect to the Corn-law 
question, his (the Duke of Wel- 
lington's) opinions were alreadv 
well-knqwn ; he should qot then 
argue the propriety of those laws, 
but should be ready to discuss them 
wjien a discussion was brought 
forward by a Government having 
the confidence of her Majesty's 
Parliament. But he earnestly 
recommended their lordships, for 
the sake of the people of this 
country— for the sake of the hum- 
blest orders of the people — not to 
lpnd themselves to the destruction 
qf pur native cultivation. Its en. 


couragement was of the utmost and 
deepest importance to all classes. 
He had passed his life in foreign 
countries,, in different regions of t^e 
earth, and he had been in only one 
country ip which the poor man, if 
sober, prudent and industrious, was 
quite certain of acquiring a com- 
petence. That country whs this. 
They had instances every day; 
they had seen only within the pre- 
ceding week, proofs that persons 
in the lowest ranks cpuld acquire 
not only competence hut immense 
riches. He had never heard of 
such a thing in any other country* 
He earnestly begged of them not 
to lose sight of That fact and pot 
to consent to any measure which 
would iqjure the cultivation pf 
their own soil. He had seen m 
other lands, the misery consequent 
on the destruction of cultivation! 
and never was there misery equal 
to it ; and he, therefore^ pn<$ 
more conjured their Lordships pot 
to consent to any measure tending 
tp injure the home cultivation P? 
the country. 

Viscount Melbourne said, in eir 
planatiun, that with respect to the 
Speech which her Majesty was 
advised to make at the close of 
last session, it was framed upon 
the model of the Speech pf his late 
Majesty George the 3rd., advised 
by Mr. Pitt pn the dissolution of 
Parliament in Parts, of 

course, were omitted which did 
not apply to the circumstances of 
the present case ; and he thought 
that it was milder in form than 
the Speech of George he 3rd- 
However that might be, the speed* 
was that of the Ministers, and did 
not in any way commit the sove- 
reign to its sentiments* U n ~ 
doubtedly there bad been much 
discussion pp the subject pf the 
measure they prpposed, and ah 
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m that they intended to state was, 
J that it was adopted by her Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers as most likely to 
prove of advantage to the cora- 
: i t merce of the country. Sopie allu- 

iiz sion had necessarily been made to 

c-ai this proposition, but it was not 

-{ii done in a way that was open to 

•w; the animadversions of the noble 

v q ij Duke, who had also said that his 

ity (Viscount Melbourne’s) opinions 

on that subject had been changed 
Ha in consequence of his having read 

■ # a certain report of a Committee of 

Id the other House of Parliament. 

^ Nothing could make him feel 

tjui more indignant than such a charge. 
l1 jii The noble Duke had alsq said that 
> he had changed his opinion on the 
subject of the Corn-la wq. He had 
jjia. done so. Undoubtedly, the new 
Corn-law was a very great error, 
:li $ yqt all the greatest authorities 

■0^ wpre ip favour of that measure at 

^ * the time. This was, perhaps, the 

^ measure on which there had been 

, a greater— he should say progress, 

’ Ii5 a. rather than change, of opinion— 
than on any other. The noble 
^5 Duke had referred to some obser- 
t1 .j vations which be had made use of 
m reference to this subject, but 
the measure, the advocacy of 
1 0 which he had said was a sign of 

’:r j insanity, was the total repeal of the 

^ Corn-laws. In all the speeches 

which he bad made on the subject, 
^ i he had opposed the projected altera- 

.■) tions on temporary grounds only. 
Owing to the circumstances of the 
^ time being such as to render it un- 
advisable to make any variations of 
the kind. With regard to the 
^ change^ now proposed, he knew 

Ji that violepce and animosity were 

^ great evils, but great measures 

’ n could not be carried without them, 

^ and therefore if the circumstances 

^ were considered otherwise favour- 

^ aUe to a great and awful change, 


he did not think that they should be 
deterred by apprehensions of tempo- 
rary animosity from attempting it. 

The Duke of Wellington then 
observed, that up to the moment 
when the noble Viscount had de- 
clared that any man must be mad 
who would propose a repeal of the 
Corn-laws, he had given no hint 
that he thought any part of them 
might be touched. With regard 
to the contents of the Speech from 
the Throne, it was at all times de- 
sirable that the Sovereign should 
not be pledged. 

The Duke of Richmond fol- 
lowed in a short speech, in which 
he called upon the House to recol- 
lect the debt of gratitude due to 
the farmers of England, many 
of whom had long leases of 
their farms, and therefore could 
lint quit them even if they could 
find any other profession to fol- 
low.' " I have no hesitation in 
saying,” continued the noble Duke, 
“ that if unfortunately a Bill of 
this sort pass through rarliament, 
I will be the man to move that 
every tenant, if he think fit, may 
have the power to throw up his 
lease.’* He felt most strongly 
upon this question. It had been 
said that night, that the men who 
were to succeed the present Govern- 
ment in office, would themselves 
turn round upon the landed inter- 
est, and refuse it protection. If 
they did, he knew what course the 
landed interest would take. They 
would turn out the new Govern- 
ment, as they had turned out the 
present one. If the new Minis- 
ters came forward with an 8*. 
duty, the same men who brought 
them into power would thrust 
them out of it. But be did not 
believe they would pursue so mad 
a course — they knew too well the 
justice due to the cultivators of 

CM2] 
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the soil, and were also well aware 
that the home market was of great 
importance to the manufacturing 
interest, and that commerce ana 
manufacture could not flourish if 
the agricultural interest were de- 
stroyed. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne 
said, that although he did not feel 
so competent as his noble friend 
(Earl Spencer) to discuss points 
peculiarly agricultural, yet with 
reference to a general view of the 
subject, he could not but complain, 
after the explanation afforded by 
ViscountMelboume, that the noble 
Duke should persevere in the taunt 
that, according to his own con- 
fession, he must be mad, because 
he had once stated that any man 
who proposed a repeal of the Com- 
laws, in toto 9 would be so. No 
such proposal had been made by 
the present Government ; and if it 
were meant that any man must be 
mad who contemplated some change 
in the existing Corn-laws, he (the 
Marquess of Lansdowne) appre- 
hended that all who had taken 
part in the discussion already, or 
who would do so hereafter, must 
be looked upon as insane. They 
all, more or less, contemplated 
some change or other. He did not 
believe that the noble Duke was 
entirely exempt from this species 
of lunacy ; and though he might 
not yet be so far gone as others, 
and possibly might be the last mad 
person of the day, still mad he 
would go in the end, and allow of 
a change when it could not be 
resisted. 

The Duke of Richmond was 
sorry, bv interposing, to spoil the 
joke of the noble Marquess, but 
denied ever haviug said that his 
noble friend (Viscount Melbourne) 
had proposed a total repeal of the 
Corn-laws. 
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The Marquess of Lansdowne 
was glad to infer that the noble J 

Duke did not consider it perfect * 

lunacy to recommend some change 7 

in the Corn-laws. Before he pro- 11 

ceeded further, he most willingly ®J 

complied with the request of the * 

noble Duke, that he would make ? 

some distinct declaration respecting • 

the security of the money from * 

those most valuable institutions 1 

with which this country was ever P 

blessed — the Savings* Banks. De- * 

positors might rest satisfied that 7 

their money was perfectly safe, and Q 

that the Government and the Pat- 1 

liament, in the face of the country, J 

pledged the revenues of the State 
for the security of the most sacred 
of the public funds. All that had 
been done was to convert one l: 

species of security into another; * 

and whatever suspicion might be ? 

indulged in by noble Lords for the < 

purposes of debate, he did not he- » 

lieve that such a suspicion had ever 
entered the minds of that most * 
distrustful class of persons— the * 

saving portion of the community* % 

The noble Marquess proceeded * 

to say that he had listened with « 
the greatest pleasure to a speech * 
of the Duke of Wellington's, that t 
did him (the Duke) the highest d 
honour ; and no part more so than ^ 
what he had said respecting ser- j 
vices of a peculiar nature rendered 1 
by the present head of the Govern- a 
ment to the young Sovereign of * 
this country ; and he was rejoiced a 
that the recognition of those ser- 4 
vices went forth to the world $ 
stamped with the high authority 
of the noble Duke, who had, ho*- * 
ever, accompanied that declaration a 

by some censure of the terms era- ji 
ployed in two royal Speeches, the » 
one delivered on dissolving the 1^ I l 
Parliament, and the other this day J J 
read from the Woolsack. * 
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He denied that Ministers had 
committed her Majesty to any- 
thing but to the opinion “ that the 
trade and industry of the country 
were of paramount importance/' 
and to the declaration that “ she 
felt the greatest anxiety to pro- 
vide for the exigencies of the pub. 
lie service in a manner least bur- 
densome to the community The 
noble Duke had, moreover, ex- 
pressed some dissatisfaction that 
measures, on which no definite 
opinion was pronounced from the 
Throne, had not been preceded by 
an inquiry, by which due informa- 
tion might have been conveyed to 
Parliament and to the country, 

The noble Duke and other 
Peers had adverted to a report of 
a committee, not proposed by any 
member of the Government, but 
by an individual Member of Par- 
liament. Their Lordships would, 
however, recollect that constantly 
within the last twenty or five-aud- 
twenty years, all these subjects 
bad been over and over again in- 
vestigated by Committees. Some- 
times these inquiries were made 
at the instance of discontented 
manufacturers, sometimes by dis- 
satisfied agriculturists; and on no 
fewer than five separate occasions, 
reports had been presented to one 
or other House of Parliament. 
To none of these Committees had 
the noble Duke adverted, yet some 
of them came exactly within the 
category kid down by him of 
having been composed of the most 
eminent statesmen. In 1821 and 
1822, a Committee of a most 
important nature, connected with 
these questions, had been ap- 
pointed; composed of Sir Robert 
Peel, Lord Althorp, Mr- William 
Lamb, (Viscount Melbourne), Mr. 
Huskissonj and Mr* Robinson. 
What did the Hoose imagine this 


combination of illustrious states- 
men of different parties agreed in 
recommending ? They recom- 
mended a fixed duty as the best 
protection that could be given to 
agriculture. Yet this Mr. Robin- 
son was the same individual who 
bad been afterwards created Vis- 
count Goderich and Earl of 
Ripon. 

The present Ministers were, 
therefore, only humble followers 
of that great statesman, Mr. Robin- 
son, who now wished to deny his 
own offspring, and to cast it, like 
a foundling, at the door of any- 
body who was charitable enough 
to give it shelter. 

The Report stated that “ such a 
system is fit to be kept in view 
rather as the ultimate tendency of 
the law than us practicable, with- 
in a very short period,” and this 
was delivered in the Session of 
1821-2, and from that date until 
1841-2, that is twenty years, the 
noble Earl, instead of tending to- 
wards such a system, had, it seemed, 
been gradually getting further and 
further from it. The result would 
be, that Ministers were never 
likely to have the benefit of the 
aid of the noble Earl in this un- 
dertaking; the longer be lived, 
the less likely he was to approach 
the fixed duty he had recom- 
mended in 1821-2. The progress 
of affairs during a long peace — the 
advance of foreign manufactures— 
the proved uncertainty of supply 
—had no effect upon the mind of 
the Earl of Ripon, though they 
might have operated forcibly on 
that of Mr. Robinson. 

In the Report to which he (the 
Marquess of Lansdowne) referred, 
Ministers had placed some confi- 
dence: it was their harbour of 
refuge in the midst of the storm 
of opposition; and backed by the 
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opinion of Mr. Robinson and his 
colleagues of the Committee, they 
had sought, by a fixed duty, to 
obtain a sure supply at a certain 
price, which, to the farmer, manu- 
facturer, and labourer, was the 
great desideratum. 

This system, the perfection of a 
law upon the subject, they had 
sought to establish, warranted by 
experiments already made upon 
the same principle in other spheres 
of commerce. They had been en- 
couraged, also, in this course df 
policy, by perceiving that the same 
principle in the case of Wool had 
entirely succeeded. 

When it was proposed to re- 
move the restrictions on wool, the 
samfe cry was raised, and the same 
prophecies indulged ; — the poor 
lands would be thrown out of cul- 
tivation, the farmers would be 
ruined and the labourers starved ; 
but, nevertheless, aided by a great 
portion of the Opposition of that 
day, he himself having taken part 
with the Government, the restric- 
tions were removed, and the result 
had been a great increase in the 
importation of foreign wool, con- 
jointly with an advance in the 
price of our own wool. 

Thus both landlords and tenants 
were benefited by a change which 
it was asserted would be their 
ruin ; and not an agriculturist had 
been found to suggest a return to 
the former system. 

His noble friend had been 
taunted with making a distinction 
between the principles of fixed 
duty and total repeal. He (the 
Marquess of Lansdowne) was a 
friend of free-trade ; but he knew 
that perfect freedom was not con- 
sistent with the maintenance of 
the revenue. All that could be 
done was to make as near an ap- 
proach to perfectly free-trade as 
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was consistent with the interests fl 
of the revenue; and in the in- it 
stances before the House, it had el 
been thought that the changes tf 

would increase instead of diminish- m 
ing the revenue; and, while it k 
afforded relief to the subject, would ami 
be no disadvantage to the Govern- ir 
ment or to any party. Above all, 
it was thought that the condition & 

oF the farmer would be improved, & 

and that a system might be esta- H 

blished which Would accomplish ^ 

this object, While it irtsuted rigu- U 
larity of Supply to the cbmmunitjr, h < 

without bolstering up the ma- ^ 

chinery of varying averages, thte 
preservation of which would in- u* 
evitably lead to feielings of dis- 
satisfaction and discontent His v, 

noble friend had omitted riiany of 
the transactions which he might ^ 

have recounted ; he had overlooked B(r 

treaties concluded) reconciliations ^ 

effected, and expeditions that had ^ 

been successful ; but no Wotttfcr 
that with opinions from which hte % , 

could not escape, on corn, timber, ^ 

and sugar, he should fly for fe, 

grounds of attack to China and ^ 

Afghanistan, the papers relating (, 

to which were not completely bn- ^ 
fore the House. These were hot, ^ 
he thought, sufficiently broad fotln- 
dations on which to raise the ^ 

superstructures that had been ^ 

erected on them. a 

This policy of his noble friend ^ 

evidently arose from no other mo- j, 
tive than his desire to avoid touch- ^ 
ing on the great questions at issue. ^ 
He commended that policy, and ^ 
the prudence that dictated it. ^ 

He had been much struck, not ^ 
only with what was expressed, ^ 

but with what was omitted in the I 
amendment. There was do point ^ 

of the subject to which noble ^ 

Lords were called upon to pledge 
themselves. I ^ 
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[f there were any who thought 
that the continuance of the Sugar 
and Timber-duties, as they existed 
at present, were essential to the 
interest of the colonies, as that of 
the Corn-law was to the pros- 
perity of the agriculturist — if they 
were comforted by that amend- 
ment, they were certainly the most 
easily consoled people he had ever 
met with. 

There was little else said in 
tfthdetnnatioil of the Government. 

The Duke of Wellington, with 
his characteristic manliness and 
fairness, had given his approval to 
the sums voted for defraying the 
expenses of the late various mili- 
tary expeditions, though frequently 
implying that the establishments 
Were not large enough ; yet with 
those establishments and influence 
in every part of the world, they 
had successfully maintained the 
national honour and interests ; and 
they had xlot only been maintained, 
but the power of England had 
been asserted and proved in a 
manner which would not be 
speedily forgotten. 

It Would be a satisfaction to the 
Ministry, that in the face of an 
Opposition, the most formidable 
and active which had ever thwarted 
an Administration, no opportunity 
had been supplied of proving that 
the honour of the country had 
ever been tarnished in their hands; 

It would also be a matter for 
satisfactory reflection, that al- 
though, for the present, they were 
unstfoeessfiil in bringing their great 
commercial measures to a satisfac- 
lory issue they had fairly taken 
up end prop os ed them. 

They were prevented from con- 
ducting them to the grand point 
they aimed at; but the situation 
of the neat Administration, when 
placed in such a position as would 


enable it to enjoy a greater share 
of the confidence of both Houses 
of Parliament, than they had been 
enabled to possess, would be one 
of deep responsibility. 

The sooner the time arrived 
which should place them in pos- 
session of that greater share of 
confidence the better ; for then he 
hoped that the cloud which seemed 
to hang over the opinions of the 
majority of that House would be 
dispersed; aud that their views 
would at last become visible ; and 
when that event occurred, if their 
intended policy should appear to 
tend towards liberal measures and 
liberal principles, he was sure he 
was speaking the sentiments of 
every noble Lord near him, when 
he said, they should have their most 
unanimous and cordial support. 

The Earl of Coventry rose a- 
midst loud cries of “question, 
question/' and after silence had 
been obtained, exclaimed—" 1 am 
the Earl of Coventry ; a few words 
from me. 1 think the country is 
in a safe state and I hope to find 
it placed in the hands of the Duke 
of Wellington. My Lords, I hope 
I have not detained you." 

The Marquess of Northampton 
said, that he would never consent 
to any vote expressing approbation 
of any Government unless he knew 
what were the measures which that 
Government intended to bring for- 
ward. The finances of the country 
now required that somethingshould 
be done. What could they do ? 
They must adopt the plan recom- 
mended by her Majesty’s present 
Ministers — or borrow a loan— or 
further increase the taxes. Which 
of these plans were they prepared 
to adopt ? He was bound to con- 
fess that whilst he voted for the 
Address, he did so with reluctance 
—for he disagreed with his noble 
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friends on the subject of the Sugar- 
duties, and also on that of Com. 
He differed with them as to the 
first point because he thought that 
the change which they proposed 
would lead to an increased cultiva- 
tion of sugar, and that must lead 
to an encouragement of the slave- 
trade. He thought that some ne- 
gotiations might be entered into 
with the Brazils by which this 
country \vould consent to receive 
their sugar, if they entered into 
an agreement to abolish slavery. 
As to the Corn-laws, though per- 
haps they might be changed with 
advantage, he did not approve of 
the fixed duty sanctioned by the 
Government. The sort of Corn- 
law he would support, would be 
one which contained the qualities 
both of a graduated scale and a fixed 
duty. 

I^ord Brougham in the course of 
a long speech said, that be should 
vote in favour of the Address, al- 
though he did not wholly approve 
of the conduct of the Government. 
After adverting to the extreme fal- 
lacy of any arguments upon the 
Corn-law question, founded on a 
system of averages, the noble 
and learned Lord went on to say 
that he deemed the position in 
which her Majesty’s Ministers 
stood to he a matter of great regret 
in a constitutional point of view. 
In counselling a dissolution of the 
late Parliament, it did appear to 
him that his noble friends had been 

f uilty of a great error of judgment, 
t was wrong towards the state ; it 
was wrong towards the sovereign ; 
and it was doubly wrong towards 
those questions themselves, which 
as responsible advisers of the Crown 
they had brought under the consid- 
eration of Parliament. Would the 
questions suffer nothing by such 
large majorities pronounced against 


them ? Undoubtedly a great in- nr 
jury would be done to these met- ' fen 
sures ; they would he sacrificed ra fa 

a hopeless attempt to prop up the few 

fallen fortunes of a party in power dti 
who brought them forward. He 
would not admit that that was the J i 
construction to be put upon the 
verdict which the country bad bt 
returned. He thought their 
Lordships would perceive that the 
verdict was on one issue and the 
trial on another, that the country 
had given its verdict against the 
men, but that on the subject of their 
policy no verdict had been given 
or opinion expressed. The shape 
in which the measures were brought 
forward appeared to be another and 
a very serious impediment to sue. 
cess. The measures were good in 
themselves. The principles on 
which they were founded were 
sound. They were calculated to 
relieve the trade of the country ; 
but they were not brought forward 
as measures for relieving that trade. 

Upou that foundation they could 
have stood, and stood firmly j but 
they were brought forward as mea- 
sures of finance. That was a 
rotten foundation, and upon that 
foundation they could not stand. 

As to the Corn-laws, it was a very 
considerable improvement upon the 
sliding-scale to substitute a fixed 
duty. He was against any sudden 
total repeal of the Corn-laws, or 
of what was called the protective 
duties, but he thought it ought to 
he gradual yet total, and no doubt 
in a few years the repeal might be 
completed. The total repeal of the 
Corn-laws would certainly reduce 
the price of corn, hut the Minis* 
terial proposition would not at all. 

He had always argued before their i 
Lordships, and elsewhere, that the | 
agriculturists as greatly exaggera- y 
ted the effects to be anticipated one 
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r way from the repeal, as tbe manu- roost important and most beneficial 

i facturera did the other way. Tbe results. 1 In conclusion, the noble 

i Government bad not tbe right to Lord said, that he would vote 

k apeak of their measure as calcula- heartily for the Address. 

t ted to cheapen corn, seeing that it Their Lordships then divided on 
< could not possibly lower the price the original question, when there 

it: of corn one farthing. Still as a appeared ; Contents 96 ; Not con- 

g! measure substituting a fixed duty tents 168. Majority against Min- 

T j for a sliding-scale it would produce isters 72. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Meeting of the New House of Commons— Election of Speaker— Mr. 
Sham Lefcyre is proposed by Lord Worsley , seconded by Mr. E. 
Bailer — Sir Robert Peel declares his concurrence, and the Motion is 
carried without a division— The Speaker returns Thanks— Remarks 
of Lord John Russell, and Reference made by him to the preceding 
Speaker — Debate in the House of Commons on the Queen’s Speech— 
The Address is moved by Mr. Mark Phillips, seconded by Mr. John 
Dundas—Mr. J. S. Wort ley moves an Amendment, negativing the 
Confidence of the House in the Government — It is seconded by Lord 
Bruce— The Debate is continued for four nights— Summary of the 
Arguments of the various Shakers on both sides— Important S pee c h es 
of Sir Robert Peel and Lord John Russell— Division, and Majority 
of 91 against the Government— Mr. S. Crawford moves another 
Amendment— It leads to a Division of the Liberal Members : it is 
rejected by a large Majority— Answer of her Majesty to the Address, 
as amended— The Ministry determine to resign Office— Thar Re- 
tirement is announced by Viscount Melbourne in the House of Peers, 
and by Lord John Russell in the House of Commons— The l at t er 
vindicates the course pursued by the Government— He deprecates 
personal Animosity between Opponents— Speech of Lord Stanley— 
He disclaims feelings of Enmity towards Lord John Russell— His 
remarks on the Language of the Royal Speech— Lqrd John Russell 
explains— Motions for New Writs on acceptance of Office by the Nat 
Ministers— The House adjourns for the Elections— Complete L i s t of 
Sir Robert Peels Administration. r 


T HE firat business to be per- proposed by Lord Worsley, who 
formed by the new House of said, that he was sure the leading 
Commons was the election of a Members on the other side would 
Speaker. To this event, on the gladly be presided over byaSpesker 
present occasion, no particular in- possessing, in so great a degree, the 
terest was attached, as it was well requisite qualifications for the du- 
known that it was not the inten- ties of the Chair } and (ftom the 
tion of the Conservative party to cheers which ensued) he was glad 
offer any exposition to the re- to collect that there was no inten- 
election of Mr. Shaw Lefevre, who tion on the other side of proposing , 
had given complete satisfaction to a Speaker inexperienced in the 
both sides of the House in the pre- affairs of the House. He quoted 
ceding Parliament. He was now the favourable opinion pronounced | 
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on Mr. Shaw Lefevre in the last 
Parliament by Lord Stanley, and 
added a short panegyric of his 
own. 

Mr. E. Buller, in seconding the 
motion , expatiated on the attention, 
ability, and impartiality, which 
Mr. Shaw Lefevre had always 
brought to that important part of 
his duty which related to private 
business, and dwelt upon his power 
df controlling in the Chair the un- 
ruly passions of the House. The 
te-electiori of Mr. Shaw Lefevre 
Would be a high gratification to 
those Whose original selection of 
him Wbuld thus be sanctioned by 
another vote ih his feVotir, while it 
Would do honour to the members 
of that patty which had originally 
opposed him. Mr. Buller pro- 
ceeded to say, “ that whether the 
House Should adopt those measures 
Which he himSOlf thought essential 
to the public good, or whether ah 
opposite bourse should bo resolved 
on — {murmurs of disapprobation) 
—perhaps he was deviating from 
the strict course of the business in 
which the House was then engaged, 
and if so, he threw himself upon its 
forgiveness; but, at all events, the 

could not Fail to £e felt in their 
deliberations/* 

Sir Robert Peel said, he intended 
on this occasion to act on the prin- 
ciple for which he had contended 
in 1835, and on which he had 
acted In 1837. That was the 
principle supported by the best 
precedents. Until the time of 
Lord North’s objection to the re- 
election of Sir F. Norton, no 
Speaker in possession of the Chair 
had been deprived of it by an 
adverse majority. Mr. Pitt* Lord 
Grenville, and Lord Grey bad 
acted on the principle he now sup- 
ported. He admitted, certainly, 


that to such a principle there Would 
be a fair exception in the case of an 
incompetent Speaker ; but he was 
bound, in the present instance, to 
bear testimony to the merits of a 
Gentleman Who had established in 
the Chair a moral influence of in- 
finite importance to the due Con- 
duct of their proceedings. 

Mr. Shaw Lefevre rose to ex- 
press bis gratitude for the com- 
mendations bestowed upon him, 
which he regarded as an ample 
reward for the toil and responsi- 
bility of the Chair. His official 
experience had taught him to see 
mote clearly than ever the neces- 
sity of preserving not only the 
privileges of the House, but like- 
wise its rules and orders. With 
that feelitig, he should bate great 
apprehensions in resuming the sta- 
tion he had filled, were it not for 
his reliance on the kindness and 
support of the House. 

Having been then led to the 
Chair between the mover and the 
seconder, the Speaker returned his 
thanks to the House for the honour 
done to him, and* assured them 
that no effort should be wanting 
on his part toward the discharge of 
the duty intrusted to him. 

Lord John Russell congratu- 
lated the House on the unanimity 
of their election, and on the qua- 
lification of the Speaker elected. 
It had been his own habit to agree 
with the present Speaker upon 
most political and constitutional 
questions, and he rejoiced to nee 
that both parties equally concurred 
in this day’s choice, in 1885 he 
had thought that cfoumttances 
co n ne c ted with the personal con* 
duct of Sir C. Manners Sntton 
made it necessary, that in spite of 
that gentleman’s eminent fitness 
for the duties of the Chair* another 
Speaker should be chosen ; he hid 
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not proceeded exclusively on the 
ground that the Speaker’s politics 
ought to be those of the majority. 

The House then adjourned. 

Several days were then con- 
sumed in swearing in Members. 
This being completed, on the 24th 
August, the Speaker having read 
from the Chair the Speech de- 
livered in the other House by the 
Lords Commissioners, Mr. Mark 
Phillips rose to move an Address 
in consonance with it. In advert- 
ing to our foreign relations, as in- 
dicated in the Speech, he declared 
the great satisfaction which, as the 
representative of a great manu- 
facturing constituency, he felt at 
the restoration of pacific dispo- 
sitions throughout Europe, and ex- 
pressed his hope, that the dispute 
with China would be adjusted on 
a footing of general advantage to 
British commerce. He trusted that 
the House would adopt the recom- 
mendation in the Speech, for a 
careful examination of the present 
Customs* duties. Much complaint 
had been made on the opinions 
advanced in the report of last year s 
Committee upon Imports ; but none 
of the objectors had attempted to 
correct those opinions by the ap- 
pointment of another Committee 
foe the revision of the subject. He 
intimated his approbation of the 
proposals made by Ministers re- 
specting the Sugar-duties, and then 
proceeded to the question of the 
Corn-laws. He represented the 
distress in the districts within his 
own knowledge to be now un- 
usually severe, and called upon the 
Members for other manufacturing 
constituencies to hear their testi- 
mony to the like effect. The 
people would not bear their suffer- 
ings patiently, while the monopoly 
occasioned by the present Corn- 
laws should continue unaltered. 


He hdd seen with disgust, in cer- 
tain newspapers, an allegation, that 
England would be no sufferer if the 
ploughshare were driven through 
the manufacturing districts. Those 
who threw out such opinions should 
remember, that but for the manu- 
factures exported from England, 
the articles of their own daily com- 
fort would not be brought into the 
English market ; they should re- 
member, that the interests of die 
manufacturing were also the in- 
terests of the agricultural classes. 
He referred to the evils inflicted 
on the monied and other interests 
by that general contraction of a 
paper currency convertible into 
gold, which must needs ensue 
wherever gold was the only medium 
for the purchase of corn. He ap- 
pealed to experience, to show the 
general inutility of protections to 
the very classes for whose profit 
they were intended. He urged 
the patience with which the people 
had endured their sufferings, and 
confidently appealing to the sym- 
pathy of the House, read the Ad- 
dress which he had risen to pro- 
pose, and which as usual adopted, 
mutatis mutandis , the language of 
the Speech. 

Mr. John Dundas, in seconding 
the Address, went cursorily through 
the principal topics of the Speech, 
and then expressed his hope, that 
the doctor about to be called ia, 
who had declined to disclose, be* 
forehand his system of treatment 
would in this, as ia former in- 
stances, adopt the prescriptions 
his rival practitioners. 

Mr. J. S. Wortley trusted that 
the excuse would be found for his 
making so early an address to the 
House, in the circumstances updsr 
which he had been returned to 
Parliament, by a great body oftbai 
people to whom her MajeHy W 
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directed the recent appeal to be 
made. It could not be otherwise 
than respectful, nay, it was due to 
the Crown, to carry up, at the 
earliest possible moment, the an- 
swer which the people had com- 
missioned their representatives to 
return to her Majesty’s question. 
In proposing to do so, he was fol- 
lowing the example which, in 
1835, was set by his predecessor. 
Viscount Morpeth, and recom- 
mended in the address then made 
by Lord John Russell to his con- 
stituents. The question was now, 
whether a Ministry circumstanced 
like the present Government were 
entitled to dictate the Address of 
the House of Commons. The 
Mover had attributed the existing 
distress solely to the rejection of 
the Ministerial policy; but this 
was not the question to-night. The 
House, before those topics should 
be argued, must decide what Go- 
vernment was to deal with them. 
The present Ministers had for- 
feited the confidence of the coun- 
try by the pledges they had broken 
and the delusions they had at- 
tempted. The chief among them 
had been members of Lord Grey's 
Government, which had professed 
the great principles of peace, eco- 
nomy, and reform. They affected 
to have some exclusive secret for 
avoiding war. Now, in the fifteen 
years preceding their accession to 
power, the only act of war had 
been the accidental affair of Nava- 
rino ; but in the ten years follow- 
ing their accession, the wars they 
engaged in, though little ones, 
were no fewer than five. Of their 
expenditure he would not com. 
plain, it might have been neces- 
sary ; but what right had they to 
take credit for a superior saving, 
when they had increased instead 
of diminishing the burdens of the 


country? In their reforms they 
had certainly gone great lengths, 
but they had pushed their reforms 
in those directions only in which 
the tendency of them was to weaken 
their political opponents. They 
had boasted of governing without 
patronage ; yet how had they la- 
vished their places and their peer- 
ages! He then gave the histoiy 
of their tergiversations on the sub- 
ject of the Appropriation clause, 
and on the items of this very 
Budget, particularly on the Sugar- 
duty, as to which, so lately aslast 
year, they had on principle resisted 
the alterations now so vehemently 
urged by themselves. He bore his 
testimony to the fortitude with 
which the people had endured their 
privations, and to their sagacity 
in detecting the delusive attempt 
made upon their understanding by 
a Government advancing Minis- 
terial measures without Ministerial 
power to carry them. If, however, 
there was in the principle of free, 
trade something really valuable to 
the country, it would not be lost 
by the fall of this Administration. 
What had been the conduct of 
Viscount Melbourne on the Corn- 
laws ? Only last year he had de- 
signated the idea of the now pro- 
posed change as absolute madness, 
and deprecated the scheme of a 
fixed duty as a movement that 
would stir up the very foundations 
of society. Mr. Wortley then ob- 
served upon the precarious state of 
our foreign relations, and noticed, 
in language of astonishment, the re- 
markable omission of all reference 
to our important discussion with the 
United States. Nor could he pass 
over the countenance given by the 
Government to agitation, and its 
alliance with those who, while on 
one day they offer the most ful- 
some adulation to her Majesty, on 
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next are treasonably gloating 
oyef tl)e prospect of foreign war, 
for the promotion of their own 
political objects. A Government, 
of whiph all these things were 
true* was no longer to be trusted 
with tbe management of public 
affairs ; and he would now submit 
ap amendment, by which he would 
propose to express the regret pf 
the House at the recent increase 
of expenditure, its determination 
tp provide for that increase, and its 
e^rneqt dpsire to promote the wel- 
fare pf her Majesty's subjects ; 
and respectfully represent to her 
Majesty the necessity that her 
Ministers should eqjoy the con- 
fidence of the country, which the 
present Administration did not 
possess. 

£»ord Brticp seconded the amend- 
ment- He hoped it would be his 
apojpgy, that as the intention was 
to express the sympathy pf the 
present Hopse with that vote by 
wfiich the last House declared the 
un worthiness °f the Minister?, a 
member who had not belonged tp 
the last House was, therefore, per- 
haps, a fitter exponent of this in- 
tention. The recent dissolution 
copld have been justified only by a 
successful event ; it? failure was 
conclusive against the Govern- 
ment. Had Lord John Russell, 
ip his late address to his constitu- 
ents, expressed his regret fqr the 
advice he had given, or for the 
aggravation which the dissolution, 
by its suspension of all business, 
had added to the distress of the 
operatives ? Had he inforrjjpd the 
citizens of London that Ministers 
had resigned their offices into the 
hands of the Sovereign, or that 
they had desisted at least from the 
exercise of Ministerial patronage? 
The Gazette gave the lie to the 
latter hypothesis. These were the 


men who, not content with the 
condemnation of one House of 
Commons, had braved the indig- 
nation of a second. They hid 
tried to engross the public mind 
with the subject of free-tradp, 
conveniently for themselves, if at- 
tention could thus have been di- 
verted from their various delin- 
quencies ; but the public had come 
to the conclusion, that their schemes 
had neither the caution of Mr. 
Huskisson nor the manliness of 
the Ultra-school. For his own 
part, he could consent to no pl?n 
of free- trade, which was tp throw 
vast numbers of his fellow-subjects 
irremediably out of employ , He 
strongly condemned the imputa- 
tions cast upon all who opposed 
the Ministerial project. Of all 
monopolies, the most arrogant and 
intolerable was the affected mono- 
poly of all public vjrtue. (rre^t as 
were the difficulties of the t;me, 
he trusted that Sir Robert Pee! 
would ipeet them with a firm re- 
liance on the support of the peoples 
and when at last, in course of time, 
he should be succeeded by other 
statesmen, would leaye them a 
legacy far different from that which 
he was now about to receive from 
the Whig Administration. 

Mr. Labouchere said, that the 
Ministers were as glad as their 
opponent^ that the tune had come 
for fully expounding their policy, 
and for quitting their position if 
that policy shoiud be disapproved 
by the House. He admitted the 
course taken by the Opposition to 
be a fair one, but he had listened 
in vain to learn what polipy it was 
on which they were prepared to 
bestow their approbation. Much 
was said of the retention of office 
by the present Ministers, in the 
face of a manifest majority; but 
Sir Robert Peel had done the same 
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thing in J835, even after a defeat 
on the Speaker’s election, and an- 
other pi) the Address, Mr. La- 
bouchere then plaimed credit to 
Ear) Grey’s Government fpr hav- 
ing done all that was possible, and 
under difficult circumstances, to 
fulfil their pledges of peace, eco- 
nomy, apd reform. Happy would 
bp the npw Ministers if, for the 
next ten years, the state of Europe 
should he as peaceful as for the 
lsat ten years it had been. As to 
economy , it was rather the province 
of the Opposition than of the Mi- 
nisters to control expense ; hut the 
Ministers had conducted their ex- 
penses in the spirit of economy, 
which was all they had assumed to 
dp. As tq reforms, they had ef- 
fected many, in which they had no 
party object whatever; and ha 
Wed hack to those reforms with 
feelings of uprated satisfaction. 
In matters of commerce^ there had 
been but little of legislative reform 
from apy Ministry. My, Huskis- 
spn’s reforms had been reluctantly 
permitted by bfo pwn adherents, 
but supported by the Whigs, who 
always had refused, apd, he trust- 
ed, always would, in or out of 
office, refuse to meet questions of 
commerce as questions of party. 
The diffioulties which always beset 
commercial legislation had un- 
doubtedly cheesed the Whig Mi- 
nisters ip this hind of reform, ^ut 
they had pt length resolved to 
Wag the whole subject under the 
consideration of the House. He 
recapitulated the commercial mea- 
sures introduced by them last 
spring, beginning with the Bill for 
toe relief of the West- Indians from 
the qld limitations of their markets, 
and proceeding to the proposals of 
alterations in tne Sugar- duties and 
ip the Corn-laws* On this last 
Sttbjftt h? professed himself unable 


to understand the views of those 
who brought forward the amend- 
ment ; but if ever there was a time 
for revising these laws, it was the 
present. For some time past we 
had annually imported i, 500,000 
quarters of com, apd it was idle, 
therefore, to talk about preserving 
ourselves in a state of independence 
of foreign supply. Our imports of 
corn from Ireland, top, had been 
for somp years on the decrease. 
He then commented severely op 
the fraud occasioned by the present 
mode of taking the averages— p 
fraud wbiph be anew of no ‘means 
to prevent, bqt by which the 
landed interests were deprived qf 
their desired protection for tjie 
benefit, and at the pleasure, of 
speculators and gamblers. What- 
ever protection, therefore, the 
House might think fit to dye, 
ought, in his opinion, to be given 
in the shape qf a fixed duty : nor 
could he comprehend how a sliaing- 
scale, which was applicable to ho 
other commerce, should be good 
for the trade in corn. But now 
were the deficiencies of the revenue 
to be supplied? Not, surely, by 
fresh taxation. He was himself 
persuaded, that much might have 
been done for the relief of the 
people by the removal of various 
Import-duties, and he exemplified 
his opinion by some details: He 
then repeated the often -made call 
upon the leaders of the Opposi- 
tion, to declare their own view of 
public policy, for the country would 
not he satisfied if the result of this 
debate should be a mere recom- 
mendation of a change of Ministers 
instead of an undertaking to con- 
sider the great questions referred 
by her Majesty to the House of 
Commons. 

Mr. D’ Israeli observed, that Mr. 
Lahouchere’s parallel between Sir 
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Robert Peel’s Government and the 
present was defective in these re- 
spects — that no vote of want of 
confidence was recorded against Sir 
Robert Peel, and that his dissolu- 
tion made an unprecedented addi- 
tion to his numbers. The ground 
which the people had taken in the 
late elections was, that the affairs 
of this country ought not to be 
left with a Government whose 
councils were held, not to delibe- 
rate upon public measures, but to 
devise the means of securing a 
majority. What had that Govern- 
ment done since the vote denying 
to it the confidence of the House, 
to justify the restoration of Par- 
liamentary support? They had 
proceeded to a dissolution, and the 
result of it proved that it had 
been either a blunder or a crime. 
They had profaned the name of 
the Queen at their elections, as if 
she had been a second candidate at 
some petty poll. It had been said, 
that the sovereign of a faction was 
the sovereign but of part of the 
people ; but a Whig sovereign 
would be the sovereign of not 
half, no, not an eighth, of the 
people. The Whigs ought to blush 
for the position in which they had 
placed their sovereign. Would 
they found their claims to con- 
fidence upon the Speech this day 
delivered ? It was a speech made 
by a set of men who continued, in 
some mysterious way, to he Minis- 
ters still, though their leader him- 
self, in his late letter to his con- 
stituents, had avowed that the 
majority of the House was op- 
posed to his Government. 

Mr. Bernal, jun., thought Mr. 
DTsraeli but little entitled to in- 
veigh against the Liberals, inas- 
much as he had formerly been of 
their opinions. Mr. Bernal thought 
the Corn-laws ought to have been 


remodelled before the present Poor- 
law was passed. 

Sir C. Napier desired the Op- 
position to remember, that the win 
waged by this Government, if they 
had been little wars, had been wan 
of little expense and productive of 
great results. Those wan had 
given a free government to Spain, 
and had put down a gross tyranny 
in Syria. 

Lord Pollington admitted, that 
the best part of the Ministerial 
policy was the foreign, but thought 
that even as to this there was but 
too much ground for censure. He 
adverted to the composition of the 
majority on his own side; it was a 
majority returned by the counties, 
while the rotten boroughs of Mai- 
ton and Caine were represented on 
the Ministerial benches. 

Mr. Roebuck declared that he 
should vote in favour of theAmend* 
ment, but not for the reasons given 
by those who brought it forward; 
for his cause of dislike to the 
Whigs was, that they too much 
resembled the Tories* The present 
question would be, which party 
would serve the public best; and 
in order to decide that, he would 
take a retrospect of the conduct or 
both. The Whigs were now ruin- 
ed ; not, however, by the Con- 
servative feeling of the people, hut 
by their own misconduct — by their 
stopping short in the reforms re- 
quired of them; and they could 
recover their power only by a long 
virtuous course of opposition. « 
was unavailing for the Ministers to 
complain that they had been de- 
feated by bribery and intimidation, 
for these were the natural inci- 
dents of the system which they 
had protected. Looking back for 
the last ten years, he found Sir 
Robert Peel and his party opposing 
all reforms. The Conservatives at 
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the late elections had, moreover, 
basely, and with every vulgar art, 
endeavoured to gain favour by con** 
denming the Poor-law which their 
leader had supported, and their 
leader had not dared to rebuke 
them. Such were the merits of 
the two contending parties. The 
Tories would now rule, for they 
represented the majority; it was 
the majority indeed of the con- 
stituencies, not of the people ; but 
that was the fault of the Minis- 
ters, who would not invest the 
people with elective power. He 
then reviewed certain parts of the 
foreign policy of the Government. 
He condemned the war with China, 
and declared his entire approval of 
the conduct pursued by the Ame- 
rican gover n ment in the affair of 
M‘Leod, upon which he entered 
into'a long disquisition. 

Mr. Muntz said a few words in 
explanation of bis own views, as 
to the effect of Corn-laws upon 
wages. 

Mr. Ewart moved an adjourn- 
ment, on which the gallery was 
cleared for a division, but the 
House finally adjourned without 
dividing. 

The adjourned debate was begun 
by Mr. Ewart, who began by com- 
plaining that sympathy was not 
enough for the people ; they asked 
for bread, and must not be put off 
with a stone. He admitted that 
the constituencies had decided 
against the existing Government, 
and that it must now therefore 
make way for a new Ministry ; but 
he expected that Sir Robert Peel, 
as in the case of tbe Roman Catho- 
lic question, would himself do the 
very thing he had resisted, and, 
like Shakspeare’s apothecary, ex- 
cuse himself by saying, “ my pov- 
erty, hut not my will, consents.'* 
The rest of Mr. Ewart's speech 
Vot. LXXXIII. 


was an extended disquisition upon 
those general principles of political 
economy, on which the doctrines 
of free-trade are founded. 

Captain Hamilton desired to re- 
call the House to the real question, 
which was that of confidence in 
the Ministry. Mr. Hume in the 
debate on the confidence question 
in the late Parliament, had caution- 
ed him and other members as to 
the account they would have to 
give to their constituents. In this 
Mr. Hume must have much mis- 
calculated the opinions of the elec- 
tors, else, why was he not here ? 

Mr. Ward admitted, that the 
election of the member who had 
moved the amendment was a great 
triumph to his party, but thought 
it also one of the greatest mistakes 
which had been made by the peo- 
ple. Members seemed to have two 
sets of opinions — one for the hust- 
ings, and one for the House. The 
mover had presented himself to the 
West Riding as the champion of 
the Corn-laws, but in his speech to 
this House he had taken no notice 
whatever of that subject. There 
was another matter which he did 
notice — that of the Appropriation 
clause and its abandonment bv the 
Whigs— a bold argument from a 
supporter of that statesman who 
had so signally abandoned his 
own opinions on the other great 
Irish question, the Roman Catholic 
Relief Bill. For his own part, he 
blamed both Lord John Russell 
and Sir Robert Peel for not having 
resigned at once, rather than sub- 
mit to take a course opposed to 
their former declarations, and both 
of them had suffered for the mis- 
take. The harvest would soon 
neutralize the efforts of the new 
majority. His accounts led him 
to anticipate a woeful deficiency, 
which would be seriously aggrava- 
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ted by a few more such days as 
that which had jnst closed. ( Cries 
of *' No”) Such at least were 
his accounts ; perhaps they varied 
with each man's political wishes. 
( Cheers from the Opposition.) He 
did not wish to make the weather 
a party question, but he would 
have the House remember that 
four millions sterling in gold must 
go out of the country to purchase 
the supply which would be wanted. 
He then went on to argue for the 
principle of a fixed duty, as against 
that of a sliding-scale. The re- 
sult of the present system was an 
extensive decay in the manufactur- 
ing districts# There were now in 
Sheffield 2,000 unoccupied houses, 
which had been tenanted when 
first he knew them. The circum- 
stances of the country would not 
be improved by the expensive 
measure of Church-extension, nor 
was much good to be expected on 
the subject of the Poor-law from 
a leader whose supporters had gone 
so far at their elections in vituper- 
ation of its principle. For Ire- 
land, he saw much to regret, and 
nothing to rejoice at, in the change 
of policy now at hand ; most of 
the principal members of the Con- 
servative party were even person- 
ally committed against the Irish 
people. Considerations like these 
should lead the House to pause be- 
fore they voted the transfer of 
power to such hands. 

Mr. C. J. M. Sutton said, that 
just as the Members of that House 
were bound to prove themselves 
qualified for their seat?, so ought 
the Ministers of the Crown to sub- 
stantiate their qualifications for 
their offices. He would not now 
detain the House upon the question 
of the Address, but he would take 
the liberty of asking Lord John 
Russell to what he had alluded in 


saying, on the late election of the 
Speaker, that he had been induced 
to oppose in 1835 the re-election of 
Sir C. Manners Sutton on the 
ground of his personal conduct. 

Lord John Russell answered, 
that as Sir Robert Peel had refer- 
red the course taken in 1835 solely 
to the principle then affirmed, that 
the Speaker's opinions ought to be 
those of the majority of the House, 
he had thought it right to explain 
that he had himself proceeded, 
partly at least, on another ground: 
which was, that Sir C. M. Sutton, 
then Speaker of a House of Com- 
mons containing a large majority 
of members favourable to Lord 
Melbourne’s Government, had at- 
tended Privy Councils held for the 
purpose of transferring the powers 
of the State to the party of the 
minority. He acquitted Sir C M. 
Sutton of any intentional disrespect 
to the House in attending those 
Councils, but he regarded such at- 
tendance as an error of judgment 
sufficient to exclude him from the 
chair. 

Dr. Bowring enlarged upon the 
present suffering of the manufac- 
turing poor, and ascribed it to the 
present state of the Corn-laws. 
He represented the impossibility of 
preserving our foreign commerce 
without great legislative altera- 
tions, and warned the House that 
it must either go forward toward 
liberalism, or backward toward 
perdition. 

Mr. Patrick Stewart denied that 
the question of Confidence in the 
Ministry was the only proper mat- 
ter of this debate. Representing 
a great Scotch county, where 
distress prevailed among the agri- 
cultural a s well as among the manu- 
facturing classes, he would con- 
tend for the principle of free-trade 
advanced by the Ministerial Bud- 
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get. Ag a colonial proprietor, be 
hailed the system now proposed, 
which went, for the first time, to 
treat the British colonists simply as 
British subjects. He contended 
far a fixed duty on com in prefer* 
ence to a sliding-scale. Ministers 
had been blamed for agitation upon 
this subject, but it was a subject 
on which he thought agitation 
fully justifiable, and which, being 
agitated, was properly made the 
ground of a dissolution. He cen- 
sured the language held the pre- 
ceding night by Mr. Roebuck on 
the case of M'Leod, and declared 
his opinion, that whatever harm 
should be done to M ( Leod, was 
done to the British nation. And 
he equally differed from Mr. Roe- 
buck oq the question with the 
Chinese, who ought, in his judg- 
ment, to be made to pay for every 
pound of the opium seized. It 
would be fair to give credit to the 
Ministers not only for their conduct 
in these matters, but for the bene- 
ficial legislation of several years 
past— for the Reform Acts, the 
Corporation Acts, the Poor-laws, 
the Tithe Act, the Registration of 
Births, the changes of me Criminal 
Laws, and the union of the Cana- 
das. With respect to their Bud- 
get, it had many merits, but cer- 
tainly not that of originality ; for 
its leading features would be found 
in a pamphlet attributed to Sir 
James Graham, on Corn and Cur- 
rency, which had gone through 
four editions. He hoped that Sir 
James, when he returned to office, 
would return to his old opinions. 
After some pleasantries in reference 
to Sir Robert Peel’s sketch of a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer fish- 
ing for a Budget, he concluded 
with a declaration that he would 
not rest by day or by night from 
worrying his opponents to carry 


[179 

out the principles for which he 
had now been contending. 

Mr. Sbarman Crawford denied 
the existing Corn-laws to be for 
the advantage of the agricultural 
interest in gener&L They bene- 
fit ted the landlords only, not the 
tenants, nor the labourers. He 
found fault with some omissions in 
the Address, but declined to support 
the amendment. 

Mr. Cobden thought that if 
gentlemen on the other side did 
not choose to answer the speeches 
in favour of the Address, that was 
no reason why the friends of the 
Budget should not do their duty 
by stating their opinions. He 
would express his own hostility to 
the taxes upon food, upon the sub- 
sistence of honest, struggling, 
working people. It pressed upon 
them in an infinitely heavier pro- 
portion than on the rich, for the 
family of a man worth 20,0001. 
a year scarcely consumed more 
bread than the family of the poor- 
est labourer. It was alleged on 
behalf of the Corn-laws that they 
protected the labourer— that the 
object of the manufacturers in 
seeking a repeal of the Corn-laws 
was to effect a reduction in the 
labourers wages. No: the real 
object of the manufacturers was 
to increase trade ; that would in- 
crease the demand for labour, and 
with the demand the wages of 
labour roust also be increased. 
There was no connexion between 
a high price of food and a high 
price of labour, except perhapsin 
agricultural districts, where the 
stipend of the labourer in dear 
seasons received some addition, as 
matter of charity. The reports 
produced at the recent conference 
of ministers at Manchester exhibi- 
ted a lamentable account of the 
diminution in the people's means 
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of subsistence. Those ministers 
were now praying in their respec- 
tive places of worship, that the 
hearts of the legislature might he 
turned. If it was criminal to 
steal a man and make him work 
for nothing, it was equally criminal 
to steal from a free man the fair 
reward of his labour, and the House 
should beware how it enlisted in 
such a cause the teachers of relig- 
ion. This was surely a subject 
that might claim priority over a 
question, whether a gentleman on 
one side or a gentleman on the 
other should he a Minister of the 
Crown. He would quote a passage 
from Mr. Huskisson in order that 
the real opinions of that statesman 
might he more accurately known, 
that Sir Robert Peel might not 
fancy he wore Mr. Huskisson's 
mantle, when in fact he was but 
putting on his cast-off garments. 
The passage in question went to 
show that the repeal of the Corn- 
laws would not necessarily injure 
the landed interest. It was happy 
for the couutry that no Ministers 
could go on without money, and 
money they could not have, except 
in a prosperous state of the mer- 
cantile and manufacturing classes. 

Mr. H. Baillie expressed his be- 
lief that the distress of the people 
was rather to he attributed to the 
increase of machinery: if he thought 
it was owing to the Corn-laws, he 
would vote for their repeal. 

Mr. Brotherton advocated an 
opposite view. 

Mr. H. Grattan said, that at no 
one election in Ireland had there 
been any expression of determina- 
tion to maintain the Corn-laws— a 
si<m that the Irish would make 
great personal sacrifices to show 
their disapprobation of the threat- 
ened change of Ministry. It was 
not respectful to the Crown to say 


that you would give no answer to 
its Message until it should have I 
dismissed its messengers. The 
party opposite boasted of their 
majority ; it had been returned by 
bribery, it had been returned bjr 
intimidation. He called on Sir 
Robert Peel to keep his followers 
in order ; but apprehended that the 
right honourable Baronet, like 
Acteon, was likely to be eaten 
up by his own hounds. Mr. Grat- 
tan complained of irregularities at 
several elections, and of the em- 
ployment of military, with an en- 
thusiasm and energy which occa- 
sioned a good deal of cheering and 
laughter. At one election, said 
he, an officer stated, that appre- 
hending a riot, he had ordered oat 
"Justice to Ireland;" and being 
asked what he meant by justice to 
Ireland, he answered, M A six- 
pounder/' The party who were 
now declaring war against Ireland 
had better beware of America. 

He would not fight the battle of 
such a party against an American, 
or any other external invasion. 

He censured the ingratitude of the 
English people to the Whig Minis- 
try, and trusted that bis own coun- 
trymen would ever be united in the 
cause of civil and religious freedom. 

After a few words from lord 
Worsley and Mr. Hastie, the de- 
bate was again adjourned on the 
motion of Lord Sandon. 

Lord Sandon, who opened the 
adjourned debate on the following 
evening, began by contending that 
the question of free-trade was not 
that upon which Parliament was 
sent to the country ; for if a single 
defeat were a sufficient motive for 
the dissolution, the Minister* had 
often had that motive before. ^ It , 
was the distinct condemnation im- | 
plied in the vote of want of con- I 
fidence which really obliged the | 
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Ministers to dissolve, and that 
biii therefore was the question actually 

$ submitted to the country. Speak- 

in ing for himself, he could truly say 

kgs that he appealed to his constituents 

to know whether they approved of 
s t 1 the Government's Irish Adminis- 

■yj tration, of their conduct with re- 

yx spect to the Church, and the dis- 

r# i trihution of patronage and xnagis- 

■M terial appointments: questions 

Jfc more deeply and permanently 

■$& affecting the interests of men than 

"cite the questions whether a sliding- 

r:i scale should he preferred to a fixed 

Si duty, and whether Brazil sugar 

&sot i should be admitted at one time or 

s^i another; and the verdict of the 

tits people was given on these ques- 

orisii tions. He believed, indeed, that 

it also intimated that the people 
were not satisfied with the propo- 
I ' >4 ‘ sitions of Government ; though he 

,«< did not mean to say, that in return- 
^ ing him, who preferred the sliding 
I j ^ duty to the fixed duty, they ex- 

^ pressed any opinion on that point ; 

yet he did believe, that they gave 
j ^ the negative to the proposition of 
Ministers for the total abolition of 
the Corn-laws. They might be, 
^ and he believed they were, divided 
,^1 on the mode and degree of protec- 
tion; hut he believed that the 
Tgj; great majority were entirely united 
^ 3 ( on the principle that domestic and 
^ colonial produce were entitled to 
protection. He was not insensible 
0} to the sufferings of the people, but 
he thought that the question of 
c,t measures like these could be more 
safely intrusted to others than the 
' , present Ministry. Lord Sandon 
pointed with satisfaction to the 
Ljfj *** the price of sugar was 
j\ «till low: showing, contrary to 
p the predictions of the opposite party 

in the debate on the Sugar duties, 
, f that there was an increased 
pP wpply from the West Indies, 


Mr. M. Gibson expressed his 
disbelief that Lord Sandon really 
represented the opinions of Liver- 
pool, but being admonished by the 
Speaker that it was irregular to 
make such au assertion respecting 
a Member of Parliament, he qua- 
lified what he had said on that 
point. He then complained of the 
doubt and uncertainty in which 
the country was left as to the 
policy intended to be pursued by 
Sir Robert Peel on his succeeding 
to the Government, which, he 
said, were much more likely to 
produce those injurious effects upon 
trade and commerce which were 
imputed to Ministerial agitation. 
He referred to the declaration of 
the Duke of Richmond in the 
House of Lords, that if the new 
Minister should attempt to intro- 
duce anything like the measures of 
the Whig Government, the landed 
interest would drive him from 
power. He, Mr. Gibson, however 
could not believe that the right 
honourable Baronet, if he came 
into office, would abandon that 
sound principle which he had so 
emphatically laid down at the time 
of introducing the Roman Catholic 
Relief Bill — that of yielding to 
the pressure of the times, and con- 
ceding when no longer able to re- 
sist. Surely he could not shut his 
eyes to the fact, that at the present 
moment, such was the state of our 
commercial interests, so great was 
the distress and difficulty of obtain- 
ing employment for the labouring 
classes, and such was the spirit of 
discontent and disaffection growing 
up in the country, that he would 
be unable to resist the repeal of 
the Corn-laws, and the relaxation 
of our commercial code. Mr. 
Gibson cited the testimony of an 
American gentleman, Mr. Curtis, 
to show that the chief thing sought 
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in the repeal of the Corn-laws was 
not reduction of prices, but the 
means of exchange with other 
countries. He acquitted the sup- 
porters of the Corn-laws of sinister 
motives ; but it was an unfortunate 
coincidence that the peculiar inter- 
ests in that House were 90 nearly 
allied with the preservation of those 
monopolies— they were told that 
the Corn-laws produced permanent 
employment for a large portion of 
the population : but how stood the 
fact ? The fact was, that the Corn- 
laws did not even afford the means 
of giving employment for the 
agricultural population. If they 
referred to the state of the popula- 
tion between 1821 and 1831, the 
ten years included in the last cen- 
sus, it would be found that while 
the population of the whole country 
had greatly increased, the number 
of persons engaged in agricultural 
pursuits had diminished to no less 
an extent than 17,000 families. 
This was a very remarkable fact, 
if they looked to the circumstance 
that the population of the whole 
country had greatly increased. It 
should also be recollected that the 
Poor-law Commissioners in their 
Reports stated that pauperism ex- 
isted in a much greater extent in 
the agricultural than in the manu- 
facturing districts. Even if it 
were found that the Corn-laws 
afforded ample employment for the 
agricultural portion of the popula- 
tion of the country, what advantage 
could possibly arise in thus keeping 
in employment one class of the 
community by keeping another 
class out of employment? No 
doubt gentlemen opposite were 
fully justified in discussing the 
question of want of confidence; 
but it was not respectful to the 
country to pass over the question 
Q f the Corn-laws, which pressed 
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so heavily on its great interests, b 
From the general avoidance of the 2 : 
subject, however, it almost seemed fo 
as if that silence had been planned ( ri 
and arranged at the great divan, 1 % 
which, according to the newspaper!, | Hi 
assembled at Sir Robert Feel’s | ti 
house on the previous Sunday. 1 1 
Mr. Borthwick contended that a] 

the present question was suhstan- b 

tially one of confidence in the 
Ministry: at the proper time he a 
undertook to show that the existing 
distress had no connexion with the ^ 
Corn-laws. The question before b 
the House was not whether they a 
should discuss the Corn-laws, hot $ 
how they were to arrive at a dis- 1 
cussion* The present Ministry b 

were obstacles to it, and they must b 
be removed before the subject could b 
be fairly dealt with. The distress 
was owing to their conduct, in i< 
neglecting practical matters while 'i 
they were wrapped up in theorem- A 
cal abstractions. Look at Spam ti 
and Portugal, where they had lost l 
a market for manufactures of a 

14,000,000/. sterling, the amount 
which those countries used formerly a 
to take; while now they barely 4 
take enough to cover the pay 01 ^ 

the miserable legion* Mr. Borth- ti 
wick promised for Sir Robert Pori t 
that he would govern Ireland with j 
even-handed justice, and without | f 
mixing up theological and political ( 
questions. 0 

Mr. Smith O’Brien supported j 
the general policy of the Govern- tj 
ment. I ii 

Colonel Sibthorp made a hu- t 
morous speech against the Minis- t 
try, especially with reference to we ] 
appointment of Sir John Campbell j 
to the Chancellorship of Ireland. 1 

Mr. B. Eacott followed on the , 
same side in a discursive coalmen- 1 
tary on the remarks of otbe 1 i 
speakers. He deprecated Mr. Bo* 1 
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buck's imputing “ sordid and mean" 
motives to the impugners of the 
Poor-law, and his calling the agri- 
cultural interest “ the starvers of 
the poor.” He contrasted Lord John 
Russell's claims to the confidence 
of the country with those of Sir 
Robert Peel ; while the former 
talked of his regard for constitu- 
tional principles, the latter showed 
his regard for them rather by his 
acts than by his professions. 

The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer said, that if the Government 
had forfeited the confidence of the 
country because it had broken the 
engagements of Earl Grey's ad- 
ministration, there were two gen- 
tlemen opposite whom he should 
beg to pul into the criminal's box 
in company with the present 
Ministry: Lord Stanley and Sir 
James Graham : they shared the 
blame of the “ little war " in 
Antwerp, and the war in Spain ; 
they shared also in Parliamentary 
Reform, and even in the prelimi- 
nary steps of Municipal Reform. 

Mr. Baring defended Govern- 
ment from the easily-uttered charge 
of profligate expenditure. He 
quoted a return to show, that in 
the five yean preceding 1830 the 
average yearly expenditure was 
54,999,0001., while the average 
expenditure of Lord Melbourne’s 
Government, since their accession to 
office in 1835, was 52,148,0001. : a 
decrease of 2,450,0001. Or, taking 
the three years of the Duke of Wel- 
lington's Government, which exhi- 
bited an average of 53,462,000 1., 
the decrease appeared to be 
1.313,0001. ; or comparing the 
Duke of Wellington's average 
with the very expensive year just 
past, the decrease was 18,0001. 
When the Whigs came into office 
in 1831, the whole public debt 
was 838^49,0001* ; in 1831, in- 


cluding the 20,000,0001. of West- 
Jndian compensation, there was a 
decrease of a million ; or excluding 
it, the debt was 815,597,0001. 
He went on to explain that the 
use of the Savings Banks funds 
caused no insecurity : the depo- 
sitors had the same guarantees as 
the holders of the public stocks. He 
justified the policy of Government 
in getting rid of the cumbersome 
and delusive sinking-fund, by the 
increase which it had induced in 
the revenue ; in 1831, the revenue 
was 51,000,0001. and odd ; in 
1839, it was 51,927,0001., though 
taxation had been taken off to the 
extent of six millions. 

Mr. Goulbum combated these 
statements and inferences. By 
taking the average of the expen. 
diture in the five years ending 
with the Duke of Wellington's 
Administration, a delusion was 
practised : for that expenditure in 
the first year was at a very high 
amount, and it was continually 
decreasing: the proper point of 
comparison, therefore, would have 
been the last year under the 
Duke. The extravagance charge- 
able against the Ministers was not 
that they spent so much, but that 
they did not apportion their ex- 
penditure to their income. But 
Mr. Baring’s financial sagacity 
exceeded anything on record : he 
Baid that the Government had re- 
duced the debt by 13,000,0001. in 
ten years. Mr. Goulburn ex- 
plained this fallacy. At the time 
when he was Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, he brought into Par- 
liament an act which gave the 
power to the Commissioners for 
the National Debt to cancel por- 
tions of the debt on granting to 
the parties annuities for terms of 
years* The effect of this was to 
create a sinking-fund, which duni- 
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nished the amount of the capital 
of the debt, but increased the 
annual charge to which the coun- 
try was subjected. Suppose that 
these annuities were granted for 
twelve years, they were worth 
twelve years* purchase from the 
commencement only ; but the 
right honourable Gentleman va- 
lued these annuities still at twelve 
years’ purchase. Mr. Goulburn, 
having an additional charge to pro- 
vide for, took care so to regulate 
his financial income as to meet it. 
At the end of ten years they had 
two years still to run, and were in 
reality worth two years’ purchase 
instead of twelve ; and what did 
the right honourable Gentleman 
do ? Why, he conveniently took 
the difference as a material deduc- 
tion from the national burdens! 
Mr. Goulburn expressed his satis- 
faction that Mr. Baring had dis- 
abused the public mind as to any 
insecurity in the Savings Banks: 
but he objected to Mr. Baring’s 
conduct in that matter. The 
Savings Banks had the power of 
vesting the monies received by 
them in any security which they 
might think most eligible, and 
morever, if they invested them 
in Exchequer-bills, of ransoming 
them, and requiring the Govern- 
ment to furnish them with new 
stock, which must be added to the 
principal of the Funded Debt of 
the country. This power was 
given with a view to meet the 
cases of Exchequer-bills which 
from time to time it became neces- 
sary to fund, but not to enable a 
Government artificially to provide 
a temporary revenue without the 
knowledge of Parliament. Yet 
this was the course to which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
resorted; and the money thus ob- 
tained from the Savings Banks 


was applied to the current ex- 
penses of the year. 

Mr. Wakley ridiculed the way 
in which the public accounts were 
kept, so that one gentleman could 
prove a gain and another a loss at 
the same time. He then aigued 
at considerable length to show 
that the Ministers were entitled 
to a hearing of their measures in 
the new Parliament, which Sir 
Robert Peel claimed and obtained 
to its fullest extent in 1835, 
though beaten from the first in 
division after division. By doing 
otherwise now — by setting the 
royal Speech at nought— the ma- 
jority were acting to the injury of 
monarchical institutions. However, 
Sir Robert Peel should have no 
factious opposition from him. If 
Sir Robert Peel avoided bad ad- 
vice, be might do incalculable 
benefit ; but if he went on in the 
old Tory track, he would raise up 
a great national party to oppose 
him. Mr. Wakley recommended 
a revision of the Currency Bill of 
1819 : a debt had been contracted 
in paper which the nation wss 
now called on to pay in gold. 
But if Sir Robert Peel should 
come into office, who were to be 
his colleagues ? Did he agree 
with Sir James Graham about 
currency? or with Lord Stanley 
about Ireland? Mr. Wakley ad- 
vised Sir Robert Peel to administer 
soothing medicine to Ireland ; and 
commended the Poor-law to hii 
serious attention. 

After this speech the debate was 
again adjourned. 

It was resumed on the following 
night by Mr. Viliiers. He attri- 
buted the silence of the Conserv- 
ative party on the topic of the Corn- 
laws, to an apprehension enter- 
tained by them, that at this critical 
moment the open profesrioft 
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their opinions might disgust the 
country. He believed their ma- 
jority was owing to one section of 
the popular party, to the Chartists 
and the paupers, who wished to 
make them the instruments of 
chastising the other section. He 
believed with Mr. Roebuck, that 
the Ministers had lost their power 
chiefly by having failed to fulfil 
their promises to the popular party, 
though he thought that too much 
had been made of Lord John Rus- 
sell's unguarded expression about 
finality. However, that noble 
Lord had gone far to redeem him- 
self by his conduct upon the new 
measures of finance. The oppo- 
site party were coming in upon 
the ground of resistance to the 
principles of commercial freedom, 
and to such a party he could not 
give his support. He then read, 
from statements produced at the 
Manchester Conference, some de- 
tails, showing an increase of mor- 
tality in certain manufacturing 
districts, which he ascribed to the 
want of food. Whenever the 
price of provisions rose, wages re- 
maining the same, the labourer 
had less to spend in those coarser 
manufactures which they usually 
consumed, and by the consequent 
discontinuance of orders for goods, 
the manufacturing operatives were 
thrown out of employ. He then 
controverted the opinions expressed 
by Lord Stanley on the subject of 
protection to agriculture, in a 
speech lately addressed by him to 
Me constituents in Lancashire, and 
professed his own inability to un- 
derstand, why it should be better 
for a country to encourage a popu- 
lation dependant on landlords than 
cm manufacturers. Hebelievedthat 
the opinions he now supported had 
gained ground in the oountry, and 
Sir Ruben Pud, who possessed 


great moral influence over his 
party, would be under a propor- 
tionate responsibility for the course 
which should be taken on this im- 
portant subject. 

Lord F. Egerton bore a general 
testimony to the distresses of the 
manufacturing population, but be 
apprehended that on the question 
of the remedy there was hardly 
less difference between the Minis- 
ters and the Conservatives, than 
between the Ministers and the 
whole-length abolitionists who sup- 
ported them. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had complained 
that no explanations were given in 
this debate of the future policy of 
the Conservative party, that they 
were performing the play of Ham- 
let with that character omitted. 
But, for his own part, he did not 
wish the play got up at all till 
there should be a new company of 
performers. He then, in a grace- 
ful allusion to Lord Morpeth, to 
whose defeat in Yorkshire he ap- 
plied the lines, 

“ Nec te tua plurima, Pantbeu, 
Labentem pietas, nec Apollinia infills, 
texit.” 

—inferred the people's disapproval 
of the Whig Government, since 
neither private character, nor pub- 
lic worth and talent could compen- 
sate in their eyes for the one defect 
of belonging to that Ministry. 

Mr. O'Connell said, he stood 
there the representative of two 
of the largest agricultural counties 
of Ireland, containing more than a 
million of people, who had returned 
him with full knowledge of his 
opinions cm the Corn-laws. The 
lahdlords supported those laws, so 
unjust to the operatives, for the 
purpose of increasing their own 
rents, and then affected a sym- 
pathy with the people. He would 
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only agree even to the 8s. duty, 
as an instalment, till he could get 
rid of all protection whatever. 
The present law was douhly ini- 
quitous, as it raised prices, and at 
the same time diminished the vent 
for manufactures. He was weary 
of experiments on the poor. He 
had heard of a man who com- 
plained that nothing would fatten 
his horse, though he had tried 
tobacco, and twenty other things. 
A friend asked him, “ Did you 
ever try oats?” He wished the 
legislature would try the people 
with bread. He then expatiated 
upon the benefits which, he said, 
the present Ministry had conferred 
on the nation, in the mitigation 
of the criminal law ; in the dimi- 
nution of the stamp duties on 
periodical publications ; in the 
lowering of the postage; in the 
reduction of onc-fourth of the 
tithes — a step, he hoped, towards 
their total abolition; in the destruc- 
tion of rotten-boroughs and self- 
elected corporations ; in the eman- 
cipation of 100,000 slaves ; in the 
improved and conciliatory adminis- 
tration of Ireland. What had the 
Tories done for a liberty-loving 
people } They had been the uni- 
form opponents of civil and reli- 
gious freedom ; they had been the 
especial foes of Irish rights. Eng- 
land boasted her resistance to 
Charles the 1st and James the 
2nd ; but the Tory party were 
the supporters of both. They had 
not, however, yet got the crown 
into their custody— they, the in- 
ventors of so many disloyalties 
against their queen — a party, the 
curse of mankind. Never were 
there such gpross briberies as at the 
recent elections. Much of their 
success the Tories owed to their 
hatred of Ireland, and much to 
the sordid selfishness by which 
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the farmers had been persuaded 
that their interests were knit up 
with those of their landlords. He 
inveighed against Orangetsm in 
Ireland, and complained of the 
insignificant proportion of Irish 
voters to Irish population. If 
the new Minuter should exercise 
his patronage fairly, he would lose 
his Orange supporters ; if unfairly, 
he would, if not lose Ireland, de- 
serve to lose her. Bat bis power 
might not be of long endurance. 
Power was in its nature unpo- 
pular ; and the millions without 
the franchise would make them- 
selves felt Never did party come 
into power under greater difficult 
ties ; man’s infirmity was God’s 
opportunity, and justice to Ireland 
would at length be compelled. 

The two most interestingspeecbes 
delivered in this long debate were 
those with which it concluded, the 
speeches of Sir Robert Peel and 
Lord John Russell; the former, 
now standing on the threshold of 
office, the latter, addressing the 
House, in his last words as a 
Minister of the Crown. The abi- 
lity of these orations, and the great 
importance of the statements which 
they contained, the one f as the pro- 
gramme of the future Govern- 
ment, the other as the vindication 
of that which had for so long 
directed the councils of the nation, 
demand a more expanded view of 
their contents than we have been 
able to afford to the arguments of 
the other speakers. 

Sir Robert Peel began by com- 
menting in terms of severe repro- 
bation on the language used by 
the Member for Dublin. He said 
he would have felt more acutely 
the vituperation of Mr. O'Connell, 
if those very men, whom he de- 
scribed as having done so much 
good to Ireland, had not been 
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loaded with it. If that party had 
acted so well to Ireland, why did 
Mr. O'Connell come down to the 
House night after night, and in- 
crease their difficulties, denouncing 
their measures to the country by 
every calumnious expression which 
an imagination fertile in calumny 
could invent? Sir Robert Peel 
soon dismissed this topic ; regret- 
ting that he had been provoked to 
the use of irritating expressions, 
as he desired to discuss the great 
question before the House in a 
temper worthy of the occasion. 
For ten years he had conducted an 
onposition to Government and 
ultimately expressed his direct 
condemnation of it, with the ab- 
sence of every expression of acri- 
monious or personal hostility. Now 
that that opposition was likely to 
be attended with success, it was 
not the time to be betrayed into a 
different tone. Sir Robert Peel 
contemplated the difficulties which 
the aspect of public affairs pre- 
sented, with no unmanly shrink- 
ing, but with a sense of the awful 
responsibility which public office 
involves. Briefly noticing some 
points in the earlier portion of the 
speech, he rejoiced in the cessation 
of the estrangement from France. 
He hoped the reconciliation w ould 
be more than nominal. He had 
read with the utmost satisfaction 
M. Guisot’s frank declaration, re- 
cently made of the pleasure he felt 
at the good understanding between 
France and the powers of Europe. 
What, indeed, was the first in- 
terest to which it behoved Eu- 
ropean powers to attend ? 

“Is not the time come when 
the powerftil countries of Europe 
should reduce those military ar- 
maments which they have so sedu- 
lously raised? Is not the time 
cone when they should be pre- 


pared to declare that there is no 
use in such overgrown establish- 
ments ? What is the advantage 
of one power greatly increasing 
its army or navy ? Does it not 
see, that if it proposes such in- 
crease for self-protection and de- 
fence, the other powers would 
follow its example ? The conse- 
quence of this state of things must 
be, that no increase of relative 
strength will accrue to any one 
power, but there must be a uni. 
versal consumption of the resources 
of every country in military pre- 
parations. They are in fact depriv- 
ing peace of half its advantages, 
and anticipating the energies of war 
whenever they may be required* 
1 do not mean to advocate any 
romantic notion of each nation 
trusting with security the pro- 
fessions of its neighbour; but if 
each country were to commune 
with itself, and ask, ‘ What is at 
present the danger of foreign in- 
vasion, compared to the danger of 
producing dissatisfaction and dis- 
content, and curtailing the com- 
forts of the people by undue 
taxation?’ the answer must be 
this, that the danger of aggression 
is infinitely less than the danger 
of those sufferings to which the 
present exorbitant expenditure 
must give rise. The interest of 
Europe is not that any one country 
should exercise a peculiar influ- 
ence, but the true interest of 
Europe is to come to some one 
common accord, so as to enable 
every country to reduce thoee 
military armaments which belong 
to a state of war rather than of 
peace. I do wish that the councils 
of every country (or that the pub- 
lic voice and mind, if the councils 
did not) would willingly propagate 
such a doctrine.” 

Nothing could be more un* 
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founded than the belief which Sir ment. He adhered to his de- Sir 

Robert Peel considered to be too termination, not prematurely to k 

popular in France, that the old develope his plans for remedying i| 

feeling of national hostility still the financial embarrassments of the ii»l 

prevailed in this country. There country : a determination which pal 

was no other wish but that France had been sanctioned by the late h 

should consolidate the free insti- elections. He protested, however, in 

tutions by which she is governed, against the assumption that he ta 

and advance in science, in the arts, was adverse to the removal of sit 

and in commerce. He hoped that restrictions on commerce, or hostile k 

the time had gone by when public to the principles of Free-trade, its 

men could be influenced by the impu- because he opposed the individual h 

tation that they were afraid of war. measures of the Government ; he lit 

“ You can't conduct war as protested against the principles of * 

Bonaparte did: no power in Eu- Free-trade being tried by any such h 

rope can do it : you can't make the test He had proved his attach* » 

country you conquer bear the price ment to those principles so early is 

of the conquest The thing is as 1825 , when he was entrusted 

impossible. With states, as with with the preparation of the Speech k 

individuals, that most unpleasant from the throne, which recoin- $ 

day the day of reckoning comes mended the removal of restrictions s 

round $ and when, in their sober on commerce — further, carrying i 

moments, men calculate the rela- out the policy of Mr. Huskisson. q 

tive advantages of immense arma- He had supported Mr. Labonchere's « 

ments, and the illusions of military measure to prevent the necessity ^ 

glory, with the cost of the taxes of carrying coffee round by the £ 

to pay for such exploits, they come Cape of Good Hope ; another for ^ 

to take a calmer and more discreet regulating the duties on East and tl 

view of the comparative ad van- West Indian produce ; and he had t| 

tages than they could be expected not made any formidable objections 9 

to do in the moment of excitement, to another for the free importation p 

The expression of these sentiments of provisions and lumber into the r 

is perfectly consistent with an West Indies. No rational objec- 3 

earnest determination, if occasion tion could be urged to the removal $ 

should require it, to risk anything of duties, trifling in amount, but \ 

that the honour and interests of vexatious to commerce. He could 1 

the country may require." not acquiesce in the terms of the 11 

Sir Robert Peel regretted the Address, however, because it was f 

omission of all mention of the so framed as to solicit an opinion in \ 

United States in the Speech, favour of the three particular mea- p 

because it seemed to show that suresoftheBudgQt,andacquiescence c 

there was nothing agreeable to might be construed into approval of i 

say ; and though he did not press the details of those measures. Sir 1 

for an answer tohfr.Roebuck’sques- Robert Peel then repeated several 1 

tions, (concerning Mr. M‘ Leod's objections which bad been urged I 

affair) he could not regard Vis- against the proposed change in the 

count Palmerston's explanation ei- Timber and Sugtur-duties. A de- | 

ther as full or satisfactory. He spatch of Lord John Russell's had j 

then passed to the questions imme- just been published in which ho i 

diately connected with the amend- promised to send 100,0004 a ye** 1 
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for the fortification of Canada. 
Sir Robert Peel did not say it was 
improper to do so ; but if it were 
right, then it indicated a state of 
ublic feeling wbich justified bis 
eatation in increasing the em- 
barrassments of the Canadian go- 
vernment! wbich Lord Sydenham 
said the alteration of the Timber- 
duties would do. Then with 
respect to the Sugar-duties ; it had 
been said, that he meant to confirm 
himself in power by proposing 
measures such as those which he 
had opposed ; he contemplated no 
such thing/ Seeing that they had 
intended to admit the sugar of 
Cuba and Brazil at a differential 
duty of 12s., — that they had made 
no stipulation with those countries 
in respect to slavery ; that the pro- 
mised increased supply from the 
East and West Indies had given 
assurance of a reduction in the 
price, he thought the proposed 
change impolitic. Mr. Labouchere 
had quoted details to show that 
the supply had decreased ; but 
why had he omitted the last three 
months in the calculation ? The 
price of sugar in September 1840, 
was 58$. 4d. ; in January last, 
50$. 10*/. ; then, it was 38$. 2d. At 
the same time, the consumption 
bad increased; during the three 
months ending the 5th of August, 
1840, the consumption of British 
Plantation and Mauritius Sugar 
was 937,000 cwt. ; in the same 
period this year, it was 992,000 
cwt Sir Robert Peel now came 
to the Corn-laws; and in order 
that there might be no mistake, 
he referred to the language which 
he had used before the dissolution : 

4 ‘ I said that, on consideration, 
I bad formed an opinion, which 
intervening consideration has not 
induced me to alter, that the prin- 
ciple of a graduated scale was 


preferable to that of a fixed and 
irrevocable duty : but I said then, 
and I say now — and in doing so I 
repent the language wbich I held 
in 1839 — that I will not bind 
myself to the details of the exist- 
ing law, but will reserve to myself 
the unfettered discretion of consi- 
dering and amending that law. I 
hold the same language now : but 
if you ask me whether I bind 
myself to the maintenance of the 
existing law in its details, or if you 
say that that is the condition on 
which the agricultural interest 
give me their support, I say that 
on that condition I will not accept 
their support.** 

Would any man of common 
sense debar himself from amend- 
ing the mode of taking the ave- 
rages } He had been taunted for 
not declaring his plans; but had 
he explained in May what could 
not possibly he carried into effect 
before October, his opponents 
throughout the country would 
have been engaged in condemning 
his plan ; and had he deviated 
from it in the smallest degree, 
they would have reproached him 
with the difference between his 
promise and his performance. As 
a proof that the Ministers felt 
that they ought not to have asked 
for his plan, he poiuted to their 
having allowed him a year to con- 
sider what he would do with the 
Poor-law. “ But,” it was said, 
" Tell us what your pivot will 
he?” “ Suppose I had done so, 
and proceeded afterwards to form 
a Government. I must, I presume, 
have informed her Majesty that 
the great principle of the Govern- 
ment was involved in an adherence 
to my pivot. I was to go to each 
colleague to ask him to assent to 
belong to the new Government; 
but I was to tell him, * There is 
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one irrevocable principle to which 
you must subscribe — not merely 
an alteration of the Corn-laws— 
not a preference of the graduated 
scale over a fixed duty — but this 
precise and particular mode of 
taking the averages, and this par- 
ticular pivot and price, are finally 
determined upon, and from that 
you cannot depart, because I have 
publicly pledged myself to it : I 
leave a blank for the name/ Can 
any reasonable man gravely say 
that was the course I ought to 
have pursued?” 

And what was the question be- 
tween him and the Government ? 
Both started from the principle of 
protection ; but the arguments 
against the sliding-duty, as a tax 
upon the income of the poor man, 
were equally applicable to the 8*. 
fixed duty. And what would be 
the satisfaction of an intermediate 
settlement of the Corn-law ques- 
tion? He doubted, to borrow 
Lord John Russell’s phrase, the 
finality of such a settlement. If 
a bad harvest were to take place, 
would they rigorously exact the 
8s. fixed duty in September or 
October. (An hon. Member said 
“ Yes. M ) u You would ! Then 
I publicly notify to the country, 
upon the authority of a great 
manufacturer and a stern free- 
trader, that be corn at the price 
of 80*., or 90s . or 100s., his rigid 
adherence to the principles and 
doctrines of free-trade will compel 
him to exact the duty of 8s. ! No 
matter what may be the distress 
that prevails— no matter what may 
be the extent of privation — no 
matter what the amount of suf- 
fering, yet still the 8*. duty 
must be exacted — there is no 
power to remit it. [Repeated 
cheers .] In vain would it be to 
show that under the existing scale 


it would have been admitted at 
1 *.” 

But notwithstanding all that 
parade of principle, in point of 
fact the duty could not be main- 
tained under such circumstances. 
He had great doubts, too, whe- 
ther the fixed duty would cause 
the expected fixity in price: in 
those countries where there was 
no Corn-law in operation, the 
price fluctuated* Take the State 
of New York as an example: 

“ In November, 1834, the price 
of the Winchester quarter of eight 
bushels was 33a. 4d. ; in October 

1836, it was 54*.; in January 

1837, it was 63*. ; in June 1839, 
it was 67*. 4d. ; and in October 
1839— mark, in the same year— 
it was 39*. 6d . Thus, in the State 
of New York alone, in the course 
of six months, the price of oom 
varied from 67*. 4 <L to 39*. M. 
Whence arose that fluctuation? 
how was it to be accounted for, 
unless by the nature of the inter- 
vening harvest producing so im- 
mense a variation? In January, 
1837, when corn was 63*. a quar- 
ter in New York, it was only 
55*. 6d. in England, and in Octo- 
ber, when it was 64*. in New 
York, it was only 45*. 9d. here." 

If be thought that the Repeal 
of the Corn-laws could be an 
effectual remedy for the distress of 
the manufacturing districts, the 
recital of which bad caused him 
much pain, he should recommend 
it as essential to the welfare of 
the agriculturists themselves; but 
he could not come to that conclu- 
sion. He took, he owned, but a 
gloomy view of the subject: he 
feared that legislation could not 
guard against the recurrence of 
such distress ; that some of it was 
due to the sudden invention and 
application of machinery. In the 
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u Report of the Poor-law Commis- 
sion, in 1835, Dr. Kay described 
b a moat extraordinary increase of 

3 manufacturing power in Lanca- 

$ shire ; within two years, mechanic 

ia cal power equal to 7,500 horses 

o was brought into play, and 90,000 

a t new hands, with an outlay of 
; i 3,700,000/. Hence an extraor- 

;i dinary accumulation of people on 

} the spot: then human ingenuity 

a discovered some machinery to cur- 

tail manual labour, and thousands 

3 were thrown out of employment. 

$ That process, coupled with the 

t* checks given to trade by ware in 

u Syria and China, and disturbances 

ii in Europe, would account for 

yi much distress without the Com- 

s V laws. He then alluded sarcastic- 

£ jg ally to Mr. Wakley’s sentimental 

4 loyalty, which would restrict the 
House of Commom from doing its 
duty, by submitting its opinion to 

$ the Throne, for fear of contraven- 
jj, ing the private wishes of the Sove- 
j rei^n. He recapitulated the op- 
** position by which he was turned 
.j out of office in 1835, maintaining 
that his position was then quite 
j different from that of the Govern - 
t!> ment at present, since they had 
^ two years ago pronounced their 
^ own opinion that they had not 
^ sufficiently the confidence of the 
^ House for the satisfactory per- 

^ formance of their duties ; whereas 

' | he had only remained long enough 
^ to ascertain the decision of the 
^ House. He firmly believed that 
^ the Ministers* retention of office 
^ had weighed with the people at 
^ the late election: it compromised 
^ the prerogative of the Sovereign 
r so to retain power, because it ex- 
■ } hibited the prerogative without ita 
influence ; it also exhibited 
p the House of Commons as wanting 
0 in its just influence, when it could 
* thwart the measures and censure 


the acts, but oould not decide the 
fate of a Ministry. The judgment 
of the people bad been pronounced 
against that unconstitutional course. 
The result was to be expected— 
the resignation of the present Go- 
vernment. “ It is not for me to 
speculate what may be the result 
of that ; others have speculated 
upon it. 1 contemplate with calm- 
ness, without anxiety, nay with 
confidence, whatever may be the 
result. If power do not devolve 
upon me, 1 shall make no com- 
plaint. If power do devolve upon 
me, I shall accept it with the con- 
sciousness that I have gained it by 
direct and constitutional means, 
and that 1 owe it to the voice of the 
people of this country, and to the 
favour of the Sovereign. 1 am 
told that in the exercise of that 
power I must be the instrument 
of maintaining opinions and feel- 
ings which I myself am disposed 
to repudiate. With my views of 
government— with my views of the 
obligations which it imposes, the 
duties which it entails, the sacri- 
fices it involves— I am little dis- 
posed to add to those sacrifices by 
accepting with it a degrading and 
dishonourable station. I am told 
that I must necessarily he the in- 
strument of effecting objects in Ire- 
land which I myself disapprove. I 
am asked whether I dare affront my 
associates and partisans. The hon . 
Member for Meath has alluded to 
the conduct of a public functionary 
in Ireland, who, he said, had 
offered an insult to the religious 
feelings of his fellow-countrymen 
by some public act of an offensive 
nature. I am not afraid of ex- 
pressing my opinion with respect 
to acts like this; and I say at 
once that there is no man in this 
House— no Roman Catholic Mem- 
ber in this House— who heard with 
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deeper pain or deeper regret than some defect in their general policy: 

I did, that a gratuitous, an un- thus the American War was urged k 


provoked, and an unnecessary 
insult had been offered to the 
religious feeling of the people of 
Ireland. If I cannot gain power 
or retain it except by encouraging 
and favouring such feelings, I say 
at once, that the day on which I 
relinquish power, rather than de- 
fer to such feelings, will be ten 
times a prouder one than the day 
on which I obtained it. If I do 
accept office, it shall be by no in- 
trigue, it shall be by no unworthy 
concession of constitutional prin. 
ciple ; it shall be by no unnatural 
and factious combinations with 
men (honest I believe them to be) 
entertaining extreme opinions, but 
from whom I dissent. If I accept 
office, it shall be by walking in 
the open light and in the direct 
paths of the constitution. If I 
exercise power, it shall be upon 
my conception — perhaps imperfect, 
perhaps mistaken, but my sincere 
conception— of public duty. That 
power I will not hold unless I can 
hold it consistently with the main- 
tenance of my own opinions ; and 
that power I will relinquish the 
moment I am satisfied that I am 
not supported in the maintenance 
of them by the confidence of this 
House and the people of this 
country." 

The conclusion of Sir Robert 
PeeFs speech was marked by great 
cheering.. 

Lord John Russell did not com- 
plain of the motion which had 
been made, for he thought that 
the meeting of a new Parliament 
was the best opportunity for de- 
ciding the question involved in it ; 
but some adequate reasons ought 
to have been shown in support of 
it. When, heretofore, Ministers 
were directly attacked, it was on 


against Lord North; and a war e! 

with a formidable enemy, while ^ 

the naval preparations of the coun- ^ 

try were in an inadequate state, iar 

was the ground for such a motion 
against Mr. Addington. But the * 2 * 

policy of the present Ministers had sp 

been successful. When Earl Grey a 

pledged himself to peace, of course ici 

it only meant that the Govern- sag 

ment would act in the spirit of ^ 

peace ; and that policy had been lit 

maintained with success. “ In re- 
gard to the first question to which afe 

the honourable gentleman (Mr. Df 

Wortley) had alluded, the quei- fa 

tion of Belgium, that is a question %c 2 

which has been the motive for 
war and the source of disturbance 
to Europe from the days of Queen & \ 
Elizabeth and William the Third it ^ 
to the time of the French Revolu- ^ 
tion, and down to the dose of the ^ 
last war. That question had been 
by means of negotiations amicably t* ; 
settled, partly by the Government ^ 
of Earl Grey, but conduded by 
that of Viscount Mdbourne. The 5*, 

other questions alluded to by the ^ 

honourable gentleman were Portu- ^ 

gal and Spaint countries which H 

had also been the cause of in volt- ^ 

ing Europe in trouble and in war. ^ 

I am not here disposed to enter tjf 

into any argument in regard to 
the policy pursued towards those ^ 
two countries, hut I say that in 
both instances it was a success- 
ful policy. We were in favour ^ 

of placing Donna Maria on the ^ 

throne of Portugal : she was placed ^ 

on the throne of Portugal. We t* 

were in favour of the present 
Queen of Spain and of a free con- h* 

stitution, against the pretetyions ^ 

of Don Carlos and Absolutism: % 

the Queen is now on the throne, i 

and the Constitution exists in 

r. 
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Spain. We were of opinion that 
Mehemet Ali could no longer re- 
tain Syria: the chief Powers of 
Europe concurred with us in this 
respect, and the result of our 
policy was, that Mehemet Ali was 
deprived of Syria. In India at- 
tempts had been made to shake 
our power, and Dost Mahomed had 
been put forward as an instru- 
ment by which the safety of our 
possessions in that quarter were 
threatened: hostilities were under- 
taken, and Dost Mahomed is now at 
Calcutta, seeking refuge under the 
shelter of the British Government/' 
Of other transactions still in 
operation, the result, of course, 
could not be known. The Navy, 
the inefficiency of which had once 
been a charge against the Minis- 
ters, had disproved the charge on 
the coast of Syria. Lord John 
Russell then reviewed the conduct 
of Government in the Colonial de- 
partment. In Canada, represent- 
ative institutions accorded to the 
disaffected French, had created 
bickerings, and finally rebellion. 
That was successfully suppressed, 
rsther by the energy of the Gover- 
nor-general than by his cannon; 
the Whig Government had re- 
stored free institutions, and the 
Colony was well affected towards 
the Mother-country. At home, 
even in Ireland, there was loyalty, 
tranquillity, and obedience to the 
laws. It had not been shown that 
any great interest bad suffered at 
the hands of the Government. 
He then recapitulated the events 
connected with the Appropriation 
Clause. It was twice defeated in 
the House of Lords. The Minis- 
ters might then either have gone 
on proposing the Clause and being 
defeated, or taken the course they 
did. Mr. O'Connell said, that the 
Clause had ceased to excite much 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


interest in Ireland— so small a con- 
cession could only be valuable if 
carried soon after it was proposed 
in Parliament. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the Ministers chose 
what seemed to them best for 
Ireland. That, however, did not 
remove the great difference be- 
tween the Government and their 
opponents. Nothing had since 
occurred to show that Sir Robert 
Peel would be able to avoid 
placing the Government of Ire- 
land in the hands of an exasperated 
minority. The language used by 
his supporters, in speaking of the 
majority of the Irish people and 
their clergy, showed the feeling 
which stiff prevailed: in that very 
debate an honourable Member had 
been unable to help calling the 
crowd assembled before a hustings 
by any other name than “ savages." 

Mr. Roebuck had assailed the 
Ministers for different reasons; he 
said, that if they had gone on with 
Reform they would have retained 
the support of the country. 

“ We have opinions with regard 
to the consequences of another 
course; and we had our opinion 
with regard to the Reform Bill, 
and the danger of constant and 
perpetual changes, which led us 
to resist the changes proposed to 
us. If I were to tell the honour- 
able Member for Bath, should he 
profess violent Conservative opi- 
nions and give declaration against 
the Poor-law Bill and other decla- 
rations, like honourable gentlemen 
opposite, he would rise to a high 
station in the country, he would 
say, in reply, that such con- 
duct was contrary to his opi- 
nion and that he could not con- 
sistently support such measures. 
We tell him the same thing; and 
when he tells us, * Consider the 
course you took after the Reform 
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Bill; you lost the confidence of 
the Liberals, and did not gain the 

r od opinion of the Conservatives/ 
can say to him that we con* 
■tdezed the consequences as well as 
he did: we knew we could not 
expect to conciliate the Conserva- 
tive party to the policy of the 
pxesent Government t but it was 
the opinion of the Government 
that we could not, with our views, 
consistently and honestly support 
the plans which were proposed; 
and if any honourable gentleman 
•ays that if we had taken such and 
such step s, and had adopted such 
plans, we could have remained in 
office, and if our principles were 
opposed to such changes, I say 
* Welcome the consequences/ ” 
Lord John Russell ridiculed Sir 
Robert Pod's exclusive reserve and 
apprehension about his intentions 
as to the Corn-laws. 

“Now I am at some loss to 
conceive why the right honourable 
gentleman, taking every other 
matter into consideration — leaving 
himself at large with respect to 
almost every other matter— should 
be so determinedly wedded to this. 
He will not say to his Sovereign 
that he will adhere to the pivot ; 
but the address which he would 
make to hi 8 Sovereign or to this 
House would he this — ‘ To be sure, * 
I formerly stated, with regard to 
the Roman Catholics, that their 
admission to power would be the 
destruction of the Church and the 
ruin of the Constitution ; but they 
have been admitted y and the con- 
stitution goes on perfectly well. 
As to Reform iu Parliament, it 
was to be entirely destructive to 
the Monarchy and subversive of 
the interests of the Aristocracy: 
but it was passed, and still the 
constitution, somehow or other, 
flourishes under this plan, and 


none of those institutions which a 
were so threatened have suffered m 
in tho smallest degree; and so Ism xi 
satisfied with the measure of Re* *t 
form, and I mean to make it the ft 
guide of mv future conduct and 
the foundation of my future pro* ^ 

ceedings. The admission of the a 

Roman Catholics into Parliament t 

—the admission of Dissenters into *1 

offices— entire religious liberty— ft 

the change of the constitution of 
Parliament — the destruction of l 
fifty or sixty boroughs, and the a 
admission of numerous dames to k 
the exercise of the franchise— sre m 

trifling matters, on which s change fe 

of opinion may take place ; hut the ft 
sliding-scale is a principle which I ft 
never can or will give up: it ism k 
necessary, that come what may-* to 
be the change in the Coin-l»w sp 
what it may, the maintaining invio* * 
late the principle of the sliding* i 
scale is the great matter to whidi * 
I shall devote my attention.’ M 2 
Lord John Russell, however, ft 

was convinced that the sliding* s; 

scale was the root of all the evil. j 

Lord Ripon, in defending the & 

Corn-laws, had shown that, in j 

1 834-5-6, the duty was 47#. ; nci* ft 

ther more nor less than a pro* $1 

hibitory duty ; in 1837, the duty 3 

was 1 #. 7 d., and then 1,718,000 ft 

quarters of wheat were admitted, * 

1,740 times as much as in 1835-6. h 

It was impossible that there could * 

he any steadiness of trade under i *. 

such circumstances. He then quo- * 

ted returns, to show how the $ 

averages were tampered with by 
corn-jobbers with a sliding-scale* 

He admitted his belief, that the * 
8 *. duty could not be maintained * 
in a time of scarcity; hut then, ^ 
with a fixed duty, and the con* 4 
sequent regular trade, there very 4 
seldom would be an actual scarcity. 

The present system was so «*mn* / » 
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tially vicious in its nature that it 
ought to be abandoned, and we 
ought to go to a fixed duty of 8s. 
or any sum that Parliament might 
determine. He did not so much 
expect lower prices as additional 
employment for the people. He 
had no reason to suppose that Sir 
Robert Peel would refuse to put 
in practice those principles of free- 
trade of which he was the declared 
advocate. “ 1 am sure, if he does, it 
will be from the want of inclina- 
tion, not from the want of power ; 
for, as for any imputation of bis 
wanting any power to deal with 
the Corn-laws, as we proposed to 
deal with them, 1 think we may 
despise it I know not what course 
he may pursue, but the full re- 
sponsibility remains with him. The 
right honourable gentleman has no 
right to say, that he is shackled 
and thwarted by party-trammels, 
because it appears that the party 
to which he belongs could not 
mist liberal measures, if he were 
to propose them.” 

Lord John Russell, however, 

S ithered that there were various 
visions among the party to which 
Sir Robert Peel belonged; their 
organs of the press used the most 
contradictory language, and similar 
discrepancies were observed in the 
speeches at the elections. Mr. 
Stuart Wortley said, that one ob- 
ject of his party was to repeal the 
Poor-law; one of the many in- 
stances of a total difference of lan- 
guage between the leaders and 
followers. The Whigs, however, 
had the exclusive credit of harsh- 
ness in this matter. Other mis- 
representations had been used— 
they were said to be the enemies 
of the Church. He thus answered 
the charge : 

u We nave carried a Tithe-law, 
by which the property of the 


Church is made more secure ; by 
which the clergyman obtains a 
larger income without quarrel or 
dispute with his parishioners. We 
have also passed another law regu- 
lating the incomes of the higher 
clergy. And what have we done ? 
—reduced the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury to the miserable pittance 
of 15,000/. a year; cut down the 
Bishop of London to no more than 
10,000/. a year; the Bishop of 
Durham receives a wretched sti- 
pend of 8,000/. a year! These 
two Bills were our propositions ; 
and, on the other hand, when a 
proposition was made that really 
attacked the Church, we incurred 
the enmity of the Dissenters for 
opposing it/* 

He hoped that the party next 
in power would not suffer by simi- 
lar misrepresentations : and he 
finished his last Ministerial speech 
in these words : 

“ In conclusion, I am convinced 
that if this country is governed by 
enlarged and liberal councils, that 
its power and might will spread 
and increase, and its influence will 
become greater and greater, and 
liberal principles will prevail, and 
civilisation will be spread to all 
parts of the globe, and you will 
bless millions by your acts and 
mankind by your union/' ( Loud 
and continued cheering .) 

A division then took place, and 
the result was as follows : 

For the Ministerial Address 269 
Amendment . . . 360 

Majority against the Go- 

vernment ..... 91 

When the House of Commons 
met for the purpose of receiving 
the Report on the Amended 
Address, Mr. Sharman Crawford 
proposed another amendment, of 
which he had given notice, pur- 
CO 2] 
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porting that the distress deplored 
in the Speech was mainly at- 
tributable to the non-representa- 
tion of the people in Parliament, 
and that the House would feel it 
their duty to consider the means 
of so e&tending and regulating the 
suffrage aod tbe mode of its ex- 
ercise, as to give to the working- 
classes their just weight in legis- 
lation. “ He did not/* he said, 
“ desire universal suffrage, but a 
suffrage which would give a fair 
representation. From the want of 
this arose unjust wars, unjust 
legislation, unjust monopoly, of 
which the present Corn-laws were 
the most grievous instance. There 
was no danger in confiding the 
suffrage to the working-classes, 
who had a vital interest in the 
public prosperity, and had evinced 
the truest zeal for freedom.” He 
brought forward this motion as a 
test of the liberal feelings of tbe 
House ; it would show who were 
the friends of the people and who 
were not. 

General Johnson seconded the 
motion. 

Mr. Ward declined to support 
an amendment on so important a 
subject, brought forward at a mo- 
ment when virtually there was no 
Ministry in existence, and with- 
out any sufficient notice or consul- 
tation. It was an insult to the 
people so to deal with their cause, 
and a vote under such circum- 
stances would be no test of the 
strength of the Radical party. 
Sir Robert Peel was now the 
representative of tbe majority of 
the constituencies, and nis mea- 
sures ought to be heard before any 
steps of this nature should fa 
taken. He should, therefore re- 
tire before the division. 

Mr. Roebuck expressed bis in- 
tention to follow the same course. 


Sir Robert Peel ought to be tried ; ^ 

though it was to be feared be would I ^ 

fa found wanting. This was not ^ 
a question to be brought on by a ^ 
side-wind at the end of a tedious ^ 
debate. n 

Mr. Wallace, amid the cbeen ^ 
occasioned by the exit of these ^ 
Members, assured the gentlemen ^ 
opposite that wbat had just hap- 
pened was not to be taken as a ^ 
symptom of any divirion in the 
Radical party. They would be ^ 
found an united body when tbe ^ 
time for action should arrive. ^ 

Mr. T. Duncombe inveighed ^ 
against those foes in the guise of ^ 
friends, who had just declared their ^ 
intention of leaving the Reformers s ■ 
in tbe lurch. He justified the ^ 
motion of Mr. Crawford, and said ^ 
Sir Robert Peel would soon find „ 

that there would be no repose till < 
an extension of the franchise should - 

be carried. ^ 

Dr. Bowring and Mr. W. Wil- ^ 
liams said they would support tbe ^ 
motion. Mr. Protheroe and Mr. ^ 
Turner thought its introduction ^ 

unseasonable. Col. Rawdon said, ^ 

that as a statement of grievances • 
might constitutionally precede a : 
vote of supply, so it might fitly ^ 
precede a change of Administra- ^ 

tion. ^ 

The House then divided on Mr. 

S. Crawford's motion, which was 
negatived by 283 against 39. ^ 

At the next meeting of tbe 
House, Lord Marcus Hill appeared 
at the bar, and read the following ^ 
answer to the Address — j 

u It is the greatest satisfaction 
to me to find that the House w j 
Commons are deeply Bearihle of I 

the importance of those couitfera* • 

tions to which I directed (heir at* ^ 

tention in reference to the com* ^ 

merce and revenue of the country, 
and the laws which regulate the 
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trade in corn; and that, in de- 
dding on the course which it may 
be desirable to pursue, it will be 
their earnest desire to consult the 
U i* welfare of all classes of my subjects. 

“ Ever anxious to listen to the 
’ ~ 3 advice of my Parliament, I will 

5- take immediate measures for the 
formation of a new Administra. 
don." 

Kis The division on Mr. S. Wort- 
raa* ley's amendment had so unequi vo- 
ter <s oily declared the sense of the new 
tytis House of Commons upon the con- 
i 0 tinuance of the Whig Govern ment, 

!* ^ that no other course now remained 
iik? open to them but immediate re- 
tirement from office. Accordingly, 
kV* on the 30th of August, Viscount 
f* Melbourne, in the House of Lords, 
U* * rose and spoke as follows 
aid* “My Lords, I consider it my 
$$ duty to acquaint your Lordships, 
pa* that in consequence of the vote 
which was come to by the other 

0 House of Parliament on Saturday 
[ morning last, which was precisely 
$ 1 * similar in terms to a vote come to 
•■4 by your Lordsliips at an earlier 
kff‘ period of the weea, I have, on the 

1 f part of my colleagues and myself, 
r f tendered to her Majesty the resig- 
^ nation of the offices we hold; 
is* which resignation her Majesty has 

been graciously pleased to accept, 
and we now continue to hold those 
ti offices only till our successors are 
4 appointed." 

Th * House received this an- 
jt nouncement in perfect silence, and 
adjourned almost immediately af- 
terwards. 

$ On the same evening, in the 
4 House of Commons, Lord John 
4 Russell made a similar statement 
4 in nearly the same terms, but after- 
4 wards proceeded shortly to vindi- 
cate the course which had been 
4 recently pursued by the Govern- 
4 ment of which be was a member. 


He said, that it was the conviction 
of that Government, that their 
duty to the Sovereign whose confi- 
dence they enjoyed— their persua- 
sion of the necessity of the mea- 
sures which they advised — and 
their belief that the people should 
be consulted on questions involv- 
ing their dearest interests— ren- 
dered it incumbent on them to 
continue the struggle to the present 
moment. He would not say, that 
as long as they could use power, as 
they believed, for the benefit of the 
country, it was with reluctance 
they continued in office ; but this 
be would say, that he did not think 
the possession of power in this 
country could be accompanied by 
satisfaction unless there were means 
of carrying into effect the measure^ 
which Ministers felt essential to 
the welfare of the country. He 
did not allude then to particular 
measures of less or minor import- 
ance, but to measures of great and 
transcendent moment. ‘‘With re- 
gard to such measures," said the 
noble Lord, “ we began, in the 
commencement of Lord Grey's 
Administration, with the Reform 
Act — we ended by proposing mea- 
sures for the freedom of commerce. 
With large and important measures 
we commenced — with large and 
important measures we conclude. 
In pursuance of great objects we 
triumphed— in pursuance of great 
objects we have fallen." Lord J. 
Russell afterwards made a not un- 
graceful allusion to his own zeal 
and assiduity in the public ser- 
vice ; and, with regard to his future 
conduct, stated that be should be 
always ready to give such an opi- 
nion as he thought might tend to 
the permanent improvement of our 
institutions ; never, as he had ob- 
served on another occasion, de- 
fending abuses as if they were 
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institutions, and, on the other 
hand, never being ready to sacri- 
fice institutions as if they were 
abuses. He wished also personally 
to express a hope, with regard to 
the political opponents of himself 
and his party, that there might be 
no feeling of personal bitterness 
between them ; and if the resigna- 
tion of himself and his colleagues 
tended to the future welfare and 
prosperity of the country, he should 
always look with satisfaction to 
the day on which that event oc- 
curred. 

Lord Stanley immediately rose, 
and complimented Lord John Rus- 
sell on the great seal, perseverance, 
ability, ana talent with which, not 
only in the duties of his own de- 
partment, but in the management 
of the political business of the 
House, that noble Lord had uni- 
formly conducted the very arduous 
and difficult task which was as- 
signed to him. Lord Stanley then 
went on to say, that the division 
on the Address was not to be taken 
as an index of opinion as to the 

f principles which the noble Lord 
Lord John Russell) said were 
then under discussion. What the 
House of Commons said was, that 
under the circumstances in which 
the country was placed, the mat- 
ters to which the Crown had in- 
vited its attention, were considera- 
tions of too great importance to be 
deliberated upon incidentally in 
the House of Commons, which, 
after ally could come to no division 
upon them, from the form in which 
they were put, and in the absence 
pf any Government possessing the 


confidence of the House and the 
country. He could not help ex- 
pressing his regret, that the Speech 
was so framed as to be liable to a 
misconstruction in the eyes of the 
community, and mi^bt lead, in the 
public mind, to an impression per- 
fectly erroneous and perfectly un- 
constitutional of course, that those 
recommendations were the recom- 
mendations of the Crown, and not 
of the Ministers, who constitu- 
tionally advise the Crown. He 
gave the late Government the 
credit of believing that, cessing to 
hold office, they would not attempt 
to disturb those who might be 
called upon to undertake the busi- 
ness of the country by a factious 
opposition. 

Lord John Russell : “ I am ex- 
tremely sorry, that any miscon- 
struction has prevailed in any quar- 
ter. I thought it was generally 
understood, that the Speech from 
the throne was the Speech of 
Ministers. I am quite ready to 
say, that I hope no such miscon- 
struction will continue to exist. 
The Speech was the result of the 
advice of Ministers, and Ministers 
alone are responsible for it." 

On the 8tn of September, new 
writs were moved for in the House 
of Commons for various places, in 
consequence of the acceptance of 
office by their repreaeutatives in 
the new Government farmed by 
Sir Robert Peek The House after- 
wards adjourned until the 16th of 
September. 

Jlie following is a list of the 
Ministry, as formed by the new 
Premier:-* 
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THE CABINET. 


Duke of Wellington. 


First Lord of the Treasury 

Lord Chancellor ... 

Chancellor of the Exchequer ••• 

President of the Council 

Privy Seal ... 

Home Secretary ••• ••• • •• 

Foreign Secretary ... ... 

Colonial Secretaiy ... ... 

First Lord of the Admiralty ... 

President of the Board of Control ... 
President of the Board of Trade ... 

Secretary at War 

Treasurer of the Navy and Paymaster ’ 
of the Forces •«• ... 1 


Sir R. Peel. 

Lord Lyndhurst. 

Right Hon. H. Goulburn. 
Lord Wharncliffe. 

Duke of Buckingham. 

Sir James Graham. 

Earl of Aberdeen. 

Lord Stanley. 

Earl of Haddington. 

Lord Ellenborouoh. 

Earl of Ripon. 

Sir H. Hardings. 

Sir E. Knatchbcll. 


Postmaster-General ... 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 
Woods and Forests ... ... 

Master General of the Ordnance ... 
Vice-President of the Board of Trade ' 
and Master of the Mint 
Secretary of the Admiralty 

Joint Secretaries of the Treasury ... j 

Secretaries of the Board of Control . J 

Home Under-Secretary ... 

Foreign Under-Secretary 

Colonial Under-Secretary ... 

Lords of the Treasury ... ... < 


Lords of the Admiralty 


Storekeeper of the Ordnance 
Clerk of the Ordnance 
Surveyor-General of the Ordnance.. 


Lord Lowther. 

Lord G. Somerset. 

Earl of Lincoln. 

Sir G. Murray. 

W. E. Gladstone. 

Hon. Sidney Herbert. 
Sir G. Clerk. 

Sir T. Fremantle. 

Hon. W. Baring. 

J. Emerson Tbnnknt. 
Hon. C. M. Sutton. 

Lord Canning. 

G. W. Hope. 

Alexander Pringle. 

H. Baring. 

J. Young. 

J. Milnes Gaskbll. 

Sir G. Cockburn. 
Admiral Sir W. Gage. 
Sir G. Seymour. 

Hon. Captain Gordon. 
Hon. H. L. Corry. 

J. R. Bonham. 

Captain Boldero. 
Colonel Jonathan Peel< 
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Attorney-General 
Solicitor- General ... 

Judge- Advocate ... 
Governor- General of Canada 
Lord* Advocate of Scotland 



• •• 


Sir F. Pollock. 
Sir W. Folleit. 
Dr. Nicholl. 
Sir C. Bagot. 
Sir W. Rab. 


Ireland. 


Lord lieutenant 
Lord Chancellor 
Chief Secretary ... 
Attorney-General 
Solicitor- General ... 


... Earl De Gut. 

... Sir £. Sugden. 

... Lord Eliot. 

... Mr. Blackburn^ Q.C. 
— Seijeant Jackson. 


Queen's Household. 


Lord Chamberlain 

Lord Steward 

Master of the Horse ... 

Master of the Buckhounds 
Captain of the Yeomen of the Guard 
Captain of the Gentlemen Pensioners 
Vice-Chamberlain 

Treasurer of the Household ... 
Controller of the Household 


Lords in Waiting . ••• 

Groom in Waiting ... 
Mistress of the Robes ... 

Ladies of the Bedchamber ... 


Earl Delaware. 

Earl of Liverpool. 

Earl of Jersey. 

Earl of Rosslyn. 
Marquess of Lothian. 
Lord Forester. 

Lord Ernest Bruce. 
Earl Jermyn. 

Hon. D. Damer. 

f Lord Aboynb. 

Lord Rivers. 

Lord Hardwicks. 

Lord Byron. 

Earl of Warwick. 
Viscount Sydney. 

Earl of Morton. 

. Marquess of Ormonde. 
Captain Meynell. 
Duchess of Buccleuch. 

{ Marchioness Camden. 
Lady Lyttelton. 

Lady Portman. 

Lady Barham. 

Countess of Charlbmont* 


Prince Albert's Household. 


Groom of the Stole 
Sergean t-at- Arms ... 
Clerk Marshal •#« 


••• Marquess of Exeter 
... Colonel Perceval. 
... Lord C. Wellesley. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


4 


Re-election of Members of the Government — The House of Commons 
meets again on the 1 6th September— Statement of Sir Robert Peel 
as to his intended course of proceeding — He announces the post- 
ponement of his financial measures till the next Session — Speech of 
Lord John Russell— He objects to the delay— He states at length his 
view of the state of public affairs— He is answered by Sir Robert 
PeeL— Speech of Viscount Palmerston— He deprecates the postpone- 
ment of remedial measures . Speeches of Mr. FillierSy Mr. Ward , 
Mr. Cobden , Viscount Sandon, Mr. Hawes 9 Mr. Litton, and other 
Members— Mr. Fielden moves that no Supplies be granted until 
after an enquiry into the distress of the country — His motion is 
negatived by a large majority. Mr. Greene m appointed Chairman 
of Ways and Means. Renewed discussions on the state of the 
country. Speech of Mr. Otway Cave — Sir Robert Peel states that 
he shall not re-introduce Lord Stanley's Irish Registration Bill,— 
Statements of Manufacturing distress made by several Members — • 
Sir Robert Feel's answer— He declines to afford the explanations 
of his future measures demanded by the Opposition. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer makes his Financial statement— Observations 
thereon of Mr. F. Baring. Speeches of Mr. Hawes , Mr. Ewart, 
Sir Robert Peel, Lord Palmerston, Mr. C. Wood, and other Mem- 
bers. The resolutions moved by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
are carried. Debates in the House of Lords— Lord Melbourne 
impugns the Ministerial plan of Finance— Speeches of Lord Ripon 
and tne Duke of Wellington^— Lord Radnor's Remarks on the Duke's 
speech— Explanations— Speeches of Lord Kinnaird and the Duke 
of Richmond. Progress of business in the House of Commons- 
Bill for creating additional Judges in Equity passed— Poor-laws— 
SirR Peel brings in a bill to continue the Commission for six 
months— Mr. Yorke moves an instruction to the Committee — Speeches 
of Sir J. Graham, Mr. Stuart Wortley, Mr. V Smith, Sir Robert 
Fed, Mr. Pakington and olhers — Mr. Yorke' s motion is rejected by 
a large majority— Mr. S. Crawford moves two amendments, which 
are negatived after some discussion — Mr. B . F err and makes charges 
against the manufacturers— They are defended by Mr . Mark 
PhtUips— Speech of Sir J. Graham— Motion of Mr. Fielden to 
rdect the bill negatived by 183 to 18. Prorogation qf Parliament — 
fi gcedk qf the Lords Commissioners— End of the second Session of 
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T HE re-elections of the Mem- 
bers of the Government by 
their respective constituencies hav- 
ing taken place without the loss of 
a single seat, the House of Com- 
mons re-assembled on the 16th of 
September, and those who had so 
long sat on the benches of Oppo- 
sition assumed their new places on 
the Ministerial side. The business 
was commenced by Sir Robert 
Peel moving pro formd t for a copy 
of the letter of the First Com- 
missioner of Woods and Forests to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
on the subject of warming and 
ventilating the new Houses of Par- 
liament, and which he made the 
occasion of stating his intentions 
as to the course to he pursued with 
respect to the public business of 
the country. He intended to 
adopt, without alteration, the Mis- 
cellaneous Estimates framed by 
the late Government, which would 
be 'submitted to the House on the 
following evening: “but as the 
first part of those Estimates had 
been takenin a mass, instead of item 
by item, according to the usual 
course, he intended to reverse the 
mode with the second part, and 
to take them item by item instead 
of in the aggregate. He should 
have one addition to propose with 
respect to flues and other works 
necessary to the wanning of the 
new Houses of Parliament. It 
would be necessary to make pro- 
vision for the continuance of some 
expiring laws, and he should pro- 
pose to continue the existing Poor- 
law, with its present establish- 
ment, to the 31st of the following 
July: whether by an ordinary 
Continuance-act, or by some special 
Act, he would leave it to the House 
to decide. With respect to the 
trials of election petitions, it ap- 
peared to him to be for the general 


convenience not to adopt any pro- 
ceedings at present for their deter- 
mination : the general Committee 
of Elections were empowered to 
fix the days on which the several 
petitions should be taken, and no 
act of the House was necessary to 
suspend the trial of them. He 
then adverted to the question of 
finance, and the general policy of 
the new Government : 

“ With respect to the financial 
arrangements of the year, my 
right honourable friend the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer will, on 
the earliest day upon which a 
Committee of Ways and Means 
can be appointed, state to the 
House what is the extent of the 
deficiency to be provided for, upon 
comparing the expenditure with 
the revenue for the present year. 
I apprehend that it will be found 
not tofall short of theestimate given 
by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and that the sum of nearly 
2,500, 000J. will have to be pro- 
vided for the service of the current 
year. Into the details of this ques- 
tion my right honourable Friend 
will then enter, and avail himself 
of that opportunity to state wbat 
are the measures by which he pro- 
poses to constitute a temporary 
power of meeting that deficiency. 
With respect to measures of a 
more permanent character, having 
for their object to equalise the 
revenue and expenditure of the 
country, it is not our intention 
during the present session of Par- 
liament to submit any measures for 
the consideration of the House. . I 
have already expressed my opinion 
that it is absolutely necessary to 
provide effectually for the equal- 
isation of the revenue and ex- 
penditure, and we shall avail 
ourselves of the earliest oppor- 
tunity, after a mature consideration 
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of the circumstances and condition 
of the country, to submit to Par- 
liament measures for the purpose 
of remedying the existing evils. 
Whether that is to be done by 
diminishing the expenditure of the 
country, or by increasing the re- 
venue, or by a combination of 
these two means, 1 must postpone 
for further consideration. It is 
enough for me to state at present, 
that it is impossible for the country, 
consistently with the public in- 
terests, to proceed in that financial 
course which has been pursued for 
several years past; but in pro- 
ceeding to consider the mode in 
which so great an evil is to be reme- 
died, 1 must ask for the confidence 
of the House to her Majesty's Go- 
vernment, while they give to that 
subject their most serious consi- 
deration. ( Loud cheers from the 
Ministerial benches.) With regard 
to other measures of a permanent 
nature, I must make the same 
appeal to your confidence. It is 
perfectly true that for some days 
past I and my colleagues have been 
in possession of the powers of Go- 
vernment; but the arrangements 
which I have had to make for com- 
pleting the Administration have 
not {daced me in a position to 

S roceed any further in the consi- 
eration of measures of such great 
and permanent importance to the 
well-being of the country. It is 
unquestionably out of no disre- 
spect to the authority of Parlia- 
ment that I decline to submit to 
it my views upon these subjects ; 
it is not on account of the ad- 
vanced period of the year, not on 
account of the probably deficient 
attendance of Members, not on 
account of the temptation to in- 
dulge in other avocations. My 
opinion is, that all such consi- 
derations ought to be sacrificed to 


the paramount consideration of 
duty, and should not be permitted 
to interfere in the slightest degree 
with the business of the nation. 
The ground upon which I forbear 
from calling the attention of Par- 
liament to measures of that im- 
portant character rests on the 
peculiar circumstances connected 
with the formation of her Ma- 
jesty's present Government. I 
believe it to have been a just and 
true expression of opinion, before 
the late elections, that there was 
a great desire upon the part of 
those who will probably be the 
warmest opponents of her Majesty’s 
Government to give them a fair 
trial ; and I now declare that, on 
the earliest possible occasion, the 
public will find that the opinions 
of her Majesty's Government upon 
these most important subjects shall 
be fully stated to Parliament. In 
the mean time, I trust that I do 
not misunderstand the general feel- 
ing of the House, that on the 
whole it is right, upon the forma- 
tion of a new Government, that 
time should be given to them to 
consider those measures which they 
may think expedient to be in- 
troduced, in connexion with the 
financial difficulties of the coun- 
try." (Loud cries of hear.) 

Lord John Russell said, that 
with regard to the immediate ob- 
ject of Sir Robert Peel's motion, 
it was not likely that he should 
have any objection to offer, and 
that be should certainly raise none 
against incurring any reasonable 
expense in carrying arrangements 
into effect for wanning and venti- 
lating the new Houses of Parlia- 
ment. Upon the latter part of the 
right honourable Baronet's state- 
ment, however, he could not give 
the same assent to his proposals- 
He said, <( With regard to the Mil- 
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cellaneous Estimates, considering 
myself and those lately in office 
parties to those Estimates, I shall 
feel it my duty to attend and give 
my support to those votes. But, 
with regard to the further state- 
ment of the right honourable Gen- 
tleman, I shall certainly deem it 
my duty to take the opportunity 
to-morrow, before the House shall 
go into Committee of Supply, to 
state the view which I take of 
the present state of public affairs. 
{Loud cheers Jrom the Opjxmtion 
benches 1 do not think it would 
be consistent now to enter into 
this consideration ; and the course 
which I propose to take, of making 
my statement before the House 
goes into Committee of Supply, 
appears to me to be both the ordi- 
nary course, and consistent with 
due preparation. I heard with 
great concern from the right hon- 
ourable Gentleman the statement 
of his intention not to propose any 
measures during the present ses- 
sion. I do not say, that, during 
the last few days, while he was 
occupied with the care of forming 
an Administration, he can have 
given any new attention to the 
great measures to which he has 
adverted. But, considering the 
length of time which has elapsed 
since the disputed measures were 
proposed by the late Government, 
and the present state of the coun- 
try, 1 must say, that I shall be 
obliged to give it as my opinion, 
that in the course of the present 
autumn the Government now con- 
stituted ought to propose their 
measures. I infer from the right 
honourable Baronet's statement 
that his intention is, having ob- 
tained the necessary supplies, and 
a renewal of the Poor-law Act, 
that the House of Commons should 
not meet again until the ordinary 


time in February next. To-mor- 
row 1 will state why I think this 
course is not advisable in the pre- 
sent state of the country. Ths 
right honourable Gentleman has 
truly said, that the House of Com- 
mons ought not to attend to matters 
of personal convenience in prefer- 
ence to the business of the country. 
In that opinion I perfectly concur, 
and believe that there are consi- 
derations of public exigence which 
ought to direct their immediate 
attention to measures which seem 
to me to be of the vastest import- 
ance. {Cheers from the Opposi- 
tion benches.) I do not at all wish 
to embarrass the right honourable 
Baronet's course, but merely to 
intimate my views as to the ex- 
isting state of the country, and 
the course which ought to be pur- 
sued." 

Accordingly on the following 
evening, Sir Robert Peel having 
moved the order of the day for 
going into a Committee of Supply, 
Lora John Russell proceeded to 
state his views upon the position 
of public affairs. He began by 
expressing his satisfaction at the 
failure of the late attempt upon 
the lives of the royal family in 
France. He then expressed his 
disapprobation of the doctrine set 
up by the United States, relative 
to the affair of the Caroline, that 
their particular courts could not be 
withheld by their general Govern- 
ment from dealing with the sub- 
jects of other nations; because 
such a doctrine, pushed to its 
extreme, would jput it in the power 
of a mere inferior tribunal of cri- 
minal law to involve two nations 
in war. He adverted in terms of 
commendation to Sir Robert Peel's 
appointments in Ireland ; aftef 
which he addressed himself to the 
main questions on which he dif* 
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fered with the Government. The 
Queen had referred to the House 
the great question of the trade of 
Corn: the House accepted that 
reference with a condition that 
the Ministers should be changed. 
“ The advice of the House of Com- 
mons was acceded to by the Queen, 
and a Ministry was formed full of 
attachment to our institutions in 
Church and State, and to — the 
sliding-scale. (/I laugh.) A new 
set of men are now placed in the 
Cabinet of the Queen. 1 am not 
one of those who think that we 
should look exclusively to mea- 
sures, and not to men. I think 
we should look to both ; but let 
us for a moment recur to the sen- 
timents expressed by the right 
honourable baronet in April last. 
He then thought the delay of a 
month too much, he now proposes 
that there should be a delay of 
five months. It was said most 
fairly, that the right honourable 
Baronet had recently been occu- 
pied with forming a new Adminis- 
tration, and could not be expected 
at once to bring forward his mea- 
sures ; but 1 hope the House will 
not forget the length of time which 
hehadtorpreviousdeliberation. At 
the end of April last the Budget 
of the late Government was pro- 
posed to the House. 1 then gave 
notice for a Committee of the whole 
House to consider the laws affect- 
ing the importation of Corn, and 
I further gave notice, that within 
a month from that time 1 should 
bring the subject before the House. 
Protests were uttered against this, 
and I was told that the delay of a 
month would be intolerable; yet 
four months have elapsed since the 
Budget was brought forward, and 
the right honourable Baronet pro- 
poses to add five months to the 
four, though when the late Go- 


vernment was in power four weeks 
were thought too great a delay. 
Does the nght honourable Baronet 
say that he will take his stand 
upon the present Corn-laws ? The 
inference drawn from the compo- 
sition of his Government is, that 
he will not make any alteration in 
them. A threat had been held 
out that no alteration in the Corn- 
laws would be made, and I must 
be allowed to say, that the appoint- 
ment of the Duke of Buckingham 
to a seat in the Cabinet seems to 
indicate that the threat will be 
acted on ; for I am told that no 
one is more opposed than the Duke 
of Buckingham to any such alter- 
ation. The right honourable Ba- 
ronet and some others have not, 
perhaps, given any very decided 
pledge on the subject ; because, as 
regards a sliding-scale, it may be 
such as to amount almost to a pro- 
hibition ; it may be such as to give 
a much less protection than the 
fixed duty which 1 proposed; there- 
fore am I justified in saying, that 
the right honourable Baronet and 
some others leave their opinions 
unknown, and have not given any 
indication of the nature of the 
measure they would propose. I, 
at the same time, could not but 
observe, that while the noble Duke, 
to whom 1 have alluded, has been 
made a Member of the Cabinet, 
there are others connected with 
his party, and who have, on occa- 
sions, been intrusted with high 
office, who entertain very different 
opinions from the noble Duke on 
this subject. Sir G. Murray, who 
was for a considerable time Secre- 
tary of State in the Administration 
of the Duke of Wellington, has 
expressed himself favourable to a 
fixed duty of 8*., or, I believe, of 
less. But Sir G. Murray is not a 
Member of the present Cabinet. 
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There have been selections, there- 
fore, from amongst those who have 
given decided opinions, and who 
belong to the party of the right 
honourable Baronet, of such as are 
in favour of prohibition and exclu- 
sion ("Hear, hear”) ; while there 
has been a neglect and exclusion 
of those who have pronounced an 
opinion in favour of a freer trade 
in com than exists at present. 
This being the case, 1 ask is it 
possible that the country can pati- 
ently wait for five months with 
any well-grounded expectation that 
some large and improved measure 
respecting the trade in Corn is to be 
adopted ? I certainly do not think 
that such an expectation can be pro- 
duced by the course of the right hon- 
ourable Baronet ; and if no intention 
of bringing forward such a measure 
is entertained, then I say that the 
arguments which you apply to me 
for the delay of one month tell 
with ten-fold force against youiw 
selves {"Hear, hear”) ; for I say it 
is much better you should state— 
for the sake of trade, that trade 
may not be impaired by false ex- 
pectations, and for the sake of 
agriculture, that it may not be 
depressed by unjust fears — that 
you mean to adhere in substance 
to the present law, and not to 
make any alteration in it. Of 
course, you may attempt some cor- 
rection of the frauds arising from 
the averages on the one hand, or 
you may, on the other, lower the 
pivot some 4s. or 5s., which would 
make the law less stringent ; but 
you would still be leaving the law 
very much as it is. If what I 
have now suggested be your inten- 
tion, why should it not be em- 
bodied in a measure, and that 
measure be proposed to Parliament 
in the month of October; why 
kbould not the anxiety and ex- 


pectation of the country be set at 
rest, and not have this long delaj 
interposed ? The Corn trade ii, 
no doubt, a most important branch 
of our commerce; but I do not 
see why, if there is to be no alters 
ation proposed but in the pivot, if 
nothing but a different number of 
shillings is to be taken, so that the 
scale may be made somewhat more 
gradual than it is at present— I do 
not see why this great delay should 
be suffered to elapse, or why the 
Cabinet cannot now make up their 
minds upon the subject." 

Lord John Russell vindicated the 
landowners from the indiscrimi- 
nate imputations of selfishness 
which had been made against them. 
It must be admitted, he said, that 
in all cases of this kind personal 
interest gives a bias to the view 
taken of the particular question in 
dispute. This had been the ease 
with respect to parties engaged in 
the silk trade, with respect to ship- 
owners, and many other bodies, 
who, though assenting to the gen- 
eral principles of free-trade, con- 
sidered that in their own particular 
case aomd protection was required 
to maintain the interests ot that 
portion of trade in which they 
were engaged. Alluding then to 
the existing state of the manufac- 
turing districts, he admitted that 
it was true no human laws could 
prevent occasional distress, but 
Parliament should at least stand 
clear of all share in occasioning it. 
The present law was not justified 
by any cogent reason. Such re- 
strictions could only be vindicated 
on the ground of their being either 
conducive to revenue, or necesmry 
for the protection of a particular 
class, who were unequally taxed, 
or in order to make a transition 
more gradual, and to prevent any 
embarrassment which might be oc* 
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caikmed by the sudden withdraw* 
ing of protection from any interest 
which had long enjoyed it. But 
the present Corn-laws, as he con* 
tended, could not rest upon any 
one of these three grounds of re- 
commendation. Are they necessary 
for the sake of revenue? It is 
quite clear, on the contrary, that 
your present law defeats all the 
purposes of revenue, and that if 
the measure which I had the hon- 
our to announce, and which was 
never discussed, of a fixed duty 
of 8*., had been adopted, the 
Exchequer would be now some 
400,0004 or 500,0004 the richer, 
on the admission of 1,000,000 or 
1,200,000 quarters of wheat, which 
may now be admitted at 1*. Are 
they necessary for equalising the 
taxation of two classes, by affording 
protection to the agriculturists ? I 
think not. I think that a fixed 
duty is far preferable in that re- 
spect, and that you have no case to 
make out for prohibition on that 
ground. I never, at least, heard 
such a case attempted. Lastly, 
you cannot say the present Corn- 
laws are necessary to make a tran- 
sition, because it has been adopted 
•sa permanent system; If such be 
the character of your Corn-laws, 
then I say, that those who are dis- 
tressed have a right to come to you 
and ask you to consider their case, 
and ask you to change any law which 
impedes trade and embarrasses 
industry, and, as far as legislation 
can do it, to place them in a better 
position. You may not be able to 
say, and, above all, you should not 
promise, that by any sudden change 
in the law you would place the 
people in a state of entire prosper- 
ity, and guard them against all 
future fluctuations and distress ; 
by this you would be able to say— 
“ Whatever may be those distresses. 


we feel the deepest sympathy and 
compassion for them, but having 
done away with all those restric- 
tions which could aggravate them, 
we are not responsible for their 
existence, and we have no share 
either in producing or continuing 
them/' That is what 1 feel you 
cannot justly say at present, and 
that if such distress does exist, no 
personal inconvenience, no incon- 
venience which may arise from 
being obliged to come to a decision 
upon the question in the course of 
another six weeks, ought to prevent 
you from taking into consideration 
during the present autumn the 
laws which regulate the trade in 
corn." He then referred to the 
petitions to the Queen not to pro- 
rogue Parliament until thequestion 
had been discussed ; which evinced 
the public anxiety on the subject. 
He could not help apprehending 
that, if something were not prompt- 
ly done to relieve and stimulate 
trade, some of our manufactures, 
and especially the cot ton- trade, 
would be outdone by foreign com- 
petition ; the capitalists of a dis- 
tressed district would withdraw 
their capital from the country, a 
large population would be thrown 
out of employment, and become a 
burden upon the poor-rates. If 
there was any ground for these 
apprehensions, they ought to be 
considered by Parliament, and that 
without delay. He considered this 
view of the question even more 
important than that of finance. In 
a financial point of view, however, 
he deeply regretted the course 
which it was proposed to adopt of 
taking a vote of credit for the pur- 
pose of the present year, instead 
of resorting to some measures by 
which they might hope to obtain 
an increase of revenue, and to 
stimulate the productive powers of 
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the country. I feel thoroughly 
persuaded that if, instead of pur- 
suing this course, you had adopted 
those measures which the late 
Government announced to the 
House of Commons on the 13th 
of April last, you would have pro- 
duced a revival of trade. Ana, in 
augmenting the revenue by such 
means, you would have secured a 
still greater object — an increase of 
the comforts and happiness of the 
people. Nay, more, I believe that 
by declaring to the whole world 
that you were about to interchange 
your products for theirs, upon the 
freest and most liberal principles, 
you would have contributed to the 
future peace of the world, con- 
vinced as I am that there is no 
security equal to the feeling that 
nations are deriving benefits from 
each other, that their intercourse, 
while it continued, shed additional 
advantages on each every year it 
was so continued, and that if in- 
terrupted it would cause greater 
calamities than an ordinary war 
between hostile nations. Thinking, 
therefore, that the measures which 
we proposed would have tended to 
relieve the revenue and to improve 
trade, and that they would have 
contributed not only to the welfare 
of this country but to the peace of 
the world, I cannot help saying 
that I deeply regret their rejection. 
Still do I feel, even now that they 
are rejected, that the right honour- 
able Baronet and the Government 
ought not at once to decide that 
they will not enter into the con- 
sideration of those questions. If 
they have made up their minds to 
that course, I do not douht that 
they will be supported in it by that 
majority whose confidence has 
already been expressed in their 
favour. But this I do expect, that 
when the whole course of this 
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year is reviewed, it will be found 
on reflection by the people of this 
country, that great advantages 
would have been derived from the 
fair consideration, instead of the 
abrupt rejection, of the measures 
we proposed, and that in adjourn- 
ing their consideration to next year 
you will have adjourned the bene- 
fits which would flow from them, 
and amongst those benefits the 
alleviation of that distress which 
exists in the country. (“Hear, 
hear, 9 *) It is not my intention, 
either upon this occasion or any 
other, as I can at present aee, to 
propose any measure to the House, 
or ask for any division of the 
House against the course which 
the right honourable Baronet pro- 
poses to adopt ; but, as a Member 
of the House, 1 beg it to be un- 
derstood that I do not hold myself 
ip any way responsible for the con- 
sequences which may ensue from 
it.” (Loud cheers,) 

Sir Robert Peel said, be had 
wished to avoid commencing the 
harassing and arduous task which 
lay before him by any controversy 
of a party nature ; but Lord John 
Russel] was certainly free to take 
his own course, and he did not 
seek to avoid the discussion, but 
was rather glad of the opportunity 
for commenting on his observations. 
He concurred in the noble Lord's 
views of our foreign relations, and 
in his anxious wishes for the pre- 
servation of Louis Philippe. As 
long as the illustrious family on 
the throne of France continued to 
reign, there was a sufficient guar- 
antee for peace. He did not think 
that the change of Government 
here would interrupt amicable re- 
lations, because it was his own 
Government that advised the re- 
cognition of Louis Philippe as the 
choice of the French people. And 
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he relied on the character of M. 
Guizot for the maintenance of that 
amity between France and Eng- 
land, which was necessary for the 
advancement of social improvement 
and civilization. He viewed the 
state of our relations with the 
United States with apprehension 
and anxiety ; but it was so mani- 
festly the interest of both coun- 
tries to maintain peace, that he 
could not but hope that the good 
sense of both communities would 
prevail. He regretted that Lord 
John Russell had not by a definite 
motion taken the sense of the 
House as to the justice of the con- 
fidence which he. Sir Robert Peel, 
asked in the course he proposed to 
pursue. “ I should have thought 
it so reasonable that after a lapse 
of ten years, for which I, with the 
exception of some three or four 
months, have held the situation of 
a private individual — I should have 
thought, that on returning to 
power after the lapse of ten years, 
there would have been an universal 
impression that it was but reason- 
able that I should not be called 
upon, within a month, to propose 
an alteration of the law in respect 
to the trade in corn. I should 
have thought that it would have 
been felt that there might be ad- 
vantage in the access to official in- 
formation — that it might be desir- 
able to avail oneself of the inform- 
ation that exists, to ascertain the 
opinions of those who receive large 
emoluments from the public for the 
purpose of collecting information, 
and that it was but reasonable to 
permit me to have an interval, in 
conjunction with my colleagues, 
for the purpose of deliberately 
considering the proposition we 
should make. But, if I am re- 
sponsible for not proposing a mea- 
sure on the Corn -laws within one 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


month of my accesmon to office, 
what must be thought of that 
Government — that has held office 
for five years, and which never 
until the month of May, 1841, 
intimated, on the part of that 
Government, an united opinion ? 
( Great cheering.) What ! if you 
are so convinced of the intolerable 
evils inflicted upon this country by 
the operation of the Corn-laws — 
if you think that commercial dis- 
tress is to be attributed justly to 
them — if you think they are at the 
root of the privation and suffering 
to which the labouring classes in 
some districts of the country are 
exposed,— what has been your 
neglect of duty in permitting five 
years to elapse without bringing 
forward on the part of an united 
Government a proposition for the 
remedy of these abuses? Why 
have you allowed this question to 
be an open question in the Admini- 
stration ? You may say, that you 
had no hope of carrying it. I tell 
you, then, that that course I will not 
pursue. I form my opinion on the 
subject of the alteration that may 
be made, and no considerations of 
convenience, no leaving it an open 
question to be proposed here and 
defeated there, shall prevent my 
bringing it forward ; and, having 
stated to the House of Commons 
the course I mean to pursue on the 
part of a concurring and united 
Government, of staking the exist- 
ence of the Government on the 
issue. But this question, respect- 
ing which now you feel so deeply 
convinced, — have you remained in 
office permitting Lord Melbourne 
to hold opposite opinions ?” ( Great 
cheering.) 

The greatest mischiefs which 
they could do to great principles 
was to leave them in abeyance. 
He took the Queen's Speech not 

CP] 
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as a vague recommendation to 
consider the subject, but as virtu* 
ally a recommendation of the defi- 
nite proposal of an 8s. duty : did 
its proposers adhere to it now ? If 
not, they had to thank him for 
having stopped it. Had the ad* 
verse prospects of the harvest been 
realised, and the duty been fixed 
at 8 s. in all probability Parliament 
would now have been assembled, 
under the auspices of the Whigs, 
to abate that 8r. duty. Was it 
fair and reasonable, that in the face 
of a deficiency of seven millions 
and a half accumulated by the 
Whigs, which he found on enter- 
ing office, he should be asked at 
once to produce his financial 
scheme ? If he adopted the Whig 
Budget, would it repair the defi- 
ciency ? Lord Sydenham had told 
them that it was not safe to make 
the proposed alteration in the 
Timber-duties, so thatthe 600,000/. 
which they reckoned upon from 
that source was gone ; the price of 
British Sugar was so much reduced, 
that there was no prospect of real- 
izing 700,000i from the reduced 
duty on foreign sugar : and to the 
400,000/., on which Mr. Baringbad 
reckoned from the new corn duty, 
an additional sum of 1,100,000/. 
must have been raised in order 
to justify his calculations. 

Lord John Russell, — “ No, no." 

Sir Robert Peel , — “l beg the 
noble Lord’s pardon. I am speak- 
ing from the recollection of former 
debates, but I believe my statement 
will be found to be correct. The 
late Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, ‘ I estimate tbe produce of 
the Customs in 1841 to be equiva- 
lent to the produce of the Customs 
in 1840.' Now, a portion of 
the Customs Duties in 1840 was 
1 100,000/. received from corn, and 
consequently that 1,100,000/. must 


he added to the 400,000/. for which | “ 
the right honourable gentleman i J 

took credit in bis Budget ; because, I 
if there was any deficiency in the j 
1,100,000/, received froraoornin ( J 

1840, there would probably be a : 

corresponding reduction in the j 

Customs Duties of 1841. There' 
fore, unless you could raise 1 

1,500,000/. from com in 1841, the j 

deficit, which I think I have al- ; ’ 

ready clearly shown amounted to ! 

1,900,000/. must have been still I 
more largely increased j and, bow- ' 
ever cordial tbe co-operation which | 
the noble Lord may receive from 
those who sit behind him, yet, 
when I listen to what they state | 1 
with respect tQ the “bread-tax,” 1 
and the injustice of subjecting to 
heavy duties that which forms the 
staff of the people’s subsistence, 
they will not hear. I am sure, with 
very cordial satisfaction, that part 
of the Budget was tolevy 1,500, OOOi 
on tbe fooa of the people/’ (“ffwr, 
hear .") 

Sir Robert Peel then proceeded 
to show, that the expenditure also j 
had been estimated below tbe pro- ' 
per amount. In China alone the 
real expenses of the year would 
probably be 4,000,000/. instead of 
the 625,000/. in the estimate— and 
there was an alarming tendency to 
increased expenditure in the colo- 
nies. 900,000/. was estimated on 
an expenditure for Hong Kong 
this year, including the construc- 
tion of a main road. Sir George 
Gipps bad issued bounty-warrants 
for emigrants to New South Wales 
to the amount of 979,00 OA— 
duced bv Lord John Russell to 1 
500,000?, — 155 ,000/. had been l 
voted to meet South Australian 
hills : while bills for 4,000/. luotf 
had been presented at the Treasury 
and protested : and a loan of 

1,000,000/. had been guaranteed 
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to Canada, and 100,000/. bod been 
promised for fortifications. Before 
the Government were colled upon 
to produce their financial scheme, 
they ought to have time to revise 
the date of our commercial rela- 
tions with the United States, 
Naples, Texas. Braxil, and France ; 
with all of which countries com- 
mercial treaties were pending. 
Lord John Russell had given him 
credit for the constitution of the 
Irish Government i hod he not 
been, however, told, night after 
night, that be dared not form a 
Government for Ireland ? that be 
would be the reluctant and degra- 
ded instrument of men ready to offer 
ooarse insults to their Roman 
Catholic fellow-countrymen ? Not 
a month bad elapsed before those 
predictions bod been reversed. He 
then declared the principle on 
which he would govern Ireland. 
“ 1 intend to administer the law 
with firmness, and I hope with 
dignity. I will not permit the 
administration of Irish affairs to be 
influenced by the hope of concilia** 
ting support in the House uf Com- 
mons | but I declare that the en- 
gagement into which I have enter- 
ed to administer impartial justice in 
that country, shall , as far as depends 
upon me, be strictly fulfilled/' 

In conclusion, Sir Robert Peel 
adverted to the peculiar circum- 
stances under which he had taken 
office. “ What personal motive/* he 
asked, “ could I have had, to induce 
me to undertake the burdens and 
responsibility pf office? Is it 
likely that I would go through the 
labour which is doily imposed upon 
me, if I could not claim for myself 
the liberty of proposing to Parlia- 
ment those measures which 1 be- 
lieve to be conducive to the public 
weal ? I will claim that liberty — 
I will propose tboae measures > and 
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I do assure this House, that no 
consideration of mere political sup- 
port should induce me to bold such 
an office as that which I fill by a 
servile tenure which would compel 
me to be the instrument of carry- 
ing other men*8 opinions into effect. 
I do not estimate highly the dis- 
tinctions which office confers. To 
any man who is fit to hold it, its 
only value must be, not the patron- 
age which the possessor is enabled 
to confer, but the opportunity 
which is offered to him of doing 
good to his country, And the 
moment I shall be convinced that 
that power is denied me, to be ex- 
ercised in accordance with my own 
views of duty, I tell every one who 
hears me, that he confers on me 
no personal obligation in having 
placed roc in this office, Free as 
the winds, I shall reserve to myself 
the power of retiring from the dis- 
charge of its pnerous and harassing 
functions, the moment I feel that 
I cannot discharge them with sat* 
isfoction to the puhlic and to my 
pwn conscience. (Great cheering.) 

Viscount Palmerston admonished 
Sir Robert Peel not to plume him- 
self too confidently on his majority, 
for there was a country os well &s 
a House of Commons. Sir Robert 
Peel had indeed been ten years 
out of office, but be hod been ex\r 
gaged during all that time in 
public business, and was, from bis 
habits and attainments, peculiarly 
fitted to form a judgment on public 
affairs. It was probable, the com- 
position of the Cabinet being con- 
sidered, that the right honourable 
Barpuet, if he waited for a Go- 
vernment united on the Corn- 
question, would wait, pot fpr five 
months only, but for ever- He 
had argued, that the late Govern- 
ment could not, had they remaioed 
in office, have stood by their own 
[2P] 
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Budget. Undoubtedly they would 
have stood by it. A bad harvest 
here would not have prevented the 
continuance of the 8s. duty; for 
under such a duty, the steady sup- 
ply from abroad would have pre- 
vented exorbitant prices. He was 
not disposed, when he looked at 
the new Government, to under- 
rate the trouble its construction 
must have cost Sir Robert Peel. 
He would therefore have been 
content not to press the rij^ht 
honourable Baronet for a decision 
to-day or to-morrow ; but he did 
think that Parliament ought not to 
be dismissed for several months, 
without some previous explana- 
tions. He denied, that the recom- 
mendation of postponing the Tim- 
ber-duty was applicable to the late 
Budget; and as to Sugar, the cal- 
culation of the late Government 
had met both events ; if foreign 
sugar were attracted by high prices, 
it yielded a large revenue; if an 
abundance of British colonial sup- 
ply kept prices low, that abundance 
equally recruited the Exchequer. 
He contended, that the colonial 
expenses contemplated by Sir Ro- 
bert Peel would not prove to be of 
the magnitude apprehended by 
him ; and if the right honourable 
Baronet meant to postpone his 
financial statement until all the 
colonial governors should be per- 
fectly within bounds, the House 
would have to wait a long while 
for his Budget. The Ministry 
having turned out their predeces- 
sors upon the questions of finance 
and commercial restrictions, it was 
reasonable that the intended mea- 
sures should be speedily announced. 
The argument for delay derived 
from foreign treaties of commerce, 
was, in truth, an argument for 
immediate proceeding; the change 
proposed was for the benefit of our 
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own people irrespectively of fo- 
reigners, and if it were once made, 
any subsequent negotiations would 
be attempted with so much greater 
advantage. On the whole, he did 
not think the country would regard 
as satisfactory the reasons amigned 
for postponement. He gave audit 
to Sir Robert Peel for his own 
personal feelings and opinions, but 
when he saw the motley character 
of the Ministry, he could no longer 
consider the character of the Pre- 
mier as a sufficient guarantee. And 
if the real reason of the delay war, 
that the Ministers wanted time to 
come to an agreement among them- 
selves, at least they might arrive 
at it somewhat sooner than Febru- 
ary next. 

Mr. Villien complained, that 
four years had elapsed since the 
people had beguu to pray most 
earnestly for the revision of the 
Corn-laws. A committee had 
taken evidence, but that evidence 
had been disregarded. When at 
length a Cabinet had proposed to 
deal with the question, every ob- 
struction had been opposed by Sir 
Robert Peel. And now the sub- 
ject was postponed again, merely 
because it did not suit the personal 
convenience of members to sit at 
this time of year. If the Ministers 
were not ready, if they wanted 
time to deal with matters new to 
them, that was a reason why they 
should not have taken office away 
from those who already possessed 
the requisite information. Inquiry 
was still refused ; the presumption 
must be, therefore, that the Minis- 
ters feel the justice of the demand, 
but wanted to evade it. If such 
conduct were pursued, this great 
question would at last be settled, 
not in that House, but out of it. 

Mr. Brotherton complained of 
the exis ing distress. He was no 
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&w« adherent of party; he would sup- House a mere debating club-— 

m* port any Ministry which would against postponing the question of 

'Mi give good measures. He implored the Corn-laws throughout the 

lip the Ministry to declare its policy coming winter, in which a con- 

before it should be too late. vulsion was deeply to be appre- 

ttflis Mr. Ward said, that if the right hended. 

i&n honourable Baronet had had no Viscount Sandon was surprised 

ep*i time for the last three weeks, he at the charge of delay from the 

[or in had had plenty of time before. An other side of the House, and not 

m announcement of the financial plans less at the charge of corruption, 

kTi0 was not perhaps to be expected ; when he remembered the cases of 

but on the Corn question, a clear Bridport,Nottingham,andsomany 
declaration ought certainly to have other of the Opposition boroughs, 
been made. contrasted as those cases were with 

Mr. A. O'Brien was satisfied, the untaught elections for the 

staid and so would be the country, to counties. He believed the Con- 

Ey* grant the required delay, because servative gentlemen had shown as 

he and they had confidence in the much humanity as the mill-owners, 

Jail present Government. who kept up this excitement to 

Mr. Cobden said, that if public divert the minds of their opera- 
opinion had been with the Con- tives, and sought to monopolize 

j at) flervatives, they would have carried the character of benevolence. In 

psri their elections without the bribery private, the capitalists of Lanca* 

which had lately been practised, shire would themselves admit the 

jj»i He enlarged on the existing dis- true cause of the distress to be 

$0 tress at Stockport and in other over-trading and not Corn-laws. 

\w northern districts, and doubted Sir Robert Peel desired, in ex- 

whether, if this discussion should planation, to defend himself from 
be postponed for six months, there Mr. Cobden’s charge, that he 
$ fJ would not be many of bis own wished to leave people in that 

constituents removed by death or state of pauperism of which some 

n g emigration. He hoped care would frightful instances had occurred at 

be taken this winter to let the Bolton. So far from it, he had, on 

’.(> people know who robbed them; the very day after his appointment 

\\0 the robbers were not the capitalists, to office, requested the Secretary 

0 tat the friends of the Corn-laws, for the Home Department to send 

Sir Robert Peel, on a former night, an Assistant Commissioner to Bol« 

■ : ijf when the distress at Bolton was ton, for the special purpose of in- 

& mentioned, seemed to think the quiring into the painful circum- 

operatives might be content with stances which, from the time of 

\$ pauperism. No; they would not the former debate, had continued 

^ consent to be made paupers. They to press upon his memory. 

if would, if possible, get rid of the Mr. Hawes entered into the 

0 law which deprived them of food ; general question as between the 

[i if they could not do that, they fixed duty and the sliding-scale, 

.* would submit themselves to the contending earnestly for the for- 

secondary punishment of trans- mer, and lamenting that Sir Robert 

[i portation. He protested against Peel bad not thought it his duty 

treating these subjects as party to give the desired explanations. 

tt questions— against making the Mr. Litton hoped, that the 
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4,000,000 or 5,000,000 of agri- 
cultural labourers in Ireland would 
not be wholly forgotten, in the 
sympathy of the House for manu- 
facturing distress. But the Irish 
labourers would have been de- 
stroyed by such a Corn-law as the 
late Ministry denied to pass, and 
the agricultural towns would have 
shared their fate. In that country, 
the satisfaction at the change of 
Ministry was universal, among 
those who had anything to lose. 

Mr. S. Crawford thought that, 
on the contrary, nothing would lie 
so useful to Ireland as a total re. 
peal of the duties on corn. 

Mr. M. J. O'Connell, though he 
gave Lord Eliot credit for meaning 
well to Ireland, could not antici- 
pate that that noble Lord would be 
able to execute his good inten- 
tions ; nor was there reason for 
giving the same credit to Lord 
Eliot's colleagues. 

Mr. Hardy attributed the dis- 
tress in the North of England to 
over-production, occasioned by the 
facility of borrowing from joint- 
stock banks. He vindicated his 
own friends from the imputation 
of bribery, and observed, that the 
Ministerialists had gone to every 
election with the promised bribe of 
a big loaf. 

Mr. Hindley asserted the exist* 
ence of the distress, and denied 
that it arose from over-production. 
There was not too much of manu- 
factured goods, but there was too 
little of food. 

Mr. M. Milnes vindicated the 
postponement of the explanations 
demanded by the Opposition. Gen- 
tlemen on the other side could not 
impugn the principles of a majority 
of the House, except upon the 
ground that it did not represent 
the majority of the country. But 
surely Lord John Russell, the 


author of the Reform Act, could 
scarcely head a party founding it- 
self on that assumption. 

Mr. V. Smith made some ob- 
servations in answer to the state- 
ment of Sir Robert Peel, respect- 
ing the finanoes of New South 
Wales. 

Sir Robert Peel vindicated his 
own accuracy, by reference to a 
despatch of Lord John Russell, 
who said a few words by way of 
explanation, 

Mr. Fielden moved, as an amend- 
ment, that no supply be granted 
until after an inquiry into the 
causes of the existing distress. 
This Amendment was seconded by 
Dr. Bowring, but it gave rise to 
no discussion, and was negatived 
on a division by a great majority. 

The Speaker having loft the 
chair, Sir Robert Peel proposed, 
that the House should choose a 
Chairman of Ways and Means, who 
should also act as chairman of other 
public committees, and attend to 
the conduct of such' private bills as 
were unopposed. For this office 
he proposed Mr. Greene, who had 
previously held the same, and that 
Gentleman was at once unani- 
mously called to the chair, and 
returned thanks to the House for 
the honour conferred on him. The 
first item in the Miscellaneous Es- 
timates was then moved, and voted 
without a division; after which 
the House adjourned. 

The subject of the state of the 
country and of the Ministerial 
policy was renewed a few nights 
afterwards in the House of Com- 
mons, in a desultory debate which 
took place on going into a Com- 
mittee of Supply. Mr. Otway 
Cave protested against the course 
taken by the Ministers on the 
Corn-laws. He thought it would 
be said, that it was marked by 
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humanity, impolicy, and inconsist- 
ency. When the working-classes 
coupled that course with the ex- 
pressions attributed to a noble Duke 
m another place, “ that their misery 
was in a great degree their own 
fault*— that in this country such a 
state of things prevails, that any 
man with common honesty and 
common prudence may provide a 
competency for himself,** he would 
not say, that these expressions were 
enough to drive the working-classes 
mad, but he feared it would greatly 
tend to augment their discontent. 
He thought also that they would 
couple it with another assertion 
uttered on a former occasion by 
the Member for Liverpool (Vis- 
count Sandon), who said, that “ he 
thought the present Corn-laws un- 
connected with the present dis- 
tress.** He thought also that they 
would be greatly grieved, when 
they read the assertion attributed 
to the right honourable Baronet 
the Member for Dorchester, who 
advocated scarcity- prices at all 
times and at all sacrifices: the 
right honourable Baronet was re- 
ported to have said, that " he who 
lays the axe to the root of protec- 
tion — who by forced enactments 
would decree that diminished pro- 
duce should not he compensated by 
a high price — would depreciate 
native industry, and prove fatal to 
the agricultural interest.** This 
doctrine was therefore openly ad- 
vocated, that at all hasards and 
sacrifices scarcity-prices must be 
kept up. He feared, when the 
working-classes read these expres- 
sions, and saw coupled with them 
the door of the House of Commons 
shut for five months in the face of 
a starving population, it needed no 
prophecy to predict what would be 
the evils and discontents which 
would prevail in the approaching 
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winter. He might say also, it was 
inconsistent in the right honour- 
able Baronet (Sir Robert Peel) to 
ask for this delay. He had not his 
speech by him at that moment, but 
he believed that he said in April 
last, “ that one month's delay on 
the subject of the Corn-laws would 
be an intolerable evil;" and yet, 
after three months' delay, the right 
honourable Baronet asked for five 
months more. Mr. Cave wished 
to know when Sir Robert Peel's 
difficulties with regard to Ireland 
had been got over, and whether he 
intended to persevere in bringing 
in Lord Stanley's Registration 
Bill ? He believed, that honour- 
able Gentlemen opposite hated Ire- 
land “ with a pure and perfect 
hatred;** They thought themselves 
justified in doing so, from the enor- 
mous fictions about Ireland which 
were published in the newspapers. 
Of the private and personal cha- 
racter of the two noblemen who 
were to fill the situations of Lord- 
Lieutenant and Chief Secretary 
for Ireland, no one could entertain 
a higher opinion than he did ; but 
they would hardly tell him that 
they were experienced and prac- 
tical politicians. The inference 
which the people of Ireland had 
drawn from two such appoint- 
ments was, that two politicians 
unaccustomed to the conduct of 
great affairs had been sent to try 
“ their *prentice hand*’ on Ireland 
— “ experimenlum in corpore vilu” 
Of this he felt certain, that if 
those two noble Lords had the 
most perfect and best intentions 
and the highest abilities, they would 
all be frustrated by a Cabinet con- 
taining the present Lord Chancel- 
lor and the Member for North 
Lancashire. He therefore asked a 
clear and unequivocal answer to 
his question; and if it were not 
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given, the Irish people would feel 
themselves justified, and have no 
other resource than to resort to 
political agitation, and that with- 
out the least delay. 

Sir Robert Peel replied to Mr. 
Cave’s question, that he certainly 
did not intend to re-introduce 
Lord Stanley's Bill, nor had he 
any immediate intention of bring- 
ing forward a measure on the same 
subject ; but, in concert with Lord 
Stanley and the House generally, 
he should be exceedingly glad to 
correct such abuses as notoriously 
prevailed in the system of Irish 
Registration. He should at the 
same time be exceedingly unwil- 
ling, in attempting to correct those 
errors, that the franchise which it 
had been intended to confer upon 
that part of the United Kingdom 
under the Reform Act, should 
suffer any limitation. 

- Mr. S. Crawford urged upon 
the House the great distress which 
existed at Rochdale, and said, that, 
if Sir Robert Peel could not pro- 
pose measures to relieve the people, 
some temporary Act should at least 
be passed to lower the price of food, 
by removing the tax on the im- 
portation of foreign corn* 

Mr. Thornely also bore testi- 
mony to the alarming depression 
in every branch of manufacturing 
industry. 

Sir Robert Peel heard with the 
deepest regret any account of the 
sufferings of any portion of the 
people; but at the same time he 
had a very strong impression, that 
it was very difficult, by any act of 
legislation, suddenly to provide a 
remedy. He should only be coun- 
tenancing a fatal delusion, if he 
encouraged the belief that it was 
possible for Parliament to adopt 
any measure by which immediate 
relief could be afforded. The only 


hope with respect to the effect of 
legislation was to lay the founda- 
tion for improvement, and work a 
gradual amelioration in the con- 
dition of society. 

The same topics and arguments 
were repeatedly urged upon the 
Prime Minister during the re- 
mainder of this short session by 
Members on the Opposition side of 
the House. The most distressing 
statements of the depression of 
trade and the sufferings of the 
manufacturing classes at Bolton, 
Paisley, and other places, were 
continually made, the policy of the 
Government in deferring the iff* 
trod uct ion of remedial measures 
was warmly impugned, and Sir 
Robert Peel was urgently pressed 
again and again to make some dis- 
closure to the House of the nature 
of the relief which he proposed to 
afford. Several public meetings 
were also held, and petitions sent 
to Parliament, praying that the 
Houses would not separate until 
they had devised some remedy for 
the existing distress, and settled 
the question of the Corn-laws. Sir 
Robert Peel, however, stood firm 
to the resolution which he had 
originally announced, of taking 
time to deliberate on the policy 
which he should adopt, and he 
refused to accede to the demand 
which his opponents made, that be 
would at least give them some in- 
timation of what his future plans 
were. When urged by Mr. M. 
Gibson, Mr. P. M. Stewart, and 
others to speak out, he made an- 
swer, “ If all the honourable Gen- 
tlemen wished for was to know a 
little bit of his mind, he could see 
no practical advantage that would 
he obtained by the gratification of 
the wish, and he thought the 
course which he himself proposed 
to pursue would be found % much 
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more rational one. He and his 
colleagues had been called upon to 
repair some share of the enormous 
embarrassments in which the finan- 
ces of the country had been in- 
volved. Under these circumstan- 
ces, they asked the House of Com- 
mons to allow them a sufficient 
time to take a comprehensive view 
of the state of the country, and to 
mature those plans which they 
would feel it their duty to submit 
to the consideration of Parliament. 
He had distinctly stated, at the 
dose of the last Session, that if 
called to power, he would not 
bring forward any premature de- 
clarations as to the intentions of 
her Majesty’s Government. This 
declaration he had made repeatedly, 
and the sense of the country had 
been taken at the general election, 
under the distinct announcement 
that such was his intention. The 
dedaration of the country, as given 
by the elections, was clearly in 
favour of the course which he pro- 
posed to take.” 

Later in the Session, some in- 
teresting discussions took place in 
the House of Lords on the same 
subjects, but as they bore imme- 
diate reference to the financial ar- 
rangements proposed by Mr. Goul- 
burn, it will be necessary first to 
explain the nature of his plans. 
He brought forward his statement 
in a Committee of Ways and 
Means, on the 27th of September. 
He first explained what was want- 
ed. The Supplies which the House 
had voted during the present ses- 
sion of Parliament amounted to 
1,727,4324; and consisted, first, 
of that portion of the Miscellaneous 
Estimates which had not been 
voted in the last session of Parlia- 
ment, and of the Canada Estimates, 
of which part only had been voted 
laitSemm; and he had to add the 


Supplementary Estimates for the 
Ordnance, amounting to 67,744/., 
and a deficiency in the Ways and 
Means to meet the Supplies which 
had been voted in the last Ses- 
sion of Parliament, amounting to 
24,8964 ; thus making a total of 

1.727.4324, which had been voted 
in Committee of Supply. In ad- 
dition to what had been voted in 
Committee of Supply, there was a 
charge for the interest of Ex- 
chequer-bills, for which it was 
necessary to provide from the Ways 
and Means, of 740,0004 ; and 
this, added to the sum be had pre- 
viously stated, made a total of 

2.467.4324, which the House was 
called on to provide for. 

That did not differ materially 
from the deficiency anticipated by 
Mr. Baring. The House would 
be already aware that he proposed 
funding a portion of the unfunded 
debt. The amount of that debt 
was not perhaps very alarming; 
but he had always contended that 
it ought not to exceed what could 
be easily and lightly borne. As 
long as Exchequer-bills were the 
only safe securities giving daily 
interest, a comparatively large 
amount of Exchequer-bills might 
properly be left afloat; but ap- 
proved banks and good discounts 
now yielded a larger daily interest 
than Exchequer-bills, which last 
therefore, it became desirable to 
reduce. His proposal to the pub- 
lic had been completely successful ; 
and the subscription he had ob- 
tained would -enable him to give 
the requisite relief. The sum 
subscribed had been upwards of 
3,500,0004, exceeding by a mil- 
lion the amount he had called for ; 
and the terms he had offered (the 
difference in the prioe of the funds 
being considered) were not higher 
than those offered by Mr. Spring 
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Rice in 1838. The bonus would 
be found to be about 18*. lQrf. per 
cent. With respect to the requi- 
site supply, immediate taxation 
was clearly out of the question, 
and he would therefore be, under 
existing circumstances, prepared to 
propose a mode of supply, which, 
as a permanent resource, he should 
certainly deprecate, by an issue of 
Exchequer- bills, or a sale of stock, 
at the option of Government ; and 
he suggested this alternative me- 
thod in order that the market 
might not be presently flooded 
again with a quantity of Ex- 
chequer-bills, equal to that from 
which it bad just been relieved. 
The question as to the mode of 
raising permanent revenue would 
most properly he thought, be 
postponed until there should have 
been time and opportunity for con- 
sidering the whole subject, and 
for endeavouring to effect some 
permanent equalisation of revenue 
with expenditure. 

He looked forward to that period 
when, after looking to the receipts 
of the country and to the sources 
of the national wealth, they should 
he enabled to devise a mode of 
drawing out the resources of the 
revenue. He looked forward to 
that period when they should be 
enabled to take the whole case in 
detail, and when they would not 
be called on to consider the mode 
of dealing with the deficiencies of 
one year, but to consider how the 
whole expenditure and revenue of 
the country could be put on such 
a footing as would render them 
equal to each other. 

He concluded by moving a reso- 
lution in accordance with the plan 
which he had explained, for fund- 
ing the recent subscriptions in 3 
per cent. Consols. 

*]Vlr. Baring, the late Chancellor 


of the Exchequer, expressed his 
satisfaction that the six months | 
elapsed since he made his financial l 
statement, had not been found to [ 
have materially varied his calcula- 
tions. He doubted whether the 
success of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would turn out to be 
so complete as that Minister ex- 
pected. The terms on which he 
had dealt had certainly been fair 
ones. They were the terms offered 
by the Whig Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer in 1838, and one- third 
lower than the terms of the Tory 
Government ten years ago. He 
thought it wise of the Government 
to have avoided what was called 
“ a loan and approved the alter- 
native of an irnue of Exchequer* 
hills, or a sale of Stock. But all 
this amounted to the very plan 
which the late Ministry was blamed 
for bringing forward. If he 
thought this delay were asked 
merely for the purpose of giving 
fair time for consideration, he 
should make no objection ; but as 
there had been time enough to 
turn out the late Ministry on the 
point of Finance, the point of 
Finance must have been fully con- 
sidered, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ought to have been 
ready this session with some inti- 
mation of the result. 

Mr. Goulbum contended that 
his measure had already succeeded, 
for the money subscribed was suf- 
ficient to reduce 2,500,000/. of the 
unfunded debt ; and the ojHion of 
issuing new Exchequer-bills, or 
selling stock, secured the money 
which would be wanted for the 
supply. He contrasted the details 
of his own arrangement advan- 
tageously with those of Mr. Spring 
Rice s management. It was no 
ground of blame in a matter of so 
much fluctuation, that kma Tory 
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Governments had been obliged to 
offer higher terms. He desired 
not to be understood, in his re- 
quest of further time for consider- 
ation, as expressing any opinion 
that it would be practicable to 
dispense with additional taxation ; 
but he thought it his dutj to 
examine fully into the whole sub- 
ject before he came to any specific 
recommendation. It was said that 
the late Ministry had been blamed 
for propounding the very plan 
which tne present Ministry had 
adopted. But the difference was, 
that the late Ministnr had been 
long in office, with mil time to 
digest their plans; the present 
Ministry had had only three or 
four weeks to deal with all the 
various business which pressed up- 
on them. 

Mr. Williams objected to any 
increase of the national debt, as 
throwing upon posterity the bur* 
dens which ought to be borne by 
the present generation. He would 
propose to male up the deficiency 
by diminution of expenditure. 

Dr. Bowring complained of the 
inordinate expenditure of modern 
times. 

' Mr. Hawes expected no ex ten- 
live commercial or fiscal reform 
from the present Ministers, differ- 
ing as they did among themselves 
upon the great and often-debated 
question of the Corn-laws. He 
vindicated the Budget of the late 
Government, and declared himself 
disappointed at the course the Mi- 
nisters were taking, and at their 
delay in the announcement of their 
plans. He was particularly anxious 
to know their intentions on the 
subject of the Corn-laws. 

Mr. Ewart denounced the pro- 
tracted and mysterious silence of 
Government, He gave an enume- 
ration of the mills now at a stand. 


or only partially working, in seve- 
ral of the great manufacturing 
towns, amounting in all to about 
50 Bets of premises. He expa- 
tiated upon the necessity of free- 
trade as a remedy for these evils, 
and .thanked Lord Stanley for the 
admissions made by him at his 
late election on the subject of the 
Corn-laws. He wished that Sir 
Robert Peel would endeavour to 
bend circumstances to his views, 
rather than shape his views to cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr. Scott pressed the Govern- 
ment to consider the state of the 
country before the prorogation. 

Sir Robert Peel hoped he should 
not be deemed guilty of disrespect 
to the gentlemen opposite, if he 
persisted in his reserve. The pro* 
sent Ministers ought not to be 
charged, as some had charged them, 
with the blame of all expenses they 
had not resisted when in Oppo- 
sition. For instance, in the case 
of China, they had objected to the 
policy of Viscount Melbourne*s 
Government, but that policy being 
once adopted by Parliament, the 
then Opposition could not, with- 
out injury to their country’s ho- 
nour and interest, have opposed 
the grants which were necessary 
to carry her through the contest. 
But whatever reductions it should 
be found possible to make, this 
Government was disposed and de- 
termined to attempt, although there 
seemed very little chance that re- 
duction could be carried to any 
such extent as would relieve the 
country to the amount of the 
present deficiency of 5,000,000/. 
Much had been said of the present 
deplorable state of the country. 
He begged that gentlemen would 
remember, at a future day, their 
own accounts of the condition of 
public affairs at the accession of 
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the present Ministry. He admit- 
ted and sympathised with the ex- 
isting distress; but he cautioned 
Members against the exaggeration 
of it. A case had been cited some 
days ago by Mr. Hindley, of ex- 
treme wretchedness: Government 
had inquired into it; and the 
statement made to Mr. Hindley 
had turned out utterly untrue. 
He was resolved that while he 
had the powers of Government, 
inquiry should be made into all 
cases specifically stated. 

Viscount Palmerston admitted 
that if the large measures proposed 
by the late Government were to 
be rejected, the present plan was 
better than immediate taxation. 
The country had been pleased, by 
returning a Conservative majority, 
to place the present Administra- 
tion in office, and the first fruit 
had been an addition of 2,500,0001. 
to the national debt. He hoped 
they might not find the new 
Ministers dear at the money. He 
thought the House had a right to 
know from those Ministers, not 
indeed what were the details of 
their plan, but what was the prin- 
ciple of it; unless they had made 
up their minds about that, they 
should not have used the Budget 
as the means of turning out the 
late Administration. They were 
not entitled to blame the expenses 
of the Army and Navy ; for they 
had ever urged increase instead of 
diminution in our armaments. 
What might be their intentions on 
the Corn-laws none knew. There 
was an obvious difference among 
them on this point ; and though it 
might be reasonable to give them 
some time for agreeing among 
themselves, yet there might be a 
limit to that delay, and Parliament 
ought to be again assembled in 
the course of toe autumn. The 


degree of the existing distress 
might be disputed, but none could 
demy that it arose in no small 
measu re from the Com- laws. He 
could not believe, till he should 
actually see it, that Sir Robert 
Peel, whose general principle was 
to consult public feeling, could in- 
tend to prorogue in the first days 
of October, without coming to 
some decision on this great ques- 
tion. Whatever that deoskm 
should be, the parties interested 
ought to know it. The present 
uncertainty was a dog to all 
transactions, and an injury to all 
classes. 

Mr. Fielden hoped that Sir Ro- 
bert Peel would devise some means 
for relieving the distress he might 
inquire into. 

Mr. C. Wood criticised Mr. 
Goulburn's statement, pressed like 
the preceding speakers for further 
announcements from the Minis- 
ters, and insisted on the advan- 
tages of free-trade and the neces- 
sity of alterations in the Corn- 
laws. 

Some financial explanations 
passed between Mr. Goulburn, 
Mr. Baring, and Mr. C. Wood; 
and the resolutions necessary for 
effectuating the measures opened 
by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer were voted without further 
opposition. 

On the second reading of the 
Exchequer-bills Funding Bill be- 
ing moved in the House of Lords, 
Viscount Melbourne made some 
caustic remarks, though in a tone 
of great good-humour, on the 
Financial proposals of the Govern- 
ment. He said : 

" Of course, having a deficiency, 
that deficiency must be supplied 
by some loan or form of borrow- 
ing ; and I do not know that I 
have any particular objection to 
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the form in which it is now pro- 
posed to be done. I know only 
one objection, and it is certainly a 
very great one— that it has failed ; 
that you have not succeeded in 
your object — that you have not 
raised your money — that you have 
not funded your Exchequer-bills. 
Certainly, I am the last man who 
would say any thing likely to pro- 
duce any effect upon the money- 
market, and I am very unwilling 
to say any thing which would run 
the risk off having any effect there ; 
but I think, considering what is 
said of the financial affairs of the 
amntiy— considering the language 
which the Government itself has 
held on that subject, and consider- 
ing the state of the money-market 
—you ought to have taken care 
that you succeeded. If you were 
deterred by any apprehensions that 
you would make a worse bargain 
or make worse terms than those 
which were made by the late 
Chancellor of the Exchequer — if 
you were actuated by any feelings 
of that kind, which I fear you 
were, you should ,still have en- 
deavoured to carry your point, and 
not have adopted and acted upon 
a short-sighted and injudicious 
policy." 

At the opening of the Session, 
lord Ripon had made a very able 
speech, reprobating the Govern- 
ment of that time for resorting to 
temporary expedients. 

** Now, could any thing be more 
completely a temporary expedient, 
or more objectionable than this 
nature, which was the first be- 
Riaaing of the new Government ? 
They were getting rid of the mat- 
ter by the temporary and objection- 
able expedient of a loan, and add- 
ing to the Funded Debt without 
making provision to pay for the 
interest of the addition. The 


Chancellor of the Exchequer him- 
self introduced the measure to the 
House of Commons, by saying, that 
it was entirely an expedient, and 
in the highest degree objectionable. 
Viscount Melbourne dia not object 
to it now; but it was a little 
curious that this Government hav- 
ing censured the late Government 
for such a course, the first of its 
own acts should be what was ad- 
mitted to be so entirely temporary 
and objectionable." 

Lord Ripon had talked of the 
“ immense difficulties'* of the coun- 
try, and the phrase had been re- 
peated with interest in the House 
of Commons ; admitting that there 
were difficulties, it was an exagge- 
ration, to say, that the finances of 
the country were immensely in- 
volved. It was neither correct in 
fact, nor wise or prudent to hold 
the language of despondency, 
which must of itself tend to 
weaken the resources of the coun- 
try. If these difficulties were so 
immense, they ought to be taken 
into immediate consideration ; and 
at any rate, where was the neces- 
sity for delay ? The present Go- 
vernment had the same task as the 
last— either to lessen the expendi- 
ture or to increase the revenue. 
The proposition was very plain; 
there was no mystery. What were 
they looking for? Surely they 
were not looking for the philoso- 
pher’s stone? As to the attend- 
ance of Peers, let but the Duke of 
Wellington give notice that he was 
going to bring forward a motion 
about the Corn-laws, and at any 
given time he would answer for it, 
there would be an ample attend- 
ance of Members both of that House 
and of the House of Commons. 

The Earl of Ripon was always 
well-disposed to listen to the noble 
Viscount in a jocular strain, and 
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not lap po even when some of his 
wit was directed against himself ; 
but he did not suppose it would 
be expected of him that he should 
now enter into any arguments in 
defence pf a speech which Vis- 
count Melbourne had had a full 
opportunity of answering at the 
time when it was made, but which 
he had not chosen to answer till 
the present occasion, and then in 
a manner which seemed to him 
(Earl Ripon) by no means con- 
elusive. It was a mistake to say 
that the present measure was a 
failure i the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, it was true, had not ob- 
tained all the five millions, but he 
had obtained a million more than 
enough to oover the deficiency. 
Although the late Government 
stood pledged to bring forward 
oertain measures, it did not follow 
that their successors were bound 
to strike out off-hand some new 
plan of Finance. Besides, all that 
the late Chancellor of tho Exche- 
quer expected to raise by Ids 
measures was 1,700,000/. j so that 
Jm would still have had tp raise 
700 , 000 /. by loan. 

The Duke of Wellington thanked 
Viscount Melbourne for his sug- 
gestion as to the mode of obtaining 
a large attendance of Members in 
the House, hut be would never an- 
nounce any intention which he did 
not entertain; 

“ I have no intention of bring- 
ing forward a scheme for the alter- 
ation of the Corn-laws, I have 
not the power of doing sq: I have 
not sufficiently considered these 
measures# and therefore I will not. 
| decline to announce any such 
intention to the House ; and I beg 
to suggest to the noble Viscount, 
that une wishes to collect a ;uim- 
ber pf Peers, he must propose some 
Other scheme.’' 


The deficiency of two millions 
and a half was not the entire 
amount of the arrears to be pen. | 
vided for. Demands were coming j 
upon the Treasury from the Colo- | 
nies and elsewhere 3 — 

He found that, what with Bills 
from the Colonies and the demands 
from the East, from Canada, and 
elsewhere, there was a very large 
outstanding account, which bid 
never been reckoned at all in the 
statement of the Budget, and 
which, with the other additions be 
had named, besides other items, 
had to be added to the declared 
deficiency of 2,500,000/. ? Mow- 
over, if he had not been raisin- I 
formed, there was a number of ! 
orders which had been issued for 
carrying out a variety of things, 
which were not reckoned, hut ill 
of which must be taken into ara- 
ridemtion before any Government 
could protend to come before the 
country and state what would he 
the permanent expenditure* 

Lord Brougham hoped that A* 
Government would be pwpwm ( 

soon after the re-assemWiog w \ 

Parliament, to enter on the 
sidemion of the Corn sod Pr* 
vision-laws. 

The Bill was then read a sftpod 
time, 

A few days afterwards the Eari of 
Radnor revived the discussion, al- 
luding to the Puke of Wellington’* 
declaration that he had no alter- 
ation to propose in the Corn-laws, 
which lie understood as a general 
assertion of the intention of the 
Government to propose no change 
in those Jaws. He thought tint 
such a declaration was calculated 
to excite serious feelings of dis- 
satisfaction in tb* public mind* 
enlarged also upon the distress of 
the country, and said be thought 
the Government were awuawng* 
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& peat responsibility in advising her connected by the late Government. 

Majesty to turn a deaf ear to the He had certainly once brought in 
** prayers of the people, and to sand a bill to establish the present law ; 
Parliament about its business, but be found it necessary to renew 
The Duke of Wellington repro- his information on the subject, 

bated the disorderly practice of Ho had at different times sinee 

■-» referring to former debatesj and discussed the question, and had 

a* complained that be had been com* endeavoured to refresh his memory 

pletely misrepresented in the pre* on the subject by the perusal of 

n sent instance- important documents connected 

“ Now, if the noble Earl had with the principle on which it was 

;l* attended closely to what passed, founded. He did possess some 

& and had remembered it accurately, knowledge of the subject ; but he 

t he would have known, and of must say that it stood in a dif- 

dffJ course would have said, that it ferent light now from what it did 

\t P was not I, but the noble Viscount when he brought it forward twelve 

{': * lately at the head of the Govern* or thirteen years ago j and those 

wit ment, who had referred to the who would consider it must look 

^ subject, when be said that if I at it with deep attention, and not 

y would give notice of a motion for submit any scheme on the subject 

sit an alteration of the Corn-laws, I to that or the other House of 

should soon secure a full attend* Parliament, which was not roe* 

* ance in both Houses of Parliament, turely weighed and considered, not 

Gj* My answer to that was, * I will only with reference to other ques* 

^ not announce any intention which tions with which it was connected 

nrf I do net entertain, in order to by different motions made and dis- 

$ secure a full attendance of Mem- cussed in the other House of Par* 

^ hers, I am sure the noble Vis* liament, but also in reference to 

t f count will admit the correctness treaties between this country and 

of that statement, and that wbat other powers, and also the treaties 

si* I referred to was the attendance of other powers with each other, 

i/ of Members in the present session and combined with these the gene* 

of Parliament, I am sure the ral relations by which it was pom- 

noble Viscount could not mean nected with the social system of 

that the notice was to be given this country. On these grounds 

y to secure a fuU attendance in si* he fully agreed that it was a mat* 

^ months’ time, or any distant period, ter which should not be taken up 

ijf (" Hear, hear!” /ram Viscount in a hurry, but must be delibe. 

y Melbourne.) I admit that such a raiely examined in all Us bearings, 

^ notice now would bring a full He did not deny the distress; but 

}i f attendance in both Houses; but the sitting of Parliament could not 

y what I meant to convey and stated remedy it. The noble Earl him* 

was, that l am not prepared at the self had stated that there had been 

$ present time to bring forward any lately imported into this country 

> motion for a revision pf the Cornr 1,700,000 quarters of foreign corn, 

laws/' and he was aware that before that 

^ The subject required to be con- importation there was in store 

# sidered in all its bearings on Com* a supply of cpm amounting tn 

y merce and Finance, and other im- 1,200,000 quarters— making w all 

^ portant matters, with which it was nearly 3,000,900 quartern, besides 
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the produce of the harvest, which 
was now got in. From these facts 
he concluded that there could be 
no distress arising from want of 
a sufficient supply of com. There 
was, he regretted to say, distress 
existing from want of work and 
deficiency of wages, and other 
causes, into which he would not 
then enter; but he repeated that 
he did not know, and had not 
heard from any quarter, how Par- 
liament could remedy such evils. 
They were the results of a variety 
of causes, which Parliament could 
not remove if it sat continuously 
from now till February next. 

Lord Kinnaird expressed his sat- 
isfaction that the Duke of Welling- 
ton had given this explanation, as 
he had understood his words in the 
same sense as Lord Radnorhad done, 
and he was strengthened in that 
impression by the declaration which 
had been made by the Duke of 
Richmond, that the agricultural 
party, who had brought in the 
present Government, could easily 
turn them out again. 

The Duke of Richmond dis- 
avowed the declaration imputed to 
him. It had been said that Sir 
Robert Peel and his friends would 
turn round upon the agriculturists, 
as they had done upon the oppo- 
nents of the Roman Catholic Relief 
Bill, and force upon them the very 
measure they had denounced ; and 
he had said, merely in reply to 
that argument, and not as a threat, 
that if Sir Robert Peel supported 
the Ss. fixed duty, the agricultu- 
rists, who helped him into power, 
would have no difficulty in turning 
him out. He was not one of those 
who thought that the Corn-laws 
could never be touched; but in 
any alteration care must be taken 
to give due protection to agricul- 
ture. The discussion here ended. 


GISTER, 1841. 

The Supplies having been grant- 
ed, and the financial necessities 
provided for, the only measures of 
importance which it remained to 
carry into effect during the Session 
were the Bill for the better admini- 
stration of justice in the Court of 
Chancery, and the Poor-law Com- 
mission Continuance Bill The 
former, being merely a reriwd of 
the measure which was thrown up 
by the former Government in tbe 
preceding Session, as has been re- 
lated in a former chapter, quickly 
passed through both Houses, 
meeting with scarcely any discus- 
sion in its way, and received tbe 
Royal Assent. The latter subject, 
being more closely connected with 
political interests, and affording 
occasion for reference to other ex- 
isting topics of a kindred nature, 

f ave rise to a good deal of desultory 
ebate in the House of Commons. 

On the 21st Sept., Sir Robert 
Peel obtained leave to bring in a 
bill to continue the office of tbe 
Commissioners for six months only, 
viz. till 31st July, 1842. 

He did not, by proposing tbe 
continuation of the Commission 
for six months mean to imply any 
reflection on the determination to 
which the House might come upon 
his suggestion : he proposed it in 
conformity with the principle on 
which he had acted, namely that it 
was not desirable to call upon the 
House to discuss important matters 
of extensive bearing during the 
present Session of Parliament; en- 
tirely reserving to himself the 
power, after mature consideration, 
of making a proposal of a more- 
extended character, or such other 
proposal as the Government might 
deem necessary for the public in- 
terests, when the Parliament should 
again assemble. 

Afterwards, Sir Hesketh Fleet- 
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wood having expressed a hope that 
it was distinctly understood, that 
no person who voted for the motion 
implied his approval of the Poor- 
law, Sir Robert Peel observed, that 
the present was a separate Bill, to 
continue for a given time the Poor* 
law Commission ; and he added a 
more decided caveat against med- 
dling with the general law in deal- 
ing with the Bui before the House 
—he would at once state, that he 
meant to oppose any amendments 
that might be brought forward in 
the discussion upon the present 
measure which would affect the 
principle or the operation of the 
Poor-law itselF. He had already 
said he would give honourable 
gentlemen every opportunity of 
opposing the present measure, and 
he certainly could not prevent them 
from discussingamendments having 
for their object alterations in the 
Poor-law ; but he could not per- 
mit any such amendments to be 
introduced into the present Bill, 
which was one merely for the con- 
tinuance of the Commission. 

In the course of the discussion, 
Mr. Lefroy bore testimony to the 
generally successful working of the 
Irish Poor-law. Mr. Escott would 
not oppose the second reading of 
the Bill, as there was not sufficient 
information before Parliament on 
which the House could fairly legis- 
late. 

Mr. Rice could not disconnect 
the Poor-law from the Corn-law j 
and since Sir Robert Peel was not 
prepared to state what he should do 
with the Poor-law as a whole, he 
ought not to allow partial discus- 
sions of it 

Sir Robert Peel took advantage 
of this remark to strengthen his 
position in postponing the discussion 
on the Corn-laws# 

" The honourable member oppo- 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


site said that the Poor-law and Corn - 
law questions ought to be settled 
together: supposing this to be 
right, it would have been his duty 
on accepting office, not merely at 
once to have brought forward a 
Bill for the adjustment of the 
Corn-laws, but to submit to the 
consideration of the House, during 
the present session of Parliament, 
all the modifications which it might 
be the intention of the Government 
to suggest respecting the permanent 
improvement of the Poor-law. 
Now he asked the House, whether 
the Government could possibly do 
justice to the Poor-law question, 
without having an opportunity of 
considering the local operations and 
bearings of that law throughout 
the country. Would it be possible 
for a Government, without avail- 
ing itself of that information which 
the Commissioners could enable 
them to procure, to take a question 
of such immense importance, upon 
which it was desirable to conciliate 
the public mind, into their imme- 
diate consideration, within a week 
of their acceptance of office ? to 
be prepared, not only with a Bill 
for the amendment of the Corn- 
law, but also with one for the 
amendment and regulation of the 
entire Poor-law ? Whatever might 
have been the intention of the 
honourable Member, a more pow- 
erful justification of tbe course 
pursued by the Government had 
not yet been made." 

On the House going into Com- 
mittee on the Bill a few days after- 
wards, Mr. R. Yorke, one of the 
Members for York, moved an in- 
struction to tbe Committee, to the 
effect that tbe Poor-law Com- 
missioners should not be empower- 
ed to enforce separation between 
man and wife, except where the 
application for relief arose from 

CQ] 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



226] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


idleness, vice, or crime* He quoted 
the injunction of Scripture against 
separating those whom God had 
joined together, and called onMem- 
bers on the Ministerial side to act 
up to their pledges given on the 
hustings. 

Sir James Graham, feeling the 
great importance of this subject, 
excused himself from following the 
last speaker into the merits of his 
argument, lest he should be obliged 
in like manner to discuss other 
proposals of detail, and thus defeat 
the very object of the present Bill, 
which was simply to postpone the 
whole consideration of the measure 
until the Government should have 
had time to weigh it carefully, and 
to mature such remedies as might 
be necessary for particular defects 
and evils. On the present proposal 
he would only observe, that the 
separation complained of was not 
a novelty introduced by the Poor* 
law Amendment Act. 

Mr. Stuart Wortley, approving 
what bad been stated by Sir James 
Graham, suggested to Mr. Yorke 
that his perseverance would place 
those who wished to support him 
|n a difficult position. He himself 
was reluctant to vote against the 
instruction, and yet he felt the in- 
convenience of ingrafting it upon 
a mere Bill of temporary continu- 
ance. Either they ought to discuss 
and remodel the whole Poor-law 
now, or they ought to confine them- 
selves to the mere prolongation of 
the Commission. He was not 
shrinking from his own pledges ; 
he would deliver his opinions fully 
when the subject should be regu- 
larly before the House. The 
only instruction among those an- 
nounced which was fit to be now 
considered, was that which went 
to forbid the formation of new 
Unions in the mean time. 


Mr. V. Smith said, that sinceno 
great measures were to be discussed 
this Session, the Poor-law might 
as well be postponed as the rest. | 
He thought, however, that the ; 
Government were bound at once to I 
state whether they were prepared 
to continue the Commission. 

Sir Robert Peel said, that this 
was the precise course intended to 
have been adopted by the late 
Government : when they found it 
was too late to oroceed with the 
consideration or the Poor-law, 
they had been prepared to continue 
the Commission for one year. 

Mr. Pakington deprecated the 
acrimonious spirit in which the 
debate had been carried on by the | 
Opposition. He believed that the 
regulation to which the proposed 
instruction referred was carried 
into effect not only in the Gilbert 
Unions, but in everv well-regulated 
workhouse throughout the king- 
dom. He believed that no Govern* 
ment ever enioyed more of the 
confidence of tne country than the 
present; but if anything could 
shake that confidence, it would be f 
their consenting hastily to go into [ 
the discussion into which tne Op- 
position by their factious proceed- 
ings tried to force them* He be- 
lieved, that with respect to the 
Poor-law, as well as embarrassed 
finances and depressed trade, the 
country was in a very critical state: 
he believed that the history of the 
year 1841 would be found to be a 
complete blank as regarded useftil 
legislation, and that hereafter 
public attention would come to be 
Forcibly directed to this fact : hut 
to whom would they attribute such j 
an extraordinary result ? Not to [ 
her Majesty's present Government. 

No, they would attach the cause 
of all this to the former Gorem- 
ment, who, instead of giving their 
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attention, in the last year of their 
holding office, to the means of re- 
moving the existing distress, had 

S referred to devote themselves to a 
esperate attempt to keep np their 
own power* He had never been 
an enemy to the Poor-law, and he 
must give his testimony to its use- 
ful tendency, and to the praise- 
worthy manner in which, for the 
must part, their powers had been 
exercised by the Commissioners. 
He exhorted the House to discuss 
the subject in another session with 
mure freedom from party-spirit. 

Mr. C. Buller thought that the 
Ministers had acted wisely in pro- 
posing the simple continuance of 
the measure, until there should be 
time fpr careful and deliberate dis- 
cussion. To him it appeared, that 
if they must take the instruction 
of the honourable Member for 
Yorfc, they ought to go into the 
Wbbje of the Act from the begin- 
ning to the end ; and then, with 
diligence, they might, by continu- 
ing their sittings till this time next 
year, make some approach to a con- 
clusion of the undertaking. He 
scarcely believed that any one of 
the clauses would escape : he be- 
lieved that there would be amend- 
ments moved upon every line of 
ever j clause. He commented on 
the inconsistency of some Conser- 
vative Members who had made 
vehement professions of hostility 
to the Poor-law on the hustings, 
which they now seemed to have 
forgotten. 

On a division, the instruction 
moved by Mr. Yorke was rejected 
by 187 to 36. 

Mr. Sharman Crawford after- 
wards moved another instruction 
to the Committee in a speech of 
great length, in which he dwelt 
upon most of the objections usually 
urged against the hew system by 


its opponents. Specifying six prin- 
cipal matters of grievance, viz. the 
separation of families ; arbitrary 
punishment, and too severe discip- 
line ; harshness to the aged ; bad 
food ; difficulty pf obtaining ad- 
mission into the workhouse ; and 
the mixture of the virtuous with 
the prodigate ; hp illustrated these 
eyils at considerable length by 
specifying particular cases of abuse 
which had occurred both in Eng- 
land andin Ireland; in which latter 
country, he said, the measure was 
more vicious and oppressive than 
in England. He concluded by 
moving, that it be an instruction to 
the Committee : 

“ That it shall not be lawful foy 
the Commissioners, from the date 
of the passing of this Bill, to de- 
clare the formation of any new 
Unions in districts which are not 
already placed under the operation 
of the act 4th and 5th William JV t 
c. 76.” * 

Mr. Busfield Ferrand seconded 
the motion in a speech of consider, 
able warmth and vehemence. He 
identified the Poor-law with the 
Factory-system. He believed it 
had originated in a deep laid design 
between the rich cotton-spinners of 
Lancashire and the Poor-law Com- 
missioners. He inveighed in strong 
terms against the Anti Corn-law 
League, their agitators and lectu r 
rers, for trying to set landlords and 
farmers against each other. It 
would be found upon enquiry that 
the proprietors of large estates sef 
the very best example by their con- 
duct towards the suffering poor; 
while the manufacturers made 
large fortunes by the sweat of their 
labourers. He quoted reports and 
returns to show the great mortality 

S revailing in the manufacturing 
istricts, and retorted in strong 
terms upon the mill-owners the 
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charges of inhumanity and avarice 
whicn they had brought against 
the landlords. 

Sir James Graham said, that the 
measure before the House did not 
pledge any one to the maintenance 
of the Poor-law in its present state ; 
but without the superintending 
care of the Commissioners for the 
next six months, the whole man- 
agement of the poor would be 
thrown into inextricable confusion. 
With respect to the local Acts, as 
the law at present remained, no 

f wer existed to substitute the 
oor-law where the Gilbert Unions 
were already in force. He called 
upon the House to put confidence 
in the control which the Execu- 
tive would exercise over the Com- 
missioners. Within the last six 
weeks, the Commissioners, yielding 
very judiciously to public opinion, 
had made considerable relaxations 
of the law. He then read an order 
which had been lately issued, in- 
volving some very important miti- 
gations in the rule against out-door 
relief. After specifying some other 
instances of a disposition to act in 
a lenient spirit on the part of the 
Commissioners, he concluded by 
calling on the House to lend him 
their support in resisting the in- 
troduction of amendments. 

Mr. Mark Phillips vindicated 
the manufacturers against the 
charges which had been made 
against them by Mr. Ferrand. 

Mr. Wakley in a speech of some 
length declared his irreconcileable 
objection to the entire system in- 
troduced by the New Poor-law. 
He thought that it was fraught 
with danger to the country. It 
was his belief, that if the House 
adhered to the law as it at present 
stood — if its provisions were not 
considerably mitigated — the coun- 
try would be stained with blood. 


He mixed with people belonging 
to all classes of society ; he was I 
conversant with their opinions; I 
and it was the belief of the great 
majority of the country that the | 
Poor-law was not only inhttmanin J 

its nature, but anti-Christian ; yes, 
he would repeat, it was anti-Christ- 
ian — and that it had its origin m 
selfishness, the most destructive 
feeling that could be engendered 
by the human mind. He did not 
believe, that the Poor-law origin- 
ated in a feeling of selfishness: it 
sprang from ignorance of the con- 
dition of the poor. He hoped the 
House would approach the subject 
in a Christian spirit, and not take i 
it up on the dogmas of the Utffl- I 
tarians, who would sacrifice every* 
thing for the purpose of squaring 
their principles, even to the grind- 
ing the bones of the poor into dost 
wherewith to manure the soil 

Mr. Crawford’s instruction to the 
Committee having been rejected bv 
131 to 49, be moved a second, 
the object of which was to limit 
the powers of the CommWonen 
with respect todisallowing oat-door 
relief. This motion, however, was 
rejected like the former one by a 
large majority. The bill then went 
through the Committee and passed; 
a motion by Mr. Fielden on the 
third reading, that it should be 
read on that day three months, 
having been rejected on a division 
by 133 to 18. 

All the business of immediate 
urgency which required the atten- 
tion of Parliament having been 
now despatched, nothing remained 
to delay the prorogation, which 
took place on the 7th October; the 
Lords Commissioners being the 
Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Wel- 
lington, the Duke of Buckingham, 
the Earl of Shaftesbury, and Lord 
Wharncliffe. The Speaker and 
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the House of Commons having 
been summoned to the bar of the 
House of Lords, the Lord Chan- 
cellor read the following speech. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen — 

• f We are commanded by her 
Majesty to acquaint you that it 
appears advisable to her Majesty to 
bring to a close the present session 
of Parliament. 

M In conformity with the advice 
of her Parliament, and in pursu- 
ance of the declared intentions of 
her Majesty, her Majesty has taken 
the requisite measures for the form- 
ation of a. new Administration, 
and the arrangements for that pur- 
pose have been completed by her 
Majesty. 

94 Gentlemen of the House of 
Commons— 

Xt We have it in command from 
her Majesty to thank you for the 
Supplies which you have granted 
to her Majesty for those branches 
of the public service for which 
complete provision had not been 
made by the late Parliament. 


c< My Lords and Gentlemen— 

u The measures which it will be 
expedient to adopt for the purpose 
of equalising the public income 
and the annual expenditure, and 
other important objects connected 
with the trade and commerce of 
the country, will necessarily occupy 
your attention at an early period 
after the recess. 

4C Her Majesty has commanded 
us to repeat the expression of her 
deep concern at the distress which 
has prevailed for a considerable 
period in some of the principal 
manufacturing districts, and to 
assure you that you may rely upon 
the cordial concurrence of her 
Majesty in all such measures as 
shall appear, after mature consid- 
eration, best calculated to prevent 
the recurrence of that distress, 
and to promote the great object 
of all her Majesty's wishes, the 
happiness and contentment of all 
her people." 

The Lord Chancellor then de- 
clared Parliament to be prorogued 
to the 11th November next. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Franck.- State of Public Opinion in France, and situation of Parties 
—Addresses presented to the King on the Jour de l'Au— Gratifying 
recephon of the Clergy — Reply of Ihe King — Financial Statement of 
Vl' H fV} ann Ihe Chamber of Deputies — Account given by him of 
the different branches of the Public Revenues and their probable 
produce— Official Statement of the Assets and Liabilities qfthe Bank 
of Frame— Conviction and Imprisonment qf the AbUde Latmenais 
J or publishing a Seditious P amphlet—W ar-parly advocate an alliance f 

with Russia— Conduct of France towards Spain— Speech ofM. Gw* I 

zot in the Chamber of Peers on the Subject— Note addressed by M. 
Guizot to M. Ferrer , Minister for Foreign Affairs of Spain, i* 
Answer to the Manifesto of Queen Chiistina— Question of the Forth 
f cations round Paris— Appointment of a Committee to Report oh ihe 
Subject Report drawn up by M. Thiers — Discussion thereupon w 
the Chamber of Deputies— Speeches of MM. Carnot , Thiers, Mar- 
shal Soult, M. Guizot , and others — Amendment proposed by General 
Schneider for erecting Works on a less extensive scale opposed by Af* 
Guizot, and negatived— BUI for fortifying Paris passed- Bill in- 
troduced by the Minister of Finance (M. Humann) demanding 
Credits— Speech of M. Humann — Forged Letters imputed to Lorn I 
Phiuppe Prosecution of French Journals for publishing them — l 

Execution of Darmes the Regicide— Discontent throughout France , 
and serious Disturbances in the Provinces on account of ihe pressure 
of Taxation— Riots at Toulouse , Lyons, and other places— Disturb- 
ances in Paris— Attempt to Assassinate the Duke dAumale on his 
return from Africa— Seizure of Qucnisset the Assassin — Account of 
the “ Communistes Trial and Condemnation of Qucnisset and fus 
Accomplices— Trial and Conviction of M. Du pot y, Editor of the 
Journal du Peuple — Government Prosecutions of the Press in 
France— Treaty for the Suppression of the Slave Trade signed in 
London between France and the other great Powers of Europe- 
Account of the Stale of external Commerce of France, published by 
the Administration of Customs . 

T HIS year opened with better have given the histoiy in our pre- 
auspices fbr the peace of Eu- ceding volume. True it is, that 
rope than could have been antici- thefeelingof bitter hostility against 
pated, from the conduct and atti- England was still fostered and en- 
tude of France ever since the couraged by the violent language 
execution of the treaty of the 15th of an incendiary press, and, to 
of July, fit London, of which we borrow the words of a contempo* 
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huy writer, “ the feeling amongst 
all classes was one of anger ami 
exasperation. Carliste, Juste Mi- 
lieu, Centres, Doctrinaires, and all 
the varieties of the Gauche, seemed 
to share it equally ; and the pro- 
vincial press was beyond measure 
violent and exciting. The Cham- 
ber was in a state of decomposition 
as to parties. The Foreign Minis- 
ter (M. Guiaot) was unpopular ; 
and amidst all this the Court was 
tinderplotting and working for its 
own purposes.” The clouds, in- 
deed, rested on the horiaon, and it 
was impossible to predict how soon 
the excited passions of the French 
might precipitate a war 5 but there 
Were rtiany reasons for believing, 
that this calamity would be averted, 
and that, on a mistaken point of 
honour, France would not throw 
away the scabbard and commence 
a struggle, in which the must have 
fctotid tuone, against all the other 
great fcowters of Europe. 

In the first place, the question 
oT the evacuation of Syria, and 
Surrender of that country to its 
rightful Sovereign, the Sultan, had 
become tm fait accompli ; and a 
considerable interval had elapsed 
since England, Austria, Prussia, 
and Russia, had begun to employ 
force against the rebellious and 
obstinate Pasha of Egypt, without 
any overt act of hostility on the 
part of France. She had threat- 
ened, ahd shown every disposition 
to go to War, by increasing her 
armaments, both by sea and land, 
on a prodigious scale; but hitherto 
her anger had been confined to 
such demonstrations, and unless 
softie new and unexpected event 
occurred to give her a pretext for 
declaring war, it was impossible 
tor her to dd So on account of any- 
thing which had taken place up 1 6 
this rime, in consequence of the 


signature of the Brunow Conven- 
tion. In the second place, the 
Cabinet of M. Thiers had been 
compelled to give way on this very 
war-question, and it had been suc- 
ceeded by the Soult-Guiaot Mi- 
nistry, whose views were much 
more pacific than those of their 
predecessors ; and the character of 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
was itself a guarantee, that the 
voice of moderation and reason 
would prevail in the Councils of 
the King. Nor was the least trust- 
worthy security for the peace of 
Europe to be found in the known 
disposition and temper of Louis 
Philippe. He was strongly averse 
to committing France in an iso- 
lated contest with the other great 
Monarchies of Europe, and was 
anxious especially to cultivate 
friendly relations with his power- 
ful neighbour — Great Britain. 
England herself threw no fuel on 
the flame of discord between thti 
two countries, and her calm and 
dignified conduct under the insult- 
ing menaces of the French jotir* 
nalists , — cet affreux silence des An- 
glais, as it was on another occasion 
not inaptly called — contributed, 
perhaps, more than anything else, 
to avert the catastrophe of a gene- 
ral war in Europe. 

Upon the whole, therefore, there 
was good reason for believing that 
the irritated jealousy of France 
would not lead her into any greater 
folly than that of keeping up, at 
to enormous cost, une paix armie, 
and indulging in grandiloquent 
language about the national ho- 
nour and dignity, while she stood 
aloof from the attempts that were 
made to conciliate her wounded 
pride by the other fitifdpean Powers; 
who were sincerely desirous to cul- 
tivate friendly relations with tbftt 
great and powerful kingdom. 
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At the commencement of the 
new year, the principal public 
functionaries and deputations from 
the various scientific and other 
bodies waited upon the King, to 
present their congratulations on 
the Jour dc V An. Their addresses 
were, as might be expected, highly 
eulogistic ; but although, under or- 
dinary circumstances, they might 
be passed over as a mere inter- 
change of mutual compliments, 
they on this occasion derived im- 

? >rtance, as eliciting from Louis 
hilippe an expression of his pacific 
sentiments. He seemed anxious to 
disavow the charge that France 
was “a cause of perturbation in 
the midst of Europe/* and made 
use of strong language against the 
violent menaces of the war-party, 
who appeared to desire confusion, 
in order to subvert the throne* 

In connection with these ad- 
dresses, there was one circum- 
stance of a very interesting nature. 
For the first time since 1830, 
the Archbishop of Paris, accom- 

e mied by his clergy, waited on 
ing Louis Philippe, to congratu- 
late his Majesty on the occasion of 
the new year. Some difficulties 
had arisen respecting the order 
which the clergy should occupy 
among the great bodies of the state 
which the King was to receive on 
that day. The Court, however 
anxious to assign them the firtt 
rank, could not do so, for fear of 
exciting displeasure and incurring 
the censures of the press. The 
only laws which regulate the cere- 
fttonial of such reception were 
enacted under the Republic, and 
they pl&oe the clergy last of aU. 
This course was equally objection- 
able, and it was accordingly agreed 
that the Archbishop should be re- 
ceived at the Falaoe on the 31st of 
peoember* 
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The prelate, after thanking Pro- 
vidence, in the Speech which he 
addressed to the King, for “ hav- 
ing made him twice taste the 
sweetest joys the heart of a father 
could feel/’ and in “ extending its 
protection over him on the occa- 
sion of the last attempt against his 
life/* fervently prayed Heaven to 
continue its blessings to him and 
his august family, to avert for ever 
the calamities by which it was re- 
cently visited, to allay dissensions, 
and to render France stronger and 
more prosperous, by rendering her 
children more united. 

The King returned the follow- 
ing reply : — 

“ I receive with much satisfac- 
tion the expression of your wishes 
and those of the clergy of Paris. 
It is gratifying for me to see you 
assembled around me. This was 
the object of my long and anxious 
desire, and you know that I seised 
with eagerness every occasion for 
proving to you my determination 
to surround the clergy with that 
high consideration which I wish 
them so ardently to possess. No- 
thing shall cause a relaxation of 
my endeavours to defend religion, 
and cause it to be respected. The 
more the task of governing is dif- 
ficult, the more it stands in need 
of the moral support and co-opera- 
tion of all those who desire the 
maintenance of order and the reign 
of the laws. That moral rapport 
and co-operation are particularly 
indispensable to prevent the re- 
newed of those odious attempt*, 
respecting which you have ex* 
pressed yourself in a manner which 
much affected me. That moral 
support and co-operation of all 
honest men will impart to my Go- 
vernment the strength necessary 
for the accomplishment of the duties 
which it is called uppn to fulfil# 
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and I place among the first of those 
duties that of causing religion to 
be cherished, of combating im- 
morality, and of showing to the 
world, despite of all that the re- 
tilers of France may say, that re- 
spect for religion, morality, and 
virtue, is still amongst us the feel- 
ing of the immense majority.'* 

On the 30th of December, M. 
Humann, the Minister of Finance, 
presented in the Chamber of De- 
puties his financial statement for 
1842, and after some preliminary 
observations said, “In applying 
for the credit necessary for the 
estimates of 1842, we have stated 
that, independently of our acci- 
dental wants, the public revenue, 
in spite of its progressive increase, 
was no longer equal to the ordi- 
nary expenditure of the state. In 
addition to this expenditure the 
Chambers have voted 400,000, OOOf. 
for works of public utility, which 
have successsively absorbed the 
funds which were left disposable 
by the sinking-fund. These votes 
have at length reached the pre- 
sumed amount of the annual re- 
serve. We have also to meet 
extraordinary expense which may 
certainly be modified by events, or 
by the resolutions of the Chambers, 
but which we must at the present 
moment bring into our calcula- 
tion, and which shows a deficiency, 
although reduced by a special law, 
as to the outlay for the army and 
navy, of 500,000, OOOf. We are 
alio not to lose sight of the fact, 
that the treasury nas to support 
another excess of 256,000, OOOf., 
arising from estimates anterior to 
1833, and which has partly ab- 
sorbed the resources of the Boating 
debt" 

M. Humann then stated, that 
the total amount of the ordinary 
•ad extraordinary expenses Bar the 
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year 1842 would, according to his 
estimation, exceed 1,3 16,000, OOOf. 
(52,640,000/. sterling). The gross 
income he took at l,162,000,000f. 
(46,480,000/. sterling) thus show- 
ing a deficit of 154,000,000f. 
(6,160,000/.) (i To meet the ex- 
traordinary expenses called for by 
the present isolated situation of 
France,” said M. Humann, “and 
to continue the great public works 
already commenced, I propose — 
first, to devote to the extinction of 
the deficits of theyearsl840, 1841, 
and 1842, the reserve or surplus 
of the sinking fund from and after 
the year 1842 ; and secondly, that 
the Government be authorised to 
contract a loan of 450,000,000f. 
for the completion of those great 
works undertaken by the Depart- 
ments of War, Marine, and Public 
Works." He added, that “ his 
intention was to spread the expense 
of those works over a certain 
number of years," and that “he 
would shortly submit to the Cham- 
ber a special projet de loi with that 
object/' The Minister of Finance 
also stated, that he proposed avail- 
ing himself of a reserved fund of 
120,000,000f. actually in the trea- 
sury, in order to avoid the neces- 
sity for contracting a loan under 
disadvantageous circumstances; and 
concluded an elaborate speech by 
laying before the Chamber a 
statement of the burdens and 
revenues of the State. He said 
that the Budget then presented 
exceeded by 190,000, OOOf. that 
which had been voted in the last 
session ; and that with regard 
to the mass of expenses, which 
amounted to 1,316,000, OOOf., the 
proceeds of the public revenues, 
estimated at 1,1 62, 000, OOOf., ac- 
cording to the results of the year 
just then finished, showed an in- 
sufficiency of 154,000t0Q0f.* end if 
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removing from the Budget all 
extraordinary charges, they cal- 
culated the expenses on a peace 
footing, the deficiency in the 
ways and means, would still be 
64,000,000?. without including the 
interests and the sinking fund of the 
new rentes, which Ministers then 
proposed to the Chamber to create. 

The following account was then 
given, by M. Humann, of the dif- 
ferent branches of the public re- 
venues and their probable produce 
fbt* 1842: ‘‘The amotibt of thi 
fbut direct contributions for 1842 
Is estimated at 896,054,610?., of 
which 286,080,1 lOf. are for the 
general purposes of the Budget, 
and i i 0,024,500? for depart* 
mental and communal expenses; 
this valuation exceeds that of the 
Budget of 1841 by 5,377, 800f; 
The produce Of the indirect taxes 
hre as follow. The payment oh 
registrations and oh bonds produced 
In 1840 the sum of 192,845,400?, 
which is 6,000,000f. inbre than in 
the year preceding. hi the pto^ 
ject of law on the receipts of 1840 
we intend to propose fresh dis- 
positions, in order to regulate the 
duty payable oh the transmission 
of offices, from which we calculate 
on an increase to the revehue of 
800,000? The Stamp-duty is not 
so productive as it ought to be in 
proportion to the increase of busi- 
ness; this branch of the revenue 
Will have the attention of the 
Government, in order to derive 
from it mote advantage, and to 
prevent the fr&uds which hOW 
tender it so unproductive. We 
have noW entered the ttCeipft of 
the Stamp-duties at the sum of 
64*260,060? * which was the amount 
received in 1869; A decrease ef 
686 , 000 ?, is foreseen in the produce 
of the domains and the property 
of the Grown* valued at 5,044*000? 


We shall, however, itt the court! 
Of 1842, realise a part of the tone! 
of the Salt-works in the East. 
The produce of the forests of th! 
State is borne on the Budget fbt 
the sum oF 30,942,500?, the same 
as it was valued at in 1841 . The 
Other productions of foe forests 
and the fisheries are valued at 
2,087,500? 

44 The Customs and Salt-duties 
in 1840 increased to 181 *000,000?; 
and although the receipts of 1840 
were increased 4,000,000? by the 
accidental importation of foreign 
corn, the renewal of Which it not 
to be desired, We do not thihk WS 
shall erT in estimating the receipts 
for 1842 at a similar Smoubt. 
The low price of corn, whilst it 
excludes the necessity of importing 
foreign cord, must promote thfe con^ 
sumption of other articled Which 
yield a revenue to foe publk 
Treasury. The, law of July list 
relative to sugars, Seems to a! 
more than an equivalent for the 
4*000,000? in question. The itt* 
direct taxes have been estimated 
upon What oCcurtted in 1840 ; bht 
is regards beet-root Sugar, we have 
thought it right, in consequence of 
the progressive development Of 
that industry, to add 8,000,00d 
of kilogramme! to the quantity 
yielded by the last harvest, which 
amounted to 24*000,000 of kilo- 
grammes. We estimate that the 
new duty of 25? and the decituS 
will produced receipt of 7,426,000? 
calculated upon a quantity bf 
27*000,000 Of kilogrammes, Which, 
added to the 80 , 000,000 furnished 
by exotic sugars* will make a total 
of 107,000,000. We have font 
fbt indirect taxes, not iOcladlnS 
tobacco and gunpowder, a total 
receipt Of 139,980*000? There 
would be from 86,000,600? ttf 
40*000,000? more if at Urn 
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ted of 1890 the duties upon 
Spirits, trines, Ac., bad not been 
induced one- third. The sale of 
tobacco furnished for 1840 a re- 
ceipt of 94,45 8, OOOf., but it is 
considered that it may be estimated 
for 1842 at 95,000,000f., on account 
df the progressive increase of con- 
sumption. We have estimated the 
receipts on the sale of gunpowder 
at the same amount as in 1840, 
via., 8, 857, OOOf. • We hope to 
receive from the Post-Office depart* 
men! 47*025, 500f., which is the 
amount of the receipt of the last 
twelve month* It has fallen off 
only 100,000f., which is owing to 
the arrangements made for the 
communication with Corsica. The 
Transatlantic mail-steamers, al- 
though preparing with great ac- 
tivity, cannot be expected to yield 
any receipts in 1842. Under the 
head of “ Various/* in which are 
included the revenues of Algeria, 
we have 89,486,582f^ which katt 
increase of 740, OOOf. upon the last 
Budget It has been shown, gen- 
tlemens that the total amount of 
the ordinary receipts for 1842 are 
estimated at 1,1 61,888, 142f., via.: 

Francs. . 

Indirect taxSS . * 396)054,610 
Direct taxes and re- 
, venues .... 695)757)500- 
Public domains and 


forests 

Various 


39*, 744, 500 
30,261,582 


1,161,838, Y42 

We have now, gentlemen, to speak 
of the extraordinary wfcya and 
•means cindered necessary by cir- 
£um*tfem&S. We ask you for au- 
thority to inscribe upon the 'great 
book of the public debt, And to 
negotiate. pn open loan with oten* 
petition lot a sum of rentes neces- 
ftuy to givw to* the- Treasury * 


capital of 460,000, OOOf. It will 
he shown to you that this sum wilt 
be absorbed by the public works 
which are required. The realisa- 
tion nf the loan need not) however, 
be speedy. The Treasury has a 
reserve of 120,000,000f., and it 
would not be prudent to incur a 
payment of interest unnecessarily^ 
We have not, therefore, asked for 
any credit for the rentes to be 
created ; we merely apply for the 
power of creating them by royal 
ordinance, if it should be necessary 
to do sd, subject to the legislative 
sanction of the Chambers. As tb 
the nature of the rentes, the price, 
conditions of payment of the loafi, 
Ac., it is necessary that you should 
leave this to the responsible minis* 
ter. Any conditions that you 
might impose on this subject would 
only be a source of embarrassment 
Your confidence is an indispensable 
element of success. We ask you 
also for a credit of 250,000,000f. 
in Treasury bonds. If peace 
should be maintained and con- 
firmed, and everything promises 
that this will be the case, this re- 
source will permit us to wait for 
the negotiation of the loan until 
the public funds shall have reached 
the price which I think they ought 
to have. The financial system of a 
government ought to be the faith- 
ful expression of its political sys- 
tem. The Budget which wa have 
presented has been conceived in 
-the- spirit of the mandate of pete 
and conservatism, which we ac- 
cepted when 1 and my colleagues 
undertook the burden of public 
affairs. We should have refused 
this mandate, gentlemen, if tve 
bad not a strong conviction that 
the good understanding with the 
great Powers of Europe might be 
confirmed and maintained on bon- 
WittMe tttfl tiffe cotlditiob* (be fa) 
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country. If our confidence be 
not deceived, a short time and few 
efforts will suffice to establish a 
durable equilibrium in our Bud gets, 
and to restore the prosperity of 
our finances. This, gentlemen, is 
necessary, in order that France 
may be placed in a state to main- 
tain her derated rank among 
nations.’' 

We subjoin, in a note, an offi- 
cial statement of the assets, credits, 
debts, and liabilities of the Bank 
of France, which was published in 
pursuance of a law passed June 30, 
1840.* 

At the dose of the year, the 
Abb€ de Lamsnenais was convicted 
of publishing a seditious pamphlet ; 
and a multitude of Polytechnic 


students, and others opposed to the 
Government, paraded the streets 
with shouts of “ Death to the 
English! Down with Guisot!” 
Ana at first it was apprehended, 
that an attempt would be made to 
prevent the seizure of the AbW, 
and that a seriousdisturhance might 
ensue, but nothing of consequence 
followed, and the Abb6 de Lam- 
menais quietly surrendered himself 
to the officers of justice, who con- 
ducted him to prison ; his sentence 
being a year's incarceration and a 
fine of 2,000 francs. 

We mentioned in our last vo- 
lume, that M. Mauguin, on the 
discussion of the Eastern Question 
in the Chamber of Deputies, made 
a violent speech against England 


No. U— Accounts or tmb Bans or Fitf* 
No. 2. — Avnuoes or m Positions or tn 
No. 3 . — Orratioivs realized in tie cool** 

No. 1.— Account* 
huo, Cti. 

I. Specie is hand. including 10,964,567 f, 42 c., of bills due on the list of Decern- 

Mr, to bo cashed on the 1st of January 999,299,76* 0 

Francs. Cts. 

(Bills of exchange discounted .. .. 166,176,120 6 
DUcoc.t, urf Lo.» J ™ ^ ^ o 

C Advances upon stock .. .. a, ISO, 691 66 . 

— L lll,6*6.»41 T6 

a OAes deesKment JDcbtors in account eunent •• •• 10,046,106 10 

•. Oflee department .. 1|al M th# olftcta i* ooo ooo o 

_ ! — 1— 3i,046,lM !• 

(Reserve (law of May it, IS64) in- 

6. income, Governme n t j vested in the fends (Rentes) 9/KX),000 0 

Bills, and Reserve . 1 Investments in Government bills .. 60,173,766 SO 

L Building and furnttore of the Bank . . 4,000,000 . 0 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

6. Credits and sandrise ,, ». ,, ,, .. „ „ W,9*6 1* 

606,769,661 1* 

No* 2.— Avuutxs or tub PoBiftow to w* 
France Ch* 

i. Average* of theapecie in hand (en ctiut) .. 994,371^60 0 

Francs. Cts. 

.. .. * C BUlaof exchange discounted .. .. 146,§9|^00 o 

I. Averages of discounts! Advances on deposits of ingots and 

and loans .. ..l talUou .. .. .. .. 95,044,600 0 

^Advances on Government bills 8,916,000 o * 

. I — - tr9,799A°° 0 

». Amegw of the accounti current of the branches ,« .. .. ~ 10,119,100 * 
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and the English alliance, and 
broadly proposed that France 
should seek in Russia for that ally, 
identified with herself in interest 
and policy, which she had in vain 
sought for in Great Britain. This 
suggestion at the time appeared 
too absurd for serious confutation, 
but so blinded was a section of the 
French nation to its true position, 
and that of Russia, by rancorous 
hostility towards England, that 
M. Mauguin soon found warm ad- 
vocates for his proposition amongst 
the writers of what may be called 
the war-party in the press. Some 
diplomatic notes of a friendly cha- 
racter, which passed at the end of 
the year between the Russian Am- 
bassador in Paris and M. Guiaot, 


[237 

were magnified into an offer, on 
the part of the Cxar, to form an 
alliance, offensive and defensive, 
with France, and to separate her- 
self from the other three great 
Powers, in carrying out the stipu- 
lations of the treaty of the 15 th 
of July. But Russia, on this oc- 
casion, seems to have done no more 
than express, in common with the 
other European Powers, her regret 
that France should have isolated 
herself upon the question of the 
East, and her desire that an amica- 
ble understanding should continue 
to subsist between herself and that 
country. The truth was, that the 
war-party in France, at this pe- 
riod, was so embittered against 
England, that this project of a 


FRANCS, 


trr toDbcoibrr 31, 1840. 

.BaXK DURING THI LAW T 11**1 MONTH 6. 
or TAI last Thru Months. 


,of ths Bark. 


J Notos payable to bum (not including 

tkoaaof tk* branches) .. •• *40,294,000 o 

Bill* payable to ordet I^6»,010 40 

{Account Currant of tke Treasury .. 106,146,623 51 
I. Accounts Carrant . . -1 Varioo* accounts currant 69,607,549 I 

t Receipt* payable at sight •• •• 7,116,500 0 

5 Capital of the Bank 67,900,000 0 

Ream*— Law of May 17, 14*4 .. 10 , 000,000 0 

Fixed, or immoveable Reserve ., 4,000,000 o 

{ Dividend* payable •• •• •• 4,674,774 79 

Bills of the branebaa upon tke Bank . . 310,611 45 

Various account* •• •• ,. 1,111,329 * 


Franc*. Cts. Franos. Cti. 


241,662,010 40 


176,490,666 67 


11,900,000 0 


6,366,985 tl 
606,749,662 16 


. Rank purino the last Thru Months. 

I. Avttageef tke circulation .. J jjyjj to mSET 


6. Avrogs of acconati currant 


( Tboaa of the Treasury 
.{Various •• ■ 

l Receipts payable at ei(kl . 


Franes. Cts. 
999,949,000 0 

i ,310,000 o 


234, 650, 000 0 

1 15,7*4,500 0 
66,256,500 0 
9,491,000 0 


199,474,900 0 
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aUiaqcq was put forward 
more *o annoy, if possible, Great 
Britain, than with any idea that 
it wpuld be carried into effect, qr 
even seriously contemplated. 

We stated in our last volume 
that tbe Ex-Queen-Regent of 
Spain, Queen Christina had, after 

? iuitting that kingdom, taken re- 
uge in France, and had been 
received in Paris with the utmost 
cordiality by the King and other 
members of the Royal family. Jt 
was generally supposed that the 
relationship which subsisted be- 
tween her and the family of Loujs 
Philippe, disposed that monarch 


to espouse her side qf the qufrrd 
between herself and General Ei- 
partero more warmly than vis 
either prudent or justifiable, and 
at the sitting of the Chamber of 
Peers, on the 4th of January, this 
year, — the order of the day being 
the discussion on the bill for s 
credit of 700,000f, in favour of 
foreign refugees,— M, de Noailles 
took the opportunity of censuring 
the policy observed towards Spain, 
as being calculated to destroy 
French influence in that country, 
and throw it into the anus 
England. No one, he said, should 
presume to dictate to Spain, for 


No. OffatTioiri wamko *1 m 
I. The discount*, advance*, aid Iom* toys Wt«rr 

Franc*. Cts. Francs. Cts. 


On bill? pj Exchange 
On ingot* and bullion 

On Government bill* 
On Mint order* 


(Deposits, 18,519, OOOf.j 
{Renewal, 3C,92l,000f.) 


227,565,100 Q 
55,440,000 0 


7,757,900 0 
7,889,200 0 


mm** • 


2. Accounts of the Receipts and Disbursement* of the Accounts Current. 


Various.— Receipt** 
Expenses 


1,232,653,800 0 
.. 1,310,370,000 0 




Of the Treasury.— Receipts 
Expenses 


M 


8$, 526,500 0 
108,2^5,600 0 


191, m, 180 • 


rv » On the payments effected by bill* on the above accpunts current, 165,799 bills were ree«f«d»t 
sight, amounting to 227 ,317 ,90of. 1 f 


Result op the Opeiutions or the Base or 


Da. 

Art. l. Kxpensea of management, Ac, 

2. Discount sod interest belonging to the next six months 

3. Premium* on gold for the balance pf th# those account 

^ngoiilime Branch «v. . •• 

5 . GrOnohle Branch .. .. .. .. 

Balance of profita 


Francs. 

.. 473,516 

CIS. 

•7 

.. 563,398 

33 

.. ItoW 

78 

.. 23,216 

89 

.. 21,649 

12 

.. 4,T2T,7M 

98 


3,935,631 M 
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Spmiah pride would not suffer 
dictation; but the Government 
should allow no occasion of ex- 
ercising a just influence to pass by. 
It should remember, that as Eng- 
land bad separated herself from 
France, and had undertaken to 
settle the Egyptian question, she 
might next do the same as to Spain. 

M. Guixot replied : “ On a 
recent occasion I had the honour 
of stating in this Chamber that it 
was not the intention of the king's 
Government to interfere, directly 
or indirectly, in the affairs of the 
Peninsula; but, in using that lan- 
guage! I was far from desirous of 


denying the part which the Go- 
vernment had hitherto acted as re- 
gards the political events of Spain. 
When Spain had assumed a form of 
government which bad the national 
assent, Franoe eagerly recognised 
it, and having done so, supported it 
whenever, by civil war or otherwise 
it was endangered. France sent to 
Spain a foreign legion, and entered 
into treaties; this conduct was 
conformable to the wishes of Spain 
and to the interests of France ; but 
beyond this the actions of France 
did not extend. What I meant 
by saying that France would not 
seek to exercise under present cir- 


coimti or t«* uvr Tmmk MoirTgi. 

9. Cm* Afro® etr- 

Franes. Cts. Francs. Cts. 

Dcpocite— In apecia .. .. .. .. .. ,, too, 736, too 0 

1»M«> ,, .. .. *06,474,400 0 

— 607,809,900 0 


■PGCiO 
In notes. 


., M IW, 666, wo 0 

.. .. 548,106,500 0 


- 669,460,469 0 
1 ,748,697,706 • 

9,0*3,569,909 0 


Certified, 


Count D'ARGOUT, Governor of the Bank. 


Fmcs nomine m last 8ix Mouths ov 1840. 

Cm. 

4ft. i. PUcoant and interest aaeralng from the laet its months, and belonging 
to the present six months .. •• .. 

m " .liL. D..k. IU. 


8. Operations of the Bank 

Discount. bill# of exchange, 
amounting to . . • • 

ikrucn on itaob 
Ditto on ingots and bullion *, 

Ditto on Mint orders . • .. 

VMioiif prolts t , «. 


86,538,400 

1)7,283,000 

15,945,958 


I, Operations of tbe bfanebe#:-. 
On bills of exchange, advance# 
oa rants*, *c. 


699,407,810 


1M, 719, 691 Mt 


4WI» 6f (rente) 


Certified, 


Fmncs. Cts. 
551,006 98 


069,640,057 producing 8,951,480 49 


865,771 86 
194,694 50 
11,633 89 

55,196 a 

8,896,784 56 


8,901,477 6| 


9,394,774 5f 


1,476,167 30 

H 


Count D’ARGOUT, Governor of the Bonk of France. 
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cumstances an active influence in pies, but we are not bound to stete 
Spain was, that sbe will respect them publicly. It is feared that 
the freedom of the Government Spain will be delivered up to the 
of the Queen, but will not take influence of our rivals. The same 
any part in the internal dissensions thing was said several months ago. 
of toe country. I entreat the Believe me, however, when I say 
Chamber to appreciate the dis- that political influence does not 
tinction which I draw. If the Parish with this or that Cabinet. 
Government of Queen Isabella 2nd These changes are only connected 
were to be menaced as to its ex- with domestic struggles of parties, 
istence, the French Government Let us not attach to these vicis- 
would not abandon the policy situdes more importance than they 
which it has adopted up to the deserve. I am free, indeed, to 
present time j I repeat, however, confess that there are in Spain 
that as regards the struggles of men who are hostile to us, but, 
Ministries and parties, the King’s that was inevitable, for our own 
Government will abstain from all dissensions have their ramifications 
intervention. Events, upon which I abroad; but French influence is 
will not pronounce an opinion, but not and will not be lost The 
which I deplore, have brought about geographical position of Spain pre- 
the present situation of Spain, but vents this, and we ought not to 
the men who are at the head of act as if we were afraid of losing 
affairs there, have given to no per- our influence. Our policy is a 
son a right to say that they wish policy of patience. We give to 
to separate themselves from Queen the Spanish Ministry counsels of 
Isabella 2nd. I will add that wisdom and moderation, but we do 
the present Government of Spain nothing to support it against in- 
is her government de facto and de ternal parties, if the throne of 
jure . It is recognised by the the Queen should be in danger, 
whole country. There is, at this we should not hesitate to act in 
moment, no civil war, and there is spite of the rival influence which 
no reason why we should not con- has been talked of. The party 
tinue our friendly relations with which now governs Spain calls 
Spain. If the present Ministry itself attached by preference to 
in Spain should really and sincerely the alliance with England, as 

endeavour to become a regular that • which preceded it called it- 

Government, in order to efface the self attached by preference to 

remembrance of all that wasirre- the alliance with France; but 

gular in its accession to power, is it possible that a country like 
why should we not maintain the ours can be without influence over 
same policy towards it? The a neighbouring state when all 
King’s Government will support the moderate party are looking 
any party anxious to bring Spain anxiously towards us ? Gentle- 
within the operation of regular men, the treaty of the quadruple al- 
and pacific government. We are liance has rendered immense service 
not compelled to interfere in her to Spain, and if analogous circum- 
intestine disputes. We are far stances were to arise, France would 

from wishing to identify ourselves know how to snatch Spain from 
with the present Ministry in Spain, any influence not warranted by 
for we have our fears and our scru- her geographical position/' 
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The disposition in favour of the 
^ Ex- Regent evinced by the conduct 

: - :I! of Louis Philippe towards her, had 
excited considerable uneasiness in 
~ 3 I Spain, and fears were entertained 
lest a party might be found in 
France willing to re-establish her 
i'k in her former authority by force 
of aims, and thus occasion the 
if downfall of Espartero, and what 
'-3 * was called, the Constitutional party 

in Spain. In the month of No- 
vember, of last year (1840), a 
ei? note was addressed by M. Ferrer, 

l Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Spain, to M. Guizot, which was 
intended as a kind of answer to 
id# the manifesto, issued at Marseilles, 

]* l by Queen Christina, after she had 

[>$ entered the French territory, and 

pi an appeal to France not to lend 

|ii herself to the intrigues of the 

Ex-Regent and her partisans. 
kf After attacking Queen Christina's 

manifesto, M. Ferrer’s note pro- 
, £ii ceeded as follows : — 

The emigrants increased eveiy 
il* day by men habituated to domi- 
r a neer over the state by the favour 
of the Court and the Camarilla; 
the re-union in France of those 
men with the Carlists who took 
refuge in that country after their 
submission; the intrigues which 
$ the absolute courts would add with 
^ a view to attack the constitutional 
system which Spain has given to 
A herself— all these matters consi- 

A dered, impose on the Provisional 

Regency of Spain the necessity of 
appealing to the Governments, her 
$ albes, to obviate in their outset 

0 the disastrous effects which these 

Jp attempts might otherwise produce ; 

^ for it would be most imprudent to 

0 expose tbe nation to the chances 

of a civil war when she has on 
foot a well-disciplined army of 
ji 200,000 veterans, a National 

Guard of 500,000 citizens, proud 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


of their honour and their inde- 
pendence, and a General-in-chief 
who merits the national confidence 
equally with that of the array by 
his civil and military virtues, and 
by the services which he has ren- 
dered in the last epoch, which Eu- 
rope admires and cannot help ac- 
knowledging. 

“ With this view the Cabinet of 
her Catholic Majesty addresses 
itself to the French Government 
with full confidence, in order to 
require the continuation of the 
friendly relations customary be- 
tween allied courts, and of the in- 
ternational communications, which, 
based upon mutual good faith and 
equity, and excluding all Machiar 
velism and all acts of disloyalty, 
are the only means of maintaining 
an amity worthy of great nations, 
and calculated to be lasting and 
profitable. 

“ The Spanish Government does 
not presume to expostulate against 
the sojourn in France of the ex- 
Regent Donna Maria Christina; 
it does not insist either on hos- 
pitality being denied to Spaniards 
who seek abroad a temporary asy- 
lum. Queen Christina now only 
represents a fallen power, whose 
return is impossible. Her person 
is not a principle, and she cannot, 
in any case, lay claim to any per- 
sonal right or prerogative, saving 
that of Dowager Queen, to secure 
to herself an existence worthy of her 
past rank ; but the Regency of 
Spain will ever and loudly protest 
against all secret or avowed in- 
trigue which might be tolerated or 
encouraged along the frontiers; 
for, instead of regarding it as a 
desire to maintain the good rela- 
tions required by the law of na- 
tions, it would see in such a pro- 
ceeding a disloyal and hostile 
conduct, of which it would avenge 
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itself without delay, no matter 
who was guilty of it, being well 
aware that nations only live in the 
political world by their honour, 
by their prestige, and consideration; 
and that it is far preferable for 
them to succumb in an honourable 
struggle, than tamely submit to 
shameful conditions which Spa- 
niards at all times have spurned/' 

But the chief question which 
occupied the minds of the poli- 
ticians of Paris at the commence- 
ment of the present year, was that of 
the fortifications of the capital, and 
the journals were filled with vio- 
lent articles on the subject. It 
was well known that Louis Phi- 
lippe was himself favourable to 
the project, which was likely to 
give him, in case of any sudden 
imeute , such an immense advan- 
tage, by enabling him to over- 
whelm an insurrection by the can- 
non of the iron girdle of fortresses 
to be drawn round the city, and 
the resistless number of troops 
which could be poured into the 
streets on an emergency at a mo- 
ment's notice. But it having been 
by almost all parties decided that 
Paris was to be fortified, the next 
and subordinate question, but one 
which excited the most vehement 
discussion, was whether it was to 
be surrounded by one continuous 
wall, “ enceinte continuee ," or only 
by a number of detached forts, 
“forts detaches,” at a certain fixed 
distance from the city. 

A Committee was appointed to 
prepare a Report upon the subject, 
of which M. Thiers was a member ; 
and this adroit and active states- 
man soon procured himself to be 
appointed President of and Re- 
porter to the Committee ; and thus 
put himself in the position of 
being able 1° present to the Cham- 
ber, with the authority of a 


recommendation from the Com- 
mittee, his own particular newt ' 
on the question. In all proba- I 
bility, Ministers in this circum- I 
stance were not averse to gratify* j 
ing M. Thiers, knowing, as they j , 
did, that their royal master was j 

nearly as eager for the project as ( 

his ex-Minister, who was the I 

original promulgator of the scheme. ; 

It was determined to assimilate i 

Paris to a fortress of the third . 

class, and the Committee of the 
Chamber of Deputies having met , 

in the beginning of January, after g 
a deliberation of four hours, re- . 
solved — first, that the enceinte cos- ; 
tinu/e and the forts detachis should 
be simultaneously executed; and, ,, 

second, that the whole of the 3 

works should be completed in the , 

course of three years. The Com- a 

mittee, moreover, fixed the rites of t 

the exterior points to be fortified* ^ 

and decided that detached forts 
should be constructed on the ! 

heights of Romainville, at Noi$y, ^ 

and at Nugent, which command j 

all the roads by which an in- j, 

vading army advancing from the ^ 

frontiers of the north and oast / , 
could reach Paris. „ 

On the 9th of January the $ 

Committee on the Fortifications e 

had an interview with the 60- ^ 

vemment. The original draught y 

of the Bill brought forward on j 

the subject, provided that the ex- j 

terior works or forts should he c 

commenced first. The Committee ^ 

insisted on the enceinte continue , 

and the forts being simultaneously ^ 

constructed. To this the Cabinet j 

of Marshal Soult assented ; and on : 

the other hand, the Committee ^ 

concurred in the views of Minis- j 

ters with regard to the time re- , 

quired for the execution of the , 

whole work — extending it from s 

three to five years* lest the ex- , 
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penie should prove too heavy a 
burden upon the nation. Next 
it week M. Thiers read in the Cham- 
ps ber of Deputies the Report of the 
Committee, by which it appeared 
that in deference to the wishes of 
as 1 Government, they had determined 
to recommend that the detached 
] a forts should be placed at a distance 
_ <* from the wall of circumvallation. 

1 0 M. Thiers said in his Report, that 
i a* the project of fortifying Paris, and 
the necessity for that measure, 
us;’ were not the result of late circum- 
stances, but dated far back in the 
history of France, and had been 
:/4< deemed essential bv some of her 
^,1 greatest generals. Napoleon, after 
jji the battle of Austerlita, saw the 
v 4 j necessity of fortifying the capital, 

ip order to render Continental 
coalitions abortive, He(M. Thiers), 
^ end the Cabinet of which he 
formed part, viewed this great 
;jJ i question in the same light, and 
^ g thought it the imperative duty of 
^ the Government to protect Paris 
’If from a repetition of former mis- 
\ | fortunes. Paris once fortified and 
rendered proof against a coup de 
' ^ wain, or sudden march of an in- 
1 vading army, the effect of coali- 
a tions would be considerably less* 
ened , and the system of Continen- 
1 tal war modified, Napoleon hira- 
p self had declared, that had Berlin, 
Vienna, and Madrid, been suf- 
‘ it ficiently fortified, the result of the 
campaign which led to their cap- 
j ture would have been accomplished 
y with far more difficulty. The 
situation of the political world in 
^ former and recent times absolutely 

* required that the capital of this 
K great nation should he placed in a 

permanent state of defence. This 
g was the principle which actuated 

* the Committee ; and it was con- 
sidered that the stronger Paris 

u was rendered, the greater would 


be the respect of surrounding na- 
tions; and that, if well fortified, 
Paris would never he attacked. 
One of the chief difficulties alleged, 
was the supplying of Paris with 
fresh meat: hut, with the pro- 
tection of the numerous bastions 
round the capital, there could al- 
ways be obtained a sufficient num- 
ber of cattle to last for sixty days, 
which was probably the longest 
period to which a siege could be 
protracted. 

A long discussion, which lasted 
for several days, followed the read- 
ing of this Report, in the course 
of which the Chamber was ad- 
dressed by M. Carnot (son of the 
celebrated Minister of that name 
under the Republic) who gave ex- 
planations respecting his father’s 
opinion on the practicability of effec- 
tually fortifying Paris. “ Carnot/' 
said he, " always contended for the 
utility of fortified places as means 
of defence for the territory, but 
he apprehended that the tendency 
of fortifying the capital, on which 
false and exaggerated hopes might 
be formed, was to induce neglect 
of the general defence of the coun- 
try. He would prefer that Paris 
he defended only by a fosse and a 
simple intrenchment, which would 
protect it from a coup de main, to 
its being fortified in such a way as 
would enable it to resist to the 
last extremity," 

M. Thiers observed (from his 
place), that when the proper mo- 
ment should arrive, he would pro- 
duce a document written by Car- 
not, to prove that Paris was 
susceptible of being put into a 
state of defence, and that if it had 
not appeared so to him in 1814, it 
referred to the actual momentary 
circumstances of that period. A 
long debate ensued, in which M. 
Mounier supported the Bill and 
[R 2J 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



244] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


A£. Pages (de TArri^ge) opposed 
it, observing, that “fortifications 
would only serve to facilitate the 
transition from one Government 
to another, when those who had 
begun by cowardice would end 
by treason,” 

Marshal Soult followed, and in 
a speech of more than two hours* 
duration, criticised and condemned 
the plan of an enceinte cotUinude , 
and recommended that which con* 
templated only farts detaches, yet 
concluded by supporting the mea- 
sure before the Chamber, rather 
than have no defences whatever. 
He would accept the enceinte con - 
tinuie, because he was not like the 
man about being married, who re- 
fused to embrace a most desirable 
match because saddled with a 
double portion. The enceinte con- 
tinute gave him (Marshal Soult) 
more than he desired, but that 
was no reason why he should not 
take what he had asked for, even 
though burdened with superfluity 
“ A clever manoeuvre of Marshal 
Massena /'continued Marshal Soult, 
" compelled the Duke of Welling- 
ton to fall back on Lisbon. The 
English army retired upon the 
fortifications of Torres Vedras, 
which had been raised by the fore- 
sight of its chief. It was not 
round the city of Lisbon itself that 
the English General concentrated 
its defence. He preferred the 
heights and the defiles of Torres 
Vedras, and the event justified his 
calculation. Then, if he (Mar- 
shal Soult) might be allowed to 
;peak of himself, he defended Tou- 
louse with 21,000 men against an 
army of 71,000, not by shutting 
himself up in the town, but by 
occupying the heights and in- 
trenching himself in advance of it. 
On the contrary, Vienna was en- 
tered without resistance, after the 


battle of Uhn, in 1805, although 
surrounded by an enceinte cos* 
tinuie regularly bastioned." 

M. Odillon Barrot then moved 
that the debate be adjourned,# 
“ the matter introduced by the 
Minister of War was a surpn# 
upon the Committee on the Bill, 
and rendered a further considera- 
tion of it in Committee indispens- 
able.” 

On the renewal of the debate, 
M. de Latournelle spoke in favour 
of the system of the enceinte con* 
tinuee, which was afterwards op 
posed by M. Janvier. M. Guispt, 
who followed M. Janvier, sup 
ported the Bill, and said that be 
did not wonder at the perplexity 
into which it had thrown the 
Chamber from the fean enter* 
tained of the fortifications being 
made the instrument of a turbu- 
lent and warlike policy. If this 
uneasiness were founded, the Go- 
vernment would assume a great 
responsibility in bringing it for- 
ward, for, like the Chamber, it 
wished for a pacific and regular 
policy ; and it was because it saw 
the necessity for protecting the 
seat of civilization, that the Cabi- 
net had proposed the Fortification 
Bill. M. Guizot thought the 
measure a guarantee of peace, and 
declared that foreign countries 
were not averse to it as asserted 
by several speakers. The Govern- 
ment had received from them no 
communications on the subject. 
When M. Guizot had concluded, 
M. Thiers went up to him and 
complimented him on his dis- 
course. 

When the general discussion bad 
closed, M. Thiers, as the Reporter, 
summed up, and endeavoured to 
refute the different arguments ad- 
duced against the {dan recom- 
mended by the Committee, by the 
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opponents of the Bill. He said 
that the Ministers of the 1st of 
March had believed in the pos- 
sibility of a war ; “ They may be 
deceived/' he said, “ but they be- 
lieved it and it was to provide 
against such a contingency they 
had deemed it their duty, in the 
absence of the Chambers, to un- 
dertake the fortification of Paris. 
The Committee appointed to de- 
cide on the expediency of granting 
the supplementary credits for 1840, 
had, moreover, approved the ex- 
penses already made, and of which 
he and his colleagues assumed the 
entire responsibility. M. Thiers 
then contended that all parties 
concurred in the necessity of 
placing Paris in a state of defence, 
and only differed respecting the 
most efficacious mode of carrying 
the measure into execution. He 
repeated all his former arguments 
in favour of the enciente continute, 
supported by advanced outworks. 

The next day (January 27th) 
the Chamber of Deputies com- 
menced the discussion of the para- 
graphs of the Fortification Bill. 

The first article on which the 
debate opened was the following: 

“ A sum of 1 40,000, OOOf. is 
specially allotted to the works 
tf the fortifications of Paris.’* M. 
de Beaumont moved an Amend- 
ment, having for its object to re- 
duce the sum to 20, 000, OOOf., 
which were to be solely employed 
in erecting works of defence round 
Denis and Charenton. Mar- 
*bai Sebestiani opposed the Amend- 
ment, and declared in favour of 
the enceinte emtinute, supported 
by advanced forts, to the exclusion 
of every other system. M. Joly 
seconded the Amendment, which 
was combated by M. Chabaud La- 
tour, and ultimately rejected by 
the dumber. 


An Amendment was afterwards 
moved by General Schneider to 
the effect that, “A grant of 
80, 000, OOOf. is specially voted for 
the purpose of erecting the forti- 
fications necessary to connect the 
defence of Paris with the general 
defence of the nation.*' This 
Amendment however, was after 
considerable discussion negatived. 
M. Guizot spoke against it. He de- 
clared, that after having listened 
attentively to the long debate 
which had taken place on General 
Schneider’s Amendment, be re- 
mained of the same opinion as he 
was when he last addressed the 
Chamber, and was convinced that 
the fortification to be raised round 
Paris should be real andiefficacious. 
M. Guizot considered that Gene- 
ral Schneider's Amendment did 
not provide a real and efficacious 
fortification, he would therefore 
oppose it. The honourable Deputy 
then alluded to Marshal Soult, 
who supported the Bill before the 
Chamber, whilst he appeared to 
speak in favour of his own plan of 
fortification; this, continued M. 
Guizot, is by no means inconsist- 
ent with a constitutional form of 
Government, and quoted Mr. Can- 
ning and Mr. Pitt, who frequently 
spoke against measures proposed by 
a Cabinet of which they formed a 
part. 

M. Dufaure rose to support 
General Schneiders Amendment. 
He objected to the expense which 
would be entailed on the nation 
by adopting the Bill proposed by 
the Committee, and further stated 
that from the nature of the soil in 
the neighbourhood of Paris, It 
would be found impossible to com- 
plete the enceinte continue, be- 
cause in some places where the 
hastioned wall was to be built the 
ground was mined to the depth of 
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234 yards. In support of his ar- 
gument M. Dufaure quoted the 
works of Cuvier, Brougniart, and 
Dulaunc. Neither did the ho* 
nourable Member consider that the 
Government plan would have the 
expected advantage of creating a 
moral effect amongst foreign na- 
tions, “ for, were I a foreigner/' 
continued M. Dufaure, “ I would 
say, f I feared that France would 
increase her army, and I feared 
her as a rival on the seas ; but 
when I see France engaged in ex* 
pending enormous sums of money 
to build a wall which cannot affect 
me, 1 congratulate myself that 
France is acting for ray advan- 
tage. * " Here the honourable 
Member was interrupted by loud 
cries of %( Question." 

After a few words from M. 
Guizot, in explanation, and from 
M. OdiUon Barrot, who stated, 
amidst much confusion and cries 
of “ Question/* that he would re- 
serve his opinion on the simulta- 
neous mode of erecting the fortifi- 
cations until the debate upon the 
3d Article of the Bill, 

The President stated, that the 
secret vote was demanded by 20 
Members, in writing. The Cham* 
ber was called over, and, on count- 
ing the votes on the 1st Article of 
General Schneider's Amendment, 
the President declared the result 
of the ballot to be— 

Number of Votes . 411 


For the Amendment ... 175 

Against it 236 

Mcqority against the Amend- — 
ment 61 


An Amendment afterwards 
moved by M. L’Herbette, and 
modified by Marshal Soult, pro- 
vided that Paris should not be 
classed amongst the fortresses of 


France (and therefore not subject 
to martial law), but by virtue of 
a special legislative enactment 
This Amendment was adopted; 
and in the discussion which im- 
mediately preceded the final di- 
vision on the Bill, Marshal Soult 
frankly declared that the Govern- 
ment would give full effect to the 
law in every respect ; thus accept- 
ing, with slight modifications (in- 
troduced in the course of the 
debate), the Report of the Com. 
mittee. The Chamber then di- 
vided, when there appeared, 

For the Bill . . 237 

Against it . . • 162 

Majority. . 75 

The enceinte conlinutc was therefore 
to be carried into execution, and the 
forts detaches were to be erected 
simultaneously with it. But Mar- 
shal Soult reserved to the Govern- 
ment the right of determining how 
the works were to be constructed, 
and the points where the forts 
were to be placed — a privilege > 
which had been strongly opposed 
by M. Odillon Barrot, as involv- 1 
ing the danger that they might be 
hereafter employed as a means of 
overawing and injuring the in- 
habitants of Paris. The Bill 
passed through the Chamber of 
Peers on the 1st of April, and w is 
carried by a majority of 147 to 
85, after which it immediately 
received the Royal assent. 

On the 18th of Jamuuy M. 
Humann, the Minister of Finance) 
brought forward a Bill, in which 
he demanded credits to the follow- 
ing extent, and which was divided 
into the following Articles. 

“Art. 1. A sum of 40,000,000f. 
is appropriated to the completion 
of the extraordinary works of the 
service of the Ponts-elpCh»uiiee*> 
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in augmentation of the sum of 
188, 296, OOOf. remaining to be em- 
ployed in 1842 and following years, 
and voted by special laws. These 
appropriations, amounting alto- 
gether to 228,269,000f., shall be 
divided under special beads. 

" 2. A sum of 264,000,000f., 
including 92,000,000f., at which 
the expense of the fortifications of 
Paris for 1842 and following years 
is fixed, is appropriated to the ex- 
traordinary works of the War De- 
partment, for the engineers and 
artillery, and for barracks and 
military magazines. 

“ 3. A sum of 52,000, OOOf. is 
appropriated to the extraordinary 
works to be executed by the De- 
partment of the Marine, and in 
the ports and arsenals. 

“ 4. Upon the grants, fixed by 
the preceding Articles, credits 
amounting to 75, 000, OOOf. are 
opened for the expenditure charge- 
able upon the estimates of 1842, 
via. . 

Franc*. 

Public Works . . 33,700,000 
Ministry of War . 36,300,000 
Ministry of Marine . 5,000,000 


Total . . 75,000,000 

“ 5. Refers to the classification 
of the credits, and the faculty of 
carrying over the amount not em- 
ployed to the next Budget. 

“ 6. The expenditure for which 
these credits are opened, upon the 
estimates of 1842, up to the 
amount of 75, 000, OOOf., is to be 
covered by a sum to that extent 
on the prodace of the loan of 

450,000, OOOf., mentioned under 
the bead of Extraordinary Ways 
and Means, in the law of Receipts 
of the estimates of 1842.° 

' The Minister in the course of 
his export stated, that of the 


254. 000. 000f. mentioned in arti- 
cle 2, 75,000,000f. were destined 
for the completion of the defence 
of the frontiers and the interior of 
the kingdom, independently of the 
fortifications of Paris; 75,000,000f. 
were for barracks and military 
magazines, and 12,0Q0,000f. for 
the artillery and powder. He 
stated, that it was intended to ap- 
propriate 75,000,000f. annually 
for six years, from the year 1842, 
for extraordinary public works. 
The expenditure under this head 
would, he said, be more than 

60.000. 000f. for 1841. The total 
amount of the credits now de- 
manded would, he said, be 

534 .000. 000f., which would ex- 
ceed by 84 ,000, OOOf. the amount 
of the proposed loan. The Minis- 
ters had not chosen, lie said, to 
increase the amount of the loan, 
for it would be improper to draw 
upon capitalists beyond their means. 
On this point, be added— 1 “ In em- 
bracing in our combinations a 
period of six years, during which 
an annual sum of 75,000,000f. is 
to be appropriated to extraordinary 
public works, we shall give to 
them a development which they 
have not hitherto attained, even 
under the most favourable circum- 
stances. When we shall have ex- 
hausted the loan, we must provide 
for the deficiency ; but resources, 
gentlemen, will not be wanting 
for this purpose. If the mainte- 
nance of the peace of Europe 
should continue to favour the pro- 
gress of national wealth, we shall 
find in the reserve of the sinking 
fund revenues to cover our deficits, 
and all the means necessary for 
persevering in the career of public 
improvement. Political circum- 
stances have not influenced our 
determinations as to extraordinary 
works, otherwise than by inducing 
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us to take into consideration the 
necessary precautions which sooner 
or later, in the present situation of 
Europe, France must have adopted 
It is not without profound regret, 
however, gentlemen, that in order 
to provide for the War Depart- 
ment we have been compelled to 
diminish by one-half the amount of 
grants to the Ponts et Chaussees, 
and to resign ourselves not to un- 
dertake any new enterprise before 
the year 1848. The emulation of 
nations advanced in civilisation di- 
rects itself only in the present day 
to the conquests of peace, and we 
must deplore the still imperfect 
state of international relations 
which compels them to consume 
in sterile expenditure the capital 
demanded for reproductive em- 
ployment. We should be happy, 
for out part, to see the resources 
of France exclusively applied to 
those fruitful ameliorations which, 
in augmenting the revenues of the 
soil, amply compensate the Trea- 
sury for temporary sacrifices. But 
we must before all things provide 
for the security and independence 
of the country. The desire of de- 
veloping, for the good of our 
country, the advantages which 
flow from peace, has not prevented 
ub from providing for the defence 
of the country. The measures 
adopted, however, are of a nature 
to prevent dangers, which in the 
event of need they would tend 
efficaciously to remove. Such was 
our conviction in adopting them. 
Public confidence, gentlemen, will 
equal our own, and prove again, 
that in order to guide France 
prudently and successfully in the 
path of her great destiny, her 

S vernors should, above all, have 
th in her good fortune/' 

M. Humann then read a very 

long and detailed expoei of the 


different branches to which few* 
intended to appropriate the credit 
for the War Department. 

Early this year a great senmtk* 
was produced in Paris by the pub- 
lication in the journal La JSrafoc 
of some fragments of letters attri- 
buted by that paper to the King 
Louis Philippe, the originals rf 
which were said to be in the hands 
of M. de Larochejaquelin. Thp 
whole of these were a most dis- 
graceful forgery, the object ef 
which was to bring the King mis 
contempt, and the great majority 
of the Opposition journals showed 
a discreditable avidity in giting 
circulation to the falsehoods with 
invidious comments upon the por- 
tions which they published. The 
first letter was said to contain a 
promise to abandon Algiers in the 
following words. “Asto the occupa- 
tion of Algiers I have most power- 
ful reasons for faithfully fulfilling 
the engagements which my family 
made with Great Britain. Undw 
those circumstances 1 trust that h» 
Majesty’s Government will allow 
me to choose my own time and 
measures." The second letter re- 
ferred to the insurrection in Poland 
thus “ The cabinet of St. Peters- 
burgh ought to thank us and not 
the conqueror of W arsaw forhaviag 
crushed this centre of incesmat 
rebellion." The third hinted that 
the fortifications round Paris would 
be used to subjugate tbe citisena, 
and declared that the King wm 
determined to subdue the press, his 
“ most dangerous enemy." h 
consequence of this the France , the 
Gazette de France, the Quotidiennt, 
the Echo Fran^ais, the National* 
and the Commerce , were seised by 
the police, and the Editors of thorn 
journals respectively had notice 
given them that they would be 
prosecuted for fo r g ery, sqd A* 
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an offence against the King's per- 
son. 

In our last volume* we gave an 
account of the attempt of a man 
named Darmes to assassinate Louis 
Philippe, and mentioned that he 
was convicted of the crime. Sen- 
tence was passed upon him at the 
end of May in this year and he was 
ordered to be conducted to the 
place of execution, and punished 
as a parricide with bare feet, in 
Ins shirt, and with a black veil 
over his head. He was then to he 
guillotined. This sentence he 
underwent on the 31st of May. 

The state of the French finances 
and the large demands upon the 
public purse in consequence of the 
war-cry which had been raised 
last year, and the necessity of in- 
creasing the naval and military 
establishments, had caused the 
taxation to fall heavily upon the 
people, and some serious disturb- 
ances arose in various parts of 
France. The most formidable was 
at Toulouse, where an unpopular 
Prefect exasperated the people and 
an ' alarming aneule took place. 
This happened in the month of 
July, and the following account of 
it is taken from the Momteur . 

“ On Monday, the 12th, in the 
afternoon, a great number of work- 
men quitted work and forced their 
comrades to imitate them. They 
went in a body to the Porte St. 
Etienne, and there seised in private 
houses pieces of wood and other 
materials for a barricade. Whilst 
the barricades were forming, some 
went to the Veterinary School, to 
get the students to join them. The 

* Vo). 83, p. 177. It is there stated 
that his sentence was commoted into 
confinement for life — and at the time 
when that account was written it was 
generally believed that the capital pun- 
ishmeot would not be carried into aflret. 


latter refused ; and one of the 
rioters being sent to warn the 
authorities, was obliged to turn 
back, under penalty of being 
thrown into the canal. Ten bar- 
ricades were made, and towards 
half-past four the rioters marched 
to the Prefecture. They were re- 
pulsed ; and seeing the number of 
troops, fell back behind the barri- 
cades. The rioters then got upon 
the roofs of the square, in which 
the Prefecture is, and flung the 
tiles on the soldiers below. The 
General (Saint Michel) was struck 
by a stone on the thigh. Another 
General had his horse wounded. 
Stones and tiles rained on the 
soldiers. One of the mob called 
Charvades, was bayoneted and died. 
While the riot on the 12th was 
going on, the Provisional Munici- 
pality, accompanied by officers of 
the National Guard, went to the 
Prefect and requested him to call 
out the National Guard. The 
Prefect (M. Mahul) thought him- 
self bound to give his consent. At 
nightfall the National Guard as- 
sembled on the Place du Capitole, 
occupied that post, and joined the 
troops of the line in protecting the 
Prefecture. The rioters then de- 
manded the release of the prisoners 
who bad been arrested on the pre- 
ceding days. The detachment of 
the National Guards stationed at 
the prison was forced, the door was 
attempted to he broken open, and 
one of the panels had given way, 
when the Provisional Mayor pro- 
mised to release the prisoners on 
the following day under bail. On 
the 13th, assemblages more threat- 
ening than before invaded the 
streets at an early hour. Fresh 
barricades were raised, and the tel- 
egraphs of Toulouse and Blagnac 
were pulled down. Then it was 
that the Prefect decided upon 
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leaving the town, and took his de- 
parture in a carriage prepared for 
him by the Provisional Municipal- 
ity. On the same day, a band of 
rioters twice forced their way into 
the house of the Procureur du Roi, 
whom they sought with the inten- 
tion of murdering him ; but who, 
both times, happened to be from 
home. The post of the National 
Guards, stationed at the House, 
made no endeavours to prevent 
this. The persons who had been 
arrested were set at liberty/* 

The spirit of hostility towards 
the tax-gatherer showed itself in 
other places*— although it did not 
break out into such extreme vio- 
lence. At Meta, Baron Dufour, 
the Mayor, caused a notice to be 
placarded in the town, stating that 
“ M. Humann's circular is a viola- 
tion of the laws of the 4th Fru- 
maire, of the year 7, of the 4th 
Germinal, of the year 1 1 , and of 
the 21st of April, 1832/' The 
Municipal Council of Auxerre held 
a meeting and refused to accompany 
the fiscal agents in their domiciliary 
visits,— -and in other towns the 
Municipal Councils, in like man- 
ner, refused any assistance to the 
Surveyors of Taxes. Lyons, Mar- 
seilles, Bordeaux, Poictiers, Ton- 
nerre, and many other places pro- 
tested against the taxation survey ; 
and in the month of August when 
the attempt to complete it at Toul- 
ouse was again made, it was only 
effected by an imposing display of 
military forces and artillery. Sub- 
sequently at Lyons a riot broke out 
from the same cause, which was 
quelled by troops of the line, and 
discharges of grape in the streets. 
Such was the price which the 
French had to pay for their 
grounded vanity— which led them 
to allow the King’s Government 
to ptt all the establishments upon 


a war-footing, and incur an enor- 
mous outlay in fortifying Paris, 
simply because they fanned that 
France had been insulted, because 
she was made no party to the 
treaty of the 15th of July. But 
notwithstanding all this opposition 
of popular feeling to the burden of 
new taxes, the naval and military 
preparations proceeded with un- 
abated vigour, and in all the dock- 
vards of France ships were being 
built and commissioned as though 
the outbreak of immediate war 
was apprehended. 

In the month of August the 
Btatue of Napoleon was placed on 
the top of the column of the 
Grand Arm6e at Boulogne, amidst 
great festivities and rejoicing. 

The same uneasy reeling which 
had shown itself throughout the 
provinces appeared also in Paris, 
and in the month of August and 
October large assemblages of men 
collected at different times in the 
Faubourgs and streets, and a great 
deal of rioting took place—but 
this was suppressed by the Muni- 
cipal Guard without the necessity 
of calling out the troops of the 
line or National Guard. But the 
state of the public mind seemed to 
be to a great extent diseased ; and 
an event about this time occurred, 
which has, unhappily for the fair 
fame of France, been too common 
of late years to excite that surprise 
and wonder which its atrocity 
would otherwise have awakened in 
the mind of civilised Europe. We 
allude to the attempt made in the 
month of October to assassinate 
the Duke d’Aumale, the fourth am 
of Louis Philippe, on his return, 
at the head of his troops, from his 
campaign in Africa. 

On the 13th of October, the 
17th regiment of Light Infantry* 
with its Colonel, the Duke d'Atmi* 
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ale, was expected in Paris, having 
marched through France from the 
south after landing from Algiers. 
At noon the column entered Paris 
by the gate of Vincennes with the 
Duke d’Aumale at its head, and a 
little behind him two of his bro- 
thers, the Duke d’Orleans and the 
Duke de Nemours. Just as they 
reached the Hospice de St. Antoine 
a roan suddenly presented himself 
holding two pistols, which he 
snapped at the Duke d’ Aumale (or 
according to another account at the 
Duke d’Orleans, the heir to the 
throne) but only one of them went 
off. Providentially the villain 
missed his aim, but Lieut.-Colonel 
Levaillant of the 17 th was slightly 
wounded in the knee, and his horse 
was so much injured that it died. 
The soldiers of the 17th immedi- 
ately lowered their muskets, and 
were about to charge the mob ; but 
the Duke of Orleans rushed to 
the front and prevented it, ordering 
the soldiers to ground their arms. 
The people ran back, bearing the 
assassin with them ; but one of 
them seised him by the hair and 
reverted his escape. He was 
ressed in a frock coat, covered 
with a short blouse called a hour* 
gmm— for the purpose probably 
of concealing his weapons. He 
was immediately taken to the 
Condergerie, where he was ex- 
amined. 

The moment the escape of the 
Princes was ascertained, the people 
testified their joy by loud shouts of 
u Five le RoU Fivent lee Princes !" 
The Duke of Aumale turned to the 
Duke of Orleans, smiling, and ob- 
served, “ It appears that l begin to 
be reckoned of some consequence, 
since thev wish to kill me/* The 
troops, after a short delay, proceed- 
ed to the Hue de Richelieu ; where 
the march was stopped for some 


time. At two, the King, accom- 
panied by the King ot the Bel- 
gians, the Duke of Saxe Cobourg, 
the Duke of Montpensier, Marshal 
Soult, and a numerous staff, all on 
horseback, awaited the arrival of 
the young Dukes and the 17th in 
the Court of the Tuileries. The 
Queen, the Queen of the Belgians, 
the Duchess of Nemours, the Prin- 
cess Adelaide, and the Princess 
Clementine, were placed under 
the Pavilion de THorloge. The 
gates of the Place du Carrousel 
opened, and the Duke of Aumale 
entered on an Arabian horse, fol- 
lowed by some officers. The father 
and son embraced ; and the King 
thanked the Prince for his valiant 
services in Africa. He then ad- 
dressed some of the other officers 
in obliging terms, and gave Colonel 
Levaillant one of the finest horses 
in his stables. Soon after the 
regiment entered the Court, formed 
in order of battle, and was review- 
ed by the King in person. At 
four o’clock it resumed the march 
for Neuilly, to be present at the 
banquet given to its Colonel by 
the King and Queen. 

The name of the assassin turned 
out to be F ran9ois Qulnisset. He 
was a sawyer by trade, and a native 
of Sellis, in the East of France. 
He had been in prison before, and 
was well known to the police as a 
man of abandoned character. It 
appeared that he belonged to a 
political sect embodied in a secret 
society, called “ TravaiUeurs Ega- 
liiaircs” or ** Cammunistes ,” and 
shortly after he had been seised he 
accused many as accomplices in his 
crime. A Court of Peers was 
convened in November to try him 
and his guilty associates, when the 
report of the commission appointed 
to make the preliminary investiga- 
tion was first raid, lire list of 
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the accused contained seventeen 
names, amongst which was that of 
Auguste Dupoty, Editor of a dem- 
ocratic newspaper called the Jour- 
nal du Peuple . The rest were 
chiefly operatives, such as sawyers 
and cabinet-makers. The follow- 
ing account is taken from the 
" Report ” somewhat abridged, and 
will be read with interest as show- 
ing the under-current which is 
flowing beneath the surface of 
Parisian society— and the anarchial 
principles which are in France ex- 
tensively spreading amongst the 
lower orders of the people there* 
The narrative is worthy of the 
days of the Reign of Terror. 

** Qi)6nisset, says the report, 
belongs to the honest family of 
the Jura* Though violent at 
times when young, his habits were 

S merally tranquil and orderly. 

e enlisted in the Fifteenth Regi- 
ment of Infantry; but being 
uilty of insubordination towards 
is corporal, he was condemned 
to five years’ imprisonment with 
the botileL He escaped at the end 
of two years, took the name of 
Papart, and came to Paris. He 
became connected with a woman 
named Leplatre, and had a child 
by her* He was subsequently 
coofined .in the Madelonnettes. 
Here he found a feud raging be- 
tween the thieves of the prison 
and the Republican prisoners, who 
seem to have been at a disadvant- 
age* Qudnisset took the part of 
a Republican ; and this man, 
Mathieu, affected to take a great 
interest in him, and promised him 
a place of five thousand francs a 
year when the Republican party 
should triumph. From this prison 
he was removed to that of St. 
P&lagie; and during the twomonths 
0 £ jus detention there he was con- 
stantly worked upon by the Repub- 


licans, in order that he might be 
“ moulded into a man of action.** 
On leaving prison he returned to 
work — 

He hoped to get a certificate 
from the Mayor of his parish, at* 
testing the age and suffering* of 
his parents, thereon to found an 
exemption from military service. 
Failing in this, he became irritated, 
and met his old prison comrades, 
Frioul and Boggio, a locksmith, 
both members of the society of 
“ Travailleurs EgaUtaircs* opera- 
tives, friends of equality. Colombier 
received at his wine-shop the Coitt- 
munists and the men of their chibs. 
Popular and democratic journals 
were read there. [The National, 
the Journal du Peuple, the Pom- 
laire, and the Commerce .] Hem 
were f initiated the new adepts of 
societies, engaged to destroy Kina 
and Government. Qu&risset, with 
Boucheron, another sawyer, was 
presented there by Boggio in the 
first days of August, aomitted a 
member after listening to a rero* 
lutionary speech, and took the oath. 
From that day till the 13th Sep- 
tember, Qu6nisset went every day 
to Colombier’s wine-shop. * * * 
On Monday the 13th, Qu6flisset 
went at five in the morning to 
the Grdve to look for work and 
found none. He met Boggio on 
his return ; who told him that a 
movement was in preparation. 
They went to Colombia s, and 
found a dozen people discussing 
whether they should stir or remain 
tranquil : several of them bad car* 
touches, which had been distri- 
buted by a certain Fremont, alia* 
Dufour. Qulnisset received two 
cartouches. And afterwards Brasier 
or Just, one of the members of 
the soeiety, brought Qu&Aset 
home with him, ana gave him two 
pistols, which they charged. Re* 
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turning to the Rue St. Antoine, 
QulnUset met his comrade Boucb- 
eron, and gave him one of the 
pi$to|s. They also met Boggio. 
And Qulnisset being by this time 
forked up to a state of exalta- 
tion, fired at the Prince as the 
cortege came up.'* 

; Quenisset and two others were 
sentenced to death, but it was un- 
derstood that there lives would be 
spared. 

M. Dupoty, the editor of the 
Journal du Peuple , was also found 
guilty by a majority of 133 to 
22 votes. He was convicted as 
a kind of accessary before the 
fact, in consequence of the ten- 
dency of the articles which ap- 
peared in his paper. This alarmed 
the whole body of the press, and 
a meeting was summoned of the 
principal editors and political wri- 
ters to adopt certain resolutions 
relative to M. Dupoty *s condemna- 
tion. The result we shall give in 
our next volume. 

However much our French 
neighbours may talk of liberty 
and freedom of thought, it is 
certain that the Government in 
France keeps an eye of jealous 
watchfulness over the press, very 
different from that to which we 
are accustomed in this country; 
the consequence is, that the crown 
there is too frequently committed 
in an undignified sauabble with 
the newspapers, and where the 
attempt at a conviction fails, the 
process recoils against Ministers, 
or rather against the Sovereign 
himself, and does much harm to 
the cause of monarchy in France. 
This year was distinguished by 
several of these dangerous trials of 
strength between Louis Philippe 
and the press. In the month of 
December, last year, the National 
published an article, contrasting 


the state of France in 1830 with 
her position in 1840, and accusing 
the leading statesmen of wasting 
their strength and rime in paltry 
and disgraceful quarrels : — 

“ What are these quarrels to 
us?” said the National: “What 
is it to France, betrayed, degraded, 
and ruined as she is, to hear 
around her the squabbles of imbe- 
ciles and traitors, blockheads and 
felons, and to see in all this cla- 
mour but weakness or complicity ? 
Yes, ye have all been accomplices. 
But the chief criminal ( coupable ) 
— oh, we know well what he is, 
and who he is. France knows 
also who he is, and posterity will 
announce it. And ye, ye are his 
accomplices.” 

This passage could only point 
against the King, and in the month 
of September, of the present year, 
the Advocate-general commenced 
a criminal process against the editor 
M. Marie, the counsel for the 
accused, did not deny, that the 
King was the object of attack, but 
justified the truth of the charge 
by quoting the speeches of M. 
Thiers and others, and articles from 
the moderate Constitutional jour- 
nals of the last years, all attri- 
buting the humbled condition of 
France to the influence of the 
King on the Councils of his Mi- 
nisters. The jury returned a 
verdict of acquittal, whereupon, 
next day, the National published 
a boastful avowal of its former 
accusation in a tone of contemptu- 
ous triumph, saying : 

“The Advocate-general easily 
demonstrated that me mere guilty 
of the double crime imputed to us, 
and argued as if our advocate 
would try to screen us by some 
subterfuge. But this did not suit 
the character either of our advo- 
cate or of our journal. Our idea 
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was evident. Tt was the King we 
meant — our readers could not mis* 
take it. To deny it would have 
been to insult the good sense of 
the jury. We disdained a lie. It 
was the King we aimed at, and the 
circumstances in which we were 
placed gave us the right to do so, 
and justified our attack. Such was 
the thesis that M. Marie developed. 
The jury, in ten minutes, acquitted 
us on every point.” 

For this renewal of the libel 
the National was again imme- 
diately seized, as a preliminary to 
afresh prosecution, being the sixth 
which had been instituted against 
it within a few days. 

On the 20th of December a 
treaty was signed in London, be- 
tween France, Austria, Prussia, 
Russia, and Great Britain, whereby 
the former powers agreed to adopt 
the English laws relating to the 
slave-trade. By these laws this 
trade is declared to be piracy, and 
all who engage in it, or embark 
capital towards carrying it on, are 
guilty of felony. The five Powers 
mutually conceded to each other the 
right of search in the case of all ves* 
sels bearing their respective flags. 
This question of the right of search 
led to difficulty and embarrassment 
in our relations with America, 
and the treaty was canvassed with 
much acrimony and ill-feeling 
towards England in the French 
Chambers, at the commencement 
of the following year (1842) $ but 
these matters will be detailed in 
our succeeding volume, 

A voluminous document was this 
year published by the Adminis- 
tration of Customs in France on 
the external commerce of that 
country. From an analytical sum- 
mary in the volume we extract 
the passages which have the most 
general bearing. The first ex- 
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tract is a general view of the 
advance of commerce. The value 
is stated in francs:— 

“ The external commerce of 
France has progressively increased 
during the year 1840. The total 
value of the various articles of which 
it consists has risen to the sum of 

2.063.000. 000f.: this is the highest 
amount that it has ever reached. 
Of the two items which constitute 
this total, viz. the importations 
and the exportations, the first is 
the one in which the increase has 
^chiefly occurred. At no former 
period did the value of the im- 
ports ever amount to a milliard 
(l,000,000,000f.) ; they have now 
exceeded the latter sum by 

52. 000. 000f. 

“ The general export commerce 
(1,0 1 1 ,000,000f.)has only exceeded 
by 8,000, OOOf. (equal to one per 
cent) the extent of the same com- 
merce during the year 1839; but, 
on comparing it with the average 
resulting from the combination of 
the five preceding years, an in- 
crease of twelve per cent, will be 
discovered. 

“ The special commerce (that is 
to gay, the commerce which in*, 
eludes on the one hand the foreign 
productions which France imports 
tor her own consumption, and 
on the other those arising from 
her own soil or her manufac- 
turing industry, vrtiich she sends 
abroad) includes in the sum 
total of 2, 063, 000, OOOf, a value 
of l,442,000,000f ; viz. importa- 
tions 747,000,000f.» and exports 

695.000. 000f. The increase of the 
special commerce has equally oc- 
curred, as in the case of the general 
commerce, in the value of the 
imports and in that of the exports, 
especially in the former. A com- 
parison with the year 1839 and 
the average of the last five years, 
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shows an increase in favour of The distribution of commerce 
1840, via. of fifteen and twenty- by land and sea- 
six per cent, in the importa- “ Considered in relation to the 
tions, and of three and fourteen distinction existing between the 
per cent in the exportations." sea and land commerce, the total 
***** amount of the commercial invest- 
ment is divided as follows : 

Sea commerce .... 1,481,000,000, 71*8 per cent. 

Land commerce . . . 582,000,000, = 28*2 per cent. 


" The value of the articles of 
which the land commerce and the 
united imports and exports consist, 
was distributed between the various 

Switzerland 

Belgium 

Sardinian States .... 

Germany 

Spain 

Prussia 

Netherlands 

Total 

“ The value of the entire sea 
commerce was distributed in 1840 
among the countries of Europe, 

Countries in Europe . . . 

Countries out of Europe . . 
Colonies and fisheries . . . 

Total • . • . 1 

The state of the import- trade— 

"With respect to importation, 
the United States take the first 
place in the general commerce, 
which in 1839 was occupied by 
the Sardinian States, The former 
power is set down for 1 76,000,000f., 
or seventeen per cent., in the sum 
total of the importations, and for 

118,000,000^, or sixteen per cent, 
in the value of the produce ad- 
mitted for consumption. Compared 
with the year 1839, and with the 
average, the year 1840 shows, as 
regarus the products imported from 
the United States, an increase of 
seventy-seven and sixty per cent. 


countries of importation and ex- 
portation in the following pro- 
portions : 

161.000. 000 or 27 percent. 

125.000. 000 or 22 

105.000. 000 or 18 

98.000. 000 or 17 

72.000. 000 or 12 

18.000. 000 or 3 

3,000,000 or 1 , 

582.000. 000 100 

those not in Europe, the French 
Colonies, and the great fisheries, 
in the following manner : 

757.000. 000 or 51 per cent. 

582.000. 000 or 39 

142.000. 000 or 10 

,481,000,000 100 

in the general, and of thirty- seven 
and eighty-eight per cent, in the 
special commerce. (This increase 
principally occurred in cotton- 
wool.) The value of the mer- 
chandise imported from England, 
which was in 1835 61,000,000f. 
as regards the general, and 

32.000. 000f, as regards the special, 
commerce, has, under this two- 
fold head, progressively increased 
each year, and rose in 1840 to 

110.000. 000f. and 74,000,000f. 
This is, in six years, an increase 
of 80 and 131 per cent. The im- 
portations from Belgium have been 
greater than those of the preceding 
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year, without at the same time at- 
taining the same amount as in 1 838. 
Previously to 1833 that power 
had never contributed to our in- 
ternal consumption more than 

60,000, OOOf. per annum. Since that 
period this amount has increased 
on an average to 71,000,000f. In 
1840 it rose to 76,000,000f.* 

Sardinian States • . . . 

Switzerland 

Spain 

Russia 

rose in 1840 to the following amou 


After the above three powers, fol- 
low, according to the relative im- 
portance of the amount of goods, 
&c. sent by them to us, the Sar- 
dinian States, Switzerland, Spain, 
and Russia. 

“ These amounts, which in 1835 
were as follows, viz. — 

99.000. 000 and 67,000,000 

59.000. 000 — 14,000,000 

39.000. 000 — 26,000,000 

21.000. 000 — 17,000,000 

its, viz.— 


Sardinian States 108,000,000 and 73,000,000 . . 9 

Switzerland . . 70,000,000 — 21,000,000 . . 19 and 50 

Spain .... 43,000,000 — 34,000,000 . .10 — 31 

Russia . . . 34,000,000 — 31,000,000 . . 62 — 82 


" Our importation commerce 
with Germany has not made the 
same progress. The value of the 
goods, &c. of which it consisted was 
in 1835, 57,000, OOOf. ; and only 
amounted in 1840 to 54 .000, OOOf. 
being a lower sum than that of 
the average of the five years pre- 
ceding. At the same time it must 
be observed, that, in comparison 
with the year 1839, our importa- 
tions from that country have pre- 
sented an increase, as much in the 
general as in the special commerce. 
The case has been otherwise as 
regards Turkey, Norway, the 
Dutch Indies, Chili, the French 
colonies, Algiers, and the French 
factories in India. The value of 
the merchandise which we have 
received from each of the above 
countries has not reached so high 
an amount as in 1839. An in- 
crease has taken place, on the con- 
trary in the amount of the imports 

• The average annual importations 
from Belgium into France, from the 
veara l** 3 * to l8 *° inclusive* amounted 
Iq about 62 , 000 , 000 k (special com- 
merce.) 


from the English Indies, the Two 
Sicilies, the Hanseatic Towns, 
Tuscany, Austria, Brazil, Mexico, 
Hayti, Cuba, the Barbery States, 
Denmark, and Egypt.” 

Exports — 

“ As regards exportations, a sen- 
sible decrease has occurred in our 
commerce with the United States. 
Instead of 204, 000, 000f., the 
amount of the articles of every de- 
scription exported in 1889 to 
that country, we only sent out 

136,000, OOOf. in 1840. This is a 
difference of at least thirty- three 
per cent., and the decrease has not 
only affected the generalbut also the 
special commerce, and in the same 
proportion. Notwithstanding the 
exports to England have risen to 
the sum total of 160, 000, 000f., (of 
which 105,000, OOOf. consist of our 
internal produce, both agricultural 
and manufacturing,) they have net 
reached so high an amount as in 
1839 j the decrease, however, is 
not of much importance, not hav- 
ing exceeded as regards the general 
commerce one per cent, nor as 
regards the special two per cent. 
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Out of 51,000, OOOf. value sent by 
us into Belgium, 45,000,000f. con- 
sisted of the products of our soil 
and our manufacturing industry ; 
being the same amount as that of 
1838, and 6,000,000f. more than 
that of 1839. Spain has afforded 
to our special exportation com- 
merce a market for 79,000,000f. 
There has been for several years 
past a firm increase in our exports 
to that country. Those to Algiers 
are also increasing ; they have 
risen to 22,000, OOOf., treble the 
amount to which they reached in 
1835. Among the other countries 
mentioned, those with which our 
exportation commerce has sustained 
the greatest increase are— the Sar- 
dinian States, Germany, Brazil, 
Russia, Chili, and Mexico. A 
decrease equally considerable may 
be observed, on the contrary, in 
the export of our produce into 
Egypt, Turkey, India, the coasts of 
Africa, and Switzerland." 

From an enumeration of some 
of the chief articles of import 
and export, we select those which 
will most interest the English 
reader — 

“ Cotton- wools are reckoned at 

151.000. 000f. (fourteen per cent.) 
in the total value of the goods 
imported ; and out of these, 

151.000. 000f., 94,000,000f. were 
entered for internal consumption. 
In comparison with 1835, these 
sums sliow a surplus difference of 
sixty-seven and thirty-two per 
cent. There has been a decrease 
in the arrival of sugars from our 
colonies, but an increase in the 
amount cleared ; the surplus differ- 
ence is nine per cent. From 1835 
to 1838, the value of the foreign 
grain entered for home consump- 
tion did not exceed on the average 
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4, 000, OOOf. a year ; it rose in 

1839 to 25, 000, OOOf., and in 1840 
to 47,000, OOOf. Wools in general, 
the importation of which gave way 
in 1839, have sustained a further 
decrease as regards the special 
commerce. The amount of the 
imports of spun-yarn and hemp, 
which scarcely reached 10,000, OOOf. 
in 1835, has risen from year to 
year to nearly 28,000,000f. No 
sensible variation has taken place 
in the importations of bar- iron 
and rough cast-iron ; there appears 
in the amounts relating to the 
latter article a tendency to decrease. 
Those of coal have progressively 
increased since 1835. The year 

1840 presents the largest amount 
of the whole period ( 1 8,000, OOOf.) ; 
that of 1835 was only 12,000, OOOf. 
The value of the cattle imported, 
which increased from 7, 000, OOOf. 
in 1835 to 9,000,000f. in 1839, 
was only 8,000, OOOf. in 1840. 

“ Our exports of cotton and 
woollen webs are progressing, but 
the former in a larger proportion 
than the latter. On comparing, 
in this particular, the two extreme 
years of the period between 1835 
and 1840, there will be found in 
favour of the last year, an increase 
of seventy-four per cent, in favour 
of thecotton, and sixty- one percent, 
in favour of the woollen webs. 

“ The export of our wines has 
been more considerable than in 
1839, and less so than in 1838. 
It has varied but little during the 
last six years. The same with 
brandies ; which show, in com- 
parison with 1839, and with the 
mean year, an increase of thirty- 
one and eight per cent, in favour 
of the exportations of the year 
1840" 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Spain. — Quarrel between Spain and Portugal relative to the Navigation 
of the Douro — Convention made in 1 835 for the free Navigation of that 
River— Preparations for War in the two Countries — Settlement of 
the Question — Expulsion of the Papal Nuncio from Spain — Sitting 
of the Cortes — Esparlero proclaimed sole Regent of Spain — Nov 
Cabinet formed by him — Speech of the President of the Council , and 
Policy of the Government — Question of the Guardianship of the 
Queen— Scnor Arguelles appointed Guardian — Manifesto of the 
Queen- Mother, and reply of the Spanish Government— Insurrection 
in behalf of the Queen- Mother at Pampcluna and Vittoria—Prock • 
motion issued by Don Manuel Montes de Oca — Desperate attempt to 
seize the person of the Queen at night in the Palace at Madrid- 
Trial and Execution of Don Diego Lem — Energetic Measures of 
Esparlero— Suppression of the Insurrection— Question of participa- 
tion of the Queen-Mother in the affair— Correspondence in Paris 
between her and Senor Olozaga on the Subject-Suspension of the 
payment of her Pension by Esparlero — Suppression of the fueros.— 
Portugal. — Change of Ministry, and List of the New Appoint- 
ments . 


W E mentioned in our pre- 
ceding volume, that to- 
wards the end of last year a quarrel 
had arisen between Spain and Por- 
tugal, with respect to the question 
of the free navigation of the Douro. 


A short account of the origin and 
nature of this dispute we now 
give. In the year 1835 a Con- 
vention (a translation of which, 
at length, we subjoin in a note,*) 
was concluded between Spain and 


• Convention fob the free Navigation 
op the Douro. 

Their Majesties the Most Faithful 
Queen Donna Maria Segtmda and the 
Queen Regent of Spain, during the mi- 
nority of her daughter Donna Isabel 
Segunda, desiring to give all possible 
extension to the reciprocal commerce 
between the two states by the free navi- 
gation of the rivers common to both, 
and recognizing that this advantageous 
principle is applicable to the Rio Douro, 
have determined to conclude a conven- 
tion for the regulation of that important 
object, and have appointed as plenipo- 


tentiaries, &c. &c. &c. ; which plenipo- 
tentiaries, after conferring together, and 
exchanging their full powers, have agreed 
upon the following articles 

** Article 1 . The navigation of the 
river Douro is declared free to the sub* 
jects of both Crowns, without any re* 
8triction or special condition more fa- 
voo ruble to the one than the other, 
throughout the whole extent in which 
it may now be navigable, or may here- 
after be navigable. 

“ 2. The two high contracting parties 
engage by the present article to keep 
the navigation of the Douro uninter- 
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Portugal, the object of which was against those who should contra- 

to apply to the river Douro the vene its dispositions, were, ac- 

principle which establishes the free cording to the constitution, to be 

navigation of rivers traversing dif- subjected to the approval of the 

ferent states. At that time the Legislature, whose principal pre- 
constitutional charter was the po- rogative is the imposition of tri- 

litical code of Portugal, in virtue Lutes, and whose principal occupa- 

of which the Government was tion is to give penal sanction to 

authorized to make treaties with- the laws. 

out the acquiescence of the Legis- This tariff and the regulations 
lature; the execution, however, of annexed to it were submitted, in 

that Convention by one of its June last year, by the mixed com- 

waa articles remained subject to the mission to the Portuguese Cortes, 

a-* regulations to be settled by a mixed in a note drawn up in the follow- 

commission of Portuguese and ing terms : — 

Spanish members. That commis- " Senhores, — The Convention of 

sion not having concluded those the 31st of August, 1835, on the 

&ti regulations, another commission navigation of the river Douro, 

was appointed, which, in fact, having been concluded and ratified, 

£ Jt brought them to a conclusion, a mixed commission of Portuguese 

, a These regulations containing a cer- and Spaniards was appointed to 

ij# tain tanff, and some penalties frame, in confprmity with what is 


’’ jjdSS 

it'11 


tP 

t.f 

5i<> 

<s 

f 

,-vi 

ft 

P 

ti e 

A 

£ 


4 

$ 


rupted. and in the state in which it now 
i«, each in the respective part of its ter- 
ritory; and they moreover promise to 
endeavour efficaciously to improve, in 
every possible manner, the said naviga- 
tion. 

“ 3. The duties for the navigation and 
its system of police shall be determined 
by means of a tariff and regulation, the 
terms of which shall be uniform and 
perfectly equal with respect to the sub- 
jects of both Crowns, in conformity with 
the practice established between nations 
enjoying the use of the waters of the 
same river. 

“4. To form the tariff and regula- 
tion mentioned in the preceding article 
there will be created a mixed commis- 
sion composed of four commissioners, 
two of whom must be Portuguese and 
two Spaniards, appointed by tbeir re- 
spective Governments. 

“5. The said mixed commission will 
assemble within the term of one month 
at the latest after exchange of the rati- 
fications of the present Convention, in 
that point of the territory of her Most 
Faithful M^esty or of her Catholic 
Majesty, which in the judgment of the 
two Governments may appear most con- 
venient for facilitating their labours. 

u 6. Neither of the respective Go- 
venments can augment the navigation 


duties fixed by the tariffs of the mixed 
commission, except by common accord, 
on the same being judged convenient; 
nor can either impose, under any other 
denomination whatsoever, any new duty 
to be borne by the navigators. 

** 7. The two high contracting parties 
engage by the present article not to con- 
cede any exclusive privilege for convey- 
ance by the Douro of merchandise or 
persons, and to leave the same always 
open to competition. 

“8. Her Most Faithful Mqjesty en- 
gages to take the necessary measures to 
establish in the city of Oporto a place of 
deposit for all the produce and mer- 
chandise brought from Spain and des- 
tined for foreign trade, or for being in- 
troduced into the coast of the Spanish 
peninsula. The merchandise thus de- 
posited shall pay to the Government of 
her Most Faithful Majesty only the same 
low duty of deposit which is now payable 
in the free ports of Lisbon and Oporto. 
Nevertheless, if it should be far the 
convenience of the commerce to intro- 
duce into Portugal auy of the said de- 
posited articles of merchandise, the ad- 
mission and sale of which may be lawful, 
the same shall pay the custom-house 
duties payable by the most favoured 
nation, and in this case the deposit duty 
will not be exacted. 

CS23 
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stipulated in article 4 of the said 
Convention, the regulation neces- 
sary for the execution thereof. 
The regulation then framed being 
disapproved by the Government of 
her Majesty, it was necessary to 
accede to the urgent applications 
of the Spanish Government to 
proceed to the framing of a new 
regulation, which was on the part 
of the Portuguese Government 
committed to the charge of Por- 
tuguese commissioners of acknow- 
ledged capacity and patriotism. 

“ These commissioners concurred 
with the Spanish commissioners in 
the regulation which I have the 
honour to present to this Chamber. 
Important alterations from the first 
have been made in it, and the in- 
troduction of Spanish produce is 
restricted for the purpose of pro- 


•• 9. Her Catholic Majesty engages, 
by the present article, to declare port of 
admission or port of shipment that port 
which will now have to be provided in 
the environs of Fregenoda ; and the 
articles of lawful commerce introduced 
into i hat port from Portugal shall be 
subject to the same duties as are paid in 
the other ports of Spain. 

“ 10. As to what concerns the custom 
duties the mode of collection, the ad- 
ministrative and security regulations for 
preventing frauds against the fiscal laws, 
each of the two respective Governments 
will proceed with regard to the said 
points in conformity with their natural 
independence, according to the method 
and form best suited to their interests. 

“11. The tariff and regulation to 
which articles 3 and 4 refer shall, as 
anon as they may be approved by both 
contracting parties, be understood to 
form an integral part of the present 
Convention. 

41 12. The present Convention may 
be revised and modified on the requi- 
sition of either of the two contracting 
parties, after the lapse of twenty-one 
year*' from the date of the ratification. 

“13. Tr.e ratifications shall he ex- 
changed within the period of one month, 
or as soon as possible. 

** In faith of which the respective 


tecting our industry and our wine 
trade. 

** But as this regulation contain! 
provisions which, in virtue of the 
constitution of the monarchy, re. 
quire the approbation of the Corta, 
it is my duty to submit the follow- 
ing proposition to the Chamber:— 
“ c The Government is author- 
ized to carry into execution the 
articles comprehended in titles 5 
and 7, and in the respective tables 
of the regulation of the 28th of 
May, 1840, which is to form part 
of the Convention signed on the 
31st of August, 1835, with the 
Spanish Government, for the free 
navigation of the Douro. 

“ c Rodrigo da Fonsbca 
Magalhaks. 

“ * Office of the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, June 30, 1 840. ,> 

Plenipotentiaries sign and seal tbenm* 
with the seal of their arms, in Lisbon, 
August 31, 1835. 

" Duke op Pauiella. 
u Gvaruto Perks de Castro . 11 

Ratipicatiow. 

“ Donna Maria,” &c. (Here follow* 
the preamble as before, and a copy of 
the treaty.) , 

u The said Convention, the tenonr of 
which is as above recited, being p«*| 
sented to me, and all therein contains 
having been well reviewed, considered, 
and examined by me, after having heard 
the Council of Slate, I ratify and con- 
firm it in all its parts, and by these pre- 
sents give it for firm and valid, in order 
that it may yield and produce it* due 
effect, promising on faith and Roy** 
word to observe the same, to 
and cause it to be executed and ob- 
served in every possible manner, 1“ 
testimony and confirmation of the afore- 
said, 1 cause to pass the present deed** 
by me signed, passed with the append™ 
seal of the Royal arms, and reported bf 
the undersigned Counsellor of State, Mi- 
nister and Secretary of State. 

“ Given in the Palace of the Necesii- 
dades. Sept. 20, 1835. 

“ The Queer. „ 

“ Marquess de Saldamha* 
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Jufttii The agricultural interest, how- 
ever, in Portugal, was strongly 
srepfaw* opposed to these regulations, as in- 
ci. 13 ® jurious to the country; and the 
tbs* Ministry not daring to offend so 
jgfaiir powerful a body, debated the mat- 
ter amongst themselves for three 
fytkQf weeks, until it became impossible 
en m$ii to hold assembled, for a longer 
0 $$ period, the Cortes, which had al- 
j^j: ready been sitting for six months 
tfiepBJ previously. The Government, 
therefore, was compelled to pro- 
^ L> ?i rogue the Chambers, and promised 
0 to occupy them with the question 
of the navigation of the Douro, 
in the following session — that of 
, 0 * ‘he present year. 

Thi* procrastination, however, 
Gilii i gave umbrage to the Spanish Go- 
I vernment; and in the month of 
^ December a courier extraordinary 
arrived at Lisbon from Madrid, 
^ e 'i with despatches from the M arquess 
de Saldanha, Portuguese Plenipo- 
tentiary at the latter court, stating 
jfn* that the Spanish Regency had in- 
timated to him its determination 
m % to enforce the protracted treaty for 
; jei the free navigation of the river 
, d!i Douro vi el annis, if the same 
t were not fully and unconditionally 
^ complied with within twenty-five 
days, to effect which an army of 
12,000 men was in readiness to 
march on Badajoz and the southern 
^ frontier. A Cabinet Council was 
^ immediately assembled, when it 
came to the resolution to claim 
6 t the interference of England, upon 
the grounds of the cams foederis , 

* and the Espoir brig of war was 
ft privately onlered off to England 
$ by Lord Howard de Walden with 
it the result on the following day. 

For some time it appeared likely 

* that open hostilities would com- 
, v mence, and active preparations for 
$ the invasion of Portugal were 
^ made by the Spanish Government. 


Happily, however, evil results 
were prevented by the assembling 
of the Portuguese Cortes in the 
beginning of the present year; 
which, after an ineffectual resist- 
ance on the part of the Opposition 
members, who absented themselves 
at last from the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, approved of finally the several 
articles of the Convention, and 
passed a measure necessary to give 
effect to the regulations on the 
16th of January, thus satisfying 
the wishes of Spain with regard to 
the navigation of the Douro. 

Early this year, Espartero gave 
a proof of the little estimation in 
which he held the priesthood in 
Spain, by expelling from that 
country the Papal Nuncio, S. Pe- 
rez de Arellano, who, though never 
formally accredited in that capa- 
city, had been recognised by the 
Queen’s Government. On the 
29th of December last year, the 
Duke of Victory addressed an 
order for his expuLsion to M. Fer- 
rer, the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, and thereby revoked the 
powers which had been granted to 
S. Arellano by a Royal Act, or- 
dered the closing of the Nuncio's 
office, the suppression of the Tri- 
bunal dc la Rota, and the seques- 
tration of its papers, archives, and 
effects, and of the ecclesiastical 
revenues and allowances granted 
to S. Arellano by the State ; but 
required that his private property 
should be respected. 

The Cortes held a sitting in 
April, of which M. Arguelleswas 
President. The Minister for Fo- 
reign Affairs (as Minister of Fi- 
nance ad interim) presented the 
budget for the present year. The 
expenses of the country were esti- 
mated at 1,106,324,302 reals, and 
the revenue at 885,126,551 reals, 
leaving a deficiency of 221,197,751 
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reals (2,220,000/. sterling.) This 
communication was referred to the 
committee on the budget. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
then stated, in reply to some ques- 
tions put to him, that Queen 
Christina had not received any part 
of her pension, and that in conse- 
quence of the poverty of the 
Treasury, Queen Isabella, like all 
the other pensioners of the civil list, 
had only received one- third of the 
pension settled on her. 

The Cortes this year were occu- 
pied for a long time in debating 
the question, whether there should 
be constituted one sole Regent of 
Spain, — and on the 8th of May 
they decided by a majority of 153 
votes against 136 in the affirmative. 
Afterwards there was a second 
ballot to determine in whom the 
sole authority should lie concen- 
trated, when the following result 
appeared 

In favour of Espartcro 179 

In favour of Augustin 


Arguelles 103 

Votes lost 3 


Espartcro was accordingly pro- 
claimed sole Regent of the King- 
dom on the 9th of May, all the 
Ministers waited upon Espartcro 

Scnor Gonzales ... 

Senor Sarra-y-Rull 

Senor In* ante ... ... 

Senor San Miguel... 

Senor Garcia Gamba 

Senor Alonzo 

The new Ministers made their 
appearance before both Chambers 
on the 22nd of May. In his cap- 
acity of President of the Council, 
S. Gonzales delivered a speech con- 
stituting a programme of the po- 
licy of the new Government ; of 
which the following is an outline— 


to congratulate him on his elevation 
to the sole Regency, — and when 
the officers of the garrison and the 
civil authorities paid their respects 
the same day, he promised ener- 
getically to defend the throne, the 
constitution, and the national in- 
dependence. Next day he was 
formally sworn in as Regent in the 
Chamber of Deputies in presence 
of the assembled Cortes. After he 
had taken the oath, he delivered a 
speech to the Cortes, which gave 
great satisfaction on account of the | 
constitutional principles embodied 
in it. The Duke of Victory then 
proceeded to the palace, and shortly 
afterwards appeared on the balcony 
with the young Queen to review 
the troops of the line, who passed 
in front of the palace, the Duke 
standing uncovered behind the 
Queen. 

At first the old Ministry was 
appointed pro tempore ; but soon 
afterwards the Regent empowered 
S. Gonzales to form a new Cabinet 
which he was unable to accomplish. 
Espartero next applied to S. 
Olozaga, who also failed ; but at 
last S. Amodovar was successful in 
getting together a Government 
composed of the following Mem- 
bers of Administration. — 

President of the Council and Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs. 
Minister of Finance. 

Minister of the Interior* 

Minister of War. 

Minister of Marine. 

Minister of Justice. 

He began by stating that he 
would govern the country with the 
aid of the present Cortes. He 
pledged himself to respect “ accom- 
plished facts/* and to apply sll his 
energy to consolidate the throne 
of Isabel 2nd and the institu- 
tions of the country. He wouH 
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endeavour, he said, to preserve Ministry requested the Queen 
with foreign powers relations of Mother to relinquish this office, 
amity and good understanding, and but she, without sending a positive 
at the same time carefully cause refusal, attached such conditions to 
the national dignity and indepen- her assent to the Ministerial pro- 
dence to be respected. A friendly position that the Government could 
intercourse would be kept up with not accept them. The question 
the American republics, and the was referred to a Committee of the 
Minister would neglect nothing to Chamber of Deputies, and in its 
promote the improvement and wel- report, which was presented in 
fare of the colonies. One of the June, it declared its opinion that 
first bills which would be submitted the Queen Dowager not residing 
to the Legislature would have for in Spain could not discharge the 
its object to secure an honourable functions of Guardian to Queen 
subsistence to the clergy. Another Isabel, and that the office being 
would be immediately afterwards now vacant the Government should 
presented, for regulating the four call a meeting of both Houses for 
per cent, tax voted by the Cortes the purpose of appointing a suc- 
m 1840. “The judicial institutions cessor to her Majesty. The office 
are to be reorganised, on a plan of Guardian to the Queen was 
more in harmony with the wants afterwards in the Chamber of 
of the age. The home department Deputies declared to be vacant by 
will also undergo modifications cal- a majority of 129 votes to 1, and 
culated to accelerate the despatch the Senate subsequently passed a 
of public business. The Govern- vote to the same effect, and Senor 
ment will, by all possible means, Arguelles was appointed Guardian 
promote the spirit of agricultural, of the youthful Queen and her 
manufacturing, and commercial as- sister. About the same time the 
sociation. The education of the payment of the annual sum of 
people will be the object of its 12,000,000 of reals (120,000/.) 
particular solicitude* Every atten- formerly enjoyed by Queen Chris- 
tiana will be paid to introduce a tina as Regent was discontinued 
system of economy in all the and she was restricted to the join- 
branches of the administration, ture insured to her by King Fer- 
and to diminish the public burdens : dinand on her marriage, 
the army is to be reduced; the But the ex- Regent was determin- 
aale of national property encour- ed not to be deprived of the office of 
aged; the Ministry of Finance to Guardian to her children without 
be reorganised according to the making an effort to preserve wbat 
system of centralization ; and she called her rights, and accor- 
whenever the Government feels dingly she addressed to the Spanish 
obliged to conclude any financial nation from Paris along document 
transaction the greatest publicity dated July 19, in which she solemn- 
will be given thereto* Finally, ly protested against the act of the 
the navy will be placed on a more Cortes in nominating a successor 
respectable footing.” to her. 

The chief question that now To this manifesto the Spanish 
occupied the attention of the Cortes Government published a long re- 
was that of the guardianship of ply, dated August 2, and signed 
the young Queen Isabel 2nd* The the Duke de la Victoria and An- 
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tonio Gonzales. As a kind of 
apology for noticing it in suck a 
manner they state, that the letter di- 
rected to Don Baldomero Espartero 
might be termed private, if it did 
not contain an express command to 
publish forthwith the Queen’s pro- 
test in the Madrid Gazette . Thus 
it was evident that the letter was 
officially addressed to the Regent 
of Spain ; that to regard it as a 
private communication would have 
been to disown that dignity, and 
that the command of immediate 
publication betrayed the pretension 
to resume an authority which the 
Queen Mother, having abdicated, 
no longer retained. 

“ There is in this pretension a 
new inconsistency on the part of the 
Queen Mother. Can we forget 
the celebrated act of Valencia, by 
which her Majesty renounced the 
Regency of Spain, the message 
which, with that object, she ad- 
dressed to the Cortes, or the argu- 
ments employed by the Ministry 
she herself had created, and of 
which I, as President of the 
Council of Ministers, was the 
chief — arguments employed to 
dissuade her from that step ? Every 
Spaniard must remember the mani- 
festo signed by her Majesty at 
Marseilles on the 8th of November 
last, and which concluded with 
the words, ** that she who had 
been Queen of Spain, sought for 
nothing but permission to love her 
daughter, and respect her memory." 
And after declarations as explicit 
as they were free and solemn, can 
she pretend to retain an authority 
renounced by that first act, and 
which renunciation is confirmed 
and acknowledged by the second ?” 

After admitting that the late 
King Ferdinand 7Ui had appointed 
Queen Christina guardian to his 
daughters they assert that it cannot 


be contested that those Princesses 
the one as Queen and the other as 
immediate heiress to the Crown, 
belonged to the nation, and that 
they were placed under the pro- 
tection and safe-keeping of tbe 
nation and committed to the Cortes. 
The document goes on to say— 

“ Now, tbe question of the guard- 
ianship is confined within a narrow 
compass, and it is only requisite to 
decide whether or not the august 
minors stand in need of that pro- 
tection, for in the affirmative case, 
the Cortes cannot but extend it to 
them, and consequently appoints 
guardian. This question was de- 
cided by the Queen Mother herself 
when in a foreign country, and 
consequently she left herself no 
discretionary power of alleging at 
any time violence, constraint, or 
deprivation of liberty. She herself, 
in her manifesto sent from Mar- 
seilles, said — “ I have laid down 
the sceptre, and have given up my 
daughters/' 

The Infantas were then aban- 
doned, and consequently required 
protection, which it was necessary 
the Cortes should afford them, and 
for that purpose give them a guard- 
iau. Under such circumstances 
the testament of Ferdinand 7th 
was useless and inefficacious. It 
did not fulfil, and could not fulfil, 
the object of protecting the illus- 
trious Princesses. It could serve 
as little to appeal to the laws of 
the Partida, which never could be 
considered to have such authority. 
Still less could the civil code, which 
relates to common guardianships, 
be referred to, for the tutelage of 
princes never was governed by that 
system of law. 

Taking for granted, then, the 
full recognition of the fact, that 
the illustrious Infantas were left 
without protection, the question of 
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tutelage, abstracted from many 
other considerations, resolves itself 
into the same state in which it 
would have stood had Ferdinand 
7th named no guardian, the same 
as if the Princess had also no 
mother, no widow mother, in 
which case the Cortes must have 
given them a guardian. 

The Cortes have, therefore, dis- 
charged one of the most important 
duties which the constitution im- 
poses. Far from having overstepped 
the laws, or any article of the con- 
stitution, as is asserted in the pro- 
test, they have been guided strictly 
as it was their duty to be — by the 
fundamental law. It must, there- 
fore, also be concluded that the 
declaration of the Cortes is not a 
forced and violent usurpation of 
powers, as is stated in the protest, 
but the legal exercise of the pow- 
ers conferred by the constitution.’* 

But although the Spanish Gov- 
ernment was able satisfactorily to 
dispose of the arguments by which 
the ex-Regent still claimed the 
guardianship of her daughters, 
sne was not without partisans in 
Spain who regarded her in the 
light of an injured woman, and 
who wished to restore her to the 
full enjoyment of that authority of 
which they contended that she had 
been unjustly and by force de- 
prived. Early in October an in- 
surrection in her behalf broke out 
at Pampeluna, where General 
O’Donnell at the head of two 
battalions gained possession of the 
citadel. He issued two proclama- 
tions, one to the army and the 
other to the inhabitantsof Navarre. 
In these be accused Espartero of 
having traitorously seized the 
Regency, and of intending to mur- 
der the young Queen and her 
Royal sister in order to become 
Sotereign of Spain; and be 


charged the Government with 
spoliating the lands of the clergy, 
depriving the Biscayans of their 
Jueros, and starving the array. 
These proclamations were signed 
“ The Lieut.-General, Viceroy, 
and Capt.- General, ad interim, of 
Navarre and the Basque provinces, 
Leopold O’Donnell.** Capt.-Gen- 
cral Ribeiro commanded the Go- 
vernment forces and the National 
Guard in the town upon which 
O’Donnell ou the 8th of October 
opened a cannonade, and declared 
that he would repeat it every time 
that he or any of his party was 
attacked. 

A similar rising took place at 
Vittoria, where Don Manuel 
Montes de Oca hoisted the stand- 
ard of rebellion and issued a pro- 
clamation in which he styled him- 
self “ A Minister of Marine (under 
the Presidency of Perez de Castro) 
Memberof the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Spain during the absence 
of the Queen-Regent Maria Chris- 
tina of Bourbon.** In this he 
threatened death to all such traitors 
as should after a certain time con- 
tinue to obey the orders of the 
revolutionary Government of Ma- 
drid. The question of the Jueros 
was again made the rally ing-cry 
for the Biscayans and other inhabi- 
tants of the northern provinces, 
and in a proclamation addressed to 
them de Oca said — 

“ Noble and valiant inhabitants 
of the Basque Provinces and of 
Navarre ! — I promise you, in the 
name of this august Princess, the 
preservation of your fueros in all 
their integrity. You have con- 
quered them with the blood of your 
veins, by the sweat of your brow, 
and by the loyalty of your hearts* 
The commerce . of the invincible 
Bilbao will again flourish under 
the shelter of protecting laws. 
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The industry of all the country 
will be admitted to the benefits of 
national industry ; in such a man* 
ner, nevertheless, that the favour 
granted to your labour will not 
become a means of fraud and harm 
to the rest of the Spaniards. 

Basques and Navarrese ! — You 
will have neither now nor later 
any other modification and regula- 
tion in your secular fucros than 
those which you yourselves will 
establish by means of the only ex* 
elusive and legitimate representa- 
tion of the country, that is, by 
your Juntas and your Cortes.” 

Munagorri also raised the watch- 
word of (< Paz y fueros ” at Ve- 
rastegui. 

But these attempts were not 
confined to the provinces. On the 
night of the 7th of October a des- 
perate attempt was made at Ma- 
drid by a band of conspirators, 
headed by Generals Don Diego 
Leon and Concha, to storm the 
palace and get possession of the 
person of the Queen; but by 
means of the loyalty and courage 
of the guards in attendance, this 
bold enterprise was defeated. 

The following account is taken 
from a contemporary writer at 
Madrid. 

“ As early as eight in the even- 
ing, on the day when the attempt 
was made on the Palace, Generals 
Concha and Leon assembled their 
partisans to seise the young Queen 
and her sister. They relied upon 
the concurrence of the Royal 
Guard on duty outside the Palace. 
The Princesses were not aware of 
the first attempt, and showed no 
alarm until they heard the firing. 
At the usual hour for retiring they 
refused to go to bed, declaring 
that they were too much fright- 
ened. They, however, became 
very sleepy, and during an inter* 
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val of quiet went to rest. They 
were, however, soon awakened by 
the conflict in the adjoining apart- 
ments, and believed they were lost, 
demanding with tears and screams 
that they should be concealed and 
saved. It was a long time before 
they could be pacified and made 
to suppress their heartrending cries 
and exclamations. The assailants 
having been driven from the 
Queen's apartments, the attend- 
ants endeavoured to soothe the 
distress of the Princesses, and pre- 
vail upon them to go to deep. 
Scarcely, however were they once 
more in bed, when a new attack, 
more violent than the first, was 
made ; the balls entered their cham- 
ber, and they again left their bed. 
The Queen ana her sister began 
to say their prayers, earnestly de- 
manding a confessor, as they be- 
lieved their last hour was come. 
They were saved by a species of 
miracle from the hands of those 
who sought them, their safety 
being due only to the devoted 
courage of eighteen halberdiers, 
who performed prodigies of valour. 
These veterans displayed all that 
chivalrous spirit which made our 
ancestors prefer death to the aban- 
donment of a post which had been 
intrusted to their keeping. The 
force they had to resist was con- 
siderably greater than their own. 
The leaders of the revolt reckoned 
eleven companies of the Princess’s 
Regiment within the Palace, be- 
sides the Royal Guard on duty. 
The assailing troops surrendered 
immediately on their being de- 
serted by Concha and Leon. As 
soon as the danger in which the 
Queen had been placed was past, 
she and her sister were prevailed 
upon to lay down to rest, but only 
on mattresses laid in parts of their 
chamber which they thought were 
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safe from the balls. It was then 
four in the morning. To describe 
the terror they had undergone is 
impossible. Amidst their cries 
they said, * When mamma comes 
to know all this, she will write to 
Espartero to punish the wicked 
men/ On the 8th the garrison 
and National Militia were reviewed 
in front of the Palace, and when 
they filed off before the Queen, 
who was in the balcony, shouting 

* Viva el Reyna V she turned to 
one of her attendants and said, 

* Without the halberdiers I should 
not now be alive !' " 

Several of the conspirators were 
pursued and arrested almost im- 
mediately in the neighbourhood of 
Madrid, and amongst them Don 
Diego Leon. This brave and en- 
thusiastic young officer, when he 
was taken wore the full uniform 
of a General of Hussars, with nu- 
merous crosses and honours. He 
had distinguished himself in the 
war against Don Carlos, and by 
his chivalrous bearing gained him- 
self a high reputation. He was 
tried before a Council of War, and 
condemned to death. His execu- 
tion took place, on the 15 th of 
October, outside of the Gate of 
Toledo, and his last moments are 
thus described by an eye-witness. 

“ A flash of his natural courage 
illuminated the last moments of 
the ill-fated chief. On arriving 
on the fatal ground, he descended 
with perfect composure from his 
carriage, and walked with the ut- 
most firmness of tread, dressed in 
full uniform, to the spot marked 
out for him to meet his sorrowful 
end. He there, embracing Gene- 
ral Roncali and the clergyman in 
attendance, addressed a few words 
to the persons present, with a full 
and unshaken voice. He denied 
being a traitor or a coward, of 


which he had been accused: he 
bad given, he said, many days of 
glory to his country, and he did 
not then repent it : if he had done 
injury to any person, he there 
begged their forgiveness, as he 
forgave his enemies; and raising 
his voice, with an animated ges- 
ture, cried r Viva Isabel Scgunda! 
Viva la Libertad V He then bade 
his brother-soldiers farewell; and 
giving himself the word of com- 
mand, the picquet fired and he 
was no more.*' 

Espartero was not wanting to 
the emergency ; and by means of 
his energetic measures this out- 
burst of rebellion was quickly sup- 
pressed. He left Madrid on the 
19th of October for the North, 
and before his departure issued a 
proclamation denouncing the re- 
bellion, in which he reminded the 
people that he derived all his 
power from them, and appealed 
to them whether he had in any 
respect violated the promises which 
he had made to observe the Con- 
stitution. He committed, he said, 
the care of the Queen until his 
return, to the National Guard of 
Madrid. The insurgent troops 
began rapidly to fall off from their 
leaders. A party of soldiers who 
were acting as escort to the Mar- 
quess de Alameda (an active leader 
in the rebellion) an officer named 
Leira, and Montes de Oca, per- 
mitted the two former to escape, 
but seized upon Montes de Oca, 
and brought him back by force to 
Vittoria and delivered him up to 
Zurbano, one of Espartero’s gene- 
rals. He was afterwards tried and 
shot. > At Tolosa, Alava, and Gui- 
puscoa", the officers and soldiers 
who had declared themselves against 
the Regent returned to their doty, 
and on the 20th 0*Domiell or- 
dered the remnant of troops which 
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he had left in Pampeluna to 
evacuate the citadel, and two or 
three days afterwards he crossed 
the frontier into France with 
about 2,500 men, and arrived at 
Bayonne. 

The next question is, whether 
the Queen Mother, then resident 
at the Court of Louis Philippe, had 
any, and what part, in the abor- 
tive insurrection of which we have 
thus briefly detailed the history. 
The Spanish Ambassador at this 
period in Paris was S. Olozaga, 
and when intelligence of the at- 
tempt on the palace of Madrid 
reached Paris, he immediately 
waited on Queen Christina, and 
(as he asserted) obtained from her 
a distinct disavowal of any par- 
ticipation in the conspiracy. Not 
long afterwards he addressed to 
her Majesty a letter, in which he 
stated that he had transmitted her 
disavowal to the Spanish Govern- 
ment, but as the insurgents still 
continued to use her name, he 
suggested that she should publish 
a declaration to the Spanish na- 
tion, to show that this was done 
without her authority and against 
her wish, or that her silence could 
only bear one interpretation . Queen 
Christina to this returned the fol- 
lowing reply through the medium 
of her private Secretary, u The 
Queen Donna Maria Christina de 
Bourbon commands me to tell your 
Lordship that she docs not think 
proper to reply to your strange 
communication of the 12th of this 
month, in which the facts were 
mis-stated and her Majesty's words 
falsified/* 

S. Olozaga rejoined that if he 
had misauoted the words *of the 
Queen Mother, he was ready to 
transmit to his Government any 
more correct version furnished by 
her of what she had said, and re* 


fused any longer to hold cor- 
respondence with those who did 
not acknowledge his character as 
Envoy from the lawful Regent of 
Spain. The answer was in the 
name i( Don Josfe de Castillo,” the 
Queen's Secretary, and stated that 
“ considerations of a superior mind'* 
alone induced her Majesty to break 
silence, with a view to proclaim 
her real sentiments, and give vent 
to her profound indignation. It 
then proceeded as follows : 

“ The Queen neither advised 
nor created the sad events which 
have again afflicted our unhappy 
country, while the tears and blood 
which during seven consecutive 
years were shed in the Peninsula 
were still flowing. A stranger to 
ail the passions engendered by po- 
litical discords, her Majesty sup- 
ported with courage and resigna- 
tion the anguish which she has 
had to endure from the day when 
she lost sight of the two august 
orphans so dear to her heart. De- 
ploring, as she does, the error and 
infatuation of men who requited 
by insult and by the basest in- 
gratitude those benefits which they 
had received from her generous 
hand, and reconciled to lead a sad 
but tranquil existence in a foreign 
land, her Majesty has invariahly 
followed the pacific, noble, and 
safe course which she has laid out 
for herself under those painful cir- 
cumstances. No, her Majesty has 
neither advised nor excited civil 
war ; and it was not possible for 
her to do so, after declaring in a 
recent public document the conso- 
lation which she felt at having 
been the constant promoter of 
peace. It is elsewhere we must 
seek the causes of the new collision 
which has broken out in Spain* 
Those causes are to be found in 
the attempts of Barcelona and V* 
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lencia ; in the vicious origin of the 
Government constituted in Madrid, 
the work of the revolution of Sep- 
tember ; in the usurpation of royal 
authority ; in the illegality and 
unruly injustice of the measures 
of that Government in numerous 
and flagrant infractions of the Con- 
stitution and the laws; in its im- 
prudent and scandalous obstinacy 
in violating the faith pledged at 
Bergara, and trampling under foot 
the ancient and venerable ftieros 
of the generous Basques and No- 
varrese ; in the violent and iniqui- 
tous usurpation of the Queer's 
right to the guardianship of her 
illustrious daughters, — an usurpa- 
tion which loyal Spaniards viewed 
with stupor equalled only by their 
profound grief, because they wit- 
nessed on this and several other 
occasions the contempt entertained 
for divine and human laws ; and 
because they saw the honour and 
dignity of the mother of their 
Sovereign seriously offended/' 

“ In their implacable fury,” not 
satiated with the persecution of 
Christina, (t the Revolutionists” 
“ perfidiously seek to cover her 
with opprobrium" — 

“ After having plunged her in 
misfortune, the Revolutionists are 
striving to extort from her lips an 
iniquitous condemnation of those 
who, in resisting the most odious 
tyranny, have confidently invoked 
her august name. In their blind 
delirium they aspire to nothing 
less than to obtain from her Ma- 
jesty the sanction of all the acts 
and all the scandals of the Govern- 
ment of Madrid, which rekindled 
in Spain extinct discords ; and they 
wish, moreover, that her Majesty 
should lay the responsibility of 
this new conflagration to the noble 
defenders of the laws indignantly 
outraged. Their frenzy prompts 


them to call on her Majesty to 
avow herself indirectly the accom- 
plice of those who have the shame- 
ful impudence of calumniating, by 
charging them with regicidal pro- 
jects, the men who have courage- 
ously taken arms to deliver august 
and helpless orphans from the hard- 
est bondage. Her Majesty would 
cover herself with shame if she 
were to accept so ignominious a 
position. She will never sully her 
name by so black a stain/’ 

This declaration was made to 
S. Olozaga, in order that he might 
communicate it “ to the Govern- 
ment which accredited him to the 
Court of France,” as containing 
the “ exact and faithful meaning 
and true representation of what 
her Majesty said.” The truth 
seems to be that Queen Christina 
was from the first in the secret of 
the conspiracy, and had it been 
successful, would have gloried in 
the enterprise, but as it proved 
abortive, she was afraid of em- 
barrassing herself if she appeared 
privy to the attempt, and yet felt 
all the shame of ingratitude in 
disavowing the actions of gallant 
men who had shed their blood in 
her cause. Hence her vacillation, 
and the inconsistency of her lan- 
guage. It was very generally be- 
lieved that there was another illus- 
trious actor behind the scenes, and 
that Louis Philippe was privy to 
and countenanced the insurrection, 
with the ultimate view of marry- 
ing his son, the Count d'Aumale, 
to the young Queen Isabel 2nd. 

But although the Queen Mother 
was beyond the territory of Spain, 
she was not allowed to escape alto- 
gether the consequences of the 
late attempt ; for on the 26th of 
October Espartero published a de- 
cree, dated Vittoria, in which, on 
account of u just political reasons, 
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causes, and considerations of pub- Portuguese Cortes, on the 2d of 
lie propriety,” he suspended the January, this year, the Queen's 
payment of the pension assigned Speech declared that the terms 
to her, until some new legal pro- insisted on by Spain could not be 
visions should be adopted in that complied with, 
respect The Regent also, about In the month of June a change 
the same time, issued a decree, of Ministry took place, and the 
reorganizing the Government of following was appointed : — Presi- 
the Basque Provinces, suppressing dent of die Council and Minister 
the fueros , and removing the cus- of the Home Department, Senhor 
tom -houses to the frontier. Aguiar ; Foreign Affairs, Senhor 

Portugal.— -We have already R, F. Magalhaet ; Justice, Senhor 
given an account of the settlement C. Cabral; Finance, Senhor Avila; 
of the dispute between Portugal War, Conde de Villa Real; Ma- 
and Spain, with reference to the rine and Colonies, Senhor Pes- 
question of the Navigation of the tana. The Duke of Teroeira was 
Douro,whichwasadjusted through appointed Military Governor of 
the medium of the good offices 0 / Lisbon, and Don Carlos de Mas- 
the British Government, in con- caranhas Commander of the Mu- 
forraity with the demands of Spain, nicipal Guard, 
although, at the opening of the 
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CHAPTER XII. 

INDIA AND THE LEVANT. 

to* Afghanistan.— Final overthrow of Dost 'Mahomed by General 

satie Sir Robert Sale, at Turn n — Dost Mahomed takes refuge in the 

Ha i British camp , and surrenders to Sir William M'Naghten — He is 

sent to Calcutta , and ultimately permitted to reside at Loodianah . — 
ffroci 1 Capture of a Ghilzie fort by Major Lynch , and destruction of its 
rff rs garrison . — Rout of the Ghitzies by Colonel JVymer . — Scinde. — Our 

•Joiifi troops re-occupy Khelat — Defeat of Nasseer Khan by Major Bos - 
catven — Melancholy fate of Lieutenant Loveday — The Brahoes 
under Nasseer Khan are again defeated at Peer Chutta — Nasseer 
Khan surrenders himself to the British — Punjab — Death of Maha- 
rajah Kurruck Sing — His son and successor Non Nehal Sing acci- 
dentally killed— Shere Sing seizes the throne— Abdicates suddenly — 
but afterwards gains possession of Lahore , and re-ascends the throne — 
Disorganised state of the Punjab . — China — Mortality amongst the 
British troops at Chusan— Letter from Lord Palmerston forwarded 
to Ningpo — Admiral Elliot sails northwards to the P e-che- lee gulf 
— Negotiations in the Peho river — Admiral Elliot returns to Chu- 
san — Keshcn appointed by the Emperor Chief Commissioner at 
Canton t in the place of Lin — Captain Elliot opens negotiations 
with Keshen at Canton — Tedious delays — Commodore Sir G . 
Bremer reduces the Bogue forts — Terms agreed upon between Cap- 
tain Elliot and the Chinese authorities — Despatch of Keshen— The 
British Government disapprove of the terms of the Convention- 
Captain Elliot is recalled , and Sir H . Pottingcr appointed in his 
stead — Bad faith of the Chinese — The British squadron attacks 
the forts— Sir G. Bremer and Major-General Gough prepare to 
assault Canton— Keshen degraded — British flag of truce fired upon 
bu the Chinese — The factory at Canton taken possession of by the 
British — Imperial Edicts— Canton at the mercy of the British — 
Convention entered into by Captain Elliot — Death of Sir Le Fleming 
Senhouse— Arrival of Sir H. Pottinger in the Canton waters — Pro- 
clamation issued by him— Expedition sails to the Northward— Cap- 
lain Elliot leaves China . — Turkey, Syria, and Egypt — Conditions 
offered by Admiral Stafford to the Pacha of Egypt— They are 
accepted by the latter— His communication to the Grand Vizier — 
The Pasha delivers up the Turkish fleet— Fur ther negotiations with 
the Porte— Final settlement of the dispute— Changes in the Ministry 
at Constantinople— Letter on the state of Syria . 
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A FFGHANISTAN.— In our 
last volume we gave an ac- 
count of the gallant exploit of 
Brigadier Dennie, at Bamean, in 
which, with a mere handful of 
native troops, he completely routed 
the army of Dost Mahomed, who 
after the action fled across the 
Hindoo Koosh, into the Khoolum 
territory. In the mean time. Sir 
Robert Sale, with the force which 
had been despatched into the Kohis- 
tan, (a district at the base of the 
mountains, and stretching East and 
West within thirty miles of Cabul,) 
was employed in reducing the 
8tn>ng-hoJds of the partisans of the 
ex-King in that country, and ex 
perienced considerable difficulty, 
owing to the determined manner 
in which the forts were defended. 
Though abandoned by the Wali of 
Khoolum, who, after the affair of 
Bamean, came to terms with Dr. 
Lord, (our political agent in A Af- 
ghanistan,) stipulating that he 
would neither assist nor harbour 
Dost Mahomed, the latter sum- 
moned his son, Afzul Khan, to 
join him, and moved from Nijrow 
towards the Ghorebund Pass, lead- 
ing into the Kohistan valley, to 
effect the junction. Sir Robert 
Sale, hearing of this movement, 
resolved to frustrate its object, and 
breaking up his camp at Balan 
proceeded towards Purwan. The 
following is a short account of the 
localities of the ground : — The 
Ghorebund river enters the valley 
at its North-west angle ; about six 
miles from thence, to the East- 
ward, the smaller river Purwan, 
issues from the mountains, and, 
after a course of six or seven miles, 
falls into the Ghorebund, as does 
the Punjshere river, near Beghram, 
after a course of sixteen or seven- 
teen miles. These three streams 
form the passes called respectively. 


the Ghorebund, the Purwan, and 
the Punjshere Pass. We give the 
despatch of Sir R. Sale, written 
after the action which terminated 
in the complete and final overthrow 
of Dost Mahomed. 

To Major-General Sir Willoughby 
Cotton, G.C.B. and K.C.H., 

& c. &c. &c. Cabul 
€t Sir, — Having received intel- 
ligence that Dost Mahomed Khan, 
with a number of armed followers, 
had taken possession of some forts 
in this direction, from which he 
proposed moving to-day towards 
the Ghorebund Pass, with the 
view of effecting a junction with 
his son Mahomed Afiul Khan, 1 
determined on endeavouring to 
frustrate the attempt. Accord- 
ingly at 6 a. if. 1 broke up my 
camp at Balan, the Fort of Meer 
Musjeedee, and moved on this 
position. An advanced column* 
consisting of four companies of 
H. M.'s 13th Light Infantry, the 
two Flank Companies of the 37th 
N. L, one company of the 27th 
N. I., the two six-pounders of the 
Shah's, two squadrons of the 2nd 
Light Cavalry, and 200 of Ander- 
son's Horse, the whole under the 
command of Lieut-Col Salter, 
preceded the main body, which 
was commanded by myself. 

“ On approaching Purwan, the 
forts and villages were rapidly 
evacuated by the enemy, who were 
seen flying to the hills in gw** 
numbers ; I cannot compute tbefl 
at fewer than 500 horse, and 3^00 
foot; the native reports received 
swell their numbers to a vnw®h 
higher amount. Dr. Lord, wb* 
accompanied Col. Salter to pfoetK* 
information, sent word that he 
believed if the cavalry proceeded [ 
in advance, they would be able t* 
cut off some of the fugitives; **d 
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in compliance with his request, the 
2nd cavalry were ordered to shirt 
the hill to the right, while the 
Shah's horse, under Captain An- 
derson, took post on the left of the 
Pass, to prevent any of the enemy 
attempting to escape in the direc- 
tion of Ghorebund. The infantry 
followed, but their movements 
were greatly retarded by the 
guns, the progress of which was 
much impeded by the numerous 
water-courses that intersected the 
road. 

'* The 2nd cavalry had preceded 
the column about a mile, when a 
body of the enemy's horse, about 
200 in number, supposed to be 
headed by Dost Mahomed in per- 
son, came down the hill to attack 
them. The cavalry was formed 
into line, and led on to the charge 
by Captains Fraser and Ponsonby, 
commanding the two squadrons. 
It is my painful duty to record, 
that the gallant bearing of these 
officers was but ill seconded by 
their men ; they both found them* 
selves in the midst of the enemy 
unsupported by their troopers, and, 
after being most severely wounded, 
extricated themselves with diffi- 
culty, and found their men flying 
before the enemy. I deeply regret 
to state that Lieutenant Crispin, 
the adjutant of the regiment, was 
cut down and killed, leading his 
men into action ; Dr. Lord was 
also most unfortunately killed in 
this affair, and Lieutenant Broad* 
foot, of the engineers, who was 
also in advance, is missing. Of 
the gallantry of Captain Fraser, 
and the other officers of the 2nd 
cavalry, who led the squadrons of 
the regiment on this occasion, I 
cannot speak too highly, and I 
regret that their noble example, 
and the opportunity offered to 
the 2nd cavalry of adding to its 
Vot. LXXXIII. 


laurels, have been thus neglected 
by them. 

“ The two flank companies of 
the 37th regiment, [and one com- 
pany of the 27th regiment, sup- 
ported by two guns from Captain 
Abbott's battery, and followed by 
some of the Jaun-Bauzes, now 
ascended the hill overlooking the 
pass and valley of Purwan, which 
was crowded by the enemy's in- 
fantry, and cleared it in brilliant 
style, the enemy deserting their 
positions one after the other, and 
flying in the direction of the 
Punjsbere valley, where they still 
cover the hill side in great num- 
bers. The enemy, however, are 
at too great a distance to admit of 
my following up the advantage I 
have obtained this evening, the 
whole of the troops having been 
under arms for nine hours. I 
have, therefore, encamped on the 
ground, taking every precaution 
to guard against a night attack. 

“ I beg to enclose the accom- 
panying casualty return, from 
which you will perceive that, ex- 
cepting the serious disaster sus- 
tained in the affair of the 2nd 
cavalry, hut little loss has resulted 
from the day's operations. 

“ I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

“ R. Sale, Major-General. 

** Camp , Purwan , Nov. 2, 1840.’' 

After this decisive battle, Dost 
Mahomed's soldiers refused to make 
any further efforts against the 
British forces; and that ex-chief 
fearing that his retreat might 
be cut off, or himself assassinated, 
resolved to throw himself upon the 
generosity of his foes, and pass- 
ing through Major-General Sale's 
camp, with a single follower, he 
reached Cabul unobserved, and 
surrendered himself to Sir Wil* 
[T] 
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flam M‘Nagbten, on, the 3rd of 
November, the day, after the 
battle* He rode up to Sir William 
M‘Naghten and put his sword into 
the band of the latter as a token 
of submission, but this was imme- 
diately restored to him* He wrote 
also to his three sons, who were 
in different parts of the country, 
desiring them to follow his ex- 
ample, and deliver themselves 
Up. 

Various reaaona were attempted 
to be given for the disgraceful 
conduct of the 2nd cavalry : hut 
it seemed to he a general opinion, 
that they did not behave thus from 
cowardice, but through disaffection 
of some kind. They were, how- 
ever, dismounted and disarmed* 
and sent home to Bengal, where 
they were afterwards broken-up 
gnd disbanded with marks ef igue* 
• 

Post Mahomed wa% in a few 
days after his surrender, despatched 
under a strong escort to Loodianah, 
which was for a long period the 
place of retirement of Shah Soojah* 
ool-Moolk, his rival and successor 
qu the throne of Cabul. He after- 
wards was allowed to proceed to 
Calcutta, where he arrived in 
June, and was ultimately per- 
mitted to take up his residence in 
loodianah, and a yearly pension 
of three lacs of rupees (30,0Q0&) 
was granted to him. 

During the remainder of this 
year, at least, so far as we can 
include a narrative of its events 
in the present volume, Affghan* 
istan remained tolerably tranquil, 
and nothing occurred of a hostile 
nature, with one exception, which 
deserves mention, more from the 
fatal consequences which ulti- 
mately flowed from it than from 
its intrinsic importance. This was 
tlm capture of % fart by Major 


Lynch, and destruction. <£ ifg 
Ghilzie garrison, under an uuhapjqr 
mistake. It had been determine 
to make the old fort of Khelat-i* 
Ghilzie a station for Shah Scqjahi 
troops, and two battalions we* fl 

sent to occupy it. The GbiW* i 

in the neighbourhocdi though . 

disposed toward# the Shah, hid jj 

some misgivings as to the object 
of this proceedings and Major jj 

Lynch, the political agent* fesgm \ 

with a party of cavalry, a WMtt j 

fort near the station, saw afcaf ( 

thirty or forty men* who, an hit \ 

approach^ retired into the fort j, 

The major summoned the chief to j 

surrender the place, and received jj 

a promise that it should he given * 

up ne* t morning, but Msjg t 

Lynch, nuwillmg to litk dejk | 

sent far a reinforcement, atermCU | 

the fort* and its defenders making # 

a. deaerate resistance, they VStf J 

nearly all killed, the chief include^ ^ 

who was a stanch adherent tf , 
Shah in that part. The wMe j 

Ghilzie tribe took up arn^ to the t 

number of 5,000, to revenge tit „ 

death of their chief, surwxwdingth* * 

two Shah’s regiments at Khefit^ d 

Ghilzie, under Captains Mw* jj 

and Griffin, and the whole oo«a* , 

try was thrown into dimrdert j 
General Nott sent from Caodt? , 

bar a detachment to succour these ; 

troops, under Colonel Wymer^M , 

when it was within two or three | 

marches of its destination, dtf ( 

Ghilzies hastened from SheW-i , 

Ghilzie to the attack ; a shwy ( 

conflict took place, which ended k j 

the complete rout pf the GkWft j 

who retired, leaving seventy deaft 
upon the held. This unfortiwsfc i 
quarrel with the Ghfliieii haw* , 
ever, seems to have been one w 
the chief causes of the tngfc# / 
events which happened afterwmfc I 
in Cabul, and which we && I 
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k*r$ tg record in pur ne*t vol- 
ume. 

ScwpRtr-jWe mentioned ip pur 
tat volume that the fortress of 
Khelat^ which had been taken by 
opr troops op the march of the 
“ army OX the Indus '* to Cabul, had 
again fallen intp the bauds of 
the enemy. It did not, however, 
remain long in their possession, 
for on the same day that Dost 
Mahomed surrendered tn Sir 
W. STNftghten, Major-General 
Nott rerppeppied Khelqt, which 
had been plundered and aban- 
doned by the Belqpchepa after 
destroying the town, After 
Naaseer Khan had (as detailed in 
opr last volume) made himself 
master pf Khelat he led his Brabpe 
trams fi«t to Moaitung, then to 
Beenee Vapee above the Ghats, 
god then descended through the 
Ww pass* He sacked and de- 
stroyed Gundava, and then ap- 
proached Kotra and Dadur. At 
file latter place Captain Watkins 
was in wmmand» and M^jor Bos- 
<*wen set off to support him with 
a detachment of troops, consisting 
of a wing of her Majesty's 41st,, 
the 38th Bengal, N- 1# end some 
irregular hprse. After accomplish- 
ing bi® march with much difficulty 
owing tq the inundated state of 
the country he found that the post 
and town of Dadur had been re- 
peatedly assaulted by the Braboe* 
Under Nasseer Khan* Major Bos- 
cawen immediately resolved to 
attack the enemy, wbo were about 
five thousand in number, and or- 
dered his party to advance on the 
Brahoes, who, after suffering 
severely, retreated, and were pur- 
sued to their camp, from which 
they were speedily driven. This 
happened en the same 3rd of No- 
vember, 1840, pa which Dost 
Mahomed surrendered and Khelat 


was retakpn. When our troops 
reached the Braboe camp a sad 
spectacle met their eyes. This 
was the murdered body of Lieut. 
Loveday still warm, which was 
found chained to a kujawah (a sort 
of camel-chair) with the head 
almost severed from tb? trunk and 
half naked. His servant was 
weeping over it. It appears that 
this unfortunate young officer, who 
was as we have before mentioned 
qur political agent at Khelat, at 
the time when that fortress wps 
attacked and taken by Nasseer 
Khan, was taken prisoner and con- 
fined fur a fortnight in a house in 
Khelat. When the Brahoes left 
Khelat to march against Moostuag 
they took lieut. Loveday with 
them, and afterwards made him 
accompany them to Dadur. On 
leaving blooetung they loaded him 
with irons and chaiped him to a 
camel-chair during the night. 
When the British attacked the 
Brahoes qt Dadur he was killed by 
a blow from one of the latter to 
prevent him, as is supposed, from 
being rescued. 

The Braboe forces under Nasseer 
Kbap after being driven from 
Dadur were reinforced by the 
garrison which had evacuated 
Khelat, and were able to muster 
in such numbers as once more to 
face the British in the field. On 
the 2nd of December they were 
hrought to action and utterly rout- 
ed by Lieut-Colonel Marshall at 
Beer Chutta, near Kotra, at the 
head of 900 infantry and 60 ir- 
regular horse. The Brahoes made 
a loop and desperate resistance — , 
and four chiefs and 500 men were 
left dead on the field. Nasseer 
Khan himself escaped, leaving his 
kettle-drums and baggage behind, 
hut not long afterwards this chief- 
tain surrendered himself to Lieut, 
[T2] 
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Wallace, and thus our operations 
in Scinde were at the close of the 
year 1840 completely successful. 
Nothing occurred in this part of 
India during the present year 
which deserves notice. 

Punjab. — On the 5th of No- 
vember, 1840, Maharajah Kur- 
ruck Sing, the son and successor 
of the celebrated Runjeet Sing, 
died at Lahore, not without 
suspicion of having been pois- 
oned. One of his wives im- 
molated herself upon his decease, 
according to the Hindoo custom. 
His son, Nou-Nehal-Sing, who 
succeeded as his heir to the throne 
and whose hostile feeling towards 
the British was notorious, was re- 
turning from the funeral of his 
father when as he was passing 
under a gateway a huge beam fell 
upon the elephant on which he 
was riding, and so severely injured 
Nou-Nehal, who was not more 
than 22 years of age, that he sur- 
vived only a few hours. Upon 
this event Shere-Sing, an illegiti- 
mate son of old Runjeet Sing, was 
raised to the throne ; but he after 
a variety of those intrigues and 
conspiracies which are so common 
on the decease of every Asiatic 
ruler, abdicated, and the widow of 
Kurruck Sing, in conjunction with 
Dhian Sing, the chief minister in 
the time of Runjeet Sing, assumed 
the reins of Government. 

This state of things, however, 
did not last long, for it seems that 
Shere-Sing had retired merely for 
the purpose of consolidating his 
strength, and that Dhian Sing, the 
powerful minister, was in reality 
on his side. Accordingly early in 
the present year Shere Sing sup- 
ported by nearly all the principal 
Sirdars of the kingdom, suddenly 
inade his appearance before Lahore 
and gained possession of that city. 


The Queen with a few troops held | J 
out in the citadel for several days, n 
during which aome severe fighting ft 
took place ; but at last she desisted « 
from the struggle, and Shere Sing ti 
who had been openly joined by the 1 
Vizier Dhian Sing, re-ascended the 3 
throne which he had a short time f 
previously abdicated. These oc- it 

currences prove how unstable was p 

the tenure of dominion bequeathed * 
by Runjeet Sing to his successors, p 
there being five successive changes 4 
in the sovereigns of the Punjab [ 
during a period of eighteen month* c ; 
Our chief interest lay in securing t! 
a free and unmolested passage for „ 
our troops from British India to \ 
Afghanistan, and we did not in- 
terfere in the internal dissensions „ 
which shook the throne solongsnd ? 
ably occupied by our steadfast ally 1 
Runjeet Sing. The country, how- , 
ever, was in a state of fearfiil dis- c 
organisation, and the army was | 
described to he uncontrolled hj I 1 
discipline, while marauding parties | 1 
traversed the kingdom, ana many 
murders were committed. We 
had a considerable force assembled 
on the frontier ready to cross the 
Sutlej in case our interference was 
rendered necessary* The follow- 
ing is the account given of the 
state of the Punjab at this juncture 
in one of the Indian journals. 

“ The disorganization of the Sikh 
army is now complete ; the country 
is covered with gaugs of marauders; 
and the mouldering ruins of villages 
and hamlets attest the calamities 
inflicted by a pillaging and massa- 
cring soldiery, and threaten 8 sus- 
pension of agriculture." 

China. — We continue our nar- 
rative of the operations of our land 
and naval forces on the coast of 
China, which we brought down to 
the capture of the island of Chusan 
and its principal town Ting-hae. 
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fef«i The climate here was found to be 
gsei very unhealthy, and our men suf- 
fered severely. Fresh provisions 
were also scarce, and soon after 
taking possession of the island only 
- ar 2,035 men were fit for duty out of 
^ 3,650. Admiral Elliot arrived at 

^ a ar: Chusan on the same day on which 
l Qf it was taken, and he despatched a 
part of the squadron to Ningpo 
yty with a letter addressed by Lord 
Palmerston to the Chinese Mims- 
es ter. This letter however the 
Chinese authorities at Ningpo de- 
olined to forward or receive, al- 
though they treated the British 
j ^ officers accompanying the squadron 

^ with great civility. 

Shortly after Chusan fell into 
n jp our hands, Admiral Elliot, accom- 
ponied by Captain Elliot, sailed 
with part of the squadron north- 
'll wards to the Pe-che-lee harbour 

^ or gulf, into which the Peho (or 

, 0 Pekin) river flows, where he ar- 

rived on the 9th of August, 1840. 
"jt On the 11th Captain Elliot pro- 

” ^ caeded into the mouth of the river 

^ in the steamer, with the boats of 

fji j all the men of war present, man- 

ned and armed, and on our arriving 
at the bar the steamer anchored, 
and the boats proceeded into the 
\ river with a flag of truce flying ; 
y on their arrival off the forts at the 
^ entrance, a mandarin boat pushed 
y off to them and received the Ad- 
mini’s letter, and after the expira- 
s tkm of six days, the time granted 
^ by his Excellency, a chop was re- 
celved, stating the Emperor re- 
quired ten days to consider, which 
time being agreed to, the squadron 
* proceeded to the different islands 
^ w the gulf of Pe-che-lee to water 
L and procure bullocks, the Ernad 
j transport proceeding with them. 

^ They succeeded in obtaining a 

)u supply, and returned to the anchor- 

y HP by the 27th of August, the 


day appointed, and the imperial 
chop was sent off to the ships, and 
on the 30th an interview took place 
between Captain Elliot and Kesh- 
en, the imperial commissioner, 
the third man in the empire, a 
mandarin of the first class, and red 
button. 

Negotiations now took place, 
which were protracted until the 
15th of September, on which day 
the Admiral sailed away from the 
Peho. When the squadron re- 
turned to Chusan it transpired to 
the astonishment of all, that Ad- 
miral Elliot had consented to trans- 
fer the scene of the negotiations 
from the Pe-che-lee to Canton, 
where all details were to be settled, 
and where the Chinese Govern- 
ment promised to arrange every- 
thing to the satisfaction of the 
British. This was justly regarded 
as a capital error ou the part of the 
Admiral and Plenipotentiary, who 
ought to have known that no faith 
could be placed in Chinese promises 
unless supported by force, and who 
had the opportunity by reason of 
their vicinity to Pekin and the 
terror inspired by our rapid suc- 
cesses, of extorting from the Chinese 
Government concessions far more 
favourable and certain than could 
be possibly expected when the 
threatened danger was removed to 
Canton. 

The Emperor, however, was so 
displeased at the turn which affairs 
had taken that ha superseded Com- 
missioner Lin in his office, and an 
investigation was ordered to take 
place as to his conduct since his 
arrival at Canton on the XOth of 
March, 1839. Keshen was ap- 
pointed in his place, and represent- 
ed himself as being invested with 
full powers to treat with the Eng- 
lish, and adjust the quarrel between 
them and the Chinese Government. 
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Captain Elliot accordingly pro- 
ceeded to Macao and opened nego- 
tiations with Keshen at Canton, 
which were protracted by various 
delays until nearly three weeks, 
when at last the Imperial Com- 
missioner not having acceded to the 
terms offered by Captain Elliot, 
the latter transferred the conduct 
of the affair to Commodore Bremer, 
who made immediate arrangements 
for commencing hostilities. In 
the meantime Keshen had been 
availing himself of thd time he had 
gained by his procrastination, and 
had been busily employed in erect- 
ing new batteries at the Bogue— 
barricading the bars in the river by 
sinking boats laden with stones— 
throwing up breast-works near 
Canton, and levying troops. 

On the morning of the 7th bf 
January of the present year, Com- 
mbdore Bremer opened a fire frbm 
His squadron on the Bogue forts, 
t wo of which Were very soon re- 
duced, and the English flag floated 
over them. The next morning 
etrery thing was ready to attack the 
principal fort of Anunghojr, when 
a flag of truce was sent by the 
Chinese, add hostilities were sus- 
pended. This was an offer on the 
part of Keshen to adjust matters 
without further delay. On the 
20th a circular appeared signed by 
Captain Elliot, and dated Macao, 
addressed “ to her Britannic Majes- 
ty’s subjects.*' It stated that ner 
Majesty's Plenipotentiary had to 
announce the conclusion bf pre- 
liminary arrangemehts between the 
Imperial Comraissibner and himself, 
itiVoMng the following condi- 
tions 

1. The cession of the harbout 
and island of Hong Kong to the 
British Crowd. All just charges 
and duties to the Empire upon the 
commerce carried on there to be 


paid as if the trade were conducted 
at Whampoa. 

2. An indemnity to the British 
Government of 6,000,000 of 
dollars, 1,000,000 payable at 
once, and the remainder in eqiial 
annual instalments ending id 
1846. 

3. Direct official intetcburse 
between the two countries upod 
an equal footing. 

4. The trade bf the bolt bf 
Canton to be opened Within ten 
days after the Chinese new year, 
(the 2nd bf February) and to bfe 
carried on at Whampoa till further 
arrangements are practicable St 
the new settlement. Details td 
remain matter of negotiation. 

To show in what light thattett 
Were viewed by the Chinese, dr st 
all events hbw they affected id it- 
gard them, we subjoin k despatch 
of the same date from Keshen td 
the Keiinmihgfob bf Mfccab. It 
runs as follows. * k The English 
barbarians are now, otfcflient ft 
orders, and by an official documefit, 
have restoredTinghae atid Shaken: 
invoking me with the most enm&i 
importunity t that I should 'ffrfhtiti 
report and heg ( the mpaiah 
favour , At present all affairs m 
perfectly Well settled. The fbrthbr 
order for stopping their trade fcrifl 
cutting off the suppltesof provisions 
it is unnecessary tb enforce ; it is 
for this purpose that I issue these 
ciders." 

The ternri of this cdhtention 
were much censured, audit 
tainly was a remarkable otoiSBk 
that not a word Was mefttibfred lb 
it about the opium traffic, whl& 
Was in truth the sdurce of all odV 
difficulties with the Chinese; Be- 
sides it Seemed impolitic td fcftp 
Commodore Bremer when on the 
point of attacking the fbrt df 
knunghoy, Which aflWflei tW 
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vain-glorious Chinese a pretext for 
attributing our willingness to ne- 
gotiate to a fear of its strength. 

The view taken of Captain El- 
liot’s diplomacy by the British 
Government at home was suffi- 
ciently manifested by a declaration 
of Lord John Russell in the House 
of Commons on the 6th of May, 
that the preliminary arrangements 
between the Chinese Imperial Cora- 
minioaer and Captain Elliot had 
*ot been finally concluded ; that 
this arrangement had been disap- 
proved of by her Majesty's Go- 
vernment* and that Captain Elliot 
had been recalled, and Sir Henry 
Ptfttinger appointed Plenipoten- 
tiary in his stead. 

It soon appeared that the Chi- 
nese hid no intention of fulfilling 
these engagements, although orders 
tore sent to Chusan by Sir Gordon 
Braner to provide for the imme- 
diate evacuation of that island by 
the British troops, and Hong Kong 
hfand was formally taken posses- 
sum of in her Majesty’s name, and 
the British colours hoisted there. 
On the morning of the 19th of 
February a hostile shot was fired 
at the boat of the Nemesis steamer 
from North Wangtong. Upon 
which the British squadron ad- 
vanced up the river to attack the 
forts; and on the 26th of February, 
Captain Sir H. Fleming Senhouse, 
of her Majesty’s ship Blenheim , 
having with him the Melville , the 
Queen steamer, and four rocket 
boats* opened a fire upon Anuhg- 
bey. The Wellesley, Calliope, 
Sam&ramg, "Druid, Herald, AiH- 
gitor, and Modiste, were opposed 
to the batteries on die S.S. W. and 
N.W. of Wantong, and the forts 
on the ’western side of die Channel. 
In less than an hoar the batteries 
on Wantong were silenced, and 
the troops under ifee command of 


Major Pratt, of the 26th Came- 
ramans* were landed, and having, 
in a few minutes, made themselves 
masters of the island without the 
loss of a single man, 1,300 Chinese 
surrendered. 

The Anunghoy batteries had by 
this time been silenced by the well- 
directed fire of the Blenheim , Mel- 
ville, and Queen, and, perceiving 
that the enemy were wavering, 
Sir H. F. Senhouse, at the head of 
the marines and small-arm men, 
landed on the southern battery, 
aird drove them in succession from 
that and the two others, and at 
one o’clock the British colours were 
flying on the whole chain of these 
celebrated works. This was ac- 
complished With only five men 
slightly wounded out of the whole 
attacking force. The loss on the 
part of the Chinese Was consider- 
able ; and at Anunghoy their ad- 
miral, Kwan, and several other 
mandarins of high rank, fell* 

On the 27th, the light squadron 
proceeded up the river under the 
command of Captain Herbert, of 
the Calliope , and on their arrival 
at the firs/t bar they found the 
enemy strongly fortified cm the 
left bank of the river, close t b 
Whampoa Reach, with upwards 
of forty War-junks and the Cam- 
bridge (formerly an East Indiaman 
of 900 tons) ; a number of vessels 
also were sunk, in order to bar the 
passage* A hea %7 fire was opened 
upon the steamers Madagascar 
and Nemesis , which advanced to 
reconnoitre; but the ships were 
soon brought up, and opened their 
fire on the junks and batteries, 
which in an hour were nearly 
silenced, when the marines and 
small-aim men were landed and 
Stormed the Works, driving before 
them upwards of 2,000 Chinese 
troops, mid killing nearly 300. In 
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about half an hour after landing, 
all the defences were carried, al- 
though in several places a brave and 
determined resistance was made. 
Next day Sir Gordon Bremer joined 
the advanced squadron and several 
transports were pushed forward 
within gunshot of Howqua’s Fort, 
and thus for the first time were 
ships seen from the walls of Can- 
ton. On the 2nd of May the 
Crutzer frigate came up, having 
on board Major-General Sir Hugh 
Gough, who took command of the 
land forces. On approaching the 
fort, it was found to be abandoned, 
and the British colours were hoisted 
on it* Between this and Canton 
were several batteries and fortified 
rafts, and Sir G. Bremer and Ge- 
neral Gough were preparing to 
attack these on the 5th, when, 
after the enemy had fired all their 
guns and fled across the rafts on 
which the British colours were 
hoisted, at noon the Kwang-chow- 
Foo or Prefect, accompanied by the 
Hong merchants, came down, and 
admitted that Keshen having been 
degraded, and the newly-appointed 
Commissioners not having arrived, 
there was no Government author- 
ized to treat for peace, or make 
any arrangements; but Captain 
Elliot requested the naval and 
military commanders to make no 
further movement towards the 
city, until it was seen what was 
the disposition evinced by the pro- 
vincial authorities at Canton. 

Sir G. Bremer, in his despatch, 
observes on this, “ I fear, however, 
that the forbearance is misunder- 
stood, and that a further punish- 
ment must be resorted to before 
this arrogant and perfidious Go- 
vernment is brought to reason.” 
The event proved that he was 
right. On the 17th of March a 
lag of truce* sent by Captain Elliot 


with a chop to the Imperial Com- 
missioner, was fired upon by the 
Chinese ; and in consequence, the 
next day, the force under the com- 
mand of Captain Herbert, who 
was in advance of the rest of the 
armament, carried and destroyed 
in succession all the forts in ad. 
vance of Canton, taking, anting, 
burning, and otherwise destroying 
the flotilla of the enemy, and 
hoisted the Union-jack the same 
day on the walls of the British 
factory ; the guns of the squadron 
commanding the approaches to the 
city, and thus placing it entirely 
at our mercy. 

It appears that Keshen had de- 
layed the execution of the treaty 
which he had concluded in January 
with Captain Elliot, until he 
could obtain the Emperor’s con- 
firmation of it. The Imperial 
Cabinet rejected the treaty, and 
determined on war. Four Im- 
perial edicts were issued, which 
breathed hostility and defiance to 
the English. “ They are,” said 
the Celestial Monarch , 91 like dogs 
and sheep in their dispositions. It 
is difficult for heaven and earth to 
bear any longer with the English, 
and both gods and men are indig- 
nant at their conduct.” Keshen 
was ordered to be delivered over to 
the Board of Punishment, still, 
however, retaining his command. 

On the 20th, a circular was 
issued by Captain Elliot from the 
British Factory, in which he stated 
that a suspension of hostilities had 
been agreed upon between him 
and the Imperial Commissioner 
Yang. This was to last until ad- 
vices came from the Court at 
Pekin. 

At the end of March, Sir G. 
Bremer left Canton for Calcutta, 
to obtain reinforcements; and dur- 
ing liii absence Sir Le Fleming 
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Senhouse assumed the command 
in China. 

In ibe mean time, although for 
about six weeks the trade was 
partially re-opened, in virtue of 
the Convention which had been 
entered into, the movements at 
Canton, and constant arrival of 
large bodies of Tartar troops, made 
it quite evident that the Chinese 
again contemplated hostilities, and 
were only waiting for a favour- 
able moment for attack. In con- 
sequence of this, it was determined 
to advance again upon Canton, 
and on the 23rd of May, Major- 
General Sir H. Gough, accompa- 
nied by Sir Le Fleming Senhouse, 
proceeded to the vicinity of the 
suburbs of the city, in order to 
meet Captain Elliot, and also as- 
certain the extent of the enemy's 
operations. 

The plan resolved upon was to 
make the principal point of de- 
barkation of the British forces to 
the north-west of the city, while 
another column was to take pos- 
session of the factories, and co- 
operate with the naval force which 
was to attack the river defences. 
Erery arrangement having been 
completed by two o’clock p.m. on 
tbe 24th, and the boats and other 
craft being placed in tow of the 
steamers, the British force moved 
to the attack; the right column, 
towed by the Aialania steamer, to 
attack and keep possession of the 
factories; the left, towed by the 
Nemesis , in four brigades towards 
the left in front. The right column 
reached its point of attack before 
five p.m and took possession of the 
factories, under the command of 
Major Pratt. 

We cannot do better than give 
extracts from the despatch of Sir 
H. Gough, in which he details the 
•vents which followed * 


u The left column, towed by 
the Nemesis , from the difficulties 
of the passage, with such a fleet of 
craft as she had in tow, did not 
reach the Sulphur until dusk, 
which vessel Captain Belcher had 
judiciously anchored close to the 
village of Tsing-hae, the point of 
debarcation, about five miles by 
the river line above the factories. 
I could, therefore, only land the 
49th regiment, with which corps I 
made a reconnoissance to some dis- 
tance, meeting a few straggling 
parties of the enemy. The follow- 
ing morning the remainder of the 
column landed, and the whole pro- 
ceeded soon after daylight. 

" The heights to the north of 
Canton, crowned by four strong 
forts and the city walls, which run 
over the southern extremity of 
these heights, including one ele- 
vated point, appeared to be about 
three miles and a half distant ; the 
intermediate ground, undulating 
much, and intersected by hollows 
under wet paddy cultivation, ena- 
bled me to take up successive posi- 
tions, until we approached within 
range of the forts on the heights 
and the northern face of the city 
walls. I had to wait here some 
time, placing the men under cover, 
to bring up the rocket battery and 
artillery. 

“ Having at eight o’clock got 
up the rocket battery, with two 
5 £ -inch mortars, two 12-pounder 
howitzers, and two 9-pounder 
guns, a well-directed fire was kept 
up on the two western forts, which 
had much annoyed us by a heavy 
tire. I now made the disposition 
for attack en echellon of columns 
from the left, and directed the 49th 
regiment o carry a hill on the left 
of the nearest eastern fort, sup- 

K rted by the 37th Madras Native 
fanfcry’ and Bengal Volunteers, 
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tmdet lieutenant-colonel Morris, 
of the 4&h regiment. The 18th 
Royal Irish, supported by the Royal 
Marines, Under Major-general Bur- 
rell, I directed to carry a hill to 
their front* which was strongly 
occupied* and flanked the approach 
to the fort just mentioned. This 
movement was to cut off* the com- 
munication between the two eastern 
forts, and cover the advance of the 
49th ih their attack and storm of 
the nearest. Major-general Bur- 
rell had directions to push on and 
take the principal square fort when 
the 49th made their rush. Simul- 
taneous With those attacks* the bri- 
gade of seamen was to carry the 
two Western forts, covered by a 
concentrated fire from the whole 
df the gUUs and rockets. 

“ During the whole of the ad- 
vance my right had been threat- 
ened by a large body of the enemy, 
Which debouched from the western 
suburbs ; and just as I was about 
tt) commence the attack, a report 
was made that heavy columns were 
advancing on the right ; I was, 
therefore, compelled to detach the 
Marines under Captain Ellis to 
support the brigade of seamen, and 
to cover my riipit and rear. 

“At about Ealf-past nine o’clock 
the advance whs sounded, and it 
has seldom fallen to my lot to Wit* 
Uess A more soldierlike and steady 
advance Or a more animated at* 
tack. Every individual, native as 
well as European, steadily and 
gallantly did his duty* The 16th 
and 49th were emulous which 
drould first reach their appointed 
goals; but, under the impulse of 
this fooling* they did not lose sight 
of that discipline which could alone 
insure success. The advance of the 
37th Madras Native Infantry and 
Bengal Volunteers, ih support, was 
equally praise Worthy* 


“ The result of this combined 
movement was, that the two forts 
were captured with comparatively 
small loss, and that, in little more 
than half an hour after the order 
to advance was given, the British 
troops looked down on Canton 
within 100 paces of its walls. 

" A strongly- intrenched camp 
of considerable extent* occupied 
apparently by about 4,000 men* 
lay to the north-east of the city 
upon rising ground, separated by a 
tract of paddy land ftnm the base 
of the heights. Frequent attacks 
were ihade upon my left by bodies 
sent from this encampment* but 
were As frequently repulsed by tk 
49th. Ibis, however, exposed tk 
men to a heavy fire from the walk 
of the city. 

" About two O’clock, perceiving 
that Mandarins of consequent* 
were joining this force from the 
city, and had occupied a village in 
refer of my left, I directed the 
49th to dislodge them. This was 
instantly effected in the 
spirited manner that had mathed 
every movement of this gallant 
corps. About three O’ctoek it toai 
evident that some Mandarin bf 
high rank had reached the efr 

a ment, {I have Since under* 
that it was Yang, the tart* 
general,) and that preparation 
were making for a freih attack. I 
ordered down the 18th* therefore, 
with one company of the Royal 
Marines to reinforce the 4fHb,aim 
directed Major-general Bdrtttito 
assume the command, to repfci the 
projected attack, and instantly ® 
follow up the enetay across a nar- 
row causeway, the only approach, 
and take and destroy foe encamp- 
ment. This duty Was well and 
gallantly performed* but I W# 
to say with rather severe k», w*S 
the difficulty of approtfeb* tifctd 
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to i heavy flit from the guns and 

« on the north-east face of 
y wall. The enemy were 
driven at all points, and fled across 
the country ; the encampment was 
burnt, the magazines, of which 
there welt several, blown up, and 
the permanent buildings of con- 
siderable extent set on fire. 

fl Having retorinoitred the Walls 
and gates, I decided on taking the 
dty by assault, Of rather upon 
taking a strong fortified height df 
Ootisiaerable extent within the city 
Wall, before* the panic ceafced, but 
the hill in bur real* being pecu- 
liarly nigged, and its base difficult 
of approach dn account of the 
riarrdwness of the path, between 
wet paddy fields, I had only beert 
enabled to get up a very Few bf 
fhfe lightest pieces of ordnaiice and 
a small pbttidn of ammunition. I 
therefore deemed it right to aWait 
the arrival of this necessary arm to 
make the assault. 

u The following morhing, the 
26th. at ten o'clbck, a flag of truce 
was hoisted on the Walls, when I 
deputed Mr. Thdm (whom Cap- 
tain Elliot had sent to m t as inter- 
preter) to ascertain the cause. A 
Mandarin stated, that they wished 
fdr peace. I had it explained that, 
is General cdtotoahding the Bri- 
tish, I Would treat with hone but 
the General commanding the Chi- 
nese troops ; that we came before 
Cfthtbn touch against the wishes of 
the British nation, biit that re- 
peated ihsultfc ana breaches of 
faith had Compelled Us to make 
the presieUt taovement, and that 1 
Wbuld Cease from hostilities for tWd 
hours, to unable their General to 
m&t me and Sir Le Fleming Sen- 
house, who kindly aOcotapanied tote 
thmbghbut the whole operation, 
and S Whtfce ju&icidUfc arrangfe- 
fMtd Mid tihfcdfoing exertions rbt 


the furtherance bf thb united ser- 
vices, (and I am proud to say they 
ate united ih hand and heart,) 1 
cannot too strongly express my 
sense of obligation. I further ex- 

5 1 * lined that Captain Elliot, her 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary, was 
With the advanced squadron to the 
south of the city, and that if I did 
ilbt receive a communication front 
him, or had not a satisfactory in- 
terview with the Geiieral, I should, 
at the termination of the tWo hours, 
order the white flag to be struck. 

kt As the General did hot toakU 
hi§ appedraneb, although butoeroUs 
messages were received between 
this tittle (about noon) and fdbf 
P.M., I hauled dowti the White flag. 
The etiemy, however, did hot, 
Which was rRther convenient, as it 
enabled me to get up my guns Rnd 
ammunition, without exposing my 
men to fire.*' 

The attack, howeVter, WAS hot 
renewed, but various parleys tOofe 
place between the Chinese au- 
thorities and Captain Elliot, who 
at last wrote to Sir H. Gough, 
requesting him to suspend hostili- 
ties, as he (Captain Elliot) WaS 
employed in a settlement of the 
difficulties upon the following con- 
ditions 

1. The Imperial Commissioner 
and all the troops, other than those 
of the province, to quit the city 
Within six days, ahd retooVe to & 
distance exceeding sixty miles. 

2. 6,000,000 dolliUrs to be paid ift 
One Week, for the use of the CroWft 
of England; 1,000,000 doll&rS 
payable before to-morrow at sub- 
set. 

3. British troops to remain in 
their actual positions till the Whole 
suih be paid. No additional pre- 
parations Oh either side; but all 
British troOps And shins df Wat to 
rtthro witfobt the B6cc& TigtfB 
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as soon as tbe whole be paid. 
Quangtong also to be evacuated, 
but not to be re-armed by tbe 
Chinese Government till all the 
difficulties are adjusted between 
tbe two Governments. 

4. The loss occasioned by tbe 
burning of tbe Spanish brig Bit - 
baino , and all losses occasioned by 
the destruction of tbe factories, to 
be paid within one week. 

Upon this adjustment of tbe quar- 
rel, tbe gallant General observes, 
“ Whatever might be my senti- 
ments, my duty was to acquiesce ; 
tbe attack, which was to have 
commenced in forty-five minutes, 
was countermanded, and the feel- 


ings of tbe Chinese were spared. 
Of the policy of tbe measure I do 
not consider myself a competent 



Canton should be equally spared, 
with the exception of its defences, 
and that not a soldier should have 
entered the town further than the 
fortified heights within its walls." 

Tbe consequence was, that at 
noon on the 27th of May, the Bri- 
tish flag was lowered in the four 
captured forts, and the troops and 
brigade of seamen (who had 
throughout behaved with their 
proverbial gallantry), marched out 
and returned to Tsmg-hae. One 
circumstance connected with the 
discipline of the troops engaged in 
the attack on Canton deserves 
mention. The soldiers of the 49th, 
finding a quantity of a spirit called 
sham-shu in the village they had 
taken, without order or previous 
knowledge of their officers, brought 
the jars containing this pernicious 
Hquor, and broke them in front of 
their corps, without the occurrence 
of * single case of intoxication. 

The number of killed and 

pounded on tbe side of the 
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British, amounted to, killed, 15 ; 
wounded, 112. 

The public, however, had to 
mourn the loss of Sir Le Fleming 
Senhouse, who expired on tbe 
morning of the 14th of June, on 
board the Blenheim, in conse- 
quence of a violent fever, brought 
on by his great exertions and ex- 
posure to the sun during tbe 
operations against Canton. He 
was buried at Macao, according to 
his own request. 

The 6,000,000 of dollars a- 
mounted to about 1,200,0001., and 
of this Captain Elliot appropriated 
upwards of 66,0001. to reimburse 
those who had surrendered their 
opium-chests to him at the com- 
mencement of the disturbances. 
This payment was subsequently 
disallowed by the British Govern- 
ment, but we must defer further 
details until our next volume. 

On the 18th of June, Sir Gor- 
don Bremer again arrived at Mscao, 
and it was immediately notified to 
the Chinese, that he was appointed 
joint- Plenipotentiary with Cap- 
tain Elliot However on the 9th 
of August, Sir Henry Pottinger, 
the new Plenipotentiary, reached 
the Canton waters, accompanied 
by Sir William Parker, who as- 
sumed the command of the fleet 
in the Chinese seas. Sir H. Pri- 
tinger immediately published a 
copy of his credentials, authorising 
and empowering him “to nego- 
tiate and conclude with the Minis- 
ter vested with similar power and 
authority on the part of the Em- 
peror of China, any treaty or 
agreement for the arrangement <)f 
the differences now subsisting bi- 
tween Great Britain and Chtnaf' 
In 8 few days afterwards he issued 
a notification, in which, after stak- 
ing his anxiety to promote the 
prosperity of all htr Majesty's sub- 
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jects and other foreigners, he went 
on to say that it was his ‘'first 
duty distinctly to intimate for gene- 
ral and individual information, 
that it was his intention to devote 
his undivided energies and thoughts 
to the primary object of securing 
a speedy and satisfactory close of 
the war ; and that he therefore 
could allow no consideration con- 
nected with mercantile pursuits 
and other interests to interfere 
with the strong measures which he 
might find it necessary to au thor- 
ite and adopt towards the Govern- 
ment and subjects of China, with a 
view to compelling an honourable 
and lasting peace/* He then warned 
all her Majesty's subjects and 
foreigners against putting them- 
selves in the power of the Chinese 
authorities during the anomalous 
and unsettled state of our relations 
with the Emperor. On the 1 7th 
of August Sir H. Pottinger em- 
barked from Macao for Hong- 
kong, whither Sir W. Parker had 
preceded him, and an expedition 
consisting of H.M.S. Wellesley, 
72, with the flag of Rear-Admiral 
Sir W. Parker; Blenheim , 72; 
Blonde , 42 ; Druid, 44 ; Modesle, 
18; Crvizer, 18; Columbine, 18 ; 
Pylades, 18; Algerine, 10; Rat- 
tlesnake troop-ship ; and the East 
India Company’s armed steamers 
Sesostris, Nemesis , Queen , and 
Phlegelhon, accompanied by 21 
transports, was despatched without 
delay to the northward. 

The superseded plenipotentiary, 
Captain Elliot, left China on the 
24th of August, and on the 26th 
of September he arrived at Bom- 
bay, accompanied by Sir Gordon 
Bremer. 

Turkey, Syria, and Egypt. — 
The events in the Levant, during 
this year, were of a far less ex- 
citing character than those which 


we have detailed in our last 
volume. Our narrative ended with 
stating that Admiral Stopford had 
refused to ratify the Convention 
made by Commodore Napier with 
the Pasha of Egypt, on the ground 
that that officer had exceeded his 

f owers. On the 6th of December 
1840) the Admiral transmitted 
to Mehemet Ali “ the official au- 
thority from the British Govern- 
ment, in the name of the four 
Powers, to maintain your High- 
ness in the Pashalic of Egypt, 
upon the conditions that within 
three days after communication 
made to you by Captain Fanshawe, 
you agree to restore the Turkish 
fleet to the Sultan and evacuate 
Syria.” The Pasha, in reply to 
this, stated his sense of the for- 
bearance shown to him, and said 
that be was anxious tp act in the 
manner pointed out tq him in the 
despatch. At the same time he 
enclosed a communication ad- 
dressed by him to the Grand 
Vizier, in which he professes his 
entire submission to the wishes of 
the Allies in the following terms : 

€t Always disposed to make the 
sacrifice of all that I possess, and 
of ray life itself, in order that I 
may obtain the good graces of his 
Highness, and recognizing that, 
by the intervention of the Allied 
Powers, tbe favour of my Sove- 
reign is restored to me, I have 
made the necessary dispositions in 
order that the Ottoman fleet may 
be given up to such person and in 
such manner as it will please his 
Highness to order. The troops 
that were in Candia, in Arabia, 
and in the Holy Cities, are ready 
to retire; and their evacuation 
will take place without delay, as 
soon as the order of my Sovereign 
shall have reached me. As to 
Syria and Adana, I have learned. 
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bj a letter from Ibrahim Pasha, 
dated the last days of the Rama- 
dan, and which came to my hands 
pye^land, that he had quitted Da- 
mascus on the 3d or 4th of Chevab 
With all the army, for the purpose 
of returning into Egypt. Syria 
is consequently wholly evacuated, 
consequently my act of obedi- 
ence is accomplished. These facts 
coming to the knowledge of yo.ur 
Excellency, I hope that in com- 
municating them to our Sovereign 
and master you will intercede with 
his Highness, that he will restore 
to his confidence the oldest and 
moat faithful of his servants/* 

The long-agitated question qf 
the Eapt was thus rapidly ap- 
proaching a settlement, and on the 
llfo of January this year, \te- 
hemet AE gave up the whole qf 
the Twrkw fleet# which sailed 
away for Mmwnrice* under the 
command of foe Turkish Admiral, 
Walken and about the same time 
0 firman was sent from Constan- 
tinople* whereby the Sultan ae- 
cprded to foe Pasha the. hereditary 
posse^on of Egypt. 

From some unexplained reason, 
however, this appears not ta have 
been a final offer; for several 
firmans afterwards arrived in the 
mopfo of February, by which the 
hereditary Pafoalic of Egypt was 
bestowed on Mehemet Ali, upon 
certain conditions, the moat ob- 
noxious of which was, that when- 
ever the Viceroy, for the time 
being, of Egypt died, the Sublime 
Porte was * f to choose amongst his 
heirs him that shall suit it heat, 
who will ho called to. Constan- 
tinople. to receive foe investiture/* 
This condition was strenuously re- 
sisted by foe Pasha ; and it is 
obvioqs that a more. impolitic one 
ieuld not have been inserted. To 
make foe succession depend upon 


the caprice pf foe Pojrte, would 
have opened a wide field V) ftjl I 
those domestic crimes which tyre 
so long been the reproach pf dp 
ruling families of the East, awl 
would indeed have rendered the 
boon whiph the Sultan professed 
to he bestowing upon his powct^jl 
vassal a mockery. Metemet Ali 
appealed to the four gumpeep 
Powers which had taken so active 
a part in settling the affairs of the 
Levant, and the result w^s, 
ultimately an amended firman was 
received in foe month of June to 
the Pasha, at Alexandria, by whi$ 
the hereditary succession was gua- 
ranteed tu his family without W 
interference on foa partof thePotff. 
The claim of foe, Sultan tP tribute 
was declared tp be one-feurfo tfy 
gross revenues of Egypt : but tjfy 
was to be compounded toy by HP 
annual payment pf 9,00Q,PQD I 

dollars, besides about 2,000,009 ? 

dollars more pf arrears Tie 
ffotti Scherifif of Gplbap^, ftfid 
the fundamental laws of foe Turk- 
ish empire, were to bp enforced k 
Egypt, subject to certain modify*- 
tions adapted to foe peculiar fofc 
cumstancea pf that kingdom 
In tfie mepfo of march aoqe 
change^ topk place in the Mufytiy 
at Constantinople. Rescind Push*, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
was deprived pf p(&pe, and W 
place supplied to Rfomt (ley, far- 
meriy Ambassador from foe Porte 
to the Court of Vienna. Also 
Fe*hi Achmpt Pasha, fo§ Minis, 
ter of Commerce, was replaced by 
the Capitan Ppsha, Said Pasta 
brufoer-mJaw to the Sult$m; aid 
Tahir Pasha was appointed Cap- 
tan Pasha in his stead. The two 
latter. Said Pasha and Tahir Pasha, 
had both been Ministers under tto 
late Sultan, and removed by hip 
on foe ground of incapacity ; W 
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they Were supposed tp be favour- 
able (o an amicable adjustment of 
the quarrel with the Pasha of 
Egypt; and, this was, in aU pro-, 
bability, the chief reason of their 
being recalled to office, 

Syuu.-— T he following account 
of the state of Syria at this period 
Was written by a British merchant 
reddest in the country ; and ap- 
peared in the English newspapers. 
It exhibits a melancholy picture ef 
the effects of misrule* and shows 
ho w likely it k that before long 
some general attempt will be made 
Vo bring about a revolution, and 
thmw ofi* theyohe of Turkish tyran-. 
ay altogether. The letter is dated 
11 Aleppo* WMi 
“ The Government of the coun* 
try consists of Pashas and Dpfter- 
datf. A Defterdar ia a “book* 
keeper*" the office here is that of 
a Minuter of Finance for a. dis- 


are> bribed to allow good? to pass 
at lower rates than those ip the 
tariff; and in some cases, without 
entering them at all ip the Cus- 
tomhouse-books, the officers take 
their present in kind, and the 
merchant takes them away with- 
out paying any duty. The Courts 
of the Cadi have become so dread* 
fully venal, that decision* are 
openly bought ; and no. man who 
Will not buy the Judge’s favour 
need go to his Court. In case* 
Where disputes have been carried 
to the Pashas by the English and 
other Consuls, the moat profligate 
violation of promises apd right* i# 
made without shame or fear. 

“ The feebleness of the Govern-* 
ment is seen in the state of Mount 
Lebanon, many of the Southern 
districts and all the North? 
erp. The Christian population of 
Lebanon make no secret of their 


txict, There ate of course, besides 
these* Mutzilius (or governors) 
ever every town. The Pashas and 
Defterdar* have been supplied from 
Constantinople; the governors of 
towns are partly former governors, 
confirmed ny the Sultan, and partly 
new man from Constantinople, 
The general character of the new 
rulers individually is duplicity and 
venality ; that of the Government 
feebleness, irresolution, inactivity, 
feithleasneaft and poverty. All 
ever the country, access, to the 
Pashas* and a favourable decision 
by them, is obtainable by presents 
of money to them, and by that 
means only, If a poor fellow who 
has supplied the Government with 
Stores, gets an order on the local 
treasury, he must consent to allow 
the Defterdar to retain a per- 
centage! or delay after delay is 
made, amounting almost to a dis- 
tinct refusal of payment. The 
Cuitomhwg^nfficcm may he (and 


contempt for the Sultan’s an* 
thority, and dictate tp him the 
terms on which they will remain 
at peace, as if they were an jnde* 
pendent and more powerful state. 
The promises and power pf the 
Allies have been able a* yet tq 
retard revolution* hut there ha* 
been for the last three month* 
constant and immediate antieipiu 
tipn of a violent demonstration* 
The roads ii> the districts of 
Naplous and Jerusalem are inse-* 
cure, from the presence of old 
marauders whom Ibrahim Pasha 
effectually kept down, 

“ |n the North, disturbance! of 
a tedious sort topic place at Orfa ; * 
and the Arabs, from Hamah to 
the Taurus, and from Aleppo tQ 
the Euphrates, are at enmity with 
the Government, a&d command 
the country. So hold are they, 
that they were lately encamped 
within sight of the walls of 

Aleppo* <wd nothing was dong tor 
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disperse or even check them. The 
English Consul has been endea- 
vouring to arrange with them; 
and thus the Government is in 
such a position, that, through the 
representative of another power, 
it has to treat with the chiefs of 
robbers, who laugh at its pre- 
tended authority. As you may 
imagine, the roads are nearly all 
unsafe, and robberies are common. 
The worst is, that these arrange- 
ments are defeated by the Govern- 
ment continually changing its 
views, and acting with bad faith 
to the Arabs in the face of agree- 
ments. The poverty of the Go- 
vernment is so great that no one 
will trust it unless compelled ; 
and the British Commissary has 
been employed for some time at 
Beyrout drawing money to supply 
its wants. The only improve- 
ments that have been made since 
the occupation of the country are 
at Beyrout and Acre; and they 
are made not only at Great Bri- 
tain’s cost, but chiefly with British 
hands. The effect of all this on 
the people is deep discontent and 
contempt No respect is paid to 
the Government ; and complaints 
are made by all. Relief has been 
obtained certainly from the con- 
scription of the Pasha of Egypt, 
and from some grinding taxes in 
oppressed localities. The friends 
of Mehemet Ali cannot deny that 
the happiness of many of the poorer 
classes has been increased by the 
absence of his vigorous Govern- 
ment, which endeavoured to find 
resources in the country although 
at the expense of ruining con- 
siderable portions of its rural popu- 
lation, and inflicting great hard- 
ship on those liable to serve in the 
army* These evils have been re- 
moved, however, by removing all 
Government, and reducing the 
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country to a state approaching to 
anarchy ; which, if permitted to 
continue, will more surely ruin 
the country. The partial suffer, 
ings under Ibrahim Pasha were 
very apparent, and probably mag- 
nified by interested parties: the 
mischief doing now is far more 
general, and strikes at the root of 
civilization and prosperity, though 
it may exhibit fewer cases of in. 
dividual misery. This is so evi- 
dent to every one looking at pass- 
ing events in this country, that 
there are no remarks so commonly 
made by the British officers, as 
that, ‘ We have unfortunately re- 
moved all Government from this 
country,’ and f This state of things 
cannot last.’ 

u The European influences now 
exerted in this country are that of 
'the Allies,' represented by the 
British officers and Consuls, and 
that of France, aided more secretly 
by Russia, which latter influence 
is directed by the Consuls of these 
two Powers, through the instru- 
mentality of spies and the Chris- 
tian clergy. The British influence 
is employed in pacifying the ex- 
cited mountaineers of Lebanon, 
treating with the Arabs, and in- 
terfering with the Government in 
ali quarters, to prevent its making, 
as the Levantines say, * Cativa 
Jigura . 9 Indeed, the Government 
only shows energy under the im- 
mediate and severe pressure of this 
influence ; and wherever its abuses 
are controlled, it is by strong di- 
rect interference of the British 
officers or Consuls. The Consuls 
are few, and, with one or two 
exceptions, feeble, and not well- 
disposed to British interests. One 
favours Greeks and another French- 
men ; and they act as if sent here 
rather for the interest of strangers 
than of British merchants, whose 
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interests they neglect or injure. 
The military and naval officers 
are very different men. They ex- 
ert themselves openly and firmly 
against abuses. The military offi- 
cers are located over the whole 
country, which is divided into dis- 
tricts. One is at Aleppo, one at 
Tripoli, Ac. At Beyrout are their 
head-quarters, where they have 
improved many parts of the town, 
ana are beginning on the neigh- 
bourhood. They are also fortify- 
ing Acre. Never had the Sultan 
such bountiful Allies. His sub- 
jects consider them as their rulers 
at present de facto, soon to be so 
dejurc. 1 May God send more of 
you f is a common salutation when 
an Englishman meets a traveller 
on the road. 

u The French influence employs 
the native priesthood of the Ma- 


ronites (and a large importation of 
Jesuits have recently arrived to 
their aid) to influence the minds 
of the people against Great Britain* 
Over these people they have the 
most complete control; and con- 
sequently the Maronites are all in 
favour of France and against Great 
Britain. The Druses alone favour 
us, and it is probable they may 
soon formally adopt the Protestant 
religion and claim British pro- 
tection. They amount to about 
one- third of the population of 
Lebanon. The Russian influence 
is employed in the same way with 
the Greek Christians, though not 
with so successful a result. But 
the fact that Russia also acts 
against British views, greatly 
strengthens the power acquired 
by France in the mountains. 


Vot. LXXXIIL [U] 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Uhitbd States and Canada.— Message of President (Mr. V<n 
Buren) to Congress— Discussion in the Senate relative to the state of 
affairs between Great Britain and America — General Harrison in- 
ducted into the Presidency— Inaugural Address — Sudden death of 
General Harrison— Mr. tyler, (Vice-President) becomes President 

He issues an Address — Meeting of Congress at Washington— 

Election of Speaker— Message of President— Affair <f the Steam- 
boat Caroline— Seizure, in the American territory , of M'Uod, a 
British subject— Correspondence between Mr. Fox and Mr. Forsyth 
on the subject— Discussion in the House of Representatives— Pro- 
ceedings in the case of M l Leod— Outrageous acts of the mob at Lock - 

wr t Warlike tone of Report presented to the House of Representatives 

on the subject of the seizure of M'Leod—It denounces the ambitious 
and aggressive policy of Great Britain — Dixussion thereupon— 
Question of Fortifying the Frontiers of the Union— Official note sent 
by Mr. Fox to Mr. Webster ( the American Foreign Secretary )— 
Question of jurisdiction in the case of M i Leod — Judgment of Su- 
preme Court on the subject — Trial of M'Leod at Utica— His ac- 
quittal— Seizure in Canada of an American citizen— He is set at 
liberty— Bill introduced into Congress for the establishment of a 
National Bank— The President exercises his right of veto— Resigna- 
tion of the Ministry in consequence— Formation of a new Cabinet- 
Secret Societies called “ Hunter's Lodges,” along the Northern 

frontier Proclamation issued by the President against them— 

General Scott a candidate for the office of President— Question of 
right of search. — Can ada — U nion of the two Provinces carried into 
Effect— Proclamation by the Governor , Lord Sydenham— General 
Election— Speech of the Governor at the opening of the Session- 
Address carried— Painful illness and death of Lord Sydenham . 


O N the 9th of January, the 
Message of the President 
(Mr. Van Buren) was delivered to 
Congress. In this he congratu- 
lated his countrymen upon the 
possession of the “ invaluable bless- 
ings of health, peace, and plenty,” 
and announced, that with respect 
to foreign states, the relations of 
the American Government with 
all the powers of the world were 


those of honourable peace;— but 
warned them that they must be 
prepared to maintain a defended 
neutrality in t€ the shock of em- 
pires. *' With regard tothe question 
of the North-eastern Boundary 
the President said, 

“The excitement which grew 
out of the territorial controversy 
between the United States and 
Great Britain having in a great 
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measure subsided, it is hoped that 
a favourable period is approaching 
for its final settlement* Both 
Governments must now be con- 
vinced of the dangers with which 
the question is fraught ; and it 
must be their desire, as it is their 
interest, that this perpetual cause 
of irritation should be removed as 
' ?'• 1 speedily as practicable. In my 

* last annual message you were in- 

** formed, that the proposition for 

iiS a commission of exploration and 

survey promised by Great Britain 
■f had been received, and that a 

to* counter-project, including also a 

111* provision for the certain and final 

h fa adjustment of the limits in dispute, 

was then before the British Go* 
0 vernment for its consideration. 

** The answer of that Government, 

& accompanied by additional propo* 

irtsf ikions of its own, was received, 

$4* through its Minister here, since 

'■r; your separation. These were 

promptly considered : such as were 
Jt* deemed correct in principle, and 
consistent with a due regard to 
^ f the just rights of the United Slates 

and of the State of Maine, con* 
(jit curred in ; and the reasons for dis- 
\ss seating from the residue, with an 
> *r additional suggestion on our part, 
& communicated by the minister at 
$ Washington, that early steps should 
be taken to adjust the points of 
y;i 0 difference on the line of boundary 
from the entrance of Lake Supe- 
rior to the most North-western 
j point of the Lake of the Woods, 
oy the arbitration of a friendly 
^ power, in conformity with the 
^ seventh article of the treaty of 
\ u Ghent No answer has yet been 
returned by the British Govern* 
* ment to this proposition." 

. On the subject of the Texan 
boundary he said. 

^ ^ u The Commissioners appointed 

^ io pursuance of the convention 


between the United States and 
Texas, for marking the boundary 
between them, have, according to 
the last report received from our 
commissioner, surveyed and esta- 
blished the whole extent of the 
boundary North alonjj the Western 
bank of the Sabine nver, from its 
entrance into the Gulf of Mexico 
to the 32nd degree of North lati- 
tude. The commission adjourned 
on the 16th of June last, to re- 
assemble on the 1st of November, 
for the purpose of establishing 
accurately the intersection of the 
32nd degree of latitude with the 
Western bank of the Sabine, and 
the meridian line thence to Red 
River. It is presumed that the 
work will be concluded in the 
present season." 

The President referred at con- 
siderable length to the financial 
condition of the country, giving a 
brief recapitulation of its fiscal 
history during his term of service. 
Every demand upon the Govern- 
ment, he observed had been 
promptly met Notwithstanding 
reductions in taxation and defi- 
ciencies arising from private com- 
mercial embarrassments, the amount 
of Treasury notes outstanding was 
only 4,500,000 dollars — less by 
23,000,000 dollars than the United 
States had in deposit with the 
States. He had somewhat reduced 
the expenditure in 1838 ; in 1839 
it was reduced by six millions ; 
and the expenditure of 1840, ex- 
clusive of disbursements for public 
debt and trust claims, would pro- 
bably not exceed twenty-two and 
a half millions. Two of the 
heaviest charges upon the treasury 
were the removal of the Indians 
and the pension -list : the former 
was nearly completed, • more than 
40,000 Indians having been re- 
moved to the West of the Missis* 
[U2] 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



292] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


sippi since the spring of 1837 ; 
and the pension -list was rapidly 
diminishing by death. The Pre- 
sident entered into a long vindica- 
tion of his own financial policy, 
and, in the course of some remarks 
condemnatory of a national debt, 
said, 

"Among the many objections 
to a national debt, the certain ten- 
dency of public securities to con- 
centrate ultimately in the coffers 
of foreign stockholders is one which 
is every day gathering strength. 
Already have the resources of 
many of the States, and the future 
industry of their citizens, been 
indefinitely mortgaged to the sub- 
jects of European Governments, 
to the amount of twelve millions 
annually to pay the constantly- 
accruing interest on borrowed 
money — a sum exceeding half the 
ordinary revenue of the whole 
United States. The- pretence 
which this relation affords to fo- 
reigners to scrutinize the manage- 
ment of our domestic affairs, if not 
actually to intermeddle with them, 
presents a subject for earnest at- 
tention, not to say of serious alarm. 
Fortunately, the Federal Govern- 
ment, with the exception of an 
obligation entered into in behalf of 
the district of Columbia, which 
must soon be discharged, is wholly 
exempt from any such embarrass- 
ment. It is also, as is believed the 
only government which, having 
fully and faithfully paid all its 
creditors, has also relieved itself 
entirely from debt. To maintain 
a distinction so desirable and so 
honourable to our national cha- 
racter, should be an object of ear- 
nest solicitude." 

The Message closed with recom- 
mending new measures against the 
Afric* 111 Slave-trade. The Pre- 
sident said that the commanders 


of the brig Dolphin and schooner 
Grampus , who had been employed 
during last season in cruising on 
tbe coast of Africa, and had bees 
again despatched on a similar ser- 
vice, stated, that the trade was not 
principally carried on under Por- 
tuguese colours ; the presence sf 
armed American vessels on the 
coast having, “ in a great degree, 
arrested the prostitution of the 
American flag to this inhuman 
purpose." — 

"The efforts of the several 
Governments who are anxiously 
seeking to suppress tbiB traffic, 
must, however, be directed against 
the facilities afforded by what are 
now recognized as legitimate com- 
mercial pursuits, before that object 
can be fully accomplished. Supplier 
of provisions, water-casks, mer- 
chandise, and articles connected 
with the prosecution of the Slave- 
trade, are, it is understood, My 
carried by vessels of different na- 
tions to the Blave-iactories ; and 
the effects of the factors are trans- 
ported openly from one slave 
station to another, without inter- 
mission of punishment by either of 
the nations to which they belong, 
engaged in the commerce of that 
region. I submit to your judg- 
ments whether this Government, 
having been the first to prohibit, 
by adequate penalties, the Slave- 
trade — the first to declare it niracy 
— should not be the first also to 
forbid to its citizens all trade with 
the slave-factories on the coast of 
Africa ; giving an example to sH 
nations in this respect, which, if 
fairly followed, cannot fail t° 
produce the most effective result* 
in breaking up these dens of 
iniquity/* 

The relations of the Uttftfed 
States with Great Britain were 
brought under the consideration of 
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the Senate on the 1st of March. 
Mr. Buchanan said, tbathe had been 
instructed by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations to move to be 
discharged from the consideration 
of the resolution which had been 
referred to that committee, “ re- 
questing the President to commu- 
nicate to the Senate, if not incom- 
patible with the public interest, 
any correspondence which may 
have taken place between the Go- 
vernment and that of Great Bri- 
tain relative to the North-eastern 
boundary not heretofore communi- 
cated to the Senate/' He then 
proceeded to state the reasons 
which bad induced the committee 
to believe, that it would be inex- 
pedient, at- the present moment, 
to publish the correspondence to 
which the resolution referred. 
With respect to the boundary ques- 
tion, the two Governments had, 
he said, already agreed upon the 
essential points of a convention 
based on mutually recognised prin- 
ciples, and alike advantageous and 
honourable to both. If it were 
the sincere desire of both parties, 
as he believed it was, to arrive at 
an amicable conclusion, the nego- 
tiation must soon be successfully 
terminated. His official position 
in the Senate had afforded him 
free access to all the correspond- 
ence. He had examined it with 
care, and would now frankly state 
the impression which it had made 
on his mind. Although he could 
not pretend to say that there were 
no omens of war in the conduct 
of the British Government on the 
Northern frontier, yet this he 
should assert, with much confi- 
dence, that in the negotiation rela- 
tive to the North-eastern boundary, 
nothing had occurred inconsistent 
with the sincere and anxious desire 
which had always been professed 


by that Government to preserve 
the peace which now so happily 
subsisted between the two coun- 
tries, and to bring the question to 
a final and satisfactory conclusion. 
Mr. Buchanan, in conclusion, 
declared that there was no foun- 
dation for the rumour which pre- 
vailed that there had been an angry 
correspondence between the British 
Minister and the Secretary of State 
since the date of the last cor- 
respondence before the public. It 
was true, that since that time a 
single note, bearing upon that sub- 
ject, had been addressed by Mr. 
Fox to Mr. Forsyth, which the 
latter had answered ; but this 
note and answer were of so little 
importance, that he (Mr. Bu- 
chanan) did not deem it necessary 
to call for their publication, and 
their tone was far from being of an 
angry character. Mr. Clay fol- 
lowed Mr. Buchanan, and after 
enumerating the points in dispute 
between the United States and 
England — the boundary, the affair 
of the Caroline, the case of M'Leod, 
and certain seizures on the coast 
of Africa — gave it as his decided 
opinion, that the state of the dif- 
ferences between the two countries 
was not such as to require a special 
Minister. The Minister resident 
in London would be able to do all 
that would be necessary in the 
remises without difficulty, and, 
e thought, without delay* “ I 
have not yet begun," he said, “ to 
think of the possibility of any im- 
mediate war with Great Britain : 
that time has not arrived yet* 
But, however distant it may be, I 
would relax no effort to place the 
country in such a state of defence 
as would prepare it to meet any 
possible exigency that might arise." 
Mr* Clay, in conclusion, expressed 
bis belief that both Governments 
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desired peace ; that it was essen- 
tial to the interests of each ; and 
that, if war did come, it would not 
be from the will of the Govern- 
ments, but from collateral causes, 
over which they had no control. 
The committee was then dis- 
charged, according to the motion of 
Mr. Buchanan. 

On the 2nd of March the Session 
of Congress closed, and on the 4th 
General Harrison was inducted 
into the Presidency with the usual 
ceremonies observed at the Installa- 
tion. His inaugural address is a 
very lengthy document, from which 
we select the followiug passages 
as most likely to interest our 
readers. — 

“ Called from a retirement which 
1 had supposed was to continue for 
the residue of my life, to fill the 
chief executive office of this great 
and free nation, I appear before 
you, fellow-citizens, to take the 
oath which the constitution pre- 
scribes a a a necessary Qualification 
for the performance of its duties. 
And, in obedience to a custom co- 
eval with our Government, and 
what 1 believe to be your expecta- 
tions, I proceed to present to you 
a summary of the principles which 
will govern me in the discharge of 
the duties which 1 shall be called 
upon to perform. 

“ The broad foundation upon 
which our constitution rests being 
the people — a breath of theirs hav- 
ing made, as a breath can unmake, 
change, or modify it— it can be as- 
signed to none of the great divisions 
of Government but to that of de- 
mocracy. If such is its theory, 
those who are called upon to ad- 
minister it must recognise, as its 
leading principle, the duty of shap~ 
ing their measures so as to produce 
the greatest good to the greatest 
number. But, with these broad 


admissions, if we would oompiR 
the sovereignty acknowledged to 
exist in the mass of our people 
with the power claimed by other 
sovereignties, even by those which 
have been considered most purely 
democratic, we shall find a most 
essential difference. All others ky 
claim to power limited only bj 
their own will. The majority of 
our citizens, on the contrary, pos- 
sess a sovereignty with an amount 
of power precisely equal to that 
which has been granted to them by 
the parties to the national compact, 
and nothing beyond. We admit 
of no government by Divine right, 
believing that, so far as the power 
is concerned, the beneficent Creator 
has made no distinction among* 
men, that all are upon an equality, 
and that the only legitimate right 
to govern is an express grant of 
power from the governed. The 
constitution of the United States 
is the instrument containing this 
grant of power to the several d* 
partments composing the Goven* 
meet. On an examination of that 
instrument, it will be found to 
contain declarations of power 
granted and of power withheld 
The latter is also susceptible of 
division into power which the m* 
jority had the right to grant, but 
which they did not think proper to 
intrust to their agents, and tint 
which they could not have granted, 
not being possessed by themselves 
In other words, there ate certain 
rights possessed by each individual 
American citizen which, in his 
compact with the others, he has 
never surrendered. Somcofthcw* 
indeed, he is unable to surrender* 
being, in the language of out 
system, unalienable* 

“ But the great danger to out 
institutions does not appear to we 
to be in a usurpation, by the G* 
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vermnent, of power not granted by 
the people, but by the accumula- 
tion, in one of the departments, 
of that which was assigned to 
others. Limited as are the powers 
which have been granted, still 
enough have been granted to con- 
stitute a despotism, if concentrated 
in one of the departments. This 
danger is greatly heightened, as it 
has been always observable that men 
are less jealous of encroachments of 
one department upon another, 
than upon their own reserved 
rights. 

** Whert the constitution of the 
United States first came from the 
hands of the convention which 
formed it, many of the sternest 
republicans of the day were alarm- 
ed at the extent of the power 
which had been granted to the 
Federal Government, and more 
particularly of that portion which 
had been assigned to the Executive 
branch. There were in it features 
which appeared not to be in har- 
mony with their simple represen- 
tative, democracy or republic. And, 
knowing the tendency of power to 
increase itself, particularly when 
Exercised by a single individual, 
predictions were made, that, at no 
very remote period, the Govern- 
ment would terminate in virtual 
monarchy. It would not become 
me to say that the fears of these 
patriots have been already realized. 
But, as I sincerely believe that the 
tendency of measures, and of men's 
opinions, for some years past, has 
been in that direction, it is, I con- 
ceive, strictly proper that I should 
take this occasion to repeat the as- 
surances I have heretofore given of 
my determination to arrest the pro- 
gress of that tendency, if it really 
exists, and restore the Government 
to its pristine health and vigour, 
as far as this can be effected by any 


legitimate exercise of the power 
placed in my hands. 

Of the former is the eligibility 
of the same individual to a second 
term of the Presidency. The 
sagacious mind of Mr. Jefferson 
early saw and lamented this error, 
and attempts have been made, 
hitherto without success, to apply 
the amendatory power of the States 
to its correction. 

“ As, however, one mode of cor- 
rection is in the power of every 
President and consequently in 
mine, it would be useless, and per- 
haps invidious, to enumerate the 
evils of which, in the opinion of 
many of our fellow-citizens, this 
error of the sages who framed the 
Constitution may have been the 
source, and the bitter fruits which 
we are still to gather from it, if it 
continues to disfigure our system. 
It may be observed, however, as a 
general remark, that republicans 
can commit no greater error than 
to adopt or continue any feature in 
their systems of government which 
may be calculated to create or in- 
crease the love of power in the 
bosoms of those to whom necessity 
obliges them to commit the man- 
agement of their affairs. And, 
surely, nothing is more likely to 
produce such a state of mind than 
the long continuance of an office 
of high trust. Nothing can be 
more corrupting, nothing more de- 
structive of all those noble feelings 
which belong to the character of a 
devoted Republican patriot. When 
this corrupting passion once take^ 
possession of the human mind, like 
the love of gold, it becomes in- 
satiable. It is the never-dying 
worm in his bosom, grows with hi 
growth, and strengthens with the 
declining years of its victim. If 
this is true, it is the part of wisdom 
for a Republic to limit the service 
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of that officer, at least, to whom 
she has intrusted the management 
of her foreign relations, the execu- 
tion of her laws and the command 
of her armies and navies to a pe- 
riod so short as to prevent his for- 
getting that he is the accountable 
agent, not the principal — the ser- 
vant, not the master. Until an 
amendment of the Constitution 
can be effected, public opinion may 
secure the desired object* I give 
my aid to it by renewing the pledge 
heretofore given, that, under no 
circumstances, will I consent to 
serve a second term. 

“ I cannot conceive that, by a 
fair construction, any or either of 
its provisions would be found to 
constitute the President a part of 
the legislative power. It cannot 
be claimed from the power to re- 
commend, since although enjoined 
as a duty upon him, it is a privilege 
which he holds in common with 
every other citizen ; and, although 
there may be something more of 
confidence in the propriety of the 
measures recommended in the one 
case than in the other, in the obli- 
gations of ultimate decision there 
can be no difference. In the lan- 
guage of the Constitution, " all 
the legislative powers” which it 
grants “ are vested in the Congress 
of the United States.” It would 
be a solecism in language to say, 
that any portion of these is not in- 
cluded in the whole. 

The negative upon the 8cts of 
the Legislative by the Executive 
authority, and that iu the hands of 
one individual, would seem to be 
an incongruity in our system. Like 
some others of a similar character, 
however, it appears to be highly 
expedient ; and, if used only with 
the forbearance, and in the spirit 
which was intended by its authors, 
it may be productive of great good, 


and be found one of the safeguards 
to the Union. And it is prepos- 
terous to suppose that a thought 
could for a moment have been en- 
tertained, that the President, place! 
at the capital, in the centre of the 
country, could better understand 
the wants and wishes of the people 
than their own immediate repre- 
sentatives, who spend a pert of 
every year among them, liviw 
with them, often labouring with 
them, and bound to them by the 
triple tie of interest, duty, and 
affection. To assist or control 
Congress, then, in its ordinary 
legiriation, could not, I conceive, 
have been the motive for conferring 
the veto power on the President 
This argument acquires additional 
force from the fact of its never 
having been used by the first as 
Presidents, and two of them were 
members of the Convention, one 
presiding over its deliberations, 
and the other having a larger share 
in consummating the labours of 
that august body than any other 
person. But if hills were never 
returned to Congress by either of 
the Presidents above referred to, 
upon the ground of their bring 
inexpedient, or not as well adapted 
as they might be to the want# of 
the people, the veto was applied 
upon that of want of conformity 
to the Constitution, or because 
errors had been committed from a 
too hasty enactment 

u Upwards of half a century has 
elapsed since the adoption of our 
present form of Government It 
would be an object more highly 
desirable than the gratification of 
the curiosity of speculative states- 
men, if its precise situation could 
be ascertained, a fair exhibition 
made of the operations of each or 
its departments, of the powers 
which they respeotively dasm and 
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occupy, of the collisions which 
here occurred between them, or 
between the whole Government 
sod those of the States, or either 
of them. We could then compare 
our actual condition, after fifty 
years' trial of our system, with 
what it was in the commencement 
of its operations, and ascertain 
whether the predictions of the pat- 
riots who opposed its adoption, or 
the confident hopes of its advocates, 
have been best realised. The 
peat dread of the former seems to 
have been, that the reserved powers 
of the States would be absorbed by 
those of the Federal Government, 
and a consolidated power establish- 
ed, leaving to the States the shadow 
only of that independent action for 
which they had so zealously con- 
tended, and on the preservation of 
which they relied as the last hope 
of liberty. Without denying, that 
the result to which they looked 
with so much apprehension is in 
the way of being realized, it is 
obvious that they did not clearly 
see the mode of its accomplishment. 
The General Government has 
seized upon none of the reserved 
rights of the States. As far as 
any open warfare may have gone, 
the state authorities have amply 
maintained their rights. To a 
casual observer, our system presents 
no appearance of discord between 
the different members which com- 
pose it Even the addition of 
many new ones has produced no 
janing. They move in their re- 
spective orbits in perfect harmony 
with the central head, and with 
each other. But there is still an 
under-current at work, by which, 
if not seasonably checked, the 
worst apprehensions of our anti* 
federal patriots will be realized. 
And not only will the state 
authorities be overshadowed by the 


great increase of power in the Ex- 
ecutive Department of the General 
Government, but the character of 
that Government, if not its desig- 
nation, be essentially and radically 
changed. This state of things has 
been in part effected by causes in- 
herent in the Constitution, and, 
in part, by the never-failing tend- 
ency of political power to increase 
itself. By making the President 
the sole distributor of all the pat- 
ronage of the Government, the 
framers of the Constitution do not 
appear to have anticipated at how 
short a period it would become a 
formidable instrument to control 
the free operations of the state 
governments. Of trifling import- 
ance at first, it had, early in Mr. 
Jefferson's Administration, become 
so powerful as to create great alarm 
in the mind of that patriot, from 
the potent influence it might exert 
in controlling the freedom of the 
elective franchise. If such could 
have then been the effects of its 
influence, how much greater must 
be the danger at this time, quad- 
rupled in amount, as it certainly 
is, and more completely under the 
control of the Executive will than 
their construction of their powers 
allowed, or the forbearing charact- 
ers of all the early Presidents per- 
mitted them to make ? But it is 
not by the extent of its patronage 
alone that the Executive depart* 
ment has become dangerous, but 
by the use which, it appears, may 
be made of the appointing power 
to bring under its control the whole 
revenues of the country. The Con* 
stitution has declared it to be the 
duty of the President to see that 
the laws are executed, and it makes 
him the comraander-in-chief of the 
armies and navy of the United 
States. If the opinion of the 
most approved writers upon that 
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speices of mixed government which, 
in modern Europe, is termed 
* Monarchy,’ in contradistinction 
to despotism, is correct, there was 
wanting no other addition to the 
powers of our Chief Magistrate to 
stamp a monarchical character on 
our government but the control of 
the public finances. And to me it 
appears strange indeed, that any 
one should doubt that the entire 
control which the President pos- 
sesses over the officers who have 
the custody of the public money, 
by the power of removal with or 
without cause, does, for all mis- 
chievous purposes at least, virtually 
subject the treasure also to his dis- 
posal . The first Roman emperor, 
in his attempt to seise the sacred 
treasure, silenced the opposition of 
the officers to whose charge it 
had been committed, by a signifi- 
cant allusion to his sword. By a 
selection of political instruments 
for the earc of public money, a 
reference to their commissions, by 
a President, would be quite as 
effectual an argument as that of 
Ceamr to the Roman knight. I am 
not insensible of the great difficulty 
that exists hx devising a proper 
plan for the safe keeping and dis- 
bursement of the public revenues, 
and 1 know the importance which 
has been attached by men of great 
abilities and patriotism to the di- 
vorce, as h is called, of the Trea- 
sury from the banking institutions. 
It is not the c&vorce which is com- 
plained of, but the unhallowed 
union of the Treasmy with the 
Executive Department which has 
created such extensive alarm. To 
this danger to our republican in- 
itiations, and that created by the 
influence given to the Executive 
through the instrumentality of the 
federal officers* I propose to apply 
all the remedies which may be at 


my command. It was certainly a 
great error in the framers of the 
constitution not to have made the 
officer at the head of the Treasury 
Department entirely independent 
of the Executive. He should, at 
least, have been removable only 
upon the demand of the popular I 
branch of the Legislature. I have 
determined never to remove a Sec* 
retary of the Treasury without 
communicating all the circumstan- 
ces attending such removal to both | 
Houses of Congress. The influence | 
of the Executive in controlling the 
freedom of the elective franchise 
through the medium of the public 
officers can be effectually checked 
by renewing the prohibition pub- 
lished by Mr. Jefferson, forbidding 
their interference in elections fur- 
ther than giviag their own votes ; 
and their own independence secur- 
ed, by an assurance of perfect im- 
munity in exercising this sacred 
privilege of freemen under the 
dictates of their own unbiassed 
judgments. Never, with my con- 
sent, shall an officer of the people, 
compensated for his services out of 
their pockets, become the pHant 
instrument of Executive will. 

“ Upon another occasion I have 
given my opinion, at some length 
upon the impropriety of Executive 
interference in the legislation of 
Congress. That the article in die 
constitution making it the duty of 
the President to communicate in- 
formation, and authorising him to 
recommend measures, was not in- 
tended to make him the source of 
legislation, and, in particular, that 
he should never be looked to tor 
schemes of finance. It would be 
very strange, indeed, that theoon- 
stitution should have strictly forbid- 
den the one branch of the legislature 
from interfering in the origination 
of such bills, and that it'Sfcoold'bo 
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considered proper that an altogether 
different department of the Go- 
vernment should be permitted to 
do so. Some of our best political 
maxims and opinions have been 
drawn from our parent isle. There 
are others, however, which cannot 
be introduced in our system with- 
out singular incongruity and the 
production of much mischief. And 
this 1 conceive to be one. The 
Senate, in relation to revenue bills, 
has the right to propose amend- 
ments, and so has the Executive, 
by the power given him to return 
them to the House of Representa- 
tives with his objections. It is in 
his power, also, to propose amend- 
ments in the existing revenue laws, 
suggested by his observations upon 
their defective or injurious opera- 
tion. But the delicate duty of de- 
vising schemes of revenue should 
be left where the constitution has 
placed it— -with the immediate re- 
presentatives of the people. For 
similar reasons, the mode of keep- 
ing the public treasure should be 
prescribed by them ; and the fur- 
ther removed it may be from the 
control of the Executive, the more 
wholesome the arrangement, and 
the more in accordance with re- 
publican principle. 

“ Connected with this subject is 
the character of the currency. The 
idea of making k exclusively me- 
tallic, however well intended, ap- 
pears to me to be fraught with 
more fatal consequences than any 
other scheme) having no relation 
to the personal rights of the ciri- 
sens, that has ever been devised. 
If any single scheme could produce 
the effect of arresting at once that 
mutation of condition by which 
thousands of our most indigent 
fdlow-ckbens) by their industry 
and enterprise, are raised to the 
posfsiriso of wealth) that is the 


one. If there b one measure better 
calculated than another to produce 
that state of things so much de- 
precated by all true Republicans, 
by which the rich are daily adding 
to their hoards, and the poor sink- 
ing deeper into penury, it b an 
exclusive metallic currency. Or, 
if there b a process by which the 
character of the country for gener- 
osity and nobleness of feeling may 
be destroyed by the great increase 
and necessary toleration of usury, 
it ban exclusive metallic currency. 

“ Amongst the other duties or a 
delicate character which the Presi- 
dent is called upon to perform, is 
the supervision of the government 
of the territories of the United 
States. Those of them which are 
destined to become members of our 
great political family are compen- 
sated, by their rapid progress from 
infancy to manhood for tne partial 
and temporary deprivation of their 
political rights. It b in this dis- 
trict only, where American citizens 
are to be found, who, under a 
settled system of policy, are de- 
prived of many important political 
privileges, without any inspiring 
hope as to the future. Their only 
consolation, under the circumstan- 
ces of such deprivation, is that of 
the devoted exterior guards of a 
camp, that their sufferings secure 
tranquillity and safety within. Are 
there any of their countrymen who 
would subject them to greater 
sacrifices, to any other humilia- 
tions, than those essentially ne- 
cessary to the security of the object 
for which they were separated from 
their fellow -citizens ? Are their 
rights alone not to be guaranteed 
by the application of those princi- 
ples upon which all our institutions 
are founded 1 We are told by the 
greatest of British or a tor s and 
s tat es me n, that at the com metier 
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ment of the war of the Revolution 
the mo6t stupid men in England 
spoke of ‘ their American subjects.' 
Are there, indeed, citizens of any 
of our states who have dreamed of 
their subjects in the district of 
Columbia? Such dreams can never 
be realized by any agency of mine.. 

“ The people of the district of 
Columbia are not the subjects of 
the people of the States, but free 
American citizens. Being in the 
latter condition when the constitu- 
tion was formed, no words used in 
that instrument could have been 
intended to deprive them of that 
character. If there is any thing 
in the great principles of inalien- 
able rights so emphatically insisted 
upon in our declaration of indepen- 
dence, they could neither make, 
nor the United States accept, a 
surrender of their liberties, and 
become the subjects, in other words 
the slaves, of their former fellow- 
citizens. If this be true, and it 
will scarcely be denied by any one 
who has a correct idea of his own 
rights as an American citizen, the 
grant to Congress of exclusive 
jurisdiction in the district of Col- 
umbia can be interpreted, as far as 
respects the aggregate people of the 
United States, as meaning nothing 
more than to allow to Congress the 
controlling power necessary to 
afford a free and safe exercise of 
the functions assigned to the Gen- 
eral Government by the constitu- 
tion. In all other respects the 
legislation of Congress should be 
adapted to their peculiar position 
and wants, and be conformable 
with their deliberate opinions of 
their own interests. 

“ I have spoken of the necessity 
of keeping the respective depart- 
ments of the Government, as well 
as all the other authorities of our 
gountiyi within their appropriate 


orbits. This is a matter of difficulty 
in some cases, as the powers which 
they respectively claim are often not 
defined by very distinct lines. Mi** 
chievous, however, in their tenden- 
cies, as collisions of this kind may 
be, those which arise between the 
respective communities, which for 
certain purposes compose one ns* 
tion, are much more so; for no 
such nation can long exist without 
the careful culture of those feeling! 
of confidence and affection which 
are the effective bonds of union 
between free and confederated 
States. Strong as is the tie of 
interest , it has been often ineffec- 
tual. Men, blinded by their pas- 
sions, have been known to adopt 
measures for their country in direct 
opposition to all the suggestionsuf 
policy. The alternative, then, is, 
to destroy or keep down a bad pas- 
sion by creating and fostering a 
good one : and mis seems to be the 
corner-stone upon which our Ameri- 
can political architects have reared 
the fabric of our Government. 

“ The cement which was to hind 
it, and perpetuate its existence was 
the affectionate attachment between 
all its members. To insure the 
continuance of this feeling, pro- 
duced at first by a community of 
dangers, of sufferings, and of in- 
terests, the advantages of each 
were made accessible to all No 
participation in any good, possessed 
by any member of an extensive 
confederacy, except in domestic 
government, was withheld from 
the citizen of any other member. 
By a process attended with no 
difficulty, no delay, no expense 
but that of removal, the citizen of 
one might become the citizen of 
any other, and successively of the 
whole. The lines, too, separating 
powers to he exercised by the citi- 
zens of one from those of another, 
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seem to be so distinctly drawn as 
to leave no room for misunder- 
standing. The citizens of each 
State unite in their persons all the 
privileges which that character 
confers, and all that they may 
claim as citizens of the United 
States; but in no case can the 
same person, at the same time, act 
as the citizen of two separate states, 
and he is therefore positively pre- 
cluded from any interference with 
the reserved powers of any state 
but that of which he is, for the 
time being, a citizen. He may, 
indeed, offer to the citizens of 
other slates his advice as to their 
management, and the form in 
which it is tendered is left to his 
own discretion and sense of pro- 
priety. 

“ It may be observed, however, 
that organized associations of citi- 
zens, requiring compliance with 
their wishes, too much resemble 
the recommendation of Athens to 
her allies, supported by an armed 
and powerful fleet. It was, in- 
deed, to the ambition of the lead- 
ing states of Greece to control the 
domestic concerns of the others that 
the destruction of that celebrated 
confederacy, and subsequently of 
all its members, is mainly to be 
attributed ; and it is owing to the 
absence of that spirit that the 
Helvetic confederacy has, for so 
many years, been preserved. Never 
has there been seen, in the institu- 
tionsof the separate members of 
any confederacy, more elements of 
discord. In the principles and 
forms of government and religion, 
as well as in the circumstances of 
the several cantons, so marked a 
discrepsncy was observable as to 
promise anything but harmony in 
their intercourse, or permanency in 
their alliance ; and yet, for ages, 
neither have been interrupted. 


Content with the positive benefits 
which their union produced, with 
the independence and safety from 
foreign aggressions which it secur- 
ed, these sagacious people respected 
the institutions of each other, how- 
ever repugnant to their own prin- 
ciples and prejudices. 

“ Our confederacy, fellow-citi- 
zens, can only be preserved by the 
same forbearance. Our citizens 
must be content with the exercise 
of lowers with which the consti- 
tution clothes them. The attempt 
of those of one state to control the 
domestic institutions of another 
can only result in feelings of dis- 
trust and jealousy, the certain har- 
bingers of disunion, violence, civil 
war, and the ultimate destruction 
of our free institutions. Our con. 
federacy is perfectly illustrated by 
the terms and principles governing 
a common copartnership. There 
a fund of power is to be exercised 
under the direction of the joint 
councils of the allied members, but 
that which has been reserved Iw 
the individual members is intangi- 
ble by the common Government or 
the individual members composing 
it. To attempt it finds no support 
in the principles of our constitu- 
tion. It should be our constant 
and earnest endeavour mutually to 
cultivate a spirit of concord and 
harmony among the various parts 
of our confederacy. Experience 
has abundantly taught us that the 
agitation by citizens of one part of 
the Union of a subject not confided 
to the General Government, but 
exclusively under the guardianship 
of the local authorities, is produc- 
tive of no other consequences than 
bitterness, alienation, discord, and 
injury to the very cause which is 
intended to be advanced. Of all 
the great interests which appertain 
to our country, that of union, cor- 
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dial, confiding, fraternal union, if 
by far the most important, since it 
is the only true and sure guarantee 
of all others. 

“Inconsequence of the embar- 
rassed state of business and the 
curssncy, some of the states may 
meet with difficulty in the financial 
concerns. However deeply we may 
regret anything imprudent or ex- 
cessive in the engagements into 
which states have entered for pur* 
poses of their own, it does not 
become us to disparage the state 
Governments, nor to discourage 
them from making proper efforts 
lor their own relief ; on the con- 
trary, it is our duty to encourage 
them, to the extent of our consti- 
tutional authority, to apply their 
best means, and cheerfully to make 
all necessary sacrifices and submit 
to all necessary burdens to fulfil 
their engagements and maintain 
their credit ; for the character and 
credit of the several states form 
part of the character and credit of 
the whole country . The resources 
of the country are abundant ; the 
enterprise and activity of our 
people proverbial; and we may 
well hope, that wise legislation and 
prudent administration, by the re* 
spective Governments, each acting 
within its own sphere, will restore 
the former prosperity. 

“ Unpleasant and even danger- 
ous as collisions may sometimes be, 
between the constituted authorities 
and the citizens of our country, in 
relation to the lines which separate 
their respective jurisdictions, the 
results can be of no vital injury to 
our institutions, if that ardent 
patriotism, that devoted attach- 
ment to liberty, that spirit of 
moderation and forbearance, for 
which our countrymen were once 
distinguished, continue to be che- 
rished. If this continues to be 


the ruling passion of our souls, the i 

weaker feelings of the enthunatf & 

will be correeted, the Utopia pi 

dreams of the scheming politicos tl 

dissipated, and the complicated in- 4 

trigues of the demagogue rendered cl 

harmless. The spirit of liberty it ti 

the sovereign halm for every in- I 

jury which our institutions may f 

receive. On the contrary, no an pi 

that can he used in the construction ti 

of our government, no division of a 

power, no distribution of cbecksh a 

its several departments, will prove a 

effectual to keep us a free people, a 

if this spirit is suffered to decay; i 

and decay it will, without constant it 

nurture. To the neglect of this i 

duty the best historians agree in tl 

attributing the ruin of all the i 

republics with whose exisUoss ti 

and fall their writings have made it 

ua acquainted, lie same causes o 

will ever produce the asms offsets; i 

and, aa long as the love of power t 

is a dominant passion of tbs ho* i 

man bosom, and as long as the f 

understandings of men can hi \ 

warped and their affections changed j 

by operations upon their pasooni t 

and prejudices, so long will the t 

liberty of a people depend on their | 

own constant attention to its pm* i 

servation. The danger to all well- I 

established free governments arises i 

from the unwillingness of the pea- i 

pie to believe in its existence, or 
from the influence of designing 
men diverting their attention from 
the quarter whence it approach* 
to a source whence it can never 
come. This is the old trick of 
those who would usurp the go- 
vernment of their country* la 
the name of democracy they speak, 
warning the people against the 
influence of wealth and the d a n g* 
of aristocracy. History, anrient 
and modern, is foil of such ex- 
amples. Cesar became the mart* 
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of the Roman people and the 
Senate, under the pretence of sup- 
porting the democratic claims of 
the former against the aristocracy 
of the latter; Cromwell, in the 
character of Protector of the liber- 
ties of the people, became the 
dictator of England ; and Bolivar 
possessed himself «of unlimited 
power, with the title of his coun- 
try's liberator. There is, on the 
contrary, no single instance on 
record of an extensive and well- 
established republic being chai ned 
into an aristocracy. The tenden- 
cies of such governments in decline 
is to monarchy ; and the antago- 
nist principle to liberty there is 
the spirit of faction— a spirit which 
assumes the character, and, in 
times of great excitement, imposes 
itself upon the people as the genu- 
ine spirit of freedom, and, like the 
false Christo whose coming was 
foretold by the Saviour, seeks to, 
and, were it poarible, would im- 
pose upon the true and most faith- 
ful disciples of liberty. It is in 
periods like this that it behove* 
the people to be most watchful of 
those to whom they have intrusted 
power. And, although there is, at 
times, much difficulty in distin- 
guishing the false from the true 
spirit, a calm and dispassionate 
investigation will detect the coun- 
terfeit as well by the character of 
it* operations as the results that 
nre produced. The true spirit of 
liberty, although devoted, perse- 
vering, bold, and uncompromising 
hi principle, that- secured, is mild 
and tolerant, and scrupulous as to 
the means it employs ; whilst the 
spirit of party, assuming to be 
that of liberty, is harsh, vindictive, 
and intolerant, and totally reckless 
as to the character of the allies 
which it brings to the aid of its 
When the genuine spirit 


of liberty animates the body of a 
people to a thorough examination 
of their affairs, it leads to the 
excision of every excrescence which 
may have fastened itself upon any 
of the departments of the govern- 
ment, and restores the system to 
its pristine health and beauty. 
But the reign of an intolerant 
spirit of party amongst a free 
people seldom fails to result in a 
dangerous accession to the execu- 
tive power, introduced and esta- 
blished amidst unusual professions 
of devotion to democracy* 

“ The foregoing remarks relate 
almost exclusively to matters con- 
nected with our domestic concerns. 
It may be proper, however, that I 
should give some indications to my 
fellow-citizens of my proposed 
course of conduct in the manage- 
ment of our foreign relations. I 
assure them, therefore, that it is 
my intention to use every means 
in my power to preserve the 
friendly intercourse which now so 
happily subsists with every foreign 
nation ; and that, although, of 
course, not well informed as to 
the state of any pending nego* 
tiations with any of them, I see 
in the personal characters of tho 
Sovereigns, as well as in the mu- 
tual interests of our own mid of 
the Governments with which our 
relations are roost intimate, a 
pleasing guarantee that the har- 
mony so important to the interests 
of their subjects, as well as our 
citizens, will not be interrupted 
by the advancement of any claim 
or pretension upon their part to 
which our honour would not per- 
mit us to yield. Long the de- 
fender of my country’s righto in 
the field, I trust that my fellow- 
citizens will not see in my earneto 
desire to preserve peace with fo- 
reign Powers any indication that 
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their rights will ever be sacrificed, 
or the honour of the nation tar- 
nished by any admission, on the 
part of their chief magistrate, un- 
worthy of their former glory. 

“ In our intercourse with our 
aboriginal neighbours, the same 
liberality and justice which marked 
the course prescribed to me by two 
of my illustrious predecessors, when 
acting under their directions in the 
discharge of the duties of Super- 
intendent and Commissioner, shall 
he strictly observed. I can con- 
ceive of no more sublime spectacle, 
none more likely to propitiate an 
impartial and common Creator, 
than a rigid adherence to the prin- 
ciples of justice on the part of a 
powerful nation in its transactions 
with a weaker and uncivilised 
people, whom circumstances have 
placed at its disposal. 

" Before concluding, fellow- 
citizens, I must say something to 
you on the subject of the parties 
at this time existing in our coun- 
try. To me it appears perfectly 
clear that the interest of the coun- 
try requires that the violence of 
the spirit by which those parties 
are at this time governed, must be 
greatly mitigated, if not entirely 
extinguished, or consequences will 
ensue which are appalling to be 
thought of. If parties in a re- 
public are necessary to secure a 
degree of vigilance sufficient to 
keep the public functionaries with- 
in the bounds of law and duty, at 
that point their usefulness ends. 
Beyond that they become destruc- 
tive of public virtue, the parents 
of a spirit antagonist to that of 
liberty, and, eventually, its inevi- 
table conqueror. We have ex- 
amples of republics where the love 
of country and of liberty, at one 
time, were the dominant passions 
of the whole mass of citizens, and 


yet, with the continuance of the 
name and forms of free govern- 
ment, not a vestige of these quali- 
ties remaining in the bosom of any 
one of its citizens. It was the 
beautiful remark of a distinguished 
English writer, that, 'in the Ho- 
man Senate Octavius had a party, 
and Anthony - a party, but the 
Commonwealth had none. 9 Yet 
the Senate continued to meet ia 
the Temple of Liberty, to talk of 
the sacredness and beauty of the 
Commonwealth, and gase at the 
statues of the elder Brutus, and 
of the Curtii and Decii. And the 
people assembled in the forum, not 
as in the days of Camillus and the 
Scipios, to cast their free votes for 
annual magistrates, or pass their 
opinions upon the acts of the 
Senate, but to receive from the 
hands of the leaders of the re- 
spective parties their share of the 
spoils, and to shout for one or the 
other, as those collected in Gaul, or 
Egypt, and the Lesser Asia should 
furnish the larger dividend. The 
spirit of liberty had fled, and, 
avoiding the abodes of civil- 
ized man, had sought protectum 
in the wilds of Scythia and Scan- 
dinavia ; and so, under the opera- 
tion of the same causes and in- 
fluences, it will fly from our 
Capitol and our forums. A ca- 
lamity so awful, not only to our 
country, but to the world, must 
be deprecated by every patriot, 
and every tendency to a state of 
things likely to produce it imme- 
diately ch e c k ed. Such a tendency 
has existed ; does exist. Always 
the friend of my countrymen, 
never their flatterer, it become* 
my duty to say to them, from this 
high [dace, to which their par* 
tisuity has exalted me, that than 
exists in the land a spirit hostile 
to their best interests— hostile to 
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liberty itself. It is a spirit con- 
tracted in its views, selfish in its 
object. It looks to the aggrandize- 
ment of a few, even to the de- 
struction of the interests of the 
whole. The entire remedy is with 
the people. Something, however, 
may be effected by the means 
which they have placed in my 
hands. It is union that we want, 
not of a party for the sake of that 
party, but a union of the whole 
country for the sake of the whole 
country— for the defence of its 
interests and its honour against 
foreign aggression — for the defence 
of those principles for which our 
ancestors so gloriously contended. 
As far as it depends upon me, it 
shall be accomplished. All the 
influence that I possess shall be 
exerted to prevent the formation 
at least of an executive party in 
the halls of the legislative body. 
I wish for the support of no mem- 
ber of that body to any measure 
of mine that does not satisfy his 
judgment and his sense of duty 
to those from whom he holds his 
appointment; nor any confidence 
m advance from the people, but 
that asked for by Mr. Jefferson, 
'to give firmness and effect to 
the legal administration of their 
affairs.* 

"I deem the present occasion 
sufficiently important and solemn 
to justify me in expressing to my 
fellow-citizens a profound reve- 
rence for the Christian Religion, 
and a thorough conviction that 
sound morals, religious liberty, and 

y urt sense of religious responsi- 
t ty, are essentially connected 
with all true and lasting hap- 
piness; and to that good Being 
who has blessed us by the gifts of 
aril and religious freedom, who 
watched over and prospered the 
labours of our fathers, and has 
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hitherto preserved to us institutions 
far exceeding in excellence those 
of any other people, let us unite 
in fervently commending every in- 
terest of our beloved country in all 
future time. 

“ Fellow-citizens, being fully 
invested with that high office to 
which the partiality of my coun- 
trymen has called me, I now take 
an affectionate leave of you. You 
will bear with you to your homes 
the remembrance of the pledge I 
have this day given, to discharge 
all the high duties of my exalted 
station according to the best of my 
ability ; and I shall enter upon 
their performance with entire con- 
fidence in the support of a just 
and generous people.'* 

But these professions, and this 
system of policy, General Harrison 
was destined never to have the op- 
portunity of realizing. His ele- 
vation to the high office of first 
Magistrate of the Union, furnishes 
ar striking and melancholy example 
of the uncertainty of human great- 
ness, for on the morning of the 
4th of April, before he had de- 
livered to Congress a single Mes- 
sage, he expired at Washington. 

General Harrison was in the 
sixty-uinth year of his age ; he died 
within one month of his inaugura- 
tion, and was the first President who 
died in office. On the 5th of April, 
the public were admitted to view the 
remains of the late President. His 
corpse was placed in a leaden coffin, 
with a roofed lid and a glass cover 
over it. The whole was covered 
with a black velvet pall, trimmed 
with silver lace. The funeral took 
place on the 7 th. The corpse was 
borne from the President's house, 
and was deposited in the Congrega- 
tional Cemetery. The order of the 
procession was very imposing: it 
extended over two miles of space, 
[X] 
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and was the longest ever witnessed 
in Washington. 

By the constitution of the coun- 
try, in the event of the President's 
death, the Vice-President becomes 
President for the unexpired term. 
To provide for this contingency, it 
has been the practice for the Vice- 
President, a few days before the 
termination of each session of Con- 
gress, to retire from the chair of 
the Senate, thus affording an op- 
portunity to that body to elect a 
President over themselves pro tem- 
pore. At the late session, Mr. 
Tyler, the Vice-President, having 
left the chair, Mr. Southard, a 
senator from New Jersey, was 
chosen President pro tempore. Mr. 
Southard became Vice-President 
of the United States until the 4th 
March, 1845. 

Mr. Tyler arrived at Washing- 
ton on the 5th, and was sworn into 
office. He retained the Cabinet 
which General Harrison had se. 
lected. He issued the following 
Address on the 8th 

u Fellow-citiaeni, — Before my 
arrival at the seat of Government, 
the painful communication was 
made to you by the officers pre- 
siding over the several depart, 
ments, of the deeply.regretted 
death of William H. Harrison, 
late President of the United States. 
Upon him you had conferred your 
suffrages for the first office in your 
gift, and had selected him as your 
chosen instrument to correct and 
reform all such errors and abuses 
as had manifested themselves from 
time to time in the practical ope- 
ration of Government. While 
standing at the threshold of this 
great work, he has, by the dis- 
pensation of an All-wise Provi- 
dence, been removed from amongst 
us; and by the provisions of the 
Constitution, the efforts to be di- 


rected to the accomplishment of 
this vitally important talk haw i 
devolved upon myself. This mat I 
occurrence has subjected the wii- i 
dom and sufficiency of our institu- 
tions to a new test. For the fait 
time in our history, the person 
elected to the Vice-Presidency of 
the United States, by the happen- 
ing of a contingency proridel for 
in the Constitution, has had do* 
volved upon him the Presidential 
office. The spirit of faction, which 
is directly opposed to the spirit of 
a lofty patriotism, may find in rids 
occasion for assaults on my admi- * 

nistration. And in succeeding, ii 

under circumstances ao sudden and k 

unexpected, and responsibilitiei to o 

greatly augmented, to the adnzi- $ 

nistration of public affairs, 1 shall i 

place in the intelligence and pa* i 

triotism of the people my only sun 
reliance. My earnest prayer shall in 
be constantly addressed to the All* jq 
wise and AU-powerful Being who & 
made me, and by whose diipeo** i 
tion I am called to the high office u 
of President of this Confederacy, 
understanding^ to carry out the * 
principles of that Constitution 
which I have sworn ‘ to protect, * 

preserve, and defend.’ The usual * 

opportunity which is afforded to a i 

Chief Magistrate upon hia indue* n 

tion to office, of presenting to h* * 

countrymen an exposition of the * 

policy which would guide his Afl- n 

ministration, in the form of & 1) 

inaugural Address, not hating, * 

under the peculiar circumstances ^ 

which have brought mo to the * 
discharge of the high duties of ^ 
President of the United Start*, i 

been afforded to me, a brief espo* j 
sition of the principles which jj 

govern me in the general course# * 
my administration of public sf&irt \ 

would seem to be due as weH * \ 

myself as to you. t 
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“ In regard to foreign nations, 
the groundwork of my policy will 
be, justice on our part to all, sub- 
mitting to injustice to none. 

“ While 1 shall sedulously cul- 
tivate the relations of peace and 
amity with (me and all, it will be 
my most imperative duty to see 
that the honour of the country 
shall sustain no blemish. With a 
view to this, the condition of our 
military defences will become a 
matter of anxious solicitude. The 
army, which has in other days 
covered itself with renown, and the 
navy, not inappropriately termed 
the right arm of the public de- 
fence, which has spread a light of 

f ry over the American standard 
all the waters of the earth, 
should be rendered replete with 


“ In view of the fact, well 
avouched by history, that the ten- 
dency of all human institutions is 
to concentrate favour in the hands 
of a single man, and that their 
ultimate downfal has proceeded 
from this cause, I deem it of the 
most essential importance that a 
complete separation should take 
place between the sword and the 
purse. No matter where or how 
the public monies shall be de- 
posited, so long as the President 
eta exert the power of appointing 
end removing at his pleasure the 

r ts selected for their custody. 

Commander-in-chief of the 
erray and navy is, in fact, the 
treasurer. A permanent and radi- 
cal change should, therefore, be 
decreed. The patronage incident 
to the Presidential office, already 
groat, is constantly increasing. 
$uch increase is destined to keep 
pace with the growth of our popu- 
lation, until, without a figure of 
speech, an|army of office-holders 
nay be spread oyer the land. The 


unrestrained power exerted by a 
selfishly-ambitious man, in order 
either to perpetuate his authority 
or to hand it over to some favourite 
as his successor, may lead to the 
employment of all the means within 
his control to accomplish his ob- 
ject. 

“ The right to remove from 
office, while subjected to no just 
restraint, is inevitably destined to 
produce a spirit of crouching ser- 
vility with the official corps, which, 
in order to uphold the hand which 
feeds them, would lead to direct 
and active interference in the elec- 
tions, both State and Federal, 
thereby subjecting the course of 
State legislation to the dictation 
of the chief executive officer, and 
making the will of that officer ab- 
solute and supreme. 

" I will at a proper time invoke 
the action of Congress upon this 
subject; and shall readily acqui- 
esce in the adoption of all proper 
measures which are calculated to 
arrest these evils, so full of danger 
in their tendency. I will remove 
no incumbent from office, who has 
faithfully and honestly acquitted 
himself of the duties of his office, 
except in such cases where such 
officer has been guilty of an active 
partisanship, or by secret means — 
the less manly, and therefore the 
more objectionable-— has given his 
official influence to the purposes of 
party, thereby bringing the pa- 
tronage of Government in conflict 
with the freedom of elections. 
Numerous removals may become 
necessary under this rule. These 
will be made by me through no 
acerbity of feeling. I have no 
cause to cherish or indulge unkind 
feelings towards any ; but my con- 
duct will be regulated by a pro. 
found sense of what is due to the 
country and institutions ; nor shall 
[X2] 
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I neglect to apply the same un- 
bending rule to those of my own 
appointment. Freedom of opinion 
will be tolerated, the full enjoy- 
ment of the right of suffrage will 
be maintained as the birthright of 
American citizens $ but I sav em- 
phatically to the official corps, 
* Thus far and no further.* I 
have dwelt the longer upon this 
subject, because removals from of- 
fice are likely to arise, and I would 
have my countrymen to understand 
the principle of the executive ac- 
tion. In all the public expendi- 
tures the most rigid economy should 
be resorted to ; and, as one of its 
results, a public debt, in time of 
peace, be sedulously avoided. A 
wise and patriotic constituency will 
never object to the imposition of 
necessary burdens for useful ends ; 
and true wisdom dictates the resort 
to such means in order to supply 
deficiencies in the revenue, rather 
than to those doubtful expedients 
which, ultimating in a public debt, 
serve to embarrass the resources of 
the country, and to lessen its abi- 
lity to meet any great emergency 
which may arise. All sinecures 
should be abolished. The appro- 
priations should be direct and ex- 
plicit, so as to leave as limited a 
share of discretion to the disbursing 
agents as may be found compatible 
with the public service. A strict 
responsibility on the part of all 
agents of the Government should 
be maintained, and peculation or 
defalcation visited with immediate 
expulsion from office, and the most 
condign punishment. 

•* The institutions in which we 
live, my countrymen, secure each 
person in the perfect enjoyment of 
all his rights — the spectacle ex- 
hibited to the world of a Govern- 
ment deriving its powers from the 
consent of the governed, and hav- 


ing imparted to it only so mu& I 

power as is necessary for its rot* I 

cessful operation. Those whoarfe ' 

charged with its admimstrtlkm ! 

should carefully abstain from all I 

attempts to enlarge the rouge of ! 

powers thus granted to the several \ 

departments of the Government 
other than by an appeal to the i 

people for additional grants, feit i 

by so doing they disturb A& 1 

balance which the patriots Shd 1 

statesmen who framed the conrti* t 

tution designed to establish be- i 

tween the Federal Government f 

and the States composing the l 

Union. The observance of these i 

rules is enjoined upon ns by that 4 

feeling of reverence and affectkri t 

which finds a place in the heart of } 

every patriot, for the preservatidA t 

of union and the blessings of 
union, for the good of out children a 

and our children's children through i 

countless generations. An oppo- it 

site course could not fail to pro- o 

duce factions intent upon their i 

selfish ends ; to give birth to local \ 

and sectional jealousies; and to 4 

ultimate either in breaking asunder p 

the bonds of union, or of building ii 

up a central system, which would i 

ultimately end in a bloody and ad t 

iron crown. 1 

<c In conclusion, I beg you to be i 

assured, that I shall exert myself i 
to carry the foregoing principles i 
into practice during my adminis- j 
tration of the Government; and, j 

confiding in the protecting care of i 
an ever-watching and overruling ( 

Providence, it shall be my fit* 1 
and highest duty to preserve un- 
impaired the free institutions under j 

which we live, and transmit the® i 
to those who shall succeed me k ] 
their full force and vigour. i 

“ John Tylbr." j 

4t fVashington, Sth April, 1841 .“ i 

On the 21st of May the twenty- i 
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seventh Congress of the United 
States assembled at Washington. 
The first duty of the House of 
Representatives was to choose a 
Speaker. Mr. John White, of 
Kentucky, the Ministerial candi- 
date, received 121 votes, and Mr. 
J. W. Jones, formerly Chairman 
of the Ways and Means, 84. Next 
day the President transmitted his 
Message to Congress, and the fol- 
lowing are the most important 
topics noticed by it. He proposed 
that Congress should reimburse the 
family of General Harrison, the 
late President, for the expenses 
which he must have incurred in 
taking office for so short a time. 
His views with respect to Foreign 
|»licy were of a pacific character. 

u No important changes having 
taken place in our foreign relations 
since toe last session of Congress, 
it is not deemed necessary on this 
occasion to go into a detailed state- 
ment in regard to them. 1 am 
happy to say, that I see nothing to 
destroy the hope of being able to 
preserve peace. The ratification of 
the treaty with Portugal has been 
duly engaged between the two 
Governments. This Government 
has not been inattentive to the in- 
terests of those of our citizens who 
have claims on the Government of 
Spain founded on express treaty 
stipulations) and a hope is in- 
dulged, that the representations 
which have been made to that 
Government on this subject may 
lead ere long to beneficial results. 

“ A correspondence has taken 
place between the Secretary of 
Stale and the Minister of her 
Britannic Majesty accredited to 
the Government, on the sub- 
ject of Alexander M'Leod's indict- 
ment and imprisonment, copies of 
which are herewith communicated 


to the Congress. Iii addition to 
what appears from these papers, it 
may be proper to state, that Alex- 
ander M'Leod has been beard by 
the Supreme Court of the State of 
New York, on bis motion to be 
discharged from imprisonment, and 
that the decision of the Court has 
not as yet been pronounced. # • 

" So far as it depends on the 
course of this Government, our 
relations of good-will and friend- 
ship will be sedulously cultivated 
with all nations. The true Ame- 
rican policy will be found to con- 
sist in the exercise of a spirit of 
justice to be manifested in the dis- 
charge of all our international ob- 
ligations, to the weakest of the 
family of nations as well as to the 
most powerful. Occasional con- 
flicts of opinion may arise; but 
when the discussions incident to 
them are conducted in the lan- 
guage of truth, and with a strict 
regard to justice, the scourge of 
war will for the most part be 
avoided. The time ought to be 
regarded as having gone by when 
a resort to arms is to be esteemed 
as the only proper arbiter of na- 
tional differences.” 

The census, he says, shows that 
the population is 17,000,000, and 
that it doubles in twenty-three 
years. Looking at the same time 
to the enormous expanse of terri- 
tory which invites occupation— 
comprising 770,000,000 acres on 
the hither side of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, to say nothing of the regions 
beyond — 

w We hold out to the people of 
other countries an invitation to 
come and settle among us, as mem- 
bers of our rapidly -growing family ; 
and for the blessings which we 
offer them, we require of them to 
look upon our country as their 
country* and to unite with us in 
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the great task of preserving our 
institutions, and thereby perpetu- 
ating our liberties. No motive 
exists for foreign conquest. We 
desire but to reclaim our almost 
illimitable wilderness, and to in- 
troduce into their depths the lights 
of civilisation. W r hile we shall at 
all times be prepared to vindicate 
the national honour, our most 
earnest desire will be to maintain 
an unbroken peace/' 

Allusion, as has been seen, is 
made in this and a preceding Mes- 
sage, to the case of Alexander 
M‘Leod, which for a long time 
threatened to bring on a rupture 
between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica, and caused much angry feel- 
ing between the two nations. The 
following is a history of the cir- 
cumstances attending it: — During 
the disturbances in Upper Canada, 
in the winter of 1837, a steam- 
boat called the Caroline, belonging 
to an American owner, had been 
actively engaged in conveying arms 
and stores from the American side 
of the river to the Canadian rebels 
who were in possession of Navy 
Island, and had been boarded in 
the night-time by a party of Ca- 
nadian loyalists, while she was 
lying within the jurisdiction of the 
territory of New York, set on fire, 
and sent down the stream, when 
she was precipitated over the Falls 
of Niagara and dashed to pieces. 
An American citixen named Dur- 
fee was killed in the affray, and 
several others were wounded. In 
the month of January of the pre- 
sent year, a British subject domi- 
ciled in Canada named Alexander 
M'Leod, was suddenly arrested 
while engaged on some business 
within the territory of the Slate of 
New York, and thrown into prison 
by the authorities, on the charge 
of haying been concerned in the 


destruction of the Caroline, tod 
the alleged murder of Durfee. A 
correspondence immediately ensued 
between the British Ambassador, 
Mr. Fox, and Mr. Forsyth, the 
American Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs. Mr. Fox called upon the 
Government of the United States 
to take prompt and effectual steps 
for the liberation of Mr. M'Leod. 
“ It is well known," says Mr. 
Fox, “ that the destruction of the 
steam-boat Caroline was a public 
act of persons in her Majesty's 
service, obeying the orders of their 
superior authorities. That act, 
therefore, according to the usages 
of nations, can only be the subject 
of discussion between the two 
national Governments. It cannot 
justly be made the ground of legal 
proceedings in the United Slates 
against the individuals concerned, 
who were bound to obey the au- 
thorities appointed by their own 
Government." Mr. Forsyth, in hb 
reply, after stating the anxious 
desire of his Government to main- 
tain amicable relations between 
the United States and England} 
said— 

“ It is then with unfeigned re- 
gret, that the President finds him* 
self unable to recognise the validity 
of a demand, a compliance with 
which you deem so material to the 
preservation of the good under- 
standing which has been hitherto 
manifested between the two coun- 
tries. 

“ The jurisdiction of the several 
estates which constitute the Union 
is, within its appropriate sphere, 
perfectly independent of the Fede- 
ral Government. The offence with 
which M'Leod is charged was com* 
mitted within the territory, 
against the laws and citisens, of 
the state of New York, and is one 
that cones dearly within the core* 
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peteney of her tribunals. It does 
not, therefore, present an occasion 
■ ; where, under the constitution and 
Yl 1* W8 °f th® Union, the interposition 
l . called for would be proper, for 
which a warrant can be found in 
J ; ■ the powers with which the Federal 
^5 Executive is invested. Nor would 

7 * the circumstances to which you 

have referred, or the reasons you 
• r ' have urged, justify the exertion of 
* * such a power, if it existed.” 

: - irI “ Mr. Fox, in reply to the note 
of Mr. Forsyth, dated December 
26, in which the application for 
^ the relief of M‘Leod is refused, 
7 regrets this refusal, and intimates 
that it, and the ill-treatment of 
W* M'Leod, will lead to the most 
1 crave and serious consequences. 
it> He states again, that the attack on 
r : r the Caroline was made in pursu- 
it ance of orders from the colonial 
> ,r ** authorities, and he says that the 
j Caroline was a piratical vessel, and 
was but nominally within the 
jurisdiction of the United States. 
The authorities of New York had 
been unable to maintain their ju- 
fj* risdiction at the place where the 
Caroline was attacked, or even to 
prerent the pirates from carrying 
$ off from that place the cannon be- 
sir loosing to the State. He was not 
authorised to state what were the 
■;&' riews of her Majesty's Govera- 

$ meat on this subject, but he took 

this occasion to place his own opi- 
mon on record. 

“ Mr. Forsyth expresses his be- 
lief that Mr. Fox would not enter* 
tain this opinion if he had seen the 
i 1 -; whole evidence on the subject, 

J which was carefully collected by 

'w the United States, and communi- 

cated to the British Government. 
\4 He has no more to say to Mr. Fox 

# on the matter, and awaits the re- 

$ suit of the demand upon Groat 

f Bri tain fbr reparation." 


This correspondence was soon 
after communicated by the Presi- 
dent to the House of Represen ta- 
tives, when a discussion took place, 
and some inflated language against 
Great Britain was used. Mr. Al- 
ford, from Georgia, speaking with 
reference to the unsettled state of 
the question of the North-eastern 
boundary, said, that as an Ameri- 
can citizen he felt humbled at the 
reflection that, under the adminis- 
tration of Martin Van Buren, the 
eagle of the United States had 
cowered under the lion of Eng- 
land. He felt humbled, that a 
country which, even in the days of 
the revolution, was strong enough 
to defend its rights, should now 
permit the Queen of England to 
deprive them of everything. Mr. 
Holmes, of South Carolina, asked 
whether the remarks made by Mr. 
Alford were to be considered omi. 
nous of the future action of the 
new Administration. Were they 
to judge, from the remarks made 
by one of its friends, that the 
country was to be precipitated into 
a conflict with this mighty power, 
prepared and armed at every point, 
and that, too, for a line of demar- 
cation ? If they were to rush into 
the conflict, if the south was to be 
prostrated, be was thankful that 
gentlemen had shown their hands, 
that the south might know that 
one of the results attending the 
triumph of this great party was a 
question of territorial war. 

Mr. Alford, in reply, said that 
he had merely spoken his own sen- 
timents. His own wish was, that 
the United States should never 
war with Great Britain on this or 
any other question, if war could be 
honourably avoided. 

Mr. Cushing had been delighted 
to bear the patriotic sentiments 
which had Men from the lips of 
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the member for Georgia, and be- 
lieved that, upon reflection, they 
would find approval even in the 
heart of the member for South 
Carolina. 

After the second and the third 
letters had been read, a debate fol- 
lowed, in which 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, having 
intimated that he was tired of the 
words “ amicable relations/* that 
he did not wish the '* land of the 
lion heart and eagle eye to crouch 
to the British Government/' 

Mr. Granger replied, and after 
stating, that whatever the excite- 
ment in Western New York on 
this subject, M'Leod would have a 
fair trial ; “ if upon that trial he can 
be shown to be innocent, he will 
be acquitted ; if he should be 
proved guilty, beyond the possi- 
bility of doubt he will be con- 
demned; and, if condemned, he 
will be executed — his execution 
being due to the supremacy of the 
laws of the State of New York. 
That act performed — if the British 
Government should hastily take 
upon herself to redress the sup- 
posed wrong, she will find in 
Western New York the same blood 
that was there in 1812 — unbought 
by British gold — unbought, and to 
be bought only by that love of 
country that has marked her, and 
that has marked the whole people 
of this wide-spread confederacy. I 
have no fear, as the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. Davis) seems 
to have, that this country will ever 
crouch to the British lion. She 
will act cautiously and dispassion- 
ately 5 she will execute the laws 
within their proper limits wisely 
and justly ; ana, when that is 
done, my word for it, the gentle- 
man from Indiana need not fear, 
that either the General Govern- 
ment or the State of New York 


will quail before the BritUi 

lion." 

The town in which Mr. M'Leod 
was imprisoned was Lock port, and 
when it was heard there, at the 
latter end of February, that fee 
was to be released upon btib a 
large public meeting was immedi- 
ately held, and a committee was 
appointed to confer and to renwa- 
strate with the judge by whan 
the bail had been admitted, and 
with the persona who had become 
bound for the prisoner. Thh wai 
in the evening ; and it was past 
midnight when the assemblage 
learned that their wishes would be 
fulfilled in the morning; and until 
then they adjourned. Meanwhile 
a guard was placed by the mob 
over the court-house, where Mr. 
M'Leod still remained jrandapteoe 
of cannon was fired from time to 
time immediately in front of it In 
the morning the meeting again 
assembled, and then the judge and 
one of Mr. M'Leod’s bail attended 
to explain, and to announce tint 
Mr. M'Leod had been again de- 
livered into custody. 

This outrageous proceeding was 
denounced in Congress, but ulte- 
rior measures were not taken to 
vindicate the violated majesty of 
the law, as the Grand Jury at 
Lockport immediately afterwards 
found a bill against M'Leod for 
murder, and he was detained in 
gaol to await his trial. 

On the 13th of February a Be- 
port was presented to the House 
of Representatives, by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Aflairs, upon 
the correspondence between Mr* 
Fox and Mr. Forsyth relative to 
the detention of M l Leod, which 
breathed a very warlike and hos- 
tile tone. It, as might Jbe ex- 
pected, espoused the American side 
of the question entirely, stating 
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the employment of the Caroline 
steamer by her owner, Mr. Wells, 
to hare been merely one of specu- 
lation and profit in the ordinary 
course of trade. The Report also 
complained of want of respect and 
courtesy on the part of Great 
Britain: “as if to treat our au- 
thorities with contempt, there was 
no preliminary demand or repre- 
sentation made" before the attack 
on the Caroline. “ There is an 
assumption in most of our inter- 
course with that great Power, re- 
volting to the pride and spirit of 
independence in a free people." 

The report then enters upon the 
common-law part of the subject. 
M'Leod was believed to be par- 
itceps criminis in the murder of a 
citizen of the United States; he 
was voluntarily within the terri- 
tory; and he was arrested “as 
any citizen of the United States 
charged with a similar offence 
might have been." Had the 
United States been at war with 
Great Britain, and M'Leod had 
committed the offences charged, 
then he might have fallen under 
the rules and regulations of war ; 
but the act alleged against him 
was committed in time of profound 
With respect to the juris- 
of the Federal Government, 
the report says, that had the crime 
been of a kind to render the per- 
petrator hostis human* generis — 
an outlaw, or a pirate in the legal 
acceptation of the term — theUnited 
States tribunals would have bad 
cognizance of it : but the offence 
charged in the case was in time of 
peace, and a violation purely of the 
lex loci , against the u peace and 
dignity of the State of New York," 
and as such coming within the 
criminal jurisdiction of that State. 
The English Minister had said, 
that it was notorious that M'Leod 


was not one of the party which 
attacked the Caroline ~ 

“ This may, perchance, all be 
so ; but it would be asking a great 
deal, to require an American court 
to yield jurisdiction and render up 
a prisoner charged with offences 
against the law, upon the mere 
ipse dixit of any man, no matter 
how high in authority. Whether 
M 4 Leod be guilty or not puilty, 
is the very point upon which an 
American jury alone have a right 
to decide. Jurisdiction in state 
tribunals over criminal cases, and 
trial by jury of the venue, are 
essential points in American juris- 
prudence.” 

The Federal Government has 
no right “ to arrest the power of 
the one or thwart the jurisdiction 
of the other” — 

“ The Federal Executive might 
be clothed with power to deliver 
up fugitives from justice for of- 
fences committed against a foreign 
state ; but even then it might not 
be obligatory to do so, unless it 
were made matter of treaty stipu- 
lation. This duty and right in an 
Executive has generally been con- 
sidered as dormant, until made 
binding by treaty arrangement. 
But when the matter is reversed, 
and demand is made, not of fugi- 
tives from justice for offences 
against a foreign power, but for 
the liberation of a man charged 
with offences against the peace and 
dignity of one of our own States, 
then it is, that the demand becomes 
preposterous in the extreme. The 
fact that the offences were com- 
mitted under the sanction of pro- 
vincial authorities does not alter 
the case, unless we were in a state 
of war. In such cases as the 
present, the power to deliver up 
could not be conferred upon the 
Federal Executive by treaty stipu* 
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btion. It could only be conferred muda, and her growing power in 
in those cases over which juris- the West Indie*, is of the last 
diction is clearly delegated by the importance to our national Lode- 
Federal Constitution— such, for pendenoe. All these subjects make 
instance, as treason, which is an every question between u* at this 
offence against the conjoined sove- particular juncture, of the despot 
jreignty of the States as defined in interest 
the Constitution. Over all cases “ Besides this, we are both per- 
except those defined in the Con- manently destined to have perhap 
etitution, and those coming clearly the most extensive commerce of 
under the laws of nations, the modem nations. Our flags dost 
States have exclusive jurisdiction $ side by side over every sea, and 
and the trial and punishment for bay, and inlet of the known globe, 
offences against them are incident She moves steadily upon her ob- 
to their separate sovereignty. 1ft jects with an ambition that knows 
is not pretended in this ease that no bounds. And wherever she has 
there is any treaty stipulation un* had a conflict of interest, she hai 
der which the demand is made ; rarely yielded to any power. At 
and the Federal Executive, under this moment she presents to the 
our system, has no power but civilised world the spectacle of the 
what is conferred by the Constitu* greatest military and comnardsl 
tion, or by special law of Con. power in combination ever known, 
gross.” From her vast possessions in every 

Towards the conclusion, the re* quarter of the globe, and her 
.port draws an alarming picture peculiar commercial system, she 
of the aggressive and powerful nas been made the reservoir of 
position ofGreat Britain— the wealth of nations. Her in* 

“ We have other points of dif- temal resources, dull, labour, aid 
feronce with Great Britain* which machinery, with her capital, are 
add interest to every question that beyond emulation. Her natural 
arises between us at present. NeU position, being about midway the 
ther our North-eastern or North- coast of Europe, gives her grrnt 
western boundaries are yet settled control over the outlets and car* 
with her ; and the subject is not rents of commerce. Her military 
entirely free from difficulty. She occupation of Gibraltar, Malts, the 
has recently seised our vessels and Ionian Islands, and recently of St. 
exercised a power involving the Jean d'Acre, give her ascendancy 
right of search, under the pretext on the Mediterranean and the 
of suppressing the foreign slave* vast ; while St. Helena and the 
trade, which, if persevered in, will Cape of Good Hope give her p<* 
sweep our commerce from the session over the currents of trade 
coast of Africa, and which is in* along those extensive coasts. Then> 
compatible with our rights as a Bombay, Calcutta, and her in* 
maritime power. She has recently, mense possessions in the East la- 
in her intercourse with us, refused dies, together with her recast 
indemnity and denied our righto to movements in the China seas sad 
property, on a subject-matter vital islands, enable her to extend bar 
to near one half the States of this power over those vast regions that 
confederacy, and which, consider- have slumbered for ages m solitary 
jpg her military p os i tio n a t Be®* and enervated magamnamc, Sk 
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possesses the Falkland Islands, but 
to control the commerce that 
panes around Cape Horn ; while 
Trinidad gives her all she desires 
in the Carribean Sea. Halifax at 
one point and Bermuda at another 
stand out in great force over our 
own coast from one extremity to 
the other. Her positions all over 
the world are at this moment, in 
a military point of view 9 equal to 
a million of men under arms. Her 
continual conflicts in the mighty 
regions of the East, only enable 
her officers to become skilful and 
to improve in the art of war, while 
her great armies and extensive 
fleets draw their support from the 
immense countries seised and oc- 
cupied. In the present juncture 
of affairs, no statesman can over- 
look these things. Steam power 
has recently brought us so near 
together, that in the event of any 
future conflict, war, with its ef- 
fects, will be precipitated upon us 
with much more rapidity than for- 
merly/* 

This Report was presented to 
the House of Representatives on 
the 18th of February; when it 
gave rise to some discussion, in 
which Mr. Granger, of New York, 
took a leading part. He objected 
to the Report, as tantamount to a 
declaration of war, and mentioned 
that he had opposed it in the 
Committee. Another objection 
that he made was, that the Report 
dealt with many things as causes 
of cmnpkunt against Great Britain, 
with which die House had no 
concern, and respecting which it 
had no information. Mr. Pickens 
the Chairman of the Committee, 
defended the Report, on the ground 
that it had a tendency to the 
preservation of peaoe; he was for 
peace, and he happened to repre- 
sent a State whose interests were 


peculiarly pacific. The object of 
the Report was to call the atten- 
tion of Congress and the American 
people to the necessity of prepara- 
tions for the national defence. Mr. 
Pickens admitted that the Report 
had had the concurrence of a bare 
majority in the Committee. 

Mr. Adams condemned the Re- 
port, for being of a strictly party 
character. “ What," he asked, 
“ would be its effect on the 
American people ? — on the world? 
Would it not be thought that it 
was the malice of a defeated 
enemy, setting fire to a tenement 
that he was forced to abandon? 
He enjoined upon the country the 
necessity of union in any war that 
it should undertake : it would not 
do to go into war with a bare 
majority. The Report would be 
read in England as an official 
exposi of the views and determi- 
nations of the United States Go- 
vernment. But who had made 
up this issue? He had nothing 
to do with it. No one had been 
consulted about it. It came upoa 
us suddenly. But in it was the 
issue of peace or war. We should 
put forth nothing upon which we 
were not willing to take the issue 
of war. There were some ques- 
tions pending between the two 
nations as to which we might be 
wrong and Great Britain right. 
He would not, therefore, put the 
question of peace or war on this 
Report/* 

The Report was ultimately or- 
dered to be printed, bv a majority 
of 103 to 68. 

About the same time a dis- 
cussion took place in the House 
of Representatives, in consequence 
of a Report from the Secretary at 
War, laid before Congress some 
time previously, which suggested 
a pi an for fortifying the frontiers 
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of the Union. Ultimately Mr. 
Fillmore moved and carried a 
resolution, that the question of the 
expediency of placing the country 
in a state of defence, should be 
submitted to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

M‘Leod was, in the month of 
May, removed by habeas corpus 
from Lockport to New York, in 
the custody of the Sheriff of 
Niagara county. Previously to 
this, the following note, dated the 
12th of March, 1841, was sent by 
Mr. Fox to Mr. Webster, the new 
American Foreign Secretary. 

is Her Majesty's Government 
have had under consideration the 
subject of the arrest and imprison- 
ment of Alexander M'Leod, on a 
pretended charge of arson and 
murder; and I am directed to 
make known to the Government 
of the United States, that the 
British Government entirely ap- 
proved of the course pursued by 
him. 1 am instructed to demand 
formally, and in the name of 
the British Government, the im- 
mediate release of Alexander 
M'l^od, for the reason that the 
transaction was of a public charac- 
ter, planned and executed by per- 
sons duly authorized by the Colo- 
nial Government to take such 
measures as might be necessary for 
protecting the property and lives 
of her Majesty s subjects; and 
being therefore an act of public 
duty, they cannot be held re- 
sponsible to the laws and tribunals 
of any foreign country.” 

By this it will be seen that the 
British Government formally a- 
dopted the act of the burning of 
the Caroline, and thus the import- 
ant question was raised as to how 
far a subject of an independent 
kingdom was criminally responsi- 
ble to another state, for an act 


which he did as an officer obeying in 
the commands of his own authori- « 
ties. The fact of M'Leod’s pre- 
sence or absence on the night ft 

when the Caroline was destroyed, a 

was wholly irrelevant to the ds* « 
dsion of this important point ; for t 
the position assumed by the British it 
Government was, that even if lie !j 
had been employed in aiding and i 
abetting on that occasion, yet it N 
was an act of his own Govern- tl 
ment, for which he could not be i 
individually and personally re* i 

sponsible. tl 

The answer of Mr. Webster n 

contained the following passage: t 

" The Government of the United J 

States entertains no doubt that, (j 

after this avowal of the transaction a 
as a public transaction authorised 1 

and undertaken by the British an* i 

thorities, individuals concerned in i 

it ought not, by the principles 1 

public law and the general usage tl 

of civilized states, to be balden i 

personally responsible in the ordfi- \ 

nary tribunals of law for their J 

participation in it ; and the Press.- i 

dent presumes that it can hardly 
be necessary to say that the Ameri* j 

can people not distrustful of their 1 

ability to redress public wrong* by I 

public means, cannot desire the i 

punishment of individuals when 1 

the act complained of is declared 
to have been an act of the Govern* 
ment itself.” 

But now arose another difficulty* 
Supposing that the General Go* 
vein ment of America admitted this 
principle, as between it and Great 
Britain, yet the complicated nature 
of the Federal system gave the 1 
State of New York a separate 
claim as was alleged, to adjudicate 
in the case of M‘Leod, irrespective 
of the question of international* 
law, on account of the violation rf 
its territory and murder of one** 
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it# dtixens, when the Caroline 
was attacked. 

This claim was brought before 
the -Supreme Court of New York, 
and long arguments were beard 
on both sides ; and as the Court 
wished to take time to consider 
sis decision, it made an order that 
M'Leod should be discharged from 
the custody of the Sheriff of 
Niagara, and committed to that of 
the Sheriff of New York. In the 
month of July the Supreme Court 
delivered its judgment, overruling 
the plea that he acted under the 
ardors of the British Government 
and was therefore irresponsible* 
Judge Co wen pronounced the de- 
cision and Mr. M‘Leod was ac- 
cordingly left in the custody of 
the Sheriff, to take his trial for 
murder and anon at Utica, at the 
next assizes. The instruction of 
Mr. Webster to Mr. Crittenden, 
the Attorney-general of the Union, 
intimated that the case, if brought 
ultimately before the last Court of 
Appeal, would there be dealt with 
as a question of international law. 

At last the trial of M'Leod took 
place at Utka, in the State of 
New York, on the 4th of October, 
before Judge Gridley, assisted by 
three other Judges of the County 
Court Mr. Willis Hall, the At- 
torney-general of the State, con- 
ducted the prosecution, and Mr. 
Spencer and two other counsel the 
defence. A great many witnesses 
were examined, and the defence 
set up on behalf of the prisoner 
was that of an alibir - most con- 
vincing evidence being offered of 
the presence of M'Leod at some 
distance from the scene of action, 
at the time that the Caroline was 
attacked. After an able and im- 
partial summing up by Judge 
Gridley, the Jury returned a ver- 
dict of ft Not Guilty,'* and thue 


terminated this unpleasant affair, 
which seemed likely, at one time, 
to involve two great nations in 
war, and excited angry feelings 
on lx>th sides of the Atlantic. 

Another circumstance also oc- 
curred which tended to embarrass 
matters still further. On the 9th 
of September, a party of Canadian 
volunteers crossed the New York 
frontier, and having seized the 
person of a Colonel Grogan, an 
American citizen, who was accused 
of having been engaged in several 
incendiary outrages, carried him 
into the Canadian territory. This 
invasion of the American soil 
caused the greatest excitement in 
the minds of men already inflamed 
by the proceedings in the case of 
M'Leod ; but on representation of 
the outrage being made to the 
Canadian authorities, an order was 
immediately made, that Grogan 
should be discharged from custody 
— and this cause of quarrel was 
at once removed. 

A bill was introduced into Con- 
gress, in the month of July, for 
the establishment of a National 
Bank— to be one of issue, deposit, 
and discount — the notes issued to 
be of as low a denomination as five 
dollars, or at all events, ten dollars. 
This bill passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate, but was 
vetoed by President Tyler, who 
stated his reasons for this in a Mes- 
sage of considerable length to Con- 
gress. He said that his hostility to 
sucb a bank was perfectly well 
known at the time when he was 
elected Vice-President, and that be 
had seen no reason to change his 
opinion. 

"In looking to the powers of 
this Government to collect, safely 
keep, and disburse the public reve- 
nue, and incidentally regulate the 
commerce and exchanges, 1 have 


Digitized by Google 



318] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


not been able to satisfy myself that 
the establishment by this Govern- 
ment of a bank of discount, in the 
ordinary acceptation of that term, 
was a necessary means, or one de- 
manded by propriety, to execute 
those powers. What can the local 
discounts of a bank have to do 
with the collecting, safe-keeping, 
and disbursing of the revenue? 
So far as the mere discounting of 
paper is concerned, it is quite imma- 
terial to this question whether the 
discount is obtained at a States 
Bank or a United States Bank. 
They are both equally local— -both 
beginning and both ending in a 
local accommodation. What in* 
fluence have local discounts, grant- 
ed by any form of banks, in the 
regulating of the currency and 
the exchanges? Let the history 
of the late United States Bank aid 
ns in answering this inquiry/* 

Mr. Van Boren published a 
letter, in which he applauded the 
conduct of the President on this 
occasion; but the exercise of the 
veto rendered the latter, for a time, 
highly unpopular, and in several 
places he was burnt in effigy. It 
was followed by the resignation of 
his whole Cabinet— -and the cause 
assigned for this was, the want of 
confidence exhibited to them by 
the President Mr. Ewing, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, pub- 
licly stated, that, at a Cabinet 
Conference, the President had ap- 
proved of the very bill which he 
afterwards vetoed, when it had 
passed Congress without amend- 
ments, and that the bill had been 
specially framed to obviate the 
President's objections. A new 
Cabinet was formed consisting of 
the following Members : 

Mr. Daniel Webster, of Mas- 
sachusetts, Secretary of State. (In 
office before.) 


Mr. WAUTBEFORWABIIpOf Pm- 
sylvania, Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. 

Mr. Abel. P. Upshur, of Vir- 
ginia, Secretary of the Ntvy. 

Mr. John C. Spescee, of Nov 
York, Secretary of War. 

Mr. Hugh S. Lbgare, ofSoulk 
Carolina, Attorney-General. 

Mr. Charles C.Wickuffb, of 
Kentucky, Postmaster-General 

Mr. Edward Everett, was a it 
the same time (September) ap- 
pointed American Minister in Eng- 
land. 

Information having reaohed the 
Government that secret societies 
were organised along the Northern 
frontier, called “ Hunter’s Lodges,” 
the object of which was to bring 
about another revolution in Ca- 
nada, or otherwise annoy the 
loyalists there— -a proclsmatkn 
was issued, on the 26th of Septem- 
ber, by the President, and coun- 
tersigned by the Secretary of State, 
in which be admonished all such 
evil-minded persons as might hare 
joined these lodges of the condign 
punishment which was certain to 
overtake them, “ assuring them 
that the laws of the United States 
will be rigorously executed against 
their illegal acts j and that, if in 
any lawless incursions into Canada 
they fall into the hands of the 
British authorities, they will not 
be reclaimed as American citi- 
aens, nor any interference made 
by this Government in their be- 
half. 

“ And I exhort all well-mesmsg 
but deluded persons who may have 
joined these lodges, immediately 
to abandon them, and to bate 
nothing more to do with their 
secret meetings or unlawful oaths, 
as they would avoid serious con- 
sequences to themselves; nod 1 
expect the intelligent and well- 
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disposed members of the commu- 
nity to frown on all these unlawful 
combinations and illegal proceed- 
ings* and to assist the Government 
in maintaining the peace of the 
country, against the mischievous 
consequences of the acts of these 
violators of the law.*' 

Amongst the members of these 
fraternities, bound together by 
secret oaths, were several persons 
of consideration, such as Governor 
Fairfield, of Maine, and Governor 
Mason, of Michigan. 

The elections that took place at 
the latter end of the year, were 
unfavourable to the Whig party, 
and gave strength to the Demo- 
cratic. General Scott publicly 
announced his intention of becom- 
ing a candidate for the Presidency, 
and issued a circular, in which he 
made known his political opinions. 
These were somewhat opposed to 
those of President Tyler, particu- 
larly on the questions of the es- 
tablishment of a National Bank 
and the exercise of the President's 
veto. General Scott professed to 
wish that this prerogative should 
be curtailed— saying, that the Ju- 
diciary “ the balance-wheel 19 of 
the system, afforded all the secu- 
rity that the people could desire 
against usurpations on the part 
ot Congress, whereby that body 
might seek to Infringe the con- 
stitution. 

An important subject of dispute 
sprung up at the close of this 
year, between Great Britain and 
America, respecting the “ right of 
search," claimed by the former 
power, in her attempts, in con- 
junction with France, Austria, 
•ad Prussia, to put down the 
Slave-trade— hut as this contro- 
versy extended into the following 
veer, we shall reserve an acoount 
rf to details for our next volume* 


Canada.— T he Union of the 
two Canadas was carried into 
effect this year, and on the 10th of 
February the oath of office was 
taken by Lord Sydenham, at Mon- 
treal, on assuming the Govern, 
ment of “ Canada,” in the presence 
of the special council, the judges, 
the clergy, and the heads of the 
departments. After taking the 
oath, Lord Sydenham formally 
proclaimed the Union, stating, 
that “ in obedience to the com. 
mands of the Queen, he had that 
day assumed the Government of 
the Province of Canada. Upper 
and Lower Canada, separated for 
fifty years, were once more re- 
united, and thenceforward would 
form but one province, under one 
administration.” 

In the month of March a gene- 
ral election took place, the result 
of which was favourable to the 
views of Government, as regarded 
the important measure of the Union 
of the two Provinces. On the 
14th of Jnne, the members of 
the Legislative Council and the 
House of Assembly were sworn in, 
after which, the House of Assem- 
bly proceeded to the election of 
Speaker* The Government can- 
didate was Mr. Austin Cavillier ; 
and Sir Allan M'Nab was pro- 
posed by the Opposition, but 
his name being withdrawn at 
his own request, Mr. Cavillier 
was elected Speaker without a 
division. 

Next day, the Governor pro* 
oeeded in state to the Chamber of 
the Legislative Council, in the 
Parliament Building, and having 
commanded the attendance of the 
Members of the Assembly, be 
opened the Sessiou, in a speech 
from which we make the following 
extracts:— 

* Honourable Gentlemen of the 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



320] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


Legislative Council, and Gentle- 
men of the House of Assembly — 
I have deemed it right to assemble 
you at the earliest period which 
the circumstances of the Province 
and the duties imposed upon me 
by the Imperial Act for the Union 
of the Canadas, under which the 
Legislature is constituted, have 
admitted; and it is with sincere 
satisfaction that I now meet you to 
deliberate on the great and im- 
portant interests committed to our 
charge. 

€t Many subjects of deep import- 
ance to the future welfare of the 
province demand your early atten- 
tion ; upon some of which I have 
directed bills to be prepared, which 
will be submitted for your con- 
sideration* 

(t Among them, first in import- 
ance at the present juncture of 
affairs, is the adoption of measures 
for developing the resources of the 
province by well-considered and 
extensive public works. The rapid 
settlement of the country, the 
value of every man’s property 
within it, the advancement of its 
future fortunes, are deeply affected 
by this question. 

“ The improvement of the navi- 

f ition from the shores of Lake 
rie and Lake Huron to the 
ocean, the establishment of new 
internal communications in the 
inland districts, are works requir- 
ing a great outlay, but promising 
commensurate returns. To un- 
dertake them successfully, large 
funds will undoubtedly be requir- 
ed ; and the financial condition of 
the province, as it stands at present, 
would seem to forbid the attempt. 
But I have the satisfaction of in- 
forming you, that I have received 
authority from her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment to state, that they are 
prepared to call on the Imperial 


Parliament to afford their assist- 
ance towards these undertakings. 
Iu the full belief that peace and 
tranquillity will be happily re- 
established in this province, under 
the constitution settled by Par- 
liament, and that nothing but a 
relief from its most pressing diffi- 
culties is wanting to its rapid ad. 
vancement to prosperity, they will 
propose to Parliament, by afford- 
ing the guarantee of the Imperial 
treasury for a loan to the extent 
of no less than a million and a half 
sterling, to aid the province for the 
double purpose of diminishing the 
pressure of the interest on the 
public debt, and of enabling it to 
proceed with those great public 
undertakings whose progress dur- 
ing the last few years has been 
arrested by the financial difficulties. 
I shall direct a measure to be sub- 
mitted to you embracing a plan for 
this purpose ; and I shall lay be- 
fore you, for your information and 
that of the people of Canada, ex- 
tracts from the despatches which 
convey to me this most gratifying 
assurance. 

“ In immediate connexion with 
the outlay of capital upon public 
works, is the subject of emigration 
and the disposal and settlement of 
public lands. There exist within 
the province no means so certain 
of producing a healthy flow of 
immigration from the Mother- 
country, and of ultimately esta- 
blishing the emigrant as a settler 
and proprietor within the colony, 
as the power of affording sure em- 
ployment for his labour on his fint 
arrival. The assistance of Parlia- 
ment for the public works which 
may be undertaken here, will in a 
great measure provide for this; 
but, with a view further to aid 
emigration, I am authorised to de- 
clare to you, that her Majesty 1 * 
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Government are prepared to assist 
in facilitating the passage of the 
emigrant from the port at which 
he is landed to the place where his 
labour may be made available j 
and that a vote of money for this 
purpose will be proposed to the 
Imperial Parliament. The con- 
ditions which her Majesty's Go- 
vernment attach to this measure 
will be submitted to you at the same 
time that 1 shall draw your atten- 
tion to a scheme for the settlement 
and disposal of the public lands. 

" It appears highly desirable 
that the principles of local self- 
government, which already pre- 
vail to some extent throughout 
that part of the province which was 
formerly Upper Canada, should 
receive a more extended application 
there, and that the people should 
exercise a greater degree of power 
over their own local affairs. I 
have directed a measure upon this 
subject to be submitted to you; 
ana I solicit your earnest atten- 
tion to the establishment of such a 
form of local self-government of 
those districts of the province 
which are unprovided with it, as 
may ensure satisfaction to the peo- 
ple, whilst it preserves inviolate 
tbe prerogative of the Crown, and 
maintains the administration of 



** A due provision for the edu- 
cation of the people is one of the 
tint duties of the state, and in this 
province, especially, the want of 
it is grievously felt. The esta- 
blishment of an efficient system, 
by which the blessings of instruc- 
tion may be placed within the 
Teach of all, is a work of difficulty ; 
but its great and overwhelming 
importance demands that it should 
be undertaken. I recommend the 
consideration of that subject to 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


your best attention, and I shall be 
most anxious to afford you in your 
labours all the co-operation in my 
power. If it should be found im- 
possible so to reconcile conflicting 
opinions as to obtain a measure 
which may meet the approbation 
of all, I trust that at least steps 
may be taken by which an advance 
to a more perfect system may be 
made and the difficulty under which 
the people of this province now 
labour may be greatly diminished, 
subject to such improvements here- 
after as time and experience may 
point out. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of 
Assembly — The financial accounts 
of the province will be immediately 
laid before you, and I shall direct 
the Estimates for the public service 
to be submitted to you with the 
least possible delay. I rely upon 
your co-operation in the financial 
measures which it will be my duty 
to propose to you for taking ad- 
vantage of tbe assistance which her 
Majesty’s Government proposes to 
afford, and for carrying into effect 
the public improvements which 
are deemed most desirable. I shall 
earnestly endeavour, that whatever 
you may appropriate for this latter 
purpose shall be economically em- 
ployed and rendered effective. 

“ Honourable Gentlemen and 
Gentlemen — In your wisdom and 
prudence I confide for tbe regula- 
tion of the different important 
matters which must necessarily 
come before you. Canada, united 
under a constitution which the 
Imperial Legislature has framed 
with an earnest desire for the wel- 
fare of this portion of the British 
empire, cannot foil to prosper 
under prudent and sage counsels. 
The generous aid which I have 
already announced to you, the 
determination which I am also em- 
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powered to state on the part of the 
Government to devote annually a 
large sum for the military defences 
of the province, the fixed and set* 
tied determination which I have 
the Queen's commands to declare, 
that her North American posses- 
sions shall be maintained, at all 
hazards, as part of her empire, are 
pledges of the sincerity with which 
the Mother-country desires to pro- 
mote the prosperity of Canada, and 
to assist in the well- working of 
the new institutions which it has 
established. 

“ The eyes of England are anxi- 
ously fixed upon the result of this 
great experiment. Should it suc- 
ceed, the aid of Parliament in your 
undertakings — the confidence of 
British capitalists in the credit you 
may require from them— -the secu- 
rity the British people will feel in 
seeking your shores and establish- 
ing themselves on your fertile soil 
— may carry improvement to an 
unexampled height. The rapid 
advance of trade and immigration 
within the last eighteen months 
affords ample evidence of the effects 
of tranquillity in restoring con- 
fidence and promoting prosperity. 
May no dissensions mar the flat- 
tering prospect which is open 
before us; may your efforts be 
steadily directed to the great prac- 
tical improvements of which the 
province stands so much in need, 
and undef the blessing of that 
. Providence which has hitherto pre- 
served this portion of the British 
dominions, may your counsels be so 
guided as to insure to the Queen 
attached and loyal subjects, and to 
- United Canada a prosperous and 
"contented peopMT 

The Legislative Council after 
some slight attempt to modify the 
address in answer to the speech, — 
on the ground that it ought to 
express hope rather than confidence 


in the results of the Union Act, 
and because the Union Act did not 
give Lower Canada an adequate 
share in the representation, while 
the French language was to be 
discontinued in certain cases,— 
agreed to echo the speech; and 
their address was presented to the 
Governor on the 19th. 

The House of Assembly weie 
longer in arriving at a conclusion. 
On the 18th, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the 
whole ; and Mr. Cameron moved 
an Address, which was an echo of 
the speech. A long discussion 
followed, which was adjourned 
from day to day. It turned mainlv * 
on the question of “ responabfc ! 
government several members in- 
quiring a more distinct declaration 
on the subject than the Govern- 
ment had yet given. 

Mr. Merritt moved an Amend- 
ment to the effect, that should ex- 
perience prove to the House that 
the Union Act was defective, it 
should be amended. This Amend- 
ment was acceded to, and the 
Address was then carried. 

Lord Sydenham was not destined 
to witness the results of the great 
measure, which he had, in his offi- 
cial capacity of Governor, promul- 
gated to the inhabitants of Canada 
In the month of September, he fell, 
while riding, from his horse, and 
this brought on lock-jaw. At the 
same time he spffered extreme 
torture from attacks of spasmodic 
gout, mid at last, on the 19th of 
the same month, sunk under a 
complication of maladies. During 
his illness he sustained his painful 
sufferings with noble fortitude, 
and continued* to the last to give 
his attention to such details of 
public business as required des* 

E atch. His last wish was, that 

is grave might be on the banks 
of the St. Lawrence. 
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R egistration op the 

Birth op the Princess 
Royal.— The act of parliament 
for the Registration of Births ap- 
plies not only to the community at 
Sarge, but also to all the members 
of the royal family. The birth of 
the princess royal has been duly 
registered. The entry was made 
in the registration books of the 
parish of St. George, Hanover- 
square, and was entered on the 
22nd Dec., by Mr. William Pierce 
Jeidan, of Lower Belgrave- street, 
E ton-square, Pimlico, the registrar 
of births for the Belgrave district 
of that parish, who attended at 
Buckingham Palace for the pur* 
pose. 

1. Statement of the Royal 
Navy in Commission on the 1st 
op January, 1841. — Nine first- 
rates, viz., three of 120 guns, two 
of 110, four of 104 ; ten second- 
rates, vis., one of 92, five of 84, 
four of 80 ; fourteen third-rates, 
one of 7 6, one for gunnery practice, 
two of 78, one of 74, nine of 72 ; 
five fourth-rates, viz., five of 50 ; 
fifth rates and under, one of 46, one 
of 44, two of 42, three of 36, fif- 
teen of 26, two of 24, four of 20, 
Vol. LXXXIIL 


fourteen of 18, twenty-one of 16, 
twenty-one of 10, one of 12, 
twenty-three smaller armed ves- 
sels; seven guard-ships and d6- 
pdfcs ; five small-craft steamers, ten 
frigate-armed, twenty-five smaller ; 
three yachts, and six troop and 
store-ships; in all 160 vessels, car- 
rying 4,277 guns. 

3. Thunder Storm.— Spital- 

FIELDS ANdStREATHAM CHURCHES 
injured by Lightning. — The me- 
tropolis was visited by n terrific 
storm of thunder and lightning — 
the latter of the most vivid and 
dangerous description. Among 
the many injuries occasioned by 
the lightning, is that which oc- 
curred to the spire and roof of 
Spitalfields church, at ten minutes 
to seven o'clock precisely, the clock 
having stopped at that time in 
consequence of the injury done to 
the bell-wires. The electric fluid 
struck the cone, or upper part of 
the spire, which from the roof bad 
a very shattered appearance; thence 
it descended to a room above the 
dock-room, forcing the trap-door 
from the hinges, down to the floor 
of the clock -room, melted the iron 
wires connected with the clock, 
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scorched the wooden rope-con- the extraordinary state of the rods 
ductors, broke many of the win- from the storm, the engines were a 
dows, and made a considerable considerable time in reaching the 
fracture in the wall, which is of spot. Upon their arrival, the whole 
a very great thickness ; at this of the steeple was on fire, and al« 
point it is supposed the electric though a plentiful supply of water 
fluid escaped, forcing the masonry was obtained, it was totally de- 
work several inches from its ori- stroyed. The portion of the sacred 
ginal place. The roof was com- edifice which was destroyed wis 
pletely covered with Ifrge gtqnps, the remain 3 of the old church, the 
which broke in the lead- work by body of which* some years since, 
their weight in falling. The lead fell in while under repair, and it 
near the masonry above alluded to was found necessary to erect a new 
was melted in several places. In one ; but the tower and wooden 
the front, a little above the clock, steeple being found perfectly sound, 
a large stone was forced into the remained, and, until yesterday 
street, which broke one of the iron morning, appeared likely to last 
railings, and the flag-stone on forages. The damage done by the 
which it fell. The side of the fire and the water to the church 
church in Church-street also met is estimated at 1,000/. 
with considerable damage. 8. Vkssel destroyed by Fibs. 

The first flash of lightning, which — About twelve o'clock, p.m., the 
was of a terrific nature, illuminated fine schooner the Veritas, of 17$ 
the whole of the horiaon, and in tons burden, Captain ft. Peak, at- 
its progress struck the steeple of rived at Guernsey, in ballast, fa® 
Streatham church. The electric London, and ran into St Samps®’* 
fluid appeared to fall in a body on harbour. At a few minutes before 
the ball which supported the wea- three o’clock the next morning, the 
thercock, and, after playing about mate of the English schooner 
it for a few seconds, ran down the Elisa, who was casting loose the 
whole extent of the steeple, and chain by which she was Moored, 
then diverged off at the stone tower, perceived that the Veritas was « 
Shortly afterwards, smoke was seen fire. He instantly alarmed the 
to issue from this part of the crews of the other vessels in the 
church, followed by a body of harbour (amounting to sixteen in 

flames. The parish engine was number), in order to get all the 
immediately got out, but, owing assistance in bis power, with ihe 
to the height of the steeple from view to save the vessel from that 
the ground, the engine was unable destruction with, which die was 
to reach the burning pile. A threatened. Providentially the 
mounted messenger was instantly wind, which was blowing fa® 
despatched to town to the various south-east, and across the harbour 
engine-stations, when the brigade in the direction ofbtbe shipping* 
engine* with a considerable quan- was very moderate ; but; as » 
tity of extra hose, started from might increase, and thereby pk# 
Waterloo-road, followed by those the other vessels in imminent da»- 
from the Southwark- bridge- road, ger, should the Veritaife sails and 
Morgan’s-lane,and Watling-street, rigging take fire, captfjp Stfafo 
and some of the firemen of the oiSered the mainma&jte be cgt 
of England; but* owing to away, as the. flames |5S 
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communicated to the* mainsail, 
which was furled in the usual 
manner ; vyhen the mainmast went 
by the board, it carried away with 
it the foremast also, snapping it 
about fifteen feet above the deck, 
and the whole fell into the har- 
bour. The vessel was scuttled 
forward on the larboard bow, and 
by that ipeans she partly filled 
when the water surrounded her. 
A good supply of water was then 
obtained j and by persevering exer- 
tions the fire was got under at 
about seven o’clock in the morn- 
ing. The first person who de- 
scended into the cabin was captain 
Peak, who there beheld a horrible 
spectacle— his Late mate burnt in a 
mapner too shocking to describe. 
What remained of his human frame 
wa$ found in an inclined posture, 
with his face toward the cabin 
floor ; and frpm this fact it is con- 
jectured, that he must have been 
sitting upon the after-locker, with 
his head resting upon the table, 
and in that posture had fallen 
asleep. It is supposed, also, that a 
candle was upon the table, and that 
on the vessel taking the ground, 
when the water receded from her, 
she listed to the starboard, which 
caused the candle to fall on the 
cabin floor, among some of the 
captain's clothes, which he had 
put off on his coming on shore, 
and ignited them. 

— Dreadful Conflagration 
at Dun dee— Destruction of the 
Churches, &c. — This morning 
(Sunday), about five o'clock, a 
fire was discofered in a portion of 
the venerable pile of buildings 
which has for ' many centuries 
been the pride and ornament of 
the town. The alarm was imme- 
diately given to the police, the 
fire-engine and the fire brigade 
hastened to the spot, the alarm- 


bell pealed forth to rouse the in- 
habitants, and thousands were dis- 
turbed from their rest to witness 
the entire destruction of three of 
the churches, and one of the most 
sublime spectacles which ever took 
place in Scotland. The fire ori- 
ginated from a stove in a passage 
betwixt the Steeple and South 
Churches ; and when first dis- 
covered, the flames were seen 
bursting out of one of the win- 
dows, situate in an angle of the 
latter building. Nothing could 
equal the frightful vehemence 
or the devouring element ; it ran 
with the speed of lightning along 
the galleries of the church, the 
pulpit was a mass of fire, and 
in a few moments was entirely 
consumed ; an intense white flame 
burst through the roof, while from 
the back part of the church an 
overwhelming volume of massive 
fire moved towards the front, pnd, 
gathering force as it proceeded, 
burst with irresistible fury out of 
the beautiful window facing the 
street, driving the assembled popu- 
lace backward by the intensity of 
the heat At the same moment 
the venerable cathedral, which has 
for 700 years weathered the storm, 
caught fire, and the sympathies of 
the spectators were much excited 
at the approaching destruction of 
the noblest remnant of antiquity 
of which the town could boast. 
Meanwhile the Cross Church, 
forming a limb of the cross in 
which the churches are built, and 
situate immediately behind the 
South Church, which was first on 
fire, was one mass of flame. About 
half-past six, the conflagration was 
at its height. The three churches, 
from the base to the highest pin- 
nacle, were wrapped in the de- 
vouring element. The sublimity 
of the spectacle mav be imagined, 
B 2 
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not described ; its astounding gran- 
deur paralysed every effort of the 
fire-brigade, the military, and the 
police. While all this was going 
on below, the ancient tower, which 
rises to the height of 150 feet, and 
is attached to the Steeple church, 
the only one not in flames, rose 
Phcenix-like above the terrific con- 
tention, and the peal of the alarm 
bells from its interior added to the 
grandeur of the spectacle. The 
utmost efforts were made by the 
firemen to prevent the fire spread- 
ing to the Steeple church, and 
happily this was effected by direct- 
ing the hose to the door commu- 
nicating with the lobby between 
it and the part of the edifice in 
flames. Thus both the steeple 
and church were preserved. The 
east church, or cathedral, is a 
complete wreck ; the fine Gothic 
arches, with their supports, were 
destroyed, and the only articles 
rescued were the silver communion 
service, and the records of the 
presbytery of Dundee ; a valuable 
library composed of many works 
of the fathers of the church in Greek 
and Latin is entirely lost. 

—Loss op the Thames Steam- 
er. — On the morning of Monday 
the 4th inst., the Thames, an 
Irish steamer, was on her voyage 
from Dublin to London, and the 
weather being exceedingly boister- 
ous, with showers of hail and 
snow, they lost their reckoning, 
and mistaking the St. Agnes 
(Scilly islands) light for that of 
the Longships (near the Land's- 
end), ran on the Cribewidden rock, 
and in a short time became a total 
wreck ; out of about sixty-five 
persons on board, only four were 
saved. Soon after the vessel 
struck she was discovered by the 
inhabitants of St. Agnes, and one 
of the boat’s crews, at the risk of 
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their lives, immediately put off to 
render assistance ; they succeeded 
in getting near her, and though 
there was scarcely another chance 6f 
escape, the captain, with the trofe 
bravery of a British seaman, ordered 
that not a man should leave the 
vessel until the females were safe; 
the three who were saved were then 
prevailed upon to go in the boat, 
but another refused to part with 
her babe and was consequently 
drowned. 

Almost immediately afterward! 
a heavy sea separated the boat from 
the ship, and no communication 
could be afterwards effected, tie 
vessel went to pieces before eleven 
O’clock, when a party of the suf- 
ferers, getting on a fragment of 
the wreck, were drifted on Bose- 
vear, another rocky islet, but they 
were so exhausted that only one 
reached the shore alive, and this 
poor fellow had to endure the se- 
verity of the weather for twenty- 
four hours before he could be 
removed. It appears that before 
the Thames struck on the rock Ac 
had shipped a heavy sea which 
extinguished her fires, and this in 
all human probability was a prin- 
cipal cause of the catastrophe. 

— Prussia, Frauenbubo - 
Murder op the Bishop of Ehih- 
land.— The murder of the vene- 
rable bishop of Erm eland created 
a great sensation throughout Ger- 
many : it appears from the official 
report that on Sunday, at six in 
the evening, the servants of the 
bishop went to the parish church, 
in the lower part of the town, in 
order to be present at the close of 
the forty hours’ prayer. Upon 
their return one of the footmen 
proceeded up stairs, but To£W 
instantly down with the alarming 
information that the bishop was 
lying bathed in his blood bn A* 
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floor, and that Rosalia Pfeiffer, the 
aged housekeeper, was sitting by 
the stove in a state of insensibility. 
The servants ran up and were 
horror-struck at the spectacle which 
presented itself*— of their vener- 
able master lying on the floor, 
stretched out all nis length in a 
flood of blood, with his face down- 
wards. The housekeeper, whose 
countenance was also covered with 
blood, and who sat, as has been 
said, near the stove, had several 
seyere wounds on the head. After 
repeated questions, loudly put to 
her, as to what had passed, she 
only pointed to the dead body of 
tbe bishop, and with difficulty 
gave utterance to the scarcely in- 
telligible words — u Who is that? 
_what is that V 9 

The bishops servants having 
tnade the dreadful event known, 
the burgomaster, Novakovsky, the 
cathedral physician, Cirski, some 
canons, and several citizens of 
Frsuenbuxg, hastened to the bi- 
shop's residence. The body of the 
bishop, which though lifeless was 
not yet cold, was laid on a bed, 
but all the means for restoring 
animation were tried in vain. 
Three severe wounds had been in- 
flicted by a hatchet, or some such 
weapon, on the head. The house- 
keeper, who had received three 
severe wounds on the head, was 
conveyed to her bed. The hor- 
rible occurrence appeared to have 
made such an impression on her, 
that she was not for a long time 
able to communicate anything of 
importance. The few half intel- 
ligible words which she muttered 
at feverish intervals appeared to 
have reference to the instructions 
given her by the bishop before the 
murderous deed. 

Public rumour quickly pointed 
out as the murderer Rudolph Kuhn- 


apfel, whom the burgomaster had 
before had reason to regard with 
suspicion, and who was a man 
likely to have committed the deed. 
Rudolph Kuhnapfel, his parents, 
with whom he lived, and his sister, 
were arrested and placed in special 
safe keeping. Finding no chance of 
escape, Kuhnapfel made a confession 
to the following effect : — That he 
armed himself with a hatchet, pur- 
posing to use it only to menace his 
victims. He knocked at the door 
of the episcopal palace. The aged 
housekeeper opened the door. lie 
compelled her, by the most violent 
threats, to show him the way to 
the bishop's room. On arriving 
there she was about to go out of 
the door, whereupon the assassin 
gave her several blows on her arm 
with the hatchet. The aged bishop 
entreated for the life of the do- 
mestic that had served him so long 
and faithfully; nevertheless, the 
villain stretched her on the ground 
by a violent blow on the back of 
her bead. The bishop declared 
himself ready to^ive up whatever 
he had to his assailant, who forced 
him to bind himself to secrecy by 
an oath. The old man was then 
compelled to go into the adjoining 
room, where he delivered up his 
snuff-box, watch, purse, and keys. 
On returning to the first room, the 
monster perceived some signs of 
life about the housekeeper, and in- 
flicted another violent blow on her 
face, which done, he proceeded to 
ransack the cupboard. At this mo- 
ment the bishop dropped the can- 
dlestick, and, stooping to lift it up 
again, he exclaimed, *' Oh, my 
God !” The murderer fancying at 
first that the old man was crying 
for help, felled him to the ground 
by a blow on the back of his head. 

The murderer was condemned 
“ to suffer death by the wheel. 
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commencing at the lower extremi- 
ties and proceeding upwards.” A 
foreign journal gives this account 
of the fearful punishment : — 

“ At half-past four in the morn- 
ing, the prisoner was removed in a 
cart from Braunsberg under a se- 
cure escort, and arrived about six 
o’clock at the place appointed for 
the execution. A crowd of per- 
sons, exceeding 1 0,000, had as- 
sembled by day -light from all 
parts of the diocese ; and it is 
worthy of remark, that more than 
one-half of the collected mass con- 
sisted of females. The delinquent 
having alighted from the car in a 
very low state, a restorative draught 
was administered to him, after 
which he was conducted to the 
scaffold. There, on his fetters 
being struck off’, he kneeled down 
with the accompanying priest and 
prayed. The chief of the Brauns- 
berg tribunal then read the sen- 
tence, which ordered the execution 
by breaking on the wheel from 
below upwards, and closed with 
an address to the three execution- 
ers present in these words : — ' And 
now I deliver him to you for the 
due fulfilment of this judgment/ 
On hearing this the malefactor 
looked round to the priest, sank 
again on his knees, and ejaculated 
a short prayer. Then rising, he 
laid himself with calm resolution 
on the scaffold, atid, refusing the 
assistance of the executioners, 
placed his limbs in the required 
position. This done, he said with 
a firm voice, ‘ God have mercy on 
my poor sdul !* One of the exe- 
cutioners covered his face with a 
cloth. The terrible operation by 
the wheel nbw commenced. In 
ten minutes the wretched man 
was dead, and the body was de* 
posited in a coffin prepared to re- 
ceive it. The spectators looked on 


in a calm, orderly manner, pre- 
serving a silence suited to the 
awful scene before them and the I 

crime of the sufferer. When all , 

was over, they dispersed qtiietlv, , 

but apparently under the influence | 

of deep emotion." 

4. St. Bartholomew's ChoSch, j 

NEAR THE ROTAL EXCHANGE.-' ( 

The remains of this church, built i 

after the fire of London, agreeably ( 

to sir C. Wren's plans for rebuild- ( 

ing several churches and othet s 

public edifices, were brought W | 

the hammer, Mr. Toplis, the the- t 

tioneer, officiating on the occasion. ( 

it was ordered to be pulled dortrn, t 

to make Way for the improvements j 

attendant upon the rebuilding of i 

the Royal Exchange. It had beeU j 

completely dismantled, and little p 

more remained for the auctioneer l 

to dispose of than the bare but ] 

ancient walls. The pews, the j, 

organ, the flooring, all had disip* E 

peared ; there only remained tbfc \ 

flooring of the oigan-loft, and tbfc , 

fbrms on which the charity toy* t 

used to sit. The recess fanning t 

the vestry was the station selected , 

by the auctioneer for his rdstrurtl t 

and around hith and over his M t 

appeared chalked inscriptions inti* j 

mating “ not for Sale." This re* , 

cess, which in reality is part trf tbt } 

olden building, is to remain \ it i* t 

to be worked into the flew hou# 

(a fire-office), to be erected at the 
corner of Bartholomew-lane. 

7. A very considerable and pain- 
ful excitement took place in tbt 
archbishop of Canterbury’s palace, 
Lambeth, in consequence of • 
shocking and fatal occurrence hap- 
pening amongst the numerom 
workmen who have been employed 
for some months past in the repain 
and embellishment of the venerable 
edifice. It appeared that in the 
morning the painter* repaired * 
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their Wort as usual, niost of whom 
had been out holyday-making the 
previous night, and had not had 
any rest. Owing to the Intensity 
of the cold, they heated a large 
pan of charcoal in the rooms they 
Were at work in, and during the 
morhing several of them fell asleep, 
owing to want of rest the previous 
night. Between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, the foreman of the work- 
men discovered several of his men 
sleeping in the room in which the 
pan of charcoal Was burning. At 
the time the effluvium Was so great 
that it Sensibly affected the breath, 
the doof-s having been closed for a 
cdnsiderdhle length of time. It 
Was With the Utmost difficulty that 
the men fcohld be roused, the va- 
pour of the charcoal having taken 
a deadly effect tipoii their senses. 
Twd df them wete apparently life- 
le&. Oii the circumstance being 
made known to hid grace's house- 
hold; every hfecessary precaution 
Wa$ immediately taken td presette 
theft lived; Two medical gentle- 
men Wert promptly in attendance, 
Who fot a cbnstdernble length of 
time adopted slich measures as they 
thought expedient to bring abdut 
restoration. After the lapse of 
some time one bf the men was 
restored td sensibility, bill all hu- 
matt efforts ptdted unavailing with 
the dther uhfofturiate man, life 
being cjuite extinct. The name df 
the deceased tvbs John Thomas Do- 
bitiSdn. He Was a painter, and 
twenty-thfed teats of age. It is 
supposed, although not fully proved, 
that the unfbrtunate deceased was 
in d state df intoxication at the 
time he fell asleep. 

8. FATAtAbbtUENTON the Mid- 
land Counties RailwAy.--A se- 
rious aftd ftital accident occurred 
dn tbd Midland Counties Railway 
between two add three o' clock in 


the morning. It appears that a 
down luggage train left Rugby 
for Derby at twenty minutes past 
nine o'clock the previous night; 
but, owing to the severity of the 
weather, between Leicester and 
Derby the engine pipes were 
frozen up, and the train conse- 
quently Unable to proceed. It is 
said, that when the stoppage took 
place a signal-lamp was placed in 
the rear of the train ; but the pre- 
caution, if adopted, unfortunately 
proved of no avriil. The mail-train 
from London started from Rugby 
to Derby (the point at Which it 
leaves the Birmingham line), at 
tine o'clock r.M., being then three 
hours and forty minutes behind thfe 
goods’ train. The distance be- 
tween Rugby and Derby is be- 
tween forty and fifty miles. Not- 
withstanding the advance df the 
luggage train, and the precaution 
said to have been taken of holding 
out a signal light when within a 
few miles of Derby, thfe mail dowii 
train ran in Upon thfe luggage car- 
riages, and the consequence was^ 
that the engine of thfe mail trait! 
was thrown off the trams, rind the 
engine driver and stoker precipi- 
tated dn to the line, and both killed 
on the spot. 

RoYAt Cheese. — T he farmers 
and yeomahry of the parish df 
West Pennard, near Glastdnbury, 
in Somersetshire, about fifteen 
miles from Cheddar, aife about td 
present to her majesty an enormous 
cheese, made on the 28th df June, 
1839, from the united milk df 737 
Cows* one meal's milking as it is 
called from bach cow. This im- 
mense cheese weighs nearly 11 
cwt. ; it Is hi shape an octagon ; in 
height it is 22 inches, and it mea- 
sures across 3 feet 1 inch. The 
upper surface df the cheese is or- 
namented with the royal arms* 
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deeply impressed and very well 
executed. The arms are surrounded 
with a wreath of oak leaves and 
acorns, and laurel; the rose, thistle, 
and shamrock, are also embossed 
upon the surface. 

This Leviathan of a cheese, 
which had arrived in London, and 
was to have been placed on the 
royal table at the christening of 
the princess royal, unluckily got 
into Chancery." A split in the 
camp having occurred among the 
proprietors of the cheese, a part of 
them had a model made of it and 
sent to London for the purpose of 
exhibition; the other proprietors 
finding what had occurred, imme- 
diately had the original trans- 
ported thither. The model, which 
had been placed in the Egyptian- 
hall, Piccadilly, for the purpose of 
exhibition, was ejected therefrom 
vi ct armis by the other parties, 
and the original placed there in its 
stead. In consequence, an injunc- 
tion was applied for to the court 
of Chancery to restrain the parties 
from exhibiting the original, which 
was grunted. 

Firs at the Premises of the 

GENERAL STBAM NAVIGATION COM- 
PANY, Deptford. — About twenty 
minutes before twelve o'clock at 
night, a most destructive fire broke 
out in the extensive range of 
buildiugs belonging to the above 
company, situate on the shore of 
the Thames, and adjoining the 
Deptford creek, which at one time 
threatened to be in magnitude one 
of the largest fires with which the 
metropolis had been visited for 
several years. The buildings and 
ground attached to the place oc- 
cupy between three and four acres, 
and are bounded on the south side 
by a long narrow place called 
Pleasant-row, one side of which is 
filled with snail tenements, three 


of which are injured, and cut* t 

east and north by the river, while \ 

the west, or the entrance, is situate i 

in the Lower-road. The mm i 

buildings consists of the felting' i 

shop, the sailmaker’s shop, the 
boiler-maker’s, the smith's shop, t 

the old store-room, the { 

and the old timber and oaku» I 

room. Independent of these h i i 

large and most extensive new stoa i 

room, several hundred feet is i 

length, and which, like the other i 

places, was filled with goods wd \ 

property of every descripuos; i 

while, in a kind of basin, wee the i 

Countess of Lonsdale, Nratune, I 

Columbine, and the old Edipm t 

steamers, all of which, at the time i 

of the fire, were completely dry, i 

the tide having run down. i 

The tide King out, no wster i 
could be procured, and nearly the i 

whole of these extensive premises i 

were destroyed. i 

11. Singular and mbuxchou j 

Death of Samuel Scott, thk i 

American Diver.— Shortly fa ' 

two o’clock, great excitement per* i 

vaded the western portion of the 
metropolis, by a rumour that Scott, 

“ the American diver," who hsd 
of late beoome so notorious by his 
extraordinary feats, had met with 
his death during the performance of 
his customary evolutions prior w 
taking his dive from the summittf 
Waterloo-bridge into the Thama* 

It appears that in the morning » 
placard, of which the following is 
a copy, had been posted through- 
out the metropolis:— 

“ Challenge to the world for 100 
guineas ! Monday next, Jan. Ud> 
1841, and during the week, Smsuel 
Scott, the American diver, will run 
from Godfrey 8, White Lion, Drury- 
lane, to Waterloo-bridge, and faf 
into the water, forty feethigbfa* 
the bridge, and return back with# 
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the hour* every day during the 
week, between one and two o’clock. 
8. Scott will be in attendance every 
day at the above bouse, open to 
any wager." 

This notice drew, long before 
the time appointed, thousands of 
persons to Waterloo-bridge, and at 
five minutes past two o’clock Scott, 
accompanied by several persons, 
arrived on the bridge. He was 
merely attired in a blue striped 
sbirt and white canvass trowsers, 
and bad on neither shoes nor stock- 
ings. On bis arrival there could 
not have been less than from 8,000 
to 10,000 persons assembled upon 
the bridge and along the banks of 
the river to witness his extraordi- 
nary performance. Immediately 
over the second arch on the Mid- 
dlesex side, and nearest to Somer- 
set-house, was erected a species of 
scaffolding, composed of two up- 
right poles, and three others cross- 
ing them at intervals of about four 
or five feet, the entire height of 
which above the balustrades being 
about ten feet. Scott appeared as 
usual, firm and undaunted, and 
made several jocular remarks to 
those around bun. Having ascended 
the scaffolding, he attached the rope 
he carried with him, which was 
about ten feet long, to the upper- 
most cross pole, and after placing 
some tin boxes round the necks of 
several of bis friends who were to 
collect money for him, proceeded 
to commence bis performance. He 
first put his bead into a noose of 
the rope, and suspended himself 
for a minute or two 3 after which 
he placed bis feet in a similar po- 
sition, and swung with his head 
downwards. He again mounted 
the top beam of the scaffold, and, 
taking a handkerchief off his head, 
placed it on the top of one of the 
perpendicular poles. He then 


sensed the rope, and placing it 
round his neck, exclaimed at the 
top of his voice, “ Now I’ll show 
you once more bow to dance upon 
air before I dive." The unfortu- 
nate man again let himself down 
to the extremity of the rope with 
bis bead in the noose, but had 
scarcely hung more than three or 
four minutes, when a person named 
Brown observed that he much 
feared the man had hung himself 
in reality, as animation appeared 
suspended. To this one of Scott’s 
friends replied, “ Oh, he has not 
hung half his time yet." In two 
or three minutes after, however, 
shouts were heard in all directions 
of “ Cut him down." Mr. Brown 
immediately ascended and raised 
the poor fellow’s arm, which, on 
being let go, fell heavily back to 
its original position by his side. 
This gave convincing proof of the 
suspension of animation, and re- 
newed cries were raised from all 
quarters of “ Cut him down, cut 
him down." Some time elapsed 
before a knife could be procured, 
and then two persons ascended the 
ladder, and, with the aid of some 
of the F division of police, suc- 
ceeded in cutting the man down. 
Mr. Havers, surgeon of the York- 
road, and another medical gentle- 
man who happened to be upon the 
spot, immediately stepped forward 
and opened the jugular vein, and 
also a vein in the arm, but only a 
few drops of blood followed ; and 
to all appearances Scott was life- 
less. A cart was then procured* 
in which he was conveyed with all 
possible speed, followed by hun- 
dreds of persons, to Charing-croas 
hospital. On his admission, it was 
ascertained by Dr. Golding, the 
senior physician of the institution, 
that life was not quite extinct. 
Under that gentleman’s direction* 
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the unfortunate man was, in the 
first place, subjected to the galvanic 
process; secondly, cupped between 
the shoulders; and then, lastly* 
placed into a warm bath, in which 
he had been but a few seconds when 
it Was ascertained that the vital 
spark had fled. 

A coroner's inquest was held 
Upon the body, and the jury re- 
turned a verdict of “ accidental 
death." 

12. Muftbra and Mutilation 
0* A Child. — Mr. Carter, the 
fcorortei* for the eastern division of 
the county of Surrey, held an in- 
quest at the King’s Artns, in 
Koupell-strcet, Waterloo- road, on 
the body of an infant whose mu- 
tilated remains Were discovered on 
Friday afternoon, wrapped in a 
broWrt pftper parcel, and deposited 
on the kdgfe outside the parapet of 
Waterloo^brifigfe. 

The first Witness called was, 

Capt. John Lewis Prestofi, who 
Stated that he was in the service of 
the king of Prussia, but was an 
Englishman by birth. He deposed 
that he was passing over Waterloo- 
bridge, from the Middlesex side, 
on Friday afternoon, at about one 
o’clock; and When a little more 
than half way along the bridge, he 
saw a short stout woman Come out 
of one of the recesses bn the left 
hand ride, and proceed along the 
bridge irt the same direction as that 
in Which he (witness) was going ; 
that Was to say, towards the Water- 
loo- road. Witness took no further 
notice of this woman, nor was 
there anything in her appearance 
or manher to excite his attention. 
He supposed she bad been Standing 
on tbe seat in the recess and look- 
ing into the river. When 
witness came tip to tbe recess 
wlrieh tbe woman had left, he also 
took ad dpporttmity of looking 


over the parapet, and on doing jo 
he saw a brown paper parcel lying 
on the ledge outside the parapet 
He endeavoured to hook lip tie 
parcel with his walking-stick, bat 
found it so heavy that he failed in 
accomplishing it TWo strange 
gentlemen then came Up, to whwn 
he communicated the cimumstanct, 
and shortly afterwards a labouring 
man arrived at the Spot. The fat 
mentioned person got over the 
parapet, and, With the assistance rf 
witness, reached the pardel dfifl 
threw it over to tritnesA Tbe 
paper was secured by a jfifl odl). 
The parcel was opened Mid foutid 
to contain the mutilated remdfa 
of an infant wrapped up irt * 
towel and a sheet. (The witness 
here described the portions of tbe 
body and their appearance aS they 
Were found.) Witness made tto 
examination of thri Sheet or tbe 
paper. Could give no other de- 
scription of the Wotnati he had 
seen coming out of the recess tfariJ 
that she had on a large cloak, and 
was a short stout woman. 

Mr. John Havers, a durgedti, 
read a written statement, tfWtb 
Was received as part of bis evi- 
dence. The body, lie said, fad 
been severed into eight portions, 
all of which be descrifad Witt 
great minuteness. The head was 
Separated front the trunk, 4 fatb 
the lower arms were separated; 
there were several Wmrtlds bn (fa 
head and other pstts, Which ap- 
peared to Mr. Havers to have fam 
made by some sharp instrument 
Some of the vertebra Were frac- 
tured, and the neck appeared w 'i 
it bad been Stretched at tbe time 
of the head being severed. So<W 
of the vital parts and the kwbr 
members were missing. 

With reference to the Idas tbit 
it might have been need tot StW 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



JAN.] 


CHRONICLE. 


11 


yt 

>5 1 
i ji' 

-it! 

ft' 

:;u!S 

:.sS 

rc5 
W ; J 
-:S 
:J*S* 
-if 
'Tiff 

IT# 1 

if* i 
<*' 

s* 

■Hj t 

f S 

•c 

!* 

rtf’ 

■\i 

ji 

si* 

<* 

£ 

* 

«* 

* 

* 

i 

•I 

( 

i 


tomical purposes, he was of opinion 
that sufch had not been the case, 
although he was aware that one of 
the wounds had been spoken of as 
otte which Would or might have 
been made for the purpose of aha* 
tottiical investigation ; vet, taking 
the whole of the circumstances 
into consideration, he was con- 
vinced that it was not so, and this 
opinion Was further strengthened 
by the appearance of the clothes 
in which the body was wrapped, 
and which he had carefully exa- 
mined. 

The jury, after a short consulta- 
tion, returned a verdict of 44 Wil- 
ful murder against some person or 
persons unknown/' 

Tnn Nile now wears the as- 
pect of an European river. It is 
to be seen constantly traversed by 
(bur steam-bouts conveying mails 
and passengers. That of Mr. Gal- 
loway is the most rapid ; it made 
the passage from Boulac to Rosetta 
in seventeen hours less time than 
the pasha's steamer. On the Nile 
are also three gun-boats with the 
Roman flag flying over them ; they 
have dn board the columns from 
Upper Egypt, which Mehemet Ali 
hat given to the Pope. The Arabs 
with astonishment at these 
i which represent St. Peter 
and Sb Paul at full length, with 
flowing beards, and ask whether 
they are not Standards of the Jews, 
as the countenances of the figures 
me decidedly Jewish. 

Political Economy. — The 
ibUowing letter has been addressed 
to the officers of the different courts 
of law 1 — 

Sfatfotety Office , January, 1841 * 

44 Sir,— 1 have the honour to 
inform you, that the lords of the 
Treasury have returned to this 
office the entire Almanack frames 
furnished to their office at the 


commencement of last year, with 
the Imperial Calendars , Army and 
Navy Lists , Court Guides , Direct 
totieSj frc., furnished to them irt 
the course of the last year, retain- 
ing only one or two copies of each 
for further and occasional refer- 
ence. 

44 It is their lordships' wish that 
the course how adopted by the 
Treasury should be followed by 
your office, and by every other 
office in the metropolis ; and 1 beg, 
therefore, that you will give orders 
that I may be furnished with a list 
of all the old add useless stores of 
every description* such as Alma * 
Hack frames, Calendars , Director 
ties , Army and, Navy Lists, casks 
and bottles for holding ink, pens* 
and penknives* &c., that you may 
have on hand* of the supplies made 
to your office during the last arid 
former years, after retaining aS 
fnany copies as may be required Of 
the Calendars , Almanacks , Arc., for 
future reference and consultation; 
On my being furnished with such 
list, 1 will direct a cart to call at 
the officO and fetch the stores 
away. 

44 It is intended, on the stores 
being collected here, to sell such aS 
cannot be again used to the highest 
bidder, and to apply such of them 
as may be again used, as the ink- 
bottles, casks, and Almanack 
frames* to further service. 

44 1 beg further to state, that it 
is not intended to issue any freSh 
Almanack frames for some years 
to come, as those now in the hands 
of the different offices will neces* 
sarily last for at least five or seven 
years ; and it is also intended that 
in future tbe old or used pens shall 
be returned to tins department j 
and I have to request thfct you 
will give the necessary directions 
for their being taken mire of, and 
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sent thither with the other old 
stow* 

“ These measures being intended 
to obviate waste, and to introduce 
due order and regularity into an 
important department of the public 
expenditure, will, I have no doubt, 
meet with your zealous co-operation. 

“ I have the honour to be, sir, 

“ Your most obedient servant, 
“ J. R. M'Culloch, 

“ Comptroller*' 

“ Driver ” War Steamer. — 
The following account of the 
Driver will show that the Admi- 
ralty are quite alive to the im- 
portance of steam as a new element 
in aavd warfare. She is a most 
majestic vessel, of the same class 
as the Cyclops and Gordon, lately 
found so effective in active service* 
She is to be fitted with two ermines 
of 140 horse power each, and her 
tonnage is about 1,400, and is 
already commissioned. She will 
be furnished with two long 98- 
pound guns on her upper deck, 
working on swivels, besides other 
guns of a large calibre on her lower 
deck. The peculiar build of the 
vessel and the improvements in 
the engines will, it is stated, place 
heron a perfect equality with those 
war steamers. 

16. Dreadful Inundation.— 
The quantity of snow which fell 
during the afternoon and evening 
of Thursday last caused a great 
impediment to travelling on the 
Western road; but the chief ob- 
struction was between Devizes and 
Marlborough. The whole of the 
night up-coaches, with the excep- 
tion of the mail, proceeded but a 
few miles on the London road, and 
returned to Devizes. On the Fri- 
day, the down-coaches were seven 
or fight hours behind time ; and 
some of the coaches were six times 
dug out of the snow near Caine. 


EG IS TER. [1941 

In the afternoon of Saturday! 
rapid thaw took place, and be. 
tween four and five o'clock the 
waters from the surrounding bilk 
rushed like a torrent into the vil- 
lage of Shrewton, destroying it it 
course twenty-eight cottage nd 
rendering upwards of 150 penw 
houseless. Such a scene of dent- 
tation by water, within so shorts 
space of time, and over aosmalli 
compass, has perhaps n ever been 
witnessed infoghrad. Some of 
the cottages were swept entirely to 
the ground ; portions of the wfdls 
of a few, and of the roofi tf 
others, remained standing but ills 
complete wreck. Three Km mg 
lost during the evening j and h|d 
the flood taken place an bout** 
two later, ten times that no^k 
would probably have been near 
ficed. In the adjoining village of 
Maddington seven cottages were 
destroyed. The water in some 
parts of the villages was seven or 
eight feet high ; in othen four sod 
five feet. In short, the whole 
place presents a picture of devasta- 
tion. 

At Orchestra, the road for* 
considerable distance was exca- 
vated by the waters to the depth 
of four feet, in as straight a lias** 
if drawn by a rule, and hundreds 
of feet of earth thrown up, which 
form an excellent embankment. 

-—Inundation atBrentforst* 
Immense destruction op Pm* 

PERTY, AND LOSS OF llFB.— CoT 

siderable excitement prevaiW 
throughout the western portion of 
the suburbs, in consequence of the 
circulation of a report, that during 
the night of the 16th, a most fear- 
ful inundation had occurred ii the 
town of Brentford, occasioned by 
the bursting of the banks and locb 
on the Grand Junction Canal* 
which had been attended by the 
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' ft destruction of property to the value 
j* 1 of nearly 100,000/., and tbe car- 
srta lying away of several houses by 
the stream, as well as the loss of 
many lives* 

is* The Grand Junction Canal joins 
:k a? the fiver Thames southward of the 
fii* town of New Brentford, running 
is# at the rear of the town on the 
rib south for some hundred yards, 
Isa* when, turning short to the right, 
it divides New Brentford from 
jsi t Isleworth parish at Brentford-end, 
and proceeds on towards Southall. 
$ii On the north ride of the high 
f ii road, which crosses the canal by 
0 } means of a strongly-built stone 
[Isg* bridge, it is joined by the river 
Brent, which passes thence through 
Hanwell, Perivale, &c., towards 
* Harrow, and the immense body of 
jj, t land- water occasioned by the rapid 
thaw which poured down from the 
^ country, swelling the stream of the 
J Brent, caused the catastrophe. 

. n \ The water Was first observed to 

be riowly rising about b&lf-past 
, j twelve o’clock on tbe night of 
Saturday the 15th, but no fears of 
an inundation being entertained 
(0 by the persons residing near, they 

‘ 0 retired to rest, little dreaming that 

^ they would be so soon aroused 

u from their slumbers. Towards two 

^ o’clock, however, police-constable 

(J Smith, T 60, who was on duty 

^ near the bridge, ^ observing the 

^ water still increasing and rushing 

{i with great force to the Thames, 

P awakened some of the boatmen 

, belonging to wbat are called 

\ u monkey boats,” large numbers 

J of which were moored off the dif- 

(j ferent wharfs abutting on the 

^ canal, and cautioned them to be 

^ on the alert for their own security. 

I At that time, and even up to lialf- 

j past three o’clock of Sunday mom* 

j mg, immediate danger was not 

, apprehended, but a few minutes 


before four o’clock a loud noise 
was beard to the north of the 
town, which momentarily ap- 
proached nearer and nearer ,* and 
it was soon ascertained that the 
narrow stream of the Brent had 
swollen into a mighty river, and 
overflowing its banks, was pouring 
itself into the already increased 
waters of the canal. Numbers of 
boats, barges, and lighters, were 
instantly torn from their moorings, 
and driven with great force through 
the bridge, towards the Thames. 
At the same instant, also, the ac- 
cumulated waters having over- 
flowed all the premises north of 
the high road, burst with frightful 
force through two avenues by tbe 
houses of Mr. Brasher, near the 
bridge, and Mr. Farrell, directly 
opposite the church, filling the 
lower rooms of the houses. The 
police immediately sprang their 
rattles, and lost no time in awaken- 
ing the inhabitants to a sense of 
their danger; and where some were 
too deeply buried in sleep to be 
aroused by the knocking, they 
forced the doors open. It is im- 
possible to describe the scene at that 
moment Men, women, and chil- 
dren, many of them in their night 
clothes, were running in all direc- 
tions for places of shelter, while 
the roaring of the water, added to 
the screams of the terrified in- 
habitants of the boats, and of the 
individuals inhabiting the nume- 
rous cottages running south of the 
town down to the water ride, were 
most appalling. In a very short 
time, all the houses at that portion 
of the town were flooded ; and there 
is no doubt that the whole, not only 
of New Brentford, but also of Old 
Brentford, would shortly have been 
under water, had the stream not 
found itself an outlet at the bottom 
of Church-alley, by razing the wall 
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of $he extensile nursery grounds 
of Messrs. Ronalds, and another 
Vrall at the southern extremity of 
the grounds, by which it joined 
the canal near its outlet to the 
Thames. 

Above the bridge the damage 
was not so extensive as below it. 
Belqw the bridge, a short distance 
on the right, five large barges were 
driven by the force of the water 
against the wharf of Mr. Fowler, 
an extensive wharfinger at Brent- 
ford-end, and swamped, some lying 
over others. They were laden 
with 1,300 quarters of com and 
p5Q quarters of linseed ; but it was 
fearer to the mouth of the outlet 
pf the Thames that the greatest 
damage was done, and a scene pf 
shipwreck unparalleled sp far in- 
Japd presented itself The spot in 
question is at the bottom of the 
Boqr's Head yard, p turning lead- 
ing frpjn the high road, nearly op- 
posite to the market-place, down 
to the canal. Off this spot t]ie 
panel passes through some meq- 
dpiys, and there is a foot bridge 
across it, and near that bridge 
were piled U P cr8L ft various de- 
scriptions to the number it is said 
of fifteen. There would no doufit 
have beep more, had pot the pres- 
sure of the water forced down a 
large portion of the wall of the 
gropnds pf the duke of Northum- 
berland, by which the pent-up 
watpr obtained an outlet, carrying 
with it four or five barges. Some 
pf these vessels were topsy-turvy, 
others werp on their sides, and 
portions of five could be distinctly 
seep above the water, piled on the 
top of each other. 

At other parts of the canal 
several barges and lighters foun- 
dered, and many sunk. The barge 
« Susan,” the property of M r . 
Scbeel, lighterman, of North Hyde, 


near {Southall, was kuopW to 
pieces, and the body of one of tie 
persons on board of her, wefl 
william Spruce, about seventeen 
years of age, was picked up, jam- 
med between the rails at toe bot- 
tom of Catberine-wheel-yard, co- 
vered by some tarpaulin. It wis 
immediately conveyed by the police 
to the Catherine-wheel public- 
house, in the high road, to await* 
coroner s inquest. 

20. Aceinpw on tub Own- 

CESTER AND BlRVINGHAR Rxiir 
way. — A railway accident of * 
serious nature occurred on ite 
Gloucester and Birmingham fe 
which proved fata] to one of the 
company's stokers. It appear? the 
five o’clock dowq train from Bir- 
mingham, shortly after passing 
Eckington, came ip contact with 
a large mass of earth and grave), 
which had slipped from P®* 
bankment gt the side, and faQfln 
across tfie line. The engine and 
teqder were immediately thrown 
off the rajls, dragging with them 
the train, which consisted of seve- 
ral carriages. The engine was 
driven with great violence into 
the bank, and broken to pieces; 
but excepting the damage which 
the springs of the carriages re- 
ceived from the concussion, the 
whole of them escaped injury. 
The engineer was thrown to some 
distance into the road, and so es- 
caped with a few slight bruises, 
but the stoker, who at the time 
would seem to nave been standing 
on the platform between the en- 
gine and tender, unfortunately fell 
between the two machines, and 
had both his legs broken. A 58 * 5 *' 
ance having been procured, the 
carriages were got again upon the 
rails, and the train proceeded on 
its journey, but did not, in con- 
sequence of the delay, reaoh the 
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n # Lansdowne station until near ele- 
xiris ren o'clock— full three hours after 
its time. None of the passengers, 

jut happily, sustained the slightest 

injury. The unfortunate stoker 
tin was conveyed to the Gloucester I n- 

.tsk firmary, where he expired shortly 

n j after his arrival. 

22. A deplorable event occurred 
at Portachulia, in Clare Island. 
:>4 ; Two boats, returning to port, were 
overset by a sea in attempting to 
land, and the entire crew of one 
^ boat, consisting of Phelim Toole, 
J ji Patrick Toole, Edmond Toole, Pe- 
’. 5 i ter M alley, and Charles Malley, 
^ were drowned, and two men of 
the other boat, P. Needham, and 
[j Dominick Bradshaw, only, escaped, 
,..'j and Ant. O’Donel, Peter O'Donel, 
^ ; Patrick Needham, and M ichael Co- 

^ nolly were drowned — making in 
all nine fishermen lost, who have 
‘ jgj left many widows and orphans to 
; t deplore their loss* 

^ 23. About seven o'clock in the 

morning a most distressing acci- 
dent occurred off Vauxhall bridge, 
attended with the loss of ope fife 
^ and the narrow escape of* a second. 
^ It appears that on the afternoon 
^ of Friday a barge named the Three 
' Brothers, belonging to Mr. Robert 

^ Mallett, of College-street, Ped- 

^ lar's-acre, the individual whp per- 
, isbed, had been tip to the ballast 
machine off the Red-house, Bat- 
’ . tereea, for ballast. Ip this barge 
were the deceased and a lighter? 

- ' man, of the name of Robert Cane. 
1 They left the ballast machine he- 
9 1 tween five and six o'clock, and were 
V fuming down very slowly, while, 

* at a short distance off, in another 
I barge was William Mallett, bro- 
j ther of the deceased, who was 
\ loaded in a similar manner. On 
j nearipg the bridge, the Three Bro- 

• there by some means was too far 
^ spMthward, when, in the 'attempts 


is 

made by the deceased and Cape to 
get into the proper current, the 
stern of the barge got into a dan- 
gerous whirlpool, which is well 
known to those whose business is 
on the river. In an instant the 
barge whirled round, apd came 
with a tremendous force against 
the abutments pf one of the arches, 
and instantly went down. The 
deceased at that instant was making 
a back stroke, when, being thrown 
off, the handle of the oar appeared 
to strike him a violent blow pp the 
chest. The feelings of the bro- 
ther, who was within sixty yards, 
can be better imagined than de- 
scribed, for he saw his brother in 
the water without being able to 
render the slightest assistance. 
The deceased struggled but P few 
seconds before he sank to rue no 
more. Cane swam ashore in a very 
exhausted condjtipn. 

23. Death of Hatfield the 
Lunatic. — James Hatfield, who 
was tried at the Old Bajley, in the 
month of September, 1802, for 
firing a loaded pistol, in Drury- 
lane theatre, at his majesty king 
George III., and acquitted pn the 
ground of insanity, died in Beth- 
lehem Hospital, in the 69th year 
of his age. 

24. Collision at Sea. — Two 
Vessels Lost. — Intelligence was 
received in the city of the total 
loss of the schooner Robert, of 
Goole, and the Hunter, of Sun- 
derland, (a trader) with a cargo 
valued at 5,000/.* which occurred 
on the night of Supday, the 24th, 
in the North Sea, by the vessels 
coming into collisiop. The disaster 
took place near Iqpey Dowsing 
sands, some distance from Brid- 
lington Bay, a seaport situate in 
East Yorkshire, at abopt half-past 
ten o’clock. From the particulars 
received, it appears that at the 
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time the wind was blowing a gale 
from the westward, and the night 
was extremely dark. The Hunter, 
which was a fine-built vessel, left 
the Thames for Sunderland in the 
early part of last week, and at the 
period above-mentioned was bear- 
ing under press of sale at a rate, 
it is supposed, of seven or eight 
miles an hour. The other vessel, 
the schooner Robert, was on her 
voyage from Goole to London, and 
was proceeding at a similar rate. 
It is stated, there was a good look- 
out kept on both sides, and that 
they did not perceive each other 
until within 200 yards ; and al- 
though the crews strained every 
nerve to avoid a collision, they 
came in contact with tremendous 
force. The collision must have 
been truly awful; tbe hulls of both 
were driven in, and it was a con- 
siderable time before they could be 
extricated from each other; and, 
on that being effected, it was dis- 
covered that both were sinking. 
The consternation that ensued 
amongst those on board each ves- 
sel can be better imagined than 
described. Some were asleep in 
their berths at the time, and were 
compelled to rush upon deck in 
their night clothes. The boats of 
each vessel were as quickly as pos- 
sible lowered into the sea, which 
being done, the crew threw what 
little property they could save into 
them, and then got in themselves. 
The masters were the last on board. 
Within ten minutes after, both 
vessels went down headforemost in 
deep water. The crews kept close 
together, and in the course of the 
night were picked up by the brig 
Halifax, from Newhaven, Captain 
Jones, master, who treated them 
with great humanity, and safely 
put them on shore at Bridling- 
ton. 


26 . Opening of Parlumbst. 
—An immense concourse of per- 
sons assembled upon occasion of 
her majesty’s opening parliament 
in person. Long before two 
o’clock the whole line from Bud* 
ingham palace, through St. James’* 
park, along Whitehall, and Parlia- 
ment-street, leading to the home 
of lords, was one continuous mss 
of the inhabitants of the metro* 
polis, and of all classes. The win* 
dows of the houses in Parliament- 
street, Whitehall, and Richmond* 
terrace, were occupied by fashion* 
ably dressed ladies, while on Rich- 
mond- terrace and on the steps at the 
base of the duke of York's column 
were immense bodies of people. 
About tbe time that her majesty left 
Buckingham palace the sun shone 
forth and the clouds dispersed, 
which tended much to enliven the 
gorgeous spectacle. The cortege 
consisted of five carriages, contain- 
ing the attendants upon royalty, 
and the state carriage, in which 
were her majesty and prince Al- 
bert, who sat on her right, and the 
master of the horse. The queen's 
body guard was formed of the royal 
horse guards (blue). When the 
queen’s carriage reached the outside 
of tbe marble portico, her majesty 
was most enthusiastically cheered, 
and the same demonstration of re- 
spect continued throughout the pro- 
gress of our sovereign to the house 
of lords. Her majesty’s return to 
Buckingham palace was hailed with 
demonstrations similar to those be* 
stowed upon her approach to the 
house of lords. After her majesty 
entered Buckingham palace the 
military left the park, the various 
divisions of the police soon followed, 
and shortly after the park was 
cleared of the mass of pereons with 
which it was thronged. 

—Antiquities.— T he Commerce 
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rs ® « states, that a curious discovery has 
? a*s* : been made near Amaral, in the de- 
1 cjfl ® p 8 rtment of the Meu rthe, highly in- 
ykt teresting to antiquaries. A plough- 
lm f man having broken the sock of his 
k ^ plough against an enormous stone, 
the proprietor of the field was ad- 
'zdA vised to make an excavation round 
the stone, and having done so, 
discovered a deep cave, in which 
ts a s were found five stone coffins filled 
1 j& 3 with skeletons ; each coffin mea- 
aa# sured two yards in length and one 
db yard in breadth. Not Far from the 
same place was found a small piece 
of money, on which was stamped 
s i £0 the Word 44 Moussa/' An antiquary 
fills who has examined this coin states, 
{jjgt; that an Arab chief, named Moussa, 
: jsff tf carried his victorious arms into the 
,&# south of France in the year 712 ; 

$£ i and, according to the Arabian his- 
jij t toriaus, Moussa intended, after 
having subdued France, to return 
to Damascus, to the Califf Valid 
.$t his master, by crossing through 
^ ; Germany, the Dardanelles, and 
If Asia Minor, threatening to convert 
$ the Mediterranean in to a large lake, 
fri which would serve as a mode of 
ji communication with the different 
% provinces of his gigantic empire. 

■,a These ambitious schemes were 
"jji thwarted by the resistance of Eudes, 
duke of Aquitania, in 724. Those 

0 tombs, those coffins, and this Ara- 
$ bian coin struck in the name of 
t Moussa, appear to countenance the 
4 idea that this Arabian chief had 

attempted to realise his plans of 
^ conquest 

1 25. Suicide op a Sentinel in 
, Chatham Dockyard. — An in- 
i quest took place at Chatham, be- 
; fare Mr. Hind, coroner, on view 
j of the body of Joseph Martin 

Lakton, aged 31, a private belong- 
ing to tbe 80th regiment, who 
committed self-destruction under 
the following dreadful circumstan- 
Vol. LXXXUI. 


ces : — From the statements made 
by the several witnesses examined, 
it appeared that on Sunday night 
last, a detachment of the 80th re- 
giment, quartered in Chatham 
garrison, were on duty in the 
dockyard. The deceased was one 
of the party. At about a quarter 
before three o’clock on Monday 
morning, the guard at the guard- 
house in the yard was alarmed by 
the discharge of fire-arms. He 
immediately gave information to 
tbe officer on duty, who directly, 
with a party of men, proceeded to 
ascertain the cause. On arriving 
at Anchor-wharf, they were sur- 
prised at not perceiving the sentry 
at his post, and, on search being 
made, they discovered him (the 
deceased) lying in the sentry-box 
covered with blood, which was 
gushing forth from wounds in his 
stomach and back of the neck. 
Medical assistance was instantly 
sent for, and the deceased was 
carried to the guard-house, when 
he was found to be dead. It fur- 
ther appeared that the deceased 
had shot himself, by placing the 
muzzle of his musket to his chest, 
and touching the trigger with the 
bayonet. The ball entered the pit 
of the stomach, passing out at the 
hack of the neck, and through the 
top of the sentry-box. The jury 
returned a verdict of “ Insanity/' 
30. Fire. — Between three and 
four o’clock in the morning, the 
inhabitants of Tothill-street, West- 
minster, and its vicinity, were 
aroused from their beds, and thrown 
into tbe utmost consternation and 
alarm, by the sudden outbreak of 
one of the most serious fires that 
ever occurred in such a crowded 
neighbourhood. At the hour above 
mentioned, one of those unfortu- 
nate women by whom the Almonry 
is inhabited (situate at the south 
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side of Tothill- street) discovered 
the appearance of flame burning in 
the premises of Mr. Rowland Ames, 
tool-maker, whose warehouses, and 
workshops, &c., form an extensive 
range of building on the south 
side of the Almonry, the entrance 
being by gates from a narrow street 
at the back. The moment the 
flames were discovered, an alarm 
was given ; a strong detachment 
of the B division of police hastened 
to the spot, and were almost im- 
mediately followed by the arrival 
of several fire-engines. While aid 
was thus momentarily arriving, and 
before any of the engines could be 
brought into play, the flames 
gained great ascendancy, and ap- 
peared to be making their way to- 
wards an adjoining timber-yard, 
where, had the enormous stacks of 
wood once become ignited there is 
scarcely any doubt that the whole 
of the Almonry, and several streets 
and narrow thoroughfares adjoin- 
ing, would have been entirely laid 
waste ; and it was only by the 
extraordinary exertions of the fire 
brigade, aided by the police, that 
the flames were confined within 
narrower limits. In spite of every 
effort, they continued to rage with 
great fury until about five o’clock, 
when the roofs of the workshops 
and warehouses, &c., fell in, all 
the property that was on the pre- 
mises, to the amount of 1,500/., 
having been completely destroyed. 

— Interesting Antique — 
Head of a Roman Standard.— 
A curious bronze centaur (fixed on 
a square socket), evidently Cbiron 
with the young Achilles riding 
behind him, and a pard or panther 
leaping up in front of the group, 
was lately found on the beach 
under the cliffs, near Sidmouth. 
It had apparently been washed up 
by the sea, and must have been a 


long time subjected to the attrition 
of a gravelly bed of marine pebbles, 
perhaps for many ages. The group 
is about eight inches in height, and 
evidently formed the top of a Ro- 
man standard or ensign. It is 
considered by an able and learned 
antiquary to have been the stand- 
ard of the second legion in the 
reign of the great Roman-British 
emperor and admiral, Carausius, 
about 294 a. d., and to have been 
lost from some galley that was 
wrecked on the coast, or perhaps 
in opposing some descent either 
from Gaul, or the aggressions of 
the Saxon rovers in ms time, by 
troops from the neighbouring posts 
at Sidbury (Tidortis) or Black- 
bury, near Wiscombe park. This 
legion was at that time called Par- 
thica, and, the centaur appears 
on five of that emperor’s coins as 
recording these troops. 

— The late Dr. Simpson, of 
Worcester, who lately died at the 
venerable age of 85, has bequeathed 
the munificent sum of 15,000/. to 
the King’s College of Aberdeen, 
where he received his university 
education ; the sum of 500/. to the 
parish of Keith, and the like sum 
to that of Rothes, of which he was 
a native. The interest of the two 
latter sums is to be given to the 
parochial teachers of the respective 
parishes. 

Loss of Life in Naval Ac- 
tions. — The naval actions of the 
English have been always remark- 
able for the comparative small loss 
of life with which they have been 
gained ; and in the estimation of 
the country this bos always formed 
a principal feature of the public 
triumph. The loss at Acre was 
the smallest ever known in an 
affair of such magnitude ; and, de- 
cisive as the victory was, it must 
be regarded with ^creased con- 
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gratulation, from its offering a 
i nope that war (if such must come) 
may yet be carried on with dimin- 
, > iahed sacrifices to humanity. The 
following statement of the losses 
) in the great principal actions since 
the beginning of the great war of 
the French Revolution, illustrates 
this subject. In lord Howe's ac- 
tion of the 1st of June, 1794, 
there were 26 sail of the line en< 

. * gaged, with 17,000 men. The 
total of the killed and wounded 
amounted to 1,078. In lord Brid* 
port’s action of the 23rd of June, 

| 1795, there were 14 sail of the 

line, with 10,000 men. The killed 
and wounded were 144. In lord 
St. Vincent’s action there were 15 
* sail of the line, with 10,000 men. 

* t The killed and wounded were 300. 
^ In lord Duncan's action, October, 

1797, them were 1 6 sail (including 
two 50's) with 8,000 men. The 
; killed and wounded were 751. In 
lord Nelson's battle of the Nile, 
1st of August, 1798, there were 14 
| sad, with 8,000 men. The killed 
and wounded were 895. In lord 
Nelson's attack on Copenhagen, 
M 2nd of April, 1801, there were 11 
sail of the line and five frigates, 
with 17,000 men. The killed and 
wounded were 1,524. In lord Nel- 
son’s battle of Trafalgar, 21st of 
‘ October, 1805, there were 27 sail, 
with 17,000 men. The killed and 
wounded were 1,524. In lord Ex- 
mouth's attack on Algiers there 
were five sail of the line and five 
frigates, with 5,000 men. The 
killed were 818. At Acre the loss 
amounted only to 16 killed and 

* 41 wounded. 


FEBRUARY. 

2 Walsall Election. — The 
election for this borough ter- 


minated in the return of Mr. W. 
E. Gladstone, the conservative 
candidate : at the close of the poll 
the numbers stood— for Gladstone 
362 ; for Smith 335 ; majority 
27. Some disturbances took place 
during the polling, and the Scots 
Grays were called in, but no col- 
lision with the mob occurred. 

— Awful Fire. — A ve#y disas- 
trous fire occurred at Letterkenny, 
county Derry, by which a flax-mill, 
belonging to Mr. Me Clelland, was 
destroyed, two persons burnt to 
death, and five seriously injured. 
At the time the calamitous event 
occurred there were at work in the 
mill, the owner, four men, and 
two girls— in all seven persons. 
About eight or nine o’clock one of 
the girls went out to enter the 
lantern, (which in flax-mills is 
prudently so constructed as not to 
admit of any communication with 
the interior of the mill, and there- 
fore must be entered from the out- 
side), to snuff the candle, which 
she did with her fingers, and on 
casting the snuff from her it en- 
tered a small crevice or mouse- 
hole, communicating, it would 
appear, with the floor of the mill, 
and falling through, rested on 
the very igmtable material with 
which such floors are usually co- 
vered, which immediately took fire. 
The blaze was observed by the 
owner, who instantly made an 
effort to extinguish it by throwing 
a leather apron over it, and 
thought he had succeeded, but in 
this he was mistaken, as in a second 
or two it burst forth with increased 
force, the motion of the wipers 
adding to the fury of the devour- 
ing element, and in a few minutes 
not only the flax in the mill, but 
the poor creatures themselves, who 
were covered with the waste of the 
flax, were enveloped in the flames. 

C 2 
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At this time, as all hope of getting the mill, which, after some time, 
the fire under was past, a simul- was completely subdued, hut not 
taneous rush was made to the door, before considerable damage had 1 
which unfortunately had, contrary been done to the roof and the 
to custom, been locked by the girl interior works. The sufferers 
on her return from snuffing the were conveyed as soon as possible 
candle ; and owing to the excite- to their respective homes, where 
ment consequent on their situation, immediate medical aid was ren- 
now that they were literally roast- dered by Mr. J. Rankin, surgeon, 
ing ali to, joined to the sense of R.N. One of the poor girls, aged 
suffocation at this time experienced, 1 7, died the second day after in - 
it was some time before any one of great agony ; the sufferings of her i 
them could lay his baud on the sister, who had just reached her i 
key — but this done the poor fel- 15th year the night of the cala- 
low, in his maddened eagerness to mity, were prolonged, but she also 
turn it, pulled it out of the lock was releasea from them by death, 
and let it fall, thus protracting Relic of Murat. — A Russian 
their sufferings, and rendering journal mentions the following 
their situations still more peril- historical fact: — There has been 
ous. But, as God would have it found amongst the properly of 
(a few seconds, or at most a very Colonel Tchemoaoubof, lately de- 
few minutes more, and all would ceased, a gold repeating watch, on 
have been over with them), the the case of which are engraved the 
key was found, the door unlocked, words, “ Joachim Murat, Captain 
and as many as could, rushed out, of Cavalry.*' A seal attached to 
but some of them had to return the watch bears the inscription, 
to drag out the remainder of the “Eleonora to Joachim — Forget 
sufferers, who, having been over- me not.” Tchernozoubof, in 1812, 
powered by the flame and smoke, when a simple cossack, received 
had fallen down. All got out, this watch from the king of Naples 
but so dreadfully burnt, chiefly himself, the eve of the battle of 
about the head and limbs, as to Borodino, on the following occa- 
present the most harrowing spec- sion : — Murat at the head of 
tacle of human suffering that can some squadrons of cavalry, was 
be well conceived, the faces of most driving before him a cloud of cos- 
of them presenting one mass of sacks on the road to Mojaisk. 
broiled flesh, having a cinder-like Carried away by his impetuosity, he 
appearance. The owner, on get- found himself near a group within 
ting out, cast himself on the half pistol shot The cossacks 
ground, and rolled into a small were about to fire at him, when 
stream of water which runs from Tchemoaoubof, who had recog- 
the mill ; and having thus extin- nised him, exclaimed “ Present 
guished the flames in which he arms ! hurrah ! long live the king 
was enveloped, though fearfully of the brave !” The cossacks, as- 
burnt, he struggled to reach that tonished, obeyed his command, 
part of the dam where the water is The king of Naples galloped up, 
let on to the mill, and contrived to and handed his watch to Tcher- 
turn it off the wheel, which faci- nozoubof. The Hetman Platoff 
litated the efforts now made to having been informed of this fact, 
stay the progress of the fire in conferred the rank of officer on the 
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I soldier, and created him his aide-de- 
camp. The present Hetman Vlassof 
) willed to purchase this watch in 
order to present it to the heir of the 
I imperial throne, and offered 20,000 
rubles for it; but nothing could 
persuade Tchernozoubof's family 
to part with tliis glorious relic. 

The British Troops at Chu- 
WN.— The sickness and mortality 
> among the British troops at Chu- 
san have caused the loss of ten 
1 tones more men than have fallen 
in actual combat with our singular 
enemy. The following report of 
the strength and condition of our 
force has been published in the 
Canton Register : 

i Landed . . . 3,660 troops. 

I Strong. 

18th or Royal Irish, embarked 
from England and Ceylon . 660 
Died on the passage . . 30 

Died in Chosan . . 37— 67 

493 

8ick in the hospital . . .169 

On duty . . 324 

1 or Catneronians, embarked 

from Calcutta . . .904 

l Died on the passage . .10 

Died In Cbnsan (of whom 50 died 
in October) . . . 103—113 

, 791 

Sick in the hospital ... 651 

On duty , . 240- 

4&thor Hertfordshire, embarked 
from Calcutta ... 659 

Died on the passage . . 9 

Died in Chuaan . .41—50 

. 609 

Sick in the hospital . . .148 

On duty * . 461 

* 1.025 

Artillery Europeans, embarked 
from Madras .... 210 

Died in Chosan ... 6— 6 

204 

Sick in the hospital ... 78 

On duty . . 120— 

Total of British troops 
00 duty . 1,151 


Artillery (natives) embarked from 

Madras 79 

Sick in hospital (no deaths) • 14 

On duty . . 65 

Sappers (natives) embarked from 

Madras .... 283 
Died (of coup de soldi) . • 1 

282 

Sick in the hospital ... 56 

On duty . . 226 

Bengal Volunteer j embarked from 
Calcutta .... 888 
Died on the passage .12 
Died in Chusau . . 61 — 63 

825 

Sick in the hospital . . . 231 

On duty . . 594— 

Total native troops on 

duty . . 885 

Total British troops 

on duty . . 1,151 

Grand total 2,036 

Churn, Oct. 22, 1840. 

5. Prince Albert and the 
Liturgy. — “ At the court at 
Buckingham palace, Feb. 5 , 1841 ; 
present, the Queen’s most excel- 
lent majesty, in council. 

" Whereas by the late act of 
uniformity which established the 
liturgy, and enacts that no form 
or order of common prayer be 
openly used other than what is 
prescribed or appointed to be used 
in and by the said book, it is, not- 
withstanding, provided, that in all 
those prayers, litanies, and collects, 
which do anywise relate to the 
king, queen, or royal progeny, the 
names be altered and changed 
from time to time, and fitted to 
the present occasion, according to 
the direction of lawful authority. 
Her majesty was pleased this day 
in council to declare her royal will 
and pleasure, that in all the 
prayers, liturgies, and collects for 
the royal family, the words “ the 
prince Albert,” be inserted imme- 
diately after the words ‘‘ Adelaide, 
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the queen dowager/’ And her 
majesty doth strictly charge and 
command, that no edition of the 
common prayer be from henceforth 
printed, but with this amendment ; 
and that in the mean time, till co- 
pies of such edition may be had, all 
parsons, vicars, and curates, within 
this realm, do (for the preventing 
of mistakes), with the pen, correct 
aud amend all such prayers in 
their church books, according to 
the foregoing directions; and for 
the better notice hereof, that this 
order be forthwith printed and 
published and sent to the several 
parishes, and that the right rev. 
the bishops do take care that obe- 
dience be paid to the same ac- 
cordingly.” 

7. Destruction op Camber- 
well Old Church by Fire. — A 
few minutes before twelve o’clock a 
light was observed by a policeman 
on duty, in the gallery of this ve- 
nerable structure ; and, supposing 
from the flickering of the flame 
that thieves had broken in, he 
informed the clerk, who resides 
aiftacent to the church, of his sus- 
picions. The clerk lost no time 
in procuring the keys, and on 
opening the church-doors it was 
found that the gallery was on fire, 
near the organ. The flames, 
owing to the sudden opening of 
the door, spread with greater ra- 
pidity, and communicated to the 
organ, belfry, and the other por- 
tions of the fabric. The clerk 
then secured the books with the 
greatest difficulty, the smoke be- 
iug so dense as to nearly stifle 
him. 

The policeman raised an alarm, 
and roused up the inhabitants re. 
siding near the spot. The flames 
soon burst forth from the windows 
of the building, and presented a 
most beautiful appearance, the 


whole of the interior being one 
mass of fire. The beautiful square 
tower, with a peal of eight bells j 
the church organ, the pews, and 
the whole interior, fell a prey to 
the devouring element. About 
two o'clock tne peal of bells fell 
with a loud crash, and were 
soon after followed by the roof, 
and nothing was left standing 
but the bare walls of this im- 
mense edifice, which was capable 
of holding between 1,000 and 
2,000 persons. The fire was 
allowed to bum out unchecked, 
for no water could be procured 
from any source to work the en- 
gines which speedily arrived from 
London. 

9. Accident to his Royal 
Highness Prince Albert.— 
About ten o’clock, as his royal 
highness prince Albert was skating 
on the spacious water in the 
grounds of Buckingham palace, his 
royal highness unfortunately passed 
over some rotten ice, which imme- 
diately broke under him, and he 
was immersed to the chin in water. 
The queen was a spectator of the 
accident, and was for a time 
greatly alarmed, but with great 
firmness, extricated his royal high- 
ness from his awkward predica- 
ment, with the only assistance of 
one of the ladies of the court. 

10. Christening of the Prin- 
cess Royal. — The ceremony of 
christening her royal highness the 
princess Royal was performed in 
Buckingham palace with every 
state and solemnity befitting the 
occasion. 

In front of, aud a short distance 
from, the altar was placed the font, 
new for the occasion, very elegant 
in its form, and exquisitely fi- 
nished. Its base is divided into 
three compajrtments, one bearing 
the arms of her royal highness the 
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princess royal, in a lozenge, with 
supporters, and surmounted by her 
royal highness's coronet, the others 
having the arms of her majesty 
8nd prince Albert embossed. Over 
the coat of arms are cherubs exe- 
cuted in full relief. The body of 
the font takes the form of the 
water-lily, and supports a large 
shell, the rim of which, on the 
inside, has small water lilies float- 
ing on the edge. 

The font is of silver gilt, and 
the water which it contained, and 
which was used for the ceremony, 
was brought from the river Jordan. 
The font was placed on a hand- 
some circular table of marble, 
^having the royal arms executed in 
Mosaic at the top. The table itself 
stood on a small raised platform 
placed on a large carpet of crim- 
son velvet extending to the seats 
reserved for the illustrious sponsors 
and visitors. The carpet was em- 
broidered with gold at the angles, 
and had also a deep gold border. 
Candelabra on gilt pedestals were 
on either side of the altar, and 
within the alcove were two cut glass 
chandeliers ; another chandelier of 
the largest size was hung in the 
middle of the room, and cande- 
labra on pedestals richly carved 
and gilt lined the sides of the 
apartment. The seats for the com- 
pany were of crimson satin damask 
and gold. 

His grace the archbishop of 
Canterbury performed the cere- 
mony of christening the princess 
royal, assisted by the archbishop of 
York, the bishop of London, the 
h»hop of Norwich, and the dean 
of Carlisle. The duke of Welling- 
ton officiated as sponsor on the 
part of his serene highness the 
dnke of Saxe Cobourg and Gotha. 
The other sponsors were her ma- 
jesty the queen dowager, her royal 


highness the duchess of Gloucester, 
her royal highness the duchess of 
Kent, his majesty the king of the 
Belgians, and his royal highness 
the duke of Sussex. The illus- 
trious party were ranged round 
the altar, and the duke and prince 
George of Cambridge, and prince 
Edward of Saxe Weimar also oc- 
cupied places in front. The mis- 
tress of the robes and the great 
officers of state were behind her 
majesty and prince Albert. 

When the archbishop of Can- 
terbury came to that part of the 
ceremony for naming the princess, 
her royal highness was given into 
his hands by her nurse. Her 
majesty the queen dowager then 
named her royal highness 
VICTORIA ADELAIDE 
MARY LOUISA. 

After the baptism the princess 
was returned to her nurse. 

The service being concluded, the 
party retired, and shortly after- 
wards the whole of the company 
who had witnessed or officiated at 
the ceremony, went to dinner, 
which was served in the picture 
gallery, the band of the royal re- 
giment of horse guards, who were 
there in attendance, playing “ God 
save the queen," as the different 
members of the royal family en- 
tered the gallery. 

— Fatal Accident on the 
Grand Junction Railway. — A 
frightful concussion took place at 
the Whitmore station, between the 
Manchester and Liverpool goods 
trains this morning, which was 
unhappily attended with the loss 
of the life of one individual and 
the destruction of a score or more 
fat pigs, in addition to the break- 
ing to piecemeal of the waggons 
containing them. It appears that 
the up-luggage from Manchester 
and Liverpool is sometimes con- 
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veyed in one train, but oftener by 
two. The trains arrive in War- 
rington about the same time, and 
there the business of sorting the 
waggons, so as for each to be left 
at the proper station on the line, 
takes place. One train is de- 
spatched as soon as it can be got 
ready, and, in pursuance of the 
regulations of the company, the 
other is detained an hour or more, 
so as to remove as far as possible 
the danger attending a collision. 
On the previous evening (Wednes- 
day) the weather had changed 
from a dry frost to a heavy sleet, 
which covered the rails with ice of 
full an eighth of an inch in thick- 
ness. This rendered them ex- 
ceedingly slippery, and much re- 
tarded the rate of travelling on the 
line. The Manchester train, which 
consisted of upwards of twenty 
waggons, propelled by the Wildfire 
engine, left Warrington at twenty 
minutes past eleven o’clock at 
night, and the Liverpool train, 
consisting of nearly fifty waggons, 
propelled by two engines, the Bri- 
areus and Charon, at half-past one 
on Thursday morning (10th). The 
Manchester train, owing to the 
state of the line, was much re- 
tarded in its progress, and did not 
reach this station until twenty- 
seven minutes past four o’clock. 
The Liverpool train made much 
better speed, the obstructions caused 
by the ice on the rails being in 
some degree counteracted by the 
placing of two carriage loads of 
pigs and one luggage waggon 
loaded before the engines, and to 
this are attributed the fatal conse- 
quences that followed, it being 
generally believed that the luggage 
in front of the engines prevented 
the engineers from seeing the line 
before them, as they ought to have 
done. The Manchester train had 


two signal lamps attached to the 
last waggon, and while standing at 
the station here an alarm was 
given, at somewhat about twenty 
minutes to five o’clock, that the 
Liverpool train was advancing at 
a rapid rate on the same line as 
that on which the Manchester 
train was standing. Samuel Judd, 
one of the men employed about 
the station, called out most lustily, 
and did all in his power towards 
intimating to the engine-men of 
both trains their extremely danger- 
ous position. Whether the en- 
gineers of the Liverpool train saw 
the Manchester train or not is a 
matter of doubt, but certain it is 
their speed was not sufficiently 
slackened, and, aided by the de- 
scent of the line at this particular 
8 pot, they came with frightful 
force against the waggons of the 
Manchester train. Both engines 
were slightly damaged; the two 
pig waggons were smashed to 
atoms, and, with the pigs, strewed 
about the line in every direction. 
One of the pig-drivers, James 
Nester, from Telsh, county Ros- 
common, was found amongst the 
pigs with his face covered with 
blood, one thigh broken, and other- 
wise injured. He was conveyed 
with all possible care to the rail- 
way-office, and an express sent to 
Newcastle for medical assistance, 
but the poor fellow never spoke, 
and just about the time of the 
arrival of Mr. Tait, the surgeon, 
tie breathed his last. The other 
driver was also injured, but not so 
much so as to prevent his being 
removed to the infirmary at Staf- 
ford. Twenty-five of the pigs 
were killed by the concussion. The 
luggage waggons were onlyslightly 
injured, and, strange to say, the 
engineers kept their places on the 
engines, and were not hurt* 
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15. East Surrey Election. — 
The under-sheriff, Mr. Potter, hav- 
ing concluded his labours for the 
election of a member to serve in 
parliament for the eastern division 
of the county of Surrey, in the 
room of the late member, captain 
Alsager, announced to the electors 
assembled in the town -hail of 
Croydon, that the numbers at the 
final close of the poll were as fol- 
lows: — 

For Mr. Antrobus (conser- 
vative) 2,635 

For Mr. Alcock (whig) ... 1,436 

Majority 1,199 

And he then declared Edmund 
Antrobus, Esq., of Cheam, duly 
elected one of the knights of the 
shire to serve in the present par- 
liament for the eastern division of 
the county of Surrey. 

The following was the state of 
the poll at the different polling 
places 


Antrobus. Alcock. 


Kennington 

423 

248 

Bermondsey 

362 

251 

Camberwell ... 

313 

156 

Wandsworth ... 

353 

255 

Croydon 

479 

217 

Kingston 

346 

160 

Reigate ... ... 

359 

149 


Totals ... 2,635 1,436 
Majority for Antrobus 1,199. 

19. Collision at Sea.— Dread- 
tijl loss or Life.— I t is impos- 
sible to describe the sensation pro- 
duced all over the country by the 
following disaster : — 

The American ship Governor 
Fenner, captain Andrews, which 
sailed from Liverpool on Friday 
the 18th, at noon, for New York, 
came in contact on the following 
morning, at two o'clock, off Holy- 
bead, with the Nottingham steamer, 


from Dublin for Liverpool. The 
ship struck the steamer amidships. 
So great was the force of the col- 
lision that the ship's bows were 
stove in, and in a few minutes 
from the time of the vessels coming 
in contact she sank, the captain 
and the mate being the only per- 
sons out of 124 souls on hoard who 
saved their lives. The Nottingham 
was dreadfully shattered, but hav- 
ing been struck in her strongest 
part, the collision was not fatal to 
her. 

Captain Andrews gives this ac- 
count of this disaster 

“ We sailed from Liverpool on 
Friday last at noon, with the wind 
at S.S.W. The crew consisted of 
seventeen, and the passengers in 
the steerage amounted to 106. We 
had a full cargo of manufactured 
goods. On Saturday morning, at 
two o’clock, the wind blowing 
fresh from the S.S.W., and when 
the ship was under double- reefed 
topsails, the gib, spanker, and 
mainsail in, saw a steamer to wind- 
ward on the larboard bow. The 
ship’s helm was instantly put hard- 
a-port. The steamer crossed our 
bow, and we struck her right 
amidships. From the force of the 
collision, it was evident that either 
the ship or the steamer would sink, 
or perhaps both. Instantly I felt 
that the ship, the bows of which 
were stove in, was sinking. I 
cried out to the crew (all the pas- 
sengers were below) to endeavour 
to save their lives. They, instead 
of running forward, through fear, 
ran aft. My first object was to 
endeavour to save the crew and 
passengers ; hut, so rapid was the 
sinking of the ship, I found it im- 
possible to do anything to accom* 
plish that object. I and the mate 
then ran forward, and, finding the 
ship fast sinking, I tried to jump 
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on to the steamer. Failing in my 
first attempt, through a momentary 
faintness, I made a second, and, 
just as the ship was at the water's 
edge, succeeded in grasping a rope 
which was hanging over the steam- 
er's side. The mate saved his life 
by jumping from the fore-yard- 
arm on to the steamer’s deck. In 
one minute the ship sank, with 
sixteen of her crew and all the 
passengers, amounting together to 
122 souls. The steamers boat 
was instantly lowered, for the pur- 
pose of making an attempt to save 
such of the crew and passengers as 
might be floating, but it unfortu- 
nately swamped alongside." 

The wreck of the Governor 
Fenner was fallen in with the 
next morning by the Birmingham 
steamer, about sixteen miles from 
the Skerries, apparently split into 
two parts, and the cargo entirely 
washed out. Captain Church went 
on board the wreck. He found two 
men in the rigging, quite dead, 
though apparently not long so. 
The stern of the vessel was gone. 

Receding of the Sea. — It is 
said that the sea is receding so ra- 
pidly from the bay of Bourg Neut, 
that the remaius of an English 
ship of war, mounting sixty-four 
guns, which was lost on an oyster- 
bank called Les Retraites des (Eu- 
vres, whilst in pursuit of a French 
ship in 1752, is now to be found in 
the midst of a cultivated plain. In 
calculating the depth of the water 
where this vessel struck with its 
present level, it will be found that 
the depth of the sea has diminished 
at least fifteen feet. 

Indian Mails. — The rapid 
transmission of the Indian post 
overland, and the difference of 
opinion as to the speediest and 
most eligible route, render the 
following particulars of the stages 
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on the route by the Persian Gulf 
and the Euphrates very interest- J 

tog : — * 

An extra mail despatched from 
Bombay vid the Persian Gulf, on 1 

the 3rd of December last, in the 
Berenice steamer, captain Lowe, 
reached London on Wednesday 
under the charge of Mr. Charles 
Calvert, of Malta. This mail de- 
parted from Bombay Dec. 3rd, at 
5 40 p. m. ; arrived at Muscat, 

Dec. 8, at 10 15 a.m.; departed 
from Muscat, Dec. 9, at 11 a.m.; 
arrived at Karrack, Dec. 12, at 10 
a.m. ; departed from Karrack, Dec. 

13, at 11 40 a.m.; arrived at Bus- 
sorah, Dec, 15, at 6 30 a.m. ; de- 
parted from Bussorah, Dec. 15, at , 
11 25 a.m. ; arrived at Bagdad, 

Dec. 22, at 1 1 30 a.m. ; departed 
from Bagdad, Dec. 23, at 7 30. 
a.m. ; arrived at Constantinople, 

Jan. 22, at 9 a.m. ; departed from 
Constantinople, Jan. 28, at 2 p.m. 
having been detained six days and 
five hours in that city to wait for 
the French levant packet. 

— Suicide at Blackfriars- 
bridge. — Mr. Payne held an in- 
quest at St. Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital, on the body of Thomas 
Henman, aged 26, a compositor. 

William Brown, of 53, Salisbury- 
street, Bermondsey, said, that on 
Monday evening he was crossing 
Blackfriars-bridgc, when he saw 
deceased tap a gentleman on the 
shoulder, and having said “ follow 
me," cross the bridge. He then 
jumped on to one of the seats in a 
recess on the bridge, and flung him- 
self over the battlement into the 
river. Witness looked over the 
bridge, and seeing deceased strug- 
gling in the water, he gave an 
alarm to a waterman, who suc- 
ceeded in saving deceased from 
drowning. 

Mr. Hutchinson, surgeon, of 
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' m Farringdon-street, said he was 

called to see deceased at the police- 
station, Black-horse-court, Fleet- 
street, but the proper conveniences 
^ ( for restoring suspended animation 
^ not being there, he caused deceased 
J to be instantly removed to the 
Glazier’s Arms (a station of the 
Humane Society), Water-lane. By 
^ using the proper restoratives for 

> three quarters of an hour, he 
“ brought deceased to life, though 
all pulsation had ceased except a 
r slight beating of the heart. His 
| left arm being broken by having 
struck against the buttress of one 
of the arches of the bridge in his 
fall, witness counselled his imme- 
f diate removal to that hospital. 

Mr. Ware, house-surgeon, said 
deceased expired on Wednesday of 
great effusion of blood in tbe chest, 
caused by six broken ribs and a 
ruptured kidney, the effects of the 
fall. 

Deceased's wife said he left home 
on Sunday evening, and she had 
> not since seen him alive. He was 
much addicted to drinking, and 
very little would excite him so 
much, that more than once before 
he had attempted to destroy him- 
self. He had told her that he 
should be out of work for the fol- 
lowing week. At the age of six- 
teen he had been in a lunatic 
asylum. 

Verdict, “ Temporary Insanity.” 

Extraordinary Experiment. 
—An experiment of a new engine 
of war, of which mention bod been 
made in parliament, and the merits 
• of which have excited much con- 
troversy, has been made in the 
grounds of Mr. Boyd, in the county 
of Essex, a few miles from town, in 
the presence of sir Robert Peel, 
air George Murray, sir Henry 
Hardinge, sir Francis Burdett, 
viscount Ingestre, colonel Garwood, 


captain Britten, captain Webster, 
and some other gentlemen. A boat 
twenty- three feet long and seven 
broad was placed in a large sheet of 
water ; it had been tbe day before 
filled in with solid timber, four 
and a half feet in depth, crossed in 
every direction, and clamped to- 
gether with eight-inch spike nails. 
This filling in was made under the 
inspection of captain Britten, who 
stated the fact to the gentlemen 
present, and also that the inventor 
never went near the workmen em- 
ployed, that no suspicion might be 
entertained of any combustible 
materials being lodged in the bold 
of the vessel. Several of the gen- 
tlemen were rowed in a punt to 
the vessel, and examined for them- 
selves, so that every doubt might 
be removed as to the cause of 
destruction being external, and 
not from the springing of any 
mine. When the different parties 
had taken up their positions, on a 
signal from the inventor, the boat 
was set in motion, and Btruck just 
abaft her starboard bow, and in- 
stantaneously scattered into a thou- 
sand fragments. At the moment 
of collision tbe water parted, and 
presented to tbe eye the appear- 
ance of a huge bowl, while upon 
its troubled surface was noticed a 
coruscation precisely resembling 
forked lightning. A column of 
water was lifted up in the air like 
a huge fountain, from which were 
projected upwards, for many hun- 
dred feet, the shattered fragments 
of the vessel, which fell many of 
them several hundred yards* dis- 
tance in the adjacent fields. The 
spectators examined many pieces, 
and found the huge nails snapped 
like carrots ; the mast looked like 
a tree riven by lightning, and, they 
assert, never before had they wit- 
nessed so sudden and c ompl ete a 
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destruction, though they had seen 
shell and rocket practice on the 
largest scale. Such seemed to be 
the unanimous opinion of all pre- 
sent. How this mighty effect was 
produced was of course not dis- 
closed to so numerous a party, but 
two naval officers present were 
perfectly aware of the mode of 
operation, and the inventor offered 
to go into details confidentially 
with one or two of the distin- 
guished officers present. In answer 
to a question from sir Henry Har- 
dinge, the inventor stated, that 
without a battering train he could 
transport on a mule's back the 
means of destroying the strongest 
fortress in Europe. No doubt this 
is very startling, but, as in every 
particular the inventor has done 
what he has undertaken to accom- 
plish, it is only fair to give him 
credit for the performance of more 
than has yet been disclosed. The 
existence of these tremendous 
powers is placed beyond all doubt, 
and the inventor asserts them to 
be completely under his control, 
which, from what was observed 
upon the present occasion, appears 
to be really the case. The instru- 
ment that wrought so terrible an 
effect, lifting into the air a boat 
weighing two and a half tons, and 
filled in with five and a half tons 
of solid timber, and displacing at 
least fourteen or fifteen tons of 
water, was only 18 lbs. weight. It 
may be handled and kicked round 
a room when charged with its 
deadly contents, so portable and at 
the same time so safe is it— a point 
of vast importance, when the daily 
accidents that are occurring from 
the detonating shells now used in 
our service are remembered. 

19 . Destruction of Wtntard, 
the Seat of the Marquess of 
lAMJDorosftRr.wThe destruction 


by fire of this princely residence 
created a general feeling of regret. 
The fire is supposed to have ori- 
ginated from one of the flues burst- 
ing in the beautiful chapel, form- 
ing part of the west wing of the 
premises, and was observed by one 
of the gamekeepers about half-past 
eleven at night. 

The alarm being immediately 
given, every exertion was made by 
his lordship's servants to arrest the 
progress of the flames, but without 
success. Mr. Hikely, the steward, 
then rode express to Stockton for 
the fire-engines there. 

On their arrival at Wynyard, 
they found the whole of the west 
wing of the mansion, comprising 
the chapel, the conservatory, and 
the spacious ball-room adjoining, 
completely in a blaze. All hands, 
with the assistance of his lordship's 
servants, and the villagers in the 
surrounding neighbourhood, in an 
instant set to work. While some 
were busily engaged in preparing 
the engines to pay on the pre- 
mises, others were no less labo- 
riously employed in removing all 
the valuables they could from the 
beautifully furnished rooms still 
untouched by the devouring ele- 
ment ; and in a short time the 
lawn on the south side of the 
building was covered with mirrors 
of large dimensions, chandeliers, 
valuable paintings, and all kinds 
of furniture of the most costly de- 
scription, besides nearly the whole 
of his lordship's extensive library, 
the volumes lying in a large heap* 
Soon after one o'clock two of 
the engines were brought to play 
upon the rapidly extending flames, 
one of them being fed by the third 
engine, advantageously stationed 
close to the edge of the large fish* 
pond, situate at about fifty yards 
from the building, the other being 
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supplied by water from tbe same 
pond carried by various persons 
in buckets. Nearly all present 
were then zealously employed in 
using their utmost endeavours to 
arrest the progress of the dames, 
hut to no purpose. ' The entire 
building, including tbe picture- 
gallery and the princely suite of 
rooms extending from the con- 
servatory to her ladyship’s boudoir , 
lined with satinwood, was in one 
general conflagration — red-hot 
rafters, beams, and cornices crack- 
ing and falling in all directions, 
and every window on all sides 
vomiting immense flames, which 
*bed a bright light around, almost 
equal in brilliance to the splendour 
•f day, while myriads of sparks 
rose from the interior of tbe build- 
ing, and then descending, fell like 
a shower of fire upon the earth. 
The scene altogether, at this time, 
was awfully grand. 

During the space of two hours 
the engines continued to play with- 
out intermission upon the advancing 
flames, but without effect. The 
fire had got too strong a hold, and, 
fiercely raging in a direction from 
west to east, first to one room and 
then to another, it appeared to be 
above all human control. 

At length, the whole of the 
broadest part of the building being 
nearly consumed, and the greatest 
part of the roof having mien in, 
the engines were removed to the 
east end of the premises, one on 
the south side, and the other on 
the north, comprising servants’ 
bed-rooms, the servants’ hall, kitch- 
ens, extensive stabling, &c. Here, 
in consequence of the building be- 
ing a great deal more narrow, it 
was imagined the engines might 
play effectively. Another attempt 
was then made to hinder the flames 
from extending further towards the 


east, and at the expiration of two 
hours more, the engines playing 
well, this part of the property was 
fortunately saved from destruc- 
tion. 

With the exception of the east 
end, the building now presented to 
the eye a complete mass of ruins, 
nothing being left standing but the 
bare walls and the noble-looking 
colonnade at the north entrance. 
The orange and other trees in the 
conservatory were burnt to a cin- 
der, and at one time, when they 
were enveloped in flames, their 
appearance was particularly sin* 
gular and imposing. 

The marquess and marchioness 
were in Italy, but returned to 
England instantly upon receiving 
intelligence of the disaster. No 
estimate can begiven of the extent 
of the loss. "Hie destruction of 
furniture, pictures, and articles of 
virtb, is inappreciable. 

20. Funeral of Sir Astley 
Cooper. — The remains of this 
celebrated surgeon were removed 
privately from his late residence in 
Conduit-street, and were imme- 
diately deposited in the large 
dining-room of Guy’s hospital. 

At twenty minutes past three 
the procession left the right wing 
of the hospital, and crossed to the 
left wing, in which the chapel is 
situate, in the following order : — 
Plume of Feathers, 

The Coffin. 

The pall supported by the eight 
following gentlemen 

Mr. Justice Patteson. 

Mr. Justice Coleridge. 

Dr. Franks. 

Mr. B. Harrison. 

Sir Robert Inglis, hart., M.P. 

Sir Henry PeUv. 

Sir C. Price, hart. 

Mr. M. Harrison. 

Chief Mourners were 
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Sir Aitley Cooper, bart. (the pre- 
sent baronet). 

Mr. Astley Cooper. 

The procession were met at the 
chapel-door by the rev. Mr. Tra- 
vers, the chaplain of the hospital, 
who read the funeral service, and, 
after the conclusion of the chapter 
from St. Paul's Epistle to the Co- 
nn tbians, the coffin was carried 
out of the chapel to be deposited 
in the vault beneath it, and into 
which the entrance is from the 
court-yard. 

22. The late Severe Wea- 
THER.^-During the late severe 
weather the crew of a mackerel 
boat, Robert Carden, master, while 
making for Plymouth, came up 
with a revenue-cutter galley, hav- 
ing on board seven men, who 
ail the time seemed resting on 
their oars. On examination it was 
found, however, that five poor fel- 
lows were frozen to death, and the 
remaining two were all but dead ; 
they were, however, attended to, 
and recovered, when they were 
towed into Plymouth by Carden's 
boat. It is said that the poor men 
hod been rowing along shore, when 
a strong breeze sprang up and 
drove them out to sea. 

23. Coroner's Inquest. — An 
inquest was held before Mr. Wak- 
ley, the coroner, and a most re- 
spectable jury, at the King's- head 
tavern, Margaret-street, Caven- 
dish-square, on view of the body 
of Mr. William West, aged 37, the 
eminent engraver of armorial bear- 
ings and heraldry, residing in the 
above street, whose death took 
place under the singular and me- 
lancholy circumstances detailed in 
the evidence. 

Mr. W. Wool, of No. 38, Mar- 
garet-street, coach-builder, said, 
lhat be bad known the deceased 
several years. He had, within the 


last five or six months, been labour- 
ing under an aberration of intel- 
lect, and was latterly under the 
charge of a keeper, confined in the 
third floor front room of his own 
house. On Saturday evening last, 
about twenty minutes past five 
o'clock, he was standing at his own 
door, conversing with a friend, 
when he was alarmed by hearing 
a loud crashing of glass. It being 
repeated, he ran into the road, and 
on looking up towards the place 
whence the sound proceeded, he 
observed the deceased gradually 
forcing himself through the squares 
of the window on the third floor of 
his house, the glass of which he 
had broken. He (witness) raised 
an exclamation of terror at the 
moment, knowing who it was, and 
the deceased’s state of mind. He 
had scarcely done so, when the 
deceased got on to the window- 
cill on his knees. He instantly 
turned over and fell, coming in 
contact in his descent with the 
balcony of the second floor, then 
the balcony of the first floor, and 
then with great force on to the 
pavement in the street. He ran to 
the deceased, and, with the help of 
his assistant, carried him into his 
own residence, quite insensible and 
apparently lifeless. Medical aid 
was immediately procured, and it 
was found that his left arm and 
leg were broken, and his head 
dreadfully injured on the left side. 
He remained totally senseless until 
half- past nine on Sunday morning, 
when be expired. 

The jury returned a verdict, 
“ That the deceased died from the 
effects of injuries received by fall- 
ing from a window ; but whether 
accidentally or wilfully, there was 
not sufficient evidence to prove." 

27. Falling of two Houses 
in Fleet-street. — Between ten 
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and eleven o’clock at night, the in- 
habitants of Fleet-street, and the 
numeron8 persons passing up and 
down the above street, were thrown 
into a state of the utmost alarm 
and consternation, by the sudden 
falling down of two houses ad- 
joining the Dispatch-office, one in 
the occupation of a Mr. Dodson, 
and the other lately occupied by 
Mr. Bundy, trunk-maker. About 
six weeks before, the back part of 
the premises of Mr. Bundy was 
destroyed by fire, and which it is 
supposed, from the age of the 
walls, tended very much to under- 
mine tbe stability of the front 
wall; but at the time the place 
was undergoing a thorough repair 
no notice was taken of the circum- 
stance ; in fact, there was not the 
slightest intimation of the accident 
until within a few minutes of its 
taking place. About ten o'clock, 
police-constable Gardiner and his 
comrade, who were on duty in 
Fleet-street, had their attention 
drawn to the house of Mr. Bundy, 
when, fearing that some accident 
was likely to occur, they prevented 
any persons from passing on the 
pavement, and alarmed the in- 
mates of the house in the occupa- 
tion of Mr. Dodson, all of whom, 
with the exception of a young man 
of the name of Myson, a tailor, 
got out. Shortly after, the front 
of Mr. Bundy's house fell out with 
a tremendous crash, bringing with 
it the front of Mr. Dodson's house, 
followed by the interior. So tre- 
mendous was tbe shock, that many 
of the inhabitants thought that the 
shaking of their houses was caused 
by an earthquake, and several of 
them rushed into the street, when 
they became acquainted with the 
cause of their alarm. 

The ruins presented a very ex- 
traordinary appearance ; for, from 


the extreme age of the buildings, 
the entire mass of brick and plaster- 
work appeared to have totally lost 
all coherence, and not one brick, 
beam, or rafter appeared attached 
to another. The two houses were 
reduced to a mere mass of rubbish. 


MARCH. 

1 . Destructive Fire at Coln- 
brook.- — Between thehoursof one 
and two o’clock in the morning, an 
alarming fire broke out in the 
Crown Inn, at Colnbrook, which 
was attended with the destruction 
of a considerable quantity of pro- 
perty. On the previous evening 
the landlady, Mrs. Burt, had placed 
some sheets to air before a fire in 
one of the bed-rooms, and when 
retiring to rest, having neglected 
to remove them, they accidentally 
caught fire, and the bedclothes and 
other inflammable matter being 
soon ignited, the flames in a short 
time had so spread over the build- 
ing, that the lives of the inmates 
were in the most imminent dan- 
ger. As soon as assistance was 
procured, messengers were imme- 
diately despatched to Windsor, and 
the borough engine, and that be- 
longing to the bank of Messrs. 
Neville, Reid, and Co., were im- 
mediately driven off to the scene 
of action by sergeant Dobson and 
a detachment of the Windsor po- 
lice. in tbe mean time the parish 
engine had arrived, and with the 
united assistance of the three en- 
gines the flames were completely 
subdued about six o'clock. 

2. Fire at the Victualling 
Yard, Deptford. — Between the 
hours of twelve and one in the 
forenoon, considerable sensation 
was created amongst the inhabit- 
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ants residing at Deptford, by the 
outbreak of an alarming tire in her 
majesty’s victualling yard, which 
for a time threatened serious con- 
sequences. It commenced in a 
large kiln (a brick building about 
thirty feet in height) used for 
preparing oats for oatmeal, and, 
when discovered, the flames were 
issuing forth from the roof with 
fearful violence. The instant that 
the discovery took place, the alarm- 
bell was rung, and the whole of 
the military, police, and labourers 
engaged in the yard, as well as in 
the royal dockyard adjoining, were 
ordered immediately to the spot. 
The engines belonging to the es- 
tablishment, eight in number, were 
conveyed to the scene, and in* 
stantly brought to play on the 
dames, which by that period had 
attained an alarming appearance, 
and the excitement and confusion 
that prevailed were exceedingly 
great. Immediately on it being 
known by the metropolitan police, 
a mounted express was despatched 
to London, and in the course of an 
hour returned with the brigade 
engines from Southwark-bridge- 
rowl, Watling-street, and other 
stations belonging to that force. 
In the interval, however, the fire, 
by extraordinary exertion, had been 
got under, and its ravages confined 
to the kiln, which has received 
much damage. The fire was caused 
by the overheating of the furnace 
under the kiln. 

Postage.— The new postage law 
has not worked well in Ireland. 
By a late return the net revenue 
for 1840 was — in Great Britain, 
441,000/., in Ireland, 6,6641 . — 
447,664/. This is the clear re- 
venue, or the money paid into the 
Exchequer. On looking back to 
the accounts for 1839, the net re- 
venue was — in Great Britain, 


1,519,000/., Ireland, 107,2981.- 
1,626,298/. In Britain the post- 
office under the new law has 
yielded 29 per cent, of what it did 
under the old law. In Ireland it 
has fallen to 6 per cent. 

6. Coroner’s Inquest.— Mr. 
Marlin, coroner for the borough 
of New Windsor, held an inquest 
in the sergeant’s room of the in- 
fantry barracks at Windsor, to 
inquire into the circumstances at- 
tending the death of lieutenaut 
Henry William Ellis, of the 60th 
royal rifles, who committed suicide 
on the morning of Tuesday last. 

William M‘Leod, a private in 
the regiment, who had acted in 
the capacity of servant to the de- 
ceased during the last four months, 
deposed as follows : — During the 
whole time I had been in the de- 
ceased’s service he appeared in bad 
health. I saw him in his room 
at three o’clock in the afternoon of 
Monday last, when he seemed very 
ill. I asked him if he wanted any 
thing ? He said, “ No, but I owe 
you some money for your wages.'* 
He then gave me 2s. having given 
me some on a previous occasion. 
At that time I observed nothing 
strange or extraordinary in his 
manners, although I thought his 
manner in offering me the money 
was rather incoherent. He was in 
the habit of drinking punch, but 
on that evening he had only one 
pint of ale with his mutton chop 
at dinner* I saw him again in his 
room at nine o’clock on the same 
evening, when he told me to call 
him at the usual time the next 
morning. I then observed nothing 
strange in his manner. I knocked 
at the door of his room at half-past 
eight o'clock the next morning, 
when he said, “ M'Leod, come in ; 
butdon’t be afraid — don’t be afraid. 
Don’t be frightened at me.” I then 
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opened the window shutters, when 
he again called to me, “Come 
near, M‘Leod, and don’t be afraid.’* 
When I went near, and undrew 
the curtains, I saw the wound on 
his neck. I was much frightened, 
and 6&id, “ Oh ! Mr. Ellis, what’s 
this ?" He replied, “ Never mind : 
I’m dying.” I immediately went 
for Dr. Fergusson, who followed 
me back to his room. I was in 
attendance upon him until he died 
this morning, shortly after eleven 
o'clock. I conversed with him dur- 
ing some portion of that time. I 
asked him if I had vexed him, or 
hurt his feelings. He replied, 
“No, M‘Leod, you have been a 
food servant; let me alone, I’m 
dying.” He assigned no cause to 
me for having committed the act. 
I found a razor, covered with blood, 
lying by his side on the bed. 

George Fergusson, assistant- 
surgeon in the 60th rifles. — I have 
known the deceased since June 
last, and during that time he had 
been subject to sickness, and I have 
occasionally attended him. He was 
of a weakly habit of body. On 
the day before the lamentable event 
occurred, he had taken a dessert 
spoonful of laudanum, divided into 
two doses, for the purpose, I sup- 
pose, of allaying pain. I have un- 
derstood that he had been in the 
habit of taking doses of laudanum, 
the effects of which, I think, oper- 
ated upon his mind. The dose was 
not given by me. I consider it was 
sufficient to cause aberration of 
mind. When I saw him between 
three and four o’clock on Monday 
afternoon, he appeared rather ner- 
vous, which he very often was. 
He then asked for some opening 
medicine, and complained of being 
bilious. I gave him two pills con- 
taining a small portion of calomel, 
but 1 ascertained the next day he 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


had not taken them. I did not see 
him again till yesterday (Tuesday) 
morning, when I was called by his 
servant. He was then lying in 
bed nearly speechless. I found two 
wounds on his throat ; one on the 
right side, which had separated the 
jugular vein, was three inches in 
length * and one inch in depth. 
There was no pulsation, his hands 
and feet were quite cold, and he 
was nearly lifeless. The wound 
on the left side of the throat was 
two inches long and one deep. He 
told me he had been lying in the 
state he was found for two hours. 
I dressed the wounds, and admin- 
istered the usual stimulants to 
revive him. Towards night he 
seemed to rally, but still no pulsa- 
tion was perceptible. I was with 
him till nearly four o’clock this 
morning, when he became worse. 
I saw him again at six o’clock. 
He was then mat sinking, and he 
expired shortly after eleven o’clock. 

A Juror. — Can you assign any 
cause for his having destroyed him- 
self? Witness. — None whatever, 
except from the effect of the lauda- 
num. When I inquired of him the 
cause, he begged I would not ask 
the question. By a juror. — He 
was upon excellent terms with his 
brother officers. I am of opinion he 
committed the act when under the 
influence of the laudanum he had 
taken the day before. The witness 
further stated, in answer to ques- 
tions from the jurors, that he was 
labouring, judging from his ap- 
pearance, under a chronic disease 
of the liver. The jury returned a 
verdict, that the deceased destroyed 
himself in a fit of insanity caused 
by taking an overdose of lauda- 
num. 


4. Fatal Occurrence in St. 
Bride’s Churchyard — A Man 
buried alive. — About ten mi- 
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mites before three o’clock in the 
afternoon, the neighbourhood of 
Fleet- street was thrown into a 
state of the most painful excite- 
ment by an alarm being raised that 
one of the graves, while being dug, 
in St. Bride’s churchyard, had 
fallen in, and buried the grave- 
diggers who were employed at the 
time in the excavation. 

It appears that Cox, the grave- 
digger of the parish, a young man 
named Henry Thompson, aged 29, 
and another roan, were engaged in 
digging a grave twenty feet deep, 
at the north-eastern corner of St. 
Bride's churchyard, and within 
three or four feet of the wall 
passing along St. Bride's passage. 
About the time above mentioned, 
the men had attained a depth of 
about 17 feet, when Cox and the 
other man, observing some of the 
earth giving way above a tier of 
coffins piled on each other nearest 
the churchyard wall, lost no time 
in effecting their escape. The un- 
fortunate man Thompson was in 
the act of following them, but be- 
fore he could do so, not merely the 
earth, but the entire tier of coffins, 
gave way and fell upon him. Not- 
withstanding the great exertions 
that were made by a body of po- 
lice, and others who hastened to 
their assistance, it was not until 
half-past five o'clock that any part 
of the poor fellow’s body was to 
be seen. His head was then dis- 
covered pressed against the head 
of the grave, having the whole 
weight of two coffins upon his 
chest. He was quite dead. 

Immense Artesian Well.— 
At the sitting of the Academie 
des Sciences, M. Arago made a 
report on the Artesian well at 
Grenelle, which showed the great 
difficulties attending the under- 
taking. The first time the borer 
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fell into the cavity was when the 
perforation had been made to the 
depth of 115 metres — 377 feet. 
This was soon after the commence- 
ment of the operation, but was toon 
recovered, and was in fad as no- 
thing to what occurred in 1837. 
Then the length of the bars united 
together measured 384 metres— 
1,260 feet. Not only these broke, 
but the enormous metal spoon used 
to bring the materials to the sur- 
face, also fell to the bottom of the 
cavity, from a height of 80 metres 
—262 feet, and it required extra- 
ordinary exertions to recover it and 
draw it out again. This operation, 
which could only be worked by 
means of a windlass, with horse- 
power working on the surface, 
occupied the whole time from May, 
1837, to August, 1838. The im- 
mensity of this labour for fifteen 
successive months may be well con- 
ceived, when it is reflected that it 
had to act toa depth of 460 metres 
— upwards of 2,000 feet. This 
difficulty being overcome, the works 
were continued without any fresh 
misfortune until the 8th of April, 
1840, when the aletoir, another 
part of the borer, fell from a con- 
siderable height with such force 
that it penetrated the chalk below 
to the depth of 26 metres— 85 feet. 
This created great delay. In fine, 
a fourth accident occurred shortly 
before the successful termination, 
when the metal spoon again fell 
to the bottom of the bore, having 
nearly attained its extreme depth. 
This time M. Mulot thought it 
better not to attempt to draw it 
out, but to put it on one side by 
forcing it horizontally into the 
earth, so as not to obstruct ths 
passage. 

7. Destruction of the Faixs 
of Niagara.— The following ac- 
count, contained in an “ extra from 
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Buffalo/’ created a very great sen- 
sation in this country : — 

“Office of the Advertiser , 

44 Buffalo, Feb. 14, 4 o’clock. 

u We hasten to announce to our 
readers and to the world an event 
in its nature at once the most stu. 
pendous and sublime that has ever 
been recorded in the annals of the 
wonderful. The Falls of Niagara 
— the unmatched phenomenon 
of nature — the centralization of 
power, grandeur, and beauty — 
the theme of poesy and the mate- 
rial of the traveller — the resort of 
the ennuy6, and the delight of the 
susceptible— is no more. 

“ On Saturday morning, about 
nine o’clock, were manifested the 
first symptoms of the great catas- 
trophe that shortly ensued. Mr. 
Arnold# a citizen of the village, 
while waiting at the foot of the 
spiral staircase for the return of 
the boat, in order to execute an 
errand on the opposite side, per- 
ceived the jutting rocks which 
formed on the Canada side the 
famous sub-marine cavern, break 
away and fall into the cauldron 
underneath. The incident itself, 
and its effect on the aspect of the 
Fall, were so remarkable# that he 
returned to the village, and com- 
municated the facts to several citi- 
zens j and very soon a large group 
bad collected to watch for further 
developments. 

“ In the course of an hour con- 
siderable masses were dislocated 
and thrown down. The sheet of 
water that before fell abruptly, 
almost perpendicularly, with an 
unbroken breast, over the pro- 
truding cave# of course now shot 
down an obtuse angle, losing its 
graceful and majestic curve, but 
gaining in tumult and efferves- 
cence. By three o'clock, p. m., 
the number of spectators was aug- 


mented by many from Buffalo, 
ourselves among them. Nothing 
farther transpired that night. 
Early next morning parties were 
anxiously gazing towards the Falls, 
despite the severity of the weather, 
expecting to see the work of dis- 
organization proceed. 

“At half-past seven o’clock, a 
wide space of the frontal bastion 
near to Goat Island, within the 
horseshoe, fell down ; and then 
followed effects with greatly ac- 
celerated rapidity. What was ac- 
tually taking place could only be 
surmised, as the great confluence 
of water hid the immediate stage 
of operations from sight. But it 
was plain to all that the supporting 
fabric of the cataract was fast wear- 
ing away before the tremendous 
enginery. Its immemorial dura- 
bility might have been owing to 
the strongly intrenched and ada- 
mantine rampart that had always 
presented its shoulder to the as- 
sailing flood ; or the whole, equally 
compact and secure, might have 
been preparing for this demolition 
through ages of sapping, solving 
percolation. The angle of descent 
every minute diminished. At half- 
past eight the Biddle Tower and 
all the adjoining groundwork had 
disappeared. The tower sank into 
the gulf like a subsiding wave. 
Shortly after, the water having 
made a subterranean passage, burst 
through the wall of Goat Island, 
cumbered with masses of rock and 
rolled with earth, and as instantly 
the crust above collapsed and mixed 
in the wild chaos below. In rapid 
succession, on the Canada side of 
the island, mass followed mass, and 
the island, throughout its entire 
length, was chafed and narrowed 
down to a lean stripe, which re- 
sisted further encroachments, as if 
of more substantial constituents. 
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On the British border, the wall of 
loose, friable rock was gored and 
ploughed away, until the Table 
Rock, so much resorted to by visi- 
tors, fell down in fragments, the 
spiral staircase toppled, and for a 
while it was expected that the 
hotel would follow. It still stands, 
though in a perilous posture, all 
the furniture being removed. On 
the American side the great shelf 
is unmolested, but the water falling 
over is greatly diminished, it being 
diverted to the largely increased 
channel on the British side. Here 
the waters have a prolonged fall of 
nearly a mile, the plane of course 
very gentle, commencing above 
Goat Island and ending below the 
old fording place, the intermediate 
space being filled up and graduated 
by deposits from above. 

“ The appearance of the Fall in 
its new shape time will not permit 
us to sketch. 

u P.S. — The hotel is gone, we 
learn. It is believed no lives have 
been lost/* 

This account created immense 
interest not only in the public 
mind, but among geologists and 
scientific men of every grade ; spe- 
culations were published, papers 
read, and the excitement was kept 
up by subsequent accounts, con- 
taining most minute and interest- 
ing particulars. It afforded great 
relief, and no little amusement, 
when it was ascertained that the 
whole was an ingenious hoax. 

15 . Third Appearance of 

THE BOY JoNR3 AT BUCKINGHAM 
Palace. — The boy Jones, who on 
two former occasions effected such 
a mysterious entrance into Buck- 
ingham Palace, again achieved a 
similar unenviable exploit. It 
appears that shortly after one 
o'clock in the morning, the ser- 
jeant of police on duty in the 


palace imagined, as he was going * 
along the grand hall, that he saw e 
some one peeping through the 
glass doors, and which turned out ? 
to be the case ; for on his approach- l 
ing, Jones ran against him ; and, s 
of course, was immediately secured, i 

and at once sent off in custody to 
the station-house in Gardiner's- 'M 

lane. It was afterwards disco- 
vered that the boy bad previously i 
visited her majesty's larder, as, at | 

the time he was disturbed, he was f 

feasting himself with cold meat * 

and potatoes, which he had con- * 

veyed up stairs in a white hand- h 

kerchief. When asked how he r- 

obtained an entrance, his reply i 

was, the same way as before, and \ 

that he could, at any time be $ 

pleased, obtain an entrance into * 

the palace. It is generally sup- 
posed that the fellow got over the % 

wall on Constitution-hill, and i 

crept through one of the win- « 

dows. Jones was conveyed to the * 

Home-office by two inspectors of 
the police, and shortly afterwards xj 
underwent a long examination, 
and the result was, that the boy ;; 
was committed to the House of r. 
Correction, Toth ill-street, as a 
rogue and vagabond, for three 5 

months. This mischievous fellow q 

came before the public several 5 

times subsequently, and an at- 1 

tempt was even made to excite ^ 

public sympathy in bis favour. It * 

appears that several parties^ at- 
tempted to find him some useful 
occupation, which should remove i, 

him from the scene pf his exploits, 
and as he had cunning enough to , 

represent himself as an involun* 1 

tary actor in his withdrawal, this 3 

was represented as a case of op- 3 

pression. It is believed, that he , 

finally served, voluntarily or invo- 
luntarily, on board one of her I 

majesty's ships of war, and it is 
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to be hoped that the strict disci- 
pline of the service may teach him 
better manners. 

16. Fire at the South West- 
ern Railway station, Vaux- 
hall. — Shortly before eight o’clock 
a destructive fire broke out in the 
immense store-houses belonging to 
the South Western Railway, situ- 
ate at the terminus at Nine-Elms, 
which ended in their total destruc- 
tion, consuming property to the 
amount, it is supposed, of between 
30,000/. and 40,000/. The pre- 
mises or warehouses consisted of 
three massive brick buildings, in 
the whole about 160 feet in length, 
fifty in depth, and thirty in height. 
The whole of these, with their 
contents, including, it is said, four- 
teen locomotive engines, were de- 
stroyed. 

— Autographs, Mss., Shaks- 


portrait of St. Cecilia (Mrs. Sheri- 
dan) if the money were not paid, 
no matter what might be the con- 
sequences legally — a letter (said by 
Mr. Evans) that was supposed to 
have affected Mr. Sheridan more 
acutely than any one he ever re- 
ceived — 2/. 7 s. f Lumley. 

(1,558.) Moore (T.) Letter to 
Perry, stating lord Byron had just 
called on him to request him to 
use his influence with Mr. Perry 
to get a report of his speech in the 
House of Lords, as written out by 
himself, inserted in the Chronicle. 
—21., Hodgson and Graves. 

(1,598.) Porson. Out of the 
Frying-pan into the Fire, a Tragi - 
Covni-Operatical Farce , by R. F* % 
A great literary curiosity. This 
very humorous and whimsical 
drama was written by Porson, 
when a scholar at Eton. It was 


periana, Ac — At the sale of the “ presented to the late Mr. Hill by 
collection of the late " Tom ” Hill, Miss Lunan, daughter of professor 
many literary and dramatic cu- Porson’ s wife by her first husband 
riosities were dispersed to the and niece of Mr; Perry.” It was 
public: among them were the fol- acted at Eton by himself and his 
lowing : — schoolfellows. Dr. Goodall, Chafie, 

(1,536) Sheridan (Right hon. &c., Porson himself performing 
R. B.) Letter to Ward, of Drury- Punch. The existence of this 
lane Theatre, very characteristic, drama was known, hut it had 
“Beg, borrow, steal, forge 10/. hitherto escaped the public eye.— 
for me, and send by return of 10/. 15*. 

post” Letter to Ward, “Thou (1,610.) Mozart. A letter of ex- 


art a trusty man/’ Ac. " As I 
have replaced the 10/., you may 
reputably renew the theft/' and 
two more of Sheridan. — 3/. 18*. 
Young. 

(1,537.) Sheridan /Right hon. 
R« B.) An afflicting letter on his 
“ desperate situation.” “ I must 
lender myself to-night,” &c. Let- 
ter on the Speakers interrupting 
him, but “ I will take an oppor- 
tunity to make the Speaker remem- 
ber this,” Ac., and two more.— 3/. 

(1,538.) Letter of James Heath 

to Sheridan! threatening to sell the 


traordinary interest, dated Vienna. 
Sept., 1791, entirely in his own 
handwriting: in it he mentions 
his conviction of his approaching 
death, and that he is engaged in 
composing his own funeral dirge ; 
he sees the Unknown Figure con- 
stantly before him. The auto- 
graph of Mozart is extremely rare, 
and this is perhaps the most inter- 
esting document in existence re- 
lating to this great composer and 
his lqst composition : he died Dec. 
5, 1792. A translation and tran- 
script of the letter were sold with 
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it. hi. 15$. 6d., Mr. J. Young. 
(1,624.) Shakspeare cup. Gar- 
rick's celebrated cup formed from 
the mulberry- tree planted by 
Shakspeare, and used by our mo- 
dem Roscius, at the representation 
of the Shaskpeare jubilee at Drury- 
lane theatre ; with an inscription 
on the stem from Garrick's Ode. 
42/. (1,625.) Shakspeare. A small 
vase mounted on a pedestal carved 
from the mulberry tree planted by 
Shakspeare: with a medallion of 
Shakspeare, and an inscription. 
Presented to Garrick by Mr. James 
Wickins of Lichfield. With a 
coloured drawing of it on vellum. 
—10/. 10$., Meek. 

28. Robbery of Plats, dec. 
at Windsor Castle.— A robbery 
of silver plate and tbe destruction 
of much property valuable for its 
material or rarity were discovered 
to have taken place in the palace 
at Windsor. 

Tbe following articles are known 
to have disappeared : — 1. The 
whole of the silver from the top 
and frame, and also the legs, of 
a silver table. 2. Four ornamental 
cornices (studded with silver de- 
vices), also the (silver! crowns and 
two (silver) figures, from a glass 
frame. 3. The ornamental head 
of a glass frame, composed of silver 
plate, embossed with foliage, sur* 
mounted with a (silver) crown. 
4. Two silver cupids from a glass 
frame ; also the (silver) crown sur- 
mounting the frame. 5. A pair 
of silver fire-dogs (very 4 mas»ve). 
6, A pair of silver fire-dogs, 
twenty^ nine inches high, with 
figures of Diana and another on the 
tops ; the base formed of the tner* 
maids, cupids, &c. (This pair of 
fire-dogs is likewise extremely mas- 
sive)- 7. A pair of (silver) candek- 
lab**.” Many valuables have been 
missed from tbe top attic, situate ht 


the north front of the castle, where 
several silver article! of great an- 
tiquity had been deposited) a 
silver table, in addition to the One 
described above, which was Iti this 
room, had been partially destroyed, 
and a portion of the silver of 
which it was composed carried 
away. The sptendid silver looking* 
glass frames, portions of Which 
have been taken off, were also 
stowed away in this apartment* 

A large and valuable portion of 
the splendid marquee, known at 
“ Tippoo Saib's tent/* (which was 
captured at the storming of Serin* 
gapatatn, and presented to the 
then sovereign of England by 
the marquis Cornwallis), had been 
taken. It was formerly ooca* 
skmally used by the late Sove- 
reigns William 4th and George 
4th, upon the royal excursions to 
Virginia- water* 

Amongst various parts which 
are missing is the long pole which 
supported the roof. This was 
studded, and many portions of it 
cased, with massive silver orna- 
ments, and the two large knobs at 
each end are stated to have heed 
of solid silver Other portions, 
containing various silver and other 
ornaments of great value, are also 
missing. From this circumstance 
there can be no doubt that tbe 
system of plunder which has jtlit 
been so fortunately discovered has 
been carried on for a long tin* 
past. 

The party suspected of having 
committed these depredations, Wat 
Richard Lovegrove, in tbe employ 
of Mr. Sanders, the inspector* 
general of palaces ; upon the first 
rumour of discovery be absconded 
and was apprehended soon after in 
London: although marly JferspH 
cicwe circumstances were brought 
to light, after two oxamiaetirts 
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the prisoner was discharged , nor 
was any further information gained 
for the detection of the plun- 
derers* 

The War in Syria.— Extract 
from a letter* u Now that the 
survivors of the Syrian army are 
roturned, we learn the extent of 
the Ion and misery encountered in 
the retreat* Out of 40,000 men 
at arms who left Damascus at the 
commencement of that disastrous 
movement) only 20,000 have re- 
turned alive to Egypt. Of the 
women and children who perished) 
no account has been kept, nor can 
be given with any approach to 
accuracy* The following are, 
however, now admitted to be the 
principal facts : — Ibrahim marched 
out of Damascus with an army of 
40,000 men, and between 200 and 
300 boys of that city, of twelve or 
thirteen years of age, whom he 
seised upon as conscript hostages 
for the safe retreat of his forces, 
and armed with muskets, having 
at the same time but fourteen days 
provisions for all. Not one of 
these jmor children arrived at Gaxa 
or Cairo. They were left to die, 
en route , of fatigue and famine. 
The army arrived in five days at 
Mezariah, and there Ibrahim spent 
four days, breaking up his forces 
into four divisions. Selim Pasha 
was sent with the first, by the 
southern road, leading to the de- 
serts of Arabia Petrea and the 
eastern branch of the Red sea. 
The favourite son of Ibrahim 
Pasha (whom he generally keeps 
near him to watch over his health, 
and whose eyes have long been in 
a diseased state^ was sent forward 
in this first division, along with a 
crowd of women and children. 
After five days’ march their pro- 
visions were exhausted, and their 
lives were prolonged only by com- 


ing upon the pilgrim magazine of 
provisions at Maan, which were 
devoured without much ceremony 
or scruples. 

* c Soliman Pasha followed with 
five regiments, each, originally, 
3,200 strong, and the rest of the 
women and children. In this 
division were 2,000 sick. Not 
one of the latter has survived. 
He bad 250 men shot in the course 
of the retreat for insubordination. 
The despair and suffering from 
want of food and water were 
frightful as the previous division 
had consumed all that fell in their 
way. Soliman, however, suc- 
ceeded in bringing home 225 
cannons. 

“ Menikli Pasha commanded 
the third division, consisting chiefly 
of 6000 cavalry, marching to Gaza, 
through the mountains of Anti- 
Lebanon. Here they lost their 
guide, and became entangled in 
ravines and precipices, where the 
mountaineers attacked and de- 
stroyed one half of them. 

“ Ibrahim Pasha led the fourth 
division, consisting only of the 13th 
regiment, and fared the worst of 
all, being thirty days reaching 
Gaza, harassed by the Turks aim 
mountaineers, chased round the 
Dead Sea, and obliged to eat herbs, 
after having devoured all the dogs 
and donkies that followed in their 
train. He attacked a small fort 
on the border of the Red Sea, in 
hopes of being able to procure 
some provisions, but was beaten 
off" 

Captain Douglas, who this 
day received the order of knight- 
hood, is die commander of the 
Cambridge, a private merchant 
ship, who receiving intelligence, 
while on his voyage to Canton, 
that the fleet of merchantmen at 
Macao were threatened with an 
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attack by the Chinese, and had not 
the protection of a single vessel of 
war, immediately purchased guns 
and ammunition, increased his 
crew, and took up so imposing a 
position, that the enemy were de- 
terred from their attack. Upon 
the arrival of the frigates, some 
American merchants offered to 
purchase his armament, but the 
gallant seaman replied that he 
would sooner throw them over- 
hoard, than that they should be 
resold to the Chinese. The Cam- 
bridge afterwards co-operated with 
her majesty’s fleet in the attack 
upon tne Chinese forts. This is 
the first instance of an officer of a 
private merchant ship receiving 
knighthood for his services, al- 
though officers in the East India 
Company's service have been so ho- 
noured. In addition to the honour 
thus conferred, he and the crew of 
the Cambridge have received remu- 
nerations on the following scale : — 
To Captain Douglas himself has 
been awarded 2,000/. ; to the first 
officer 100/. ; to the second 60/. ; 
to the third and fourth, each, 50/. ; 
to the surgeon and purser, each, 
80/. ; to the warrant officers, 40/. 
each for those engaged in the ac- 
tion of Kow-lune, and 30/. each 
for those not engaged ; to the petty 
officers 15/. for those engaged, and 
10/. for those not engaged ; to 
seamen in action 8/., to those not 
in action 4/. ; while two seamen 
who have been severely wounded 
are allowed 20/. each. 

The late Mr. Forbes Dick, of 
Elmfoot, near Glasgow, has made 
the following bequests to benevo- 
lent and charitable institutions 
To the Royal Infirmary, Edin- 
burgh, 1,000/. $ Orphan Hospital, 
Edinburgh, 300/. ; Society for the 
Industrious Blind, Edinburgh, 
2001.; Magdalen Asylum, Edin- 


burgh, 250/. ; Society for the 
Relief of Indigent Old Men, Edin* 
burgh, 250/. ; Canongate Charity 
Workhouse, Edinburgh, 250 L ; 
Poor of Canongate Parish, Edin- 
burgh, 500/. ; Benevolent and 
Stranger’s Friend Society, Edin- 
burgh, 200/. ; Lock Hospital, 
Edinburgh, 250/. ; Institution for 
Relief of Incurables, Edinbuigh, 
200/.; Society for Clothing the 
Industrious Poor, Edinburgh, 100 L; 
Deaf and Dumb Institution, Edin- 
burgh, 100/. ; Royal Infirmary 
Glasgow, 500/. ; Ditto, further 
(after the death of an annuitant), 
200/. ; Asylum for the Blind, Glas- 
gow, 250/. ; Deaf and Dumb Insti- 
tution, Glasgow, 100/.; Magdalene 
Asylum, Glasgow, 250/. ; Old 
Man's Friend Society, Glasgow, 
250/. ; Barony of Gorbals* Benevo- 
lent Society, Glasgow, 250L; House 
of Refuge, Glasgow, 200/. ; Night 
Asylum for the Houseless, Glas- 
gow, 100/. ; Lock Hospital, Glas- 
gow, 50/. ; Poor of Govan parish, 
50/. Total, 5,800 1 


APRIL. 

3. Execution of Mister for 
the attempted Murder of Mr. 
Mackreth, at Ludlow. — This 
tnorning, Josiah Mister, lately con- 
victed of attempting the life of 
Mr. Mackreth, at the Angel Inn, 
Ludlow, underwent the sentence 
of the law, opposite the county 
gaol, Shrewsbury. He persisted 
in declaring his innocence to the 
last j and even left a solemn de* 
claration in writing to the same ef- 
fect. Cooke, the landlord of the Am 
gel, was so affected by tlm tragedy 
so nearly accomplished in his house, 
that he lost his senses, and died in 
a private mad-house, within a few 
months. 
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— The President Steam 
: Ship— The magnificent steam- 

s ship, the President, running be- 

‘l tween London and New York, 

which was due in the course of 
a this month, not having made her 

J appearance at her proper date, 

1 and it being known that very 

2 tremendous weather had prevailed, 

? and that unusual quantities of ice 

1 had been seen in very low latitudes, 

L intense anxiety arose both in the 

a mercantile world, and among the 

r relatives of her passengers, as to the 

t cause of her detention. This anx- 

i iety was greatly increased upon the 

* arrival of the (sailing) packet ships, 

fr which confirmed her departure 

a from New York, but brought no 

i intelligence (as was hoped) of her 

® return to that port. For a con- 

» siderable period the appearance of 

s every large vessel was hailed as 

? the arrival of the lost steamer; 

t then arose rumours of wrecks on 

t the coasts of Wales, Ireland, the 

t Scilly Islands, &c. As ships from 

foreign ports arrived, it was con- 
' fidently stated that she had put 
into the Western Islands, the Ca- 
naries, Bermuda ; again, that she 
had broken her engines, and run 
j to refit in the West Indies. These 

i hopes, however, proved fallacious, 

s and public feeling taking another 

turn, naval men (and others) sug- 
i gested every possible means by 

. which the catastrophe could have 

i happened. These discussions kept 

r alive the anxiety of the public, 

i and protracted the agony of those 

who had relative* and friends on 
boaid. The President was never 
1 again heard of. Among the pas- 
sengers were known to be lord 
Fitiroy Lennox, son of the duke 
Richmond, and Tyrone Power, 
the celebrated actor, whose loss 
•erved to extend the sorrow of 
individuali to the general public. 


8. A foreign express arrived 
announcing the “ successful ter- 
mination of the war with China.** 
Although, unfortunately, the event 
showed that our authorities in that 
quarter were deceived, yet the 
intelligence naturally produced its 
temporary effect upon the public, 
and it seems proper to give the 
despatch in this place. 

“The Consul of France to 
the Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs. — Marseilles, April 4. 
Malta, March 30. — The affairs 
of China are on the point of being 
concluded. An arrangement has 
taken place, by which the emperor 
“ 1 . Cedes the island of Hong- 
Kong to Great Britain. 

“2. Grants an indemnity of 
6,000,000 dollars, payable in six 
years. 

“ 3. Establishes the official re- 
lations between the two govern- 
ments on the footing of a perfect 
equality. 

u The circular of captain Elliot 
announcing these results is dated 
the 20th of January. It has been 
brought hither by the Oriental.*' 
Building of Churches. — The 
energy and powerwhich the church 
of England has put forth of late 
years is quite astonishing $ and yet 
it seems still to increase and grow. 
The efforts which the last seven 
years have seen would have been 
deemed incredible a quarter of a 
century since, and still every suc- 
ceeding month brings tokens of a 
further growth. 

In the year 1820 the voluntary 
contributions received by the three 
great Church Societies were as 
follow : — 

£ 

Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge 51,822 
Church Missionary Soci- 
ety ...... 31,076 
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£ stoutly reached 17,0 OOL ; in addi- 

Soaefcy for the Propaga- tion to which, one wealthy indi« 

tiort of the Gospel . . 1,458 vidual engaged to build and endow 

In the year 1840 the receipts of one church at her own cost, 
the same three societies were— Loss of the French Frigate 


Church Missionary Soci- 
ety 100,252 

Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge * 84,970 
Society for the Propaga - 
gation of the Gospel 
(about) « * • • i 40,000 
Being for more than a doubling, 
in the space of twenty years* 
Nor is this all* The Natiohal 
Society, in 1620 collecting 2,600/* 
per annum* raised, in the course 
of last year, about 15,00 OL Two 
societies, also, have recently sprung 
tip, for providing additional cu- 
rates* and these raised* in the last 
twelve months, about 30,000 /. be« 
tween them; 

In London 120,000/* has been 
raised in four years by the metro* 
politan churches committee, and 
46,000/* since then, for the single 
parish of Bethnal -green. Other 
districts* too, have made their 
separate efforts. Islington, when 
the present bishop of Calcutta took 
the vicarage* had one church and 
one chapel of ease. It has now 
ten Churches and chapels connected 
with the Establishment 
At Manchester, the Rev. Hugh 
Btowell, Who is incumbent of a 
church at Salford, proposed to 
make an attempt to build and en- 
dow ten hew churches. The sum 
necessary to be raised was 40,000/* 
In about three weeks he succeeded 
in Collecting 22,000/. Meanwhile 
a spirit of emulation sprang up in 
another part of that immense town, 
and a meeting was called, with the 
dean in the chair, to revive an old 
Church-building Society, which 
bad latterly fallen asleep > and 
this second subscription almos t in- 


MAGiciENNB^On the 27th of 
November, which was just a month 
after her departure from Singapore 
for Manilla, the Magicienne en- 
countered a very strong gale in the 
Palawan passage, which by the 
29th had increased to a typhoon, 
in which she lost her masts* and 
received so much damage in her 
rudder that she became unmanage- 
able, and about two 8* m* on the 
same day she was carried fay a 
strong current otl to the Bombay- 
shoal* to the NiN.W. of Palawan! 
and in this State, borne on by a 
terrible sea, was dashed on the 
reef* where she instantly went to 
pieces* The crew immediately be- 
took themselves to the construction 
of rafts* to reach a safe shore ; but 
fortunately, on the third day, the 
whole ship's company were picked 
up by two English vessels* the 
Mysore and Cufford, and the 
French vessel Favourite, on board 
of which they were conveyed in 
safety to Manilla, where they ar- 
rived on the 15th December* 

East I t<di a Postage* — The 
East India papers contain so m 
curious facte and calculations rela- 
tive to the effect produced by the 
improved communications with In- 
dia by steam and otherwise* From 
these it appears that five years ago 
the total of letters despatched be- 
tween India and England Was es- 
timated at 309*01 1, while last yea* 
the correspondence between the 
Same countries by steam, exclusive 
of that by ships round the Cape, 
amounted to 680,000 letters and 
covers $ so that* on deducting 
178,300 as the probable number 
of newspapers, and adding 100,000 


Digitized by v^-ooQle 


APRIL.] 


CHRONICLE. 


43 


afl the amount of letter* sent by 
the Cape, the correspondence be- 
tween England and India will be 
found to hare doubled Within five 
years, and that notwithstanding 
the heavy inland rate to which 
much of this correspondence is 
subject. By the last returns, there 
appears to hare been an increase 
of 500 per cent, in the despatch 
hum Bombay, while that ftt>m 
Calcutta has fallen off 33 per cent. 
This is accounted for by the fact, 
that preriously to the establish* 
meat of steam communication, 
Mtuy letters wore Sent through 
Cslcutta, whereas now letters are 
despatched (0 Bombay by the most 
direct route. 

Rocttfiff PfcACtlOfi irf Chiba.— 
The report just receired of the 
attack on the Chinese forts and 
shipping* mentions the projection 
rfCohgrtVe rockets, as a part Of 
cur means of offence, which was 
called into operation. Among the 
HHtoy causes fbr edification and 
astonishment which the " emperor 
«f the suti attd moon," With his 
strange people, Will hare had, as 
tbs Ahscquence* of this collision 
with nut forces, will he the cir* 
cumstance of the superiority of mir 
Artworks. It is a fact, We believe, 
that the Chinese are the real in- 
ventors of the focket, as art artifi- 
cial (hftwotk, and eVert as art irt- 
strument of war; it* Capability, 
heweter, far this second object, in 
their hands, being confined— so 
trtfiirig is its projectile forte — to a 
o«pl« means of annoyance, instead 
of destruction i fbr confusing the 
«mks of earthy. It is to the late 
S» William Concrete, after many 
of practical experiment, that 
this weapon owes its present cha- 
mtitef for destructiveness and pre* 
flSkw of flight* To him belonged 
ft* mark of msmrtm wteg rocket* 


of almost unlimited weights ; of 
bringing up the range, for instance, 
of the thirty- two pounder to 3,000 
yards, and of gradually increasing 
the power of even the twelre- 
pounder to the penetration, at 
1,200 yards distance, of a solid 
hank of earth to the depth of 
twenty feet. Great must hare 
been the consternation of the oe* 
lestial nation at sUch a Visitation 
of their native and fhmiliar play- 
thing, with its appalling roar, and, 
to them, new and gigantic dimert* 
siotts and powers of destruction. 

ThbOruat Rowtrra Match 

BETWEEN THB tJMVBRSItlES OF 

Cambridge and Oxford**— This 
long- expected and interesting con-* 
teat came off this afternoon, and 
afforded a very high treat to the 
patrons of aquatic sports. The first 
of the matches between the uni* 
varsities on the London river took 
place in 1836, and, including the 
one of that year, until the present 
period three races have been con- 
tested, in all of which the Cantabs 
hare be*p successful. The crews 
were— * 

OXFORD. 

8. Cocks (stroke) Brasenosb cot. 

7. Meynell, Brasenose college. 

6. Lea, Brasenose college* 

5. Hodgson, Balioi college. 

4. lloyds, Brasenose college. 

3. Mountaine, Merton college. 

2. Richards, Christchurch ctd. 

1. Bethell, (bow,) Exeter col. 
Wollaston, (coxswain) Exeter col. 

CAMBRIDGE. 

8 1 Vialls (stroke) Trinity eol. 

7. G. Denman, Trinity college. 

9. Penrose, Magdaletie college, 

5. Cobbold, Peterhouse college. 

4. Ridley, Jesus college. 

3. Ritchie, Trinity cmlege. 

2. L. Denman, Magdalene Cdl. 

L W, Creket, (bow,) Caius col. 

J» Croker, (emswaio,) Caius col, 
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The start from Westminster 
bridge took place at ten minutes 
past six precisely. At the Morse- 
ferry the Cambridge men were 
clear of their adversaries ; and as 
they rowed round the point facing 
the Penitentiary, they had half a 
length a-bead ; at Vauxhall bridge 
the Cambridge men were ten se- 
conds a-head, but the Oxonians, 
nothing daunted, made a desperate 
effort to overhaul their opponents, 
but in vain. They neared slightly in 
the reach of water towards the Red- 
house. Off Chelsea hospital the 
Cantabs, who had eased slightly for 
a few strokes, laid down to their 
work, and shot the centre arch of 
Battersea bridge thirty- two se- 
conds a-head of their opponents. 
The whole distance was done by 
the winning boat in thirty-three 
minutes and a half. 

13. Awful Calamity at Dow- 
lais Iron- works. — A dreadful 
accident happened at the Dowlais 
iron -works, by a portion of one of 
the furnaces in what are called the 
old works, at Dowlais, giving way, 
and burying eight men under the 
ruins, and endangering the lives 
of six more, who escaped with 
some slight injuries, but not with- 
out much alarm. The furnace is 
composed of four square walls out- 
side, aud a circular wall in the 
inside, and the space between the 
inner and outer walls is filled up 
with loose stones and earth, which 
have become so closely compacted 
as to form one solid mass. In con- 
sequence of decay in a portion of 
the inner or circular wall, the outer 
wall and the intervening stones, 
&c., were pierced, that the neces- 
sary repairs might be effected, and 
a space cleared for the men to carry 
on the work. Aware, however, of 
the insecure nature of this inter- 
vening mass, a scaffolding was 


raised over the workmen, to pro- 
tect them in case of any of the 
stones giving way. This haying 
been done, the men commenced 
their labours, and went on with 
their work till three o'clock on 
Tuesday, when an alarm was given 
that the loose stones were giving 
way ; but only one man was able 
to leave the hole where they were 
at work, when the whole mass, to 
the weight, it is estimated, of 100 
tons, came down on the scaffolding, 
smashing it to pieces, and burying 
the eight men. 

Death of the President 
of the United States. — The 
following is the circular of the 
heads of departments, announcing 
the death of general Harrison: — 

“ City of Washington , April 4 , 1841 . 

“ An all -wise Providence having 
suddenly removed from this life 
William Henry Harrison, late 
President of the United States, 
we have thought it our duty, in the 
recess of congress, and in the ab- 
sence of the Vice-president from 
the seat of government, to make 
this afflicting bereavement known 
to the country, by this declaration 
under our hands. 

“He died at the President's 
House, in this city, this fourth day 
of April, anno Domini 1841, at 
thirty minutes before one o’clock 
in the morning. 

“ The people of the United 
States, overwhelmed, like our- 
selves, by an eveut so unexpected 
and so melancholy, will derive con- 
solation from knowing that his 
death was calm and resigned, as 
his life had been patriotic, and 
useful, and distinguished, and that 
the last utterance of his lips ex- 
pressed a fervent desire for the 
perpetuity of the constitution and 

the preservation of its. true prin 4 
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ciples. In death, as in life, the 
happiness of his country was up- 

- \ pennost in his thoughts. 

~ "Daniel Webster, Secretary 
of State. 

"Thomas Ewing, Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

" John Bell, Secretary of War. 

"J. J. Crittenden, Attorney- 
3 , general. 

M Francis Granger, Postmas- 
3 ter- general.” 

— Extensive Conflagration 

T AT THE GREAT W ESTERN R A I LWAY 

2 Terminus, Bristol. — Bristol, 

2 April 28. — A tnost extensive and 
destructive fire broke out at the 

- Great Western railway terminus. 
The fire took place in the timber- 
yard of the company, containing 

3 100,000 loads of timber, at the 
least. Various causes were stated 

s as the origin of the fire, which 

i commenced in the large tank of 

; creosote, which has lately been 

I used as a new and more expeditious 

« 1 process than kyanising, for the pre- 

t i servation of timber, and it was 

i stated to have beeu caused by the 

3 accidental falling of a candle into 

the creosote. The yard presented 
the appearance of a vast sheet of 
.1 fire of the most vivid description, 

t arising from vast masses of burning 

i timber, and the contents of im- 

mense iron tanks of coal tar, &c. 
| The various engines of the city 
were speedily on the spot, and a 
vast concourse of people, amount- 
ing during the night to 40,000 or 
i 50,000 persons, assembled frmn all 
i 1 parts to view the tremendous con- 
flagration, many coming from Bath, 
Henbury, and the surrounding vil- 
lages, where the fire was distinctly 
visible. All efforts to stem its pro- 
gress were completely useless until 
the plan of cutting it off from the 
remaining timber in the yard was 


adopted ; for which purpose several 
hundred men and four or five teams 
of horses were set to work, remov- 
ing the adjacent timber to a dis- 
tance, by which means, at about 
half-past four this morning, the 
fire was at length got under, and 
from 15,000/. to 20,000/. of tim- 
ber belonging to the Great West- 
ern railway company, together with 
the terminus and neighbouring 
buildings, were saved. The pro- 
perty destroyed (which belongs to 
the Bristol and Exeter railway 
companv) has been estimated at 
from IS, 000/. to 20,000/. 

— Nottingham Election.— 
The sheriff this morning declared 
the numbers polled as follows: — . 
For Mr. Walter . . 1,983 

For Mr. Larpent . . 1,745 

Majority .... 238 

This election excited some inter- 
est, owing to the tottering state of 
the ministry, and the presumed re- 
action of public opinion generally, 
and esujgiaHy upon the operation 
of the New Poor-law. 


MAY. 

3. The Exhibition op the 
Royal Academy. — The Exhibi- 
tion of this year, tlie seventy-third 
since the foundation of the Aca- 
demy, was considered by the 
critics of the day to be, on the 
whole, a good one. The pictures 
of many of the older artists were 
fully equal to any of their for- 
mer productions, and many of 
the younger artists afforded great 
promise of future excellence. In 
Sculpture, the exhibition was much 
richer than in many previous sea- 
sons. It abounded with meritorious 
works, some of them of the highest 
character of art. 
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The great demand of the last 
few years for pictures, painted to 
order, for publishers of engravings, 
while it to a certain extent tended 
to patronise, yet had not contri- 
buted to elevate, art, and the 
public had been inundated with 
collections of pictures bearing a 
marvellous resemblance to each 
other in the mode of execution and 
design. An evenness of merit has 
been observable — nothing very 
bad, little of great excellence. In 
this Exhibition there were fewer of 
this daft of pictures than might 
have been expected — a great, 
though a negative merit. 

Among the more favourite work* 
were a group “ Morning, ” W. 
Etty, R.A. “Irish Girl/* D. 
Maclise, R.A. “ Ducal Palace, 
Dogano," J. M. W. Turner, R.A. 
“ Christ Apostrophising Jeru- 
salem, v C. L« Eastlake# R» A. 

" Bring up a Child in the way be 
should go/' W. Mulready, R.A. 
“ The Sleeping Beauty/* D. Mao 
lise, R.A. “ The Temples of 
Upper Egypt/' Mr. D. Roberts# 
R.A. “ Pozxuoli,” C. Stansfield, 
R.A. '* Female Bathers/' W. 
Etty, R.A. “ Sleeping Girl/' T. 
Earl. “ Jerusalem/* D. Roberts, 
R.A. 

Among the finest specimens of 
Sculpture were, “ Bust in marble 
(unfinished) of his Royal Highness 
Prince Albert/’ E. H. Baily, R.A. 
“Statue of Dr. Bathurst, late 
Bishop of Norwich/' for Norwich 
Cathedral# Sir F. Chantray, R.A, 

“ Eve listening to the Voice/' E. 
H. Baily, R.A. “ A Basso-re- 
lievo'* in marble, J. Gibson, R.A. 
“Nymph coming out of a Bath/* 
R, j. Wyatt. “Marble Statue of 
Lady Emily, infant daughter of 
bis Grace the Duke of Beaufort/' 
W. Behnes. u Statue of Dr. Ryder, 
late Bishop of Lichfield and Co* 


▼entry," for Lichfield Cathedral, 
Sir F. Chantrey, R.A. 

4. Dreadful FibE at Whit*- 
chapel. — Two Lives Lost. — 
About twelve o'clock in the morn- 
ing, a fire of a terrible description, 
and involving a lamentable sacri. 
fice of human life, broke out 
in Church-lane, Whitechapel, ad- 
jacent to the church. The pre- 
mises were occupied by Mr. 
Abraham Berlyn, slipper-maker 
and dealer in marine stores, who 
let a portion of the first and se- 
cond floor to a middle-aged female 
named Wheller, whose children, 
two boys, one sixteen years of age, 
and the other eight, perished in 
the flames. 

— Sandwich Election.— This 
election is chiefly remarkable as 
indicating the declining popularity 
of the Melbourne ministry. 

For Mr. H. H. Lindsay (Tory) 406 
For Col. C. R. Fox (Whig) . 360 

Majority 46 

Mademoiselle Rachel.— The 
first appearance of this young 
French actress excited much in- 
terest. The public bad been much 
interested in the accounts brought 
from the French capital, of an ac- 
tress of extreme youth, whose en- 
thusiastic admiration of the elder 
French drama had urged her to a 
revival on the stage of the great 
tragedians of the age of Louis the 
13th, whose works had been con- 
sidered unsuited for representation 
on the modern stage, and bad 
become merely the study of the 
studious in the closet. The suc- 
cess of Mademoiselle Rachel bad 
at once astonished and delighted 
the French s^avans : the ponder- 
ous grandeur, the stiff rytbm, and 
recurring jingle of their writers# 
deemed insuperable obstacles, dis- 
appeared before the energy# taste# 
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and dramatic tact of the unknown 
girl, and Corneille and Racine 
once more became the boast of the 
French stage. How they would 
succeed on tne English stage, alien 
is they seem to the very genius of 
English literature and taste, was 
a question of much interest. To 
the great delight of our neigh- 
bours, the attempt proved com- 
pletely successful, and the young 
restorer was received in London 
with an enthusiasm scarcely less 
than among her own country- 
men. 

The play chosen for her first 
appearance at the Italian Opera 
House was the Andromache of 
Racine, the part Hermione. Her- 
mkme makes her first appearance 
in the second act, and the impres- 
sion made by Mademoiselle Rachel 
was at once favourable. The me- 
lody of her voice, the dignity of 
her manner, the firmness of her 
delivery, the clearness of her arti- 
culation, established her genius at 
the very first sentence. Her figure 
was alight, but dignified \ her hair 
very dark, her complexion pale, 
her features small but intelligent 
and expressive. Her greatest scene 
wai that with Pyrrhus ; the cool, 
collected, severe irony with which 
she addressed her faithless be- 
trothed, the evident force with 
which rage was confined within 
her heart, while her speech was 
fearfully calm and deliberate, was 
a noble conception, and a sign of 
the highest genius. The burst of 
passion which followed the touch- 
ing line— 

"Je t'aimols, inconstant, qu’aarois 
jo fait fldele ?” 

electrified the audience; but in 
the deliberate irony the most con- 
summate art was shown. 

Mademoiselle Rachel performed 
subsequently a series of characters 


in the plays of Racine, Corneille, 
and other more modern dramatists, 
in which she met with equal and 
judicious applause. 

5. Royal Elopement in 
Paris.— A great sensation was 
created in the highest circles 
by the elopement of one of the 
princesses, daughter of the Infanta 
of Spain, Don Francisco de Paulo, 
with a Polish gentleman, Count 
Garowski. The elopement took 
place from a convent in Paris, 
where the princess had been placed, 
and the escape of the young lady 
was effected by means of a ladder 
of ropes. It is understood that the 
family became reconciled to the 
offending parties. 

10. Dreadful Explosion and 
Loss of Life. — At half-past five 
o'clock in the morning, a loud ex- 
plosion was heard to proceed from 
the vessel used for raising ballast 
from the bed of the river off the 
Old Barge-house, Blackfriars. The 
vessel was shattered to pieces by 
an eflgsion of the boiler of 
the stem? engine on board, which 
forced out the head of the vessel, 
shattered the decks, and threw the 
fragments in all directions around. 
One young man, name James Con- 
stable, who was only twenty-six 
years of age, lost bis life. 

Jonathan Wilde. — Amongst 
the old manuscript petition* in the 
city town-clerk's office, where all 
the ancient records are Undergoing 
examination at the present time, 
is the following from the notorious 
Jonathan Wild: — “ To the right 
honourable the Lord Mayor and 
the court of Aldermen. — The 
humble petition of Jonathan Wild 
ahoweth, that your petitioner has 
been at great trouble and charge 
in apprehending and convicting 
divers felons far returning from 
transportation since October, 1790 

Digitized by Google 



48 


ANNUAL REGISTER. [1841 


(the names of whom are men- 
tioned in an account hereto an- 
nexed) ; that your petitioner has 
never received any reward or gra- 
tuity for such his service ; that he 
is very desirous to become a free- 
man of this honourable city, where- 
fore your petitioner most humbly 
prays that your honours will (in 
consideration of his said services) 
be pleased to admit him into the 
freedom of this honourable city, 
and your petitioner shall pray, &c., 
Jonathan Wilde/’ “An account 
of the persons apprehended, taken, 
and convicted tor returning from 
transportation, by Jonathan Wyld, 
since October, 1720, for which he 
has received no reward, viz. : — 
John Filewood alias Violett, Wil- 
liam Bond, Charles Hinchman, 
Samuel Whittle, Marten Gray, 
James Dalton, Robert Godfrey 
alias Pirkins, Old Harry alias 
Henry Williams, Henry Woolford, 
John Mosse. Several others have 
been taken by him, and afterwards 
sent abroad — viz., McJBKing, 
John Jones, &c., who w^^noto- 
rious street robbers in the city of 
London.” On the back of the 
petition were the official .words, 
“ Mr. Jonathan Wild’s petition to 
be free, read 2d January, 1724.” 

Dreadful Shipwreck — Hor- 
rible Destruction of the Pas- 
sengers. — Havre, May 13. — 
The American ship Crescent, Cap- 
tain Ball, arrived here yesterday 
evening with the remainder of the 
passengers of the William Brown, 
who were saved in the long-boat. 
The arrival of this vessel con- 
firmed all the horrid rumours 
which had become prevalent of the 
destruction of her miserable pas- 
sengers. Of the sixteen passen- 
gers who were thrown into the 
sea, fourteen were men and two 
women ; of the seventeen saved. 


fifteen are women, and two are 
men. One of these men was seized 
for the purpose of being thrown 
overboard by the crew of the boat 
He cried out to the mate to save 
him, and not to tear him from his 
wife. The mate told the men not 
to separate man and wife, if it 
were possible to help it He fell 
into the bottom of the boat, and 
was saved. A boy of twelve yean 
old was thrown overboard; he 
caught hold of the boat, and, fa- 
voured by the darkness of the 
night, crouched under the bows 
and was saved. All the women 
saved are young, except the mo- 
ther of a Scotch family in Dum- 
friesshire, who, with her five 
daughters and a servant girl, was 
saved. A young woman with her 
infant at her breast succeeded in 
getting into the boat with her 
husband: they are amongst the 
survivors. One family of the name 
of Leyden (sixteen in all) sank 
with the vessel; another family, 
named Corr — father, mother, and 
five children — sank at the same 
time; the little boy who was 
thrown from the boat was one of 
that family ; he had not a soul 
left belonging to him. They were 
also from Colonel Stewart's pro- 
perty. A Mrs. Anderson, with 
three children, who was going to 
join her husband, a medical gen- 
tleman settled at Cincinnati, sank 
with the ship. Miss Anderson 
and a Miss Bradley were thrown 
into the sea from the long-boat. 
The tales which the survivors re- 
late are piteous — horrifying. Close 
investigations took place as to the 
dreadful necessity of the sacrifice, 
and the conclusion arrived at was, 
that it was an act of imperious 
necessity. Captain Harris, the 
second mate, and several people, 
took to the long-boat when the 
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William Brown sank after having 
nm against an iceberg. After 
haring been in the long-boat six 
days, they were picked up by a 
French lugger on the fishing 
ground near Cape Breton, and 
carried into St. Pierre. They 
were in a dreadful state of ex- 
haustion. 

— . Fatal Collision in the 
Liverpool Channel. — Seven un- 
fortunate mariners, a part of the 
crew of thebri gMary Scott , Cap- 
tain Sadler, inward-bound from 
Valparaiso, were brought into the 
King’s Dock, Liverpool, by a 
Manx fishing-boat, having been 
found in a small boat without sails, 
and only two oars, tossing about 
the Channel in an exhausted state, 
without food or clothing, on Mon- 
day the 10th, having been in that 
perilous situation, with stormy 
weather and a heavy sea running, 
for 24 hours, their vessel (the Mary 
Scott) having been run down and 
sunk by the American ship Brook- 
lyn. Captain Sadler and eight of 
his crew perished by the disaster, 
as the Mary Scofi sunk in a few 
minutes after the collision occurred. 
The Mary Scott had on board a 
valuable cargo of wool, copper ore, 
and 13,000 dollars in specie. The 
vessel and cargp, it is said, were 
insured in Liverpool to the amount 
of 35,000/. 

18. Melancholy Shipwreck 
—One Hundred and Forty- 
Eight Lives Lost. — The Minstrel 
left Limerick, Ireland, on the 21st 
of April last, for Quebec, with 141 
passengers, emigrants, intending to 
settle in Canada. The vessel had 
a tolerable passage up to Tuesday, 
the 18th of May, at 4 o’clock in 
the morning, when she struck on 
Red Island Reef. There was a 
heavy sea running at the time, but 
the boats were launched and made 

You LXXXIII. 


fast to the fore-chains. Upwards 
of 100 passengers embarked in the 
boats, but their doom was quickly 
sealed ; the vessel “ heeled off” 
into deep water, and went down 
stern foremost so suddenly that the 
“ painters ” of the boats could not 
be cast off, and the people who had 
embarked in the boats perished, 
with their equally unfortunate com- 
panions on board the ship, except 
four of the crew and four passen- 
gers, who alone, of upwards of 
150 souls, remained to tell the 
tale. These eight persons had em- 
barked in the gig, which was tow- 
ing astern, and fortunately for 
them the rope which attached it to 
the vessel broke when she went 
down. They succeeded in pulling 
to White Island, where they re- 
mained until the following day, 
when they were taken off by the 
Wellington , MTntyre, and brought 
to Grosse Isle. 

22. Sykes, Nelson's Cox- 
wain. — This venerable tar expired 
suddenliMfr his little fishmongers 
shop, iim^hurch-passage, Green- 
wich. He was upwards of 80 
years of age. Sykes was a most 
daring fellow, and was with Lord 
Nelson during the whole of the 
time of his glorious deeds. He 
most of all distinguished himself 
at the battle of Trafalgar. 

24. Shakspereiana. — A deed 
with Shakspere's signature; the 
Shakspere cup, &c., were sold at 
Evans', and attracted a large con- 
course of cognoscenti and literati. 
Many attended to examine the 
deed, the authenticity of which is 
rendered indisputable by the fact 
of its having been enrolled. The 
catalogue thus describes it : — . 
“ Shakspere’s autograph affixed to 
a deed of bargain and sale of a 
house purchased by him in Black- 
friars, from Henry Walker, dated 
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March 10, 1612, with the seals 
attached/’ The bond is described 
as that of “ Wm. Shakspeare, of 
Stratforde-upon-Avon,in thecoun- 
tieof Warwick, gentleman.” There 
are five acknowledged genuine sig- 
natures in existence, exclusive of 
the one in question. Of these, 
three are attached to his will in the 
Prerogative Court, executed the 
25th of March, 1615-6 ; the 
fourth is written on a mortgage 
deed, dated the 11th of March, 
1612-13, of a small estate pur- 
chased by Shakspere of Henry 
Walker, in Blackfriars; and the 
fifth, on the counterpart of the 
deed of bargain and sale of the 
same property, dated the lOih of 
March, 1612-13. Aftermanyand 
very animated biddings, it was 
eventually knocked down to Mr. 
Elkins for 165/. 15s. The “ Shak- 
spere Cup/’ made from the mul- 
berry tree planted by Shakspere, 
beautifully carved on the sides with 
a medallion of Shakspere and his 
arms, which was nearly 30 years in 
the possession of the late Mr. 
Munden, brought 21/. 

— A Singular novelty was dis- 
played in the park of Cossey, Nor- 
folk, in honour of the Queen's 
birthday. The Chinese flag, for 
which Lieutenant Jemingham 
substituted the British ensign on 
the fort of Chusan, was hoisted on 
Queen Mary’s Tower below the 
Union Jack, which always floats 
there at times of rejoicing. It is 
a small rectangular triangle, of 
figured silk damask, cut in Vandykes 
at the edges, and of a dull red 
colour. In the centre is displayed 
the tortuous dragon so often de- 
picted on China vases, curiously 
wrought in gold, but apparently 
without inscription. 

A very Curious document has 
within these few days been discover- 
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ed amongst the ancient records of 
Guildhall. It is a contract made 
between Charles 1st, and his Privy 
Council on one part, and the cor- 
poration of the city of London on 
the other, in which the King makes 
over in mortgage to the corporation 
several large tracts of Crown lands 
in the counties of Northumberland, 
Durham, York, Ac., for certain 
loans of money to him, amounting 
to more than 300,000/. of the then 
currency. But the unfortunate 
monarch never havinghad the power 
of redeeming these lands, they be- 
came legally part of the city estates; 
and several years afterwards, find- 
ing that from their remoteness, and 
the rough unproductive nature of 
the soil, they were not very produc- 
tive or profitable, the corporation 
disposed of the city interest in them 
to the ancestors of the present 
great coal-field proprietors, not, of 
course, having the slightest idea 
that they were throwing out tf 
their hands the richest and most 
profitable soil in England, which 
would long since have produced 
them a net profit of above 400,000/. 
per annum. The document is quite 
perfect, and is very well written. 
The King's signature, “ Charles 
R.,” is in a fine free hand, and 
the signatures of the members of 
bis Council at the foot of the deed 
are easily deciphered, but are re- 
markable for the diversity of the 
handwriting. That of Buckingham’s 
is quite different from the others ; it 
is very free, but in good taste. The 
Royal seal is affixed to the deed* 
and the seals of the signing Privy 
Councillors are appended likewise. 

Hastings Barony. — T he House 
of Lords reported their decision on 
the claims to this ancient barony in 
the following terms : — 

“Hastings Barony. — Committee 
for privileges met, and claim con- 
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fidered. Resolved, that the Barony 
of Hastings was vested, as a bar- 
ony descendible to heirs general of 
the body, in John de Hastings, 
who died in 1313 ; and that the 
said John de Hastings, Baron Hast* 
ings, was summoned to and sat in 
Parliament in the 18th of Edward 
1st, and left one son, John, and one 
daughter, Elizabeth, by his first 
marriage, and two sons by his se- 
cond marriage : and that the issue 
of the said John, the son of the 
mid Baron Hastings by his first 
marriage, failed in 1389 ; and that 
Frances, the wife of the Rev. 
Richard Browne, Henry Le 
Strange, Styleman Le Strange, 
*nd Sir Jacob Astley, Bart., are 
descended from the eldest surviving 
»n of the said John Baron Hast- 
ings, who died in 1313, by his 
Kcond marriage ; and that the 
mid Barony is in abeyance between 
the said Frances Brown, being de- 
fended from Anne, the eldest 
daughter of Sir Hugh Hastings, 
who died in 1540, and the said 
Henry Le Strange Styleman Le 
Strange, and the said Sir Jacob 
Astley, being descended from 
Elizabeth, the younger daughter 
of the same Sir Hugh Hastings ; 
the said Henry Le Strange Style- 
nmnLe Strange being descended 
from Armine, the eldest daughter, 
mid the said Sir Jacob Astley being 
descended from Lucy, the second 
daughter of Sir Nicholas Le 
Strange, who died in 1724,” 

The Queen has been pleased to 
determine the abeyance in favour 
of Sir Jacob Astley, who as Lord 
Hastings now stands second among 
the Barons in the Roll of the 
Lords. 


JUNE. 

1. India (Ovebland) Mail.— 


The contents of this month's Mail 
were given in the daily papers in 
the following summary - 

“Accounts have been received 
of the recommencement of hosti- 
lities in China. Our troops took 
possession of the Forts of Bogue 
on the 25th of February, and of 
the Factory of Canton. The Em- 
peror, nevertheless, expressed his 
determination not to submit. 

“ Keshen had been disgraced, 
and sent in irons to Pekin. 

<f Sir G. Bremer arrived on the 
22d of April at Calcutta to confer 
with the Governor-General. Re- 
inforcements were to proceed to 
China forthwith." 

This news, though totally un- 
expected, and apparently deeply 
affecting the Eastern trade, pro- 
duced a very slight effect on the 
mercantile world, and even, taken 
with other unfavourable circum- 
stances, depressed the funds only 
a quarter per cent. 

3. The Language op the 
B ttiTisn Islands.— Court of Ex~ 
chequer. — Jones v. Jones . — This 
was a case which had been tried 
at Bala, on the last North Wales 
circuit, the only important feature 
in which was the fact, as alleged 
in the report of the learned judge, 
that not a man of the jury who 
heard the trial could speA a word 
of English ! a state of things 
which led to the very reasonable 
proposition that the evidence should 
be taken and left for the considera- 
tion of the full Court, who were 
to treat the same as a jury and 
decide the fact as well as the law, 
a course which is frequently adopt- 
ed, though seldom for the reason 
mentioned. 

— A most awful and destructive 
fire unfortunately happened in the 
town of Dunstable, in Hertford- 
shire, by which twenty.oue houses 
(E 2] 
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were entirely destroyed, and pro- 
perty to the extent of some thou- 
sands consumed. It was discovered 
shortly after one o’clock in the 
morning, raging furiously on pre- 
mises in High-street, on the west 
side, near the corner of Church- 
street. Soon after the alarm had 
been given, the engine belonging 
to the town was brought to the 
spot, but it was found to be in so 
dilapidated a condition, that it was 
impossible to bring it into play. 
An express was then despatched to 
Luton, five miles distant, for assist- 
ance, but it was full an hour and 
a quarter before the engines ar- 
rived. Shortly before three o'clock 
several engines came up from dif- 
ferent parts of the surrounding 
country, and but for their aid the 
fire would have spread to a tre- 
mendous extent. 

5. The Woolwich Convicts. 
—An inquest was held at the 
Salutation Tavern, Woolwich, on 
the bodies of six more convicts, 
who had died within the last few 
days on board the Justiiia, hos- 
pital-ship. Their deaths were the 
result of natural causes, and chiefly 
from affections of the chest. Their 
bodies presented an appearance of 
great emaciation. The jury re- 
turned in each case a verdict of 
“ Natural death.” 

6. Fire in Exeter. — Three 
Lives Lost. — A fire broke out in 
the house of Mr. Sellick, cabinet- 
maker, Mary-Arches-street, at- 
tended with very afflicting conse- 
quences. Most of the houses in 
the neighbourhood, including the 
one which was the scene of con- 
flagration, are let in separate 
apartments, and before the arrival 
of the engines several individuals 
had been safely rescued from the 
burning house by means of ladders ; 
when the sister-in-law of Mr. Sel- 


lick was seen attempting to make 
her escape from a second floor 
window ; she first got outside, and 
then let herself down, hanging by 
her hands to the sill of the win- 
dow. Before, however, a* ladder 
could be raised for her assistance 
she yielded her hold and fell to the 
ground, her fall being i h some 
measure broken by people under- 
neath. The unfortunate woman 
was immediately carried to a neigh- 
bour’s house, but she was to much 
injured that medical aid ptovedof 
no avail. She died in about five 
hours afterwards. An old man, 
of seventy-six years of age, named 
Webber, who was very deaf, could 
not be aroused from his sleep, and 
the poor old man was left to bis fate. 
When the fire bad been subdued, 
the remains of the old gentleman 
were found amongst the mins in « 
shockingly mutilated state. Ano- 
ther woman, the widow of a mason's 
labourer, also perished, and after 
a search of two hours, her body 
was found in a shockingly muti- 
lated condition. 

A Returned Ball.— The guw 
(two 32-pounders) of the Ntme* 
sis, an iron war steamer, much 
distinguished in the war with the 
Chinese, were cast by Messrs. 
Fawcett and Preston, of Liverpool. 
Captain Hall and the officers of 
the Nemesis, addressed the folior- 
ing letter to Mr. Fawcett, accom- 
panied by a very singular present, 
namely, a ball which had been 
fired from the Nemesis into the 
Chinese Admiral's junk in the 
affair in Anaon'a Bay on the 7th 
of last January, and afterward* 
recovered on boarding' the junk 
after the action. 

u Nemesis , Botes Tigrit, 
/cm. 14, lS4t* 

“ Captain Hall and the officers j 
of the Nemesis present their kind i 
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compliments to Mr. Fawcett, and 
bavfe to present him with one of 
many of bis 32-pounder shot which 
w*. fired into the Chinese Adrai- 
ralVwar junk from the Nemesis, in 
Anson's Bay, on the 7th of Jan., 
l&4J r and afterwards recovered 
fcpm the wreck of the junk.'* 

8. Destruction of Astley’s 
Axphitheatbe, and Loss of 
LiFB.-^At twenty-five minutes be- 
fore five o’clock this morning, a 
most extensive and disastrous fire 
occurred at Astley’s Theatre, at the 
foot of West mins ter- bridge. A 
avttttbet of the inhabitants living 
ou the spot, instantly on discover- 
ing that the theatre was in a blaze, 
rushed out of their houses for the 
purpose of rendering all the aid 
it their power ; but unfortunately 
the flames had obtained so great a 
hold of the place as to render their 
exertions fruitless* The utmost 
exertions were used to remove the 
celebrated stud of horses from the 
stobles. Although the docility of 
the animals is universally known, 
yet the grooms and attendants had 
the greatest difficulty in rescuing 
them. Several of the poor crea- 
tures, upon being loosened, endea- 
voured to enter the arena in which 
thqr were wont to amuse all who 
vuitpdthiR popular place of amuse- 
meat ; particularly the ponies, 
which began snorting and plunging 
about in a most terrific manner, 
and had it not been for the extra- 
ordinary control which the grooms 
possessed over the animals, the loss 
must have been very great. In 
the stables surrounding the ring 
were five horses and a jackass, 
which was about coming out as 
the hero of the amphitheatre. By 
the intrepidity of a German rider 
pained York, .three of the horses 
ia this part of the building were 
rtvedi Regardless of the dan- 


ger which he ran, he rushed 
across the ring, although the fire 
was raging in a furious manner 
about him, and brought out a 
horse each time. Upon making 
the fourth attempt, the heat be- 
came so intolerable as to cause one 
of the horses, on reaching the 
centre of the ring, to drop, and it 
perished. Another horse and the 
donkey* perished in their stalls. 
At the time the fire broke out 
there were about fifty horses in the 
stables, besides two zebras and 
some asses. A quarter of an hour 
had not elapsed before half a dozen 
powerful engines were fixed at 
various parts of the building. Un- 
fortunately some minutes expired 
before they could be got into play, 
in consequence of the want of 
water, while the flames each suc- 
ceeding minute were assuming 
greater and more terrific power. 
The firemen and police who were 
placed at the front entrance not 
observing any portion of Mr. 
Ducrow’s family making their ap- 
pearance, began to be alarmed for 
their safety. When they burst 
open the doors, the sight which 
met their eye was one of the most 
sublime and magnificent which can 
be imagined, the whole of the vast 
interior, comprising the boxes, 
galleries, pit, and stages were en- 
veloped in one body of fire, pre- 
senting the appearance of a mighty 
furnace. The firemen, finding 
that not the slightest prospect ex- 
isted of saving any portion of the 
theatre or of the dwelling-house 
of Mr. Ducrow, mounted the roofs 
of the surrounding houses, and 
succeeded by dint of the most ex- 
traordinary exertions in confining 
the devastation to the area beneath. 
Suddenly a kind of grumbling 
noise was heard below, which 
arose from some portions of the 


Digitized by v^oogle 



54 


ANNUAL REGISTER. [1841 


outer walls giving way, when the 
roof fell in with a most tremen- 
dous crash, which was heard at a 
considerable distance. At the same 
instant a fiery cloud shot up into 
the air, and, after a momentary 
pause, descended over the neigh- 
bourhood, presenting a most sin- 
gular appearance. By six o'clock 
the theatre was levelled to the 
ground, and by seven o'clock the 
firemen had the flames completely 
under their control. 

Upon inquiring how Mr. Du- 
crow and his family escaped, it 
was ascertained that the bedrooms 
of the greater portion of them 
were upon the second floor, over 
the b >x and pit entrance. They 
were awoke by the loud cries of 
those in the buck part of the 
theatre calling upon them to effect 
their escape, when Mr. Ducrow 
immediately got up, and upon 
looking towards the theatre saw a 
body of smoke, and knew at once 
that it must be on fire. Having 
aroused the whole of his family, 
he snatched up one of his youngest 
children and ran down stairs, fol- 
lowed by Mrs. Ducrow and the 
rest. One of the female servants 
of the name of Elizabeth Britton, 
perished in the flames. She was 
scon to comedown with the family, 
and was observed by some of the 
ostlers who were dragging the 
ponies out of the stables to return 
into the dwelling-house, as was 
supposed, to endeavour to save 
some of her clothes. It was 
thought that she had been saved, 
until her body was discovered lying 
in a crouched position behind the 
box-door at the entrance to the 
theatre. The poor creature was 
so dreadfully burnt as scarcely to 
be recognized as a human being ; 
she was, in fact, burnt to a black- 
ened substance. 


It is supposed that the fire ori- 
ginated under the lower stage, by 
some sparks falling through tbc 
flooring of the upper stage, in the 
representation of a scene of “ the 
Burning of Woodstock," in the 
piece entitled The Wars of Oliver 
Cromwell ; there was a great quan- 
tity of sawdust collected, and the 
sparks falling on it, it smouldered 
away unperceived until it burst 
forth. 

The loss exceeds 30,000/., and 
Mr. Ducrow had not, unfortu- 
nately, insured for one fraction of 
the property. This calamity so 
affected Mr. Ducrow that he lost 
his reason, and died shortly after. 

11. Extraordinary Suicide. 
—A Coroner's jury was empanelled 
before Mr. W. Carter, the Coroner 
for the eastern division of Surrey, 
at the Greyhound Inn, Croydon, 
for the purpose of inquiring into 
the death of Mrs. Mary Russell, a 
lady of fortune residing at Croy- 
don, who destroyed herself by 
taking a quantity of arsenic and lau- 
danum. Harriet Giles, the ladies* 
maid to the family, deposed that on 
Monday morning last the deceased 
lady went out about 1 1 o'clock in 
the morning, which was rather an 
unusual occurrence, and returned 
in about half-an-hour. On the 
Tuesday morning witness took up 
some water to her mistress's bed- 
room, and she told her that she 
felt unwell, and that she should 
not get up, but wished to have 
her breakfast sent up to her. Wit- 
ness accordingly shortly afterwards 
took the deceased some chocolate, 
when she observed that she drank 
it rather hastily : in a short time 
after witness had left the room 
the bell was rung, and she went 
up stairs to her mistress, who 
ordered her to send her daughter 
up stairs immediately, and witness 
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then observed that her mistress 
had been vomiting in a basin that 
was by the bedside. Miss ltussell 
went up to her mother's bed- 
room immediately ; directly after- 
wards the bell was rung violently, 
and a footman was ordered to be 
dispatched for a surgeon, and Mr. 
Neville, of Croydon, arrived soon 
afterwards. The witness then 
proceeded to detail various inco- 
herent acts committed by the de- 
ceased for some time prior to the 
melancholy occurrence, and her 
evidence left very little doubt as to 
the state of mind of the unhappy 
lady. Mr. Neville deposed, that on 
Tuesday morning be went to the 
bouse of the deceased, and found 
her in bed, and apparently in an 
almost exhausted condition. The 
deceased at this time did not ap- 
pear to be in any pain, and 
witness, knowing that the charac- 
ter of arsenic was to occasion ex- 
cruciating pain, doubted, at first, 
whether she had really taken 
poison of that description. A 
paper with the word “ poison" 
on it was afterwards shown to 
him. Witness, assisted by another 
medical gentleman, made a post 
mortem examination of the body, 
and they discovered truces of both 
arsenic and laudanum, and the 
death of the deceased was no doubt 
occasioned by those poisons. He 
at first considered it extraordinary, 
if the deceased had taken arsenic, 
that she should not be in any pain, 
hut the discovery of the laudanum 
accounted for it, the effect of the 
laodanum being, to a certain ex- 
tent, to neutralize the action of 
the arsenic, and lull the pain. 
The Jury then returned a ver- 
dict * That the deceased destroyed 
herself by taking poison while in 
a state of temporary derange- 
ment." 


The French Navy.— By a list 
of the French Navy, derived from 
official sources, it appears that 
France has at this period — Ships 
of the Line: Four of 120 guns, 
two of 100, three of 90, five of 
86, and nine of 82 guns. Total, 
23. Frigates: Seven of 60 guns, 
one of 58, eleven of 52, six of 46, 
and three of 40 guns. Total, 28. 
Corvettes : Ten of 30 guns, one 
of 29, three of 28, seven of 24, 
four of 20, and six of 16 guns. 
Total, 31. Brigs: Twenty-one of 
20 guns, three of 18, four of 16, 
seventeen of 10, and nine of 8 
guns. Total, 54. Schooners, cut- 
ters, &c., of from 2 to 6 guns, 70. 
Transports: Three of 925 tons, 
and one of 150. Steam Ships: 
Thirty- two of 6 guns, one of 3, 
and one of 4, viz. — five of 220 
horse power, twenty-three of 160, 
one of 150, one of 120, one of 
100, two of 80, aud two of 60. 
Total, 35. Besides this formida- 
ble navy, the French are building 
— Ships of the Line: Three of 
120, eleven of 100, and nine of 
90 guns. Total, 23. Frigates : 
Seven of 42, and three of 46 guns. 
Total, 10. Brigs: Four of 20, 
and ten of 12 guns. Total, 14. 
Steam Ships: Two of 450 horse 
power, two of 320, four of 220, 
and twenty of 60. Total, 28. 

12. During the confirmation 
held at St. Thomas's Church, Ash- 
ton, near Wigan, a report arose 
in the western gallery that it was 
giving way. At about half-past six 
o'clock, at which time the Bishop 
of Chester had just concluded con- 
firming the females, a crack was 
heard in the western gallery, as 
if from the back of one of the 
seats, occasioned by pressure ; this 
immediately caused an impression 
on the minds of several persons 
that the gallery was giving way 
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umler them, just in front, where 
the organ is placed. At the im- 
pulse of the moment a general 
alarm was created, which was con- 
siderably heightened by one of the 
singers telling those standing near 
him that the gallery was giving 
way, and requesting them lo go 
out quietly ; which advice, unfor- 
tunately, was not followed. A 
simultaneous rush instantly took 
place towards the gallery stairs, 
and in the hurry and confusion to 
get out numbers of females fell at 
the bottom of the stairs, and scores 
following hard on in their fright 
also fell over them, until the stair- 
case was completely filled up, the 
females being literally piled one 
on the other nearly to the ceiling. 
Every exertion was promptly made 
to extricate them from their awful 
predicament, but it was found that 
they were jammed so fast together, 
and the pressure from the upper 
part of the stairs so great, that it 
was impossible even to get one out 
from amongst them. Attention 
was instantly turned to get into 
the gallery; and a ladder being 
quickly obtained, the most active 
ascended, and forced back into 
the gallery those at the top of the 
stairs, which greatly relieved the 
undermost. The confusion and 
distracted state of the females, 
however, rendered it difficult to 
accomplish this important object. 
Nearly 20 minutes had elapsed 
without any material good having 
been effected ; at length an inner 
door on the right of the stairs was 
opened, leading to the aisle of the 
church, through which a great 
many were hurled pell-mell, one 
over the other, directly in the face 
of the bishop, who had taken 
refuge in the pulpit. Notwith- 
standing every exertion used by 
the bishop and other ministers to 


pacify them, telling them that 
there was no danger, the congre- 
gation were in such a confused 
state that the advice was disre- 
garded. A clearance having been 
obtained, active exertions were 
made to carry all those into the 
open air who had sustained the 
most serious injury ; and at first 
sight many appeared quite dead, 
whilst others showed little symp- 
toms of life, from the blackness of 
their faces and distorted appear- 
ance. Fortunately, medical assist- 
ance was promptly at hand, and 
every attention which skill and 
humanity could devise was in- 
stantly rendered to the sufferers. 
An aged female was so much in- 
jured that she died the same even- 
ing ; but although a great number 
of females were seriously hurt, no 
further loss of life occurred. The 
gallery has been carefully ex- 
amined, and it had not sustained the 
slightest injury, nor could it be as* 
certained whence the noise proceed- 
ed which caused the catastrophes 
Munificent Bequest. — The 
will and codicils of Mr. J. T. 
Barber Beaumont, late of Regent* 
street, one of the directors of 
the County Fire-office, has just 
been proved in the Prerogative 
Court of the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. The personal property 
of the deceased was sworn under 
the value of 60,000/., and is prin- 
cipally bequeathed to his children. 
The deceased, in his lifetime, had 
commenced a philosophical insti- 
tution, and by a codicil, dated May 
28, 1840, he directs the munifi- 
cent sum of 13,000/., free of duty, 
to be invested in trustees for the 
following purposes To establish 
a philosophical institution in Beau- 
mont-square, Mile-end, for the 
mental and moral improvement of 
the inhabitants of the said squan 
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and the surrounding neighbour- 
hood, in their intervals of business, 
and freed from the baneful excite- 
ment of intoxicating liquors : and 
alio the general cultivation of the 
general principles of practical the- 
ology and the wisdom of God, 
leaving to the different churches 
and sects the cultivation and pur- 
suit of their peculiar tenets ; and 
also for the purpose of affording 
them intellectual improvement, and 
rational recreation and amusement. 

— The late Sheriffs and the 
House of Commons. — A splendid 
entertainment was given at the 
West India Dock Tavern, Black- 
wall, in celebration of the present- 
ation of the testimonials to Mr. 
Evans and Mr. Wheelton, the late 
Sheriffs of London and Middlesex, 
for the firmness and dignity dis- 
played by them during their recent 
imprisonment. Mr. H. Hughes, 
late M.P. for Oxford, was in the 
chair. Before the first toast was 
drunk, the Chairman presented the 
two magnificent services of plate 
to the late Sheriffs, and after com- 
plimenting them on their conduct, 
added — “ It now only remains for 
me, in the discharge of my high 
commission, to present to you, Mr. 
Evans and Mr. Wheelton, respect- 
ively, in the name of the sub- 
scribers, these magnificent pieces 
of plate, in testimony as the 
inscription upon them declares, 
“of the high admiration of the 
subscribers of the conduct of those 
gentlemen, who preferred to en- 
dure a painful and protracted im- 
prisonment, rather than submit to 
the undefined and arbitrary privi- 
lege assumed by the House of 
Commons, whereby they were re- 
quired to violate their oaths of 
office and disobey the Queen’s writ, 
which they had sworn to observe, 
•ad to perpetuate the high sense 


of respect and admiration of the 
subscribers, for the firmness dis- 
played by their Sheriffs during 
their imprisonment in vindication 
of the majesty of the laws and 
liberty of the subject." 

Relics op the Rebellion in 
1745. — As some men were recently 
engaged in the drainage of part of 
Loch Farraline, in Invemesshire, 
they came upon a quantity of old 
firearms; a brass blunderbuss in 
excellent preservation, about 12 
muskets, the scabbard of a sword, 
and other articles. The loch is 
situated in the high mountains 
above Loch Ness. There has been 
a tradition among the people of 
the district for many years that a 
quantity of arms was thrown into 
the lake at the stormy period of 
the rebelliou in 1745, which seems 
to be confirmed by this occurrence. 
In the immediate neighbourhood 
of the spot is the house of Gortuleg, 
which, in 1745, was the property 
of Mr. Fraser, chamberlain and 
8£ent of Lord Lovat. Old Lovat 
himself resided at Gortuleg at this 
interesting time, and hence, it is 
supposed, took place this accumu- 
lation of firearms, which were 
afterwards thrown into the loch 
when the battle of Culloden had 
decided the fate of the Jacobites. 
It is well known that, after his 
defeat. Prince Charles retreated 
through Straithnaim, a district 
possessed by the clan Mackintosh, 
of whom their leader, and every 
individual of rank, had fallen in 
the action, and came towards even- 
ing to the house of Fraser, of 
Gortuleg. Lovat had prepared a 
sumptuous feast in anticipation of 
victory. The house was crowded 
with the retainers of Charles Ed- 
ward and Lovat, and, Mr. Fraser 
used to relate a touching and 
striking anecdote* The children 
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of the family were, for conveni- 
ence, placed in a small room be- 
tween the Prince's chamber and 
another, but which had communi- 
cation with both. The whispers 
of the children, afraid to speak 
out, produced a suspicion in the 
mind of Charles that he had been 
betrayed, and he exclaimed, with 
agitation, “ Open the door, open 
the door/' One of the boys hav- 
ing complied with bis request, tiie 
unfortunate prince presented a 
countenance so strongly marked 
with terror, that its features were 
indelibly impressed on the minds 
of his juvenile beholders. One of 
them described, in vivid terms, the 
fair oval face and blue eye, dis- 
tended with fear and agitation, of 
the tall, handsome, young wan- 
derer. Seeing his mistake, Charles 
gave way to the following pathetic 
exclamation — “How hard is my 
fate, when the innocent prattle of 
children can alarm me so much !” 
— words which long dwelt in their 
memories, and often moved the 
household to tears. Charles was 
too much agitated to think of rest. 
He changed his dress, and, taking 
a glass of wine, left the house at 
10 o’clock at night for Invergarry , 
the seat of McDonald of Glen- 
garry. 

16. Oxford Commemoration. 
—Visit of Prince Albert to 
the University. — The announced 
intention of his Royal Highness 
Prince Albert to visit Oxford, com- 
bined with the circumstance of it 
being the day appointed for the 
annual Commemoration of the 
Founders and Benefactors of the 
various colleges and halls, drew 
together from London, aud the 
counties surrounding this ancient 
seat of learning, a vast concourse 
cf spectators of the various inter* 
nesting proceedings of which Ox- 


ford was the scene. Her Majesty 
and Prince Albert arrived at Nune- 
ham, the seat of his Grace the 
Archbishop of York, on Monday, 
where great preparations had been 
made for their reception. Shortly 
after ten o'clock his Royal High- 
ness Prince Albert, who breakfasted 
at Nuneham with her Majesty, 
drove into the town in an open 
carriage and four, with outriders, 
escorted by Lord Norreys’ troop of 
Oxfordshire Yeomanry Cavalry. 

In the course of reading the 
Act of Convocation, when his Grace 
the Chancellor alluded by name to 
“ Augustissimus Princeps Albert- 
us,” the mention of his Royal 
Highness was hailed by loud and 
prolonged cheers. His Grace the 
Chancellor then, turning towards 
Prince Albert, read an address 
prepared for the occasion. This 
address, beautifully written on 
vellum, and sealed with the Uni- 
versity seal, enclosed in a case of 
gold, was then presented to his 
Royal Highness, who briefly re- 
turned thanks for the honour thus 
conferred upon him, expressing the 
deep satisfaction which it afforded 
him to visit this renowned seat of 
learning. And at the conclusion 
his Royal Highness aud the Chan- 
cellor retired amidst similar plaudits 
to those which hailed their en- 
trance, and were followed by the 
Heads of Houses, and the noble and 
other distinguished visitors ; upon 
which the theatre was speedily 
cleared. His Royal Highness then 
proceeded to the Town Hall, for 
the purpose of receiving addresses 
from the city and the county. Im- 
mediately after the presentation of 
these addresses, the Prince pro- 
ceeded to St. John's College, where 
a sumptuous entertainment was 
served up in the hall, at which all 
the Heads of Houses and many of 
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tbe other distinguished visitors cu pied by a spectator. Her Majesty 
were present His Royal Highness, arrived in a travelling carriage and 
attended by his Grace the Chan- four, shortly before two o’clock, at 
cellor, and the Heads of Houses, the dockyard, accompanied by her 
then proceeded to visit the chief Royal consort and her usual attend- 
objects of attraction in the Uni- ants. Her arrival was announced 
versity, and at four o'clock attended by a Royal salute, and she was re- 
divine service in the beautiful chapel ceived with enthusiastic cheers, 
of Newlnn Hall. At five o'clock his At half-past two o'clock the launch 
Royal Highness returned to Nune- took place, and tbe gigantic vessel 
ham to dinner, loudly cheered by floated gallantly into the river, 
the numerous spectators, and es- and was brought up by means of 
corted as before by tbe Oxfordshire a spring cable at about three 
Yeomanry Cavalry. lengths, swinging round with her 

21. Launch op tiib Trafal- stern towards London, and dis- 
gar. — Upon this occasion Wool- playing her vast proportions to 
wich presented a gay scene. The thousands of admiring spectators, 
river, from the hour of twelve Her launch was announced by the 
o'clock, exhibited a scene of bustle discharge of artillery, and the 
never before approached, not even hurrahs of those who witnessed it. 
on the occasion of the visit of Her Majesty almost immediately 
his late Majesty William 4th and after the launch returned to town. 
Queen Adelaide to Greenwich, on 31. Mansion-House. — Captain 
the anniversary of the battle of Harvey Tuckett, who fought the 
Trafalgar. From twelve o'clock duel with Lord Cardigan, appeared 
steamers of all sizes were passing before Alderman Pirie, to answer 
down to Woolwich, and it is com- a charge of assault under rather 
puted that upwards of 50 of these curious circumstances. A young 
vessels were at one time making, map, named Owen Worsley, who 
almost in company, their way to stated that he was a saddler, and 
the same point. The river was resided at No. 57, South Audley- 
almost covered with them. They street, Grosvenor Square, said that 
could not have conveyed less than on Saturday night, at Greenwich, 
30,000 persons. In addition to he got into one of the carriages on 
these every sort of craft that has the railroad, for the purpose of 
been in requisition since the build- coming to town. He had not been 
ing of Noah's ark was employed to seated a minute when Captain 
convey persons to the sight, or to Tuckett entered the same carriage, 
afford them positions from which and asked him whether he ever got 
to get a view of it. The banks on a good licking. He replied that 
both sides the river were covered he never did, whereupon the Cap- 
with spectators. In addition to tain gave him a blow on the face, 
the immense multitude admitted Witness when the train reached 
into the dockyard by tickets, and town gave the Captain in charge 
the still larger number admitted of tbe policeman at tbe station, 
without tickets at the gates thrown Captain Tuckett, in defence, stated 
open to promiscuous crowds, every that on going to the station he put 
shed, house-top, and elevated place his head into one of the first car- 
from which the smallest glimpse of riages and called to his friends, who 
-view could be commanded was oc- had accompanied him, to know 
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whether they were inside. One of 
those within cried “ Yes, we are 
here and he (defendant) entered 
the carriage. His friends were not 
in it, and the two persons who had 
given evidence began to laugh at 
what they considered the good joke 
of inducing him to enter a carriage 
with which he could have nothing 
to do. Irritated at such offensive 
conduct, he certainly gave the com- 
plainant a slap in the face. It was 
about a quarter before ten at the 
time. The complainant said, that 
he had made no observation to 
Captain Tuckett, nor spoken a 
word, before he received the blow. 
Alderman Pirie said, it appeared 
to him that there had been a great 
deal of provocation received by 
Captain Tuckett. At the same 
time that gentleman had no right 
to take the law into his own hands. 
The assault had been proved be- 
yond a doubt ; but the affair was 
out of his jurisdiction, as the blow 
was struck out of the city of Lon- 
don. 

— Execution op Darmes, 
the Regicide. — The execution of 
Darmes took place in Paris at seven 
o'clock. The day previous several 
attempts were made by the Chan- 
cellor and the Attorney- General to- 
obtain from him some disclosures, 
which it was expected he would 
make after being capitally con- 
victed ; but he refused obstinately 
to reply to their inquiries, and to 
rid himself of their importunities 
he told them that he would reflect 
on the subject, and send for them if 
he had anything to say. His 
lawyer, M. Pinede, had with the 
greatest difficulty prevailed upon 
him to address an appeal for mercy 
to the King. This demand was 
rejected by his Majesty early on 
Sunday, and at twelve o'clock it 
was notified to Darmes that he had 


no mercy to expect He spent the 
remainder of the day perfectly 
tranquil, not expecting to be ex- 
ecuted before Tuesday. At half- 
past five o'clock he was called down 
from his cell to the greffe, where 
the fatal toilette was to be per* 
formed previous to the execution. 
He quietly submitted to the opera- 
tion, and when it was over, he 
mounted with his confessor into a 
vehicle, commonly called pamer d 
saladc , which is used for the con- 
veyance of prisoners. This car- 
riage, escorted by municipal guards, 
cuirassiers, and chasseurs, proceed- 
ed up the Rue de l'Ouest, Rue 
d'Enfer and the adjoining Boule- 
vard, down to the Barri£re St. 
Jacques, where the scaffold had 
been erected during the night. 
Few spectators were in attendance. 
At five o'clock all the avenues lead- 
ing to the Barriere had been oc- 
cupied by the military, all traffic 
interrupted, and the people, who 
had congregated near the scaffold, 
were driven back a considerable 
distance. After he had alighted 
from the carriage his sentence was 
again read to him. The clergyman 
then took leave of him, and he 
ascended the steps of the ladder 
with a steady pace, followed by 
the execu tioner s aids. It was only 
when he reached the platform that 
he came within view of the people ; 
his head was still covered with a 
black veil, and a white shirt en- 
veloped his whole body down to 
the feet, which were bare. The 
executioner having placed him with 
his back to the guillotine, a dia- 
logue appeared to pass between 
them 5 and, from the negative 
shake of the head Which Darmes 
occasionally gave, it was supposed 
that the executioner had held out 
to him a hope of salvation if he 
would make revelations. This con* 
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versation occupied between three 
and four minutes ; the aids then 
soiled him, and having placed him 
with his face towards the knife, 
removed the black veil from his 
eyes, and took off his shirt. The 
sight of the instrument of execu- 
tion seemed to strike him with awe; 
he started, and, feeling rather un- 
steady on his legs, he made a stride 
in order to maintain his equili- 
brium, and then looked on with 
calmness, surrendered himself into 
the hands of the executioner, and 
an instant before the knife dropped 
he was heard to exclaim — Vive la 
France ! The body and head were 
then placed in a basket, and con- 
veyed to the cemetery of Mont- 
Pamasse, where they were interred 
in the enclosure exclusively reserved 
for regicides ! 

— The Wreck of the Royal 
George, at Spithead.— All the 
preparations necessary for the first 
grtat explosion of this year having 
been made, Mr. George Hall, the 
diver, was sent down to examine 
the bottom previously to the charge 
being lowered into the water, when 
on descending into the crater of a 
small charge that had been fired 
the evening before, he unexpect- 
edly fotmd a gun, to which he at- 
tached chain slings, and it was 
brought up by means of the cap- 
stan and crab of the lump (so the 
venels used in coarse dockyard ser- 
vice are termed) working together ; 
after which the charge was lowered 
into the water, and placed as ori- 
ginally proposed, at the bottom of 
the crater formed by the small ex- 
plosion before-mentioned, where 
it was lashed to a pig of ballast. 
Cqjonel Pasley then desired Lieu- 
tenant Hutchinson to go on board 
the lump where the voltaic battery 
was stationed, and when all was 
ready, gave the signal to fire by 


sound of bugle : before the last note 
was finished, an instantaneous ex- 
plosion was known to have taken 
place by a very violent shook, or 
rather two blended into one, for 
such it seemed, accompanied by a 
report like that of a distant gun. 
At tlqs time the tide was running 
strong to the eastward, in conse- 
quence of the operation having 
been delayed about three-quarters 
of an hour beyond the appointed 
time by the recovery of the gun. 
Hence, as several seconds always 
intervene after the explosion before 
its effects are seen at the surface, 
the strength of the tide over- 
powered the rising column of 
water, and the surface was merely 
raised in the form of a segment of 
a sphere of very moderate height, 
which spread gradually round m a 
circular form to a considerable ex- 
tent, black with mud from the 
bottom } and this upheaving, at- 
tended with great commotion of 
the water, did not take place ver- 
tically over the position of the 
charge, but to the eastward of it. 
Hence, though the effect at the 
bottom was no doubt as powerful 
as could be desired, there was no 
column of water thrown np into 
the air, as in Colonel Pasley's great 
explosions of last year. The (fivers 
have been as successful as hereto- 
fore in their operations beneath the 
surface. On the 24th instant two 
guns were got up, one of which 
was a valuable prixe, being a brass 
24-pounder of 1742, in excellent 
preservation, and the other an iron 
32-pounder. Great quantities of 
timber have also been got up, the 
most interesting of which was the 
step of the mainmast, measuring 
eight feet in length, more than 
four feet in width, and of great 
thickness, together with one of the 
wedges by which the heel of the 
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mast fixed over it was kept in its 
place, both as perfect os if they had 
been made yesterday. Several 
fragments of floor timbers and of 
very large beams, and the parts of 
the framing of one of the hatch- 
ways, have also been got up. 

JULY. 

1. The India (Overland) 
Mail. — The advices by the month- 
ly Mail brought news from China, 
the several Presidencies of India, 
and the principal ports of the Le- 
vant. The dates were, from Bom- 
bay, May 22, from Malta, June 
22 ; but no news from China of a 
later date than that contained in 
the last despatches. 

Sir Gordon Bremer was at Cal- 
cutta organising reinforcements for 
our army in China. It was said 
that the reinforcements were to 
consist of 2,500 Europeans, and a 
small number of native troops. 
At Bombay similar preparations 
were in proges? for expediting 
troops to China, where the most 
unfavourable aspect was said to 
prevail. This scanty intelligence 
produced no effect in the monetary 
or commercial world. 

5. Accident. — As the Rev. Mr. 
Freeman, of Langley, was driv- 
ing Mr. Maurice Swabey, one of 
the magistrates for the county of 
Bucks, in his four-wheel chaise, 
on the Slough-road, within about 
a mile of bis residence, he was met 
by a man just as be was turning 
into a lane leading up to Upton, 
with some barge-horses, who was 
proceeding at full gallop. Mr. 
Freeman’s horse took fright at the 
noise caused, it is supposed, by the 
rattling of the chains at their heels, 
and upset the chaise, throwing 
both out with great violence. Mr. 


Swabey fell upon Mr. Freeman* 
and providentially escaped with 
only some slight bruises. The 
rev. gentleman, however, upon 
being picked up, was bleeding pro- 
fusely from the nose, mouth, and 
ears, and totally insensible. He 
was conveyed to a neighbouring 
house, and thence to his own resi- 
dence, where he lingered a few days. 
He had received a severe fracture at 
the base of his skull, from having, 
in his fall, come into contact with 
the edge of a large stone in the 
road, which caused his death. The 
deceased, who was a man of ex- 
tensive and varied classical acquire- 
ments, was highly esteemed and 
respected throughout the neigh- 
bourhood in which he resided. 

— Sixty-four Lives Lost.—* 
An appalling accident occurred at 
Rotherham, by which no less than 
sixty-four lives were lost. It ap- 
pears that Mr. Chambers had been 
building a new vessel at his boat 
and raft yard, in Masbrough, and 
that the launch was to take place 
this afternoon. Previous to this 
being done, and as is the custom, a 
number of persons assembled on 
board to ride off the stocks into the 
water, and it is said to be neces- 
sary that they should be on board, 
in order to weigh the vessel. 
On this occasion about 100 had 
congregated on board, consisting 
of men and boys, the latter gene- 
rally from about eleven to sixteen 
or seventeen years of age. All 
being ready, preparations were 
made for the launch, and those on 
the vessel were iu high glee at 
the expected treat. The fasten- 
ings were let loose, but from some 
cause or other, instead of the boat 
sliding gently down into the wa- 
ter, she suddenly upset, amid the 
screams of the unfortunate beings 
on board. In a moment the whole 
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body of tbe people on the deck 
were precipitated into the water, 
many of them falling beneath the 
vessel. Every assistance was ren- 
dered by those assembled to wit- 
ness the launch, and who succeeded 
in rescuing some few of the suf. 
ferers from a melancholy death. 
But their efforts were limited, and 
the greater number of those who 
had escaped being covered with the 
boat were taken out dead or soon 
afterwards expired. The scene at 
this moment was truly pitiable ; 
the women in every direction ut- 
tering their wild cries for their 
lost husbands, the brothers and 
sisters anxiously inquiring after the 
relations they had missed but for 
a moment, parents solicitous for 
the safety of their children — in 
fact, the whole was one indescrib- 
able scene of confusion and woe, 
which was increased as each dead 
body was drawn forth from the 
fatal river. While those poor suf- 
ferers who were visible were being 
taken out, Mr. Chambers was 
most actively employed in making 
efforts to bring the boat to its 
proper position, in order that those 
beneath might be extricated. In 
order to effect this purpose ropes 
were attached to it, and the as- 
sistants of Mr. Chambers, as also 
the by-standers, endeavoured to 
effect the object in view, but with- 
out success. Horses were then pro- 
cured, and the ropes and chains 
re-attached , but this time tbe fas- 
tenings gave way, and it was not 
until further efforts were made and 
a delay of nearly two hours that 
the object was gained. Each time, 
as the boat was partially lifted up, 
the bodies of the unfortunate suf- 
ferers kept floating from beneath ; 
and when it was set right, eight 
or ten bodies were taken out in 
the space of as many minutes. 


Sixty-four bodies, in all, were 
taken from the water lifeless ! 

16. An accident of a frightful 
nature, by which a man named 
Giles lost his life, occurred in the 
ice-well of Messrs. Rhodes, the 
ice merchants of Hackney-fields. 
The deceased, with other men in 
the same employ, were down the 
well at work digging out the ice 
for the purpose of loading some 
carts which were waiting. The 
well is entered by a door at the 
bottom, the ice being above it, and 
the men, when any ice is wanted, 
are obliged to cut it from the 
bottom, working their way further 
in as the stock decreases $ by this 
a great excavation is made into 
the middle: of the ice, and in seve- 
ral parts they are able to proceed 
a great distance. The deceased 
with three men was at work under 
one of these places when the whole 
of it fell in ; the deceased's com- 
panions escaped in the most mira- 
culous manner, but he being fur- 
ther in the place than they were 
was buried under the falling mass, 
which weighed several tons. The 
fall was so sudden, that one of the 
men nearly shared the deceased’s 
fate. As soon as their fright was 
over they set to work in digging 
the deceased out, but 20 minutes 
elapsed before they came to him. 
On taking him out he was alive, 
but in a most dreadful state of 
suffering, bis arms and legs ap- 
pearing to be crushed. He was 
removed on a stretcher to the 
London Hospital, where he died 
in an hour after his admission. 

Two Firmans have lately been 
promulgated by the Sheik ul Islam, 
which it is said have created great 
discontent among the fair inhabi. 
tants of the Turkish harems. Tbe 
first is somewhat to the following 
effect : — “ Whereas it has come to 
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the knowledge of those whose duty 
it is to watch over the morals of 
the faithful, and to see that none 
shall presume to transgress pre- 
scribed rules, that certain women 
of unblushing boldness and frivo- 
lous demeanour have, in imitation 
of those daughters of burnt mothers, 
the she-Kiaffirs of Pera, permitted 
their noses, and even their lips, to 
be exposed to the wanton gaze of 
passengers, it is enjoined, in the 
name of the Most Merciful, the 
recompenser of all virtue, that the 
wives and daughters of the faithful 
shall cautiously abstain from all 
such indecencies, and that they 
shall carefully wrap their yach- 
mecks (veils) round their faces, in 
such manner as to conceal their 
lips and noses, and only leave a 
sufficient aperture for the purpose 
of seeing that they do not defile 
themselves by coming in contact 
with any male infidels. Let them 
attend to this, or it will be the 
worse for them/' The second is 
still more stringent, and not alto- 
gether exempt from a piece of 
scandal ; it is couched more or less 
in these terms — “ Allah is great 
and omnipotent, and has placed 
limits to all things. It being a 
matter of public notoriety that the 
infidel traders of Pera have in- 
creased in number, and stored their 
shops with divers tempting articles, 
the offspring of Satan's inventions, 
whereby the wives and handmaids 
of the faithful are excited to acts 
of most objectionable extravagance, 
thereby injuring their domestic 
felicity, and entailing great pecu- 
niary inflictions upon their bus- 
bands and lords; it also being 
observed that, not content with 
filling their shops with these luring 
creations of Eblis, the aforesaid 
breeders of mischief place behind 
their counters youths of comely 


appearance, hoping strongly to 
further captivate and intoxicate 
the senses of true-believing women, 
and thence endangering their souls 
as well as their purses, it is conse- 
quently ordained in the name of 
the Avenger of all Incongruities, 
that caution and discretion be in- 
culcated by husbands and male 
relatives, and that the pernicious 
practice of frequenting these in- 
fidel traps of destruction be put an 
end to. Let this serve as a warn- 
ing, or all parties will eat con- 
siderable dirt in this world and in 
the next." 

Letters have been received from 
Captain Butterfield, of Her Ma- 
jesty's ship Fantome, bearing date 
May 1, 1841, lat. 1° 56' S., long. 
8° 4 O' W., giving details of the 
capture of the Josephine, the fast* 
est brigantine out of Havannah, 
with 299 slaves on board, after a 
severe chase of 24 hours, going 
over 257 miles of ground, and 
carrying a press of sail that placed 
every spar in jeopardy. The chase 
appears to have tested the sailing 
qualities of the Fantome, and to 
have placed her as one of the 
fleetest of her class in the service. 
The prize had been chased by Her 
Majesty's ships Wolverine, Bo- 
netta, Cygnet, and Lyra, all of 
which she escaped by her supe- 
riority of sailing. During the 
chase, the captain of the brigantine 
supposed he had to encounter the 
celebrated Waterwitch, and treated 
with derision the idea of his being 
captured by a ship of war. Cap- 
tain Butterfield was obliged to 
send his first lieutenant in charge 
of the prize, leaving himself as the 
only officer on board ; having lost 
by death the master, second lieu- 
tenant, and surgeon, who had not, 
at the date of his letter, been re- 
placed. 
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19. Fatal Accident on the 
Rinat— Abopt five o’clock in the 
afternoon a melancholy accident, 
which was attended by the loss of 
three lives, occurred at Westmin- 
ster-bridge. A young man of the 
name of Benjamin Harbour, a 
farmer's labourer, residing in the 
neighbourhood of Croydon, was, 
on Sunday, at St. Martin’s-in-the- 
Fields, married to a young woman 
named Caroline Stedman, and that 
this day being in town, they with 
five friends took a boat at Hun- 
gerford-market, ‘ with a view of 
having a row up the river in cele- 
bration of the event. They pro- 
ceeded nearly up to Vauxhall- 
bridge, and then turned back. All 
went on very well until their 
arrival at Westminster- bridge, 
when, through the bad manage- 
ment of the rower, the wherry 
was driven athwart one of the 
piers, and instantly went into two 
halves. Of the seven, four were 
quickly rescued, but the other 
three perished. 

23. The General Election. 
—The Thirteenth Imperial Par- 
liament having been dissolved on 
the 23rd, the General Election took 
place during this month , Notwith- 
standing that party spirit had been 
much excited upon some points, 
and that much excitement pre- 
vailed among the partisans of rival 
candidates, the public peace was 
in few instances broken. For the 
general result the reader is referred 
to the historical portion of this 
work : the state of the polls in 
some of the more important coun- 
ties, dries, and boroughs, is here 
given 

CITY OF LONDON. 

Mr. Masterman (Tory) . 6,339 
Sir M. Wood (Whig) . . 6,315 
Mr. Lyall (Tory) . . . 6,290 

Vol. LXXXIIL 


Lord John Russell (Whig) 6,221 
Mr. Attwood (Tory) . . 6,212 
Mr. Pattison (Whig) . , 6,070 
Mr. Crawford (Whig) . . 6,065 
Alderman Pirie (Tory) • 6,017 

CITY OF WESTMINSTER. 

Captain Rous (Tory) . . 3,338 
Mr. Leader (Whig) . . 3,281 
Colonel Evans (Whig) . . 3,258 


BOROUGH OF MARYLEBONE. 

Sir Benjamin Hall (Whig) 4,661 
Commodore Sir C. Napier 

(Whig) 4,587 

Mr. B.B. Cabbell (Tory) 3,401 
Sir J. J. Hamilton (Tory) . 3,383 
Mr. Sankey (Radical) . . 6i 


TOWER HAMLETS. 


Mr. Clay (Whig) . . 
Mr. Fox (Whig) . . 
Mr. Robinson (Tory) . 
Mr. Hutchison (Tory) 
Mr. Thompson (Radical) 


4,706 

4,096 

2,183 

1,775 

831 


BOROUGH OF LAMBETH. 


Mr. Hawes (Whig) . . 
Mr. D’Eyncourt (Whiff) 
Mr. Baldwin (Tory) 

Mr. Cabbell (Tory) . 


2,601 

2,558 

1,999 

1,763 


Captain J. W. D, Dundas 

(Whig) j 747 

Mr. S. G. Barnard (Whiv) 1 5Q9 
Sir G, Cock burn (Tory) . L274 


LIVERPOOL. 
Lord Sandon (Tory) 

Mr. Cresswell (Tory) 

Sir J. Walmesley (Whig) 
Lord Palmerston (Whig) 


5,979 

5,793 

4,647 

4,431 


BIRMINGHAM. 
Mr. Muntz (Radical) 

Mr. Scholefield (Radical) 
Mr. Spooner (Tory) / j 


2,175 

1,963 

1,825 


Viscount Duncan (W! 
Mr.J. A. Roebuck (Rj 
Viscount Powerscourt 
Mr. W , L. Bruges . 
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BRIGHTON. 


Captain Pechcll (Whip;) . 
Mr. J. N« Wigney (Whig) 
Captain Dalrymple (Tory) 
Mr. C. Brooke r (Chartist . 


1,445 

1,228 

868 

4 


HULL. 

Sir J.Hanmer (Tory) .. 1,844 
Sir W. James (Tory) . . 1,830 
Mr. James Clay .... 1,761 

Colonel Thompson (Rad.) 1,641 


LEEDS. 

Mr. W. Beckett (Tory) . . 2,076 
Mr. W. Aldam (Whig) . . 2,043 
Mr. Joseph Hume(Radical) 2,033 
Viscount Jocelyn ... 1,926 


MANCHESTER. 

Mr. Mark Philips (Whig) 3,702 
Mr. T. M. Gibson (Whig) 3,58 * 
Sir George Murray (Tory) 3,1 16 
Mr. Entwisle ..... 2,685 


WEST RIDING OF YORK. 


Hon. J. S. Wortley (Tory) 13,165 
Mr. E. B. Denison (Tory) 12,780 
Viscount Milton (Whig) . 12,080 
Viscount Morpeth (Whig) 12,031 


LINCOLNSHIRE (LINDSAY 
DIVISION.) 

Lord Worsley (Whig) . . 6,401 
Mr. Christopher (Wnig) . 4,522 
Mr. Oust (Tory) .... 3,819 


COUNTY OF HERTFORD. 


Lord Grimston (Tory) . . 2,585 

Mr. Ryder (Tory) . . • 2,552 
Mr. A. Smith (Whig) • * 2,525 
Mr. Alston (Whig) ... 1 ,732 


DERBYSHIRE. 


Mr.E.M.Mundy . . . 3,234 
Mr. C.R. Colville . . . 3,209 
Mr. T. Gisborne .... 2,403 
Lord Waterpark .... 2,325 


DUBLIN (CITY.) 

Mr. West (Tory) • • • WJJ 
Mr. Grogan (Tory). • • JgJ 
Mr. O'Connell (Radical) . 3,fl» 
Mr. Hatton (Radical) . • 


DUBLIN (COUNTY). 

Mr. J. H. Hamilton . • 

Mr. E. Taylor . . • • 

Lord Brabazon . . • • 

Mr. George Evan. . • • , . w# 

24. Collision off Dove*.— 
The Russian bark, John of Rig*, 
laden with timber and long spats 
for the use of the Spanish navy, 
bound for Bilboa, about four mile* 
off Southsand-head about 1 ododt 
in the morning, ran foul oTthe 
Prussian bark Prosperator, Lap- 
tain D. W. Albrecht, hound to 
Stettin, from Newport, . with » 
cargo of iron rails, earned aw ij 
her bow, and caused her to go 
down in about 80 fathoms water, 
with eight souls on board, all « 
whom perished. The mate of the 
Prosperator, the boatswain, 
Hehendorff, and Euzan, a seaman, 
saved themselves by jumping on 
board the Russian vessel. 

27. Embezzlement by, and 
Suicide of, a Youth.— An in- 
quest was held bv Mr. Carter, a 
the Castle Tavern, Tooting, on 
view of the body of Arnold James 
Eades, a youth aged 17. 

George Banks deposed to finding 
the body in the hay-loft suspend 
from one of the beams by a hand- 
kerchief, and ran and gave an 
alarm. My young master came in- 
stantly and cut the deceased down. 
He was found to be quite dea d. 

Mr. Charles Chapman, w*#™ 
the youth’s employer, stated tne 
means taken to restore life. 

Mrs. Chapman was next exam- 
ined, but the oath was notadmtn- 
steredtoher. She appeared » 
labouring under great agj * . ' 
The witness having stated the « - 
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cumstances to which the could bear 
testimony, the following extraor- 
dinary scene occurred ; — 

Coroner. — I have not yet sworn 
you, Madam. Have the goodness 
to take the book, and attend to the 
words of the oath. 

Mrs. Chapman (greatly agitated) 
—Oh no, Sir, I will not take an 
oath. 

The Coroner courteously insisted 
upon the witness swearing to the 
evidence she hud given, otherwise 
he must strike his pen through the 
whole of it. 

The witness still persisted in her 
refusal. She said that all she had 
stated was, to the best of her re- 
collection, perfectly true, but that 
she was almost in a state of dis- 
traction when the occurrences she 
had detailed took place. 

The Coroner still insisting, the 
witness rose from her seat, appar- 
ently in great mental agony, and 
bursting into tears, implored that 
she might be excused from taking 
the required oath. 

Mr. Chapman (witness’s hus- 
band.)— Really I see no reason why 
you should not swear to your state- 
ment. You know it to be true, 
and as a Christian you can safely 
verify it by the oath which the 
law requires. 

Witness (weeping bitterly.) — 
Oh, spare me. I cannot take an 
oath. 

The depositions were again read 
over to the witness, who declared 
that every word was correct ; but 
still she. refused to be sworn. 

Coroner.— Then, Madam, it will 
be my painful duty to oommit you. 

Mr. Chapman. — I consider, Mr. 
Coroner, you are carrying this 
matter too far. I cannot allow my 
wife to stay here any longer. If 
she does, she will be laid on a bed 
of sickness* 
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Coroner.— You must allow me. 
Sir, to know my duty. I am bound 
by law to take all evidence upon 
oath. 

Mr. Chapman.— With deference 
to you, you ought to have admin- 
istered the oath to Mrs. Chapman 
before you heard her evidence. 
She never had the least idea that 
she would be required to make her 
statement upon oath. 

The Coroner then stated, that he 
should be obliged to adjourn the 
inquest and commit Mrs. Chap- 
man, upon which Mr. Chapman 
earnestly interfered to induce his 
wife to take the oath, which she 
at last did, but fainted away at the 
same moment, and was carried out 
of the room. 

The jury returned a verdict, 
“That deceased destroyed himself 
whilst labouring under temporary 
insanity.” 

29. British Association for 
the Advancement of Science — 
Plymouth.— The business of the 
association commenced this morn- 
ing by the meeting of the general 
committee, which was as numer- 
ously attended as on any previous 
occasion. The Rev. Professor 
Whewell, the President elect, 
having taken the chair, the report of 
the Council was read. It stated, that 
in the past year there had been in- 
vested the sum of 1,0001. in the 
three per cent. Consols, in addition 
to the already funded property of 
5,000/. In consequence of their 
attendance at the last meeting of 
Glasgow, the Council had elected, 
as corresponding members. Pro- 
fessors Encke and Link, of Berlin ; 
Professor Otto, of Breslau; Pro- 
fessor Jacobi, of St. Petersburgh ; 
and Dr. Lamont, Astronomer Royal 
at Munich. An application had 
been made from the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society for a grant of 
F 2 
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money for the purchase of magneti- 
eal instruments for the use of M. 
Scbomburgk in his expedition into 
Guiana, which had been agreed to. 
The Council had also taken into 
consideration a plan suggested to 
them at Glasgow for holding the 
sectional meetings at different 
hours, which was, however, re- 
jected by them. A plan would be 
proposed to the committee which 
had been adopted at the present 
meeting on account of the sugges- 
tion of Sir John Robinson at Glas- 
gow, to diminish the amount of 
expenses at future towns which the 
Association might visit; and another 
proposition would also be made 
regulating the future publications 
of the society, by which their cir- 
culation would be increased, and 
much benefit to science at large 
might result. Mr. J. Taylor, the 
treasurer, next read the financial 
report of the Association. At the 
last report there remained a balance 
in hand of 309/. llr. 6cL 9 since 
which there had been received at 
Glasgow for life compositions 790/. 
for annual subscriptions 1,843/., 
making, with other incidental sums 
for dividends on stock, the sale of 
books, &c., atotalof 3,350/. 125. 2d. 
There had been expended for grants 
of money to scientific objects, 
1,235/. 105. 9d. ; the expenses of 
the Glasgow meeting 300/. ; and 
other sums, including the purchase 
of 1,000/. in the three per cents., 
which left a present balance of 
367/. 35. llri. The estimated 
value of the funds and property 
oftheAssociation was 6, 95 5/. 9s. 1 1</. 
The sectional meetings were gener- 
ally well attended, but the number 
of papers to be read does not seem 
equal to those at some previous 
meetings* 


AUGUST. 

2. Qurbn-squarb. — Lord By- 
ron's Greek proltgt, Mustapha Ali, 
apparently about thirty years of 
age, was placed at the bar, charged 
with having uttered a draught on 
Cox and Greenwood's, upon a re- 
presentation that it would he paid 
by Colonel L. Stanhope. The 
defendant, it seems, was originally 
found when a boy of tender yean, 
by the late Lord Byron, in a hou# 
in Greece; where he had saved 
himself by concealment at a time 
when the whole of his family 
perished in a general massacre by 
the Turks. Lord Byron placed 
him at a school, where, amongst 
other acquirements, he obtained a 
knowledge of English, which he 
speaks perfectly. His Lorddiip 
subsequently transferred him to 
Colonel Leicester Stanhope, with 
whom he remained for some time, 
but afterwards having forfeited, hr 
his impropriety of conduct, two or 
three excellent situations, he was 
at length given up by that gentle- 
man. The case was of no other 
interest ; the prisoner was re- 
manded. 

6. Explosion at Thornlet 
Colliery. — A dreadful explosion 
took place at Tbornley Colliery, 
about fourteen miles from Sunder- 
land occasioned by the carelessness 
of a (i trapper,*' a boy whose duty 
it is to shut the door of which he 
has charge immediately after the 
passage of the truck which conveys 
the coal from the seam. Nine 
men were killed, three dreadfully 
injured, twelve more slightly. 
This catastrophe led to much en- 
quiry into the condition of labourers 
in the coal mines. 

7. Match between the Lraic- 
dbr and Cambridge Rowing 
Clubs. — The recent victory of the 
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Cantabs over their opponents of 
the sister University last April, 
greatly increased the interest of the 
match between them and the crack 
London Club, which came off this 
day, at high water, in the presence 
of an immense crowd of spectators 
—the crews were as follows 

LEANDER. CAMBRIDGE. 

Dalgleiih. Brett. 

C. Pot lock. Abercrombie. 

Ommanney. Vatman. 

Jenkins. Cobbold. 

Ronayne. Anson. 

Julius, Selwyn. 

Wallace. Hon. L. Denman, 

hay UW- Shad well. 

Shephwrd, cois. J. Egan, coxa. 

The start was from West min- 
ster-bridge, when the Leander im- 
mediately took the lead, and when 
they passed Vauxb all-bridge, were 
three boats length a-head, this 
advantage was increased considera- 
bly at Battersea, and when the 
Leander shot through the centre 
arch of Putney-bridge, the Cam- 
bridge boat was full two boats* 
length in the rear. The distance 
was accomplished in thirty-two 
minutes. 

— Desructlve Fire in Upper 
TH 4 B£Ejs- 8 TREEr. — At an early 
hour of the morning a fire, involv- 
ing enormous sacrifice of bonded 
property, broke out in Upper 
Thamea-street, near Puddledock, 
and raged with fearful violence 
for many houiy. The premises 
belonged to Mr. Smith, a com- 
pactor, and were seven and five 
stones high, occupying an exten- 
sive river frontage. The engines 
of the Fire-brigade were rapidly 
brought into play, and the large 
Anting engine came up with the 
tide, and from her immense power 
(bring manned with not less than 
a hundred hands) proved very 
rifirieat in checking the progress 


of the flames, which were for- 
tunately prevented from spreading 
to the adjoining premises, although 
these were somewhat damaged. 
Several thousand quarters of grain 
of all descriptions were thrown 
into the Thames, the surface of 
which was covered during several 
tides. From the extreme vivid- 
ness of the flames, St. Paul’s Ca- 
thedral, the neighbouring churches 
and buildings, and the river and 
its banks, were lighted up with 
fearful distinctness. The damage 
is supposed to be nearly 25, 000 L 

9. Destruction of the Steam- 
boat Erie by Fire, and the 
loss of 170 lives. — The Erie 
left Buffalo at ten minutes past 
four o’clock p. m., laden with 
merchandise destined for Chicago, 
and with, as nearly as can now be 
ascertained, about 200 persons, in- 
cluding passengers and crew, on 
board. When off Silver Creek, 
about eight miles from shore, and 
thirty- three miles from that city, 
a slight explosion was heard, and 
immediately, instantaneously al- 
most, the whole vessel was enve- 
loped in flames. Captain Titus, who 
was on the upper deck at the time, 
rushed to the ladies* cabin to ob- 
tain the life-preservers of which 
there were from ninety to one 
hundred on board; but so rapid 
had been tbe progress of the 
flames, he found it impossible to 
enter the cabin. He returned 
to the upper deck, on his way giv- 
ing orders to the engineer to stop 
the engine, the wind and the head- 
way of the boat increasing the 
fierceness of the flames and driving 
them aft. The engineer replied 
that in consequence of the flames 
he could not reach the engine. 

The steersman was instantly 
directed to put the helm hard- 
a-starboard. The vessel swung 
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slowly round, heading to the shore, 
and the boats — there were three 
on board — were then ordered to be 
lowered. Two were lowered, but, 
in consequence of the heavy sea, 
and the headway of the vessel they 
were both swamped as soon as they 
touched water. The fire was seen 
by the Clinton steamer, which 
immediately put about and reached 
the burning wreck about 10p.m. It 
was a fearful sight. All the up- 
perworks of the Erie had been 
burnt away. The engine was 
standing, but the hull was a mass 
of dull, red flame. The passengers 
and crew were floating around, 
screaming in their agony and 
shrieking for help. The boats of 
the Clinton were instantly lowered 
and manned, and every person that 
could be seen or heard was picked 
Up, and every possible relief afford- 
ed. The Lady, a little steamboat 
lying at Dunkirk, went out of 
that harbour as soon as possible 
after the discovery of the fire, and 
arrived soon after the Clinton. 
By 1 A. m. all was still, except 
the dead crackling of the fire. 
Not a solitary individual could be 
seen or heard on the wild waste 
of waters. A line was then made 
fast to the remains of the Erie’s 
rudder, and an effort made to tow 
the hapless hull ashore. About 
this time the Chautauque came up 
and lent her assistance. The hull 
of the Erie was towed within 
about four miles of the shore, 
when it sank in eleven fathoms 
water. It is supposed that the 
fire originated as follows - 
Among the passengers on board 
were six painters, who were going 
to Erie to paint the steam-boat 
Madison. They had with them 
demijohns filled with spirits of tur- 
pentine and varnish, which, un- 
known to Captain Titus, were 


placed on the boiler-deck directly 
over the boilers. One of the fire- 
men, who was saved, says he had 
occasion to go on the deck, and, 
seeing the demijohns, removed 
them. They were replaced, but 
by whom is not known. Imme- 
diately previous to the bursting 
forth of the flames, a slight ex- 
plosion was beard. The demijohns 
had probably burst with the heat, 
and their inflammable contents, 
taking fire instantly, communicated 
to every part of the boat, which 
having been freshly varnished 
caught as if it had been gun- 
powder. Of cabin passengers 
there were between thirty opd 
forty, of whom ten or twelve 
were ladies. In the steerage 
were about 140 passengers, 
nearly all of whom were Swiss 
and German immigrants. They 
were mostly in families, with 
the usual proportion of men, wo- 
men, and children. The list com- 
prises the names of eighty-seven 
persons ; as it is customary to pass 
children at half-price, the whole 
number in this list must hare 
reached 100 souls. Only four per- 
sons of the whole were saved. 

— Madame Lapfarge, — The 
appeal of this unfortunate woman 
against the verdict of the jury on 
her trial for stealing the jewels of 
Madame Leotaud, lias been finally 
rejected, the President of the 
Court of Appeal having delivered 
the following judgment. 

“ Considering that the proceed- 
ings have been legally revived 
against the curator appointed for 
Marie Capelle, in so far as regards 
the conclusions directed against the 
said curator, the tribunal declares 
the prosecution revived. Con- 
sidering in so for as regards the 
complaint laid against Marie Ca- 
pelle respecting the robbery of the 
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diamonds, it has been in the re* 
nit sufficiently proved by the pre- 
vious examinations, that between 
the 10th and 15th of July, 1839, 
a set of diamonds was stolen from 
the Chateau de Busagny, belong- 
ing to Monsieur and Madame de 
Leotaud; that pursuits and in- 
vestigations have been made, the 
effect of which has been the dis- 
covery in the hands of Marie Ca- 
pelle, or in her residence, of the 
abstracted diamonds. Considering 
that Marie Capelle, when called 
upon to account for their possession, 
pretended that she acquired them 
by donation from one of her 
uncles; that afterwards she ad- 
vanced other motives for justifying 
this possession ; the examinations 
before the examining magistrates, 
and before the tribunal, have 
proved that these means of defence 
were founded on false allegations, 
some of which were defamatory 
towards the Leotaud family. Con- 
sidering that the divers exceptions 
and other means of defence derived 
from an intercourse asserted by 
Marie Capelle to have existed be- 
tween Madame Leotaud and Felix 
Claret, justifying her possession of 
the diamonds as being their de- 
positary, with a trust that she was 
to execute, have been totally de- 
stroyed, and that on the contrary 
it is established that this was a 
new defamation, — on these motives 
the tribunal declares Marie Ca- 
pelle attainted and convicted of 
having fraudulently abstracted the 
set of diamonds in question ; but, 
considering that by her condemn- 
ation to hard labour for life by 
the Court of Assises, the penalty 
she has incurred is merged in the 
preceding sentence, there is no 
reason for pronouncing a new 
penalty. The tribunal, making 
^plication of Articles 401, 194, 


365, and 379 of the Code, it con- 
demns Marie Capelle by default 
to all the expenses of the prose- 
cution, and orders the restitution 
of the diamonds ; and considering 
that Monsieur and Madame de Le- 
otaud have made themselves parties 
civile * , it condemns them to pay 
the expenses of the state, saving 
their remedy against the curator 
of Marie Capelle.’* 

12. Election of Scotch Peers. 
The election of the sixteen repre- 
sentative Peers of Scotland took 
place in the Picture-gallery of the 
Palace of Holy rood. Oil this occa- 
sion no political interest attached 
to the election, there being no con- 
test, and the only alterations in 
the list of representatives of the 
Scottish Peerage in last Parlia- 
ment were the substitution of the 
Earl of Seafield and Lord Rollo 
for the Earl of Home and Lord 
Gray, who retire by their own 
consent. Mr. Ferguson and Mr. 
Napier, Principal Clerks of Session, 
attended as clerks, being deputed 
by the Lord Clerk Register, and 
Principal Lee and the Rev. Mr. 
Bennie officiated as Chaplains. 
The Lord Provost, Bailies Richard- 
son, Thompson, and Johnston, and 
Convenor Scott were also present, 
attended by the Council officers. 
After a prayer by Principal Lee, 
and the usual preliminaries having 
been gone through, the Union-roll 
was called over. The votes were 
announced as standing thus:— * 
Marquis of Tweeddale ... 52 

Earl of Morton ... 53 

Elgin ... ... 51 

Airlie ••• ... 51 

Leven and Melville • 52 

Selkirk ... ... 50 

Orkney 51 

Seafield ... 51 

Viscount Arbuthnot ... 49 

Strathallan 60 
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Lord Forbes 52 

Saltoun ... ... 52 

Sinclair ... ... 49 

Colville of C ul ross ... 51 

Reay ••• ••• ... 48 

Rolls ... ... ... 49 

Marquess of Queensbery ... 10 

The first sixteen were then de- 
clared duly elected, and the pro- 
ceedings were closed with prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Bennie. 

Singular and ImportantDis- 
covery at Saldanha Bay. — Sal** 
danba Bay is one of the best har- 
bours, perhaps, in the world. It 
is in extent about fifteen miles, com- 
pletely land-locked and protected 
by islands and points on which 
fortifications could easily be erected 
for the defence of a fleet ; but yet, 
notwithstanding all its well-known 
capabilities for a naval station, 
where ships could be built or re- 
paired, it has hitherto been entirely 
neglected, under the belief that 
there was a want of fresh water in 
quantity sufficient for the refresh- 
ment of ships 1 that necessary article 
being only procurable in small sup- 
plies at the Residency, or at an- 
other spot four miles off. About 
a month ago indications of a spring 
of fresh water were observed on 
the Scha&pen Island, a place of 
general resort, and situate at the 
entrance of the bay. On tracing 
these up, it appeared that the 
fountain had evidently been dis- 
covered many years ago, but care- 
fully concealed, and in working to 
its source it was found that it had 
been purposely sealed by masonry 
with cement, and its course carried 
through a channel into the sea, ele- 
ven feet below low water mark, evi- 
dently with the intention of biding 
its existence.. The supply from 
this spring, now released, is said to 
be most copious, and equal in 
purity to that of Cape Town; to 


which the Portuguese discoverers 
gave the significant and wdl- 
deserved name of Rio Dulce. The 
re- discovery of this buried treasure 
seems to have excited a spirit of 
inquiry, and a few days back, on 
the dam at the Residency being 
cleared out, two new springs were 
found of good water, one of which 
discharges ten gallons a minute, 
or 144,000 gallons in twenty-four 
hours. 

14. Accident at Virginia 
Water. — Alarm of her Ma- 
jESTy.— Her Majesty left the Castle 
in the afternoon in an open 
carriage and four, accompanied by 
the Duchess of Bedford and the 
Countess of Enroll, for the pur- 
pose of proceeding to the neigh- 
bourhood of Virginia Water, to 
witness the hunting along the 
margin of the lake of his Royal 
Highness Prince Albert’s Lillipu- 
tian pack of beagles. The Hon. 
Miss Cavendish, with Lady Ida 
Hay and the Earl of Erroll, fol- 
lowed in a pony phaeton and four, 
and his Royal Highness Prince 
Albert, with several members of 
the Royal household, proceeded on 
horseback. Upon the Royal party 
arriving at that part of the lake 
near the Obelisk, about a mile 
from Cumberland Lodge, the car- 
riages were drawn up close to the 
mouud, in order > to afford her 
Majesty a good view of the sport. 
They had not been upon this spot 
but a few minutes, when upon the 
beagles bein£ brought near to the 
Queen, their “ tuneful voices" 
caused the pony in the phaeton 
containing Lord Erroll, Lady Hay, 
and Miss Cavendish, upon which 
the front postilion was mounted, 
to show symptoms of kicking; 
and upon the dogs running be- 
tween the legs of the horses, it 
reared upon the back of the. eff* 
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leader, and threw its rider, kicking 
him on the head, which came into 
contact with the wheel as he fell. 
The leaders, then under no con- 
trol, darted sharply round, and 
rushed down the mound towards 
the lake, running over the dis- 
mounted postilion, and dragging 
the wheels of the phaeton also over 
him* The Earl of Erroll imme- 
diately jumped out from the off- 
side of the open carriage, over the 
door, and providentially rescued 
the two ladies without their sus- 
taining any injury beyond some 
very trifling bruises. The other 
postilion, seeing the dangerous po- 
sition the party were in, jumped 
off his horse and ran to the heads 
of the leaders, followed by Prince 
Albert, Lord Alfred Paget, and 
the other male attendants upon the 
Queen, but not in sufficient time 
to prevent the restive leader from 
darting into the lake, which at 
this spot is upwards of fourteen feet 
deep. By great exertions, in which 
the Prince greatly distinguished 
himself, the other three ponies, by 
skilfully cutting the traces, were 
prevented from being dragged in- 
to the lake, and the carriage with 
them; and after some time the 
restive leader, which had several 
times sunk under the water, was 
got ashore. Her Majesty, upon 
witnessing the accident,immediate- 
ly descended from her carriage, in a 
state of the greatest alarm for the 
nfety of those who were so fortu- 
nately rescued from their perilous 
situation in the phaeton. The 
injured postilion was found lying 
on the ground, stunned and in- 
sensible; he was conveyed to a 
house near the lake, and a mess- 
enger despatched for the surgeon 
to the Royal Household, on. his 
arrival her Majesty's anxiety was 
speedily relieved upon finding 
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that, although much hurt, he was 
in no danger. 

Destruction of the Ship St. 
George. — Intelligence has been 
received of the loss of the splendid 
ship Si. George . The calamity 
happened on the Florida shores, 
and all on board, excepting two 
seamen and the cabin-boy, perished. 
The St. George was on her voyage 
to New Orleans, having left Lon- 
don on the 29th of April last. 
The ship and cargo are valued at 
12 , 000 /. 

15. After the lapse of nearly 
forty years, the column at Bou- 
logne, intended by Napoleon to 
commemorate' the invasion of Eng- 
gland, but under which he con- 
tented himself with distributing 
some thousands of ribbands to his 
soldiers, has been at length com- 
pleted. A statue, of the Emperor, 
cast in bronze, was “ inaugurated" 
on the top, and inscriptions in 
inflated French and very dubious 
Latin, commemorative of that im- 
portant event, cut in black marble, 
and filled in with red paint at the 
bottom. Guns were fired, bells 
rung, and thousands of English 
assembled on the downs around 
the column, and hailed the aus- 
picious event with loud cheers. It 
is said that some scapegrace, with 
more malice than taste, contrived 
to scratch upon the statue, before 
its elevation, the letters V. P. W., 
which having been interpreted to 
signify “ Vatncu par Wellington** 
had nearly caused an interruption 
of the harmony generally prevalent 
between the citizens of Boulogne 
and their English visitors, but for- 
tunately the necessities of either 
party prevented an exploskm. The 
following are the inscriptions 
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u LVDOYICV8 PHILIPPV8 I. 

P RANCOR YM REX 
QVIBV8 IN LOCIS NEAPOLXO IMP. 

EXRRCrm FLORENTI89IMO INVICTO PROPVGNATORI PATftIJB 
INSIGNIA USGION18 HONORATORVM DE 8VGGESTV DISTRIBYIT 
VTI MEMORIA EJVS DIEI 
QVI FYIT D. XVI. AYGV8T ANN. MDCCC1V. 

GLORIAQVE EXERCITVS 

MONVMENTO CONSBCRATAE POSTBBI8 TRADERENTVR 
COLVMNAM 

AB EXBRCITV D. IX NOVEMB. ANN. MDCCCIV. INCHOATAK 
OPERE PIV 1NTERMI8SO 

PKRFlCIBNDAM CVRAVIT DEDICARIQVE PRAECEPIT 
ANNO MDCCCXU.” 

«< On this spot, 16th of August, lippe I., King of the French, 


1804, Napoleon, in presence of the 
Grand Army, distributed the deco- 
rations of the Legion of Honour 
to the soldiers and citizens who 
had deserved well of their country. 
The four corps commanded by 
Marshal Soult, and the Flotilla 
under the command of Vice- 
Admiral Bruer. Wishing to per- 
petuate the remembrance of this 


Louis Phi- 


finished this column, consecrated 
by the Grand Army of Napo- 
leon." 

16. Mr. Wood, of Gloucester. 
— The great importance attached 
to this case, from the immense 
amount of the property in dispute, 
and the singular circumstances 
attending the cause, will render 
the following summary of the test- 
ator’s estate of some interest:— 
d. 


“V ” 

£ 

s. 

New Annuities • 

66,221 

11 

East India Stock .... 

3,000 

0 

Three per Cent. Consols . 

57,600 

0 

New Three-and-a-Half per Cents. 

333,098 

13 

Bank Long Annuities 

9 

5 

Three per Cents. Reduced 

9,380 

19 

Reduced Three-and-a-Half per Cents. 

181,000 

0 

Rank Stock .... 

52,000 

0 

Rents due from his freehold and copyhold 
property at the time of his death 

4,677 

15 

Rents of leaseholds due at the time of his 
death 

710 

10 

Mortgages .... 

15,639 

6 

Interest on ditto, due at his death 

1,391 

12 

Bonds, bills, and notes of hand 

5,408 

5 

Interest on ditto at his death 

395 

19 

Banking accounts due to his estate at the 
same time . 

11,325 

1 

|)sits owing to him for shop goods 

138 

7 

Balance of cash in the hands of Sir John 
Lubbock and Co. 

9,756 

12 


0 

0 

0 

8 

0 


0 

0 


9 
1 
9 

10 
11 


4 
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£ r. d. 

2,416 10 0 
49 1 0 
0 0 11 
5,237 0 0 
9 0 0 


51 16 6 
5 4 0 
0 2 6 
711 4 0 
5 0 0 
323 0 0 
256 0 0 
579 10 0 

781,107 10 4 

Added to this amount of per- summon the Commons, when Mr. 
aonal property, the freehold estates Ley, the chief clerk, appeared at 
are valued at 200,000/. ; so that the bar, accompanied by several 
with the five years* interest now members. Business then proceeded 
accumulated, we may reckon his in the usual form, 
property to amount to the immense 26 Letters from St. Peters, 

sum of nearly 1,200,000/. burgh state that the great hall of 

19. Meeting of Parliament. St. George of the winter palace, 
—This being the day appointed for which had just been rebuilt, had 
the meeting of the second Parlia- given way, and all the splendid 
ment of her Majesty, the Lord Italian paintings and vases which 
Chancellor, on entering the house it contained been destroyed. The 
at half-past two o'clock, addressed loss is estimated at several millions 
their Lordships as follows : — “ My of francs. No life was lost ; and 
Lords, — Her Majesty not thinking the remainder of the palace was 
fit to be present here this day in intact. On the day before the 
her royal person, has been pleased accident a chapter of the order o€ 
to cause a commission to he issued St. George was held in the hall 
under the great seal for the open- which had fallen, 
ingand holding this Parliament." 29. Terrific Thunderstorm. 

The Lords Commissioners were — the Steeples oftwo Churches 
the Lord Chancellor, the MarquesB struck and shattered by Light- 
of Lansdowne, the Marquess of ning. — At an early hour in the 
Normanby, the Earl of Clarendon, morning a terrific storm of thun- 
and Viscount Duncannon, who der, lightning, and rain bunt over 
took their seats in front of the Liverpool Rain camd*on about 
throne. nine o’clock on the preceding 

The Gentleman Usher of the evening, followed by vivid flashes 
Black Rod (Sir A. Clifford) was of lightning. At daylight the 
directed by the Lord Chancellor to damage done by the electric fbid 
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and two foreign pieces; all of which 
were sold for . 

Old silver — 69 pieces produced . . . 

One old gold piece 

Rents of his leaseholds 

Wearing apparel .... 

Household furniture . . • 

Plate . 

Stock in trade .... 
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was discovered to have been ex- 
tensive* The spire of the church 
of St. Michael, at the south end of 
the town, and that of the church 
of St Mar tin's- in - th e- fields , at the 
north end, and three miles from 
the other, were found to have been 
struck by the lightning, and so 
damaged by it, that ten feet of the 
latter, and nearly the whole of the 
former, must be taken down, lest 
they should falL The steeple of 
St. Michael's was struck just 
above the clock, and a rent several 
feet in extent made by the light- 
ning in its passage. The clock was 
stopped at the instant, and stood 
at twenty minutes past. two. The 
steeple, of St. Martin's-in-the- 
fields was struck just at the first 
string of beading, about ten feet 
from the apex. A large hole, two 
or three feet in circumference, was 
made by the electric fluid, and the 
top of the spire rested for support 
on not more than two-thirds of the 
stones forming the circle. The 
displaced stones fell on the roof, 
which they broke through, and 
damaged the organ and the interior 
of the church. 

27. Calamitous Fire at St. 
John's, New Brunswick. — At 
half-past one o'clock on Thursday 
afternoon, the 27th of August, a 
fire commenced in the ship-yard of 
Messrs. Owens and Duncan, in the 
adjoining village of Portland, and 
before it was stayed it had extended 
its ravages over a principal part of 
that thriving place. The catas- 
trophe is said to have had its origin 
in the firing of a quantity of chips 
and sprinklings of tar, at the bows 
of a new vessel nearly completed, 
in the ship-yard, by a red-hot bolt 
which fell from the bands of one 
of the workmen engaged in en- 
larging a hole in a portion of the 
ftbip'a rigging* From the side of 


Portland-street, adjoining the ship 
yard, the flames crossed to the op-* 
posite side, destroying all the bouses 
on that side from the house occu- 
pied by Mr. Blackburn, tailor, and 
others, to the foot of Fort Howe, 
and extending to all the houses 
situated directly in the rear of those 
last mentioned, on the side of the , 
hill, and which have their fronton 
the road leading round Fort Howe 
in the direction of Jenny Spring 
Farm. Returning to the place 
where the fire originated, it ex- 
tended up Portland-street to the 
street running south past the 
Methodist meeting-house and en- 
gine-house, which formed the west- 
ern boundary, and consumed every 
thing in its course, reaching beck 
the whole depth of that block., 
The Methodist meeting-house, the 
only bouse of the block in which 
it stands that was burned, was the 
last building that caught fire. The 
fire raged without intermission for 
nearly five hours, and consumed 
property, of the value of which 
no correct estimate can yet be 
formed, but which is supposed to 
amount to 25,000/. 

News from China through 
the United STATEs.-~The Phila- 
delphia American Sentinel brought 
by the Great Western steam-ship, 
offers a curious proof of the ex- 
tensive ramifications of commerce, 
and the consequent rapidity of 
international communication, hav- 
ing conveyed to London news 
from China of seventeen days later 
date than bad been received direct! 
The following extracts are of .the 
most importance. 

€i We learn from Captain Du- 
maresq, of the ship Abkar, arrived 
this morning, 109 days from Can- 
ton, that immediately after the 
fall of the Bogue Forts the city of 
Canton was evacuated by all wbq 
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could afford to leave, taking with 
them their families and property, 
and when the Abkar left, China- 
street and business part of the 
suburbs were deserted, shops closed, 
and scarcely any one to be seen. 
On the news of the attack upon 
the Bogue reaching Pekin, the 
Emperor ordered three Imperial 
Commissioners (one a near rela- 
tive) to proceed to Canton, and to - 
exterminate the English, swearing 
in bis edict that both Powers could 
not stand, and one or the other 
must conquer or perish. Keshen 
was ordered in chains to the capital 
to be tried as a traitor, for having 
degraded himself so much as to 
meet the Plenipotentiary or to 
listen to the cession of Hong Kong. 
Two of the important characters 
reached Canton in time to behold 
the success of the British arms, 
and to sign the truce and to sanc- 
tion a temporary trade. The loss 
of the Chinese in the various en- 
gagements was estimated at 2,500 
or 3,000 men, and about 800 
pieces of cannon. The Chinese 
Admiral, Kewang, fell in defence 
of the Bogue Forts, as did two 
other mandarins of high rank. The 
captain of a British transport, 
arriving at Chusan after the sur- 
render of that island to the Chi- 
nese, was slain on landing. The 
day after the fall of the Bogue 
Forts rewards were offered for the 
capture or destruction of British 
ships: 100,000 dollars fora line- 
of-battle-ship, 10,000 dollars for 
a steamer, 50,000 dollars for the 
Admiral or Captain Elliot, if taken 
alive, and 30,000 for either of their 
bead&” 

u REPORT FROM THIS BOARD OF 
PUNISHMENTS. 

** On the 10th of the 2nd moon 
(March 2) the Criminal Board re- 
ceived the Imperial will as follows 


— * Keshen, the Governor- General 
of the two Kwang provinces, has 
trifled with the laws and brought 
in the rebellious barbarians; his 
conduct involving the high crimes 
of deceiving and being a traitor 
(to his Prince and country). When 
the exterminators — the deputed 
great Ministers — arrive in Canton, 
let them immediately seize from 
him the seals, and place under 
control and examination all his 
family and nearest relatives* Let 
the males be instantly forwarded 
to the capital for strict trial, and 
as they are sentenced, be delivered 
over to the Criminal Board for 
punishment. Those who have 
received the wealth and goods of 
the rebellious barbarians, and se- 
cretly transmitted them to their 
families, let the said Ministers seal 
up the goods, &c., and send in a 
report and list. The deputed great 
officers must not be guilty of any 
connivance in opposition to the 
laws, and ungrateful forgetfulness 
of my Imperial favour. As to the 
officers who are victorious, they 
shall be distinguished. AH may 
rely upon my Imperial inten- 
tions.’ ” 


SEPTEMBER. 

9. Sale of Vauxhall Gar- 
dens. — This celebrated property, 
for so many years a favourite 
place of public amusement, was 
submitted to " the hammer" under 
an order of the Court of Review, 
at Garra way’s Coffee-house. It 
was stated, that the property was 
copyhold of the manor, of her 
Majesty, as lady of the manor of 
Kennington, in right of her Duchy 
of Cornwall. It was subject to a 
quit-rent of not more than 1/. 3 s. Id • 
yearly ; and comprised altogether 
about eleven acres. After a slight 
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competition, the property was 
knocked down for 20,2001. 

— The Prince’s Theatre, built 
by Mr. T. Hamlet, the jeweller, 
at an expense of 47,000/., was put 
up to auction at the City Auction 
Mart, by order of his assignees. 
After some competition the pro- 
perty was knocked down to Mr. 
Hiam, for 16,400 1 . 

— Accident on the Great 
Western Railway. — The mail- 
train from Bristol, which was due 
at the Paddington terminus at five 
o'clock, a. m., did not make its 
appearance until a few minutes 
before eight o'clock. The cause of 
delay was ascertained to be as 
follows:— Nothing whatever hap- 
pened to impede the progress of the 
engine and train until its arrival at 
the eighty-seventh milestone from 
London, about four miles on this 
tide of Wootton Basset At this 
spot, owing to an extensive slip in 
the newly-formed embankment, 
one of the rails got displaced and 
shifted outward. On the arrival 
of the engine and train, the joint 
of the rail flew up, and caused the 
former to go off the line at full 
speed into the embankment, in 
which it became embedded to a 
considerable extent. The sudden 
stoppage of the train caused a 
tremendous collision between the 


— Fatal Accident on the 
North Union Railway.— A co- 
roner's jury, diet at the Railway 
Hotel, Euxfcon Station, to inquire 
touching the death of the Rev. 
Robert Ivy, an Independent Mi- 
nister. 

Robert Sarjeant, labourer, of 
Euxton, deposed, that he was em- 
ployed on the railway. On Tues- 
day, a little before one o’clock, he 
was going to his work. He was 
about 200 yards from the station 
at Euxton, on the Preston side, 
when an engine drawing a number 
of empty waggons, passed by to- 
wards the station, and directly 
after he heard a tremendous smash. 
He did not hear any whistle before 
he heard the smash. Witness turned 
back to the station-house, and when 
he got there he saw Thomas Nixon, 
the keeper of the station, lying 
close by the side of the wall. He was 
lying down partly on his side, and 
his mot was almost off. There wss 
an old man named John Arnold 
lying upon a piece of the station 
door. Witness also saw two more 
people four or five yards from him, 
and a woman much hurt near to 
them. Witness also saw a gen- 
tleman lying dead some distance 
further on. Witness saw the 
pieces of a coach, it was all smashed 
to bits. He had not seen the coach 


carriages, two of which were lit- before. Some of the fragments 
erolly smashed, and the guards and were in the middle of the road 
engineers were thrown off with and part upon the pavement along* 
considerable violence. T wo gentle- side. One horse was in the middle 
men had their ancles dislocated, of the road dead, above ten yards 
and were otherwise seriously in- from the station, and another horse 
jured ; a third had met with several was lying considerably further 
bruises about the body \ and a fourth down the line, towards Wigan, 
was severely cut by the glass of The engine stopped opposite to 
the windows in the face, as were where the last horse lay. When 
also other passengers more or less, the engine passed witness it was 
The guards were cut and scratched going at about the usual speed, 
about the face andhands,but the en- about thirty miles an hour. One 
gineers escaped without any injury, of the horses was betwixt the two 
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lines of rails, the other was fast 
upon a break on the Euxton side 
of the railway. 

Mr. James Johnson.—-! am agent 
to Mr. Pearson, of the colliery at 
Ince. On Tuesday, at a little 
before one o'clock, I was upon the 
tender of the Asa engine. There 
were several empty waggons at- 
tached to the engine. They with 
the engine are the property of 
Thomas Pearson and Co. I was 
acting as breaksman to the engine. 
We were travelling on the North 
Union line towards Wigan. When 
we were within thirty or forty 
yards from the Euxton station 
gates witness observed a gray horse 
with his fore feet in about the 
middle of the two lines of rails. 
It appeared to witness that the 
horse was floundering; it could 
not go on. Witness could not see 
the coach on account of the ex- 
cavation. The engineer called 
oat, “My God! Johnson, here's 
the coach/* Witness put on the 
break, and the engineer reversed 
the motion of the engine instantly. 
When the engine stopped the en- 
gineer and witness got off and ran 
towards the station to give assist- 
ance. The first person he saw 
was the deceased. He was about 
forty yards from the station, be- 
tween the two rails on which the 
waggons had travelled. He was 
lying on his face. Witness got 
hold of him ; he was not quite 
dead, but senseless. His foot 
appeared dreadfully mangled. 
Witness thought he had no 
chance to survive, and left him 
to attend to the others. When 
witness returned to the station, he 
found the fragments of a ooach 
in front of the building. There 
was also a seat of the coach in one 
of the waggons, and a coach wheel 
on the hum on the hinder end of 


the engine. The seat of the coach 
was in the third waggon from the 
engine. The wheel was on the 
buffer on the station-house side. 

Mr. Charles Edward Paton de- 
posed, that on Tuesday he came 
by the coach from the Rawlinaon 
station. He sat on the box by the 
side of the coachman. Just as they 
got on the railway line, the coach- 
man said, “ Who the devil has left 
the gate open/' Witness turned 
round and saw a train advancing. 
Witness said, “ We are all dashed 
to pieces," and in an instant he 
felt the shock. He remembered 
nothing more. 

Mary Nixon deposed, that she 
was the wife of Thomas Nixon, 
who keeps the gates at the Euxton 
station, and was in the employ of 
the North Union Railway Com- 
pany. On Tuesday, between 
twelve and one o’clock, her hus- 
band had just been out to see if 
any engine was coming, and had 
sat down in the kitchen to take his 
dinner. When he heard the coach 
come down the lane he went out. 
Witness saw the engine and the 
coach coming, and knew what was 
going to happen. The gates were 
open, but they are shut when an 
engine comes down the line, to 
prevent carts or other vehicles 
coming across the line. It was 
her husband’s duty to dose the 
gates when he saw a cart and an 
engine coming. Witness heard 
the crash, but did not go out until 
all was over. Her husband has 
since had his leg taken off He 
told her he had been thrown down 
by the horse. 

The jury returned a verdict of 
. " Accidental death. 9 * 

Cast-Iron Church. — St. 
George’s Church, Everton, Liver- 
pool, is an object of considerable 
interest as having been nearly the 
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first iron church erected in Great 
Britain. The whole of the frame- 
work of the windows, doors, groins, 
roofs, pulpit, ornamental enrich- 
ments, are of cast-iron. The 
length is 119 feet, the breadth is 
47. It is ornamented by a splen- 
did cast-iron window filled with 
stained glass. 

— Chinese Cannons.— In the 
Parrock-hall, which recently ar- 
rived in St. Katherine’s Docks 
from China, were two splendid 
cannons, which were taken from 
the Chinese at the Bogue Forts. 
They have been sent to this country 
as a present to her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment. They are of Spanish 
manufacture, about eleven feet in 
length ; the touchholes have been 
spiked, which renders them quite 
useless; they weigh about two 
tons each. One of them bears 
the following inscription: — “ Por 
vida do Capitao-Geral de Macao, 
Manoel y Tavares Bocarao, Afez, 
1651.” On the other is the Span- 
ish crown, and “Don Felipe I., 
Rey d’Espana.”— “Don Miguel 
Tavares Rocaeroze y San Geral y 
Mor, ecaptiad de Ari Aean Macao, 
A. 1652.” A large bullet, of 
Chinese manufacture, was also sent 
by the same ship ; it was exceed- 
ingly rough and ill-shaped, and 
seems to have been cast in two 
pieces, and rivetted together after- 
wards. 

9. An Inquisition was taken 
before Mr. Wakley, M.P., at the 
Blue Posts, Tottenham-court-road, 
on the body of George V eitcb, aged 
thirty-five:— Mrs. Mary Brown de- 
posed that the deceased lodged inher 
house. At a few minutes after 
two o’clock on the previous Wed- 
nesday witness was called to by 
deceased’s wife, saying, “ For God’s 
sake, Mrs. Brown, come up stairs ; 
my husband has woke up in a fright. 


and I think is going out of hh 
mind.” Witness accordingly went, 
and on entering the bedroom saw 
deceased sitting on the side of the 
bed, throwing himself in all manner 
of postures, and exclaiming, “ Oh, 
my tooth.” On seeing witness he 
asked her if the left side of his 
face was swelled, and there ap- 
pearing nothing the matter with 
it, she said, “ No when he re- 
plied, “ I have got the toothache ; 
fetch somebody to me, or I shall 
die,” adding, “ give me a razor or a 
knife, and I'll kill myself, for any 
death is preferable to this agony.*’ 
Witness endeavoured to calm him, 
but his conduet becoming violent in 
the extreme, and fearful that he 
would do himself some mischief, 
she called her husband, who was 
just entering the room when the 
deceased was in the act of throw- 
ing himself on the floor, which 
witness perceiving, prevented by 
pushing him back on to the bed, 
when his eyes immediately became 
glazed and fixed; he appeared 
senseless, and spoke no more. Mr. 
Odding, surgeon, was sent for, 
and bled him. Deceased, however, 
was quite dead. Mary Veitch, 
wife of deceased, stated, that to 
her knowledge her husband, up to 
the time of nis death, had never 
had a day's illness. On Monday 
last, while opening a window, he 
ran a rusty nail very deeply into 
the palm of his left hand, which 
immediately swelled to a great 
size, nothing however was applied, 
and on the Allowing day the fin- 
gers were so stiff, as to render him 
unable to move them ; still no no- 
tice was taken, and he subsequently 
complained of sore throat. On 
returning home on Wednesday 
morning at ten o’clock, he went to 
bed, and at two woke up in a 
frantic state* telling her he had got 
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fij the toothache, end to fetch a doc- 
^ tor. His manner alarming her, 

„ aod thinking he was insane, she 
called the last witness. Mr. Wak. 
r ley said, that the evidence certainly 
it tended to shew that the deceased 
j lost his life through the injury 
;* accidentally sustained in his hand 
fp by the rusty nail ; and it was ex- 
2 tnordinary that, when symptoms 
, of lock-jaw were evinced, by the 
terrific and violent action of the 
l nerves, causing the fingers to be 
, rigid and stiff, medical and was not 
r procured, although, perhaps, it 

• would not have been of any bene- 

fit; for to counteract such symptoms 
the whole Materia Medica had 

been searched, and all kinds of 

means adopted, but in vain— all 

had failed.-— Verdict “Accidental 

Death/' 

11« Strike atthk NewHouses 
op Parliament. — The masons 
employed on these buildings num- 
bered 222, and the whole of them 
belonged to the “ Birmingham 
Union of Masons," Some of these 
men conceiving they had grounds 
of complaint against the foreman 
of the works, sent a deputation to 
Messrs. Grissell and Peto, alleging 
their grievances, which were, that 
he had refused to allow a man leave 
of absence to bury his mother, that 
he confined them to two houses for 
purchasing refreshments, and that 
he refused to discharge a man for 
doing his work in less time than it 
pleased the Union to set for it. 
The . first charge was disproved, the 
*ccond rectified, and the third 
highly approved of. But the 
Unionists refused to return to 
work unless the foreman, Mr. 
Allen, was discharged ; this being 
decidedly refused, the whole of the 
masons in the employ of Messrs. 
Grissell and Peto “ struck." Thus 
three great national undertakings — 
Vol. LXXX1II. 


the Houses of Parliament, the 
Nelson pillar, and the new dock 
at Woolwich, were brought com- 
pletely to a stand. The Govern- 
ment, however, readily extended 
the time of contract, and by great 
exertions sufficient men were col- 
lected to proceed with these works, 
and these misguided men not only 
failed in their attempt, but were 
reduced to great want. 

— New Lighthouse. — A new 
lighthouse intended to be placed 
ultimately on Morant Point, in the 
island of Jamaica, has been erected 
in the yard of Messrs. Bramah and 
Robinson, Pimlico. Its height is 
105 feet, 15 feet of which will be 
sunk into the solid rock, and loaded 
in and out with rubble and con- 
crete. The whole tower is formed 
of iron plates, one inch in thick- 
ness, and of these plates there are 
nine tiers, eleven plates at the 
bottom, and nine at the top ; the 
whole are strongly bolted together 
with iron flanges, and when per- 
manently fixed will also be cement- 
ed with iron cement, and thus, in 
effect, become one entire whole. 
To reduce the heat in the interior 
which the strength of a tropical 
sun acting on a building of metal 
only one inch in thickness would 
render unbearable, the whole will 
have an interior lining of slate, 
with an interval of one inch and 
a half between it and the iron, by 
which contrivance a current of air 
will constantly be in circulation 
over the whole. The diameterof the 
tower is eighteen feet six inches at 
the base, and decreases at the top to 
eleven feet six. The entire weight 
of the whole fabric is exactly 100 
tons. The whole expense, includ- 
ing the plan, the building, the pass- 
age over the Atlantic, and the 
erecting it on the promontory of 
Morant, will not exceed 7,000/. 
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11. Accident on the Bristol 
and Exeter Railroad.— At the 
Bridgewater terminus, on Satur- 
day last, an engine was employed 
to transfer some carriages from the 
down to the up line, and was re- 
turning with its tender in front, 
when, on arriving at the crossing, 
the Exquisite stage coach, with 
passengers for Exeter, was in the 
act of passing over the rails. The 
tender struck the fore part of 
the coach, which it shivered to 
pieces. The hind wheels, with 
a part of the body of the coach, 
were forced off the line by the 
violence of the shock, and fell over, 
while the passengers were scat- 
tered about in every direction. The 
horses, from the complete smash 
of the coach, were liberated, and 
escaped with but little injury. Six 
persons were more or less injured. 

Lynching Gamblers — From 
Fifty to Seventy-five Persons 
Murdered. — The following hor- 
rible transaction has been related 
in the American papers, and has 
not been contradicted : — The sec- 
tion of country above and below 
the mouth of White River on the 
Mississippi, has been for years 
infested with gangs of gamblers 
and counterfeiters. Islands 67, 
68, and 69 were notorious resorts 
for them. The people of Coahoma 
county, Mississippi, and from the 
opposite side of the river, deter- 
mined to rid themselves of such 
pests ; and our information is, that 
they succeeded in capturing from 
fifty to seventy-five of them. On 
the 3d of August they placed them 
on board a trading- boat, took her 
to an unfrequented place, so that 
there might he no witnesses, and 
shot and drowned them all. 

Attempt to Assassinate the 
Duke of Orleans. — The follow- 
ing the express received in 


London announcing this wicked ^ 
attempt, ( see History), and hints ^ 
darkly at other transactions, show- ^ 
ing the dissatisfied state of the inte- ^ 
rior of France: — “ Paris, Septo- 
ber 13. An attempt to assassinate 
the Duke of Orleans was made ^ 
this forenoon near to the Rue Fan- ^ 
bourg St. Antoine. His royal ^ 
Highness and his brothers, the ^ 
Dukes de Nemours and d’ Aumale, ^ 
preceded by a brilliant staff, were ■ 
riding at the head of the 17th * 
Light Infantry, which was about 
to make its triumphant entry into ^ 
Paris, coming from Algiers, and ^ 
had reached the spot just men- ^ 
tioned, when a man presented him- ^ 
self before them with a brace of 
pistols, which he attempted to fire ^ 
at the Duke of Orleans : only one ^ 
of these went off, the hall from it ", 
missed the Duke, but severely ^ 
wounded the horse of Colonal ^ 
Levaillant. The assassin, a jour- £ 
neyman sawyer, was arrested, and ^ 
the column moved forward under 
the escort of several hundred Mu- 7 
nicipal Guards and Cuirassiers, and 
of as many of the secret society 
men (Republicans) in blouses* No ‘ 
further incident occurred. This 
atrocious attempt is connected ^ 

with (hneuies which took place in 
Paris on Friday and Saturday a 

nights, but which had not attracted 
much attention. 

“ At Clermont Farraud rebellious 
movements occurred on Thursday " 

and Friday last, in which several * 
soldiers were killed and wounded. { 

A large number of the rebels fell r 
in defence of the barricades they 
had erected. The pretext for this 
insurrection was that which was 
used at Toulouse— the census* 

“ Notwithstanding these unplea- * 

sant occurrences, the Paris Bourse j! 

was affected only in a trifling . 

degree on Monday. ' 
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"The National of Sunday was 
seised for an article on the dis- 
turbances at Macon, in which it 
says, that the Government neglects 
no opportunity of bringing the 
army into collision with the citi- 
zens, and of habituating the array 
to shed the blood of the people. 
There were four persons killed at 
Macon, two mortally wounded, 
and sis others more or less severely 
injured. 

“ P. S^— The author of the at- 
tempt is named Nicolas Papard ; he 
is thirty-seven years of age, born in 
the district of the Vosges, and esta- 
blished at Paris about three years. 
The horse ridden by General 
Schneider was also wounded. The 
disturbances at Clermont were 
completely appeased." 

21. Horrible Murder in 
EiSTcnEAp.— A most horrible 
murder was committed at the 
King's Head public-house, East- 
cheap, on the person of Mr. 
Bun ion, the landlord of the 
above house, as well as an attempt 
at the life of two other persons, 
the sister of Mr. Burdon and his 
wife. 

At about three o’clock in the 
morning, a person of the name of 
Blakesley accosted Sergeant Brad- 
ley, 503 of the City police, and 
inquired of him how he could ob- 
tain possession of his wife, who, 
he stated, was staying at the above 
house, but after being advised to 
call in the afternoon he went away. 
At about ten o'clock at night he 
went to the King’s Head, with 
every appearance of extreme agita- 
tion depicted on his countenance, 
and proceeded behind the bar, 
where the deceased was sitting on 
i chair dozing, and his ( Blakesley ’s) 
wife attending to the customers; 
the villain, without saying one 
w rd, drew from his pocket a 


butcher's knife, and made a des- 
perate thurst at his wife, wound- 
ing her in a dreadful manner ; her 
screams awoke Mr. Burdon, who 
while in the act of rising 'from his 
seat, was stabbed in the stomach 
by Blakesley, the knife penetrating 
to the handle. He fell at the bar 
door into the passage, bleeding in 
a dreadful manner. After making 
an attempt to strike Mrs. Burdon, 
the murderer stepped over the body 
of his victim, who was writhing 
in the agonies of death, and made 
his escape. Mr. Smith, of Grace- 
church- street, was instantly sent 
for, but ere he arrived Burdon 
had expired. His attention was 
then directed to the unfortunate 
woman, who had gone up stairs, 
leaving traces of her blood from 
the bar to her bed-room, and whom 
he found in a very dangerous state, 
having been severely wounded. 
The murderer made his escape, and 
was not taken for some days. (See 
Law Cases.) 

The Inquest. At six o’clock, 
Mr. Payne, the coroner for the city 
of London, and a jury of twenty, 
assembled in the coffee-room of the 
Blue Anchor Tavern, St. Mary-at- 
Hill, to investigate the circum- 
stances connected with the above 
murder. 

Mrs. Eliza Burdon, the widow 
of the murdered man, was first 
examined.— On Tuesday evening 
I was sitting in the bar, at the 
corner nearest the window. My 
husband was sitting in a chair at 
the back part of the bar. He was 
sitting with a handkerchief over 
his face, asleep, with one arm rest- 
ing on the table. My sister, whose 
name is Sarah Blakesley, was in 
the bar talking to me. She is the 
wife of my husband’s murderer. 
About ten minutes after ten I was 
alarmed by bearing hurried steps 
G 2 
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on the outside of the bar, and on 
looking up I saw the man Blakes- 
ley. He ran round the bar, and 
making a spring at his wife, caught 
hold of' her hands, exclaiming, 
u My wife, or her life I” He then 
stabbed her in the right side, and 
before I could get up he drew it 
away from her, and plunged it 
into my husband's left side. He 
then made a plunge at me, but I 
jumped on one side and avoided 
the blow. I think he then had 
the knife in his left hand. Blakes- 
ley then made towards the bar to 
go out, and my husband and sister 
went after him. My husband just 
reached the bar door when he fell. 
Blakesley looked back os though 
he meant to return. He got as 
far as the street door and again 
looked back, and then, I think, 
threw the knife down and ran 
away. I screamed, and my sister 
exclaimed, “ Oh, it is ray husband ; 
he has committed murder !” She 
appeared then to discover she was 
stabbed, and I saw blood flowing 
from her side. When I looked 
towards my husband, he was lying 
with his back on the floor, and there 
was a large pool of blood on the 
floor. My shrieks and those of my 
sister brought some persons who 
were in theparlour to our assistance, 
aud one of them ran after Blakes- 
ley, who was at that moment going 
out of the door, and the other for 
a doctor. I think my husband 
lived about four or five minutes 
after he fell, but he was quite in- 
sensible, and never spoke a word. 

James Jarvis, — I was in the 
parlour of the King’s Head public 
house on T uesday night last. The 
pariopr is a little beyond the fur- 
ther extremity of the bar, at the 
back part of the premises. Shortly 
after ten o’clock I, as well as some 
other persons who were there, was 


alarmed by hearing some loud 
shrieks, apparently proceeding from 
the bar, and likewise struggling. 
I ran out, and saw Mr. Burdon in 
the act of falling. I prevented hu 
head hitting the ground by catch- 
ing him as he was falling. Th^ 
deceased exclaimed that he was 
stabbed, and asked me to fetch a 
doctor. 

Several other witnesses were ex- 
amined at great length : their evi- 
dence was chiefly repetition of the 
above, and tending to show great 
negligence in the police in allow- 
ing the murderer to escape. The 
jury at once returned a verdict of 
“ Wilful Murder” against Robert 
Blakesley. 


OCTOBER. 

2. Fatal Accident on the 
London and Brighton Railway 
—Four Lives Lost. — The second 
down train (first class), which 
leaves London at a quarter to 
eleven o’clock, after passing the 
magnificent viaduct which spans 
the Ouse valley, was proceeding 
through the cutting in Copyhold- 
hill, near Cuckfield, and about a 
mile from the Hayward’s-heath 
station, propelled by two engines, 
when, owing to some unknown 
circumstance, the first engine ran 
off the line, and was followed by 
the second engine and three of the 
carriages. After getting off the 
rails the engines took opposite di- 
rections, one veering to the right 
the other to the left hand of the 
line, and the first engine immedi- 
ately ran into the side of the cut- 
ting, where it was overturned, and, 
probably owing to the safety-valve 
becoming clogged, the boiler ex- 
ploded. The sudden stoppage of 
the engines, which were propelling 
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the train at a rapid pace, caused a 
violent concussion of the carriage#, 
three of which were smashed, one 
of them becoming a complete 
wreck. Six persons were dis- 
covered to have suffered from the 
concussion. Two of them were 
found entirely lifeless, the head of 
one being severed from the body, 
and the other having died from a 
complete crushing in of the chest. 
Two others were so severely in- 
jured that one expired in the course 
of a few minutes, and the other 
in about a quarter of an hour. 

Removal of Sunderland 
Light-House. — The removal of 
this lighthouse from the north pier 
in an entire state to the eastern ex- 
tremity of the pier, a distance of 
nearly 500 feet, has been safely and 
successfully completed. The fol- 
lowing is the plan submitted by 
Mr. Murray, the civil engineer, to 
the commissioners of the river 
Wear in May last, when it was 
under their consideration to pull 
down and re-erect the lighthouse 
on its new site: — “ The masonry 
was to be cut through near its 
foundation, and whole timbers 
were to be inserted, one after an- 
other, through the building, and 
extending seven feet beyond it. 
Above and at right angles to them 
another tier of timber was to be 
inserted in like manner, so as to 
make the cradle or base a square of 
twenty feet; and this cradle was 
to be supported upon bearers, with 
about 250 wheels of six inches 
diameter, and was to traverse on 
ttx lines of railway to be laid on 
the new pier for that purpose. 
The shaft of the lighthouse was 
to be tied together with bands, and 
its eight sides supported with tim- 
ber braces from the cradle upwards 
to the cornice. The cradle was to 
be drawn . and pushed forward by 


powerful screws along the railway 
above-mentioned, on the principle 
of Morton's patent slip for the re- 
pairing of vessels/’ The project 
was approved of, and the necessary 
arrangements made for carrying it 
into effect ; the only deviation from 
its plan being, that during the pro- 
gress of the work a windlass and 
ropes, worked by thirty men, was 
substituted for the screws. Not a 
crack nor appearance of settlement 
is to be found in the building, 
which has now only to be firmly 
established on its new foundation. 

6. Overland Mail.— The fol- 
lowing telegraphic despatch, con- 
taining the summary of the news 
brought by the Overland Mail was 
received this day. 

“Malta, Sept . 30 . 

" Marseilles, Oct • 3 . 

" The Oriental has arrived this 
morning at ten, having on board 
Captain Brown, charged with de- 
spatches for the Queen of England. 
The English forced the advanced 
posts of Canton on the 23rd or 27th 
May, and prepared on the instant 
to attack Canton itself. The 
Chinese, however, capitulated. 
They pay 6,000,000 dollars. The 
Tartar garrison evacuated the city 
on the 5 th of June. The English 
have again occupied Hong Kong/* 

This news produced a consider- 
able effect in the city — teas imme- 
diately fell 3 d. per lb., and the 
funds rose one-eighth per cent. 

The Indian papers contained 
much interesting matter from 
private correspondents, from which 
the following have been selected. 

In April last, while her Majes- 
ty's ship Conway was lying off 
Whampoa, a party, consisting of 
Lieutenant Beadon (recently made 
commander,) Mr. Smith, assistant- 
surgeon, Mr. Tumour, midship- 
man, and fourteen men, left her 
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in a large boat, and proceeded to 
Macao, where they stayed a few 
days, and left that place to return 
to the Conway about noon on 
Easter Monday ; a fine breeze car- 
ried them safely over half their 
distance, when, it being too dark 
to see the numerous fishing stakes 
laid down at the mouth of the 
river, or to discover any of the 
landmarks, they cast anchor about 
midnight; at one o'clock A. M., on 
the 30th, Lieutenant Beadon, feel- 
ing the boat ride uneasily, gave 
orders for the cable to be cut ; but, 
before even this could be done, a 
heavy squall took her, and she 
filled head foremost, becoming in- 
stantly a wreck ; the miserable 
crew clung on till daylight in spite 
of a terrific tempest, accompanied 
by violent thunder and lightning. 
Several junks passed and avoided 
them (Which, pethaps, is not sur- 
prising,) but to their shame be it 
spoken, an European boat, belong- 
ing to the same people at Macao, 
passed the hapless group with equal 
apathy. At length, after being 
washed about for some hours on 
rafts, which Lieutenant Beadon, 
almost single-handed, bad con- 
structed (for, with the exception 
of a man and boy, the crew were 
too panic-stricken to render much 
assistance in lashing them together) 
they descried a Chinese fishing 
junk containing one old man ; 
Lieutenant Beadon forbade any 
whining supplication, but ordered 
the men to give three good hearty 
English cheers ; the gwd old fish- 
erman (who proved himself a 
Samaritan truly, whatever his 
creed) waved his hand, and in- 
stantly bore down to their assist- 
ance, picked up their scattered and 
exhausted party, and gave them 
food and covering. Lieutenant 
Beadon offered him 40 doUan to 


take them to her Majesty's ship 
Wellesley (that being the nearest) 
he did so, carefully concealing them 
from his own countrymen. They 
sustained the loss of one man, a 
carpenter, named Shroushitc; he 
was washed off the deck when too 
much exhausted to regain his hold, 
and sank to rise no more* Lieu- 
tenant Beadon endeavoured, during 
fourteen hours of awful and appall- 
ing danger, to stimulate the crew 
to exertion, telling them it was a 
mockery of God to give thenudves 
up to prayer, without at the same 
time using the bodily powers and 
mental faculties he had given them 
for the preservation of their lives ; 
but immediately they were on board 
the junk he addressed the men Upon 
the awful warning of the uncer- 
tainty of life they had just receive 
ed, exhorting them to make that 
the era of the commencement of a 
new life, by the help of God, and 
lamenting his own unfitness and 
unworthiness to offer up a prayer 
of thanksgiving, earnestly implor- 
ing each to offer up one in hiaown 
heart. Upon their arrival on board 
her Majesty's ship Wellesley, they 
were warmly welcomed by Captain 
Maitland arid officers ; the farmer 
immediately ordered 80dollatiof 
the public money to be paid the 
old Chinaman, in addition to the 
40 Lieutenant Beadon had pro- 
mised from his private purse. 

The following is a statement of 
the late important affairs, drawn 
up by a caterer for the Chine* 
public. It is interesting, as it 
shows the ideas prevalent among 
the bulk of the people regarding 
what so recently took place, and » 
on the whole tolerably correct. The 
account of matters rent up to court, 
however, will be tddy different 
from this . 

On the first ds^y of the pwmit 
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jjii'j & (4th) moon, during the third watch 

lf ' m (Friday, 21st of May, eleven to one 
^ : iis midnight,) the great Generals, 

% ']y Yibshan, & c., ordered the officers 
kH i and soldiers from every encamp- 
yfa-i meat to take fire-rafts and fire- 
ships, and attack the rebellious 
nliBbt foreigners lying at anchor in the 
t |j Taiwongkaou (Macao passage.) 

gj,fa The battle lasted till daylight, 
Jjtji during which time several boats 
^ belonging to the foreign ships were 
( jj M i burned, seven devil’s imps ( loreign- 

en) were taken alive, several tens 
of them were killed, and a part of 
the Company’s hong was destroyed. 
The gates of the city were kept 
eJf fa most strictly shut, and the people 
woe not allowed to pass out and 
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“On the 2d day (Saturday, 
May 22,) at ten o’clock, the devil’s 
imps embarked on board a fire-ship 
(Ntmnt steamer) and sailed up to 
Neisheng (near Tsangpoo,) where 
they made use of fire-arrows (rock- 
ets) and great guns, with which 
they attacked and smashed. Neish- 
eng, and burned several tens of 
carrying vessels. 

“On the 3d day (Sunday, May 
23) the devils were early off the 
Fa-tee creek, . where they seized 
and carried off several passage- 
boats (these were for the convey- 
ance of the troops.) They then 
commenced a simultaneous attack 
on the Leipaoutpy, or Shameen 
fort, the Hoychupaontoy or Dutch 
folly, and along the side of the 
river. They used their fire-arrows 
with which they burned several 
hundreds of houses, shops, and 
*heds, belonging to the inhabitants 
on the banks of the river, on the 
eastern, southern, and western 
quarters outside the city walls. 
The fice lasted uninterruptedly for 
two days* 

4< Ou the 5th day of the modn 


(Tuesday, May 25) they landed 
above Neisheng, and marched 
straight towards the great northern 
gate, where they attacked and cap- 
tured the square fort and the round 
fort ; then directing their course 
to the small northern gate, they 
burned an encampment. 

“ On the 6th day (Wednesday, 
26th of May,) they attacked and 
stormed the Tangpoutoy (French 
folly,) and using their fire-arrows, 
they burned all the custom houses 
and chop-houses along the banks 
of the river. Thus, whether by 
land or by water, the devil's imps 
took possession of all our strong 
places. Towards evening the hong 
merchants and linguists begged his 
worship, Yu, the Kwangchowfo, 
to meet Elliot and treat for peace. 
Elliot wanted them to pay the price 
of the opium, 6,000,000 dollars, 
and limited seven days, within 
which the full amount was to be 
paid, when his war-ships should 
afterwards leave the Bocca Tigris ; 
and he also insisted upon the island 
of Hongkong. Just now the 
great General (Yihshan) has con- 
sented to the payment of the stipu- 
lated sum or 0,000,000; and on 
the 7th day (Thursday, 27th of 
May,) he delivered 1,000,000 to 
account. Regarding the question 
of the territory, we must wait till 
he has made a due memorial to 
the Emperor on the subject, and 
got his commands, when he will be 
able finally to decide. 

“ Thus, on the 8th day (Friday, 
28th of May,) the city gates were 
again opened, and people allowed 
to pass out and in.” 

7. Lamentable Occurrence 
at Sheerness, Alleged Murder 
of a Seaman by a Warrant 
Officer.— This being pay-day, 
several boats came ashore from the 
different riiipe in t^eriver. Amongst 
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them was the crew of the Welling- 
ton, under the command of Mr. 
Ward, the warrant-officer. There 
were with them three women. 
There were two other seamen, 
named Kiugdom, and a boy, besides 
Maxwell, the unfortunate deceased. 
After the receipt of their pay, they 
all proceeded to the Fountain 
Tavern, situate near the pier. 
They remained drinking until after 
dark, with the exception of Max- 
well and the boy. On leaving the 
inn at a late hour, they were 
scarcely able to walk to the ship’s 
boat, then lying off the pier. They 
managed to crawl into it, and it 
was put off, Ward taking charge 
of the tiller ; Maxwell, Kingdom, 
Sheppard, and the boy manned the 
oars. The boat, instead of being 
steered down the river towards the 
spot where the Wellington was 
moored, was steered across, and ran 
ashore. Maxwell, finding this was 
the case, and being sober, offered 
to take charge of the tiller, saying, 
“ Master, you had better let me 
steer for you/’ Ward, with an 
oath, replied, “ If you think you 
can steer better than me, you had 
better come and do it.’* Maxwell 
got up for the purpose of going to 
the tiller, when the boat ran a- 
round. Ward swore at Maxwell, 
eclaring, that it would not have 
happened if he had not made him- 
self so officious. Maxwell made 
some reply, when Ward snatched 
up one of the stretchers of the 
boat, and struck Maxwell a violent 
blow with it on the face, which 
knocked him down. Maxwell got 
up, and a scuffle ensued, in the 
midst of which Ward pulled out a 
large clasp-knife, and rushing to- 
wards him swore, “ he would rip 
bis b— — y guts up.'* Maxwell, 
to avoid the blow, sprang towards 
the gunwale of the boat, and per- 


ceiving Ward following him, a 

jumped overboard, and was seen j 

no more. He was unable to swim. r 
The statements of the crew differ 1 
materially, but the boy declares t 
that Maxwell was knocked over- 
board by the blow on the head by f 
the stretcher, whilst others say be 
was swept away by the sea on , 
j um ping over. The boy, however, 
was the only one sober, except tbe 
deceased. Immediately on the 
occurrence being known by Lieu- 
tenant Gordon, on board the Wel- 
lington, which was not until after 
midnight. Ward was arrested, and 
at once escorted by a party of royal 
marines, and placed in custody on 
board the Ocean line-of-battle ship, 
lying oft’ the dockyard. 

7. The Insurrection at Ma- 
drid. — -The following telegraphic 
despatch, received at Paris, an- 
nounced the commencement and 
failure of the attempt to cany off 
the young Queen. 

“ The French Charge d* Affaires 

to the Minister of Foreign 

A ffairsi 

** Madrid , Oct. 8. 

" An attempt at insurrection, 
which it was said , was connected 
with a plot to carry off the Queen 
and the Infanta, took place here 
last night. It was occasioned by 
the cashiering eighty-eight officers 
of the Royal Guard, and by the 
intention attributed to the Govern- 
ment of disarming the Guard. A 
contest took place in tbe palace 
between the Guard and the Hal- 
berdiers, supported by some bat- 
talions of the garrison* The 
Government had the advantage* 
The Queen and the Infanta are 
well.'* 

The following particulars are 
from the private correspondence of 
the London journals sW r Tbe cen- 
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tral door opening from the head of 
the grand staircase into the first 
reception-room, which the eighteen 
Albarderos converted into a for- 
tress, is pierced with more holes 
than ever I saw in a target on a 
field day. The marble mouldings 
and columns all lie in ruin. The 
outer folding-doors of wood were 
fairly shattered and beaten in by 
the discharges against it from be- 
low. The Albarderos did not 
attempt to shut it again, but re- 
remained at their posts within, only 
screened from sight by a second 
door of framed canvass, through 
which the assailants’ balls passed 
freely without beating it down like 
the wooden doors in front. Here 
they were dared to enter by the 
brave fellows within, but none 
would run the hazard to pass the 
screen. They diverged to the 
right and left, seeking other en- 
trances, undefended by the little 
rrison, and five side-doors pierced 
scores of bullets present the 
records of their abortive efforts. 
Apparently their hearts were not 
given to the desperate undertak- 
ing. and after above five hours’ 
firing in through doors and win- 
dows, they abandoned their enter- 
prise as hopeless ; one portion 
escaping with their chiefs, and the 
remainder quietly resting on their 
arms for five hours more, till day- 
light appeared, and Espartero ar- 
rived with an overwhelming force 
to take them prisoners. In fact, 
they never effected an entrance 
to a single room on the first floor, 
although possessed of the patio and 
all the passages below, leading to 
hack staircases and dozens of pri- 
vate doors, none of which could 
have resisted the blows of the butt 
of a musket, or the effect of a shot 
through the keyhole; hut (as I 
Mid before) their hearts were not 


in the bad work, and they could 
not succeed. It is now known that 
General Concha prevailed on them 
to follow him to the Palace, by'a 
deceitful and impassioned address 
at the moment, calling on them to 
aid him to rescue their Queen from 
the hands of men who were about 
to assassinate her ! This was an 
appeal which a loyal warm-hearted 
Spanish soldier could not resist, 
especially when urged by his ge- 
neral ; and all (except the officers 
and sergeants, who knew the man) 
followed him with vivas from their 
barrack to the Palace, where, after 
the steadfast repulse given them 
by the Albarderos, their eyes were 
opened ! They saw themselves 
deserted by the traitor chief, who 
had made tools of them for the 
desperate occasion — hemmed in by 
the Nacionales and troops of the 
line without ; and finally, whether 
they fled from, or waited on the 
scene of their defeat, obliged to 
surrender at discretion.*’ 

9. Cask of Poisoning.— An 
Inquest, which had been twice 
previously adjourned, was resumed 
at nine o’clock in the forenoon, 
before Mr. Eagles, one of the coro- 
ners for the county of Bedford, 
and an intelligent jury, at Ridg- 
mont-house, the residence of Mr. 
Crouch, an opulent farmer, of 
Ridgmont, near Ampthill, Bed- 
fordshire, to investigate the circum- 
stances connected with the death 
of Miss Mary Anne Crouch, aged 
nineteen, his niece, and daughter 
of Mr. William Crouch, of Chal- 
font. The deceased, together with 
the whole family, had been poi- 
soned, and suspicion alighting on 
Ann Lee, the cook in the service 
of Mr. Crouch, who was about to 
leave her situation, and a male 
servant named George Peppott, 
they were immediately, on the cir« 
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cumstances of the case becoming 
known, apprehended. 

The accused persons, Ann Lee 
and George Peppott, were present 
in custody during the proceedings. 
The evidence was read over by the 
coroner, from which it appears that 
the circumstances of the case were 
as follows 

On the morning of Saturday, 
the 25th of September, the cousin 
of deceased, a young lady named 
Dover, who was on a visit to Mr. 
Crouch's family at Ridgmont, pre- 
pared to make some cakes, as the 
deceased and other friends were 
expected also on the following day. 
The batter being prepared. Miss 
Dover recollected that she required 
some yeast, but being unable to 
procure any she desired the cook, 
Ann Lee, to let her have a little 
soda, which would answer the pur- 
pose. The accused, Lee, replied 
that there was none in the house, 
but she would send for some. 
During the absence of a messenger 
for that purpose the prisoner Lee 
came to Miss Dover, and said she 
had fbigotten she had some ready 
for use in the spice-box. She 
went and fetched it, and handed 
it to Miss Dover, who proceeded 
to mix it with the batter. The 
cakes were then placed in tins and 
baked, and no further notice taken. 
On the same day the family dined 
off rump steaks, partridges, and 
sage puddings, which were par- 
taken of by the whole of them. 
During dinner the rump steakfc 
were noticed to have a peculiar 
taste, and to be very highly pep- 
pered. They were at first too 
much done for Miss Dover, and an 
order was given to the cook to send 
tip another steak more underdone; 
that, however, had also tbe same 
peculiar taste. Shortly after din- 
ner the whole of the family were 


taken very ill, and vomited vio- 
lently. Medical aid, however, 
being promptly procured, emetics 
were administered, and they to- 
wards evening got much better. 
On the following day (Sunday) 
the deceased, accompanied by a 
friend. Miss Ann Gaslee, arrived 
on a visit from Chalfont. They 
partook of wine and ate a consider- 
able quantity of tbe cakes which 
Miss Dover had made. Miss Gas- 
lee, however, ate the most, and 
shortly after was seised with vio- 
lent fits of vomiting, and brought 
a great deal off her stomach. The 
deceased, however, was unable to 
do so, and, notwithstanding medi- 
cal aid was called in, she died on 
the day following. A post mortem 
examination of the body was sub- 
sequently made, and tbe contents 
of tbe deceased's stomach subjected 
to chemical analysation, and it was 
discovered that they were impreg- 
nated with a large quantity of 
arsenic. The'remainder of the steaks 
had been secured by Mr. Crouch 
immediately after the discovery 
of the illness of his family on the 
Saturday, and the spice and pepper- 
box being seised, they were each 
severally subjected also to the test 
of analysation, as was also the 
soda and the cakes, the result of 
which was that the whole were 
discovered to have been impreg- 
nated with the same deadly poison, 
which the medical men declared to 
have been the cause of the de- 
ceased’s death. 

Mr. Roberts, a grocer of Ampt- 
hill, proved that the prisoner 
'Peppott a few days before the oc- 
currence purchased a quantity of 
arsenic of him at his shop, saying 
it was for his master, Mr. Crouch, 
to destroy the rats with. 

The Coroner asked the accused 
parties if they wished to say any* 
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thing in the matter. They both 
declared their innocence, and Pep* 
pott stated that he dined on the 
remainder of the partridges after 
they came from the dining-room on 
the Saturday, and Lee (the cook) 
said she ate some of the steaks, 
and neither of them felt any ill 
effects from having done so. They 
could not account for the soda and 
pepper being mixed with arsenic. 
Ptypott declared that he bought 
the arsenic of Mr. Roberts to kill 
rats, and nothing else; that he 
never put it in the cupboard where 
the spice or pepper was kept, and 
that it was all used for the pur* 
pose he stated. 

The jury then retired, and at a 
late hour returned the following 
verdict M That the deceased. 
Miss Mary Ann Crouch, on the 
27th of September last, died from 
the effects of poison through eating 
a cake in which soda was used in- 
stead of yeast, which soda con* 
tabled arsenic wilfully and mali- 
ciously put into the same by some 
person or persons unknown, for 
the purpose of destroying life.” 

12. Alarming Accident at 
tub Victoria Theatre. — On 
opening the doors of the Victoria 
Theatre, at six o'clock in the even- 
ing, a most alarming occurrence 
took place. It seems, that at the 
opening of the doors a great rush 
was made up the gallery stairs, in 
order, at usual, to obtain the best 
seats. This rush increased as the 
pay-place was approached, and at 
that part it became so great that 
the flight of stain gave way with 
a dreadful crash. The alarm be* 
came general, and while some 
endeavoured to proceed onward, 
others tried to make their escape 
out of the theatre. The scream- 
ing of the women was frightful. 
Shawls, shoes, hafts* and eoats were 


torn off, and were lying in a heap 
at the theatre for the purpose of 
being owned. As soon as possible 
those who had been injured were 
taken to the surgeons about the 
theatre. To one shop fifteen per- 
sons were taken, and amongst 
them was a sawyer, named Clay- 
ton, residing in Boar-yard, Hol- 
born. So severe were the injuries 
this poor fellow received internally, 
that nearly two hours elapsed be- 
fore he was brought to his senses. 
For some time he was considered 
dead. A young woman named 
Mary Field, living in Pitt-street, 
Tottenham -court-road, was also 
severely injured about the legs; 
and a little boy about twelve yean 
of age, living in Potter's yard, 
Waterloo- road, had a rib broken. 
The other medical gentlemen had 
similar cases; but fortunately no 
life was lost The accident appears 
to have been occasioned by the 
supporters of the stairs giving way 
from being in a rotten state. 

14. Dreadful Explosion or 
a Steam Boiler.— Seven Per- 
sons killed.— A most melan- 
choly accident occurred at Man- 
chester, at a very early hour, 
occasioned by the bunting of the 
boiler of a steam-engine, by which 
no less than seven workmen were 
instantaneously killed, and many 
others severely wounded. It ap- 
pear that the workmen employed 
by Messrs. John Elce and Co., 
machine and tool makers, of Jer- 
sey-street. Ancoata, Manchester, 
repaired, as usual, to their labour 
at an early hour, six o'clock, and, 
as they were waiting for the ar- 
rival of the remainder of the men, 
they assembled in the engine-room, 
which, of course, is much wanner 
than any other part of the build- 
The irm usually employ from 
to sixty umd> but on the mom* 
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ing of the accident not more than 
half that number had arrived when 
the occurrence took place. The 
engine employed is of six-horse 
power, and the boiler attached is 
equal to ten-horse power. The 
engineer arrived a few minutes 
before six o'clock, and is supposed 
to have lighted the fire as usual, 
and supplied the boiler with the 
usual quantity of water, and was 
conversing with the mechanics 
who had arrived, before he fully 
set the engine to work. Suddenly 
a crash was heard, and was in- 
stantly followed by an explosion, 
which stretched twelve of the men 
on the floor, knocked several of the 
others down, destroyed the whole 
of the machinery, and completely 
blew away one end of the building, 
besides shattering every window 
frame to atoms and displacing the 
whole of the roof of the building. 
As soon as the effect of the shock 
had subsided, those of the men 
who were uninjured moved for- 
ward to the scene of destruction, 
and here a most horrible and heart- 
rending spectacle was to be seen. 
The engineer was found with his 
head severed from his body ; the 
workmen were dashed in every 
direction, and scarcely the features 
of one near the engine could be 
recognized. On a further search 
four others were found in a most 
mutilated state, quite dead, some 
of them with their heads literally 
blown into a mash, others without 
limbs, and many with the lower 
extremities of the body completely 
laid open, so that it would seem 
the various parts of the engine had 
struck them either in a sitting 
posture or in the act of rising to 
effect their escape. 

15. Police.— A young country- 
man, named George Howe, was 
brought , before the Lord Major, 


having given himself up to a po- 
liceman on the preceding day on a 
very serious self- accusation. Hie 
policeman stated that the prisoner 
walked up to him at three o'clock 
Thursday, and said, a I have done 
something wrong, policeman, and 
I wish you to take me into cus- 
tody." Witness asked him what 
he meant, and he replied, “ You 
know what Blakeslcy did. 1 have 
done something like that — I* have 
murdered ray mother." Witness 
did not believe there was any 
foundation for the statement, and 
wanted the prisoner to go home, 
hut he insisted upon being taken 
to the station-house. The Lord 
Mayor. — Well, prisoner, where is 
your mother, whom you say you 
have murdered? Prisoner. — I 
was drunk, my Lord $ I never 
murdered any ope. The police- 
man said it was evident the pri- 
soner had been drinking. The 
Lord Mayor (to the prisoner).— 
Where is your mother ? Prisoner. 
— At Walthamstow. I live with 
her ; and there she is to be fouud. 
The Lord Mayor. — When did you 
see her last ? Prisoner.— On Sa- 
turday last. The Lord Mayor.— 
Well, you have given yourself a 
very bad character, and you nujst 
bring forward somebody to remove 
the impression caused by your own 
description before I part with you. 
Prisoner.— I assure you, my Lord, 
it was nothing but drunkenness. 
The Lord Mayor. — How am I to 
know that drunkenness is the only 
offence you have committed ? No, 
no ; you must bring forward some 
more credible person. If you suf- 
fer any inconvenience and are an 
innocent man you have to blame 
yourself for what you undergo. 
Policeman. — He told me his mind 
was very uneasy on the subject, 
and it was his anxipus widiipta 
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taken to the station-house. Pri- 
soner.— I do assure you, my Lord, 
that my mother is quite well, and 
I never thought of such a thing. 
It was nothing but the effect of 
drinking. The Lord Mayor.— 
When you get somebody to attend 
ond prove to us that you have been 
accusing yourself wrongfully you 
shall shall be set at liberty ; but I 
cannot think of letting you go 
merely because you now think 
proper to deny your first statement, 
fhe prisoner, who appeared to be 
greatly annoyed at this unexpected 
result of his drunken frolic, and 
who endeavoured to prevail upon 
his Lordship to consider him as in- 
nocent of his mother’s death, in a 
very earnest appeal, was then re- 
moved from the bar. Subsequently 
a gentleman, who resides in the 
neighbourhood of the Mansion- 
house, and was acquainted with 
the prisoner and his Family, waited 
upon the Lord Mayor, and stated 
that the foolish fellow became a 
great deal more foolish by “ put- 
ting the enemy into his mouth,” 
and that he was a young man of 
very good character. The Lord 
Mayor thought another night, un- 
der a good strong lock and key, 
would be of service to the pri- 
soner’s memory, and prevent him 
from giving unnecessary trouble to 
the police. 

Execution op General Leon. 
— “ October 15. Quarter-past 
two, p.m. — General Leon is shot ! 
At one o'clock to-day be was taken 
in a coach from the Convent of St. 
Thomas, in which he had been 
confined (the barrack of the Na- 
tional Militia of Madrid), and con- 
ducted outside the gate of Toledo 
(the usual place of military execu- 
tion, beyond that of Bilboa, being 
too far from his prison), where, at 
forty-two minutes past one, he 


was shot by a platoon. A strong 
force lined the great street of To- 
ledo, and prevented the populace 
passing through the gate to wit- 
ness the execution. However, a 
gentleman who had been on the 
ground from an early hour, and 
who witnessed the scene; declared 
that he died like a soldier. He 
wore his uniform as a cavalry 
officer, and addressed his guards 
in a firm voice, nearly to this 
effect: — 1 Camarades , I am accused 
of being a coward and a traitor! 
I am neither. I have served Spain 
well, and I do not regret it. Viva 
Isabella Segunda ! Viva la liber - 
tad ! Adios Camarades. r He em- 
braced his Advocate-General, Ron- 
cali, and the Fiscal, who presided 
at the execution of the sentence, 
and then turning to the soldiers, 
gave the signal to fire. One dis- 
charge sufficed, and he fell dead 
instantly. The Fiscal took charge 
of the body, and the mass of the 
troops of the line and Nacionales 
returned into the city. Diego 
Leon was the best cavalry officer 
which the constitutional army pos- 
sessed during the last war. He 
acquired his promotion and his 
title of Count of Belascoain on the 
field of battle. Lower Navarre 
and Arragon were the principal 
theatres of his exploits, and in all 
the battles fought in those pro- 
vinces he was distinguished for 
his clear judgment and impetuous 
valour. A bold and brilliant ca- 
valry officer, and still young (be 
was only thirty-seven years of 
age), Diego was of so noble a 
nature that he was beloved both 
by officers and soldiers, a circum- 
stance the more extraordinary, as 
the Spanish privates seldom attach 
themselves to their officers. Diego 
Leon was known tp the army by 
the name of the Spanish Murat, 
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on account of his bravery and his about fifteen or sixteen followers 
rich and dazzling uniform. He to conduct Carrequiri, who was 
wore, through choice, the hussar proceeding to Prance, across the 
uniform of the Princess's Regiment, mountains, and after having seen 
even when he commanded the him safely enter the French tern- 
Royal Guard. His shako was al- tory, he was in the act of making 
ways ornamented with a streamer, his way back, when the well- 
by which he was easily recognized known Elorri got information of 
on the field of battle. Espartero the direction he had taken. In 
was intimately connected with him order to make himself more sure 
until the events which occurred of his prey, Elorri pretended that 
at Barcelona last year. From that he came to join the party of Mu- 
period all intimacy ceased between nagorri, and immediately shouted 
them, and the subsequent events out, 1 Viva la Reina Govemadora, 
still further separated those men, y vivan log fuerog!' The ancient 
so different in feeling and opinions. Chapelgorri soon came up with 
Maria Christina, who justly ap- the person he was in search of, 
predated Diego Leon’s devoted- who was, at the moment, in cosi- 
ness, had recourse to him when pany with ten or twelve of his 
abandoned by Espartero $ she en- partisans, three or four of whom 
deavoured at Valencia to allay the only were armed. The moment 
storm, and form her last Constitu- Munagorri caught a sight of this 
tional ministry. She appointed new convert to Fuerism, be guessed 
him Captain-General of Madrid, that the object of his visit was not 
Diego repaired there forthwith, friendly— he knew that his doom 
against Espartero’s wilt, who was sealed, and he saw that his 
wished to keep him at Barcelona, only safety was in flight. Those 
but he only arrived at his post to who had no weapons immediately 
witness the defection of the troops fled, and the few who possessed 
and the downfall of the Queen arms were soon deprived of them, 
Regent’s authority. He remained and made prisoners by the Chapel- 
at Madrid, where Espartero au- gorris. Munagorri himself was 
tborized him to reside, in order mounted, and on seeing Elorri, he 
the better to observe his move- clapped spurs to his horse, and 
nsents. The details of his arrest made an attempt to escape. But 
are not known, but his tragical his vigilant enemy was not thus 
death will no doubt deeply afHict to be baffled. One of his fob 
his brothers-in-arms, who so long lowers caught hold of the reins, 
admired his noble disposition and and clung to them until he was 
his bravery at the moment of dragged some paces onward. Elorri 
action.’' culled out to him several times 

Death of Munagorri.— “San to surrender, but Munagorri still 
Sbbastian, October 15. — The tried to escape with all the des- 
re volutionary expeditions of Mu. peration of a man who knew that 
nagorri are for ever at an end. be had no mercy to expect. Elorri 
The unfortunate man was shot took his aim, fired, and wounded 
yesterday about half-past two the horse on which the other rode, 
o'clock, near the iron foundry of The animal reared, and then fell 
Zumarista, between Oyamin and heavily, with the rider under. 
Lewci He had engaged with The whole troop then delivered 
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their fire upon the horse and its 
rider, and it was all over. They 
rushed to the spot, and lifted up 
the bleeding, corpse of their enemy. 
He was pierce! by no leas than 
seven balls/’ 

18. Gales and High Tide.-— 
The very strong and north-east- 
erly gales which for several days 
had prevailed in and near London, 
did much damage to buildings 
and the shipping in the river'. This 
was accompanied by a calamity 
greater, in its nature, than had 
ever before been experienced. On 
Monday the tide ebbed so low that 
the river became fordable in many 
parts, and the steam-boats were 
compelled to suspend their voy- 
ages for want of sufficient depth 
of water. At half-past one p.m. 
the tide rose with unprecedented 
rapidity, and at three p.m. had 
risen far above its usual level; 
nearly the whole of Hotherhithe, 
Wapptng, Shadwell, and other 
parts adjacent to the river were 
completely flooded 5 the Tower 
seemed to stand in the midst of 
the river: the quays at the Cus- 
tom-house and the Docks, the 
wharfs, and storehouses, were com- 
pletely under water. The Bo- 
rough, and Lambeth, the low 
streets in Westminster, and the 
floor of "Westminster Hall were 
equally inundated. At Stroud, 
Rochester, Greenwich, Chelsea, 
and Battersea, the floods were 
equally excessive. Immense da- 
mage was suffered by the destruc- 
tion of goods and furniture, which 
were seen floating in every direc- 
tion. Fortunately no lives were 
lost. 

—» Melancholy Accident at 
Portsmouth.— Inquests were held 
before the coroner for the borough 
of Portsmouth, on view of the 
body of Mr. Charles Davers Rush* 


brooke, an ensign in her Majesty’s 
23d regiment of foot, aged nineteen 
years and three months, and T. Wil- 
liams, a lance-corporal in the same 
regiment, aged twenty-three years, 
who were drowned in the North 
Camber, in her Majesty’s dockyard, 
on the preceding night. It appeared 
by the evidence on the inquiry, that 
the deceased ensign was the officer 
on duty on the Sunday night, and 
with the corporal, was going his 
round between eleven and twelve 
o’clock to inspect the sentinels on 
their guards. They had left the 
detached guard near the Camber 
at the above time, when, shortly 
after, a cry for assistance was heard, 
but the night being so tempestuous 
it could not be told whence it 
came. The police were alarmed, 
and information immediately given 
to the detached guard. The force 
of the police were mustered, when 
none of them were missing, as were 
also the guard, when it was found 
that the officer and corporal were 
absent The drags were procured 
by the nolice, and between one and 
two o'clock on the following morn- 
ing the bodies were found and con- 
veyed to the guard-room. The 
fatal and lamentable accident must 
have happened within a few mo* 
meats after leaving the guard- 
house, as the watch in the pocket 
of Mr. Buahbrooke stopped at that 
time. The jury very properly ex- 
pressed their strong sense of in- 
dignant feeling that the lives, not 
only of the military but the poliee, 
should be risked for the want of 
some protection round the different 
docks and wharfs in the yard, and 
returned their vecdicts of '* Acci- 
dentally drowned." 

19. Encroachment op thb Sea 
at Dover.— -During several days 
the very boisterous weather which 
all along the south-eastern coast 


Digitized by Google 



96 


ANNUAL REGISTER. [1841 


has more or less been detrimental 
to the shipping interest, had done 
considerable damage at Dover, 
carrying away an immense quan- 
tity of beach, and undermining a 
number of boat-houses and other 
small buildings which had for a 
number of years past bid defiance 
to the fury of the waves. In the 
bay, which to a considerable extent 
was sheltered from the wind and 
tide by the projection of the pier, 
several boat-houses opposite the 
Royal Y ork Hotel have been washed 
down. For several dayspast, during 
the time of high water, the waves 
have come rolling into the bay in 
such awful grandeur as is rarely 
witnessed on this coast, carrying 
back with them the shingle to so 
great an extent that the sea now 
washes in ten or fifteen feet nearer 
the Marine-parade and Waterloo- 
crescent than it formerly did. The 
greatest destruction of property, 
however, has been to the westward 
of the Stonehead. It is supposed 
that the cause of this extraordinary 
circumstance is, that the enormous 
fall of chalk at the Round Down 
Cliff, about twelve months since, 
had stopped the progress of the 
shingle beyond it, in travelling to 
the eastward, as it used to do. But 
some, who have paid considerable 
attention to the subject, conclude 
that it arises from the large quan- 
tities of beach used in the construc- 
tion of the sea-wall between this 
town and Folkestone. Bull-rock, 
on which Archdiff fort is built, 
the platform leading to the tunnel 
of the South Eastern railway under 
the Shakspeare cliff, and the cliffs 
further along the coast are also 
much undermined. 

21. Dreadful Fire. — Total 
Destruction of Derby Town- 
Hall.— About two o'clock in the 
morning an alarm of fire was given 


by the policeman on duty at the 
town-hall, who had observed a 
smell of burning, and afterwards, 
on searching, found, turpentine 
dropping into the avenue from the 
burning deals, which could then be 
discovered through a small aper- 
ture. No time was lost in spread- 
ing the intelligence that the Town- 
hall was in flames, and a large 
number of the inhabitants residing 
in the neighbourhood immediately 
assembled. Great delay was oc- 
casioned by the engines, which are 
usually kept at the Town-hall, 
having been removed to the Mor- 
ledge, in consequence of the re- 
pairs which were taking place at 
the Town-hall. At length several 
of the engines were placed at the 
front, and others at the back of the 
building, and continued to play os 
long and as frequently as they 
could obtain supplies of water, but 
without the slightest effect. About 
four o'clock the roof began to give 
way, and the flames blazed forth 
with terrific violence. The sky for 
miles round presented a lurid glare; 
and the pale and anxious counte- 
nances of the spectators were as 
visible as if it liad been noonday. 
At five o'clock the whole of the 
roof was destroyed, and the ceiling 
of the lofty Ionic portico gave way, 
falling with a tremendous crash 
upon the rustic basement. At six 
o’clock the materials became ex- 
hausted, and as daylight approached 
nothing but the bare walls were to 
be seen. All the town records 
have been destroyed by the flames 
as well as the Revising barristers 
documents, but the Chamberlain’s 
account books are preserved. No 
loss of life or limb has attended the 
catastophe. 

The Manner of Dissolving 
Parliament in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth.— -The follow- 
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utk ing curious piece of historical in- Kinmel Hall by Fire.—* Soon 

flri i formation is derived from a rare after ten o'clock at night it was 

rwi work, entitled “ Records of Par- discovered that Lady Dinorben’s 

pats t liament,” printed in folio, 1602. dressing-room in Kinmel Hall, near 

Atm. 27 Reg. Elis., Sept, 14, St. Asaph, the seat of Lord Din - 

ibaibe 1586: — The Lorde Chiefe Justice orben, was on fire, and that the 

lips- of England, the Lorde Chiefe flames had already gained some 

sjiai- Justice of the Common Pleas, the height. Immediately after the 

Ton- Lorde Chiefe Baron of the Ex- discovery an alarm was given 

aiaf chequer, and the Maister of the throughout the mansion; happily 

^ Rolies, beyng sente down from the none of the domestics had re* 

jiMf Lordea to the Commons, the sayd tired to rest, so that they all di- 
ns «• Lorde Chiefe Baron having the rected their efforts to quench the 

■jcisff greate seale of England, declared flames, but, unfortunately, with- 

DisH that her Majestic havyng givin out effect. The fire had obtained 

iH* commission to dissolve the present such an ascendancy as to baffle all 

tie fr Parliament unto the 4th day of the endeavours of the inmates ; 

]!#ii Feb. following, and soe whereupon and from there not being any fire- 

tffli it was by warrant adjourned u n till engines for many miles round, 

atlk the day appoynted. Which done, nothing could be done to arrest the 

trffc Mr. Vice-Chamberlain, standing fury of the fire, which continued 

pkf* up, and putting the House in re- its devastating ravages until five 

: tkf membrance of Her Majesties most next morning, leaving the superb 

ttM princelie and lovyng kindnesses, mansion and its costly furniture a 

D* signified unto the House in the heap of ashes. The greater part 

messages and declarations of her of the valuable library and MSS. 

fori Highnesses thankfull acceptations were rescued at an early stage of 

of the dutiful] cares and travails of the fire. 

the House in the service of Her — Police. — Hatton-garden. 
jufr Majestie and the Realme, moved — Charles Wilcox, a young man of 

i?# the House that we doe altogether gentlemanly appearance and man- 

"M- j°yu mir hearts and minds together ners, who described himself as hav- 

fi In humble and earnest prayer unto ing been a student at Trinity Col- 

ig Almighty God for the long con- lege, Cambridge, was placed at the 

nr, tinuance of Her Majesties reign bar, before Mr. Green wood, for final 

* and preservation. He then sayd examination, charged by Mr. An- 

; gi he had a paper, in writing, by tonio Panizzi, keeper of the printed 

3 . an honest, godly, and learned man ; books at the British Museum, with 

fcl yet, albeit it was not very well having stolen several books from 

>9 written, he would read it as well the reading-room of that establish- 

& as he could ; if it pleased them to ment, under the following circum- 

H say after him, as he should begin stances: — Mr. Panizzi having been 

fC and say before them ; which being sworn, stated that the prisoner was 

3 ’j assented to by the whole House, in the habit of attending the read- 

w everie one kneeling upon his knees, ing* room at the British Museum, 

i the sayd Mr. Vice Chamberlayne with a regular admission ticket, 

began the sayd prayer, which being and having reason to suspect that 

% ended, everie one departed untill he purloined the books, witness 

i the sayd daie of adjournment.” set a person to watch his proceed - 

27. Total Destruction of ings. On Saturday afternoon last, 

Vol. L XXXIII. H 
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at a Uttle after four o’clock, when 
the readers were about leaving the 
room, witness was called by one 
of the attendants, who informed 
him that the prisoner was going 
away. Witness addressed him, 
and said he wished to speak with 
him, requesting him to accompany 
him into the library. The prisoner 
had three standard novels handed 
to him, and only returned two of 
them. He inquired where the 
other volume was ? The prisoner 
replied that he did not know, but 
perhaps it had been left upon the 
table, and he made a movement 
towards the door to leave, but 
witness stood before him, and said, 
€t No, we must find the book 
first.” Witness then sent one of 
the attendants to look after it, but 
he could not find it. The prisoner 
seemed astonished, and said, “ I 
hope you do not suspect me.” 
Witness said, c « It was very awk- 
ward, but several other volumes 
had been missed since he had had 
them.” He denied all knowledge 
of them. Witness detained him, 
and sent for Sir Henry Ellis, the 
principal librarian, and also for a 
policeman. The prisoner again 
denied all knowledge of the books. 
On the arrival of Sir Henry Ellis, 
witness informed him that the 
prisoner had had three volumes of 
the Standard Novels, and only re- 
turned two. The prisoner again 
asked, “ If they suspected him ?” 
Witness replied, <f Yes ; it is of no 
use, you have got a book in your 
pocket now, and the policeman 
will find it there when he comes.” 
The prisoner then expressed a wish 
to speak to Sir Henry Ellis and 
witness in private, which they de- 
clined, and he then put his hand 
into his pocket and produced the 
volume of Lionel Lincoln which 
had been missing; he gave the 


prisoner into the custody of an 
officer. He valued the book at 
Ss. 6d., and said it was the pro- 
perty of the trustees of the British 
Museum. Mr. Greenwood asked 
the prisoner whether he wished to 
say anything to the charge? Pri- 
soner. — I placed the book in my 
pocket with the intention of taking 
it away with me, but with no 
intention of ultimately detaining 
it. 1 would have replaced it in a 
few days. He was fully com- 
mitted for trial on this charge. 

The prisoner was further charged 
with having stolen many other 
books, which were clearly traced 
to him. 

28 . Calamitous Accident at 
Blyth. — L oss or Ten Lives.— 

The Sibsons, a veael laden with 
timber from Archangel, and be- 
longing to Blyth, made her ap- 
pearance in the offing of the latter 
place in the morning. It had been \ 
previously arranged, that the new 
life-boat belonging to Blyth should 
be tried on that day; and Mr. 
Joseph Hodgson, the owner of 
the Sibsons , offered the boat's crew 
a gratuity of 3/. if they would 
convey an instruction to the cap- 
tain of the vessel to proceed to 
London. The sea ran very high / 

at the time, and it was found * 
difficult to induce the men to un- 
dertake the commission, but they 
ultimately consented. The boat 
was thereupon launched upon this 
perilous enterprise, when nine men 
stepped on board, Mr. Hodgson 
himself, accompanied by Mr. Henry t 

Debord, shipowner, following. ] 

The command of the boat was j 
taken by Mr. Robinson Burn (a 
brave fellow, who had on many a 
previous occasion risked his own 
life in saving others). When they 
had proceeded but & short distance 
from the shore, a heavy sea struck 
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Ni the boat, lifting her on end, and 

btaii then completely capsizing her. 

ft? The spectators anxiously expected 

eb her righting again, but she re- 

mained bottom upwards ; and part 
of the crew were seen clinging to 
e? h the bottom of the boat. The boat 

i a drifted ashore about a mile south 

dw of the harbour* accompanied by 

wi2i four of the crew, apparently life- 
less less. A great multitude of the 

in- inhabitants had by that time as- 

>* sembled on the beach to witness 

m the calamitous spectacle, and seve- 

ck? ml, at their own imminent peril, 

it & rushed among the breakers to res- 

r ac cue the sufferers who clung to the 

boat as they approached the shore. 
Dtf* The persons got out of the sea 

Lire- were Mr. Joseph Hodgson, and 

a Henry Kinch, a seaman, who have 

d it recovered, and are now likely to do 

1st well* Mr. Henry Debord, who 

*>!* was nearly dead, and died soon 

si* afterwards, all exertions to pre- 

tk* serve his life having been unsuc- 

iis# cemful ; and Mr. Burn, who was 

ait quite dead* The boat having been 

turned over, the body of John 
<0* Heppell wa* found, also dead, 

fji 31. Awful Conflagration at 
it thr Town of London.— The 

d* public excitement caused by the 

, : a?' recent destruction of so many of 

[0 our national buildings had scarcely 

s sj subsided, when it was aroused to 

■X a fearful height, by the news that 

5* a large part of the Tower of 

\i London had fallen a prey to fire, 

as and that many proud monuments 

f of national glory had perished. 

'$ The first outbreak of the fire took 

* place precisely at half-past ten 

p o'clock, at which time the atten- 

ii tion of the sentinel on duty on 

ft the terrace, near the Jewel-office, 

i was attracted to what appeared to 

f be a glimmering light under what 

t' is termed i( the Round Table," or 

i cupola of the Round or Bowyer 
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Tower, which is detached from the 
Armoury on the north side, facing 
the Trinity-house, and eastward 
to the grand staircase leading to 
the Small Armoury. In the first 
instance the sentinel took no notice 
of it, but shortly after observing 
that it became stronger, and being 
convinced that something was 
wrong, he fired bis musket to give 
an alarm, and in a few minutes 
the whole of the officers turned 
out, and the entire battalion of 
Scots Fusileer Guards, quartered 
in the “ Old Mill Barracks," mus- 
tered to the sound of the rappel. 
The flames in a few minutes be- 
gan to burst forth from the win- 
dows of the Round Tower with 
fearful violence. The instant 
the drums beat the alarm, the 
whole of the troops, several hun- 
dred in number, were seen rushing 
out of their quarters in all direc- 
tions. Colonel Auckland Eden, 
the officer commanding, lost no 
time in despatching information to 
Major Elrington, the acting Go- 
vernor of the Tower, in the 
absence of Colonel Gurwood, the 
Deputy Lieutenant. He then 
directed the soldiers to turn out 
the Tower engines (nine in num- 
ber) which was immediately ac- 
complished, and they were brought 
to the spot, and the glare of the 
flames having announced the dis- 
aster over the metropolis, the en- 
gines of the Fire Brigade hurried 
to the spot from every quarter. 
Unfortunately the tide was out, 
and the tanks under the Tower 
afforded but an inadequate supply, 
while the great height of the 
Round Tower rendered that little 
of no avail. By eleven o’clock the 
destruction of the Round Tower 
was complete, and for a short time 
great hopes existed that danger 
was at an end, but subsequently a 
H 2 
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cry was raised that it had reached 
the Armoury roof nearest adjoin- 
ing it. This was found to be too 
true, and although every effort 
that human power could devise 
was resorted to in order to save 
this magnificent and stupendous 
structure, or in some measure check 
the progress of the flames, they 
proceeded with a fury which baffled 
exertions almost superhuman, and 
which ended in its total destruc- 
tion. On finding this was the 
case a general rush was made 
by the soldiery in order to secure 
as many of the arms and other 
valuables as possible, and two of 
the Brigade engines having again 
obtained a supply of water through 
the medium of others stationed 
near the river, their engineers 
carried the branches into the great 
Armoury-room, and got to work, 
managing to retain their position 
for nearly half-an-hour, playing 
upon the ceiling wherever the fire 
made its appearance; but a large 
quantity giving .way, the whole of 
the interior between the roof and 
the ceiling was found to be on 
fire. This made them quit their 
position and make their escape by 
the grand staircase, and in an in- 
stant after, the entire ceiling of the 
spacious hall gave way and filled 
it with smoke and flame. By this 
time, twenty minutes past eleven 
o’clock, the flames were seen issu- 
ing from all parts of the roof of 
the building, and subsequently 
reaching to the Clock Tower in 
the centre. The scene which pre- 
sented itself was terrible and 
awfully magnificent. The flames, 
which shot up to a tremendous 
height, threw a fearful glare over 
the whole metropolis, and the 
crowds which flocked in alarm or 
curiosity to the Tower, added in 
no small degree to the confusion — 
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so great was the excitement, that 
they even seemed likely to storm j 
the outer barriers of the fortress ; ; i 

and even after the arrival of several ; 

hundred of the police force, and ' 

400 Fusileer Guards, severe con- 3 

tests took place at the gates. The j 

floating engines now arrived, and , 

moored off the Traitor’s Gate, but 8 

as they had 700 feet of hose to , 

lay down, their assistance was of l 

little avail, save by their supplying s 

water to the engines nearer the 
site of conflagration. By half-past g 

twelve o’clock the conflagration had t 

reached to a frightful magnitude. fl 

It had extended through the floor- , 

ing of the Small Armoury into 1 s 
the lower compartment, occupied ^ 

by the train of artillery, and those , 

splendid trophies of England’s { 

f lory so well known to the public. , 

? rom this period the flames con- ’ fl 

tinued to increase with such fear- j j 

ful violence, that apprehensions ^ t 
were entertained that every part : , 
of the Tower would be over- j , 
whelmed and become a victim to t 

them. Fire was to be seen gush- f 

ing forth from every window of s 

the building, which had all the j 

appearance of the crater of some s 

volcano. The heat became so in- ^ , 
tense, that it was utterly impos- f 

sible for a human being to stand | 

on the broad walk between the ■ 
Armoury and the White Tower, . 

and before it was possible to re- j 

move the engines, some of them , 

were burnt very considerably. At ^ 

one o’clock the whole of the Clock ^ 

Tower, which had stood tottering \ ^ 
for some time, together with a | 
great mass of the roof, and some ! ; 

portion of the upper heavy stone ( 

work of the building, fell in with , 

a tremendous crash, resembling the | 
firing of heavy artillery. Irame- 
diately after this, the flames for ^ 
some time increased their height, 
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but assumed a livid hue of a most 
unearthly description, and evi- 
dently blew over in the direction 
of the White Tower, for which 
great fears were now entertained. 
All attentions were now directed 
towards the White Tower and the 
Church of St. Peter. The leaden 
water-pipes, running from the roof 
of the former, were melted, and 
the frames of the windows had 
already ignited, but a plentiful 
supply of water having been by 
this time obtained, the exertions 
of the firemen, soldiers, &c., were 
directed to it, and by keeping 
copious streams of water constantly 
playing upon it, and by the im- 
mense thickness of its walls, it was 
preserved. The Church is also 
indebted to the praiseworthy ex- 
ertions of the officers of the garri- 
son and the soldiers under their 
command, for its preservation . The 
Jewel Tower next attracted the 
attention of the authorities: the 
wind having somewhat shifted, 
blew the flames in that direction, 
and its destruction appeared in- 
evitable. On this circumstance 
reaching the ears of the Governor, 
Major Elrington, he instantly di- 
rected the warders to break it open 
at all risks, secure the regalia and 
Crown jewels, and bring them at 
once to him. To effect this crow- 
bars were found to be indispensa- 
ble. Mr. Swift, the master of the 
Jewel Tower, who was sent for, 
was found to be in possession of 
the key of the outer room only, 
the other keys to those valuables 
being in the possession of the Lord 
Chamberlain. On gaining an en- 
trance much further difficulty pre- 
sented itself in the removal of the 
strong iron railing with which the 
diamonds, &c., were surrounded. 
After a lapse of about twenty 
minutes it was effected, and a most 


extraordinary scene presented it- 
self, the warders carrying crowns, 
sceptres, and other valuables of 
royalty, between groups of soldiers, 
police, firemen, and others, from 
the Jewel Tower to the Governor's 
residence, which is situate at the 
very further extremity of the 
Green. None, however, sustained 
the slightest injury, and by dint 
of most prompt exertion the Jewel 
Tower itself was saved. At two 
o'clock the fire was evidently at 
its greatest altitude, and a rumout 
spread abroad that a large maga- 
zine was attached to the Armoury, 
and great fears were now enter- 
tained that a general explosion 
would take place. At times it 
appeared that such was really the 
case, for occasionally the flames 
would vomit forth burning embers 
of immense magnitude, again sub- 
side, aud again repeat their dread- 
ful thunders. This continued un- 
til about a quarter to three o'clock, 
when the fire showed some symp- 
toms of abating its fury, and be- 
gan to expend itself so far as to 
enable the firemen, together with 
the engines, to re-approach the 
ruins. Prior, however, to this 
taking place, a new cause of alarm 
arose in the Map -office, which con- 
tains some very valuable maps, 
records, &c., catching fire. That, 
however, was soon got under, and 
all the property placed in safety. 
Attention was now exclusively 
directed towards the nearest build- 
ings, upon which streams of water 
were incessantly poured. These 
precautions were effectual, and the 
fire was confined to the immense 
detached portion in which it had 
broken out, the whole of which 
the next morning presented an 
immense mass of living fire. For 
several days subsequent, the remains 
of the Armoury were a heap of 
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smouldering ruins, from which 
flames were observed to buret ; the 
engines which remained in attend- 
ance were immediately brought to 
play upon these parts, and when 
the fire seemed to be entirely sub- 
dued, the mass was left to cool ; 
but for a long period volumes of 
smoke and steam curled over the 
heated ruins : these presented 
a grand but fearful spectacle; 
the shell of the buildings was 
left standing, but riven in every 
direction by the heat and the 
water, and large masses from time 
to time separated and fell with a 
fearful crash : one of these, a large 
piece of stone carving over the 
grand entrance, unfortunately 
struck one of the firemen, who 
was killed on the spot. There 
seems no reason to doubt that the 
fire was accidental ; but whether 
it arose from the armourers’ forge 
in the Round Tower, or from the 
overheating of the flues of the 
A mot stoves in the same building, 
could not be ascertained. To give 
an account of the stores and tro- 
phies destroyed would be but to 
repeat the Guide for strangers who 
visit the Tower, all were destroyed, 
except the beautiful cannon taken 
from Malta by the French in 1798, 
and sent to the French Directory, 
by Bonaparte, in La Sensible, in 
which it was captured by Captain 
Foote, of the Seahorse ; the sword 
and sash of the Duke of York ; 
and such of the small arms as were 
hastily carried away by the soldiers. 
The excitement created through 
the country by this calamity was 
immense : the Tower was besieged 
by crowds anxious to catch even 
the most distant view of the ruins. 
Admittance was refused to all but 
those who had tickets from the 
proper authorities, and these were 
issued in thousands to the nobility. 


gentry, and officers, who poured 
in one incessant throng through 
the esplanade. Immediate steps 
were taken by Government to in- 
vestigate the origin of the fire and 
the conduct of the officers and ser- 
vants in the Tower. 


NOVEMBER. 

2. Covent-Garden Theatre. 
— It having been announced that 
another of the gifted family of 
Kemble was to make her d&ui this 
evening, a most crowded audience 
collected in the Theatre Royal 
Covent Garden— 'this was Miss 
Adelaide Kemble, a younger 
daughter of Mr. Charles Kemble, 
and sister to Miss Fanny Kemble, 
now Mrs. Butler. The opem 
chosen for her first appearance was 
Donizetti’s Norma . Her reception 
was most enthusiastic, and her 
singing and acting proved her well 
worthy of the interest taken in her 
success, and the high character of 
her family. Miss A. Kemble 
played with the greatest success 
m several other operas, and esta- 
blished her fame as a most eminent 
actress and vocalist. 

The War in China. — The 
Indian newspapers give some in- 
teresting details of the contest now 
going on in the East. Her Majes- 
ty's chief servants in China appear 
to have been placed in a most 
awkward predicament during a 
typhoon, on the 21st of August. 
It appears that her Majesty's cut- 
ter Louisa, Lord A. W. Beauckrk 
in command* Mr. Swan master, 
with their excellencies Sir G. 
Bremer and Captain Charles Elliot, 
her Majesty's joint Plenipoten- 
tiaries in China* flag^tteutensat 
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as Fowler, and Mr. Morgan, Sir G. 
# Bremer's secretary, on board, left 

0 Macao roads for Hong Kong on the 

e) 20th. On Friday afternoon Sir G. 
fit Bremer and Captain Elliot were 

^ brought back to Macao in a small 

Chinese boat. The cutter had been 
blown to the westward. About noon 
^ on the 21st Mr* Owen, the second 
master, was knocked overboard 
whilst employed about the low- 
ered gaff and drowned ; the cutter 
was eventually wrecked on the 
si* island of Kowlan, to the north of 

sis Tylow, and near to the village of 

j' Feisha. This island is in the divi- 

& sion of Wongleongtow, district of 

l* Heangshan. Her Majesty's joint 

fa Plenipotentiaries were, at first, 

1 rather roughly treated ; the commo- 

ti? dore was knocked down and strip- 

& ped, and had not the man who 

s* brought their excellencies back to 

Macao in his boat interfered in their 
t# behalf and protection, the English 

& expedition in China would proba- 

t bly have been deprived of both its 

% civil and military heads. The man 

it called himself a comprador, took 

a* the shipwrecked people into his 

a house, and gave them food. Sir 

^ G. Bremer landed on the Praya 

p Grande in a red Guernsey frock 

s* and drawers; the price of their 

rescue was 3,000 dollars. Lieu* 
S tenant Fowler, Lord A. W. Beau- 
clerk, and the rest of the crew 
4 were brought bock to Macao on 

t Sunday, by a Lorcha and a boat of 

f bar Majesty’s ship Herald, which 

i bad been despatched for that pur- 

|i pore. 

i It does not seem certain whether 

t Keahen, the Chinese admiral, fell a 
i sacrifice to the imperial wrath, but 

t certainly he appears to have been 
\ / sed as a sponge, and the oppor- 

i ' rm ty eagerly seized to squeeze 
from him his ill-gotten wealth as 
i appears from the following account 


of property seized by the Imperial 
Government in Keshen’s houses 
Gold, 270,000 taels weight; Sycee 
silver, 3,400,000 taels weight ; 
foreign money, 2,000,000 taels 
weight ; land cultivated, 39 king. 
A king contains 100 mow, or Chi- 
nese acres, equal to about one-third 
of an English acre. 4 pawn-shops 
in the province of Pechele ; 2 
ditto at Shingking or Moukden ; 
84 banking (or shroff) shops; 94 
large pearls ; 14 strings of pearls ; 
8 pearl lamps ; 34 arrow thumb- 
rings, made of the feathers of the 
fei Isuy bird ; 18 pieces of coral ; 
24 catties of ginseng; 25 catties 
of deer's horns; 420 lengths of 
silk ; 30 pieces of broad cloth and 
English camlets ; 18 striking 

clocks; 10 gold watches; 24 fur 
garments: 2 images of horses, 
made of precious stones ; 2 images 
of lions, made of precious stones ; 
28 crystal washhand basins; 1 
tortoiseshell bedstead ; 4 chariots ; 
168 female slaves. 

Training and Drilling in 
China. — ( Translations.) — Pro- 
clamation from the Governor and 
Lieutenant-Governor of Canton . — 
Ke, Governor, and E Fooyuen of 
Canton, for the purpose of again 
enlightening the villagers with 
reference to the practice of their 
military exercises, in masses, or 
enrolled corps, for the purpose of 
their defence (against the Eng- 
lish). 

It is well known tliat it is the 
duty of the standing army to pro- 
tect the people ; but the protection 
given to the people by the army 
differs in degree from the self-pro- 
tection of the people: for the 
strength of the army is fixed, and 
the troops do not like the people 
to come altogether in crowds ; tbe 
regulars have allotted posts to 
guard; not like the people, who 
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rush to all parts of their neigh- 
bourhood ; in giving battle certain 
tiroes are fixed ; and not like the 
people who follow their own in- 
clinations in this matter ; for if one 
hamlet rises 100 villages follow ; 
and as the city is strong (a well 
fortified city is called a “ golden 
city the walls are of solid metal, 
and the ditch of water of a boiling 
fluid ! implying the ditch is too 
hot to be crossed), and one man 
stepping forth will unite myriads 
in the cause ; and then you possess 
the talent and power of opposing 
force to force, and warding off 
contemptuous treatment (by fo- 
reigners). 

Lately, when the city was at- 
tacked on the northern side, the lads 
of 100 villages united to attack the 
English barbarians, and killed up- 
wards of a hundred of them. They 
all performed a most righteous and 
patriotic act, and carried it through 
most efficaciously, to the deep 
delight of the hearts of men. 

We, the said superior officers, 
have already ordered magistrates 
of the Nanhae and Puanyu dis- 
tricts to repair in person to the said 
villages, and examine minutely 
into all the particulars. We have 
also ordered the three S ze officers 
and the salt commissioner to con- 
sult with the Kwang-chow-foo on 
the bestowment of rewards, com- 
mendations and compassion. 

However, although now dwell- 
ing in security, the past danger 
cannot be forgotten, and the end 
must be regarded as the beginning. 
We should recur to the stratagems 
of days long gone by, and not be 
slack in our hostile intentions ; all 
of ye should increase your strenu- 
ous efforts. Those who do not 
unite with the mass, or are not 
enrolled, let them come forward 
for the protection of the commu- 


nity, who will then be enabled to 
dwell in their old residences ; and 
he who can drive out the wicked, 
cruel, and ruthless murderers will 
induce joy, peace, and plenty. Let 
the braves who are versed in stra- 
tagems unite with one mind, and 
carry their plans to perfection. Do 
not ungratefully disappoint our 
sanguine hopes. Let all, without 
opposition, implicitly obey. A 
special proclamation. 5th moon, 
8th day (June 26). 

Accouchement op Her Majesty 
— Birth of a Prince. 

“ The London Gazette Extraordi- 
nary, Tuesday, November 9. 

Buckingham Palace, Nov, 9 . 

“This morning at twelve minutes 
before eleven o'clock, the Queen 
was happily delivered of a Prince, 
his Royal Highness Prince Albert, 
her Royal Highness the Duchess 
of Kent, several Lords of her 
Majesty's most honourable Privy 
Council, and the Ladies of her 
Majesty’s Bedchamber, being pre- 
sent. 

1 * This great and important news 
was immediately made known to 
the town by the firing of the Park 
and Tower guns ; and the Privy 
Council being assembled as soon as 
possible thereupon, at the Council 
Chamber, Whitehall, it was or- 
dered that a Form of Thanks- 
giving for the Queen's safe deli- 
very of a Prince be prepared by his 
Grace the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, to be used in all churches and 
chapels throughout England and 
Wales, and the town of Berwick- 
upon-Tweed, on Sunday, the 14th 
of November, or the Sunday after 
the respective ministers shall re- 
ceive the same. 

u Her Msyesty and the Infant 
Prince are, God be praiaed, both 
doing well/' 
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The London Gazette of the same 
evening contained an Order in 
Council for a Form of Prayer upon 
the happy occasion, and another 
directing Prayers to lie put upinthe 
Scottish Episcopal Churches, ac- 
cording to the Act of Union— and 
the following Bulletin : — 

"The Queen was safely deli- 
vered of a Prince this morning 
at forty-eight minutes past ten 
oclock. 

“ Her Majesty and the Infant 
Prince are perfectly well. 

"Jambs Clark, M.D. 

" Charles Locock, M.D. 

“ Robert Ferguson, M.D. 

" Richard Blagden. 

“ Buckingham Palace , Tuesday, Half- 

past 11 , a.m., Nov. 9, 1841 .” 

Her Majesty was taken unwell 
about seven o'clock in the morning, 
and instantly afterwards infor- 
mation was sent to the ^Home- 
office, and instructions given to 
summon the immediate attendance 
of the great Officers of State. 

There were present on the oc- 
casion, in her Majesty’s room, his 
Royal Highness Prince Albert, 
Dr. Locock, and Mrs. Lilly, the 
monthly nurse. In the adjoining 
apartments, besides the other me- 
dical attendants (Sir James Clark, 
Dr. Ferguson, and Mr. Blagden) 
were her Royal Highness the 
• Duchess of Kent, the Lady in 
waiting on the Queen, and the 
following Officers of State, and 
Lords of the Privy Council, viz., 
the Lord Steward, the Lord Cham- 
berlain, the Master of the Horse, 
the Duke of Wellington, the 
Bishop of London, Sir Robert Peel, 
the Duke of Buckingham, Earl of 
Aberdeen, Sir James Graham, the 
Lord Chancellor, and the Marquess 
of Exeter, Groom of the Stole to 
His Royal Highness Prince Albert. 


Immediately after birth the Royal 
Infant was carried by the nurse 
into the ad joining room, and shewn 
to the illustrious personages in 
waiting, and the customary decla- 
ration of birth issued in the usual 
form. 

Upon the announcement of her 
Majesty’s happy accouchement, 
the nobility and gentry crowd- 
ed to the Palace to tender their 
dutiful enquiries as to the Sove- 
reign's convalescence, the Lord 
Mayor, accompanied by the city 
authorities, proceeding in great 
state — no doubt the zeal of the 
loyal citizens being greatly en- 
livened by the singular fact of the 
birth of the Royal Infant taking 
place in the midst of the festivities 
attending the inauguration of their 
chief magistrate* The following 
bulletin was exhibited the next 
morning to the eager crowd:— 

“ Buckingham Palace , Nov. 10 , 1841 , 
Half-past 9 a.m. 

“ The Queen has had a good 
night, and is going on favourably. 

“ The Infant Prince is perfectly 
well. 

" James Clark, M.D. 

“ Charles Locock, M.D. 

u Robert Ferguson, M.D. 

“ Richard Blagden." 

The succeeding bulletins con- 
tained the continued convalescence 
of her Majesty, and the public 
were spared all anxiety as to the 
welfare of tbeir Sovereign and their 
infant Prince. 

The following is the Form of 
Prayer prepared by his Grace the 
Archbishop of Canterbury upon 
this event. 

“ O merciful Lord and heavenly 
Father, by whose gracious gift 
mankind is increased, we most 
humbly offer unto Thee our hearty 
thanks for Thy great goodness 
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vouchsafed to Thy people, in deli- 
vering Thy servant our Sovereign 
Lady the Queen from the perils of 
childbirth, and giving her the bless- 
ing of a son. Continue, we be- 
seech Thee, Thy fatherly care over 
her ; support and comfort her in 
the hours of weakness, and day by 
day renew her strength. Preserve 
the infant Prince from whatever 
is hurtful either to body or soul ; 
endue him, as he advances in years, 
with true wisdom ; and make him, 
in due time, a blessed instrument 
of Thy goodness to this Church 
and nation, and to the whole 
world. Regard with Thine espe- 
cial favour our Queen and her 
Royal Consort, that they may long 
live together in the enjoyment of 
all earthly happiness, and may 
finally be made partakers of ever- 
lasting glory. Implant in the 
hearts of Thy people a deep sense 
of Thy manifold mercies, and give 
us grace to show forth our thank- 
fulness by dutiful affection to our 
Sovereign, by brotherly love one 
towards another, and by constant 
obedience to Thy commandments ; 
so that, passing through this life 
in Thy faith and fear, we may in 
the life to come be received into 
Thy heavenly kingdom, through 
the merits and mediation of Thy 
Blessed Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.’' 

10. Dangerous Illness of 
the Queen Dowager. — While 
the public were in the height of 
joy at the happy delivery of her 
Majesty, great damp was thrown 
upon the general happiness by the 
intelligence, that the disease with 
which her Majesty the Queen 
Dowager had lung been afflicted, 
had encreaaed to sroegree that ren- 
dered it probable that her life 
would not long be spared. On the 
day succeeding the happy ao. 
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couchement of the Queen, the fol- 
lowing bulletin was exhibited at 
Marlborough House 

“ The Queen Dowager remains 
in a state of great feebleness, but 
her Majesty is suffering less from 
irritation and fever than during the 
last two days. 

“ Wm. F. Chambers, M.D. 

“ David Davies, M.D. 

Sudbury Hall , Nov . 10.” 

Private accounts did not tend to 
diminish the anxiety this announce- 
ment was calculated to produce— 
and it seemed too probable, that 
the illustrious sufferer must ulti- 
mately yield to the painful and 
exhausting nature of the disease — 
a tuberculous affection of the bron- 
chial tubes. The succeeding bul- 
letins announced a gradual decline 
of the strength of the royal pati- 
ent ; but fortunately, her Majesty’s 
happy mildness of character and 
patient resignation enabled her to 
outstand the first effects of weak- 
ness, and the subsequent accounts 
from Sudbury Hall, at which her 
Majesty had taken up her red- 
dence, reported a gradual diminu- 
tion of the disease and a slow 
return of strength, which resulted 
in a partial restoration. Her Ma- 
jesty's benevolent and amiable 
disposition had greatly endeared 
her to all classes, and her recovery 
was hailed with great satisfaction. 

13. Another Maniac Visitor 
to Buckingham Palace.— -Be- 
tween 11 and 12 o'clock at night, 
a man went to the Equerries’ en- 
trance of Buckingham Palace, and 
rang the bell violently. His noisy 
and extraordinary behaviour had 
brought a mob about him before he 
arrived there. Police-constable 
Dowsey, 43 A, who was going on 
duty for the night at the Palace, 
seeing the crowd, went up to learn 
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what the matter was, and found 
the man alluded to, who carried a 
writing-desk under his arm, and 
said he wanted to see the Queen. 
He was asked, why ? and he said 
that he had a box full of diamonds 
for her. He also said, that he was 
the Prince of Wales. The con- 
stable saw that he was deranged, 
and took him to the station-house 
in GardinerVlane. It being evi- 
dent that the man, whose name 
was Charles Mann, and who had 
been a gentleman’s butler, was of 
unsound mind, an order was made 
for his admission into a Lunatic 
Asylum. 

14. Dreadful Fire and Loss of 
Life. — Shortly before two o’clock 
in the morning, a calamitous con- 
flagration took place on the prem- 
ises of Messrs. Kindon and Bathe, 
floorcloth and fancy table cover 
manufacturers, at the comer of 
Wellington-street, Blackfriars-road. 
The premises in question consisted 
of a five-story brick-built build- 
ing, with a stuccoed front of about 
fifty feet in depth, situate at the 
south-western corner of Welling- 
ton-street. From the height of 
the building above any others in 
the immediate neighbourhood, the 
flames were seen by the watchmen 
on duty on Bkckfnars and South- 
wark bridges before the police near 
the spot or the inhabitants in the 
vicinity were aware of it. Not- 
withstanding the most strenuous 
exertions of the firemen the whole 
of these extensive premises were de- 
stroyed, At about twen ty minutes 
before eight o’clock two of the brig- 
ade men, one named William Webb, 
aged twenty-five, attached to the 
Morgan’s-lane station,and the other 
named Joseph Parke, aged twenty- 
seven, belonging to the Welldose- 
square station, made their way into 
the ruins through one of the win* 


dowsin Wellington-street,with the 
branches of two engines, and com- 
menced playing on those portions of 
the walls where the fire was still 
raging. They had not done so more 
than a few minutes when the lofty 
walls on the west side, together 
with the gable end of the south 
wall, fell inward with a tremend- 
ous crash, immolating the two un- 
fortunate men beneath them, and 
no doubt instantly launching them 
into eternity. 

— Frightful Murders in 
Burnley, and Suicidb of the 
Murderer, — The manufacturing 
town of Burnley, in Lancashire, 
became the scene of a double mur- 
der, followed by the self-destruction 
of the assassin, Robert Morris, a 
private in the Regiment of the 
60th Rifles, quartered in that place. 
Morris, who was a Scotchman, also 
officiated as mess- waiter, and was 
servant to Lieutenant O’Grady. 
He had formed an intimacy with a 
girl named Isabella Hadden, daugh- 
ter of John Hadden, the mess- 
master of the barracks, and jealousy 
of this young woman led to the 
fatal result. On Sunday evening 
Morris observed Isabella Hadden 
going with Lieutenant O’Grady in 
the direction of the latter’s bed- 
room. Providing himself with a 
carving knife from the kitchen, he 
proceeded to the bed-chamber, at 
the door of which he met his mas- 
ter an^the girl He stabbed them 
both with his destructive weapon, 
inflicting two wounds in the neck 
and one in the abdomen of the girl, 
and some dangerous abdominal 
wounds upon, his officer. The 
wretched man then turned his 
weapon against himself, stabbing 
himself repeatetty in the abdomen, 
and in other parts of the body. 
Immediately afterwards he was 
discovered in the passage, unable 
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to speak, and he only lived three 
minutes after he had been removed 
to his pantry. Lieutenant O’Grady 
upon being wounded, rushed into 
the mess-room, and exclaimed that 
Morris had murdered him. He 
was conveyed to bed, and medical 
attendance procured, but the un- 
fortunate officer lived only until 
noon of the following day. Isa- 
bella Hadden was removed to the 
lodgings of her parents, and died 
in great agony at one o’clock of the 
same day. 

15 . Explosion of a Firework 
Manufactory. — Loss of Life. — 
Shortly before ten o'clock in the 
morning a serious calamity took 
place in the Curtain-road, Shore- 
ditch, by the explosion of a large 
quantity of fireworks and other 
combustible materials, at the fire- 
work manufactory of Mr. Price, 
situate in Charles-street, which not 
only resulted in the destruction of 
the building, but in the loss of one 
life, and the dreadful injury of 
three other persons. The manu- 
factory consisted of a small dwell- 
ing-house, two floors high, on the 
north side of Charles-street, the 
basement portion of which was 
used as workshops for the manu- 
facture of fireworks, and the upper 
portion was occupied by Mr. Price 
and his family as their dwelling. 
It appears that at nine o’clock Mr. 
Price, a man named William Shaw, 
and two youths, named John Hutt, 
aged fourteen, and John Marshall, 
about fifteen years of age, were in 
the workshops, all of them busily 
employed in "finishing" a quantity 
of small fireworks. About a quarter 
before ten the inhabitants were 
much alarmed by hearing a loud 
explosion proceed from the premi- 
ses, accompanied by loud screams 
and groans. Next instant a much 
louder explosion of combustible 


materials succeeded, and the 
windows and street-door were 
blown into the street, and com- 
pletely shattered. At the same 
moment two men and a boy, dread- 
fully disfigured, rushed from the 
passage of the house into the street, 
the whole of them with their 
clothes on fire and burning fierce- 
ly above their heads. These persons 
proved to be Mr. Price, his man, 
William Shaw, twenty-seven years 
of age, and the boy Hutt. Al- 
most simultaneously two females 
threw themselves out of the first 
floor window, and falling on the 
stone paving, were very seriously 
injured : they were Mrs. Price and 
her sister-in-law, the former being 
in an advanced state of pregnancy, 
and within a day or two of her 
confinement. Their clothes were 
also on fire, and were with some 
difficulty extinguished, as were 
also those of the three male per- 
sons. Mrs. Price was picked up 
in a state of insensibility, and con- 
veyed to a neighbouring house, and 
the fright and injuries she sustained 
are stated to have occasioned pre- 
mature labour. The boy Marshall 
not having made his appearance, 
and his screams attracting atten- 
tion, some humane persons who 
had assembled, notwithstanding 
another explosion was anticipated, 
rushed into the premises and 
dragged him out of the flames, 
with which he appeared to be 
struggling, and his shrieks were 
truly heart rending. He present- 
ed an appalling spectacle. Con- 
veyances being procured. Price, 
Shaw, and Hutt, were conveyed 
to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, and 
the poor lad, Marshall, to the Lon- 
don Hospital, where he shortly 
after expired. 

15 . Execution of Blakeslbt 
thb Murderer.— 'This morning 
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this wretched culprit paid the pe- 
nalty of his crimes on the scaffold 
at the Old Bailey. The miserable 
man had endeavoured to excite the 
sympathy of the public, now sen- 
sitively averse to capital punish- 
ments when the slightest pretence 
could be made, by shamming in- 
sanity ; but from the moment he 
became convinced that his fate 
was inevitable he conducted him- 
self with the propriety becoming 
his awful situation. The wife of 
Blakesley, who was stabbed at the 
same time with Burdon, died a few 
days after his execution, partly 
from the wound inflicted on her, 
partly from mental distress. An 
inquest was held on her body, and 
the jury returned a verdict of 
“Wilful murder against Robert 
Blakesley probably the first ver- 
dict of the kind returned against 
a man already executed. 

15. Mansion-House.-— A case 
of considerable importance, as re- 
gards the lawB relating to masters 
and apprentices, came on for de- 
cision before the Lord Mayor. 

Mr. Pritchard, an extensive cigar 
manufacturer at Clerkenwell, ap- 
peared before his Lordship on the 
hearing of a complaint against his 
apprentice, James Moore, for mis- 
conduct, the hearing having been 
adjourned on Saturday, in order 
that the city solicitor's opinion 
might be taken upon an objection 
raised to the jurisdiction of the 
magistrate, because it appeared by 
the indentures that no premium 
had been paid, and it was contend- 
ed for the apprentice, that inas- 
much as the words of the act giving 
the justices jurisdiction related to 
“ pauper apprentices and others, 
upon whose binding out no larger 
sum than 5/. was paid," it roust be 
made to appear that some sum had 
been paid by way of premium. It 


had been decided, it was said, at 
some of the police-offices, that a 
farthing would be sufficient for the 
purpose, but without the payment 
of a premium was recited in the 
indenture the magistrate would be 
ousted of jurisdiction under the 
statute. 

The city solicitor being detain- 
ed at Guildhall upon pressing busi- 
ness, the following opinion was 
read : — 

“ My dear Sir, — I have, as you 
say, heard that it has been some- 
where decided by somebody that 
the provisions of 4th George 4th, 
cap. 29, do not apply in cases where 
no premium has been paid. If that 
is so it must have been equally the 
law under the provisions of 29th 
George 2nd, cap. 19. The words 
are precisely the same in both, ex- 
cept that the act of George 4th 
extends the jurisdiction of the 
justices from 5/. to 2 5L 

“ I can find no case in which 
the doctrine now contended for has 
been laid down. The former act 
was in force seventyyears,and many 
hundreds, perhaps thousands of 
cases similar to the present, must 
have been decided under it. If the 
limited construction thus attempted 
to be fastened upon these clauses 
were the true one, it seems im- 
possible to believe, that it would not 
have found its way into the courts 
of law long before the passing of 
the last act ; and in that case there 
can be but little doubt that Par- 
liament would have chosen other 
words to express what was un- 
doubtedly its meaning, if the words 
actually employed do not justify 
the interpretation they have always 
received. Jn passing an act to give 
cheap and summary redress between 
masters and pauper apprentices, or 
when the small amount of the pre- 
mium indicates that the parties are 
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not in a situation to encounter the 
expensive and dilatory process of 
an action at law, it never can have 
been the intention of the Legisla- 
ture to exclude from the benefit of 
such an useful law a class of per- 
sons too poor to pay any premium 
at all. • 

do not think the woTds 
doubtful, but if the act is, assum- 
ing it to have been the intention 
of Parliament to bring such cases 
within the provisions of the stat- 
ute, I think the Lord Mayor can- 
not do wrong in following the ex- 
ample of Lord Tenterden, who, 
under similar circumstances, said, 
4 If the words used in their ordi- 
nary import are a little two narrow, 
we ought, in the furtherance of 
the intention of the legislature, to 
extend them to meet a particular 
case/— (See 8 Barn, and Cres., 
p. 384.) 

“ I am, my dear Sir, yours, &c. 

“ Charles Pearson, 

° City Solicitor , Quitdhall. 

4< Francis Hotter , Btq., Man*ion*houte. 

The evidence in proof of the 
misconduct was then read over. 

The Lord Mayor. — I allowed the 
defendant to be without restraint 
on Saturday, in the hope that he 
would go to his business without 
delay or hesitation. How has he 
acted since? 

Mr. Pritchard declared that the 
defendant conducted himself still 
worse immediately after the indul- 
gence was extended to him. He not 
only defied him (Mr. Pritchard), 
but he told the other apprentices 
that no authority could be exer- 
cised against them if they took it 
into their heads to do as they 
pleased. 

The Lord Mayor.— Very well ; 
we shall see whether thereisnot law 
enough to conquer him in this 


case. I convict the apprentice, ■ 
and sentence him to hard labour in 1 
the House of Correction for one 
month. G 

Defendant.— Oh, Lord! what 
for. 2 

The Lord Mayor.— For flying * 
in the face of your indentures. I { 

see how it is ; you have acquired K 

such a knowledge of the business l; 
as to be able to earn a good dealof \ 
money, and now, instead of serving u 

your master, you abandon him. It Q 
is in my power to sentence you to i 

imprisonment and hard labour for 
three calendar months. ( 

The defendant was then sent to ^ 
the treadmill for a month. ] 

The sentence had a wonderful 1 

effect upon several lads who were i 

said to be apprentices, and who cut 
off to their day s work the moment 
they heard the decision of the chief 
magistrate. 

29. The Weather which for \ 
some time had been wet and bolster- | 
ous, became at length perfectly tem- 
pestuous, and did much damage on 
the night of Monday the 29th, and 
the morning of Tuesday the 30th. 

Many trees in Kensington Gardens 
at Chiswick House, and Sion , 
House, were levelled to the ground, 
and the parks and gardens in and ^ 
around the metropolis were strewn 
with branches ; in various parts of 
London, especially in the more 
humble districts, the roofs of many 
houses were carried off, stacks of j 
chimneys blown down, and shop- 1 
fronts blown in. The effects of / 
the gale in the river were very t 
disastrous, upwards of 100 barges 
having been sunk, and infinite 
damage done to the masts and rig- 
ging of the shipping. The gale was 
accompanied by floods, and much 
injury was done to the low lands. 

The accounts from the coast were 
very disastrous* the coasting craft 
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being driven ashore in unprece- 
dented numbers. 

27. Death of Sir Francis 
Chantrby.— Coroner's Inquest. 
—The Coroner for Westminster, 
and a highly respectable jury, as- 
sembled at the residence of Sir 
Francis Chantrey (of whom a short 
biography will be found in the 
Obituary of this volume). No. 30, 
Lower Belgrave- place, Pimlico, for 
the purpose of investigating the 
circumstances attendant on the 
death of this celebrated sculptor. 

The following witnesses were 
examined 

Dr. Bright, of 11, Saville-row, 
physician, stated, that the deceased 
had been a patient of his for seve- 
ral months past. He was labour- 
ing under severe indigestion, with 
a tendency of blood to the head* 
The last time witness saw him was 
two or three days before he left 
town for Holkham, which was 
about three weeks since. At that 
time he was in his usual state of 
health, which witness always con- 
sidered to be very precarious ; but 
as there were no urgent symptoms 
he did not object to his journey. 
On Thursday evening witness was 
called on to attend deceased at his 
residence without delay. On his 
arrival, he found him dead, and, 
in witness’s opinion, he had been 
ao probably fifty minutes. Wit- 
ness considered that he had died 
from a spasm of the heart, con- 
sequent on a complaint of the 
stomach. 

Mr. J. Perry, of 4, Eaton- 
square, surgeon, was also called 
in previous to the last witness 
bring sent for. He said that on 
entering the drawing-room he dis- 
covered the deceased sitting on a 
sofa, with a tin bottle of hot water, 
which he pressed on his stomach. 
He told witness that he bad had a 


long abstinence from food that day, 
having had nothing to eat since 
breakfast. He also mentioned that 
he had walked out with a friend 
(Mr. Jones), and had endeavoured 
to reach Buckingham -palace, but 
failed in the attempt, from an 
agonizing pain in the stomach. 
Having prescribed for him, wit- 
ness left the house. At a quarter 
to nine he was again called in, 
when he found the deceased appa- 
rently lifeless on a couch. Wit- 
ness endeavoured to bleed him, but 
in vain, and also recommended that 
mustard poultices should be ap- 
plied to his stomach and feet, but 
they were of no avail, for he was 
dead. The deceased was about 
sixty years of age. 

James Hatton Barker, the but- 
ler, stated that when his master 
left the house with Mr. Jones he 
appeared to be quite well. He 
returned in about twenty minutes, 
and while witness was taking off 
his cloak he complained of being 
very unwell, and soon after medi- 
cal advice was sent for. 

Verdict — That the deceased died 
from a spasm of the heart. 


DECEMBER. 

3. Shocking Death of the 
Hon. Lucy Fortescue. — At an 
inquest on the body, held at the 
City of Hereford Inn, Brighton, 
on Saturday, before Mr. J. F. Gel!, 
coroner, and a respectable jury, 
Sarah Cooper deposed:-— 1 was 
maid to the deceased, who resided 
in Charlotte-street, Brighton. She 
was a single lady, and was in her 
seventy-eighth year. On Thursday 
morning, the 23rd of November, 
between nine and ten o’clock, I had 
dressed her in all hut her upper 
garments, and then left her, and 
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retired into an adjoining room, as 
was my custom, until she washed. 
In about half an hour I heard a 
noise as of the stamping of feet. 
I opened the door immediately, 
and found the deceased in the 
middle of the room enveloped in 
flames. I went up to her and 
got a carpet and put it over her, 
and then rang the bell . I screamed 
loudly. The two female servants 
and the nurse came up immedi- 
ately. The servants threw water 
upon her and extinguished the 
flames, after which we put her to 
bed. There was a fire in the 
room, hut there was no guard on 
it. The flames appeared to me to 
have caught the lower part of her 
clothes. — Mr. P. Phillpots, sur- 
geon, Devonshire-place, Brighton, 
deposed, — I was called upon to 
attend the deceased on the morn- 
ing of Tuesday, the 23rd ult, in 
consequence of her having been 
burnt. Being out, my assistant 
went before me. On my arrival 
I found him dressing wounds of 
considerable magnitude on the left 
arm of the deceased. Her chin, 
throat, and left thigh were also 
very much burnt. 1 continued to 
attend her up to her death. She 
died of fever, the consequence of 
injuries to the skin from burning. 
She was unable to give any ac- 
count as to how it happened. 
The jury immediately returned a 
verdict of “ Accidental death.” 
The deceased was sister to the late 
and aunt to the present Lord 
Fortescue. 

4. The Overland Mail.-— The 
following Telegraphic Despatch 
summed up the Eastern news as 
follows w The Indian Mail ar- 
rived at Malta on the 28th ultimo, 
and at Marseilles on the 1st in- 
stant. It brings no news from 
China. It appears that the Bur- 
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mese had caused some uneasiness 
to the Government, but that am- 
ple repressive measures were taken 
at Calcutta.” — This intelligence 
was not calculated to produce any 
effect in the mercantile world. 

6. The Tower. — The Tower 
was, for the first time since the 
fire, opened to the public, by the 
purchase of a ticket, price sixpence, 
at the Armoury Ticket-office, at 
the western or principal entrance. 
Various specimens saved from the 
ruins, showing the effects of the 
fire on the different metals, and 
other substances destroyed by it, 
were exposed for sale to the visitors 
at certain fixed prices. For several 
weeks a constant succession of 
visitors flocked to the scene of 
destruction, and a very consider- 
able sum was realised by the sale 
of the relics, such as calcined gun- 
flints, fused percussion-caps, gun- 
locks, &c. 

Conjugal Fidelity. — Extra- 
ordinary Escape of a Spanish 
Officer. — Don Eulogio Barbero 
Quintero, an officer actively en- 
gaged in the recent insurrection, 
about twenty-five years of age, 
had attempted to escape into France 
upon the failure of the conspiracy, 
but was intercepted and confined 
in the citadel of St. Sebastian. 
Quintero had been married about 
a year previously to a young lady 
named Juana de Areitio, a native 
of Eybar, in the province of Gui- 
puscoa, who had not yet com- 
pleted her twenty-first year. She 
was one of those heroic young 
women who, in 1834, when her 
native town was attacked by Ga- 
bala, in the commencement of the 
civil war, assisted the Cbristino 
troops so materially in its defence. 
When the tidings of her husband’s 
danger reached her she at once 
formed the determination of saving 
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or of perishing with him. Tlie 
cell in which Quintero was con* 
fined was small and narrow. The 
door was always left open, and a 
sentinel was placed at the entrance 
in order to keep the prisoner con- 
stantly in sight ; another was sta- 
tioned at the outer gate, and a 
third kept guard at the street- 
door. To reach his dungeon it was 
necessary to pass these three doors, 
one of which was formed of iron 
bars. The prisoner had been for- 
bidden to hold communication with 
any person whatever ; and his 
wife’s application to see and visit 
him had been sternly refused. The 
poor young woman went to the 
prison-door several times every day 
with her baby in her arms, and as 
often returned after vain suppli- 
cations for admittance, with a 
heart breaking in anguish. The 
only person allowed to enter the 
cell where the prisoner was con- 
fined was a young girl, who 
brought him his meals, and only 
twenty minutes were allowed for 
dinner and supper. The former 
meal was taken at mid-day, and 
the latter in the evening. At 
seven o’clock in the evening of 
the 21st of November, a young 
female came to the outer door of 
the prison, with a basket under 
her arm, which was partially con- 
cealed under a large coarse shawl 
flung across her shoulders ; a red 
handkerchief was bound about her 
head, in the fashion of the Alavese 
peasant girls, and her costume was, 
otherwise, that of the criadas, or 
servant-girls of Vittoria. She de- 
manded permission, in the usual 
manner, to enter with the prison- 
er’s supper. The sentinel at the 
gate referred her to the sexjeant of 
the guard. Fortunately the com- 
pany which had previously been 
on duty, was changed that same 
Vol. LX XXI II. 


day, and the general orders for 
their guidance referred only to the 
admission, twice a day, of the 
bearer of the prisoner’s meals, but 
did not give any specific descrip- 
tion of the personal appearance of 
the bearer. After undergoing the 
coarse jests and brutal allusions of 
the soldiers of the guard on her 
selection of so advanced an hour, 
when night had already com- 
menced, to visit the prisoner, she 
was allowed to enter, and was suc- 
cessfully passed from one sentinel 
to another until she reached the 
cell of the captive. By some awk- 
wardness, or more probably by 
design, she threw down the small 
iron lamp, which was suspended 
from the door-frame, and by means 
of which the soldier stationed at 
the entrance, which was always 
left open, might have a partial 
view of his charge. The moment 
they were left in darkness, and 
whilst the sentinel proceeded to 
the second gate to light the lamp, 
she addressed the young man, — 
u My beloved Eulogio, lose not a 
moment, throw off your coat, put 
on my clothes, whilst I bind this 
handkerchief about your head ; 
take this basket, in which my poor 
baby is asleep, and fly, fly, for the 
love of God ! You will give the 
child to an old woman whom you 
will find waiting at the Bilboa 
gate. Provided that you and my 
child are out of all danger, I am 
ready to suffer death in your place. 
Speak not a word ; every moment 
is precious. You only lose time 
by attempting to resist, or refuse, 
for I have come here with a de- 
termination, which neither you 
nor any one else can change. 
Farewell! if I escape unharmed, 
(and I do not think the Regent 
will shoot me for my. love for my 
husband), we will meet again ; if 
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not, Eulogio, think of me when I 
shall be in the grave, and love our 
child — the poor baby is not more 
than six weeks old. Hush ! — 
speak not ; the sentinel is here 
with the lamp.” Quintero made 
an effort to change her resolution, 
but she would listen to no argu- 
ment. He did as she requested, 
and in the course of a few minutes 
he had put on her gown, shawl, 
and handkerchief, and she wrapped 
herself up in his cloak. In order 
to prevent any suspicion on the 
part of the soldiers at the gate, 
they remained together the usual 
time allowed for the repast, and 
Eulogio then took up the basket, 
covered it with his shawl, and 
passed the first sentinel. As he 
was proceeding towards the outer 
gate the child awoke, and, to pre- 
vent its cries from being noticed, 
the father began to sing, in a 
loud voice, an old Basque ballad. 
Providence, however, decreed that 
the interruption should not be 
noticed, and he at length succeeded 
in reaching the street, and after 
wandering some days in the moun- 
tains, and enduring dreadful hard- 
ships, happily succeeded in reaching 
the French frontier. It is under- 
stood that the courage'and fidelity 
of the young wife could not avert 
the wrath of the Regent, and that 
she was tried and condemned to 
perpetual imprisonment. 

Copt of the Patent creating 
the Duke of Cornwall Prince 
of Wales. — “ Victoria, by the 
grace of God, of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

<< To all Archbishops, Dukes, 
Marquesses, Earls, Viscounts, Bi- 
shops, Barons, Baronets, Knights, 
Justices, Provosts, Ministers, and 
all other our faithful subjects, 
greeting,— 


“ Know ye, that we have made 
and created, and by these our let. 
ters patent do make and create, 
our most dear Son, the Prince of 
the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland (Duke of 
Saxony, Duke of Cornwall and 
Rothsay, Earl of Carrick, Baron 
of Renfrew, Lord of 1 he Ides, and 
Great Steward of Scotland), Prince 
of Wales and Earl of Chester; 
and to the same, our most dear 
Son, the Prince of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, have given and granted, 
and by this our present Charter 
do give, grant, and confirm, the 
name, style, title, dignity, and 
honour of the same Principality 
and Earldom, and him, our said 
most dear Son, the Prince of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, as has been accus- 
tomed, we do ennoble and invest 
with the said Principality and 
Earldom, by girting him with a 
sword, by putting a coronet on 
his head, and a gold ring on his 
finger, and also by delivering a 
gold rod into his hand, that he 
may preside there, and may direct 
and defend those parts. To hold 
to him and his heirs Kings of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland for ever, wherefore 
we will and strictly command for 
us, our heirs, and successors* that 
our said most dear Son, the Prince 
of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland may have the 
name, style, title, state, dignity, 
and honour of the Principality of 
Wales and Earldom of Chester 
aforesaid, unto him and his heirs, 
Kings of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, as is 
abovementioned. 

“ In witness whereof, we have 
caused these our letters to be made 
patent* Witness ourself at West; 
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k minster this 8th day of December, 

* 1841. 

* “ By the QUEEN herself, 

" Edmunds/' 

i , — - - 

!' 10* Melancholy Death of 

1 Phiup Courtenay, Esq. — An 

inquest was held at the Adelphi 
Hotel, Liverpool, on the body of 

* Mr. Philip Courtenay, Queen's 

# Counsel, and late Member of Par- 

- liament for Bridgewater, whose 

.* death occurred under the melan- 
in cboly circumstances detailed in the 

? following evidence. The deceased 

ft was in his 56th or 57th year. 

Sarah Harris said,— I am chain - 
bermaid at the Adelphi Hotel. 
4 The deceased came to the hotel 
about seven o'clock in the morn- 
si'' ing of Thursday. He had no 
■ £ ^ggage except a small carpet bag. 

• I About the middle of the day he 
i't save me some linen to get washed 

for him, and said he wanted it to 

ii be ready by the next day. He 
then went out, and 1 did not see 

5 j|! him again that day. Yesterday 
^ (Friday )morning, about ten o'clock, 

# 1 went to his bedroom to see if it 
wag arranged. On opening the 

ji* I saw the deceased in bed, 

$i’ apparently asleep. I then imme- 
diately left the room. In about 
two hours after, I returned again, 
/ tod found the deceased still in 
ft bed. 1 went and spoke to him, 
Jjt hut received no reply. He ap- 
peered to be still asleep. I left 
p 1 him, and returned to my business. 

As the deceased never got up 
$ during the day, I went again to 
rouse him about five o’clock in the 
jP evening. I shook him, but re- 
y eeived no answer. 1 then became 
i alarmed, and drew the clothes, 
and found him lying on his right 
t jl side, with his face towards the 
l wait I spoke to him again, but 
| Hill receiving m reply, I looked 


at him, and he appeared to be 
sound asleep, and in a state of 
cold perspiration. I thought he 
was in a fit, and immediately 
called the book-keeper of the es- 
tablishment, who came and sent 
for a surgeon directly. The de- 
ceased appeared to be insensible. 
Two surgeons attended, who bled 
him in the arms. Mustard plasters 
were applied to his feet, but he 
did not appear to recover. They 
then applied the stomach-pump, 
and succeeded in bringing up a 
quantity of matter. The galvanic 
battery was also applied, but he 
never rallied, and died about 
twenty minutes before eleven 
o’clock the same night. I found 
two bottles in the room, which I 
gave to Mr. Stokes, the surgeon. 
I never observed anything in the 
manner of the deceased to lead me 
to think that he was at all de- 
ranged in his mind. 

Mr. Alexander Stokes examined. 

I am a surgeon, and was called 
to see the deceased about five 
o’clock yesterday (Friday) evening, 
I found him in a state of stupor, 
which might be at first taken for 
apoplexy. The pupils of the eyes 
were very much contracted. I 
treated the case as one of apoplexy, 
until, from the peculiarly con* 
tracted state of the pupils and 
other circumstances, I was led to 
suppose that it was the effect of 
some narcotic poison. I directed 
the chambermaid to search the 
room, to see if any bottle could be 
found, and shortly after she gave 
me the two small bottles now pro- 
duced. One was labelled, “ So- 
lution of acetate of morphia," and 
“ Poison." The other was labelled 
“ Solution of muriate of morphia." 
Both are poisons. I am decidedly 
of opinion that the deceased has 
died from the effects of a nascetk 
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poison, but I can only give this as was nineteen years of age. I do 
an opinion. I was informed that not know anything of the accident 
the deceased in walking dragged except from hearsay, but I was 
one leg after the other, from which present about seven o’clock on 
I should suppose that he had had Thursday night, when the deceased 
an attack of paralysis. The effect said, he being then perfectly in his 
of taking the contents of the senses, “ My dear Read, don't 
bottles would be to produce an make yourself unhappy or distress 
appearance of intoxication. yourself ; you have been the inno- 

William Rawle examined, — I cent cause of the accident.” 
am a chymist, and my shop is William Peake.— I am in the 
in Church-street. About seven employ of Mrs. Stevens, of Wellea- 

o' clock on Thursday evening a ley-house, situate in the rear of , 

gentleman came to my establish- the Royal Cadet Barracks on | 

roent and asked for two ounces of Woolwich-common. I was at 
solution of morphia, which I pre- work in the garden, and saw the 
pared for him. He inquired the deceased and Mr. Read attempting 
strength of it, which I told him, to get over a newly-made bask ! 
and he informed me that he was into a plantation. The deceased 
in the habit of taking it. He got up first, and it appeared to me 
appeared perfectly himself. I have that Mr. Read put up both the 
since seen the body of the de- v guns towards the deceased to be 
ceased, but cannot swear that he pulled up by him ; the mussles 
was the gentleman who got the were towards the deceased; Mr. j 
solution, although I think there is Read slipped back, and a gun went 
little doubt of it. A person taking off. Deceased immediately crossed 
a poison of the kind would, in his arms, screamed, and fell into 
most cases, appear to labour under the ditch. I ran to assist him on 
intoxication. the bank, but he desired me to let 

The jury, without a moment's him alone. I got a fly, and went 

hesitation, returned a verdict to for medical assistance, and the de- i 
the effect, that the deceased, in- ceased was taken to Wellesley- ( 
tending to take a certain quantity house. 

of the medicine, took an overdose, Mr. John Read, a young gen- 
which caused his death. tleman of private property, living 

— Coroner's Inquest.— An on Woolwich-common, said, —I 
inquest was held before Mr. Carttar, called at the Rectory-house, Wool- 
and a most respectable jury, at the wich, about half-past eight o'clock 
Red Lion, Shooter's hill, on the on Thursday morning, and I and 
body of Mr. Robert John Green- the deceased went out shooting J 
law, (son of the Rev. J. Greenlaw, together. The guns we had, had J 
the respected Rector of Woolwich), percussion caps and double barrels. ) 

a fine young man, aged nineteen. Upon arriving at the corner of the 

who had only a few days before plantation at the rear of the j 

returned from Cambridge, who was Cadets’ Barracks, we had a bank 

accidentally shot near Woolwich- to get over. I first attempted it, 

common, on Thursday last. but in consequence of its slippery 

The Rev. R. B. Greenlaw said, state failed. The deceased then 

—I identify the body of the de- ascended it, and placed his gun by 
ceased as that of ray nephew. He the side of a tree, and afterwards 
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laid hold of my gun to assist me. 
The muzzle was towards him, and 
1 had hold of the small part of 
the stock, when it exploded. The 
hammers were down, and could 
not have caught the bank. The 
gun was hired, but in good con- 
dition. I cannot account for the 
explosion. 

The jury returned a verdict of 
“ Accidental death." 

— Fearful Catastrophe at 
Dundee. — About half-past nine 
o’clock at night, the citizens of 
Dundee were thrown into a state 
of violent alarm, by the explosion 
of the gasometer connected with 
the Gas-works, which are situate 
at the east end of the town, near 
the terminus of the Dundee and 
Arbroath Railway. How the ig- 
nition took place could not be 
ascertained; but the effects were 
truly disastrous and appalling. 
The shock was felt not only at 
Newport, on the opposite side of 
the river Tay, but at Ceres, in the 
vicinity of Cupar, which is fully 
fourteen miles distant from the 
scene. The gas works presented 
a mass of ruins, while the bone- 
mill of Mr. James Anderson, in 
the immediate vicinity, was mate- 
rially damaged, as well as a neigh- 
bouring church in Wallace Feus. 
Several houses were also much in- 
jured; and for the windows, they 
were shattered to atoms by the 
shock. Two young men engaged 
in the gas works, named Bruce and 
Bennet, were killed. Shortly after 
this fearful explosion, but totally 
unconnected with it, a detached 
house, of the spinning mill of 
Messrs. Wyllie and Johnson, took 
fire ; but by the exertions of the 
fireman and police, the flames were 
got under without communicating 
to the rest of the premises. 

20. Fire at Manchester.— 


A most destructive fire broke out 
in Manchester, the flames spread** 
ing with such rapidity that within 
a few hours after the fire was dis- 
covered, damage estimated at more 
than 30,0002. was done. The 
building destroyed was a ware- 
house occupied by Messrs. Patchett 
and Jones, who had for some years 
carried on business under the style 
of "The Union Carrying Com- 
pany." Messrs. Patchett and 
Jones were canal carriers, and the 
warehouse, which was originally 
built by them, but bad been re- 
cently sold to Lord Francis Eger- 
ton for 11,000/., was erected, for 
the convenience of their business, 
over the Rochdale Canal. The 
goods in the warehouse, which 
were of immense quantity, and 
supposed to exceed 20,000/. in 
value, were of an extremely com- 
bustible nature, consisting princi- 
pally of cotton, corn, and grocer- 
ies, and the flames having, it is 
supposed, got well hold of the cot- 
ton, which was in the lower part 
of the building, when the fire was 
first discovered, spread with a 
rapidity almost unprecedented. 
The whole building was wrapped 
in flames by the time the engines 
got into play ; and under these 
circumstances the exertions of the 
firemen were directed to saving 
the surrounding property. In a 
few hours from the first discovery 
of the fire the whole of this large 
pile of warehousing was a heap of 
ruins. A day or two afterwards, 
when the fire was quite extinct, a 
large portion of the walls fell and 
buried many workmen under the 
ruins ; seven were killed. 

21. Money left in Railway 
Carriages. — In the course of last 
week two instances occurred in 
which the sums of 7,000/. and 
6,000/. were left behind in the 
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Brighton Railway train by pas- 
sengers. 

23. Thb Site of the Royal 
Exchange. — At the meeting of 
the Society of Antiquaries, held 
this evening, a paper of consider- 
able interest was read by Mr. C. 
li. Smith, on the recent discovery 
of Roman antiquities in London, 
particularly with reference to the 
new foundation for the Royal Ex- 
change. The completion of the 
foundation was much retarded by 
the excavators finding an extensive 
gravel- pit, which it required many 
loads of concrete to fill, on the 
part opposite the entrance of the 
Bank of England. It afterwards 
appears to have been employed to 
receive the rubbish and refuse from 
the shops and houses of the city, 
and amongst the debris removed 
were large quantities of bones, and 
other remains of animal and vege- 
table matter, with abundance of 
articles of domestic life, as shoes 
and sandals, knives and cutting 
instruments, on some of which 
were engraved the names of the 
makers, and some weaving instru- 
ments, in which part of the wool 
remained entwined, and which 
seemed to show the antiquity of 
this branch of staple manufacture. 
There were also found coins of 
Vespasian, Domitian, and Severus, 
but in the rubbish at top were 
coins of much later dates, showing 
this part of the city to be of com- 
paratively recent formation. 

— Extraordinary Voyage.— 
This evening the schooner Whim , , 
Captain Kerridge, belonging to 
Harwich, arrived in the West 
India Import Dock from St. Do- 
mingo, with a cargo, after a pas- 
9 ige of sixty- four days. The crew 
of the Wkm, on leaving St. Do- 
mingo, consisted of five persons — 
via,, the captain, mate, two mm 


and a boy. Four days after sail- 
ing, the mate caught a severe cold 
during a succession of tremendous 
gales, and on the twelfth day ex- 
pired. A few days after the death 
of the mate, one of the seamen, 
named Michael Shey, a native of 
Kinsale, Ireland, was attacked with 
a lingering disease, and being con- 
fined to his hammock in the fore- 
castle, he was unable to perform 
any kind of duty. In this state 
he has arrived with the vessel in 
the West- India Import Dock. 
About the time of the mate’s 
death the apprentice also got dis- 
abled, in consequence of a severe ul- 
cerated leg, which made him unable 
to stand. There was now only left 
the captain and one seaman, named 
John Lilly, to bring the schooner 
to England, a distance of nearly 
4,000 miles (without a chronome- 
ter!) This they deemed a task 
almost impracticable ; but, as their 
own lives, the vessel, and valuable 
cargo must be sacrificed if they 
did not persevere. Captain Ker- 
ridge, and bis only remaining sea* 
man (Lilly), resolved on prose- 
cuting the voyage at all hazards. 
The weather was, at the advanced 
period of the season, unusually 
tempestuous. Captain Kerridge 
stating that he never experienced 
such a continuation of heavy gales, 
at times approaching to a hurri- 
cane. The foreyard and part of 
the sc hooner s sails were blown 
away during one of these tornados, 
and they were not replaced by 
others, the captain having to steer 
the vessel, and one man being in- 
capable of making a refit of sails, 
&c« In this partly disabled state 
the voyage was continued, and 
Captain Kerridge and Lilly, when 
almost worn out with fatigue, des- 
cried a ship at some distance from 

them, and, on nearing each other, 
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'>&* Captain Kerridge solicited from the disease of the heart, and to this 

imt master of the stranger vessel one cause his medical attendant attri- 

tn an of his crew to assist him. Cap- buted his death. 

tain Kerridge was answered by the 24. Accident on the London 
master that he also was short of and Brighton Railway. — An 

tbe 4fie his crew, and could not spare any inquest was held at the Sussex 

a 3# of his men. Captain Kerridge County Hospital, before Mr. F. H. 

did not fall in with another vessel Gell, coroner for Sussex, on view 

until he reached lougitude 15° W. of the body of John Clegg, a fine 

id Having perceived a sail at a short athletic man, aged thirty-four, 

toy® distance, he hoisted a signal flag, Richard RadclifFe, a stonemason, 

i and the ship immediately bore in the employ of one of the con- 
ies down upon him, and the captain tractors, deposed that the deceased, 

at i* kindly gave Captain Kerridge one who was a most excellent servant, 

k * of his crew. Thus manned, the worked under witness for nearly 

Whim successfully accomplished two years, as head-quarryman. 

m* the remainder of the voyage, and The deceased called upon witness 

k® that notwithstanding having been about six o’clock on the evening 

raj* exposed to the late disastrous of the accident. The deceased 

&& gales. stopped with witness about ten 

— Sudden Death in a Rail- minutes, and then proceeded along 

if* way Carriage.— Stephen Darby, the line towards home. Shortly 

Esq., residing at Cookham, in afterwards intelligence was brought 

Jif Berkshire, left the Paddington that he was run over by the last 

La*. station by the eleven o'clock train train, which passed about six. 

nt# to proceed by one of the first-class Witness went to the Oak beer- 

; yi carriages, in which he was by shop and saw the deceased in bed. 

;j \t himself, to Maidenhead. When When asked how the accident hap- 

the train stopped at Slough, a gen- pened, he replied he could not tell, 

] & tleman got into the same carriage, and kept exclaiming “ Let me die." 

i# and at this time Mr. Darby ap- Witness examined the spot on the 

r$ peared to be dozing. The train, railroad, where he had been run 

stf however, had scarcely started from over. The mark of his foot was 

c* Slough, when the gentleman dis- left on the ground between the 

-p' covered that his travelling com- rails. The engine and carriages 

^ penion appeared to be in his last all passed over him. The work- 

■ji sleep. All attempts to make the men are allowed to walk on the 

£t guards or conductors hear his shouts line. 

& for the train to be stopped and James Chandler deposed : The 

assistance afforded to the deceased train passed witness about half-past 

it in the event of his having been in six ; in a few minutes he found 

£ a fit, were totally fruitless, from the deceased lying in the road 

rj the noise occasioned by the engine between the “ metals," with his 

„ and the wheels of the carriages, left arm doubled under him, and 

i Upon its arrival at the Maiden- his legs drawn up. 

$ head station, medical aid was im- Mr. Whitehouse, house surgeon 

i mediately obtained, but it was too of the Sussex County Hospital, 

? late, life being entirely extinct, stated that the deceased was 

t The deceased had been for some brought into that institution on 

\ time previously labouring under a Monday, the 29th of November# 
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very seriously injured. His right 
hand and three of his ribs were 
broken. The deceased appeared to 
have been injured by the fire-box; 
the wheels did not go over any 
part of him, or he must have been 
cut to pieces. Witness was of 
opinion that had he been so knock- 
ed down, it must have killed him 
on the spot. Witness could not 
positively say whether the cause of 
death was the result of the accident 
or of previous disease. The ribs 
being broken, a small part might 
have entered the lungs and acce- 
lerated death. 

The jury returned a verdict of 
“ Died from natural causes acce- 
lerated by the accident.'* 

24 Frightful Accident on 
the Great Western Railway. 
— An accident the most appalling 
that had yet occurred on any rail- 
way, happened this morning at an 
early hour on the Great Western 
Railway, hitherto considered the 
safest and best conducted. The 
luggage train, which leaves Pad- 
dington at half- past four, a. m., 
was proceeding downwards at the 
usual hour, with about thirty-eight 
passengers, chiefly of the poorer 
class, when on reaching the middle 
of the Sonning-hill cutting, about 
two miles and a half from Reading, 
it suddenly came in contact with a 
mass of earth which had slipped 
from the slope above, and covered 
one of the rails to the depth of two 
or three feet. On meeting with 
this obstruction, the engine was 
immediately forced off the rail, 
dragging the tender after it ; the 
next truck, which contained the 
passengers, was thrown athwart 
the line, and in an instant was 
overwhelmed by the trucks behind, 
which were thrown up into the 
air by the violence of the collision, 
and feU with fearful force upon it, 


The engineer, and the guard, who t 

was in the same truck with the ^ 

passengers, had just time to per- ^ 

ceive the danger, and springing ,1 

from the carriages, escaped; but r 

of the rest of the passengers, no 
less thin eight were killed on the g 
spot, and seventeen others more or ; 
less severely wounded. These were j 
conveyed, as soon as possible, to 
the Reading Hospital. Four were ; 
sufficiently recovered to be enabled 
to proceed on their journey the 
sam e day, others recovered after 
protracted sufferings, to bear with 
them the tokens of their danger 
for the remainder of their days, 
and two were added to the fearful \ 
catalogue of victims. Several per- 
sons, who arrived on the spot a few 
minutes after the accident happen- 
ed, describe the sight as horrible in 
the extreme. The morning wai 
dark and gloomy, but through the 
obscure light which was obtained, 
were discerned the corpses of eight 
persons frightfully mutilated, and 
crushed amidst the wreck of trucks 
which were heaped in confusion 
one upon another. Of these un- 
fortunate victims, one was stated 
to be a woman ; another, a son, 
whose sudden and deplorable fate 
had been witnessed by his own 
father, who was his fellow passen- \ 

ger, and who escaped with his life. 

A Coroners inquest was held on 
the bodies of the killed, at the 
Shepherd’s Bush, a small public 
house near the scene of the acci- 
dent, on the evening of the same 
day, and adjourned to the Monday c 

following. ' 

It was deposed by the drivers 
and guards of the several trains 
that the mail train had passed over 
the same line about an hour before 
the accident, without meeting any 
obstruction : and by the guard of 
the train in question# that the eu* 
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bankment seemed to be shaken 
down while the train was passing, 
by the vibration caused by it, and 
that he himself was struck by earth 
and gravel before the concussion 
took place. Bertram, an officer 
of the company, declared that he 
had examined the spot the day be- 
fore the accident, and had found it 
perfectly sound : and that although 
there had been cracks very near 
the spot, they had been repaired 
and drained, and made secure, and 
that the slip was from ground 
beside that part, but not of it, — 
that guards had been placed while 
these repairs were going on, but 
had been removed the night before, 
on the repairs being completed. 

On the other hand several per- 
sons, whose occupations led them 
near the scene of the disaster, gave 
evidence tending to accuse the 
company of very culpable negli- 
gence— of these Mr. Salmon, a 
barrister, and Mr. Gosling, a re- 
spectable farmer, declared that they 
had noticed, for a fortnight pre- 
viously, several slips of earth from 
the very part which afterwards 
caused the accident ; that the com- 
pany were well aware of the fact, 
as they had sent a few men who 
were repairing the damage in a 
very careless and insufficient man- 
ner ) these facts were corroborated 
by the testimony of several work- 
ing men on the spot. Witnesses 
were also examined whose testi- 
mony was intended to shew that 
the company had been guilty of 
gross negligence in placing the 
passenger trucks immediately after 
the engine and before the luggage 
trucks, whereby when any sudden 
check occurred the latter run over 
and crushed the former. 

To rebut this, other policemen 
and officers of the company were 
called, who bore additional testi- 


mony to the vigilance of the proper 
parties to this very spot, and the 
apparent security up to the very 
instant of the accident. 

Mr. Brunei, the chief engineer 
of the company, sworn, deposed as 
follows : — With respect to the 
system of watching along the line, 
my different assistants have in- 
structions to appoint night watch- 
men wherever there is any appear- 
ance of danger. In cases of slips 
in the cuttings, when they are su- 
perficial, it is found better to drain 
them well, remove loose earth, and 
leave the slip open to dry. The 
slips are then narrowly watched, 
and if no further movement takes 
place within a short time, experi- 
ence has shown that draining is 
sufficient. In this particular case 
of the Sonning cutting I saw a 
small slip about three weeks ago. 
I inquired of Mr. Bertram what 
had been done. I found it had 
been drained, and, as I observed it 
was only a superficial slip, I did not 
consider there was any danger to 
be apprehended. I have passed 
many times since, and have not 
observed any change. On Friday 
morning I arrived at the spot a few 
hours after the accident, when I 
examined the slip, which had then 
taken place. It was a totally dis- 
tinct slip. I pointed out to Mr. 
Bertram the drain which had been 
cut round the former slip, and 
which was quite apart from the 
new one. The disturbed ground 
of the new slip touched the old 
slip ; but the slips themselves com. 
menced in different parts of the 
slope, and in different strata. The 
width of the cutting at the bottom 
was forty feet ; its depth fifty-seven 
feet ; and the width at the top two 
hundred and sixty-eight feet. The 
width of the spoil-bank on the 
south was one hundred feet { on 
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the north sixty-seven feet. The 
spoil-hank at the slip commenced 
at about fifteen or twenty feet from 
the boundary of the company's 
land. I saw after the accident 
that there was room to walk be- 
tween the spoil-bank and the edge 
of the slope, so that the spoil-bank 
had not moved. 1 think the spoil- 
bank had no influence on the slip. 
The spoil-bank was not twenty 
feet high at thirty feet distance 
from the top of the slope. The 
spoil would not stop at two to one. 
As there have been discussions here 
and in the public papers relative to 
the position of the passenger ten- 
ders, perhaps I may be allowed to 
mention that the reason for putting 
the passenger trucks next to the 
engine arises from the danger to 
which a luggage train is considered 
most liable — namely, its being 
overtaken by another train, in con- 
sequence of its being slower, and 
unavoidably less punctual than 
passenger trains. The danger 
arising from the breaking of axles 
is greater in the luggage trains 
from the great weight. In either 
case the front of the train is the 
best position for passenger trucks. 
The passenger truck was put in 
the middle of the train on the Fri- 
day evening by my order, merely as 
a concession to an opinion, which I 
knew had been frequently express- 
ed. On the evening in question I 
discussed the matter with the su- 
perintendent and Mr. Saunders, at 
Paddington. I thought it would 
have been better not to send down 
any luggage train that night ; but 
there were so many applications for 
places, being Christmas-eve, that 
we thought it better to place the 
passenger truck in the middle, lest 
it should he considered a mere act 
of obstinacy if we adhered to the 
former practice. In my opinion to 


put passenger trucks behind would 
be extremely dangerous. Our feel- 
ings and interests are, of course, 
involved in providing the best place 
possible for passengers, and, upon 
the whole, my decided opinion is, 
that near the engine is preferable 
to behind the goods-trucss. Many 
accidents might arise to passengers, 
if placed in the rear of the luggage 
trains, by being run into ; the lamp 
behind having gone out, and trucks 
perhaps got uncoupled, and left 
behind. 

The jury returned a verdict of 
u Accidental death in all the cases, 
and a deod&nd of 1,0004 on the 
engine, tender, and carriages.*’ 

— Commission of Lunacy.— 
A Commission of Lunacy was 
opened at the Gray’s-inn Coffee- 
house, before Commissioners Blunt, 
West, and Murray, to inquire into 
the state of mind of Richard Wick* 
a Greenwich pensioner, who had 
become entitled to very consider- 
able property (said to amount to 
120,0004), under very singular 
circumstances. The lunatic was 
introduced in the well-known dress 
of a Greenwich pensioner. It ap- 
peared from the evidence that Mr. 
Wicks, who was now about fifty- 
four years of age, had moved in a 
very respectable station in aociety, 
and that early in life he entered into 
the navy, where, as a midshipman, 
he remained for many years, and 
rose to the rank of acting-lieu- 
tenant, but never passed so as to 
bear his Majesty's commission, and 
having fallen into great distress, 
was, in 1837, admitted into Green- 
wich hospital. In 1835, Miss 
Wicks, a cousin of Mr. Wicks, 
residing in Gloucestershire, was 
found to be a lunatic. She was 
possessed of some property, and 
from Mr. Wicks’s relationship he 
was lad to entertain hopes of be- 
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coming possessed of it. These 
hopes seemed to have increased a 
malady which had slightly mani- 
fested itself for some years, and he 
began to entertain fancies with 
respect to his situation in life. 
He believed he had become pos- 
sessed of unbounded wealth, and 
laboured under a variety of the 
most extraordinary delusions, so as 
to show that the mind was utterly 

S one, and reason subverted. Un- 
er these circumstances, provision 
was made for him by the Hospital 
in a lunatic asylum. In the mean- 
time Miss Wicks had died, and 
although she was a lunatic at the 
time of her death, yet she had 
executed, as far back as 1830 and 
1833, testamentary instruments 
under which Mr. Wicks took bene- 
fits to such an amount as would 
furnish him with the means of 
comfort for the remainder of his 
life. The validity of these testa- 
mentary documents was contested 
by those who said they were next 
of kin of Miss Wicks, and it there- 
fore had become necessary to pro- 
vide for the enforcement of these 
claims, and for the proper manage- 
ment of the property if it should 
he gained; and his wife had there- 
fore sought to take out the present 
commission. After hearing the 
testimony of the medical men as 
to his state of mind, and an ex- 
amination of Mr. Wicks, which 
left no doubt upon the subject, 
the iuiy immediately found " That 
Richard Wicks is a lunatic with- 
out lucid intervals, and not fit to 
govern himself and his own affairs, 
and that he has been so from the 
1st of September, 1840.” 

— Thames Tunnel.— A tho- 
roughfare was at length effected 
in Inis work, and made use of for 
the first time, by the whole of the 
directors and some a f the original 


subscribers, who had assembled up- 
on the occasion. The shield hav- 
ing been advanced to the shaft at 
Wapping, a considerable opening 
was cut in the brick-work, and 
through this the party who had 
met at Rotherhithe were enabled 
to pass, thus opening the first sub- 
terranean communication between 
the opposite shores of the river. 
Upon their arrival at the shaft the 
party was greeted by the workmen 
with most hearty cheers. 

26. Artificial Ice.— An in- 
vention, consisting of a composition 
put down in the same manner as 
the asphalt pavement, for affording 
the exercise and recreation of seat- 
ing, in despite of warm winters 
and in the absence of frost, has 
been patented by Mr. Kirk, and is 
undergoing the test of its efficacy in 
an apartment of the premises for- 
merly part of Mr. Jenkins* nursery- 
grounds. The invention under- 
went many trials some months ago 
at the Baker-street Basaar, and 
was seated upon by the members 
of the Seating Club and other 
competent judges, all of whom 
were most decided in their opinion 
of its being so perfect an imitation 
of natural ice that all figures and 
evolutions performed by the moot 
accomplished scaters on real iee 
might be equally well performed 
by them on the artificial substitute* 
The piece of artificial ice laid down 
at the Baker-street Bazaar was 
about seven-eighths of an inch in 
thickness; nevertheless it stood an 
immensity of friction, and was 
hut little damaged by the cutting 
of the scales in several months at 
very severe and continuous wear 
and tear. Indeed, no real iee 
could have supported the same per- 
petual friction unless renewed by 
successive frost. The patentee hat 
made a proposal to faaancqm pepy 
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for erecting a spacious building for 
laying down a surface of artificial 
ice, covering 30,000 square feet, 
to be called the Glaciarium. On 
the piece of ice already laid down, 
may be daily seen some of the best 
scaters in London, cutting “ dou- 
ble threes ” and “ wheeling about 
and turning about” through all 
the maxes and intricacies of the 
most difficult figures of this most 
exciting art. 

27, British Museum. — The 
number of persons who visited the 
British Museum this day, was 
14,763, being a much larger num- 
ber than on any “ Boxing-day ” 
since the Museum has been open 
to the public on those days. Last 
year, Christmas-day falling on 
Friday, and the Museum being 
closed on Saturday, the number of 
visitors was 2,531, whilst on Whit- 
Monday it was 9,031. Not a 
single instance of damage occurred 
during the day. 

27. Supply op Water for 
Paris. — The following plan for 
effecting a better and cheaper sup- 
ply of water to the inhabitants of 
Paris has been proposed by a Mr. 
Miles. From his plan Paris would 
derive very great advantages ; first, 
by a much greater supply of water ; 
secondly, at a cheaper rate ; and 
thirdly, that the quality would be 
more pure. The quantity of water 
to be delivered at each house would 
be increased to 1,000, 2,000, or 

3.000 litres per day, at one half 
the price paid at present per 50 
litres, after allowing ten per cent, 
profit to the subscribers. The city 
of Paris possesses very peculiar 
advantages for such an undertak- 
ing. In London the quantity of 
water consumed daily is 168,826 
cubic metres (French) for 191,066 
houses. In Paris we may reckon 

40.000 bouses at the utmost, little 


more than one-fifth of those in 
London. The expense of pump- 
ing by steam-engines this quantity 
of water from the level of the 
Thames at London to an elevation 
equal to the Canal de l’Ourq above 
the Seine would cost 69,000/. per 
year, the whole of which would be 
saved by a supply from the Canal 
de TOurq. The houses in London 
may be calculated at six persons 
each, making a population in 
191,066 houses, of 1,146,396 in- 
habitants. The 40,000 houses in 
Paris contain 909,126 inhabitants, 
equal to 22 or 23 to each house. 
The length of the pipes required 
for Paris will not exceed a fourth 
part that of London, and their 
dimensions will be less, on account 
of the descent of the water afford- 
ing a greater velocity. The exact 
length of pipes required cannot be 
stated without a plan and sections 
of all the streets $ it is probable 
that the diameters of the principal 
mains should be twenty inches, of 
the secondary class twelve inches, 
and of the service-pipes from twelve 
to two inches, and that the length 
required would measure about 170 
English miles. If this quantity 
of iron pipes were delivered at 20/. 
sterling per ton it would amount 
to the sum of ... 480,000 

The expense of laying, 
with the apparatus of 
cocks, &c., for service, 
may be stated at ... 120,000 

Making a total of £600,000 
Supposing ten per cent, interest, 
the sum to be paid annually would 
be 60,000/. A t present Paris pays 
annually for the purchase of water, 
not exceeding 50 litres per day for 
each house, 160,000/., so that upon 
the present rental a saving would 
take place of 100,000/. per year, 
and the inhabitants would receive 
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the most abundant supply of water. 
The quantity of water consumed 
daily in each house in London, in 
1810, before the establishment of 
the new water companies, did not 
exceed 50 gallons, but since that 
period the consumption has reached 
200 gallons per house per day. 
This includes manufactories, baths, 
water-closets, &c. If a similar 
increase in the consumption should 
take place in Paris, the quantity 
required would be 140,000 cubic 
metres per day, for the use of the 
909, 1 2Q inhabitants. London pays 
annually for water the sum of 
284,188/., averaging about 32s. 
per bouse for six persons ; conse- 
quently, if Paris were called upon 
to pay 60,000/. per year, it would 
average about 8s. for every family 
of six persons for an equal supply. 

27. Emigration from Great 
Britain. — According to the ab- 
stract of the late Population Re- 
turns it appears that while the 
population of England and Wales 
in 1821 was 11,978,875, there 
had emigrated in the next ten years 
124,888. In 1831 the population 
was 13,897,187, and the emigra- 
tion from that period to the present 
year was 394,105. The population 
of Scotland in 1821 was 2,093,456, 
and in the first decennial period 
there were 20,969 emigrants ; and 
in 1831 it was 2,365,114, and the 
emigrants in the same period 
66,173. Thesedetails only include 
those who have left in emigrant 
ships, while a large portion of 
passengers embark for the colonies 
and foreign lands in trading vessels, 
of whom no account is preserved. 

28. Fatal Explosion on the 
Bristol and Glocester Railway. 
— A fatal accident took place on 
the. Bristol and Glocester Railway, 
which is unfinished, at shaft No. 


5, near the entrance of a tunnel* 
running within two fields of Wick- 
war, about fifteen miles from 
Bristol, by which three men lost 
their lives on the spot, and five 
more were so seriously injured that 
it was necessary to convey them to 
the Bristol Infirmary. It appears 
that on the Saturday previous a 
quantity of gunpowder (upwards 
of half a cwt.) which had been 
slightly damaged by damp, Was 
placed in the blacksmith’s shop of 
the works, close to the entrance of 
the tunnel, for security. The 
blacksmith having been ordered to 
sharpen some of the workmen’s 
tools on the Monday, proceeded to 
do so, unaware of the presence of 
the powder in his shop, and while 
engaged in his work at the anvil a 
spark from the anvil, it is supposed, 
must have ignited the powder, 
which suddenly exploded, spread- 
ing destruction all around, blowing 
away the blacksmith's shop, the 
mill-ring, and a portion of the 
tunnel, together with the black- 
smith and seven other men, who 
were unfortunately at work near 
the spot, three of whom were 
killed instantly, the head of one 
being blown entirely off his body, 
while another man was blown to 
a distance of upwards of seventy 
yards, where he was seen by the 
distracted multitude who had as- 
sembled on hearing the explosion, 
in a burning state, his clothes 
being ignited and having burnt 
into a flame. The shock of the 
explosion was distinctly felt in all 
the surrounding villages, and was 
considered by many persons to be 
the shock of an earthquake, and 
occasioned the greatest alarm* It 
is stated, that it was distinctly felt 
at a distance of seven miles and a 
half, and that it threw down an 
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outhouse, which was loosely built, 
at a distance of five miles from 
the place. The bodies of the 
killed were horribly mutilated, 
and tbe wounded in the infirm- 
ary presented a frightful appear- 
ance from the extensive injuries 
which they had received. 

The Explosion on the Bris- 
tol Railway.— ^-Tuesday the in- 
quest was held before the county 
Coroner, at the New Inn, Wick- 
war. On proceeding to tbe stable 
a sickening sight presented itself ; 
there lay the remains of the two 
who were killed instantly ; Jones 
was completely naked except his 
boots ; one side of his face and the 
lower part of his body had been 
blown away, which gave rise to 
the belief that he had the barrel 
of powder in his arm when it ex- 
ploded. The head of Stephens 
was a shapeless mass, and he was 
otherwise much injured. Ben- 
nett's body lay in a back kitchen, 
and was dreadfully injured. The 
first witness called was, 

John Stephens, who said, I have 
been employed as a foreman under 
Mr. Brunei for nearly fifteen 
years, but am at present a sub- 
contractor under Mr- Nowel ; the 
injured men worked for me; on 
Friday evening, after work, I told 
James Jones, one of tbe men 
killed, who bad charge of the 
powder, to put it in the black- 
smith's shop, and take it out again 
<m Monday morning before the 
men came to work ; we have put 
it there frequently before on 
Saturday nights, for safety, as the 
door has a lock, and the key is 
kept by tbe banksman > on other 
nights the powder is left in the 
open air. On Monday morning, 
about a quarter before seven, I 
called from the shaft to see 


about some fresh horses, as the 
water was gaining on us ; I went 
down to tne blacksmith's shop, 
and saw several men there. 1 
stopped about two minutes talk- 
ing to my cousin Matthew Ste- 
phens, and then ran off to see for 
the horses. When I had gone 
about thirty-four yards 1 heard 
the explosion. It did not appear 
to me louder than the report of a 
fowling-piece. I turned, and saw 
something like a bundle of burning 
rags coming in the air towards me 
and fall within a yard and a half 
of where I stood. 1 took no 
notice of it, there being a rum- 
bling noise that took my attention, 
and in about a second after a 
quantity of timber and stones fell 
around, but nothing struck me. 
At that instant I beard the cries 
of the poor fellows who were hurt, 
and afterwards found it was the 
body of Jones that had fallen by 
my side. There were nearly a 
hundred men at the spot in five 
minutes, and we rendered all the 
assistance in our power. We found 
that two were dead, and another 
died about two hours after. We 
brought them all here ; and Mr. 
Roberts, the surgeon, attended 
them immediately. The only way 
I can account for the accident is, 
that Jones must have gone to work 
behind time, and that he was in 
the act of taking out the powder 
when it caught. When I was 
there I did not notice the powder, 
and thought it had been removed 
according to order; neither the 
blacksmith nor any of the men 
could have thought of its bring 
there. They were all very sober 
men. 

Two other witnesses were called, 
but nothing further was elicited, 
all who were present in the shop 
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The MINISTRY, as it stood at the Meeting of the New 
Parliament , 19 Aug . 1841 . 


Thk Cabinet. 


Viscount Melbourne 

Lord Cottenham 

Marquess of Lansdowne . . . 

Earl of Minto 

Earl of Clarendon 

Right Hon. Sir G. Grey, Bart. . 
Viscount Duncannon . . . . 

Marquess of Normanby . . . . 

Viscount Palmerston 

Lord John Russell 

Rt. Hon. Sir John Cam Hobhouse 
Rt. Hon. T. Babington Macaulay. 

Right Hon. Henry Labouchere . 

Rt. Hon. Francis Thornhill Baring 
Viscount Morpeth . . . . . 


First Lord of the Treasury . 

Lord Chancellor . 

President of the Council . 

First Lora of the Admiralty . 
Lord Privy Seal. 

Chan, of the Duchy of Lancaster . 
First Commis . of Lctnd Revenue . 
Home Secretary. 

Foreign Secretary. 

Colonial Secretary. 

President of the Board of Control. 
Secretary-at- War. 
f President of the Board of Trade 
( and Master of the Mint. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Chief Secretary for Ireland . 


Not op the Cabinet. 


Earl of Lichfield . . . 

Hon. E. J. Stanley . . 

Lord Vivian .... 
Colonel Fox .... 
Hon. George Anson . . 
Captain Plnmridge . . 
Right Hon. Fox Maule . 
Thomas Wyse, Esq. 


Henry Tufoell, Esq. . . 
Edward Horsman, Esq. . 
Hon. W. F. Cowper . . 
Sir D. Le Merchant . . 
M. O'Ferrall, Esq. . . 


Postmaster - General. 
Paymaster-General of the Forces 
and Treasurer of the Navy , 
Master General of the Ordnance . 
S urveyor . General of the Ordnance. 
Clerk of the Ordnance . 
Storekeeper of the Ordnance. 

Vice- Pres, of the Board of Trade . 

Lords of the Treasury. 

Joint Secretaries of the Treasury. 
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Sir E. T. Trou bridge . . 
Sir S. J. B. Pechell . . . 
Lord Dalraeny . . . ' , , 
Capt. J. W. Deans Dundas 

John Parker, Esq. . . 
Lord Seymour .... 
Hon. W. T. F. Strangwayg 
Bobt. Vernon Smith, Esq. . 
Sir William Clay .... 
Charles Buller, Esq. . . * 
Sir Thomas Wdde . . 


Bight Hon. R. L Sheil 


Earl of Auckland . 
Lord Sydenham . 


" Lords of the Admiralty. 


Secretary of the Admiralty. 

. Home Under- Secretary. 

. Foreign Under- Secretary. 

• Colonial Under-Seer etary . 

j J Secretaries of the Board of Cont 

A i * 


A Homey- General. 

Solicitor - General. 

J udge- Advocate. 

Governor- General of India. 
Governor-General of Canada. 


Ireland. 
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Richard Moore, Esq Solicit^. General. 


Andrew Rutherford, Esq. . 
Thomas Maitland, Esq. . . 


Scotland. 


Lord Advocate . 
Solicitor-General. 


Household Appointments. 

lord Chamberlain.— Earl of Uxbridge. 
rice- Chamberlain . — Earl of Belfast. 

j* a * °f the t Robe *- — Duchess of Sutherland. 

Lord Steward.— Earl of ErroL . 

Treasurer of the Household . — Right Hon. Georae « 

Comptroller of the Household.— Rt. Hon. Lorf A rS.^ M 2*%,, 
Captain of the Gentlemen at Arms.-Urd*^ ' I?J1 - 

tqpton of the Yeomen of the Guard.*- Ead of Snmv 
Master qfthe Horse.-Rutl of Albemarle. r "*‘ 

Master ofthe Buckhounds.—Lotd Kinnaird. 


Vot. Lxxxiir. 
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JU MINISTRY, at formed by Sir Robert Peel. 


The Cabinet. 


Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel, Bart. 

Lord Lyndhurst 

Lord Whamcliffe 

Earl of Haddington 

Duke of Buckingham* • • • • 
Rt. Hon. Sir James Graham, Bart. 

Earl of Aberdeen 

Lord Stanley 

Lord Ellenborough t • ; • • • 
Right Hon. Sir Henry Hardinge . 
Earl of Ripon 

Right Hon. Henry Goulburn . . 

Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. Knatchbull, Bt. 

Lord Eliot * 

Duke of Wellington 


First Lord of the Treasury. 

Lord Chancellor . 

President of the Council . 

First Lord of the Admiralty . 
Lord Privy Seal . 

Home Secretary. 

Foreign Secretary . 

Colonial Secretary . . 

President of the Board of Control 

Secrelary-at-War . 

President of the Board of Trade. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Paymaster - General 
Chief Secretary for Ireland. 

(Without Office)# 


Not op th* Cabinet. 


Lord Lowther 

Lord Granville Somerset . 
Earl of Lincoln . . • • 

Right Hon. Sir George Murra 
Colonel Jonathan Peel • • 

Captain Boldero .... 

F. R. Bonham, Esq. . * • 

Rt. Hon. William Ewart Glad 

stone • 

J. Milnes Gaskell, Esq. . . 

H. B. Baring, Esq. . . • 
Alexander rringle, Esq. • 

J. Young, Esq 

Sir G. Clerk • • • • • 
Sir T. Fremantle .... 
Sir G. Cockbum .... 
Admiral Sir W. Gage . . 
Sir G. F. Seymour . . . 

Hon. Captain Gordon . . 

Hon. H. T. L. Corry . • 


Postmaster-General. 

Chan . of the Duchy if Lancaster . 
First Commiss. of Land Revenue . 
Master General of the Ordnance. 
Surveyor - General of the Ordnance. 
Clerk of the Ordnance. 

Storekeeper qf the Ordnance. 

( Vice-President of the Board oj 
{ Trade and Master ff the Hint. 

\ 

Lords of the Treasury. 

Joint Secretaries of the Treasury. 

> Lords of the Admiralty. 


* His Grace resigned January 31, and was succeeded by the Duke of ® uc * 

°Lord Ellenborough Accepted the Governor.Generalshtp of India, and ms 
succeeded by Lord Fitzgerald and Veacb OcU 23. 
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Hon. Sidney Herbert . 
Hon. J. H. T. M. Sutton 
Lord Canning .... 
W. G. Hope, Esq. . . 
Hon. W. B. Baring . 

J. Emerson Tennent, Esq. 
Sir Frederick Pollock 
Sir William Webb Follett 
Hr. Nicholl .... 


• Secretary of the Admiralty. 

• Home Under •Secretary. 

. Foreign V nder- Secretary . 

• Colonial Under- Secretary* 

’ j Secretaries of the Board of Control. 

• Attorney-General. 

• Solicitor- General. 

• Judge Advocate . 


Lord Ellen borough 
SirC.Bagot . . 


Governor - General of India. 
Governor-General of Canada. 


Ireland. 


Earl De Grey 

Sir Edward Sugden . . . . 

Lord Eliot 

Right Hon. Francis Blackburne . 
Edward Pennefather, Esq. . . 


Lord Lieutenant. 
Lord Chancellor. 
Chief Secretary. 
Attorney - General . 
Solicitor - General . 


Scotland. 

£i? M'NT^P ““ Bart ’ Un ' J Advocate - 
Uuncan Esq Solicitor. General. 


Household Appointments. 
J^Cfc W! M ain _ Ear i De w 
— Eord Ernest Bruce. 
of the /fofcw.^Duchess of Bucdeuch. 

^ord StenanL—Eatl of Liverpool. 

o/ Me Houeehold.-E^l Jermyn. 

gaSM?- "^AoW -Colonel the Right Hon. D. Darner. 
C<E Gentlemen at Arms.-hotA Forester. 

^eGwird.—Marquess of Lothian. 
CLrtJi T Earl of Jersey, 

if* Ma f*kal — Lord C. Wellesley. 
otter of the Buckhounds .— Earl of RossJyn, 


K2 

Digitized by Gooole 


132 


ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841 


GENERAL ELECTION. 


A LIST of the MEMBERS returned from the respective Counties, 
Cities, Towns, and Boroughs, to the First Session of the Four- 
teenth Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain an 
Ireland, appointed to meet at Westminster 19 August 1841, in the 
Fifth Year of the Reign of her Majesty Queen Victoria. 

The names of the unsuccessful Candidates, printed in italics, and a 
statement of the Numbers polled, are also given. 


England and Wales. 


Abingdon . 

. T. Duffield ... 


Atidover 

• R. Etwall • • • 

131 


Lord W. Paget , 

112 


Sir J . IV. Pollen , 

10‘ 

A nglesea . 

. Hon. W. Stanley • 


Arundel 

. Lord Fitzalan . . 


Ashburton • 

. W. Jardine • . . 


Ashton . . 

. C. Hindley . . . 

303 


— Harrop . . . 

254 

Aylesbury . 

. C. J. B. Hamilton . 
Rice Rich. Clayton 


Banbury 

. H. W. Tancred . 

124 


— Holbech . • • 

too 


H. Vincent . • • 

51 

Barnstaple . 

. F. Hodgson • • . 

361 


M. Gore ... 

S50 


Hon. J. Fortescue • 

346 


Sir J.P.B. Chichester 

338 

Bath . . , 

. Viscount Duncan . 

1223 


J. A. Roebuck 

1151 


Vise. Power scour t . 

930 


W. H. L. Bruges • 

926 

Beaumaris . 

. F. Paget. . . . 


Bedfordshire 

. W. Astell . . . 
Lord Alford . . 


Bedford . . 

. Captain Polhill . 

433 


H. Stuart . . . 

421 


— Whitbread • . 

410 

Berkshire . 

. R. Palmer . . . 
Visct. Barrington . 
P. Posey . . . 


Berwick . . 

. M. Forster . . . 

394 


R. Hodgson . . 

343 


T. Weeding . . . 

335 


Beverley • 

Bei vdley . 
Birmingham 


Blackburn • « 

Bodmin . • . 

Bolton . • • 

Boston . . , 

Bradford • 

Brecknockshire 

Brecknock 

Bridgenorth 

Bridgewater 

Bridport • 
Brighton . 


J.Towneley . . $31 
J, W . Hogg i • 

S. L.Fox . . 488 

Sir T. Winnington 173 
R. Monteith . . • J J® 

, G. F. Munte . • * J™ 

J.Scholefield . . 

— Spooner • . • 

W. Feilden. . • 441 
J. Hornby . . • 

W. Turner . ... • 

, Hon. Major Vivian ft* 

Earl of Leicester . 

Sir S . T. Spry . • 

, P. Ainsworth . • 

Dr. Bowring • • 

— Rothwell . • • 

W. Bolling .. • • ** 

, J. S. Brownngg • 

Sir J. Duke. • • 

- Wood . . - • 
.J.Hardy - • • 

W.C.Liater • • 

If. BusfiM . • • 556 
. Colonel T. Wood . 

. C. M. K. Morgan 
.T. C. Whitmore . «£ 

SirB.Pig«t . • g 

— Howard . • • . 

N. Throckmorton . 

. H. Brow! wood . - 

T. S. Forman . • » 

— Dretoe • m * »aa 
— Robinson . • • ^ 

. H. Warburton . • * 
T. A. Mitchell • • * 
If. B. Cochrane . * 

. Captain P*e he11 • JJJg 
I. N. Wignay . • ln ° 
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RESULTS OF THE POLL8 AT 

(Brighton con.) Sir A. Dairy mple . 868 I 
_ . , — Brooke ... 4 

Brutol . . . P. W. S. Miles . . 4193 
Hon. F. Berkeley . 3739 
» , W- Fri PP . . . 5684 

Buck, . . . Sir W.L. Young . *578 
c. G. Dupre . . . 2569 
C. R. S. Murray . 2547 
J. Lee .. ... 495 

Bit H. Af. Vane ... 450 
Buckingham . Sir T. F. Fremantle < 

Sir J. Cbetwode . I 

B»ry . . .R. Walker ... 325 
b. c yu * — Hardman . . 288 ( 

Bury St. Edm . Earl J ermyn . , 338 

Lord C. Fitzroy . 310 ( 

H. Twin .... 296 
R. Alston, jun . . . 256 


" OENERAL ELECTION. 

Cheshire,. South Sir P. Egerton . . 5110 
J. Tollemache . . 3034 

G. Wilbraham . . 2365 

Chester ., . , Lord R. Grosvenor 

J. Jervis. . . . 

Chichester . . Lord A. Lennox 
J. A. Smith . . 

Chippenham . J. Neeld .... 165 

H. G. Boldero . . 128 

Christchurch . . \ [ 96 

Cirencester „ 


. W. Cripps . . 
T. W. C. Master 


Caine . . 
Cambridgeshire 


Cambridge . 


Cambridge 
University . 
Canterbury 

Cardiff. . . 
Cardiganshire . 
Cardigan . . 


. Earl of Shelburne 
e Hon. E. T. Yorke 
B. J. Eaton . . 
J.P.Allix . . 

• Hon. C. M. Suttoi 
Sir A. Grant . 

R . Foster , . 
Lord C . Russell 
H. Goulbum . 

. Hon. C. E. Law 
. Hon. P. S. Smyth 
J . Bradshaw 
T. Hodges „ . 

• Dr. Nicholl . . 

W. E. Powell . 

P. Pryse . . . 

J . S. Harford . 


„ # . L T.W. d Master 

Clitheroe • . M. Wilson . . 

• — Cardwell 

Cockermouth . H. A. Aglionbv 
E. Horsman *. 
General Wyndham 
Colchester . . II. Sanderson . 

Sir G. H. Smyth 
Cornwall, West E. W. Pendarves 
Lord B. Rose . 
Cornwall, East Lord Eliot . * 
W. Rasbleigh . 


Colchester 


Two members were returned by 
the returning officer, on account of 

™ ^°**P ol, - book S fitter can 
rots HU after the report of a com- 
mittee. 


Carlisle . . . 

Cvrmrthensh.. 


Carmarthen , 
Carnarvonshire 
Carnarvon . ' . 

Chatham . . , 

- Cheltenham . 

Cheshire, North 


* P. H. Howard . . 
W. Marshall . . 
Sergeant Goulbum . 
Hon. G. R. Treyor 
J. Jones .... 
D. Morris . . . 
Hon. Ge D. Pennant 
W. B. Hughes . . 
Lord G . Paget . . 
G. S. Byng . . % 
Lord Dttfforin . . 
Hon. C. F* Berkeley 


Coventry . 

Cricklade .. 

Cumberland . 

West. . 
Cumberland, 

1 East . . 


Dartmouth . 
Denbighshire 

Denbigh • ; 

Derbyshire , 
-North . . 
Derbyshire, 
South . 


w.B. Hughes. . 416 

G. P.grt . . 387 Dec*,. 

O. S. Brag ... 456 


A. Gardner m . 
Col . Thompson . 
W.T. Egerton. 
G. C. Leeh . . 


r> — rTy • • • zo °* 

non, E.J. Stanley . 2206 


Devonshire, 
North. . 
Devonshire , 
South. . 


Sir IF. Trelawney . 1633 
. . W. Williams . . 1874 
Rt. Hon. E. Ellice. 1830 
P. Weir . ... . 1283 
.J. Neeld. . . . 

Hon. H.T. Howard 
, E. Stanley .. 

• S. Irton .... 

Hon. G. Howard . 2086 

. W. James . . .1988 
— Stephenson . . 1906 

.Sir J. H. Seale. . 

. Sir W. W. Wynn. 

Hon. W. Bagot . 

. T. Mainwaring . 383 
T. Biddulph . . 309 
Hon. H. Cavendish 

• W. Evans . , . 

E. M. Mundy . . 3234 

• C. R. Col vile . . 3209 
T. Gisborne . . . 2403 
Lord Waterpark . 2325 

• E. Strutt .... 874 
Hon. B. Ponsonby 783 
E. S . C. Pole . . 587 

• T. H. J. Sotberon , 

G. H. W. Heneage 

. H. Tufnel . . . 976 
Sir G. Grey . . . 932 
G. R. Datoson . . 780 
Sir T. D. A. cl and . 

• L. W. Buck . . 

9ir J. Y.Buller . 

• Yisct. Courtenay « 
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Dorehest tr • • 
Dorsetshire, , 

Dover • • . 

Droitwich . , 

Dudley • . . 

Durham, North 

Durham, South 

Durham . . 
Essex, North , 
Essex, South • 

Evesham • • 

Exeter . * 

%* . . . . 


RBSULTS OP TUB POLLS AT TBB OBNBBAL MlMCTtW, 

Guildford . . R. D. Mangles . *42 
C. B. Wall ... 221 
Ho*. CoL Scarlett. 177 
H. Currie . . . t6l 


Sir J. Graham . • 

Hon. A. H. Cooper 
Lord Aahley . • 

G. Banket » . . 

H. C. Sturt . • • 

Sir J. R. Reid • . 995 
Hon. E. R. Rice . 9 66 
Sergeant Halcomb • 553 
A. Galloway . . 287 
J. S. Pakington • 

T. Hawkea ... 436 
— Smith .... 189 
H. Lambton . . 

Hon. H.T. Liddell 
Lord H. G. Vane . 2494 
J. Bowes . . . 2424 
J. Fairer . . . 1703 
Captain Fitz Roy . 

T. C. Granger • . 

Sir J. T. Tyrrell . 

C. G. Round , . 

T. W. Bramston . 2310 
G. Palmer . . . 2330 
JR. Alston ... 583 
Lord M. Hill . . 188 
P. Borthwick . , 161 
G. Rushout ... 137 
Sir W. W. Follett . 1302 
E. Divett . . . H92 
Lord Lovaine . . 1H9 
Sir E. Kerriaon . 


Finsbury 

Flint . 
Flintshire 

Frome . 


. T. Wakley . . . 

T. S. Duncombe . 

. Sir R. Bulkeley . 

• Hon, E. M. Mostyn 1236 
Sir S. R . Glynne .1193 
. T. Sheppard . . 143 
J, Sturch ... 125 


Gateshead .. 
Glamorgansh, . 

Gloucestershire . 

East . . . 
Gloucestershire , 
West. . 
Gloucester . 


Grantham • . 
Greenwich • 

Grimsby • 


W.Hutt. . . . 
Viscount Adam . 
C.R.M. Talbot . 

Hon. F. Cbarteris • 

C. W. Codrington • 
HoouG. C. Berkeley 
R. B. Hale . . . 

J. Philpotts ... 653 
Hn. Capt. Berkeley 646 
H. T. Hope ... 580 
Lofiue ... 391 
G. E. Welby . . 

Hon. J .Tollemache 

J- Dundee . 1747 
Barnard . . 1592 
&rG. Cockbum . 1274 
E. Heritage* , * 


Halifax. 


Hampshire, 
North . 
Hampshire, 
South . 
Harwich . 


Hastings • • 

Haverfordwest , 
Helstane . . 

Herefordshire , 
Hertford • « 
Hertfordshire , 

Hertford • . 

Honiton . . , 

Horsham • • 

Huddertfeld , 
Hull. . . - 

Huntingdonsh. 
Huntingdon . 
Hythe • • < 


E. Protheroe • . 
# C. Wood . . . 
Sir G . Sinclair . . 

C. S. Lefovre . . 
Sir W. Heatbeote . 
J. W. Fleming. . 
H. C. Compton • 
J. Attwood . • • 
Major Beretford • 
J, Bagshawe . • 

D. Le Merchant . 

J. Planta . . • 
R. Holloed . . • 
SirR. B. Phillips. 
Sir R.R. Vyrysn. 
W.R. Vigen . . 

K. Hoskins. . • 
J. Bailey, jun.. . 
T. B. Baakerfitte . 
fi. B. CHve . . * 
H. W. Hobbouse . 

D. D. H. Burr . 
, Viact. Grimston • 
Hon. G. D. Ryder 
A. Smith . . • 

R. Alston • . • 
Lord Mahon • • 
Hon. W. Cowper . 
Colonel Baillie • 

F. A. M’Geacby . 
Hon. R. Scarlett . 
W. R. C. Stanafield 
Sir J. Hanmer . . 
Sir W. James . • 
James Clay • • • 
Colonel Thompson • 

E. FeUowes . • 

G. Thornhill • • 
Colonel J. Peel . 
Sir F. Pollock • • 

S. Marjoribanka • 


411 

384 

319 


94 

94 

83 

74 


159 

153 


531 

500 

308 

2585 

* 55 * 

*5*5 

1782 


1844 

1830 

1761 

1641 


Ipswich . 


Kendal • • 
Kent, East. 

Kent, West. 


• R. Wason . 
G. Rennie • 
F. Kelt* . • 
J. C. H orris* 


659 

657 

611 

604 


. G. W. Wood . • 

• Sir E. Knatchbull • 
J. P. Plumptre . 

• Viscount Marsham 

Sir E. Filmer • • 
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BW . 

1 , , j 

Lambeth 

tfisr. ■ ; 
in* . • 

atixtf' 

Lancashire , 


North . 

Epa • 

Lancashire , 

id. . • 1 

South . 

mfeM 

Lancaster , 

a " ’ 
riot . 

Launceston . 

!. • • 

n . - ! 

Leeds , . 


Kidderminster . it Godson ... 209 

S. Ricardo . . . 200 

Knaretborough. A. Lawson . . • 150 

W. B. Fcrrand . . 122 
— Sturgeon ... 85 

Lambeth . . B. Hawes . . . 2601 

C.T.D’Eyncourt. 2558 
C. Baldwin . . . 1999 

T. Cabbell . . . 1763 

Lancashire, Lord Stanley . . 

North . , J. W. Patten . . 

Lancathire , Lord F. Egerton . 

South . . Hn. B. Wilbraham 
Lancaster . , T. Greene ... 693 

G. Martyn . . . 593 

— Armstrong . . 577 

Launceston. . Sir H. Hardinge . 

Leeds . . . W. Beckett . . • 2076 

W. Aldam . . . 2043 
J. Hume .... 2033 
Viscount Jocelyn • 1926 
Leicestershire , Lord C. Manners • 

North £. B. Farnham . 
Leicestershire, H. Halford . . . 2638 
South C. W. Packe . . 2622 
T. Gisborne . . . 1213 
. — Cheney . . , 1136 

Leicester , , W. Ellis. .' . . 

Sir J. Easthope . 
Leominster, • J. Wigram . • . 

C. Greenaway . . 

Lewes . . . S. Harford ... 411 

H. Elphinstone . 409 
Non . //. Fitxroy . 407 
Viscount Cantalupe 388 

Luhfield . . Sir G. Anson . . 381 
Lord A. Paget. . 289 
Ti , , —Dyott. ... 281 
Lincolnshire, Lord Worsley . . 5401 
North . , R. A. Christopher 4522 
— Oust .... 3819 
Lincolnshire, C. Turner . . . 4579 
South . . Sir J. Trollope . . 4564 
, . _ LI. Handley , . . 2960 

Lincoln ... Colonel Sibthorp . 541 
W, R. Collett . . 481 
Sir £. L% Bulwer • 453 
» • * . 340 

bdtord . . C. Boiler . . . 
Liverpool . . Viscount Sandon . 5979 
C. Cresswed . . 5793 
Sir J . Walmsley . 4647 
Visct. Palmerston • 4431 
London . . . J. Mastennan . . 6339 
Sir M. Wood . .6315 
O. Lyall .... 6290 
Lord J. Russell . 6221 
... If* Attwood '. . 6212 


Leicester , , 
Leominster . . 
Lewes . . . 

Lichfield . . 


Lincolnshire, 
North . 

Lincolnshire, 
South . 

Lincoln . . 


Liskeard . 
Liverpool . 


Wtyn . . 


London (contd.) J. Pattison . 

If. Crawford 
Alderman Pirie 
Ludlow • • • B. Botfield . 

J. Ackers . 


Lyme • , 
Lymington , 


Macclesfield • J. Brocklehurst . 534 
T. Grimsditch . • 410 
— Stocks .... 327 
Maidstone . . A. J. B. Hope • . 765 

G. Dodd ... 725 
— Salomons . . 424 

Maldon • • • Q. Dick .... 472 
J. Round ... 446 
— Abdy .... 413 
Malmesbury . Hon. J. K. Howard 125 
— Burton . . . 105 
Malton • . . J. W. Childers • 

J. E. Denison • . 

Manchester . , M. Philips • • . 3702 
T. M. Gibson . . 3582 
Sir G. Murray . . 3116 
— Entwisle . . • 2685 
Marlborough . Lord E. Brace . • 

H. B. Baring • • 

Marlow . . . T. P. Williams . 233 
Sir W. Clayton . 170 
— Hampden • . 169 

Marylebone . Sir B. Hall • . . 4661 
Sir C. Napier . . 4587 

B. B. Cabbell . . 3410 

Sir J . Hamilton • 3383 
If. f. Sankey . . 61 

Merionethshire . R. Richards . • 
Merther Tydvil Sir J. J. Guest • 

| Middlesex • • G. Byng # • • • 

| T. Wood • • • • 

Midhwrst • • Sir H. B. Seymour 
| Monmouthshire Lord G. Somerset. 

C. O. S. Morgan • 

| Monmouth . • R. J. Blewitt • • 

Montgomery tk. C. W. W. Wynn • 
j Montgomery, Hn. H. Cholmondeley 463 
Sir J. Edwards . 437 
I Morpeth • . Hn. G. G. Howard 


Colonel Salwey • . 156 
• W. Pinney . . . 123 

— Hussey . . . 110 

. J. Stewart . . . 170 

W. A. Mackinnon . 149 

— Keppel . . . 106 

. Lord G. Bentinck . 

Sir S. Canning • . 


Newark • • . Lord J. Manners . 633 
W. E. Gladstone . 630 
T. B, Hobkome • . 380 


Maidstone 


Malmesbury 


Manchester , 


Marlborough 
Marlow • • 


Marylebone 
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Newcast fo- 
under -Line 

Newcastle- 

upon-Tyne 

Newport 


Results of the polls at the general i 


Norfolk , East . 

Norfolk, T Vest . 

Northallerton . 

Northampton- 
shire, North 
Northampton- 
shire, South 

Northampton • 


Northumber- 
land, North 

Northumber- 
land, South 
Norwich 

Nottingham- 
shire, North 
Nottingham- 
shire, South 
Nottingham 


E. Buckley . . . 
J. Q. Harris . . 
W. H. Miller . . 
W. Ord .... 
J. H. Hinde . . 

. C. W. Martin . . 
W. J. Hamilton . 

F. Gisborne . . . 
IV. J. Blake. . . 

. H. N. Burroughes . 
E. W odebouse . . 
Sir W. B. Folkes • 

. W. Bagge . . . 
W. L. W. Chute . 

• W. B. Wrightson • 
— Laseelles . . . 
T. P. Maunsell 

A. O’Brien • . . 
Sir C. Knightley , 
W . R. Cartwright . ! 
Earl of Euston . . 

• R. V. Smith. , . 

R. Currie . . . 
Sir H. Willoughby 
P . MacDouall . . 
Lord Ossulston . : 
A. J. B. Creaswell ] 
Viscount Howick . 3 
M. Bell . . ; . 

S. H . Ogle . . . 

. B. Smith , t 
Marquess ofDouro 

T. Houldsworth 
H. G. Knight . . 
Earl of Lincoln , 
Colonel RoUeston . 
Sir D. H. Larpent . 
Sir J. C, Hobhouse 
John Walter 
T.B. Charlton . . 


Peterborough . Hn.W.Fitz william 3l6 


Oxfordshire 


Oxford . . 


Ojford Uni- 
versity . 
Pembrokeshire 
Pembroke . 


Penryn . , 


• «L Fielden . . , 
General Johnson . 

• Lord Norreys . . 

9*S* m V. Harcourt 

W. Henley . . 

.1399 

**• Maclean . . , 1291 

“7 Malcolm . . . 1071 

Sir H H Ing,.-. ! 

• Estcourt . 

. Viscount Emlyn . 

Colonel Owen . , 172 
Captain Child . . 84 

. Hon. C. W . Vivian 462 
Captain Plumridge 432 

-fry*. ... 388 

— Sartom ... 240 


Peterfeld . 
Plymouth . 


Pontefract 


Portsmouth 
Preston . . 


Radnorshire 

Radnor . . 
Reading 


Reigate .* . 
Retford, East 
Richmond . 
Ripon . . 
Rochdale . 
Rochester . 


Rutlandshire 


Salford . . 
Salisbury « 

St, Alban's . 

St, Ives • • 


Sir R. Heron . . 255 
T. Gladstone . . 245 
. SirG.H. Jolliffe . 

. T. Gill .... 821 
Visct. Ebrington . 787 
Alderman Johnson . 532 
. Visct. Pollington • 464 
R. M. Milnes . . 433 
J. Gully .... 253 
. Hon. C. Ponsonby 231 
G. Phillips . . . 211 
Captain Rose . • 189 
. F. T. Baring . . 

Sir G. T. Staunton 
. Sir P. H. Fleetwood 1658 
Sir G. Strickland . 1637 
R. T. Parker . . 1266 
C. Swainsm ' . . 1251 


. Sir J. B. Walsh . 973 
Lord Harley . . 504 
. R. Price ... 

. C. Russell ... 576 
Viscount Chelsea • 564 
T. Mills ... ^ 409 
W. Tooke ... 396 
. Viscount Eastnor . 106 
• Dr, Bedford : . • 9 

. Hon. A. Duncombe 
G. H. Vernon . . 

. Hon. J.C.Dundas 
Hon. R. Colbome . 

. Sir E. Sugden . • 

T. Pemberton . . 

. W. S. Crawford . 399 
J, Fenton ... 338 
. J. D. S. Douglas . 539 
W. H. Bodkin. . 497 
Viscount Melgund , 495 
T. Dashwood • • 488 
. G . J. Heathcote . 767 
Hon. H. Dawnay . 676 
Hon. C.G. Noel . 564 
. H. B. Corteis . . 252 
C. H. Frewen . . 10® 


. J. Brotherton • • 
J. Garnet ■ . • • 
. W. Wyndbam . . 
W. B. Brodie . . 
— Ashley . • • 
, G. W. J. Repton . 
Earl of Listowel * 
— Worley . • . 
G. A. Musket • • 
, W. T. Pried . . 
J. Ley ♦ • • • 
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Sandwich . 
Scarborough 

Shaftnbury 

Sheffield 

Shoreham . 
Shrewsbury 
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Somersetshire, 
East . . 
Sornersetshi) r 
West . 

Southampt )n 


South-Shields 


Southwark . 

Staffordshire, 

North 

^^^Uhtre, 
Stafford . . 


Stamford . 
Stockport . 

Stoke^upon* 

Trent 


Sudbury , 


fcjfUA, &»( 


. Sir R. Hill . . . 

W.O.Gore . . 
. Hon. R. H. Clive . 

Earl of Darlington 
. Sir T. Troubridge . 
H.H. Lindsay. . 


Sir J . J ohnstone 

. 295 

Sir F. Trench . 

. 253 

Colonel Phipps . 

. 235 

Lord Howard . 

. 219 

Captain Mathew 

. 202 

J. Parker . . 

. 1847 

H. G. Ward . 

. 1805 

— Vrquhart 

. 504 

— Sheppard 

. 459 

Sir C. M. Burrell 

. 959 

C. Goring . . 

. 856 

Lord E, Howard 

. 673 

G. Tomline . . 

. 791 

B. D’lsraeli 

. 786 

Sir L, Parry . 

. 599 

— Temple . . , 

. 576 


» W. G. Lang ton . 

• W. Miles . . . 

T. D. A eland . . 

. F. H. Dickinson . 

. C. C. Martyn . . 645 
Lord Bruce . . . 648 

R. Mangles ... 553 
R. Hutchins . , 556 
. J. T. Wawn . # 241 
R» Ingham . , . 203 

-Fvler. ... 37 

• J. Humpbery . . 

B. Wood . . . 

J. D. W. Russell . 

• C. B. Adderley . 
Colonel Anson . 

. Viscount Ingestre. 

. Hn. S. T. Carnegie 681 
E. Buller ... 587 
11'. Holmes , . . 339 

• Sir G. Clerk . . 

Marq. of Granby . 

• H. Marsland . , 569 
R. Cobden . . , 543 
Thos . Marsland . 35l 
J . L. Ricardo . . 894 
W.T. Copeland . 645 
//on /. D. Ryder . 465 

• W. H. Stanton . 594 

G. P. Scrope . . 527 
7T ll'roxa// , . . 377 

. K Vilhers ... 284 
D. O. D. Sombre . 281 

C. Taylor - 4 4 4 j7j 

D. Jones . . . g 7j 

. Lord Henniker . . 3280 
Sir C. B. Vere. . 3181 
& Adair . 4 , 1700 


Suffolk, West 
Sunderland 
Surrey, East 
Surrey , West 
Sussex, East 

j Sussex, West 
Swansea . . 

Tamxoorth . 


ELECTION. 

. Col. Rusbbrooke . 

H. S. Waddington 
. Aid. Thompson . 

D. Barclay . . . 

. H. Kemble • • . 

E. Antrobus . . 

. W. J. Denison . . 

J. Trotter . . . 

. G. Darby . . . : 
A. Fuller . . . 1 
J, P. Shelley . . 

. Earl of March . . 

Colonel Wyndham 
. J. H. Vivian . . 


Tamxoorth . . Sir R. Peel . . . 366 
Captain A’Court . 241 
Captain Toxonsend . 147 

Taunton . . H. Laboucbere . 430 
E. T. Bainbridge . 410 
W, Wilberforce . 382 
— ■ Hall .... 218 

Tavistock . . Lord E. Russell . 

J. Rundle . . . 

Texvkesbury . W. Dowdeswell . 192 
J. Martin. . . . 187 
/. Easthope,jun m . 181 

Thetfard . . Hon. W. B. Baring 86 
Earl of Euaton • 71 

Sir J. Flower . . 71 

Double return. Neither of the 
latter two can vote till after report 
of committee thereon. 

Thirsk . . . J. Bell .... 

Tiverton . . J. Heathooat . . 

Visot. Palmerston. 

Tot ness ... Lord Seymour • • 

C. B. Baldwin • 

Toxver Hamlets Sir W. Clay . . 4706 
Colonel Fox . . 4096 

G. R. Robinson . 2183 
J. Hutchinson . . 1775 

P. Thompson . . 831 

Truro ... E. Turner ... 

J. E- Vivian. . . 

Tynemouth . . H. Mitcalfe . . 295 

W. Chapman . . 218 


Wakefield . . J. Holdsworth . . 328 

Hn, W, S. Lascelles 300 
Wallingford . W. S. Blackstone . 
Walsall . . . R. Scott . . . 334 

/. N . Gladstone • 311 

Wareham ; . W. E. Drax . . 211 

• • /. H. Cakraft . . I8f 

1 Warrington « J, I. Blackburn* . 


Tavistock . 
| Texvkesbury 

Thetfard , 


Thirsk . 
Tiverton 


Wallingford 
Walsall . . 

Wareham ; 
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&BSULT3 OF TUX POLLS AT THE GENERAL ELECTION* 


Warwickshire, W. S. Dug dale • 
North . . Sir E. Wilmot . . 
Warwickshire, Sir J. Mordaunt . 

South . . E. J. Shirley . • 

Warwick . . W. Collins . . . 

Sir C. Douglas . 

Wells • « . W. G. Hayter . . 

H. Blakemore . . 
Wenlock * . Hon. W. Forester 
J. M. Gaakell . . 

Westbury . . Sir R. Lopes . . 

Westminster . Hon. Captain Rous 3338 
J.T.Leader . .3281 

•Sir De Lacy Evans 3258 
Westmoreland . Viscount Lowther 


Hon. H. Lowther • 
Viscount Villiers . 
G. W. Hope 

B. Bernal . 

W • D. Christie , 

A. Chapman 
M. Attwood 
P. Greenall . 

T. B. Crosse 

C. Stand ish . 

P. Grenfell . _ w 
Iin.W.A’C. Holmes 
Visct. Fitzharris • 
Sir F. Burdett . 

W. Long 

Wiltshire, Sth . Hon. S. Herbert 


Weymouth . 


Whitby . . 
Whitehaven 
Wigan . . 


Wight, Isle of, 
Wilton . . , 

Wiltshire, Nth, 


259 

257 

254 

253 


273 

268 

264 

263 


j.uenett . 
Winchester . , J. B. East . 

B. Escott . 

R. B, Crowder 

nr- j F.Pigott . . . 

Windsor . . J. Ramsbottom . 

R. Neville . . . 
W. F . Fergusson . 
... . *S» r /• Be Beauvoir 

Wolverhampton Hon. C. P. Villiers 
T. Thornely . . 
. F. Thesiger . . 
, J. Barneby . . „ 

• J. A. Taylor . , 
> Hon. H. B. Lyijon 
. F. W. Knight f . 
. Sir T. Wilde . . 

J. Bailey . . . 

— Hardy . . . 

• G. 11. Dash wood . 
R. Bernal, jun. . 

A. Freshfeld . 
R. Alexander . . 


Woodstock 
Worcestershire, 
Fast . . 
Worcestershire. j 
West. . 
Worcester . 


Wycombe 


Yorkshire, N '. . Hon.W.Donoombe 
E. S. Cayley . . 

Yorkshire, E, . H. Broadley . . 

Lord Hotham . . 

Yorkshire, W . . Hon. S. Wortley 13,165 
E. Denison . . 12,780 
Lord Milton • 12,080 
Lord Morpeth . 12,031 

York . . . J.H. Lowther. .1625 
H. R. Yorke . .1552 
Sergeant Atcherly . 1456 


SCOTLAND. . 

Aberdeen . . A. Bannerman • • 780 
— lanes . . • . 513 
— Loivrey ... 30 

Aberdeenshire • Hon. W. Gordon . 
Argyllshire • CampbellofMonzie 
Ayrshire . . Visoount Kelburno 
Ayr Burghs . Lord H. C. Stuart • 


Banffshire • .J.Duif • » • • 316 
Lord Reidhaven • 273 
Borwickshire . Sir P. H. Campbell 
Buteshire . . Sir W. Rae . . • 130 
— Dunlop ... 82 


Caithness- shire, G. Traill «. , • 


Dumbartonshire A. Smollett, jun. • 
Dumfriesshire . J. H. Johnstone • 
Dumfries * . W. Ewart ... 412 
Sir A* Johnstone • 351 
Dundee . . . G. Duncan « . • 577 
J. B. Smith . . . 445 


Edinburgh • • T. B. Macaulsy • 
W.G. Craig . . 
Edinburghshire W. R. Ramsay • 
Elgin Naim C. L. C. Bruce • 354 
General Duff • • 13* 
Elgin Burghs • Sir A* L. Hay . - 311 
* T.Duff 


Yarmouth . . w. WOshere . 
. . C. E. Rumbold 
— Somers . . 
T, Baring . , 


941 

940 

481 

471 


Falkirk , . 

Fifeshire , 
EotfarsMra 


. W. Baird • • • 
W.D.GUlon . . 
.Capt. J. Wemyss. 
• Lord J. F. Gordon 


462 

411 
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Greenock 
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MSULTS OV THK POLLS AT THX CXNERAL KLBCTION. 


• J< Oswald • . 
J. Dennistoun . 
— Campbell • . 
G, Milk . . . 

• R. Wallace . . 
Sir T. Cochrane 


2776 

2728 

2410 

355 

406 

309 


Wigtmihirt . Captain Dahymple 403 
J. Blair .... 397 
Witten Burght Sir J. MTaggart . 157 
C eUmel Ague* . . 1*9 


HadAnrtonth.. Sir T. Hepburn 
Hadd % Burght . J. M. Balfour . 

R. Stewart . . 


273 

264 


Antrim . . 


Invemettkire • H. J. BaiUie 
Inverness . . J. Morrison 


Armagh t Co, 

Armagh . • 

Athlone • • 


Kilmarnock . A. Johnstone . . 

J. C, Colquhoun . 
Kincardineshire Hon* H. Arbuthnot 
Kirkaldy . . Colonel Ferguson . 
Kirkcudbright - A. Murray . . . 
shire — Maxwell . . . 


490 

479 


672 

249 


Bandon • 
Belfast . 


IRELAND. 

. N. Alexander . . 

J. Irving . • • 

. Viscount Acheson. 

Colonel Verner . 

. Colonel Rawdon . 

. Captain Bereafbrd . 30 

— Far ell ... 17 


. J. D. Jackson . . 

, J. E. Tennent . , 927 
W. G. Johnson . 913 
Earl of Belfast a . 821 
D, Ross .... 792 


Lanarkshire % W. Lockhart . . 

1 & • . . A. Rutherford . . 

Linlithgowshire Hon. C. Hope . • 


Hmtnu . . P. Chalmers . . 
Orktwy . . , F. Dundee . . . 


£<“*9 ... A. Hutie . . . 
Peebletthirt . W. F. Mackenzie . 
Ferthihirt . . H. H. Drummond . 
Pert* . . . Rt. Hod. F. Mettle 
— BUck . . . 

Rtnfnwtort . P. M. Stewart . . 
_ Colonel Mure . . 

nets and 1 

Cnmwrty } T - Mackenzie 
^cximrghthirt. Hon. F. Scott . . 

Jfon, J. £. EBiot . 


SelUrlakin . A. Pringle . 
St.AudTm't . B. ElKoe. jun. 

Stirling^*, .W 

on-i: » M, Bruce 

Stbrhug Burghs Lord Dabneny 
« . , — Aytoun . 

Sutherlandshire D. Dundas . 

Wick Burght .J. Loch . . 

— Dempster 


356 

227 


959 

945 


830 

748 


Carlow County Colonel Bruen . . 706 
T. Banbury . . . 705 
J, A. Yates « • • 696 
D. (Y Connell, jun . 695 
Carlow . • . Captain Laymrd . 
Carrickfergus .P.Kirk .... 
Cashel . . . J. Stock «... 

Cavan . . . J. Young . . . 

Colonel Clements • 

Clare ... W. N. Macnamara 1111 
C. O’Brien . . . 1107 
— Vandeleur . . 222 


Clonmel • . Rt. Hon. R. Pigot 
Coleraine . . E. Litton. . . . 

Cork County . D. O’ConneU . . 1274 
E. B. Roche • 1274 
— Leader , . . 406 
Jtf. Longjield . . 357 
Cork . . . . F. S. Murphy . . I486 
D. Callaghan • . 1464 
Colonel ChatterUm » 1017 
— Morris ... 131 


366 
25 8 
1019 
895 
438 
419 


270 

189 


Donegal , . Sir E. S. Hayes . 

E. M. Conol|y % . 
Downshire . . ViacL Castlereagh 
Lord Hillsborough 
Downpatrick . D. Kerr • • . • 
Drogheda . . Sir W. Somerville . 
Dublin County J. H. Hamilton • 
E. Taylor . • • 
Lord Brabason • . 
G, Evans ... 


1061 

1042 

1009 

1006 
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Dublin . . 


Dublin Univ . 

Dundalk , 
Dungannon 


Ennis . . , 
Enniskillen 

Fermanagh . , 


Galway County 
Galway . . . 


RESULTS OP THE POLLS AT THE GENERAL ] 


. J. B. West . . . 
E. Grogan . , 

D. O'Connell . , 
R. Hutton . . . 

• Rt. Hon. F. Shaw 
Rt. Hon. T. Lefrov 

• T, N. Redington . 
. Visct Northland . 

J» Falls . . . 

• Rt. Hon. R. L. Sbiel 

, H. Bridgeman . . 

. Hon. A. H. Cole . 

• M.Archdall . . 
Sir A. B. Brooke . 

J. J. Bodkin 
T. Martin . . 

M. J. Blake , . . 
Sir V. Blake . . 


• 3860 Mayo 
. 3839 

. 3692 Meath 
. 3662 


! Monaghan 


New Ross 
Newry . 


.M. Blake . . . 
R. D. Browne . . 
. D. O’Connell . . 

H. Grattan . . . 
. Hon. H. Westenra 
E.P. Shirley . . 

• Hon. R. Gore . • 

. Viscount Newry & 
Home . . . 
Sir J . M. Doyle . 


[ Portarlinglon . Hon. L. D. Darner 

Qttttn't County Sir C. H. Coot* . 

Hon. T; Vesey • 

Roscommon . . F. French . . . 

The O'Connor Don 


Kerry . 


Kildare . . 

Kilkenny Co % 

Kilkenny . 
King's County 

Kinsale . . 


. Hon. W . Browne . 
M. J. O’Connell . 
A, Blennerhasset . 
Jo Hickson . , , 

• R« M. O’Ferrall , 
R* Archbold , , 

• Hon. P. Butler , 
G. Bryan . . \ 

• J. O’Connell . . 

. Sir A. Armstrong . 

Hon J. Westenra 
' Watson . 
", Attwood . 


I Sligo County 
Sligo . . 

Tipperary . 


. Colonel Perceval . 

W. R.O.Gore,juo. 
. J. P. Somers . . 


• V. Maher . . • 
Hon. R. 0. Cave . 
W. P. Barker . . 
Hon. C. Maude . 
. M. O’Connell . • 
. Rt. Hon. L. Cor ry 
Lord C. Hamilton 


Leitrim , , 

Limerick Co . 

Limerick . 

Lisburn . 
Londonderry 
County 
Londonderry 
Longford . 


. S. White ... 
Lord Clements 1 

• C. Powell . 

W. S. O’Brien’ ! 

• Sir D. Roche . . 
J* O’Brien . 

•£apt.H.Meynoli .’ 
Sir R. Bateson 
£apt. T. Jones . . 

H. White ! 

Ai Lefroy , ’ 

• R» M. Bellew ! * 
HonT.V.Dswwn 
* 7 * Fortescue 

J. Mac Clin tock . ’ 


Waterford Co 
Waterford . 


Westmeath . 
Wexford Co, 

! Wexford . 
Wicklow . ' 


I.. W. V. Stuart .. . 
Hon. R. S. Carsw 
. W. Christmas . . 
W. M. Reade . . 
H. W, Barron . • 
T, Wyse . ... 

# H. M. Tuite . . 
B. Chapman . • 

• V. F. Hatton . • 
J. Power . • . 
G, Morgan . . • 
S.C.HaU . . . 

. Sir T. Esmonde . 

— Bourne . • . 
e Colonel Acton • . 
Sir R. Howard 
/• Grattan . . « 


Mallow. 4 • SirD.O* J 4 


*2 Y ^u 


• Hon. C. Csrendish 
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SHERIFFS FOR THE YEAR 1841. 


Bedfordshire 
Berkshire . 


Cambridge and J 
denshire . . 
Cheshire . . 
Cornwall , . 
Cumberland . 
Derbyshire . . 
Devonshire . , 
Dorsetshire 
Durham . . 
£uer . . , 
Gloucestershire 
Herefordshire • 
Hertfordshire • 
Kent ... 
Lancaster . , 
Leicestershire • 
Lincolnshire . 
Monmouthshire 
Norfolk . . 
Northamptonshir 
Northumberland 
Nottinghamshire 
Oxfordshire . 
Rutlandshire . 
Shropshire . . 
Somersetshire • 


Southampton , 

Staffordshire , 
. ( 

. . 

Suiiii . . , 

TTartrtcfcsAire , 

Wiltshire . 
Worcestershire 
Yorkshire . , 

Breconshire 

Cardiganshire 


Hunting - 


. Arthur Macnamara, of Eaton Bray, Esq# 

• John Jesse Bulkeley, of Lindon Hill, Esq. 

/Thomas Newland Allen, of the Vache, Chalfont St. 
Giles, Esq. 


J- Joseph Marshall, of Elm, Esq. 

• John Ryle, of Henbury Hall, Esq. 

• John Hombrook Gill, of Bickbam, Esq. 

. James Robertson Walker, of Gilgarron, Esq. 

• John Bruno Bowdon, of Southgate House, Esq. 

. William Arundell Harris Arundell, of Lifton Park, Esq. 
. Sir Richard Plumptre Glyn, of Gaunts House, Bart. 

• William Russell, of Brancepeth Castle, Esq. 

. John Archer Houblon, of Great Hallingbury Place, Esq. 
. James Woodbridge Walters, of Barnwood House, Esq. 

. Robert Lane, of Ryelands, Esq. 

• Robert William Gaussen, of Brookmans, Esq. 

. De La Mark Banks, of Sheppy Court, Minster, Esq. 

. Sir Thomas B. Birch, of the Hazels, Bart. 

• Richard Mitchell, of Enderby, Esq. 

• Sir John Charles Thorold, of Syston Park, Bart. 

. Samuel Homfray, of Bedwelty, Esq. 

• Sir John Jacob Buxton, of Shadwell Lodge, Bart. 

. Sir Robert Henry Gunning, of Horton, Bart. 

. Sir Matthew White Ridley, of Blagdon, Bart. 

. Henry Smith, of Wilford, Eaq. 

. John Lovedav, of Williamscote, Esq. 

. Joseph Tomblin, of Leighfield, Esq. 

. The Hon. Gustavus Fred. Hamilton, of Burwarton. 

. William Francis Knatchbull, of Babington, Esq. 

/ Horatio Francis Kingsfort Holloway, of March wood 

• \ Lodge, Southampton, Esq. 

. Thomas Cartwright, of Hill Hall, Esq. 

. Sir Joshua Ricketts Rowley, of Tendring Hall, Bart. 

• William Leveson Gower, of Testy Place, Oxtead, Esq. 

• Sir Richard Hunter, of Patching, Knt, 

. Kelynge Greenway, of Warwick, Esq. 

. Eail of Thanet, Hereditary . 

• Ambrose Hussey, of Salisbury, Esq. . 

. Thomas Charles Homyold, of Blackmore Park, Esq. 

/ Frederick William Thomas Vernon Wentworth, of Went- 

• L worth Castle, Esq. 

SOUTH-WALES. 

. William Hibbs Bevan, of Glannant, Esq. 

. David Davies, of Cardigau, Esq. 
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Carmarthenshire ... John Walters Philipps, of Aberglasney, Esq. 
Glamorganshire . • • Joseph Martin, of Ynistawe, Esq. 

Pembrokeshire ... George Roch, of Butterhill, Esq. 

Radnorshire .... Edward Breeze, of Knighton, Esq. 

NORTH- WALES. 

Angleseyshire • . . . Richard Trygmro Griffith, of Garreglwyd, Esq. 

Carnarvonshire . . . David White Griffith, of Hafodydd-Brithion, Eaq. 

Denbighshire .... Henry Ellis Boates, of Rose Hill, Wrexham, Esq. 

Flintshire Llewelyn Lloyd, of Pontriffith, Esq. 

Merionethshire . • . John Williams, of Bron Eiyit, Esq. 

Montgomeryshire . . . John Vaughan, of Rbda Brynbwa, Esq. 

IRELAND. 

Antrim Conway Dobbs, of Castle Dobbs, Esq. 

Armagh ..... John Whaley, of Downey House, Esq. 

Carlow Hannan H. Cooper, of Shrule Castle, Esq. 

Cavan Mervyn Pratt, of Cabra Castle, Esq. 

Clare •••••• Hugh O’Loghlin, of Port Ennis, Esq. 

Cork, ...... James Barry, of Ballyclough, Esq. 

Donegal • • • • • Hon. James Hewitt, of M unglass. Esq. 

Down David Stewart Ker, of Fortavo, Eaq. 

Dublin John Jas. Bagot, of Castle Begot, Esq. 

Fermanagh . . . • «— Johnstone, Eaq. 

Galway Andrew William Blake, of Furbs, Esq. 

Kerry Daniel Mahony, of Castlequin, Esq. 

Kildare • » • • • • Richard Maunsell, of Oakley Park, Esq. 

Kilkenny . . . • . John Power, of Sion, Eaq. 

King's County • • • Garrett O’Moore, of Cloghan Castle, Esq. 

Leitrim •••••• Nicholas L. Tottenham, of Glenfarm, Esq. 

Londonderry .... John Chambers and J. M. Dysart, Esqrs. 

Limerick James Kelly, of Ballynantz, Esq. 

Longford • • . . . Henry Musters, of Bryanstown, Esq. 

Louth Blaney Balfour, jun. of Towneley Hall, Esq. 

Mayo Hon. Geoffrey Brown, of Castle McGarrett, Esq. 

Meath John Tisdall, of Charlesfort, Esq. 

Monaghan Thomas Rothwell, of Chantonu, Esq. 

Queen's County . . . William Wellesley Despard, of Donore, Esq. 

Roscommon Denis Mahon, of Strokestown House, Esq. 

Sligo ..•••• John Martin, of Sligo, Eaq. 

Tipperary Thomas E. Lalor, of Cregg, Eaq. 

Tyrone Charles Boyle, of Rock Cootehill, Esq. 

Waterford . • • • John Power, of Gnrteen, Eeq. 

Wemmmtk Cuthbert Fathers ton. of Dardistown, Esq. 

Wexford Thomas Boyse, of Bannow, Eaq. 

Wicklow John Synge, of Glenmoce Carte, Esq. 
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BIRTHS. 

1840. 


NOVEMBER. 


18. At Normanby, the Countess of 
Sheffield, a daughter. 

16. At the Vicarage, Kenilworth, the 
Hon. Mr*. Montague Villieia, a son. 

— The wife of the Rev. J. J . Blunt, 
D.D., Margaret Professor of Divinity, 
a daughter. _ . 

21. At Sible Hedinghara, Essex, the 
wife of the Rev. Charles Burney, a son. 

2$. AtNaples, the Hon. Mr*. Adeane, 


a daughter. 

29. At Cumberiand-ptece, the Hon. 
Udy Butler, a son and heir. 

3d. At Sbobden-court, Hereford*, the 
Right Hon. Lady Bateman, a daughter. 

— In Park-street, Grosvenor-square, 
lady Graham, a daughter. 


DECEMBER. 


1. At 8wnilngtt»-hou«e, Yorkshire, 
the wife of C. Lowther, eaq., • eon. 

4. AtBrighton. the CountereCowper, 
a daughter. 

y/fhe Countess of Arran, a son. 

10. In Grosvenor-*q^ the Countess of 


Carnarvon, a daughter. 

18. At Haughiey, Suffolk, the Udy 
of the Rev. Sir Augustus Henniker, 


BarU, a daughter. 

20. At her residence in St. James s- 
square, the Countess of Lichfield, a son. 

26. At Rome, the Lady of Sir A. Y. 
Spearman, Baru, a son. 

27. At Shirley-house, Hants, the wife 
of Major-General Sleigh, a son. 

28. In Upper Harley-streeti the Hon. 


Mss. Kenyon, a son. 

29. In Serle-street, Mrs. Spencer 
'Walpole, a daughter. 

- At Waldersbare, the Countess of 
Guildford, a eon. 


1841# 


G. Carey, esq., of Tor Abbey, a daugh- 
ter. 

11. At Gunton-park, Norfolk, the 
Hon. Mi*. Sanderson, a daughter. 

— At Bath, the wife of Lieut.-Col. 
Swinton, a son. 

15. In St. James’s-square, the Udy 
Stanley, a son. . . 

17. At Bishop-grove the wife of the 
Bishop of Ripon, a son. 

19. At Brightwell Park, Oxford, the 
wife of W. Lowndes, esq., a daughter. 

— -At Haseley-house, Oxford, the 
wife of Hugh Hammersley, esq., a son. 

— • At Imhurst-house, Berks, the wife 
of Thomas Kirby, esq., a daughter. 

20. At Umbewlade, Mrs. Bolton 
King, a daughter, 

81. At Holgate-bouse, near York, the 
lady of the Hon. W. Stourton, a son. 

— At Brighton, the Lady Jane Laur- 
ence Peel, a daughter. 

22. At Knigbtsbridge, the wife of 
Lieut.-Col. the Hon. C. B» Phipps, a 
daughter. 

— At Luffness, East Lothian, the 
Hon. Mrs. George Hope, a son. 

— At the Priory, Tunbridge Wells, 
the wife of Captain Wm.O’Gtady Haly, 
a son and heir. 

23. At Stoke Damerel, Devon, the 
wife of W. Woolby Carie, esq., a son 
and heir. 

— In Park-street, Grosvenor-squsie, 
the Hon. Mrs. Butler Johnstone, of 
Corehead, a son. 

— At Stuhbings, near Maidenhead, 
the wife of Walter Rice Howell Powell, 

n ,, of Malsgwynne, Carmarthenshire, 
aughter. 

26. At Bath, the wife of John Dev- 
erell, esq,, a son and heir. 

27. At Boxley-honse, Kent, the Udy 
Margaret Marsham, a son and heir. 

28. At Clifton, the wife of Major- 
Gen. Berkeley, a son. 

30. At Sneaton Castle, the wife of 
Charles Saunden, esq* a daughter. 

31. At Sedbury Park, the wife of 
Roper D. R. Roper, esq., of Heighing- 
ton, county Durham, a son. 

— At Adlington Hall, Cheshire, the 
wife of the Hon. and Rev. Augustus 
Cavendish, a son. 


JANUARY. 

10. At the Cottage, Taolow, the bon. 
Mia. FUsmauriee, a daughter. 

— At Southampton, the widow of H. 


FEBRUARY. 

1, At Hatton, Middlesex, Udy Pol- 
lock, a son. 

6. At Glevering-hall, Suffolk, the 
Hon. Mrs. Vanfieck, a daughter. 
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births. 


11* In Hertford -street, Mayfair, the 
Lady R. Greville, a son and heir. 

26. At Kotaghery, the wife of the 
Lord Bishop of Madras, a daughter. 

MARCH. 

1# At Tothill, Plymouth, the wife of 
the Rev. Sir J. H. Seymour, Bart, a 
daughter. 

— At Spencer-house, St. James’s- 
place, the wife of the Hon. R. Watson, 
a son. 

Id. The wife of the Rev. C. Montagu 
Doughty, of Theberton-hall, Suffolk, a 
son and heir. 

— At Clifton, the wife of B.T. Gas- 
kin Anderson, esq., of Tushielaw, a son 
and heir. 

16. The wife of H. N. Goddard, esq. 
of Purton-bouse, Wilts, a daughter. 

— In Charles-street, Berkeley -sq., 
the Countess of Craven, a son. 

18. At Malone-bouse, Antrim, the 
wife of William Wallace Legge, esq., a 
son and heir. 

19. At Dane-court, Kent, the wife of 
Edward Rice, esq., M.P. a daughter. 

20 . At Netberseal-hall, Leicester, the 
wife of the Rev. Sir W. Nigel Gresley, 
Bart., a daughter. 

22. In Devonshire-place, the wife of 
W. Selby Lowndes, esq., a daughter. 

23. At Cawston Rectory, the wife of 
the Rev. A. S. L. Bulwer, a son. 

— At Fawdon, Mrs. Lamb ton Lo- 
nn'ne, a son. 

25. At the Rectory, Henley, the Hon. 
Mrs. King, a son. 

27. At the Vicarage, East Brent, 
Somersetshire, the Hon. Mrs. W. T. 
Law, a son. 

28. The wife of 1. 1. Wakehurst Pey- 
ton, esq., of Wakehurst-place, and the 
Grove, Sussex, a son and heir. 

APRIL. 

2 . AtAshbourn-haIl,Derbyshire,the 
wife of the Hon. and Rev* Charles Dun- 
daa, a daughter. 

6. In Portraan-tquare, the wife of 
Charles Wynne, eaq.,jun., a son. 

10# In Connaught-place, Viscountess 
Bernard, a daughter. 

11. The wife of the Rev. C. J. Fynes 
Clinton, Rector of Cromwell, Notts, a 
son. 

13. At Seend, Wilts, the wife of W. 
H. L. Bruge esq., M.P. a daughter. 


17. At Rome, the Lady of Sir Geoige 
Baker, Bart., a son and heir. 

18. At Hilston-house, Monmouth- 
shire, the wife of George Cave, esq., a 
daughter. 

22. At the Rectory, Ewell, the lady 
of the Rev. Sir George L. Glynn, Bart, 
Vicar of Ewell, a son. 

24. At Everingham Park, Yorkshire, 
the wife of Wm. Constable Maxwell, 
esq., a son. 

— At Mangotsfield-house, the wife 
of T. P. Peterson, esq., a daughter. 

MAY. 

6. In Hamilton-place, the Countess 
of Eldon, a daughter. 

1 1. At Colombo, the wife of the Hon. 
P. Anstruther, Colonial Secretary, a son. 

24. The wife of the Rev. Gilbert 
Ainslie, D. D., Master of Pembroke- 
college, Cambridge, a son. 

JUNE. 

7. The wife of E. B. Laraont, esq., of 
the Priory, Chewton Mendip, Somerset, 
a daughter. 

16. At Pull-court, Worcester, the wife 
of William Dowdeswell, esq., M. a 
son and heir. 

13. The Hon. Mrs. Boyle, a son. 

19. In Upper Grosvenor-street, Vis- 
countess Folkestone, a son and heir. 

26. At the Deanery, the wife of the 
very Rev. Dr. Merrewether, Dean of 
Hereford, a son. 

JULY. 

7. At Dudley-house, Park-lane, the 
Marchioness of Abercorn, a daughter. 

14. At Williamstrip Park, Glouces- 
tershire, the Lady of Sir Michael H. 
Hicks Beach, a son. 

22. The wife of Arthur Annesley, esq. 
of Clifford Lodge, near Stratford-on- 
Avon, aeon. 

AUGUST. 

3. At Bromley, the wife of Sir Geoige 
Simpson, a daughter. 

6. At Gore House, Kensington, Lady 
Louisa , widow of Sir Frederick G. John- 
stone, Bart., twin sons. 

6. At Ankerwycke-house, Buckf>Mrfl. 
Hancourt, a son. 
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— At Ealington-house, Northumber- 
land, the Hon. Mrs. K. T. Liddell, a 
•on and daughter. 

7. At Wanlip-hall, Leicestershire, the 
lady of 6. Palmer, Bart., a son. 

10. At Luton, the Hon. Mrs. Mac- 
leod, of Macleod, a son. 

12. In Eaton-place, the lady of Sir 
John Rae Reid, Bart., M.P., a son. 

14. At Beckenham, Kent, the wife of 
Herbert Jenner, esq., a son and heir. 

19. At Worlinghara-hall, Viscountess 
Acheson, a son and heir. 

23. At Bradley-hall, Lancashire, the 
wife of Prideaux Selby, esq., a son and 
heir. 

29. In Euston-square, the wife of the 
Ven. Archdeacon Robinson, a daughter. 

— At Baron-hill, Lady William 
Bulkeley, a son. 

31. At Devonahi re-street, Portland- 
place, Mrs. Moreton Dyer, a son. 

SEPTEMBER. 

3. The Lady of Gordon Willoughby 
Gyll, esq., of Wirapole-street, of a son 
and heir, since christened Flemyng 
George. [Also on the 5th of May, 
1840, the same lady of a daughter.] 

4. In Hanover-square, Lady Mary 
Hood, s daughter. 

5. The lady of the Lord Bishop of 
Salisbury, a daughter. 

11. At Norwich, the lady of the Hon. 
H. Manners Sutton, a daughter. 

13. At Pittlesball Rectory, Norfolk, 
the wife of the Rev. Keneim H. Digby, 
a daughter. 

16. At Hithergreen, Lewisham, the 
Hon. Mrs. Spring Rice, a daughter. 

18. In Groavenor-crescent, the Count- 
ess of Clarendon, a daughter. 

28. At Trent-park, Lady Agneta 
Benin, a daughter. 

29. At Lisbon, Lady Howard de Wal- 
den, a son. 

OCTOBER. 

8. In Dover-street, the Hon. Mrs. 
Savile, a son. 

12. At Wychood Forest, Lady Clon- 
brock, a daughter. 

13* At Leamington, Warwickshire, 
the wife of William Plowden, esq., of 
Plowden-hsll, Salop, a daughter. 

14. In Westbourne* place, the wife of 
R. Buchanan Dunlop, esq., of Drum- 
head, county of Dunbarton, a daughter. 

Vol. LXXXIII. 


— At Arrowe-hall, Cheshire, the 
wife of J. R. Shtfwe, esq., a son and 
heir. 

15. At Shillinglee Park, Sussex, the 
Countess of Winterton, a daughter. 

17. In Eaton-sq., the wife of Charles 
Wood, esq. M.P. a son. 

20. At Fawley Court, the wife of W. 
I. Williams Freeman, esq. a son. 

23. At Downes, the wife of James 
Wentworth Buller, esq. a son. 

— At Crosswood, Cardiganshire, the 
Countess of Lisburne, a son. 

25. In Grosvenor-square, the wife of 
the Hon. F. D. Ryder, son and heir. 

NOVEMBER. 

2. At Escot, the lady of Sir J. Ken- 
naway, Bart., a daughter. 

— In Eaton-square, the wife of Robert 
Verschoyle, esq. a daughter. 

4. At Heanton SatcUville, Lady Clin- 
ton, a daughter. 

5. At Tunbridge Wells, Lady Sarah 
Taylor, a daughter. 

8. At Leamington, the wife of Joseph 
Bailey, jun., esq., M.P. a daughter. 

15. In St. Jaraes’s-sq., Lady Kather- 
ine Jermyn, a son. 

16. At Headingley-house, near Leeds, 
the Hon. Mrs. James Marshall, daughter 
of Lord Monteagle, a son and heir. 

18. At Beach Castle, Exmouth, the 
wife of Robert Holt, esq. a son and 
heir. 

21. At Minteme-house, Dorset, Lady 
Theresa Digby, a daughter. 

DECEMBER. 

1. At Leamington, the Countess of 
Airlie, a son. 

3. At York, the Countess of Eglin- 
ton, a son and heir. 

4. At Hainton Hall, Lincolnshire, the 
wife of G. F. Heneage, esq. a son. 

7. In Wilton-crescent, Lady Douglas, 
a daughter. 

9. At Ven-house, Melbourne Port, the 
wife of Sir William Coles Medlycott, 
Bart., a son. 

10. In Piccadilly, the Duchess of St. 
Alban's, a daughter. 

— Lady Louisa Alexander, a daugh- 
ter. 

11. At Boulogne, the lady of Sir 
Henry Rivers, Biart., a son. 

12. At Hare wood-house, Lady Louisa 
Cavendish, a son. 
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16. At Rock-hill, county of Donegal, 
Lady Helen Stewart, a ton. 

20. At Oxenball, the wife of Richard 
Foley Onslow, esq., a daughter. 

26. At MapeUon-house, near Win- 
canton, Mrs. Henry Fitzgerald, a son. 

27. At Brighton, the Lady Rivera, a 
daughter. 

31. At Merivale-haU, Warwick, the 
wife of William Stratford Dugdale, esq. 
M.P. a daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 

1840. 

SEPTEMBER. 

10. At Sydney, Henry Charles Capel 
Somerset, eldest son of the Hon. and 
Rev. Lord William Somerset, to Eliza- 
beth Anne, only daughter of his Excel- 
lency Major-Gen. Sir M. O’Connell, 
KC.H. 

Lately. At Ootacamund, in India, 
Hatley Frere, esq., M.S.C., nephew of 
the Right Hon. J. Hookharn Frere, to 
Theodora, daughter of the Lord Bishop 
of Madras and Mrs. Trevor Spencer, 


NOVEMBER. 

3. At St. John’s, Newfoundland, Cap. 
tain R. J. Dacres, R. Art., son of the 
late Vice-Admiral Sir R. Dacres, G.C.H., 
to Frances Brooking, only daughter of 
Henry P. Thomas, esq., merchant. 

10. At Southampton, Samuel Grey, 
esq., youngest son of the late Hon. Sir 
Geo. Grey, Bart., to Laura Mary, fourth 
daughter of Charies A* Elton, esq., and 
grand -daughter of Sir Abraham Elton, 
Bart. 

]3. At Sholden, the Rev. George 
Rainier, to Sarah, daughter of Vice- 
Admiral Sir Thomae Harvey, K.C.B., 
Kent. 

23. At 8tanmore, Charles Edmund 
Law, esq., (Rifle brigade) son of the 
Hon# Charles Ewan Law, M.P., to Lady 
Eleanor Cecil Howard, daughter of the 
Eerl of Wicklow. 

26. At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
John Simeon, esq^ eldest son of Sir 
Richard Simeon, hart., of Swains ton. 


Isle of Wight, to Jane Maria, only 
daughter of the late Sir F. Francis 
Baker, bart. 

Lately . At Cam bell town, near Fort 
George, N. Brit., W. B. Gardner, esq., 
R^A., eldest son of Major-Generic the 
Hon. W. H. Gardner, to Elisa, eldest 
daughter of Colonel Sir Alex. Ander- 
son, C.B. 


DECEMBER. 

8. At Newcastto-on-Tyne, Sydney 
Smirke, esq., of Berkely-square, te Isa# 
bella, eldest daughter of John Dob* 
•on, esq. 

10. At Stoke, Robert, eldest son of 
the Hon. Lindsey Burrell, of Stoke 
Park, Suffolk, to Sophia Jane, only ohild 
of Fred. W. Campbell, esq., of Bar- 
fa reck, N.B. 

1 7- At Liverpool, Chas. Isaac, second 
son of the late Rev. Philip Yorke, of 
Horkesley, Essex, nephew of the Earl 
Somers, to Ellen, youngest daughter 
of the late John Leigh, eoq., of Sand- 
hills. 

19. At West Ham, John Henry Pelly, 
esq., eldest son of Sir J. H. Pellv, bart., 
of Upton, Essex, to Johannah Jane, 
youngest daughter of the late John Car- 
stairs, esq., of Stratford Green. 

22. John Shaw Philips, esq., of Cnl- 
ham House, Oxon, to Anna, daughter 
of T. Duffield, esq., of Marcham Park, 
M.P. for Abingdon. 

29. At Milbrook, C. A. Balfour, 
R* Art, son of the late Colonel Balfoor, 
to Charlotte, only daughter of J. O. C. 
Read, esq., of Pen-y-Bryn, Montgo- 
meryshire, and Laverton House, Hants., 
and grand-daughter of Admiral Sir W, 
Lake, K.C.B. 

— At Marylebone, Henry James 
Baillie, esq., M.P. for Inverness-shire, 
to the Hon. Phillippa Sidney Smythe, 
eldest daughter of Viscount Strangford, 
G.C.B. 

3 1 . At Marylebone Church, Benjamin 
Whichcote, esq., eldest surviving son of 
the late Sir Thomas Whichcote, bart, 
of Aswarby Hall, Line., to Harriet# 
relict of the late W. Villieis Surtees, 
esq., of Rother House, Sussex, and Do* 
vonsbire-place. 

Lately. At Hedsor, E. H. Hossey, 
esq., of Galtrim, Meath, to the Hon. 
Frederica Maria Louisa Irby# fourth 
daughter of Lord Bostoa. 
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JANUARY. 

19. At Skirbeck, Lincolnshire, Sir 
Allan E. Bellingham, hart., of Castle 
Bellingham, Ireland, to Elizabeth, only 
child of H. Clarke, esq., of West Skir- 
beck House. 

13. At Paris, Arthur Douglass, of 
Hoaretown-park, New South Wales, 
only son of Dr. Douglass, of Havre, to 
Emily, eldest daughter of Rear-Ad- 
miral Sir Salisbury Davenport K.C.B. 

15. At Frant,Saml. Newington, Esq., 
second son of Charles Newington, 
Esq., of Highlands, Ticehurst, Sussex, 
to Georgiana Oakely Malcolm, sixth 
daughter of the late Major-General 
Alexander Beatson, of Henly, Sussex. 

19. At Eatington, Warwickshire, the 
Hon. Henry Hanbury Tracy, second son 
of Lord Sudeley, to Rosamond Shirley, 
grand-daughter of Earl Ferrers, and 
sister to Viscount Tam worth. 

— The Rev. Robert Drummond, to 
the Hon. Charlotte Olivia Elizabeth 
Strutt, daughter of Col. Strutt and the 
late Baroness Rayleigh. 

91. At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
George Eyre Brooks, esq., of Old Bond- 
street, to Mary Hannah, youngest 
daughter and coheiress of the late 
Nicb. Gerrans, esq., of East Cowes. 

26. At St George- the- Martyr, Queen- 
square, the Rev. Joseph Irvin, vicar of 
Brampton, near Scarborough, to Chris- 
tiana Louisa, daughter of Thomas Maa- 
aingberd, esq., of Beckingbam, Notts. 

— At Hackthorn, Edwin George, 
youngest son of G. R. P. Jarvis, esq., of 
Doddington Hall, Lincoln, to Frances 
Ancotts, eldest daughter of Robert Cm- 
croft, esq,, of Hack thorn and Harrington 
Hall, in the same county. 

27. At Compton Bishop, Somerset, 
H. A. 8. Payne, esq., of Hutton-court, 
to Kate, third daughter of P. Fry, esq., 
of Compton House. 

— At Churchover, Warwickshire, 
Robert Johnstone Douglas, esq., of 
Lockerby, Dumfriesshire, to Lady Jane 
Douglas, fourth daughter of the Dow- 
ager Marchioness of Queensbury. 

28. At Pattingham, Andrew Wight, 
esq n of Leamington Priors, and of Or- 
mifton, co. of East Lothian, N.B., to 


Louisa Mary Catherine, youngest daugh- 
ter of Thomas Boycott, esq., of Rudge, 
Salop. 

— At St. James's, Nathaniel, son of 
.the late Joseph Cumberlege, esq., of 
Bombay, to Sophia, widow of Gen. Brad- 
shaw, of York- terrace, Regen t’s-park. 

Lately . At Marylebone, George, 
eldest son of the late George Stephen- 
son Wintour, esq., Capt. R. N., to Har- 
riet, daughter of Lieut. Renou, R.N. 

— At Florence, Strachan J. Popham, 
esq., second son of the late Adm. Sir 
Home Popham, to Jane daughter of Col. 
A. Campbell, of Ardchatton, Argyle- 
shire. 

— At Bangalore, Gregory Haines, 
esq., Lieut. 18th M.N.L, to Jane, daugh- 
ter of Major-Gen. Sir Hugh Gough. 


FEBRUARY. 

2. At St George's, Hanover-square, 
Stewart Maijoribanks, esq., of Bushey 
Grove, Herts., to Lucy, relict of Wil- 
liam Lord Rendlesham, and daughter of 
the late E. R. Pratt, esq., of Ryston, 
Norfolk. 

— At Brighton, R. B. Williams, 
esq., of Portland-place, to Clara Mar- 
garet Westenra, third daughter of T. 
Darby Coventry, esq., of Greenlands, 
Bucks, and Kemp-town. 

— At Bristol, James Beatty, esq., of 
Rock Lodge, co. Sligo, to Margaret, 
youngest daughter of the late John 
Booth, esq., of Lava, co. Leitrim. 

8. At Hordle,the Rev. E. W. Michell, 
Bury, Sussex, to Catherine, relict of the 
Hon. T. L. Saumarez, and youngest 
daughter of Col. Vassal!, who fell at 
Monte Video. 

9. At All Souls, Langham-place, 
Henry Marshall, esq., son of the M.P., 
for Leeds, to the Hon. Miss Spring 
Rice, eldest daughter of Lord Mom- 
eagle, lately maid of honour to her 
Majesty. 

10 . At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
Viscount Alford, eldest son of Earl 
Brownlow, to Lady Marianne Margaret 
Compton, eldest daughter of the Mar- 
quess of Northampton. 

— At Cowley, Oxf. Mark, eldest son 
of Mark Noble, esq., of Fulham, to 
Elizabeth, fourth daughter of James 
Lockhart, esq. 

16. At Bab worth, Notts^ Major Eyre, 
73d regt., son of the late Vice-Aom.. 
Sir George Eyre, K.C.B., to Georgiana, 

La 
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daughter of the Hon. J, Bridge man 
Simpson. 

— At Sible Hedington, Essex, Henry 
Wood, esq., Bombay engineers, to 
Rosetta d’ Arblay, second daughter of 
the Ven. Archdeacon Burney. 

— At St. Marylebone Church, Lieut- 
Col. Kersteman, of Loftmans, Essex, 
to Frances Wentworth, second daughter 
of the late Rear-Adm* Bingham, and 
grand-daughter of the late Vice-Adm. 
Sir W. Parker, bart. 

17* The late King of Holland, the 
Count of Nassau, to the Countess of 
Oullremont, the lady for whom the aged 
monarch was content to forego the 
splendours of royalty. 

— At Clifton, Captain George Grif- 
fiths, Bengal N. Inf., son of the late 
Henry Griffiths, esq., of Beaumont 
Lodge, Berks, and nephew of Sir G. G. 
Williams, hart., to Marianne, youngest 
daughter of the late W. Rogers Law- 
rence, esq. 

— At Worfield, O. E. Johnson, esq., 
•f Upper Berkeley-street, to Catharine 
Gratia na, second daughter of the Rev. 
E. S. Davenport, of Davenport House, 
Salop. 

^ At Larabeth-palace, the Earl of 
Eglintoun and Winton, to Mrs. Howe 
Cockerell. 

18. At Ardoyne, Sir James Car- 
michael, bart., to Louisa Charlotte, 
daughter of Sir T. Butler, bart, of Bal- 
lin Temple, co. Carlow. 

— At Westminster, G. H. Lewes, 
esq., of Kensington, to Agnes, eldest 
daughter of S. Jervis, esq. M.P. 

24. David Stern, esq., of Regent’s- 
park, to Sophia, second daughter of 
A. A. Goldsmid, esq., of Cavendish- 
square. 

25. At Vienna,’ Lord Beauvale, her 
Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador to the 
court of Austria, and brother to Lord 
Meltourne, to Mademoiselle de Malt- 
zhan, daughter of the Prussian Am- 
bassador at Vienna. 

Lately . At Dubliu, James Barry, esq., 
of Ballyclough, High Sheriff of Cork, 
and eldest son of the late Major-Gen. 
Barry, to Olivia, heiress of the late F. 
Drew, esq,, of Moycollup Castle, Wa- 
terford. 

— AtHolywood, Ireland, the Hon, 
T. C. Skeffington, fourth son of Viscount 
Ferrard and the late Viscountess Mas- 
sarene, to Hon. Henrietta Catharine 
i Blackwood, daughter of the late Lord 
Dufferin and Claneboye. 


— At St. James's, Col. Money, C.B. 
of Crown Point, Norfolk, to Lady Laura 
Wal degrave, eldest daughter of the late 
James, Ear] of Waldegrave. 

— At Malta, W. Mushett, esq., of 
Millfield, near Edmonton, Middlesex, 
to Elizabeth Bonsili, daughter of the 
Prince of Gooma, in Abyssinia. 

— At Croagh, Limerick, R. Maun- 
sell, esq., 7th Fusileers, sou of the late 
Richard and Lady Catharine Maiuisell, 
to Maria, daughter of Major O’Dell, of 
the Grove. 


MARCH. 

11. At St. George's, Hanover-square, 
the Earl of Abingdon, to Lady Frede- 
rica Kerr, sixth daughter of the late 
Vice-Admiral Lord Mark Kerr, and the 
Countess of Antrim. 

— At Hambledon, Lieut.-Col. But* 
ler, eldest son of Thomas Butler, esq., 
of Bury Lodge, to Arabella, daughter 
of Rear- Adm. Dacres. 

12. John Eveleigh Wyndham, esq., 
only son of the Rev. J. H. Wyndham, 
of Corton, near Sherborne, to Eliza- 
beth Geraldine, eldest daughter of 
Lieut. -Col. Fitzgerald, of Mapperton 
House, Somerset, and Turlougli, co. 
Mayo. 

13. At BHckling, Charles William, 
eldest surviving son of Robert M&rsham, 
esq., of Stratton Strawless, Norfolk, to 
Emily Louisa, third daughter of Regi- 
nald George Macdonald, chief of Clan- 
ronald, and grand-daughter of the late 
Earl of Mount Edgecumbe. 

14. At Walton, Warwicks., Thomas 
Dyke Acland, esq., M.P., eldest son of 
Sir Thomas Byte Acland, bart., to 
Mary, eldest daughter of the late SirC. 
Mordaunt, bart. 

— At Naples, W. B. Call, esq., only < 
son of Sir W. P. Call, bart., to Laura 
Emma, youngest daughter of the late 
C. W. Gardiner, esq., of Coombe Lodge, 
Oxon. 

15. At Leamington, Charles John 
Kemeys Tynte, esq., lnte M.P. for West 
Somerset, only son of Col. Kemeys 
Tynte, of Harwell House, Somerset., 
and of Keven Mably, Glamorgansh., to 
Vincentia, daughter of the late Wallop 
Brabazon, esq , of Ruth House, co. 
Louth. 

— At St. Mary's, Bryanstone-square, 

8ir Edward Pearson, of the Queen's i 

Yeomen of the Guard, to the Hon. I 
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Alicia Hewitt, eldest daughter of Vis- 
count Liflford. 

— W. L. Bulwer esq., of Heydon 
Hall, Norfolk, to Elizabeth, youngest 
daughter of the late W. Green, esq., of 
Bryanston-square. 

— At Blendworth, the Rev. Henry 
Forster, eldest son of the late Capt. 
Henry Forster, of the 23d regt., to Ellen, 
youngest daughter of the Rear-Admiral 
Sir Michael Seymour, bar K.C.B. 

16. At Lord Dinorben’s, North Wales, 
Miss F. Stanhope, daughter of the Hon. 
Sir F. and Lady Stanhope, to Colonel 
Hughes, C.B., brother to Lord Dinor- 
ben. 

17. At St. Margaret's, Westminster, 
Sir Walter James, bart., M.P. for Hull, 
to Sarah Caroline, fifth daughter of 
Cuthbert Ellison, esq., of Whiteball- 
gardens, and Hebburn Hal), Durham. 

— At Flintbam, Sir John Charles 
Thorold, bart., to Miss Hildyard, daugh- 
ter of the late Col. Hildyard, of Flint- 
ham Halh Notts. 

18. At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
SirW. Woleton Dixie, bart., to Miss 
Loyd, youngest daughter of Lieut.-Gen. 
Sir Evan Lloyd and Lady Trimles- 
town. 

— At Haverfordwest, George Roch, 
esq., of Butter-hill, High Sheriff of 
co. Pembroke, to Martha Jane, only 
child of the late Rev. William Pro- 
theroe, of Stone Hall, Pembroke. 

— At Cambridge, the Rev. A. Tho- 
mas, third son of I. F. Thomas, esq., of 
Ration, Sussex, to Julia, second daugh- 
ter of J. Skrine, esq., of Lensfield, 
Camb., and late of civil service, Bom- 
bay. 

22. At Kinnaird Hou«e,StirIingslitre, 
James Lord Bruce, eldest son of the 
Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, to Eliza- 
beth Mary, only daughter of C. L. Cum- 
tning Bruce, M.P. for the counties of 
Elgin and Nairn. 

— At North Willingham, the Rev. 
John Bowstead, Vicar of Messingham, 
to Eliza, eldest daughter of the Bishop 
of Lincoln. • 

— At St. George's, Hanover-square, 
Ralph John Thomas Williamson, esq.- 
of Crawley, Hants., to Catherine, third 
daughter of Richard Lane, esq., de- 
ceased, and widow of the late Captain 
George Hull Sotheby. 

26. At Uplyme, William Edmund, 
second son of Sir William T. Pole, bart, 
to Margaret, daughter of Vice-Admiral 
the Hon* Sir John Talbot, K.C.B. 


. 27. At St. Margaret’s, Westminster, 
the Rev. Anthony Cottrell Lefroy, of 
Ewshott House, Hants., to Anne, daugh- 
ter of the late John Rickman, esq., of 
the House of Commons. 

— Molyneux Hyde Nepean, esq., 
eldest son of Sir M. H. Nepean, bart., 
of Loders and Bothenhampton, Dorset, 
to Isabella, only daughter of Col. Geils, 
of Dumbuck, Dumbartonshire. 

— At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
Viscount Jocelyn, eldest son of the Earl 
of Roden, to Lady Frances Elizabeth 
Cowper, youngest daughter of the late 
Earl Copper and Viscountess Palmer- 
ston. 

28. His Imperial Highness the Grand 
Duke Alexander of Russia, to the Grand 
Duchess Maria Alexandrownn, Princess 
of Wirtemburg. 

29. At Islington, John H. Mathews, 
of the Middle Temple, esq., to Jane 
Mellar, youngest daughter of Aaron 
Chapman, of Highbury Park, esq., 
M.P. 

— At Norton, Kent, the Rev. M. W. 
Watts Russell, second son of J. Watts 
Russell, esq., of Ilam Hall, Stafford, 
and Biggin House, Northamptonsh., to 
Augusta, eldest daughter of the late 
P. H. Barker, esq., of Bedford. 

— At Mamhead, Devon., Captain 
Parker, 66th regt., to the Lady Catha- 
rine C. Leslie. 

— At Chester-le-Stveet, Raleigh. 
Henry Yea, esq., second and youngest 
son of Sir Walter Yea, bart., to Ellen, 
second daughter of John Cookson, esq., 
of Whitehill. 

— At Sidmouth, Sir Edmund Saun- 
derson Prideaux, bart., of Nctherton, to 
Caroline, third daughter of the late Rev. 
James Bernard, rector of Combe Fiory. 

— At Bristol, Francis Greville Pri- 
deaux, esq., to Mary Ann, youngest 
daughter of the late Thomas Cross, 
esq., of Bristol. 

31. At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
the Right Hon. Francis Baring, M.P., 
eldest son of Sir Thomas Baring, bart., 
to the Lady Arabella Georgiana Howard, 
second daughter of the Earl of Effing- 
ham. 

— At Brighton, Captain John Vivian, 
11th Hussars, second son of Sir Hussey 
Vivian, bart, G.C.B., to Louise, only 
child of the late Henry Woodgate, esq. 

Lately. In Tipperary, Lord Cecil 
Gordon, son of the Marauess of Hunt- 
ley, to Emily, daughter of M. C. Moore, 
esq., of Mooresfort. 
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— Col. Powell, M.P. for Cardigansli., 
lo Harriott Dell Ackers, widow of Geo. 
Ackers, esq., of Moreton Hal), Cheshire. 


APRIL. 

I. At dogate, Sussex, William Ken- 
nedy, esq., Lieut. R.N., to Georgiana, 
fourth daughter of the late Hon. Sir 
Charles Paget. 

17. At Calcutta, Capt. Biddulph, son 
of the lute Sir Theophilus Biddulph, 
hart., to Hannah Sarah, eldest daugh- 
ter of Dr. Nathaniel Wallich, of the 
H. E. I. C. Botanic Garden, Calcutta. 


MAY. 

I. At Hungerton, Leicestershire, W. 
A. Pochin, esq., of Barkby Hall, to 
Agnes Eliza, only daughter of W. A. 
Ashby, esq., of Quenby Hall. 

3. At Sopley, Ringwood, Hants., the 
Rev. J. Frobisher, of Harberton, Devon., 
to Mary A. Catherine, eldest daughter 
of George J. B. J. Willis, esq., of Sopley 
Park. 

4. At Edinburgh, Lieut.-Co1. W. H. 
Cornwall, Coldstream Guards, to Louisa 
Grace, second daughter of the Right 
Hon. Lord Robert Kerr. K H., &c. 

3. At Langford, the Rev. Alleyne, 
third son of Sir Henry FUx-Herbert, 
hart., to Angelina, third daughter of 
the late James Haffenden, esq., of 
Langford Hall, Notts., and Tenterden, 
Kent. 

— At Port Louis, Walter Warde, esq., 
74th regt., son of the late Gen. Sir 
Henry Warde, G.C.B., to Augusta, 
daughter of his Excellency Sir Lionel 
Smith, hart. G.C.B. 

0 . At All Saint’s Church, Southamp- 
ton, H. F. K. Holloway, esq., of March - 
wood House, near Southampton, High 
Sheriff of the co. of Hants., to Mary- 
Ann, eldest daughter of P. Breton, esq., 
of Polygon House, Southampton. 

10. At Shanbally Castle, the seat of 
Lord Lismore, Henry Prittie, esq., 
eldest son of the Hon. F. A. Prittie, to 
the Hon. Anne O’Callaghan, only daugh- 
ter of Viscount Lismore. 

II. At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
W. M. Tuflhell, esq., second son of 
J. J. Tuffnell, esq., of Langleys, 
Chelmsford, to Eliza Isabella, eldest 
daughter of Sir John T. Tyrrell, bart, 
M.P., 


— At Condover, Shropshire, William 
George Rose, esq., eldest son of Wil- 
liam Rose Rose, esq., of Harleston Park, 
co. Northampton, to Charlotte, daugh- 
ter of the late E. B. Blackburn, esq., 
Chief Justice of the Mauritius. 

— At York, Arthur Newcomen, Roy. 
Horse Art, to Teresa, only daughter of 
H. Vansittart and the Hon. Lady Tur- 
ner, of Kirkleatham, Yorkshire. 

13. At St George’s, Hanover-square, 
the Hon. and Rev. Augustus Duo- 
combe, to the Lady Harriet Douglas, 
daughter of the late Marquess of 
Queensberry. 

15. At River, near Dover, John Mr. 
Fector, eaq., M.P., for Maidstone, to 
Isabella, only child of the late Major* 
Gen. John Murray, 

— The Hon. and Rev. Gerard Noel, 
Canon of Winchester, to Susan, youngest 
daughter of the late, and sister of tbs 
present. Sir John Kennaway, bart, of 
Escot, Devon. 

18. The Rev. S. H. Macaulay, Rector 
of Hodnet, Shropshire, to Mary, only 
daughter of the late Rev. Reginald 
Heber, of Hodnet Hall, widow of the 
Rev. C. C. Cholmondeley. 

— At St George’s, Hanover-square, 
8ir William Heathcote, bart, of Hurs- 
ley, co. Southampton, to Selina, eldest 
daughter of Evelyn John Shirley, esq., 
of Lower Eating ton, co. Warwick. 

19. At Brighton, the Rev, George 
Thackeray, Rector of Hemingby, Uiwu, 
to Martha Mary, only child of the 
late John Brydges, esq., of Leices- 
ter. 

20. At Everton, John T.W. Aspinall* 
erq., of Standen Hall, Lancashire, to 
Elinor, youngest daughter of Nicholas 
Aspinall, esq., of Everton, Liverpool. 

91. At Weymouth, Melville Gore 
Beckwith Browne, esq., 41st regt., son 
of Col. Melville Browne, to Louisa 
Leonora, youngest daughter of Sir 
George Thomas, bart 


JUNE. 

1. At Teddington, John George 
Ramsden, esq., of Norfolk- street, Pfcrk- 
lane, to Sarah, eldest daughter of the 
late William Jones Burdett, esq., and 
niece to Sir Francis Burdett, bart 
— At Rudding Park, Yorkshire, Sir 
George Annytage, bart, to EIi» Ma- 
tilda Mary, second daughter of Sir 
Joseph Radcliife, hart 
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— Jacobian Maria Sophia, eldest 
daughter of Sir Joseph Hadcliffe, to 
Samuet James, eldest son of William 
Williams Brown, esq., of Chapel Al- 
lerton. 

3. At Grace Dieu Manor, Leices- 
tersh., Henry B. G. Whitgreave, esq., 
eldest son of G. T. Whitgreave, esq., of 
Moseley* court, Staffordshire, and Eaton- 
square, to Henrietta Maria Clifford, 
daughter of the late Hon. Thomas 
Clifford, youngest son of Hugh, fifth 
Lord Clifford. 

5. At St. Bride’s, Fleet-street, Edw. 
Graham, second son of Sir Robert 
Graham, hart., of Esk, Cumberland, to 
Mrs. Henderson, widow of Charles Hen- 
derson, esq., of St. JohnVterrace, 
Oxford. 

8. At Aston, Herts., Charles Stanley, 
esq., cousin of the Earl of Derby, to 
Elizabeth Rosamond, widow of R. H. 
Stanhope, esq. Comm. R. N. 

11. At Yester House, Haddingtonsh., 
Lady Louisa Hay, third daughter of the 
Marquess of Tweeddalc, to R. B. W. 
Ramsay, esq., of Whitchill, M.P. 

12. At Calcutta, the Hon. H. F. H. 
Perry, third son of the late Lord Glent- 
worth, and grandson of the Earl of 
Limerick, to Amelia Mary, second 
daughter of Capt. Rowland Money, 
R.N.C.B. 

14. At Dublin, Henry Leader, esq., 
son of the late Nicholas Philpot Leader, 
of Dromagh Castle, Cork, esq., M.P., to 
Maria, only child of J. B. Miller, 
of Dublin, esq., one of her Majesty's 
Counsel, and niece of the Right. Hon. 
the Master of the Rolls. 

22. At the Duke of Bedford’s, Bel- 
grave-square, Edw. A. Sanford, esq., 
M.P. for West Somerset, to the Lady 
Caroline Stanhope, sister of the Earl of 
Harrington. 

24. At St. Marylebone, Robert Ris- 
ing, esq., of Worcester, to Mary, eldest 
daughter of Thomas Hawkes, esq., M.P. 
for Dudley. 

— At Morval, the Rev. Gerald P. 
Carew, youngest son of the late Right 
Hon. Reginald P. Carew, of Antony, to 
Harriet Eliza, eldest daughter of John 
Buller, esq., of Morval. 

27. At the Catholic chapel, Dover, 
the Princess Isabella Fernandina Josefa, 
daughter of Don Francisco de Paulo 
Borbon, to the Count Ignatius Ge- 
rowskf. 

29. At St Geoige’ft, Hanover-square, 

the Right Hon. Lord Headley, to Maria 


Margaret, eldest daughter of the late 
Major D’Arley. 

— The Rev. James Gisborne, third 
son of the Rev. Thomas Gisborne, of 
Yoxhall Lodge, Staff, and Preb. of Dur- 
ham, to Charlotte Frances Trevelyan, 
third daughter of the Dowager Lady 
Carrington, and grand-daughter of the 
late Sir John Trevelyan, hart. 

— At Dublin, the Rev. J. A. Etner- 
ton, M.A., of Hanwell, Middlesex, to 
Mary-John, daughter of the late Major 
John Rogerson Wolseley, and niece of 
the Rev. Sir R. Wolseley, bart 

30. At Aberdeen, John Michel], esq., 
of Forcett Hall and Glassell, to Jane 
Young, only daughter of Rear-Adm. Sir 
Arthur Farquhar. 

Lately. At Weston -under- Penyard, 
Hereford, Richard Cobbett, esq., of 
Manchester, youngest son of the late 
William Cobbett, M.P., to Jane, eldest 
daughter of William Palmer, esq., of 
Bollitree, Hereford. 


JULY. 

1. At Chester, John Whitehall Pod, 
esq., of Cloverly, Shropshire, to Ann 
Caroline, daughter of the Ven. Arch- 
deacon Wrangham. 

6. At Southampton, Capt. E. Jones, 
of Wrexham, to Caroline, eldest daugh- 
ter of the late Capt. Peter Rainier, 
R.N.C.B. of Southampton. 

8. At St. Marylebone, Lieut-Coi. the 
Hon. Edw. Bootle Wilbraham, Cold- 
stream Guards, to Emily, fourth daugh- 
ter of James Ramsbottom, esq., of 
Clewer Lodge, Berks. 

9. At Prince Edward’s Island, the 
Hon. K. Stewart Commander of H.M.S. 
Ringdove, brother to the Earl of Gal- 
loway, to Mary Caroline, only daughter 
of his Excellency Sir Charles Fitxroy, 
and niece to the Duke of Richmond. 

10. At St. George *6, Hanover-square, 
the Right Hon. Lord Cremorne, to Au- 
gusta, second daughter of Edward Stan- 
ley, esq., and Lady Mary Stanley. 

12. At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
Viscount Villiers, M.P., eldest son of 
the Earl and Countess of Jersey, to Miss 
Peel, eldest daughter of the Right Hon. 
Sir R. Peel, Bart. 

13. At Zante, William Edmonstone, 
esq., R.N., second son of the late Sir 
Charles Edmonstone, hart., to Mary 
Eliza, eldest daughter of Mmor T. W. 
Parsons, resident of that island. 
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14. Win. Chapman, esq., of Southill, 
Westmeath, to Louisa, third daughter 
of the late Arthur Vansittart, esq., of 
Shottesbrook, Berks. 

15. At St. George’s, llanovcr-square, 
the Rev.Lovick Cooper, of Empingham, 
Rutland, to Harriette, niece of the late 
David Ricardo, esq., M.P., of Gat- 
combe Park, Gloucestersh. and eldest 
sister of Lewis Ricardo, esq., M.P. for 
Stoke. 

— At Putney, the Rev. Aislabie 
Ommanney,M.A., vicar of Chew Magna, 
Somersetshire, to Anna Catherine, only 
daughter of George G. de H. Larpent, 
esq., M.P., of Roehampton, Surrey. 

— At Upper Bullingham, Hereford- 
shire, Charles Barr, esq., of Leeds, 
banker, to Sophia, daughter of the late 
M* Daniell, esq., and niece of the late 
Right Hon. Apphia Lady Lyttleton. 

20. At Minto House, near Hawick, 
N. B., Lord J. Russell, M.P., Secretary 
of State for the Colonial Department, 
to Lady Frances Anna Maria Elliot, 
second daughter of the Earl of Minto. 

21. At Marylebone, Mr. Serjt. Gase- 
lee, eldest son of the late Mr. Justice 
Gaselee, to Alicia Mary, eldest daughter 
of the late Sir John Tremayne Rodd, 
K.C.B., Vice- Ad m. of the White. 

— At Uttoxeter, the Hon. Richard 
Cavendish, brother of Lord Waterpark, 
to Elizabeth Maria Margaret, only child 
of Thomas Hart, esq., and niece of Sir 
Thomas Cotton Sheppard, hart. 

23. At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
H. P. Hope, esq., to Mary Sophia, 
youngest daughter of the late T. Dic- 
kenson, esq. 

26. At the Viceregal Lodge, Dublin, 
his Excellency Earl Fortescue, to the 
Dowager Lady Somerville. 

30. At Cheltenham, Col. Sir Charles 
Shaw, third son of the late Charles 
Shaw, esq., Ayr, to Louisa Hannah, only 
daughter of the late Major Martin 
Curry, 67th regt. 

Lately* At St. George’s, Hanover- 
square, Capt. Blanckley, R.N., (late of 
H. M.S. Pylades), to Sarah, eldest 
daughter of the late Sir George Nayler, 
Garter King at Arms. 

— At Granton, Morton Cary, esq., 
barrister-at-law, and solicitor of excise, 
to Emily* daughter of Lord Robert 
Kerr. 

_ At Kilmacrenan, Ireland, Dr. 
MoUot, to Augustin, only daughter of 
the late Col. Macneill, of Collonsay, 
»nd Lady Anne Hasting* 


— At Marylebone, Capt. the Hon. 
Frederick Pelham, R.N., brother to the 
Earl of Chichester, to Ellen, daughter 
of Rowland Mitchell, esq M of Upper 
Harley-street. 

— At Rathhaspack, Wexford, R. 
Whelan, esq., of Corkagh, Dublin, to 
Frances, daughter of Captain Reade, of 
Springhill, Wexford, and niece to Sir 
Astley Cooper, hart. 


AUGUST. 

3. At St. John’s Church, Roundbay, 
Thomas ShifTner, esq., third son of Sir 
George ShifTner, bart., of Coombe, j 
Sussex, to Mary, second daughter of 
James Browne, esq., of Harehills-grove, 
near Leeds. 

— At New St. Pancras Church, the 
Rev. Theodore Bouens, to the Lady 
Julia Lambart, youngest daughter of the 
late Viscount Kilcoursie, and sister to 
the Earl of Cavan. 

4. At Portsmouth, Commander the 
Hon. Edward A Harris, R.N., second son 
of Lord Malmesbury, to Emma Wylly, 
youngest daughter of Capt. Chambers, 
of H.M.S. Monarch. 

9. At Caboul Lieut. J. L. D. Sturt, to 
Miss A. Sale, youngest daughter of 
Major-Gen. R. Sale, K.C.B. 

11. At Delgaty Castle, Miss Duff, 

daughter of Gen. the Hon. Sir Alex- 
ander Duff, of Delgaty, to Lewis 
Ricardo, esq., M.P. for Stoke -upon* | 

Trent. 1 

— At St. James’s, Robert William 
Gaussen, esq., of Brookman’s Park, 

High Sheriff of Hertfordsh., to Eliza- 
beth Christian, youngest daughter of 
James A. Casainajor, esq. 

— At Edinburgh, William Burge, 
esq., one of her Majesty’s Counsel at 
Jamaica, to Margaret, daughter of the 
late Rev. Archibald Alison, B.C.L. 

Preb. of Sarum. 

12, At Cork, Major John Jackson 

Lowth, 38th regt, third son of the late 
Rev. Robert Lowth, and grandson of 
Bishop Lowth, to Catherine, youngest 
daughter of the late Richard Hull 
Lewis, esq., of Kinsale, and widow 
of J. Sandy s, esq., of the same 
place. j 

20. At Greenwich, the Rev. Charles | 

Manners Richard Norman, nephew to < 

the Duke of Rutland, to Caroline I 

Amelia, eldest daughter of John An* 
genteio, esq., of Woodlands. 
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— At Dawlish, John Craigie, esq., 
to Christina Maitland, eldest daughter 
of the late Charles Grant, esq. and niece 
of the late Right Hon. Sir W. Grant, 
Master of the Rolls. 

25. At Farnham, the Rev. William 
Henry Ridley, Rector of Hambledon, 
Bucks., to Sophia Albertina, second 
daughter of the Lord Bishop of Win- 
chester. 

28. At Corshatn, Peter Hooper, esq., 
of Easton House, Wilts., to Frances 
Emily, only daughter of Edmund George 
Freame, esq. 

31. AtFareham, Hants., Lieut. S. Y. 
Brown, R.N., to Barbara Whalley 
Sroyttae, second daughter of Sir J. W.S. 
Gardiner, hart., of Rochecourt, Hants. 

— At St. James’s, R. Longfieid, esq., 
of Longueville, Cork, to Jemima Lucy 
Birch, the second daughter of Wyrley 
Birch, esq., of Wretbam Hall, Norfolk. 


SEPTEMBER. 

2. At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
John Stephen Robinson, esq., eldest son 
of Sir R. Robinson, to Sarah Bridget, 
only daughter of Anthony Denny, esq., 
of Barham wood, Herts., and grand- 
daughter of Lord Colling wood. 

— At Rotberfield, Octavius Omraan- 
ney, esq., of Norfolk-street, son of the 
late Sir Francis M. Ommanney, to 
Helen, third daughter of the Rev. Robt. 
Gream, Rector of Rotberfield, Sussex. 

4. At St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
William, only son of the Rev. Richard 
Vavasour, Rector of Stow, Glouc., to 
Caroline, second daughter of the late 
Lieut«-Gen. Sir Henry M. M. Vavasour, 
hart. 

6. At the Roman Catholic Chapel, 
Brighton, and afterwards at Hove, Sus- 
sex, Charles William Edward Jeraing- 
ham, esq., to Emma, youngest daughter 
of the late Evan Roberts, esq., of Grove 
House, Surrey. 

*— At Hanover, Bridges Taylor, esq., 
of her Majesty's Office for Foreign 
Affairs, fourth son of Edward Taylor, 
*sq«, formerly of Bifrons, Kent, to 
Emily Alice, third daughter of his Ex- 
cellency, Gen. Sir Hugh Halkett, &c. 

7. Cecil Fane, esq., to Harriett Anne, 
only daughter of the late Vice-Adm. 
tbe Hon. Sir Henry Blackwood, bart, 
KXJ.B. and G.C.H. 

13* At Dublin, William De Courcey 
O'Grady, esq*, eldest ion of tbe O'Grady 


of Kilballyowen, Limerick, to Anna, 
only daughter of Thomas Derinzy, esq., 
of Clobemon Hall, Wexford. 

— At Kilkenny, Tankerville William 
Chamberlain, esq., to Margaret, daugh- 
ter of the Ven. the Archdeacon of 
Ossory. 

14. At Caverebam, Capt James Dol- 
phin, late of tbe rifle brigade, to Agnes, 
daughter of Wm. Crawshay, esq., of 
Caversbam, Oxfordsh., and Cyfarthfa 
Iron Works, Glamorganshire. 

16. At St. George’s, Bloombury, John 
Hancock Hall, esq., Barrister-at-Law 
and Fellow of Trin. Hall, Camb., eldest 
Bon of the Rev. J, H. Hall, of Risley 
Hall, Derb., to Laura, daughter of the 
late Mr. Justice Gaselee. 

— At Sr. George ’8 Hanover-square, 
Roderick Mackenzie, esq., of Flower- 
burn floss-shire, to Caroline, youngest 
daughter of the late Robert Nichol- 
son, esq., of Bradley Hall, co. Dur- 
ham. 

18. At Sudeley, near Tonbridge, 
Charles Dashwood Bruce, esq., nephew 
of the Earl of Elgin, to the Hon. 
Harriet Elizabeth Pitt, sister of Lord 
Rivers. 

21. At Greenwich, Lord Henry Rua- 
sell, seventh son of the late Duke of 
Bedford, to Miss Henrietta Maria Stop- 
ford, third daughter of the Hon. Adm. 
Sir Robert Stopford, G.C.B. 

— At Ampthill, Beds., Sir Mat- 
thew White Ridley, bart., of Blagdon, 
Northumberland, to Cecilia Anne, eldest 
daughter of the Right Hon. Baron 
Parke. 

— At Rockliffe, James Robert Grant, 
esq., eldest son of Sir J. Grant, K.H. 
and Knigbt of St. Anne, of the Hill, 
Cumberland, to Jane Eleanor, daughter 
of John Dixon, esq., of Knells, same 
county. 

— At Ratbfarnbam, Francis Ellis, 
esq., third son of the late Thomas Ellis, 
esq., Master in Chancery, and M.P. for 
Dublin, to Louisa, second daughter of 
the late Sir W. MacMahon, bart.. Mas- 
ter of the Rolls in Ireland. 

— At Arndiffe, Yorkshire, Thomas 
Meynell, esq., jun., of Kilvington Hall, 
to Jane, eldest daughter of William 
Mauleverer, esq., of Arndiffe Hall. 

— At Llandyfnan, Anglesey, Major 
the Hon. Charles Crespigney Vivian, 
eldest son of Lieut.-Gen. Lord Vivian, 
to Mary Elisabeth, eldest daughter and 
heiress of the late Jones Panton, jun«, 
esq., of Ross Gwynn f Anglesey* 
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22. At Southampton, the Hon. Chas 
Henry Boyle, second son of the Earl of 
Shannon, to Catherine Sophronia Jane, 
eldest surviving daughter of James 
Ede esq., of Ridgway Castle, near 
Southampton, 

33. The Hon. E. R. Littleton, only 
son of Lord Hatberton, to Lady Mar- 
garet Percy, youngest daughter of the 
Earl of Beverley. 

— At Melton Mowbray, the Hon. 
and Rev. W. Powys, to Charlotte, fourth 
daughter of Richard Norman, esq., and 
niece to the Duke of Rutland. 

— At Bathwick, Major George Wil- 
lock, K.L.S., to Caroline Elizabeth, 
youngest daughter of the late Rev. 
Richard Woodward, D.D., and grand- 
daughter of Richard, Lord Bishop of 
Cloyne. 

24. At Sherborne Minster, the Rev. 
Arthur G.8. Shirley, Vicar of Stinsford, 
Dorset, and youngest son of the late 
Evelyn Shirley, esq., of Eatington Park, 
Warwicksb.) to Georgians Emily, second 
daughter of the Rev. William Cookson. 

29. At St. Mary’s, Bryanston-square, 
Sir Robert Charles Dallas, hart., to the 
Hon. Frances Henrietta, relict of Chas. 
Des Voeux, esq., (eldest son of Sir 
Charles Des Voeux, hart.,) and youngest 
daughter of the late Lord Ellenborongb. 

30. At Dublin, the Very Rev. Henry 
Barry Knox, Rector of Hadleigh, anil 
co-Dean, of Booking, second son of the 
late Right Hon. George Knox, to Jane, 
eldest daughter of the late Hon. and 
Rev. Arthur Vesey, of Knapton, and 
niece of the Viscount De Vesci. 


OCTOBER. 

3. At Lyme Regis, Dorset, George 
Denis O'Kelly Templar, esq., of Lyme 
Regis, fourth son of James Templar, 
esq*, of Bridport, to Caroline Wilhel- 
saina, eldest daughter of Col. Sir Dud- 
ley St. Leger Hill, C.IL, K.T.S., of 
High Cliff House, Lyme Regis. 

4. At Dublin, Capu Nugent, 36th 
regt., son of Andrew Nugent, esq., of 
portaferry, Down, and nephew of the 
Viaoount De Vesci, to the Viscountess 
Bangor, widow of Viscount Bangor, of 
CasUeward, Down, and sister of Lord 
Farnhsm. 

5. At SL George's, Hanover-square, 
Robert King, esq., of Cheater-street, to 
Katharine Frances, eldest daughter of 
lieut-Geo* Sir W. C. Eustace, K.C4L 


— At Gillingham, George Black, 
esq., Capt. in the Royal Canadian Rifles, 
to Louisa Philips, third daughter of 
Capt. Sir John Marshall, C.B., Gilling- 
ham House, Kent. 

6. At Brighton, Anthony S. Greene, 
esq., to Ann, daughter of Sir John 
Bateman, and widow of Gen. Butler. 

— At Geneva, the Rev. Fred. Ro- 
bertson, to Ellen, third daughter of Sir 
Geo. W. Denys, hart., and niece to the 
late Earl of Pomfret. 

8. At West Farleigh, Kent, Capt. 
Fitz Herbert, Rifle Brigade, second son 
of Sir Henry Fitz Herbert, bart, of 
Tiseington Hall, Derbyshire, to Ellen 
Margaret, only daughter of James Hep- 
burn, esq. , of Tovil-place, Kent. 

.9. At St George's, Hanover-square, 
Sir Hugh Hume Campbell, of March- 
mont, tort, M.P., to Juliana Rebecca, 
only daughter of Lieut-Gen. Sir J. 
Fuller, G.C.H. 

14. Charles Frere, esq., second son 
of James Hatley Frere, e«q., to Char- 
lotte Vansittart, second daughter of the 
Rev. Edward Neale, rector of Taplow, 
Bucks. 

15. At St. Marylebone, Vice-Adm. 
the Lord Colville, to the Hon. Ann Law, 
sister to Lord Ellenborough. 

19. At Marylebone, Thomas Neville 
Abdy,esq.,of Albyns, Essex, to Harriot, 
second daughter of Rowland Alston, 
esq., of Pishiobury, Hertfordshire. 

— At Wortley, the Rev. G.C. Bulke- 
ley, vicar of Southminster, Essex, to 
Caroline Albinia, daughter of the Ven. 
Stuart Corbett, D.D., Archdeacon of 
York. 

— At Weymouth, Walker Busfield, 
esq., of Milnerfield, near Bingley, York- 
shire, to Emma, daughter of Edmund 
Broderip, esq., of Weymouth and Cos- 
sington, Somerset. 

35. At St. George's, Viscount Camp- 
den, eldest son of the Earl of Gains- 
borough, to Lady Ida Hay, daughter of 
the Earl and Countess of Erroll. 

26. At Sberington, William, eldest 
eon of Sir William Millman, hart, of 
Pinner Grove, Middlesex, to Matilda 
Frances, eldest daughter of the Rev. 
John Prettyman, of Sberington, Bucks. 

— At Florence, Captain Brunswick 
Popham, R.N., son of the late Admiial 
Sir Home Popham, to Susan, eldest 
daughter of Patrick Murray, esq., Ar- 
thurstone, Perthshire. 

— At St Mary’s Isle, the Hon. 
Gbarlee Hope, M.P., third son of the 
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late Earl of Hopetoun, to Lady Isabella 
Helen Douglas, eldest daughter of the 
late Earl of Selkirk. 

27. At Acton Burnell Hall, Shrop- 
shire, Arthur Janies Netterville, esq., 
of Crencerath, Meath, to Constantin 
Frances, second daughter of Sir Edward 
Smythe, bart. 


NOVEMBER. 

11. At St. George's, Hanover-square, 
Lord Walpole, eldest son of the Earl of 
Orford, to Harriet Beilina Frances, 
only child of the Hon. Sir Fleetwood B. 
K. Pellew, C.B. and K.C.H., and Lady 
Pellew. 

13. At Dover, according to the rites 
of the Church of Englana, and also of 
the Church of Rome, Thomas Daly, esq., 
son of the late Dominick Daly, esq., of 
GAlway, to Amelia, daughter of the late 
Sir Benjamin Hobhouse, bart. 

18. At Clifton, the Rev. W. H. 
Brookfield curate of St. James’s, Picca- 
dilly, to Jane Octavia, youngest daugh- 
ter of C. A. Elton, esq., eldest son of 
Sir Abraham Elton, bart., of Cleveland 
Court, Somerset. 

20. At St. George’s, Hanover-squaro, 
W. Beckett, esq., M.P., of Kirkstall 
Grange, near Leeds, to Frances Adeline 
Meynell, sister to Hugo C. Meyncll 
Ingram, esq., of Temple Newsham, 
Yorkshire, and Hoar Cross Hall, Staf- 
fordshire. 

22. At Marylebone, John, eldest eon 
of John Thornton, esq., of Clapham, 
Surrey, to Harriet Sarah, youngest 
daughter of the late Right Rev. Regi- 
nald Heber, Bishop of Calcutta. 

23. At Mount Melville, N.B., Sir 
David Dundas, bart., of Beech wood, to 
Catherine Margaret, eldest daughter of 
John Whyte Melville, esq., of Bennochy 
and Strathkinoess, and Lady Catherine 
Whyte Melville. 

— At Edinburgh, Sir James T. G. 
Craig, bart., of Riccartoo, to Jane, 
second daughter of 8ir J. P. Grant, of 
Rothiemurchua, and widow of Col. Pen- 
nington of the Bengal artillery. 

— At Marylebone, Henry William, 
third son of the late Zachary Macaulay, 
esq., and late British Commissary Judge 
at Sierra Leone, to Margaret, fourth 
daughter of Lord and Lady Denman. 

30. At St. George’s, Hanover-equare, 
Edward Houndlc, esq., of the Adj.- 
Genenl’s Office, Horse-Guards, to Entity 


Christine, younger daughter of the late 
Gen. Sir Samuel Hawker, G.C.H. 

— At Layham, Colonel Blagrove, of 
Colcot Park, Berks., to Georgians, 
daughter of the late Sir William Rowley, 
bart., of Tendring Hall, Suffolk. 


DECEMBER. 

9. At Chad deaden, Lorenzo Kirkpa* 
trick Hall, esq., to Emma Selina, sister 
of E. M, Mundy, esq., M.P., of Shipley 
Hall, Derbyshire. 

14. At Sarsden, Oxfordshire, John 
Raymond Barker, esq., of Tanford Park, 
Gloucestershire, to the Lady Katharine 
Moreton, youngest daughter of the late 
Earl of Ducie. 

15. At St. George's, Hanover-square, 
Sir Arthur Brinsley Brooke, bart., M.P., 
to the Hon. Henrietta Anson, late Maid 
of Honour to the Queen, and youngest 
daughter of Gen. Sir George Anson, 
G.C.B. , Groom of the Bedchamber to 
his Royal Highness Prince Albert. 

— At Little Horkesley, Essex, the 
Rev. Markham Mills, son of the late 
Rev. H. F. Mills, and grandson of the 
late Archbishop of York, to Elizabeth 
Matilda, second daughter of Charles 
Rooke, esq., of Westwood House, near 
Colchester. 


PROMOTIONS. 


1840. 


DECEMBER. 


Gazbttb Pbomotiohs. 

4. Commodore Charles Napier, to be 
K.C.B. 

7. Sir George Rose, kat, to be one 
of the Masters in Ordinary of the High 
Court of Chancery, nice Lord Henley. 

14. John Hamilton, Earl of Stair, to 
be Keeper of the Seal In Scotland. 

16. Robert Scbomburgk, esq., to be 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner tor survey- 
ing and marking oat the boundaries of 
British Guiana* 
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wood ; and, when his regulation- time li 
Members returned to Parliament. completed, L. S. A. Dennis. 


Carlow County . — Henry Bruen, esq. 
Mayo County . — Mark Blake, esq. 


Ecclesiastical Preferments. 

Rev. R. Daly to be Dean of St Pa- 
trick's. 

Rev. G. P. Burney, D.D., to be Arch- 
deacon of St. Alban’s. 

Rev. F. B. Twisleton, D.C.L., to be 
a Canon Residentiary of Hereford. 

Rev. W. Gresley to be an Hon. Canon 
in Lichfield Cathedral. 

Rev. W. J. Philpotts to be Precentor 
of Exeter. 


Ecclesiastical Preferments. 

Rev* H. E. Manning, to be Arch- 
deacon of Chichester. 

Rev. W. A. Shirley, to be Archdeacon 
of Derby. 

Rev. R. J. Wilber force, to be Arch- 
deacon of the East Riding of Yorkshire. 

Rev. T. Brown, to be a Canon of 
Chichester. 

Rev. J. R. Hughes, to be a Canon of 
Chichester. 

Rev. W. Kirby, to be an Honorary 
Canon of Norwich. * 


1841. 

JANUARY. 

Gazette Promotions. 

23. Robert Bell, esq., advocate, to be 
Sheriff Depute of Berwickshire. 

25. Knighted, George Simpscn, esq., 
Governor of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany’s Settlements ; and Robeit Hors- 
ford, esq., Solicitor-gen. of Antigua. 

— Royal Artillery, — Brevet-Major 
Edw. Sabine, to be Lieut«-Col. 


Naval Promotions. 

To be Captains,— G. Manse! , A. L* 
Kuper. 

The following Promotions are in con- 
sequence of the operations on the coast 
of Syria : — 

To be Captains, W • Luckraft, T. Hen- 
derson, F. D. Hastings, Q, Hathorn, 
L* T v Jones, F. Li&rdet, S. Hope, R. F. 
Stopford, H. J. Worth, R. S. Robinson ; 
and, when they shall have completed 
the time required by the regulation, 
T. L. Massie, W. J. Williams, and the 
Hon, G. J. B. Elliot. 

To be Commanders, W. Clark, H. P. 
Bingham, C. C. Burkett, G. Lowe, W. 
H. Hall, J.Batt, W. Maitland, W. F. 
GlanvUle, R. H. Elliot, T. Stuart. D. 
Curry, T- Brown, J. Fulford, John 
Russell (6), G. N. Broke, W. K. Ste- 
phens, C. E. E* Patey, C. 1 hompson, 
8. Grenfell, G. Giflard, and E. P.Charle- 


FEBRUARY. 

Gazette Promotions. 

1 1 . Knighted. Thomas Erskine Perry, 
esq., a Judge of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature at Bombay. 

15. John Forbes, esq., M.D. F.R.S., 
(Physician Extraordinary to Prince Al- 
bert), to be Physician inOrdinary to 
her Majesty's household. 

16. Charles Waybrow Ligar, to be 
Surveyor-gen. of New Zealand. 

19. James Annesley, esq. (late Con- 
sul at Barcelona) to be Consul at Am- 
sterdam; John Story Penlease, esq. (late 
Consul at Amsterdam) to be Consul at 
Barcelona; Henry Augustus Cowper, 
esq. (late Consul at Pari) to be Consul 
at Pernambuco. 

— Royal Engineers, Capt- and Bre- 
vet-Major Anth. Marshall to be Lieut- 
Col.,ntce Sir Frederick Smith, appointed 
Inspector-gen. of Railways. 

20. Walter William Lewis, esq., to 
be Commissary Judge ; Michael Un- 
ning Melville, esq., to be Commissioner 
of Arbitration ; and Charles Brooke 
Bi dwell, esq., to be Registrar to the 
Mixed British and Foreign Courts esta- 
blished at Sierra Leone for the sup- 
pression of the Slave Trade. 

22- Willoughby Sbortland,esq., U> be 
Colonial Secretary at New Zealand- 
25. The Earl of Thaoet sworn Lord 
Lieutenant and Gustos Rafculorum of 
Kent. 

— Robert Ke&te, esq., to be Serjeant- 
Surgeon in Ordinary to her Muesty. . 

26- 11th Foot, Major B*V, Derinxy, 

to be lieuL-Col. 
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— Brevet-Major H. K. Bloomfield, 
to be Mqjor. 

— Brevet-Major T. W. O. M'Niven, 
to have the local rank of Lieut.-Col. on 
a particular service. 

— Staff, fJeut-Col. John Bazalgette, 
to be Dep. Quartennaster-gen. in Nova 
Scotia. 

— John Hall, M.D., to be Surgeon 
to the Forces. 


Members returned to Parliament. 

Canterbury . — Hon. G. P. S. Smythe. 
Cavan County. — H. J. Clements, esq. 
Dysart , tyc. Burgh*. — ^ Lieut.-Col. 
Robt. Ferguson, jun., of Raitb. 
Monmouthshire. — C. O. S. Morgan, 

"W* , — Viscount Eastnor. 

Richmond* — Hon. Geo. W. Pita Wil- 
liam. 

St. Alban 1 *.— The Earl of Listowel. 
Surrey (East). — Edmund Antrobus, 
esq. 

kVoltoll . — J ohn N. Gladstone, esq. 


Marc Brunei, esq. ; and Arnold James 
Knight, M.D. of Sheffield. 

— Joseph T. Crawford, esq., to be 
Consul at Tampico. 

Lieut.-Col. Sir W. M. G. Cole- 
brooke, knL, to be Lieut.-Govemor of 
New Brunswick and its dependencies. 


Member returned to Parliament. 

King's County .—Andrew Armstrong, 
esq. 

Ecclesiastical Preferments. 

Rev. Frederick Twisleton, D.C.L., to 
be a Canon of Hereford. 

The Hon. and Rev. E. Keppel, the 
Hon. and Rev. E.Pellew, the Rev. Edw. 
Edwards, and the Rev. Joseph Cotterill, 
to he Honorary Canons of Norwich 
Cathedra). 

Rev. W. Wilson, to be a Minor Canon 
of Manchester. 

Rev. R. Allen, to be Prebendary of 
Chichester. 


Ecclesiastical Preferment. 

Rev* Stephen Barbut, to be a Pre- 
bendary of Chichester. 


Civil Preferment!. 

Rev. R. P. Buddicom, to be Principal 
of St. Bee’s College. 

Rev. R. Dixon, to be Principal of 
King William's College, Isle of Man. 


Civil Preferments. 

Rev. T. W. Peile, to be Head Master 
of Repton School. 

David Roberts, esq., Philip Hard- 
wick, esq., and John Chalon, esq., 
elected Royal Academicians. 


MARCH. 


Gazette Promotions. 

8. Col. Henry Godwin and Capt. 
George Blake, R.N., to be Gentlemen 
Ushers to Prince Albert. 

11. The Marquess of Westminster 
invested with the Garter. 

16. William Cornwallis Symonds, to 
be Dep. Surveyor-gen. of New Zealand. 

23. Knighted by patent, Randolph 
Isham Routh, esq., Commissary-Gen. to 
her Majesty’s forces in Canada. 

24. Knighted, Capt. Joseph Douglas, 
late of the ship Cambridge ; Isambart 


APRIL. 


Gazette Promotions. 

2. The Earl of Milltown invested 
with the Order of St. Patrick. 

6. His Royal Highness Prince Albert, 
to be Ranger of the Great Park at 
Windsor. 

7. Adm. the Hon, Sir Robert Stop- 
ford, G.D.B., to be Master of her 
Majesty's Hospital at Greenwich. 

— Edw. W. H.Schenley, to be Com* 
missioner of Arbitration at Surinam. 

24. Edw. Dyer Sanderson, esq., to be 
Chief Justice of Tobago. 

28. Knighted,— ThomasNoel Harris, 
esq., late Lieut.-Col. in the army, K.H. 
&c., a Groom of the Vrivy Chamber; 
William Wightman, esq., a Judge of the 
Queen's Bench; Isaac Morley, esq.. 
Mam of Doncaster, and Edw. Samuel 
Walker, esq., Mayor of Chester. 

29. Gen. Sir John Harvey, K.C.B, 
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to be Governor and Commander-in- 
chief of Newfoundland. 

— Sir Robert B. Clarke, to be Chief 
Justice of Barbadoes; Henry Edw. 
Sharpe, esq., to be Attorney-General of 
Barbadoes. 

Member returned to Parliament. 

Antrim County* — Natb. Alexander, 
esq. 

Ecclesiastical Prbfermekst. 

Rev. C. H. Terrot, to be Bishop of 
Edinburgh. 

Ven. Archdeacon Strong, D.D., to be 
a Canon of Peterborough. 

Rev. H. Calthrop, B.D., to be Preb. 
of Lichbeld. 

Rev. E. Tottenham, to be Preb. of 
Wells. 

Civil Preferments. 

William Martin, esq., to be Chief 
Justice of New Zealand. 

Rev. Dr. Reid, to the Chair of Eccle- 
siastical History, Glasgow. 


MAY. 

Gazette Promotions. 

1. Major-Gen. Sir George Arthur, 
knt., created a Baronet. 

5. Col. C. R. Fox, to be Surveyor- 
General of the Ordnance. 

7. Patrick Morris, esq., to be Trea- 
surer of Newfoundland. 

10. Alexander Shepherd, e 9 q., to be 
Treasurer of New Zealand; Thomas 
Welsh, esq., to be Attorney-Gen. of 
Van Diemen*s Land ; Samuel Geo. W. 
Archibald, to bs Master of the Rolls, 
James W. Johnston, Attorney-Gen., and 

J. B. Uniacke. Solicitor-Gen. of Nova 
Scotia. 

— Geo. Lloyd Hodges, esq., (late 
Consul in Egypt) to be Consul at Ham- 
burgh; Charles John Barnett, esq., 
(late Consul at Warsaw), to be Consul 
in Egypt. 

19. Knighted, 8amuel Hancock, esq., 
Senior Exon of the Yeomen of the 
Guard. 

14. John Sealy, esq., to be Solicitor- 
general of Barbadoes; Stephen Bourne, 
esq., to be Registrar of Berbice. 

1J. Sir Jacob Astley, hart*, sam- 


moned to the House of Peers is Baron 
Hastings, he being one of the heirs of 
Sir John de Hastings, who sat in Par- 
liament in 18 Edw. 1. 

— Niven Moore, esq., (late Consul 
at Beirout) to be Consul at Aleppo. 

19, The Hon. and Rev. E. T. Keppel, 
to be one of the Deputy Clerks of the 
Closet to her Majesty. 

Naval Appointments. 

Rear-Admiral Sir Wm. Parker, 

K.C.B., to be Commander-in-Chief in 
India and the China 8eas; Rear-Adm. 
R. Thomas to be Commander-in-Chief 
in the Pacific. 

The Earl of Caledon chosen a Repre- 
sentative Peer for Ireland. 


Member returned to Parliament. 

Sandwich . — Hugh Hamilton Lindsay, 

Ecclesiastical Preferments. 

Rev. H. Pepys, D.D. to be Bishop of 
Worcester. 

Rev. T. V. Short, D.D , to be Bishop 
of Sodor and Man. 

Rev. W. K. Hamilton, to be Canon 
of Salisbury. 

Rev. J. Edwards, to be Canon of 
Durham. 

Rev. J. Ashley, to be Preb. of Ely. 


JUNE. 

Gazette Promotions. 

3. Master Archibald Henry Plan- 
tagenet Stuart Wortley, to be Page of 
Honour to Her Majesty. 

12. Lord Blayney elected a Repre- 
sentative Peer for Ireland. 

— George Hayter, esq., to be Prin- 
cipal Painter in Ordinary to her Ma- 
jesty. 

19. The Hod. Edward John Stanley, 
to be Paymaster-General. 

22. Sir Joha Campbell, kat, her 
Majesty’s Attorney-Gen., created a 
Baron of the United Kingdom, by the 
title of Baron Campbell, of St. An- 
drew’s, co. Fife- 

23. The Right Hon. Sir George 
Grey, sworn Chancellor of the Pnehy 
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of Lancaster. — Edward Horsman, 


«§q», and the Hon. W. P. Cowper, 
to be Commissioners of the Treasury, 
trice Steuart and Parker. — Capt. J. W. 
Deans Dttndas, to be one of the Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, vice Sir 
W. Parker. — The Right Hon. Richard 
Lalor Shell, to be Advocate-General. — 
Col. the Hon. George Anson, to be Clerk 
of the Ordnance.— Capt. James Hanway 
Plnmridge, to be Storekeeper of the 
Ordnance. — Alexander Bnnnermao, 
esq., to be ooe of the Commissioners 
of Greenwich Hospital. 

25. The Hon. James Howard, to be 
one of tbe Grooms in Waiting in Ordi- 
nary to her Majesty. 

28. The Right Hon. Fox Maule sworn 
of the Privy Council. — The Right Hon* 
George Stevens Byng, to be Treasurer 
of her Majesty’s Household, vice the 
Earl of Surrey ; and the Right Hon, 
Lord Arthur Marcus Cecil Hill, Comp- 
troller to her Majesty's Household, vice 
Byng. 

28. Vice-Adro. John Chambers White, 
Rear-Admirals Charles Richardson, 
C.B., Sir Arthur Farquhar, feat,, C.B., 
and Commodore Sir James John Gor- 
don Bremer, knt*, C.B., to be Knights 
Commanders of the Bath. — Captains 
Sir H. F. Senhouse, knt^ Thomas Her- 
bert, tbe Hon. R. S. Dundas, Thomas 
Boarchier, James Scott, C. R. D. 
Bethune, Joseph Nias, and Thomae 
Maitland, all of the Royal Navy, to be 
Companions of tbe Bath. — Marcus Cos- 
tello, esq., to be Attorney-general of 
Gibraltar. 

Tbe Earl of Arran elected K.P. 

More CPFemll, esq., appointed Se- 
cretary to tbe Treasury, vice Gordon j 
and John Parker, esq. (late a Lord of 
the Treasury) Secretary to the Ad- 
miralty, woe O’Ferrall 


Naval Promotions. 

Tbe following officers serving in 
H.M, ships in China have been pro- 
moted s— To be Captains: Commanders 
William Belcher, of the Sulphur ; P. J. 
Blake, Lame; Wm. Warren, Hyacinth j 
Harry Eyres, Modesfte.— To be Com- 
manders: Lieuts. George Goldsmith, 
Druid ; Henry Kellet, Starling ; R. B. 
Watson, Calliope; John Hay (5), Py- 
lades ; J. E. Bingham, Modeste ; J. r. 
fewer, Samacwg. 


Ecclesiastical Preferments. 

Rev. Gb A. Sdwyn, M.A., to be 
Bishop of New Zealand. 

Rev. Sir H. Oakeley, to be Arch- 
deacon of Colchester. 

Rev. W. K. Hamilton, to be a Canon 
of Salisbury. 


Civil Preferments. 

W. N. Welsby, esq., to be Recorder 
of Chester. 

Rev. D. Pooley, to be Head Master 
of Oundle Grammar School 

Major-General Archibald Robertson 
elected a Director of the East India 
Company. 

John Cottingham, esq. (Recorder of 
Chester) to be a Metropolitan Police 
Magistrate. 


JULY. 

Gazette Promotions. 

, L Francis Offley Martin, of LineolnV 
inn, esq., Barrister-at-Law, to be ail 
Assistant Tithe Commissioner for Spe- 
cial purposes. 

6. The Earl oF Surrey, to be Captain 
of the Yeomen of the Guard, in the 
room of the Earl of Ilchester, resigned. 

19. Thomas Frederick Elliott, esq.. 

the Hon. Edw. Ernest Villiers, and John 

George Shaw Lefevre, esq., to be Com- 
missioners for superintending the sale 
and settlement of the Waste Lands of 
the Crown in the British Colonies. 

20. Thomas Harpur, esq., to be 
Registrar of Deeds in the island of Sr 
Christopher. 

Lord Caatlemaine has been elected a 
Representative Peer of Ireland. 

, Lieut.-Generol Sir Hugh Gough, 
K.C.B., has been appointed Com- 
tnander-i n -Ch ief of tbe Company’s 
Forces on the Madras Establishment. 

Ecclesiastical Preferment. 

Rev. W. K. Hamilton, to be Treasure? 
and Canon of Salisbury. 

Civil PaEFKRMum. 

Rev. D. G, Bishop, to tbe Master- 
lhip of Buntingford Grammar Sdmsi. 
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Rev. W. Boulton, to be Head Master 
oC Wem Grammar Sohool, Salop. 

Rev. J. W. Donaldson, to be Head 
Master of Bury* St- Edmund’s Gram- 
mar School* 

AUGUST. 

Gazette Promotions. 

3. Sir Charles Augustus Fits Roy* 
knt.. to be Governor and Commander- 
In-Chief of the islands of Antigua, Mont- 
serrat, Bermuda, St. Christopher’s, Ne- 
vis* Arguilla, the Virgin Islands, and 
Dominica. 

10. The election of the sixteen Re- 
presentative Peers of Scotland took place 
in the Picture Gallery of the Palace of 
Holyrood. The following were elected : 
— The Marquis of Tweeddale ; the Earls 
of Morton, Elgin, Airlie, Leven and 
Melville, Selkirk, Orkney, and Seafield ; 
Viscounts Arbuthnot and Strathallan ; 
Lords Forbes, Saltoun, Sinclair, Col- 
ville (of Culross), Reay, and Rollo ; and 
the Marquis of Queensbury. 

11. Whitehall . — The Queen has 
granted the dignity of Baron of the 
United Kingdom* to the following: — 
Right Hon. Henry Charles Howard, 
commonly called Earl of Surrey, sum- 
moned to the House of Peers* by the 
style and title of Baron Mai Travers. — 
Gen. John Earl of Stair* to be Baron 
Oxenfoord,of Cousland, co. Edinburgh ; 
with remainder to his brother, North 
Dalrymple, of Fordel and Cleland, esq. 
—Valentine, Earl of Kenraare, to be 
Baron Kenmare, of Castle Rome, co. 
Kerry. — Right Hon. Geo. Hamilton 
Chichester (Earl of Belfast), to be Baron 
Ennisbowen and Carrickfergus, of En- 
nishowen, co. Donegal, and of Carrick- 
fergus, co. Antrim. — Lord Barham, to 
be Baron Noel of Ridlington, co. Rut- 
land, Viscount Campden of Campden, 
co. Gloucester, and Earl of Gains- 
borough, co. Lincoln. — Lord Segrave, 
to be Earl Fitzhardinge. — Lieut.- Gen. 
Right Hen. Sir Richard Hussey Vivian, 
bare., G.C.B., to be Baron Vivian, of 
Glynn and of Truro, co. of Cornwall.— 
Right Hon. Sir H. Brooke Parnell, 
bark, to be Baron Congleton, co. of 
Chester. 

12. The Hon. Eleanor Stanley, to be 
one of the Maids of Honour in Ordinary 
to Her Majesty, 

17. Wm. Pitt Adams, now Secretary 
Legation at Bogota, to be Secretary 


of Legation to the Mexican Republic.— 
Sir Henry Pottinger, hart., to be Chief 
Superintendent Of British Trade in 
China. — Charles H. Lander* esq* to be 
Consul at the Dardanelles. — Robert 
Steuart, esq., to be Charge d ’Affaires 
and Consul-General to the Republic of 
New Granada. — Alfred Septimus Warne, 
esq., to be Consul at Cairo.— Robert 
Taylor* esq., to be Consul at Bagdad.— 
Edward Thompson Curry, esq., to be 
Consul at Ostend. — Richard Ryan, esq* 
to be Consul at Para. 

19. Lord Sydenham* to be K.G.C* of 
the Bath. 

20. H. Vere Huntley, Commander 
R.N., to be Lieut- Governor of Prince 
Edward Island. — Rich. Clement Moody, 
Lieut Roy. En., to be Lieut-Govemor 
of the Falkland Islands.— John Carr, 
esq.* to be Chief Justice of Sierra Leone 
and its dependencies.— Charles Zachary 
Macaulay, esq., to be Registrar of the 
Court of First Instance in the Island of 
Mauritius. — Francis Cynrie Sheridan, 
esq., to be Treasurer of the Island of 
Mauritius. — Alban Charles Stonor, esq* 
to be Crown Solicitor in Van Dieman’s 
Land.— Peter Fraser, esq* to be Trea- 
surer of the Island of Van Dieman’s 
Land. — John Burnett, esa., to be Sheriff 
of Van Dieman’s Land. — John Laurence 
Stodart, esq., to be Consul at Alexan- 
dria. — James Lilbum, esq., to be Con- 
sul in the Island of Cyprus. — Daniel 
Florence O’Leary, esq., to be Consul at 
Puerto Cabello. — Capt. Charles Elliot, 
R.N., to be Consul to the Republic of 
Texas. — Col. G ustavus Charles Du Plat, 
to be Consul at Warsaw. — Col. Hugh 
Rose, to be Consul-General in Syria. — 
Henry Suter, esq., to be Consul aft 
Kaisseriah. 

21. Whitehall . George Le Fevre, 
M.D., Physician to the Embassy of St 
Petersburg!], knighted. 

23. The Queen has been pleased to 
grant the dignity of a Baronet to the 
following gentlemen Henry Dymoke, 
of Scrivelsby Court, co. Line* esq.; 
Tkos. Joseph TrafFord, of Traflbrd Park, 
co. Lane., esq. ; W. Lawson, of Brough 
Hall, co. York, esq,; C. Tempest 
Broughton Hall, co. York, esq. ; And. 
Armstrong* of Gallon Priory, in King’s 
County, esq.; Wm. Clay, of Fullwell 
Lodge, co. Midd., esq.— John M‘Tag- 
gart of Ardwell, co. Wigtown, esq.; 
Henry Winston Barron* of Bellevae, 
of co. Kilkenny* esq. ; Geo. Gerard de 
Hocbepied Larpent of Roehampton, 
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Surrey, esq.— Deni* Le March ant, of 
Cbobbam Place, Surrey, esq. — Isaac 
Lyoo Goldsmid, of St. John’s Lodge, 
Regent’s Park, and of the Wick, Bright- 
helmstone, esq. ; John East hope, of 
Fir Grove, Surrey, esq.; John Power, 
of Roebuck House, co. Dublin, and of 
Sampton, co. Wexford, esq. 

24. Downing -street* Rear-Admiral 
Francis Mason, Comp, of the Bath, to 
be Knight Commander of the Order. — 
Rt. Hon. Sir Charles E. Grey, knt., to 
be Governor and Commander-In-Chief 
of the islands of Barbadoes, St. Vin- 
cent, Tobago, Trinidad, St. Lucie, and 
their dependencies. — Hamelyn Tre- 
lawney, esq., Lieut-Col. Royal Art., to 
be Governor of St. Helena. — Somerville 
W. Harcourt Ramsbottom, esq., to be 
Secretary and Clerk of the Council, and 
Remembrancer of the Court of Ex- 
chequer in Barbadoes. — Benjamin Chil- 
ley Campbell Pine, esq., to be Queen’s 
Advocate in the Colony of Sierra Leone. 
Francis W, Price, esq., to be Secretary 
and Clerk of the Crown in the Virgin 
Islands. 

— Foreign Office, Hon. C. Spencer 
Cowper, now Secretary of Legation at 
Florence, to be Secretary of Legation 
at Stockholm. — And. Buchanan, now 
first Attache at St. Petersburg, to be 
Secretary of Legation at Florence. — 
C. Walsingham Turner, esq., to be 
Consul at Mobile. 

25. John Samo, esq., to be Com- 
missary Judge in the British and Bra- 
zilian Court of Mixed Commission es- 
tablished at Rio de Janeiro. — Sir George 
Jackson to be Judge in the British and 
Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice es- 
tablished at Surinam.— Captain George 
Poulett Cameron, 40th Madras N. Inf., 
Lieut. -Col. in Persia, to be C.B. 

27. Lieut. -Gen. Sir Howard Douglas, 
hart., K.C.B., and Lieut.-Gen. Sir Lionel 
Smith, bart., K.C.B., Governor of the 
Mauritius, to be G.C.B. — James 
Fibgibbon, esq., to be Clerk of the 
Legislative Council of the Province 
of Canada ; — Joseph Cary, esq-, to be 
Deputy Inspector- General of Public 
Accounts in Canada ; — John Davidson, 
esq., to be Commissioner of Crown 
Lands in Canada Hamilton H. Kil- 
laly, esq., to be President of the Board 
of Works in Canada ; — R. B. Sullivan, 
esq., to be President of the Committee 
of the Executive Council in Canada ; — 
Thomas Parke, esq., to be Surveyor- 
General of Canada ; — R. A. Tucker, esq., 
Voi. LXXXIII. 


to be Registrar of Canada. — John Man- 
tell, esq., to be Queen’s Advocate and 
Police Magistrate for Her Majesty’s 
Settlements on the Gambia. — Thomas 
de Grenier de Fonblanque, esq., to be 
Consul-General in Servia. 

28. Beverley Newcommer, esq., to 
be Her Majesty’s Consul at Paraiba. 

Chaplain. 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel, to be 
Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen. 


SEPTEMBER. 

Gazette Promotions. 

2. William T. Young, esq., to be « 
Consul at Jerusalem. — William Perry, 
esq., Consul at Panama. — Lieut. -Col. C. 
L. Fitzgerald (now Consul at Cartha- 
gena) Consul at Mobile. — Charles Wal- 
singham Turner, esq.. Consul at Car- 
thagena. 

3. James Archibald Lord Wharn- 
clitfe, declared Lord President of the 
Privy Council. — John Lord Lyndhurst, 
sworn Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain and Ireland. — Richard Plan- 
tagenet Duke of Buckingham and Chan- 
dos, sworn Keeper of the Privy Seal. — 
The Earl of Aberdeen, Lord Stanley, 
and the Right Hon. Sir James Graham, 
bart., to be three of Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State. — Thomas 
Philip Earl de Grey, Lieut.-General 
and General-Governor of Ireland. — 
Frederick, Earl of Ripon, and, in his 
absence, the Right Hon. William Ewart 
Gladstone, President of the Committee 
of Council for Trade and Foreign Plant- 
ations. — Lord Granville Charles Henry 
Somerset, sworn Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster. — The Earl of 
Liverpool to be Lord Steward of Her 
Majesty’s Household. 

4. The Right Hon. Henry Gonlburn, 
to be Chancellor and Under Treasurer 
of Her Majesty’s Exchequer. — The Rt. 
Hon. Edward Lord Ellenborough, Her 
Majesty’s Commissioner for the Aftatra 
of India.— George Earl of Jersey, to be 
Master of the Horse to Her Majesty. — 
Major-Gen. the Right Hon. Sir Henry 
Hardinge, K.C.B., to be Secretary at 
War. — The Right Hon. Sir Wm. Rae, 
bart., to be Her Majesty’s Advocate for 
Scotland. 

6. The Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel, 
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bart.; the Right Hon. Henry Goul- 
burn ; James Milnes Gaskell^ esq. ; 
Henry Bingham Baring, esq.; Alex- 
ander Percival, esq.,; and Alexander 
Pringle, esq., to be Commissioners for 
executing the offices of Treasurer of 
the Exchequer of Great Britain and 
Lord High Treasurer of Ireland. — Tho- 
mas Earl of Haddington ; Adm. the Rt. 
Hon. Sir George Cockbum, G.C.B.; 
Vice-Adm. Sir Wm. Hail Gage, knt. ; 
Capt. Sir G. F. Seymour, knt.; Capt 
the Hon. William Gordon ; and the 
RTight Hon. Henry Thos. Lowry Corry, 
to be Commissioners for executing the 
office of High Admiral of the United 
Kingdom. 

— The Right Hon. William Lowther 
(commonly called Viscount Lowther) 
summoned to the House of Peers, by 
the title of Baron Lowther, of White- 
haven, in the county of Cumberland. 

8. Earl Delawarr, to be Lord Cham- 
berlain of Her Majesty’s Household ; 
Lord Forester, Captain of Her Majesty’s 
Hon. Corps of Gentlemen-at-Arma ; 
Marquis of Lothian, Captain of Her 
Majesty’s Yeomen of the Guard. 

— The Right Hon. Sir Edward 
Knatchbull, bart., to be Paymaster- 
general. 

— Dr. John Nicholl, to be Advocate- 
general or Judge-martial of Her Ma- 
jesty’s forces. 

— Knighted, by patent. Col. Francis 
Cockburn, Governor of the Bahama 
Islands. 

9. Earl Jermyn, to be Treasurer, and 
Col. the Hon. George Lionel Dawson 
Darner, Comptroller, of Her Majesty’s 
Household. 

— Lord Lowther, to be Postmaster- 
general. 

— The Right Hon. William Ewart 
Gladstone, to be Master of the Mint. 

— Lieut-Gen. the Right Hon. Sir 
George Murray, G.C.B., to be Master- 
general of the Ordnance ; Lieut-Col. 
Jonathan Peel, to be Surveyor of the 
Ordnance ; Captain Henry George Bol- 
dero, to be Clerk of the Ordnance ; and 
Francis Robert Bonham, esq., Store- 
keeper of the Ordnance. 

— Duncan M’Neill, esq., to be So- 
licitor-general for Scotland. 

— Knighted, at Dublin, Nicholas 
Fitzsimon, esq. 

10. The Duchess of Buccleueh, to be 
Mistress of the Robes. 

— The Marquess of Ormond, Earl 
pf Warwick, Earl of Morton, Earl of 


Hardwicke, Viscount Sydney, and Lord 
Rivers, to be Lords in Waiting to Her 
Majesty ; and John Ralph Ormsby 
Gore, esq., one of Her Majesty’s Groom! 
in Waiting. — The Earl of Rosslyn to be 
Master of Her Majesty’s Buck-hounds. 
— Lord Charles Wellesley, to be Chief 
Equerry and Clerk-Marshal ; and Col. 
C. G. J. Arbuthnot, to be Equerry in 
Ordinary to Her Majesty. 

14. John William Earl of Sandwich, 
sworn Lord Lieutenant of the county of 
Huntingdon. 

— The Marquess of Exeter, to be 
Groom of the Stole, and Admiral the 
Lord Colville Lord in Waiting, to Prince 
Albert. 

15. Viscount Hawarden to be one of 
the Lords in Waiting to Her Majesty. 

16. John Young, esq., to be one of 
the Lords of the Treasury, vice Per- 
ceval. 

— The Earl of Lincoln, Alexander 
Milne, esq., and the Hon. Charles 
Alexander Gore, to be Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Woods, Forests, Land 
Revenues, Works, and Buildings. 

20. The Countess of Dunmore, to be 
a Lady of the Bedchamber, and the 
Hon. Mrs. Georgiana Mary Anson, to 
be one of the Bedchamber Women in 
Ordinary to Her Majesty. 

21. Capt. the Hon. Alex. Nelson 
Hood, to be one of the Grooms in 
Waiting in Ordinary to Her Majesty. 

24. Capt. the Hon. A. Duncombe, to 
be a Groom in Waiting. 

25. Viscountess Jocelyn, to be a Lady 
of the Bedchamber. 

27. The Duke of Argyll, to be Keeper 
of the Great Seal of Scotland. 

— Sir Charles Bagot, G.C.B., to be 
Governor of Canada. 

29. The Rt. Hon. Sir James Graham 
and Lord Ashley, to be two of the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Eng- 
land. 

Naval Appointments. 

Vice Admiral Sir C. Adam, K.C.B., 
to be Commander-in-Chief on theNorth- 
American and West-Indian stations.— 
Rear-Admiral Sir F. Mason, K.C.B., to 
be second in command of the AM*" 
termnean fleet 

Members returned to Parliament. 

Bradford . — William Busfield, esq. 

BridporU — Alexander Cochrane, e*k 
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Lichfield . — Lord Leveson. be Ambassador Extraordinary and Ple- 

Sunderland . — Lord Viscount Howick. nipotentiary’to the Emperor of Austria* 
Westmoreland . — Will ism Thompson, — Lord Burghersh, K.C.B., to be En- 
csq.. Alderman of London. voy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 

YorksMrt (A.) — Hon. O. Dun combe, potentiary to the King of Prussia. 

20. Lord Heytesbury, G.C.B., to be 
Ecclesiastical Preferment, Governor and Captain of the Isle of 

Wight, and Governor of Carisbrook 
Rev. W. H. Simpson, to be Preben- Castle, 
dary of Chichester Cathedral. 23. Lord Fitzgerald and Vesci to be 

Her Majesty’s Commissioner for the 
Civil Preferments. Affairs oflndia. 


Rev. T. Arnold, D.D., to be Regius 
Professor of Modern History and Modem 
Languages at Oxford. 

Rev. R. Atkinson, to be Head Master 
of Langton School, Yorkshire. 


OCTOBER. 

Gazette Promotions. 

9. The Right Hon. David Boyle, to 
be Lord Justice General and President 
of the Court of Session in Scotland. 

— ■ The Hon. Charles Hope, to be 
jne of the Commissioners of Greenwich 
Hospital. 

— Knighted, by patent, Henry Hunt- 
ley, esq., Commander, R.N. 

14- Major-Gen. Sir Hugh Gough, 
K.C.B., to be G.C.B, ; Capt. Thomas 
Herbert, R.N., C.B., to be K.C.B.; 
—Col. G. Burrell, 18th Foot; Lieut.- 
Col. Morns, 49th Foot ; Lieut.-Colonel 
Adams, 18th Foot; Lieut.-Col. Moun- 
tain, 26th Foot ; and Lieut.-Col. Pratt, 
26th Foot, to be C.B. (for services in 
China.) 

— Captains Edward Belcher, Wil- 
liam Warren, Harry Eyres, and Charles 
Anstruther Barlow, R.N., to be Com- 
panions of the Bath. 

18. John Hope, esq.. Dean of Faculty 
in Scotland, to be Her Majesty's Justice 
Clerk and President of the Second 
Division of the Court of Session in 
Scotland, and also one of the Senators 
of the College of Justice there. 

19. Lord Cowley, G.C.B., to be Am- 
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary to the King of the French. — 
Lord Stuart de Rothesay, G.C.B., to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary to the Emperor of All the 
Russias.— Sir Stratford Canning, G.C.B. 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to the Sublime Ottoman 
Porta,— Sir Robert Gordon* G.C.B., to 


For Services at Canton, Lieutenants 
C. C. Dawkins and W. C. Metcalfe, to 
be Commanders. — Lord Amelins W, 
Beauclerk, George Walker, W. R. 
Holland, A. C. C. Denny, and W. H. 
Symons, to be Lieutenants. 

— Lord Ellenborough to be Gover- 
nor-general of India. 

28. James Lewis Knight Bruce, esq., 
to be first Vice-Chancellor under the 
Act, passed in the last session of Par- 
liament, for making further provisions 
for the administration of justice ; and 
James Wigram, esq., to be second Vice- 
Chancellor, under the said Act. 

29. Albert William Woods, esq., Port- 
cullis Pursuivant of Arms, to be Nor- 
folk Herald of Arms Extraordinary. 

Members returned to Parliament. 

Cavan County.— John Young, esq*, 
re-elected. 

East Retford. — Hon. A. D unco m be, 
Capt. R.N. 

Hereford . — Robert Pulsford, esq. 

Por tar lin eton. — Right Hon. Col. G. 
L. Dawson Darner, re-elected, 

Ripoiu — Right Hon. Sir G. Cockburn. 

Sligo County . — John Ffoliiott, esq. 

Tyrone County. — Right Hon. H. T. 
Lowry Corry, re-elected. 

Wilton. — Viscount Somerton. 

Ecclesiastical Preferments. 

Rev. G. A. Selwyn, consecrated the 
first Bishop of New Zealand. 

Rev. E. B. Ramsay, to be Dean of 
Edinburgh. 

Civil Preferments. 

Rev. W. Whewell, B.D., to be Master 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, vice 
Wordsworth, resigned. 

Rev. T. B. Fooks, to be Master of 
Thame Grammar School. 

Rev. W. Stone, to be Head Master 

M 2 
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of Newsaatle* under* Lyme Grammar 

School. 

Rev. T. W. Weare, to be a Master of 
Westminster School. 


NOVEMBER. 

Gazette Promotions. 

3. James Earl of Lauderdale, to be 
Lieutenant and Sheriff Principal of the 
shire of Berwick. 

6. Albert William Woods, esq., Nor- 
folk Jierald Extraordinary and Port- 
cullis Pursuivant of Arms, to be L an- 
caster Herald. 

9. Lord Granville C. H. Somerset, 
the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, the 
Hon. W. B. Baring, J. M. Gaskell, esq., 
and Alex. Pringle, esq., to be Com- 
missioners for conducting an inquiry 
into the details of the Establishments 
of the several Departments of Customs, 
Excise, and Stamps and Taxes. 

22. His Royal Highness Prince Al- 
bert, Lord Lyndhurst, the Duke of 
Sutherland, K.G., the Marauess of 
Lansdowne, K.G., the Earl of Lincoln, 
the Earl of Shrewsbury, the Earl of 
Aberdeen, Lord John Russell, Lord 
Francis Egerton, Viscount Palmerston, 
Viscount Melbourne, Lord Ashburton, 
Lord Colborne, the Right Hon. C. S. 
Lefevre, Sir Robert Peel, hart., SirJ. 
R. G. Graham, hart., Sir R. H. lnglis, 
bart., II. Gaily Knight, esq., Benj. 
Hawes, jun. esq., Henry Hallam, esq., 
Samuel Rogers, esq., George Vivian, 
esq., and Thomas Wyse, esq., to be 
Commissioners for inquiring into the 
best mode of promoting the Fine Arts 
in the United Kingdom. 

24. Brevet Promotion, — To be Gene- 
rals, the Lieut.-Generals whose com- 
missions are dated on or before May 
27, 1825. — To be Lieut.-Generals, the 
Major-Generals whose commissions are 
dated on or before July 22, 1830. — To 
be Major-Generals, the Colonels whose 
commissions are dated from July 22, 
1830, to May 20, 1836, inclusive. — To 
be Colonels, the Lieut.-Colonelsof 1826, 
J827, and 1828.— To be Lieut-Cojonels, 
the Majors of 1826 to 1829. — To be 
Majors, the Captains of 1826 to 1828. 

27. Knighted by patent, Col. Richard 
Doherty. 

29. Sir Edmund WAlkerHead, hart., 
to be one of the Poor Law Commission- 
ers for Euglaud and Wales. 


30. To be Naval Aides*de*Camp to ^ 
Her Majesty. — Captains Sir Charles | v 
Napier, K.ClB., Sir N. J. Willoughby, | 

C.B., K.C.H., Sir Thomas Fellowes, j 

C.B., and Edward Henry A’Court. „ 

Pi 

Ecclesiastical Preferments. 

# H 

Rev. Edward Hudson, to be Dean of 
Armagh. ti 

Rev. W. E. Evans, to be a Prebendary 
of Hereford. Ii 

Rev. J. Venables, to be a Prebendary I 

of Salisbury. . I 

Civil Preferments, it 

J. A. Lawson, LL.B., to be Wtately | 

Professor of Political Economy, Trinity 0 

College, Dublin. g 

Rev. H. B. Mason, to be Head Master G 

of Brewood Grammar School, Stafford- s 

shire. 

Mr. R. Potter, M. A., Fellowof Queen • 
College, Cambridge, to be Profeasor of 
Natural Philosophy and Astronomy to 
University College, London. H 

2. The following were called within 
the bar as Queen’s Counsel, — Wm. j 

Whateley, esq., Richard Godson, esq., 

Sutton Sharpe, esq., C.J. Knowles, esq., 

M. T. Baines, esq., the Hon. J. Stuart 
Wortley, and A. J. E. Cockburn, esq. 

In Ireland, the Right Hon. Edward q 

Pennefather has been appointed Lord ^ 

Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench, me 
Bushe, retired..— J. D* Jackson, esq., * 

to be Solicitor-gen, ; and Mr, West, I # 
the new Serjeant. 

DECEMBER. 

Gazette Promotions. 

2. The Duke of Buccleuch and 
Queensbernr, K. G., to be Lieutenant 
and Sheriff Principal of the shire of 
Roxburgh. 

— Albert William Woods, esq., to be 
Gentleman Usher of the Scarlet Rod of j 
the Most Honourable Military Order of 
the Bath (to which is annexed the 
office of Brunswick Herald). „ 

3. Charles Lock Eastlake, esq„ to be „ 

Secretary to the Commission, for in* . j 
quiring whether advantage might not 4 

be taken of the rebuilding of the Houses j 
of Parliament, for promoting and eu- ^ 
couraging the Fine Arts. , 

4. Hit Royal Highness the Prince W t 
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the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland (Duke of Saxony, Duke of 
Cornwall and Rotbsay, Earl of Carrick, 
Baron of Renfrew, Lord of the Isles, 
and Great Steward of Scotland), created 
Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester. 

9. Capt. Atkina H&merton, of the 
Hon. E. I. C.’s Service, to be Her 
Majesty’s Consul in the dominions of 
the Imaum of Muscat. 

10. Lord WbarnclifTe sworn Lord 
Lieutenant and Custos Rotulornm of 
the West Riding of the county of 
York. 

16. Lieut.-Colonel George Macdonald, 
to be Governor of Sierra Leone. 

SO. Hon. Alex. Lord Ashburton ; the 
Right Hon. John Nicholl, Judge Advo- 
cate-general ; George Carr Glyn, esq. ; 
and John Shaw Lefevre, esq., to be 
Commissioners to conduct investigation 
at the issuing of Exchequer Bills. 

Civil. P RE FERMENTS. 

Rev. P. Abbot, to be Master of Queen 
Mary’s School, Ciitheroc. 

Rev. W. Collett, to be Principal of 
King’s College School, at Nassau, New 
Providence, Bahamas. 

Rev. T. Evans, to be Head Master of 
the College School at Gloucester. 

W. Webster Fisher, M.D., to be 
Downing Professor of Physic at Cam- 
bridge. 

Rev. A. M’Caul, D.D., to be Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew and Rabbinical Lite- 
rature in King’s College, London. 


DEATHS. 

1840. 

MARCH. 

16. In France, aged 49, F^lis Savart, 
• philosopher distinguished n\ore es- 
pecially for his researches in the science 
of Acoustics ; he was born on the 30th 
of June, 1791 . at Mtfzidres, the capital 
of the Department of the Ardennes, in 
France. His parents had been con- 
nected with the school of engineers at 
M4n£res ; and several of his relations 
haviog been distinguished as artists, be 
was himself educated with a view to the 
feme destination, to which, from a very 


early period, he had evinced a decided 
inclination. But the family afterwards 
removing to Metz, the path which had 
at first been marked out for him was 
abandoned, and be prepared himself for 
another profession, by directing his 
whole attention to medicine. After 
tnking a degree in medicine in the 
University of Strasbourg, he returned 
to bis paternal roof at Metz, with the 
intention of settling, and of applying 
himself diligently to the practice of his 
profession. But on being restored to 
the scene of his youthful occupations, 
the renewed sight of those philosophical 
instruments to which so many delightful 
associations were attached, rekindled in 
full force the innate predilection lor the 
physical sciences. Confiding in his 
knowledge of Acoustics 1 , which was ever 
his favourite study, and in which he 
conceived be had made discoveries, he 
quitted his provincial domicile and re- 
paired to the metropolis, as to the mart 
where his acquisitions would he best 
valued. He arrived in Paris with but 
scanty means of immediate support, 
without a friend, and unprovided with a 
single letter of recommendation. But 
Fortune took him by the hand, and 
favoured his first endeavour to obtain 
notice. He presented himself to Bict, 
and communicated to him his views, ana 
the results of his researches in Acoustics. 
He met with the kindest reception from 
that philosopher, who had himself been 
occupied with similar inquiries, and was 
well qualified to appreciate the merits 
of Savart. Biot was ever after his 
friend and patron, and it was chiefly 
through his influence that Savart was, 
in the year 1820, appointed Professor of 
Natural Philosophy in one of the Insti- 
tutions at Paris ; an office which he con- 
tinued to hold till the year 1827, when 
he was nominated a Member of the 
Academy of Sciences. Soon after this, 
he was associated with Thdnard, as 
Conservator of the Cabinet of Physics of 
the College of France. Thus raised to 
a state of independence, he had full 
leisure to devote himself to the science 
be had ever particularly cherished, and 
of which bis labours have greatly ex- 
tended tbe boundaries. His admirable 
researches on tbe laws of the vibrations 
of solid bodies of different forms and 
kinds, and in particular, of cords, of 
membranes, of rods, whether straight 
or bent, or of an annular shape ; of 
flat discs, and of solids of revolution 9 
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both solid and hollow, have furnished 
results of great value and importance. 
His investigation of the structure and 
functions of the several parts of the 
vocal organs, and his theory of the 
voice, both in tnan and in the lower 
animals, show great originality of re- 
search, and have thrown considerable 
light on a very difficult department of 
Physiology. Savart was elected, in the 
year 18.19, a Foreign Member of the Royal 
Society, an honour which his uncon- 
querable prejudice against the English, 
and everything emanating from Eng- 
land, prevented his ever acknowledg- 
ing. 

28. In his 90th year, Simon L’Huillier, 
for man y years Professor of Mathematics 
at Geneva, bom in that city on the 
24th of April, 1750. He had, at a very 
early period of life, manifested his ex- 
traordinary aptitude for mathematical 
studies, and completed his education at 
the University of his native city, with 
great applause, Bertrand, who then 
occupied the chair of Mathematics, 
having marked him out as his probable 
successor ; the counsel and assistance 
of Le Sage, who was his relative, 
having been of great service in the 
direction of bis studies. He bad the 
good fortune, at this critical time of 
his life, to be chosen tutor to Prince 
Czartorynski, with whom he remained 
for a period of thirteen or fourteen 
years, and dedicated to the father of his 
pupil his first work, which was pub- 
lished at Warsaw in 1782, under the 
title of ** De relatione mutuA ca pact tat is 
et terminorum figurarum , geometric k 
considerata ; seu de Maxrmiset Minimis 
pars prior elementaris , and in which he 
treats geometrically, and with singular 
elegance and vigour of demonstration, 
all the elementary problems relating 
to isoperimetric figures and solids. 
About the same time he presented to 
the Academy of Berlin a memoir, which 
was afterwards published in its Trans- 
actions on the minima relating to the 
figure of the cells of bees, a subject 
which he appears, in that paper, to 
have exhausted. The prize proposed 
by the same Academy in 1786, was 
adjudicated to him for a memoir, which 
was since published under the title of 
“ Exposition Slementaire des prmcipes 
des cat cuts supirtevrs. On his return 
to Geneva in 1789, L’Huillier published 
an opuscle, which acquired great cele- 
brity, entitled “La Poly gotumU trie ; 


ou de la misure des figures rectiligties 
et abrkgk (Cisoptrimktrie kUmcntaire % 
mde lit dependence mutuelle des gran- 
deurs et des limites des figures;" at 
the conclusion of which ne gives a 
masterly summary of his former re- 
searches on elementary Isoperimetry. 
During the tempestuous years of the 
Revolution, L'HuiUier sought in Ger- 
many the retirement so necessary to bis 
pursuits ; and chose Tubingen as his 
residence. The fruit of his labour 
during this seclusion was a work almost 
wholly new, which appeared at Tubin- 
gen, in 1795, under the title " Prin- 
cipiorum calculi differentlalis et into- 
gratis expositio elementaris .” He was 
Invited about this time, to the chair of 
the Higher Mathematics in the Uni- 
versity of Leyden ; but his attachment 
to his native country was too deeply 
rooted to admit of his accepting this 
flattering offer ; and eventually, in June 
of the same year, 1795, he attained the 
object of bis highest ambition, by re- 
ceiving, after a successful public com- 
petition, the appointment of Professor 
of Mathematics In the Academy of 
Geneva. He subsequently published 
many works of the highest merit in the 
science of Mathematics. L’HulIHer 
held the Professorship with the highest 
reputation for twenty-five years, when, 
feeling the pressure of age and infirmityj 
he resigned the Chair, to the great 
regret of his pupils, of whom many are 
among the most distinguished philoso- 
phers of the Continent. 


AUGUST. 

11. At his residence In Duke-street, 
Westminster, in his 69th year, John 
Rickman, esq., F.R.S , Clerk Assistant at 
the Table of the House of Commons. 
Mr. Rickman was descended from an 
ancient Hampshire fitmfly ; his grand- 
father, Mr. William Rickman, of Post- 
brook, near Farebam, as Commissary 
for the Spanish prisoners, is honour* 
ably mentioned by Ulloa, who, in the 
course of his scientific voyages, was 
captured, and detained a prisoner of 
war in Portsmouth Harbour, a.d. 1745. 
The Rev. Thomas Rickman, his eldest 
son, was the incumbent of Newborn in 
Northumberland, from whence be re- 
moved to the living of Compton, near 
Winchester; this he afterwards ex- 
changed for the Rectory of Aab, mid* 
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way between Farnham and Gnildford. 
In the decline of life he retired from 
hit clerical duties, and went to reside 
at Christ-cburch in the New Forest, in 
the midst of his family connexions, 
where be died in 1809. John Rickman, 
his only son, the subject of the present 
memoir, was bom at Newburn on the 
22nd of August, 1771 ; he was placed 
at the Guildford Grammar School, in 
1781, of which the Rev. Samuel Cole 
was at that time head-master; and iu 
1788 he was entered at Magdalen Hall, 
Oxford, from whence he removed to 
Lincoln College. Having taken his de- 

§ ree, he subsequently devoted himself 
uring several years to literary pur- 
suits, and enjoyed the society of many 
who have since distinguished them- 
selves as men of letters or of science.. 
One of bis contemporaries at college 
was Mr. Southey, who remained his 
most intimate friend, and most fre- 
quent correspondent to the last, — of 
this correspondence about one thousand 
letters are preserved. At this period 
Of his life, Mr. Rickman conducted a 
monthly periodical called, The Com- 
mercial, Agricultural , and Manufac- 
turer' $ Magazine , and he otherwise oc- 
cupied himself with his characteristic 
eagerness upon investigations connected 
with political economy, and also with 
practical mechanics. Among his inti- 
mate friends at that time was Charles 
Lamb, who thus sketched his character 
in a letter (since published) to Mr. 
Manning, dated November 8, 1800. “ I 
have made an acquisition latterly of a 

F leasant hand, one Rickman, to whom 
was introduced by George Dyer. 
George brings all sorts of people to- 

{ tether, setting up a sort of Agrarian 
aw, or common property, in matter of 
society; but herein he has done me a 
great pleasure, while he was only pur- 
suing a principle, as ignes fatui may 
light you home. This Rickman lives 
in our buildings, immediately opposite 
our house ; the finest fellow to drop in 
a’ nights about nine or ten o’clock — 
cold bread and cheese time— just in the 
witching-time of the night, when you 
wish for somebody to come in ; without 
a distinct idea of a probable anybody : 
just in the nick, neither too early to be 
tedious, nor too late to sit a reasonable 
time. He is & most pleasant hand ; a 
fine rattling fellow, bas gone through 
life laughing at solemn apes — himself 
hugely literate, oppressively full of in- 
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formation in all stuff of conversation, 
from matter-of-fact to Xenophon and 
Plato — can talk Greek with Porson, 
politics with Thelwall, conjecture with 
George Dyer, nonsense with me, and 
anything with anybody ; a great farmer, 
— somewhat concerned in the Agricul- 
tural Magazine , — reads no poetry but 
Shakspeare,— very intimate with Southey 
but never reads his poetry, — relishes 
George Dyer,— thoroughly penetrates 
into the ridiculous, wherever found, — 
understands the first time (a great de- 
sideratum in common minds), you need 
never twice speak to him ; does not 
want explanations, translations, limit- 
ations, as Professor Godwin does when 
you make an assertion ; up to anything, 
down to everything, whatever sapit 
hominem ; a perfect man.... You must 
see Rickman to know him, for he is a 
species in one*, a new class.... The 
clearest-headed fellow — fullest of matter 
with least verbo8ity. ,, In 1801 Mr. 
Rickman removed to Dublin, having 
received the appointment of Private 
8ecretary to the Right Honourable 
Charles Abbot, then made Chief Secre- 
tary for Ireland, under Lord Hardwicke, 
ana Keeper of the Privy Seal ; Mr. 
Rickman being specially empowered to 
act as Deputy Privy Seal. Upon the 
subsequent election of Mr. Abbot to be 
Speaker of the House of Commons, in 
February, 1802, Mr. Rickman having 
declined an office of corfsiderable emolu- 
ment, and one congenial to his tastes, 
which he had been solicited to accept 
at Dublin, preferred accompanying Mr. 
Abbot to London, where he became 
Speaker’s Secretary, and continued in 
that office for twelve years. In July, 
1814, he was appointed Second Clerk 
Assistant at the Table of the House of 
Commons, Mr. Dyson being at that 
time deputy to Mr. Hatsell the Clerk, 
and Mr. John H. Ley being Clerk 
Assistant. Upon Mr. Ley’s appoint, 
ment to the office of Clerk in 1820, 
Mr. Rickman became Clerk Assistant, 
which office he continued to hold until 
his death. Amongst Mr. Rickman's 
contributions to the convenience of the 
House, may be mentioned the arrange- 
ment of the Index of Statutes, which 
has lain on the table since 1818, when 
he originated it with considerable la- 
bour, and illustrated it with an apt 
preface; and also the selection of the 
books which form the library of the 
House of Commons, as exhibited in hfs 
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classified catalogue, printed in 1830. 
Mr. Rickman took a very active part 
in bringing about the improved system 
of the publication o? the Votes and Pro- 
ceedings of the House, which, pre- 
viously to the year 1817, were seldom 
published till three or four days after 
the transaction of the business to which 
they referred, and drew up a very 
forcible representation of the advan- 
tages to be gained by an alteration of 
the then existing system, which he laid 
before Mr. Speaker Abbot, with a plan 
for carrying it into execution, and after 
it had received some improvement from 
the suggestions of Mr. Dyson and Mr. 
Ley, Mr. Abbot recommended it for 
adoption by the House. By this plan, 
it bas been found practicable to publish 
them at an early hour of the morning 
following the transaction of the business. 
Mr. Rickman had also, in 1803, been 
chosen Secretary to the two Commis- 
sions appointed by Act of Parliament, 
for the making of Roads and Bridges in 
Scotland, and for the construction of 
the Caledonian Canal, and also to the 
Commission appointed in 1823, for 
building Churches in the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland ; and, in addi- 
tion to his never-failing attendance at 
the House of Commons, he filled these 
other laborious offices for thirty years. 
But the work which chiefly occupied 
the thoughts, and prompted the studies 
and inquiries of Mr. Rickman from the 
commencement to the close of his ca- 
reer, was the Census of Great Britain. 
The population, as well as the area of 
the country, had long been involved in 
much obscurity. If any one thing could 
evince more strikingly than another the 
low state of geographical and statistical 
science in this country, previous to Mr. 
Rickman’s inquiries, it would he the fact 
that Mr. Pitt, who had every wish to be 
accurate, and every means of obtaining 
the best information at bis command, 
adopted an area of forty-six instead of 
thirty-seven millions of acres in Eng- 
land and Wales as the basis of bis cal- 
culations respecting the income-tax. Dr. 
Price, in bis Essay on the Population of 
England and Wales, published in 1779, 
contended that it had been progressive- 
ly decreasing since the Revolution. This 
Essay excited a good deal of attention 
and controversy, and up to the begin- 
ning of the present century many had 
continued to take a gloomy view of our 
national resouroes, In 1796 Mr. Rick- 
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man wrote a paper entitled “ Thoughts 
on the Utility and Facility of a general 
Enumeration of the People of the Brit- 
ish Empire.’’ This MS. may be con- 
sidered as the origin of Mr. Rickman’s 
future success in life ; it was communi- 
cated by Mr. Rose, then member for 
Christchurch, to Mr. Abbot, who had 
turned his attention to the subject of 
population, and who, seeing at a glance 
the great powers of Mr. Rickman’s 
mind, appointed him his private secre- 
tary in 1800 (as before stated), on his 
becoming Chief Secretary and Privy 
Seal in Ireland. The population inquiry 
was accordingly founded upon a bill in- 
troduced by Mr. Abbot, in the begin- 
ning of 1801, and it was conducted by 
Mr. Rickman at the several decennary 
periods of 1801, 1811, 1821, and 1831. 
The results were comprised in one vo- 
lume, folio, at each of the three former 
periods, but those of 1831 occupied three 
volumes. The work is entitled “Ab- 
stract of the Answers and Returns made 
pursuant to an Act for taking account 
of the Population of Great Britain, sod 
of the increase or diminution thereof.’’ 
These three volumes were preceded by 
a volume, entitled , (i A comparative ac- 
count of the Population of Great Britain, 
1801, 1SI1, 1821, 1831. Alsoa State- 
ment of Progress in the Inquiry respect- 
ing the Occupations ol Families and 
Persons, and the duration of Life : with 
the annual value of real property in the 
year 1815.” The early completion of 
this preliminary work was unexpectedly 
and urgently required for the classifica- 
tion of boroughs in the framing of the 
Reform Bill ; and, as an instance of the 
despatch used, it may be mentioned that 
this volume, of 400 pages, containing 
the digested results of 28,000 returns 
which were not received until August, 
was presented to Parliament upon the 
following December of 1831. The full 
abstract of the answers made by the 
clergy as to their parish registers, ex- 
ceeding 14,000 in number, together 
with nearly 4,000 originid letters 
and others in special explanation, have 
been deposited by Mr. Hickman in the 
British Museum, in two very large vol- 
umes, entitled, “ Parish Registers, ex- 
tant 1831.’’ Prefixed to the census of 
1831, is a preface, or rather an intro- 
ductory treatise, in which is embodieda 
mass and a variety of information, which 
show the writer’s extensive learning, 
and the singular adroitness with which 
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be brought it to bear upon tbe least pro- 
mising subjects. A careful analysis of 
Mr. Rickman's work was given in the 
53rd volume of the Quarterly Review. 
Mr. Rickman's suggestions towards the 
extended mode of inquiry to be adopted 
in 1831, in the form of evidence taken 
before the Committee on the bill, were 
reprinted during the last year with a 
view to the approaching census ; and on 
the 21st of March, 1840, Mr. Rickman 
addressed a letter to Sir Henry Parnell, 
on the same subject. The bill for ef- 
fecting this object, which had been pre- 
pared by him, was brought into the 
House on the 1st June ; but at this 
stage Mr. Rickman's labours were in- 
terrupted by illness. Since the previous 
Easter he had been struggling against 
the rapid inroads of a fatal disorder in 
the throat ; and on the 2nd June he was 
induced to desist from further attempts 
to attend to bis duties at the House. 
This and other documents may show 
that the idea of deriving emolument 
from his labours was never present to 
his mind. A Population Act was exe- 
cuted by Mr. Rickman four several 
times, but tbe remuneration which he 
received (500 guineas for each on an 
average) was also considered as the re- 
ward of many intermediate labours, 
such as the various returns which be 
procured, and put in readiness for tbe 
press, on the following subjects ; — 1816- 
1836. Abstract of Poor Rate Return of 
1748-49-50, for Mr. Sturges Bourne’s 
Poor Law Committee, carried on an- 
nually for 20 years; causiug 3,000 ur- 
gent letters annually at first, and 1,000 
afterwards. 1833-4-5. Education Re- 
turns for Lord John Russell’s Education 
Committee, 3 vols. 1837. Education 
Return for Scotland. 1838. Church- 
rate Return ; on the motion of Mr. 
Wilks. 1839. Local Taxation : on the 
motion of Lord Eliot ; being a compen- 
dium of his own returns from the earliest 
to the latest time, upon Poor-rates, 
County Rates, Highway Rates, and 
Cburbh Rates, — the work of a whole 
year; illustrated with numerous re- 
marks characteristic of his research, 
and intimate acquaintance with local 
history and fiscal knowledge. In 1836, 
Mr. Rickman applied to the Home 
Office for permission to obtain returns 
of ancient parish registers. Lord John 
Russell acceded to the request, and in 
prosecution of this object Mr. Rickman 
«*w up one of bit admirable circular 


letters, and a form of entry, which, in 
October of that year, he forwarded un- 
der cover of the Home Office to all 
such clergy as he knew possessed regis- 
ters from the year 1570 to 1800. The 
returns were accordingly procured and 
abstracted, and one of tbe results of this 
inquiry, which was destined by Mr. 
Rickman to have appeared in the next 
census of 1841, is summed up in a tabu- 
lar sheet, entitled, “ Population of the 
several counties of England and Wales 
in 1570, 1600, 1630, 1670, 1700, and 
1750, calculated on the supposition that 
the registered baptisms, burials, and 
marriages in those years bore the same 
proportion to the actual population as in 
the year 1801 . ** This important work 
was left in complete readiness for the 
press, and has, together with his other 
official papers on population, been placed 
by his son at the disposal of the regis- 
trar-general. Mr. Rickman interested 
himself diligently in the useful applica- 
tion of the facts and numbers which he 
obtained, both as they formed the basis 
of life annuity calculations, and also as 
they illustrated tbe philosophy of health. 
With the latter view, perceiving tbe 
application of the facts and numbers he 
had collected to the philosophy of health, 
Mr. Rickman contributed many elabor- 
ate articles to the Medical Gazette in 
1835, and corresponded with foreign 
statisticians, being well informed of the 
progress of the science throughout 
Europe, and ever prompt to combat tbe 
errors, or to profit by tbe sagacity of his 
continental neighbours. In testimony 
of tbe appreciation of his labours in 
France, he received, in 1633, a diploma 
as honorary member of the Soctet6 
Fran$aise de Statistique TTniverselle. 
In similar pursuits he was continually 
bestowing upon public business an a- 
mount of energetic labour that can only 
be conceived by reviewing in detail tbe 
numerous services which he volunteered 
to render ; although throughout the last 
twenty-six years his duties had been de- 
taining him at the House of Commons 
after every member had quitted it at 
night. While conducting the affairs of 
the Highland Road and Bridge Com- 
missioners, Mr. Rickman had frequent 
intercourse with their engineer, the 
celebrated Mr. Telford, whose disinter- 
ested zeal and sterling sense he highly 
prized. They continued in intimate 
friendship ever after ; and Mr. Telford 
was encouraged, by Mr* Rickman’s tug* 
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geations, to occupy his latter days in 
writing his own life. Owing to the illus- 
trations destined to accompany it not 
hairing been completed during Mr. Tel- 
ford's lifetime, nor the MS. put in order 
for the press, Mr. Rickman became the 
editor of his friend's posthumous work, 
and published it in 1838, adding much 
matter and antiquarian illustration in 
the form of notes. From Mr. Rick- 
man's intimacy with Mr. Telford, and 
his taste for mechanical science, he was 
well known to many in the profession of 
Civil Engineers, and in February, 1835, 
he was selected an honorary member of 
their excellent institution. *In their 
annual report for the year 1841, a 
high encomium is passed upon Mr. 
Rickman, both for his talents, and 
for the very essential services which he 
rendered to the Institution, whenever 
application was made to him in Us 
behalf. Mr. Rickman’s acquaintance 
with Sir Joseph Banks had introduced 
him as a Fellow of the Royal Society in 
the year 1815. Although Mr. Rick- 
man, from the nature of his public 
business, had necessarily much to carry 
through the press, he was very averse 
to publishing the productions of his 
leisure pen ; among the works which he 
had printed for private circulation was, 
In conjunction with the late Dr* Smith, 
then dean of Christ Church, a Volume, 
entitled "Military Thanks,’' being a 
collection of the speeches of his de- 
ceased patron, the Right Hon. Charles 
Abbot (the late Lord Colchester) in 
communicating the thanks of the House 
of Commons to military commanders, in 
1807 — 16, with an Appendi* of appro- 
priate extracts, from the Gazettes Ex- 
traordinary, and a biographical sketch 
of his Lordship's useful and honourable 
career. He also printed a pamphlet 
upon Poor Law Amendment in 1832, 
on which subject he bestowed at all 
times great pains and much correspond- 
ence. Another, upon Poor Laws in 
Ireland, followed in 1833. On several 
other subjects he also printed his trea- 
tises, but for private circulation only. 
The last work Which has appeared from 
Mr. Rickman's pen is a “Treatise 
on the Antiquity of Stonehenge and 
Abury,” communicated to the Society 
of Antiquaries in the beginning of last 
year, and published in their “ Archso- 
logia.” In an additional volume (still 
unpublished) to Mr. Southey’s work, 
cailed> “Colloquies on the Progress and 


Prospects of Society, 1829,’' Mr. Rick- 
man contributed a large portion of the 
arguments and illustrations, as the 
author’s interlocutor. From time to 
time he had written a great number of 
lucubrations, evincing a wide range of 
knowledge and a singular readihess in 
bringing it to bear ; amongst them may 
be numbered eighty-seven articles in 
the Commercial and Agricultural Maga- 
zine, in the years 1799, 1800* and 1801. 
Of a similar, but generally of a more 
antiquarian cast, about 100 loose papers 
are preserved, for the most part etill in 
MS. A list of the chief of these is sub- 
joined to a Memoir lately circulated by 
his son, of which the present is an ab- 
stract. A large collection of letters 
addressed to him has also been pre- 
served, including many upon statistical, 
and many upon literary subjects ; among 
the former the most remarkable are 
from the late Lord Colchester, Mr. 
Poole, Mr. Frend, Sir Francis D'lVet- 
nois ; and among the latter from Lamb, 
Coleridge, and Southey. These latter, 
together with George Dyer, Manning, 
Admiral Burney (the circumnavigator), 
Sharon Turner, William Smith, and 
Telford, formed the circle of his early 
friends ; and by them his critical judg- 
ment and solid information were much 
sought and highly valued. For the late 
Aaron Arrowsmith, the hydrographer, 
and for the late Luke Hansard, the Par- 
liamentary printer, he had the highest 
esteem, and in 1828 vindicated the 
latter before a Committee of the House 
with a timely and most cordial sup- 
ort, giving an admirable sketch of 
is life, and interesting details of 
his indefatigable devotion to the in- 
terests of the House of Commons. 
All of Mr. Rickman's own letters are 
remarkable for the abundance and the 
novelty of the information which they 
contain, as well as for a peculiar combi- 
nation of courtesy and conciseness in 
their style ; some were penned in Latin, 
currente calamo, during the tedium of 4 
long night’s debate. Mr. Rickman pos- 
sessed a most retentive memory, its great 
natural powers having been strength- 
ened by his mental habit of strict and 
appropriate arrangement For, in addi- 
tion to his vigorous intellect, he was 
gifted with an admirable faculty of con- 
trivance, which enabled him so to digest 
and combine his stores of knowledge, 
that he felt himself at home on all 
topics, and seemed to possess an to 
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tuitive familiarity with almost every 
subject His discerning, severe, ana 
solid judgment may be estimated from 
the manner in which he eliminated all 
extrinsic matter, and seised upon the 
really important topics of investigation, 
supporting them by arguments and 
illustrations at once exact, felicitous, 
and profound. His character has been 
thus sketched in a letter to his son by 
Mr. Sharon Turner : — “ He was pecu- 
liarly a man of tacts and realities, and 
well adapted to all things that required 
close attention, investigation, and con- 
tinued mental labour. He was very 
anxious never to be deceived himself, 
and never to deceive others. He bad 
not a philosophical cast of mind, nor 
did he view his subjects with that course 
and style of thought. But he saw his 
main points quickly and adhered tena- 
ciously to them, and always threw light 
upon them. I would not call him a man 
of genius, but of a powerful and solid 
mind— quick, ardent, penetrating. Self- 
confident from experienced success in 
what he undertook, and not willing to 
yield his own opinions to the opposing 
conclusions of others — he was there- 
fore rather peremptory, both from the 
strength of his own convictions, and his 
earnest desire that what be deemed 
right should be thought or deemed so 
by others : but it was always in good 
humour. He bad a very straightfor- 
ward, upright, and honest-meaning 
mind— with nothing of the base or 
shabby in it. I never saw anything like 
trick, or subterfuge, or fraud, or hypo- 
crisy, in him: nor could he endure these 
in any other. He liked to skirmish in 
conversation, and so often attacked what 
be thought wrong in all parties, and in 
their leaders, that it was not easy to 
know what his settled opinions were on 
many of our political questions. He 
was at times a little impatient and stem; 
but whatever his manner might be, he 
was always a kind-hearted and worthy 
roan, — one of steady, moral conduct, — 
and desirous that all should be so. I 
think his public fame will rest mainly 
and soundly on his labours, efficiency, 
and arrangement of onr Population 
Census. His publications on this great 
Subject deserve the highest com men da- 
tiobs for tbe labour, discrimination, 
force of mind, patience of examination, 
sound judgment, and varied knowledge 
which they display. They seem to 
contain the substance of all that is most 


necessary to be known on this greet 
and interesting subject/' Since hi* 
connection with tbe House of Commons 
for a period of thirty-eight years, the 
life of Mr. Rickman may be best describ- 
ed as one course of disinterested zeal 
in the service of others. As the reward 
of much kindness and so much worth, 
he may be said especially to have en- 
joyed the good opinion and the deep 
respect of every individual who knew 
him. In 1805, he had married Su- 
sanna, daughter of Joseph Postleth waite, 
esq., of Harting, Sussex, who deceased 
the 12th of May, 1836, and has left 
one son' and two daughters. His body 
was interred in St. Margaret’s Church, 
Westminster; where they had been 
constant and most conscientious attend- 
ants for more than thirty years. On 
the 2nd of Feb. 1841 , tbe Speaker called 
the attention of the House of Commons 
to the great loss which they bad sus- 
tained since tbe last Session, by the 
death of Mr. Rickman ; and Lord John 
Russell thereupon gave notice, that 
upon the following evening he should 
move a resolution of the House to ex- 
press their sense of the great services 
of the late Mr. Rickman; and accord- 
ingly, after several members of all parties 
had taken the opportunity of bearing 
high testimony to his merits, the House 
" Resolved, nemine contradicente , That 
this house entertains a just and high 
sense of the distinguished and exem- 
plary manner in which John Rickman, 
esquire, late Clerk Assistant of tfaiff 
House, uniformly discharged the dutie* 
of his situation during his long attend- 
ance at the Table of this House.” 

SEPTEMBER. 

9. At Bagneres de Bigorre, his cha- 
teau, near Plaris, aged 72, Lieut- Gen. 
Benjamin Gordon, of Balbithan, co. 
Aberdeen. He was the eldest son of 
William Forbes, esq., late of Skellater, 
co. Aberdeen, and assumed the name 
of Gordon, by royal licence, in Aug. 
1836. He entered the army in 1779. 
and served in India from 1788 to 1811, 
with trifling intermission ; and during 
that time was in most of tbe battles 
under Lord Cornwallis, Sir Robert Aber- 
cromby. Generals Stuart, Hartley and 
Harris. He commanded the grenadier* 
of the 75tb at tbe storming of Seringa- 
patam; was one of tbe prize agents 
there, and afterwards commanded thfc 
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provinces of Malabar and Canara. He 
commanded the light infantry of the 
75th regiment at the capture of the 
French fortress of Mahd, on the Mala- 
bar coast, in 1793, and was appointed 
one of the prize agents for the capture. 
During a short leave to Europe, he was 
sent in command of a battalion of 
detachments belonging to India regi- 
ments, to the defence of Jersey, and 
after his final return from India he was 
for some time on the Irish staff. He 
was made major-general, 1813 ; and 
lieut.-general 1825. He was one of the 
twenty-one general officers receiving 
reward pensions for distinguished ser- 
vice. 

II. At Yong-toe-Kiang, China, aged 
28, Charles Eykyn Hodgkinson, Mate, 
R.N., late in command of her Majesty's 
schooner Young Hebe, at the taking of 
Chusan ; eldest son of T. Hodgkinson, 
esq., of Wirapole-street, Cavendish- 
square. 

14. At his residence at Eingwood, 
Hampshire, aged 94, Sampson Edwards, 
esq., Admiral of the Red. Capt. Ed- 
wards was in the Atlantic sloop of 14 
guns, in company with the Trcpassey of 
the same force, when they were attacked 
by an American frigate of 40 guns, and 
after a contest of three hours (in which 
Captain Smith of the Trepassey was 
killed) were compelled to surrender. 
Captain Edwards was promoted to post 
rank in October, 1782, and was present 
in the Terpsichore , 32, at the reduction 
of the West India Islands in 1793. He 
was promoted to be Rear-Admiral 180], 
Vice-Admiral 1806, and full Admiral 
1814. 

17. At Poonah, in India, Miss Emma 
Roberts, a lady distinguished by her 
intelligent writings. Miss Roberts had 
previously accompanied her sister, Mrs. 
MacNagbten, to India, and resided in 
that country some time; but on her 
death returned to England, and em- 
ployed her pen assiduously and advan- 
tageously in illustrating the condition 
of our Eastern dominions. Though 
considerably the elder, she was one of 
the early friends of the late Miss Lan- 
don (L. E. L.), and dwelt for several 
years with her in the same boarding- 
house. These were happy days, and 
little boded the premature and melan- 
choly fate which awaited them in foreign 
climes. Miss Roberts was the author 
of; — Memoirs of the Rival Houses of 
York sod Lancaster, historical and bio* 


graphical, 1827, 2 vols. 8vo. Oriental 
Scenes, Sketches and Tales, 1832, 12tno. 

29. At Kib worth, Leicestershire, aged 
76, the Rev. James fieresford, M. A., 
Rector of that parish. This gentleman 
was bom at Upham in Hampshire, on 
the 28th May, 1764, the second son of 
Richard Beresford, esq. He was edu- 
cated at the Charter-house school, and 
afterwards became a Fellow of Merton 
College, Oxford, where he attained the 
degree of M. A., 1798. He acquired 
very considerable literary celebrity by 
his satirical work entitled “ The Miser- 
ies of Human Life;" but it was one of 
a long series of literary productions, of 
which the chief were,*— The ASneid of 
Virgil; translated into English blank 
verse, 1794, 4to. The Song of the Sun, 
imitated from the ancient Icelandic Col- 
lection called the Edda, 1805, 8vo. The 
Battle of Trafalgar, 1805, 4to. The 
Miseries of Human Life ; or the Last 
Groans of Timothy Testy and Samuel 
Sensitive. Lend. 1806-7, 2 vols. 8vo. 
It had an extraordinary success, and 
found abundance of imitators. 

OCTOBER. 

11. AtChusan, Lieutenant John Wil- 
loughby Conway, of her Majesty's ship 
Modeste . 

12. At Chusan, aged 21, Henry Felix 
Vavasour, Lieutenant 1 8th Royal Irish, 
eldest son of Lieut.-Colonel Vavasour, 
Royal Engineers. 

21. After a protracted illness, the 
Right Rev. Nathaniel Alexander, D.D., 
Lord Bishop of Meath, and V Privy 
Councillor for Ireland, cousin to the 
Earl of Caledon. He was the eldest son 
of Robert Alexander, esq., elder bro- 
ther to James, first Earl of Caledon. 
Was consecrated Bishop of Clonfert in 
1801, and translated to Down and Con- 
nor in 1804, and to Meath in 1823. 

22. At Brighton, aged 79, the Right 
Hon. William Wickham, D.C.L. This 
gentleman was the elder son of Henry 
Wickham, esq., of Cottingley, co. York. 
He was sent Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss 
Cantons in 1 794 ; was afterwards Under 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart* 
ment in 1798 ; Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to the 
united Austrian ana Russian armies 
from 1799 to 1801 ; Secretary of State for 
Ireland from 1802 to 1804; sworn a 
Privy Councillor Jam 13, 1802 j and a 
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Lord of the Treasury from Feb. 1806 
to March 1807. At the general election 
of 1806 he was returned to Parliament 
for both the boroughs of Callington and 
Midhurst, but made his election for the 
former. After the breaking up of the 
Whig Administration in 1807 he retired 
from public life. He was presented to 
the honorary degree of D.C.L. at Ox- 
ford on the 3d of July, 1810. Mr. 
Wickham married Eleonora Magdalene, 
daughter of Mons. Louis Bertrand, Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics in the University 
of Geneva, and bad issue an only child, 
Henry Louis Wickham, esq., a barrister- 
at-law. 

23. In Park-street, Grosvenor-square 
Lieut-General Sir Joseph Straton, C.B. 
K.C.H., Colonel of the 6th or Inniskillen 
Dragoons ; F.R.S. Edinburgh. This 
officer was the son of Colonel Muter. 
He took the name of Straton on succeed- 
ing to the property of his aunt. Miss 
Straton, at Kirkside, near Montrose. He 
entered the service in Dec. 1794, in the 
2nd dragoon guards. He came into the 
brevet as Lieut. -Colonel in Aug. 1808, 
and accompanied his regiment to the 
Peninsula in Feb. 1810, and was in all 
the different engagements and affairs in 
which it bore a part during three years. 
In June, 1813, the Commander-in-Chief 
was pleased to acknowledge his services 
by giving him, without purchase, the 
Lieut.- Colonelcy of the 6th dragoons. 
He came into the brevet as Colonel, the 
4th of June, 1814. In April, he em- 
barked with his regiment, and com- 
manded it in the commencement of the 
battle of Waterloo, until by the fall of 
Major-General Sir William Ponsonby 
the command of the brigade, consisting 
of the 1st, 2nd, and 6th dragoons, de- 
volved on him, v Towards the close of 
the action Colonel Straton was wounded, 
and his horse wounded twice. He re- 
ceived for his services the order of St. 
Vlademir of the fourth class, from the 
Emperor of Russia, and was appointed 
a CD. He bus bequeathed the residue 
of his fortune amounting it is supposed 
to not less than 70,000/. to the University 
of Edinburgh. 

24. At Castlecomer, county of Kil- 
kenny, of typhus fever, the very Rev. 
Henry Richard Dawson, M.A. of Ox- 
ford, Dean of St. Patrick’s cathedral, 
Dublin, Rector of Castlecomer, Regis- 
trar to the most illustrious order of St, 
Patrick, and M.R.I.A. of which learned 
body he was a Vice-President. 


30. At Leamington, aged 66, the Hon, 
Charles Elphinstone Fleeming, of Cum« 
bernauld and Biggar, Admiral of the 
Blue, and Governor of Greenwich Hos- 
pital. He was the second son of John, 
eleventh Lord Elphinstone, by Anne, 
eldest daughter of James third Lord 
Ruthven, and niece to John Earl of 
Bute. He was promoted to the rank of 
Commander in the Tisi phone sloop, 
1794 ; and, on the 7th Oct. following, 
posted into the Tartar 28. The Tartar 
was wrecked at St. Domingo, in 1797, 
when engaged in cutting out some va- 
luable merchantmen, from under a 
French battery. His nextappointment 
was to the Diomede 50, in which ship he 
served on the East-India station during 
the remainder of the war. On the re- 
newal of hostilities against France, in 
1803, he obtained the command of the 
Egyptienne, a fine frigate, employed on 
the coast of France, where he captured 
several privateers, aud was also with Sir 
Robert Calder’s fleet in the action of 
July 22nd, 1805. Admiral Fleeming’s 
subsequentappointroents were to the Re- 
venge 74, in 1806 ; Bulwark 74, in 1807, 
employed in the Mediterranean ; Stan- 
dard 64, in 181 1 ; anu to be a Colonel 
of Royal Marines Aug. 12, 1812. His 
promotion to the rank of Rear-Admiral 
took place Dec. 4, 1813 ; in 1814 he was 
appointed Commander-in-Chief at Gib- 
raltar ; he obtained the rank of Vice- 
Admiral, July 19, 1821 ; and that of 
full Admiral in 1837. The Admiral 
assumed the name of Fleeining in con- 
sequence of his succeeding in 1799, on 
the death of his grand mother, (the Lady 
Clementina Fleeming, only child of John 
sixth Earl of Wigtoun, by his second 
wife, Lady Mary Keith, eldest daughter 
of William ninth Earl Marischal), to 
the estates of the Wigtoun family at 
Cumbernauld and Biggar. He was 
elected to Parliament for the county of 
Stirling the 13th Jan. 1802, and again 
at the general election of the same year. 
He was re-chosen at the subsequent 
elections of 1806 and 1807. In Sept. 
1839, he was appointed to succeed the 
late Sir Thomas Hardy aa Governor of 
Greenwich Hospital. His body was in- 
terred on the 7th Nov. at Leamington 
parish church. Admiral Fleeming 
married in 1816 Cataline Paulina Ale- 
6andro, a Spanish lady, and had issue 
one son, John, born in 1819, and four 
daughters. 

Lately. Killed in action in Upper 
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Scinde, Captain C. B. Raitt, of Car- 
phin. 

NOVEMBER. 

3. Aged 80, the Right Hon. Sir 
Samuel Shepherd. He was the son of 
a jeweller in London, and was called to 
the bar at the Inner Temple, Nov. 23, 
1781. In 1814 he was appointed Soli- 
citor General, and he received the 
honour of knighthood on the 11th of 
May. In 1817 he was promoted to the 
office of Attorney-General; and from 
June 1819 to Feb. 1830, he filled the 
bench of Lord Chief Baron of the court 
of Exchequer in Scotland. He was 
sworn a Privy Councillor July 23, 1819. 

13. Lost in the Fairy 10, surveying 
vessel, in the North Sea, Commander 
William Hewett, R.N. He entered the 
Service in 1805, passed his examination 
in June, 1812, and was promoted into 
the Inconstant frigate. Sept. 10, 1814; 
and to the rank of Commander, 8th 
Npv., 1826. During twenty years he 
commanded the Protector and Fairy 
Surveying vessels, on the North Sea 
station. The Fairy left the port of 
Harwich on the 13th Nov., for the pur- 
pose of surveying some neighbouring 
sands, and was never again heard of. 
Captain Hewett was a most distin- 
guished hydrographer, and a man of 
great general scientific acquirements. 
His eldest son, a midshipman, and bis 
brother-in-law, the master of the vessel, 
perished by the same calamity. The 
Trinity House, evinced their sense of 
his services by presenting 200/. to his 
widow, upon whom, also, government 
have bestowed a pension from the civil 
list. 

17. At his residence in the Close of 
the Cathedra], Lincoln, in his 72d year, 
John Gardiner, esq., one of her Ma- 
jesty's deputy lieutenants for the county 
of Lincoln. Mr. Gardiner by his will 
pnade the following munificent bequests 
to charitable institutions. To the 
County Hospital at Lincoln, 200/. The 
Church Missionary Society, 1001. The 
Royal Humane Society, 100/. The 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 100/. 
The Lincolnshire Coast Shipwreck As- 
sociation, 50/. The Lincoln Dispen- 
sary, SOI, The poor of St. Mary Mag- 
dalene, Lincoln, 10/. 10«.; and the poor 
of St. Peter’s at Gowta in Lincoln, 
10 /. 10 *. 


20. AtBlackwall,aged 60, Mr. Samuel 
Lovegrove. Mr. L. has contributed not 
a little to the good living of the worthy 
citizens of London. He first kept the 
Horn Tavern, in Doctors’ Commons; 
afterwards the Crown and Sceptre, at 
Greenwich ; then built two splendid 
taverns at Blackwall, both of which 
he occupied, and at the same time kept 
the well-known London Cofiee-hoose, 
Ludgate-hill. 

25. At St. Servan, in France, aged 
82, John Inglett Fortescue, esq., justice 
of the peace for Devon., and late lieut.- 
colonel of the North Devon. Yeomanry 
Cavalry. 

28. At Tewin Water, Hertfordshire, 
aged 82, Henry Cowper, esq., a bencher 
of the Middle Temple. He was the third 
son of Gen. Spencer Cowper, by Char- 
lotte, daughter of John Baber, e&q. 
He was cousin-german to the poet 
Cowper. Mr. Cowper was called to the 
bar by the Society of the Middle Tem- 
ple on the 26th May, 1775, and was for 
many years Clerk-Assistant of the Par- 
liament, and Clerk to the Haase of 
Peers. 

29. At his seat, Orleton Hall, Salop, 
aged 57, Edward Cludde, esq. He was 
the representative of the Saxon family 
of Cludde, or Cluydde, which, it is be- 
lieved, had continued in the uninter- 
rupted possession of Cluddley, near the 
Wrekin, from a period long anterior to 
the Norman conquest. In 1828, Mr. 
Cludde married Catherine Harriet, only 
daughter of Lieut-General Sir William 
Cockburn, Bart., N. S., by whom he 
has left a daughter, his heiress. 

29. At Boddington Manor-house, 
aged 82, John, eldest son of the late 
J. Blagdon, esq., of Northcote Manor- 
house, Devon. , 


DECEMBER. 

3. At Coughton-court, Warwickshire, 
in his 84th year, Sir Charles Throck- 
morton, the seventh Bart, of Coughton, 
county of Warwick, (1642). He was 
born on the 2d Nov. 1755, the third son 
of George Throckmorton, esq., (who 
died in the lifetime of his father the 
fourth Baronet,) by Anna Maria, only 
daughter of William P. Aston, esq., of 
Horton, county of Gloucester. He suc- 
ceeded to the baronetcy on the death of 
bis brother Sir Charles, July 27, 1826, 
being the third brother who had In hun 
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inherited the dignity. He married 
Mary, the youngest daughter of Ed- 
mund PJowdeu, esq., of Plowden Hall, 
in the county of Salop, by whom he had 
no issue. 

— At his house in Portman-square, 
after a protracted illness, Robt. Ferguson, 
esq., of Raith, M.P., for the Kirkaldy 
district of Burghs, and Lord Lieutenant 
of the county of Fife. He was the re- 
presentative of an ancient family, and 
the eldest son of William Ferguson, 
esq., by Jane, daughter of Ronald Crau- 
ford, of Restalrig, and sister to Mar- 
garet, Countess of Dumfries. Mr. Fer- 
guson was elected in 1806 for Fifeshire, 
and in 1831 represented the Kirkaldy 
district of burghs, and in 1835 was re- 
turned for Haddingtonshire; but at the 
genera] election of 1837 he was defeated 
by Lord Ramsay, and returned to the 
representation of the Kirkaldy division 
of Burghs. He was a cordial supporter 
of the measures of the Whig govern- 
ment. 

— At Vienna, tb# celebrated astrono- 
mer, Von Littrow, Director of the Ob- 
servatory, and Professor of Astronomy 
b the University. 

9. At Acre, from the fever of the 
country, Lieut.-Colonel Walker, C. B. 
commanding the Royal Marine forces. 
He entered the marine corps on the 2d 
Sept. 1797. From 1802 to 1 805 he was 
at the taking of the islands of St. Lucien, 
Tobago, Demerara, and Berbice, in the 
West Indies, and performed the duties 
of adjutant to the Royal Marine Bat- 
talion, and was at the storming of the 
battery called Petit Ance d’Albett, 
where he was wounded, and was pre- 
sented with a sword and 100/. by the 
Patriotic Fund at Uoyd’s. He was also 
employed in various attacks on the en- 
emy’s vessels and batteries, and on a 
frigate and brig uuder Fort Edward, 
Martinique. Whilst in the Spartan he 
was actively engaged in cutting out 
vessels and destroying the batteries of 
the enemy in the Mediterranean. In 
1828, 1829, and 1830, when senior officer 
ta the Mediterranean, he received the 
public thanks of the Board of Admiralty, 
through the Commandant of Royal 
Marines in London ; and also of the 
Hon. Sir F. Ponsonby, Commander of 
the forces on that station, at the inspec- 
tion of ibe marine battalion at Malta, 
which was reported to the Board of Ad- 
miralty and to the Admiral Sir P. Mal- 
colm, who issued a public order of thanks 
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and congratulation on the occasion. 
Lieut-Colouel Walker was especially 
selected by the Admiralty in July last 
for the command of the Royal Marines 
in Syria, and landed at d’Jouni with 
1500 marines, 200 Austrians, and 500 
Turks, under his command, and so ably 
fulfilled the trust committed to him, as 
to merit the particular notice of Briga- 
dier-General Sir C. Smith, who ap- 
pointed him to the command of the 
British troops at Acre, where he unfor- 
tunately met with an untimely death. 

11. At Kew Green, in his eighty- 
third year, Francis Bauer, esq., F. R. 
and L.S.S. He was horn at Feldsberg, 
in Austria, in 1758. 

14. In Hoxton-square, aged 85, the 
Rev. Watts Wilkinson, B.A., for sixty- 
one years afternoon lecturer of St Mary 
Aldcrmary, and for thirty-seven years 
Tuesday-morning lecturer of St. Bar- 
tholomew Exchange. He was born of a 
family of Dissenters and received his 
baptismal name from the celebrated 
Doctor Isaac Watts. He was ordained 
in 1779, and preached his first sermon 
at St. Ann*6, Blackfriars. 

15. At Nairn, aged 75, Commander 
James Rose, K.S. He obtained the rank 
of Lieutenant 1796, and was wounded 
on bqfird the Ardent at the battle of 
Camperdown in 1797. In February 
1805, when commanding the Growler 
gun-brig, he captured a French national 
brig of 7 guns and fifty men, and in the 
following month two gun- boats from a 
division of flotilla. 

— At Wargrave, aged 55, Francis 
Bramah, esq., second son of the late 
Joseph Bramah, esq., engineer. 

17. In Portland-place, aged 76, 
George Hay Dawkins Pennant, esq. of 
Penrhyn Castle, near Bangor, in Car- 
narvonshire. Mr. Pennant was the 
third son of Henry Dawkins, esq., of 
Standlinch, co. Wilts. ; grandson of 
Elizabeth Pennant, wife of Henry Daw- 
kins, esq., of Jamaica, aunt to the late 
Lord Penrhyn. On Lord Penrhyn ’s 
death in 1808, he was left heir to his fine 
property, and in consequence took the 
surname of Pennant. Mr. Pennant was 
the possessor of the celebrated slate 
quarries near Bangor, which produced 
him an enormous revenue. Mr. Pen- 
nant married, first, June 25, 1807, the 
Hon. Sophia Mary Maude, daughter of 
Cornwallis, first Viscount Hawardeq. 
This lady died Jan. 23, 1812. Mr. 
Pennant married secondly. May 4, 1814, 
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Elizabeth, elder daughter of the Hon. 
William Henry Bouverie, uncle to the 
Earl of Radnor, and sister to Lady 
Heytesbury; who survives. The de- 
ceased's personal property is sworn 
under 600,000/., and a stamp duty of 
1 1 ,500/. was paid on the probate alone. 
The real property is nearly 80,000/. 
a-year. The bulk of the property is 
given among his children and grand- 
children. 

17* At Bath, in his 75th year, Sir 
Henry William Bayntun, G.C.B., Ad- 
miral of the Blue. This officer was a 
son of a gentleman who formerly held 
the office of British Consul-General, at 
Algiers. He served as a lieutenant at 
the reduction of Martinique, in 1794, 
and was promoted to the Avenger sloop, 
from which he removed into theNautilus , 
a vessel of the same class ; and obtained 
post rank in the Undaunted of 32 guns, 
by commission bearing date May 4, 
1794. In 1796 Captain Bayntun, com- 
manded the Reunion 36, which was lost 
in the Swin, on the 7th Dec. On the 
renewal of the war, in 1 803, be was en- 
trusted with the command of a squadron 
stationed off St. Domingo, where he 
cruized with great activity, and cap- 
tured several armed vessels, among 
which was the Creole , French frigate of 
44 guns, having General Morgan and 
staff, with 530 troops, on board. On 
returning from the Jamaica station, Sir 
Henry was appointed to the Leviathan 
74, and ordered to the Mediterranean, 
where he joined the fleet under Lord 
Nelson, with whom he went in pursuit 
of the combined squadrons of France 
and Spain. On the glorious 21st of 
Oct. 1805, the Leviathan passed through 
the enemy’s line, and had assisted in 
disabling and silencing the French 
admiral’s ship, as also the huge San - 
titrima Trinidada, when Sir Henry 
found himself much galled by a distant 
cannonade from several others of the ene- 
my's ships ; at length, the St. Augustin 
of 74 guns, bearing the broad pendant of 
Commodore Cazigal, gave him an op. 
portunity of closing with her, which 
was immediately embraced, and she was 
soon compelled to surrender. Towards 
the latter end of the same year, Sir 
Henry accompanied the expedition sent 
for the reduction of Chili ; and subse- 
quently, commanded the flotilla sent up 
the North river to Colonia. His pro- 
motion to the rank of Vice-Admiral took 
r .ace in 1812 , to Rear-Admiral in 1621 , 


and full Admiral In 1837- On the en- 
largement of the order of the Bath, the 
2nd Jan. 1815, he was nominated a 
K.C.B. ; and in October, 1839, was pro- 
moted to the grade of Grand Cross, in 
addition to which he had received a 
medal, and a pension of 300/. per an- 
num, for good service, as also an hono- 
rary reward from the Patriotic Fund. 
Sir Henry married Miss Mayhew, Aug. 
23, 1 809, and was left a widower, Sept 
16, 1830. 

20. At his chambers, James-street, 
Adelphi, Thomas Hill, esq., a gentle- 
man much respected for his kind-hearted 
attentions to authors, artists, and men 
of taste in general. Mr. Hill was born 
in the North of England ; and, whilst 
carrying on an extensive business ast 
drysalter in Queenhithe, became at the 
west end of the town a great book col. 
lector, a patron of rising merit, a lover 
and encourager of art, and one of the 
leading critics and supporters of the 
drama. Having n\pt with some severe 
losses in business, he abandoned alto- 
gether his mercantile pursuits, foiling 
back upon some property which be pos- 
sessed in the North, and enjoying so- 
ciety at his ease. 1 1 was chiefly through 
bis influence that the patronage of 
Southey and Capel Lofft was extended 
towards Henry Kirke White, and the 
poet Bloomfield, author of the “ Far- 
mer’s Boy.” He was for many years 
the joint proprietor, with Mr. Lichfield, 
of the magazine called the Monthly 
Mirror, and, at various times, held 
other literary and newspaper property. 
For a long period be favoured the Morn- 
ing Chronicle , and since the Herald, 
with short, well-condensed, and neatly 
worded paragraphs and criticisms on 
remarkable new works, accounts of emi- 
nent book and other auctions, litemry 
negociations between celebrated authors 
and publishers, &c. But the principal 
feature of Mr. Hill's literary cbaractir 
rests upon bis great zeal as a liberal 
collector of olf English poetry, few 
persons having exceeded him in tbzt 
pursuit, either as regarded industry or 
expenditure. The gems of bis collec- 
tion were purchased by Messrs. Long- 
man and Co., and they formed the chief 
bulk of their celebrated catalogue of 
old English lore, entitled, “ Bibliotheca 
Anglo-Poetica,” (issued in I815,)which 
will always rank as one of the most 
valuable catalogues of books ever pub- 
lished. In politics he was ever mode- 
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DEATH9.— Dec. 1840. 


rate And liberal ; in letters ever warm 
and encouraging. Full of anecdote, he 
was a welcome guest in every quarter, 
and few men were ever more sought 
and invited to the genial board. His 
own little foible of curiosity, which, 
betrayed him to be the amiable ori- 
ginal of Poole's Paul Pry, often amused 
his laughing friends at his expense, 
and'never injured a human being. He 
'happened to know * so many people, 
ana so many things, that listeners were 
often jocular, if not sceptical, upon his 
statements : but the real truth was, 
that he had been so widely and so con- 
fidentially trusted, that his information 
was almost incredible. Mr. Hill is sup- 
posed to have completed his eightieth 
year. His precise age must, however, 
remain in that uncertainty in which he 
ever delighted to involve it, saying, 
facetiously, that the register of his 
birth was destroyed in the fire of Lon- 
don ! He died remarkably easy, and 
his old, faithful, and inseparable friend, 
Edward Dubois, esq., the barrister, was 
with him at the time of his decease. 

21. In Chester-terrace, Regent’s 
Park, aged 32, James Abernethy, esq., 
only son of the late John Abernethy, 
esq., the celebrated surgeon. 

— At Bath, Lady Smyth, widow of 
Sir Hugh Smyth, Bart., of Ashton-ct., 
Somerset, and of Rockley House, Wilts, 
who died without issue in 1824. 

— AtHardingstone, aged 85, Robert 
Breton, esq., the last male descendant 
of that family located at Teeton. 

— At Cadiz, in his 42nd year, Frank 
Hall Standish, esq., of Duxbury Hall, 
in the parish of Chorley, county of Lan- 
caster. This gentleman, who was well 
known by his life of Voltaire, and bis 
elegant taste for the arts, was the only 
child of Anthony Hall of Flass, in the 
county of Durham, esq., and grandson 
of Anthony Hall, by Margaret, sister of 
Sir Thomas Standish of Duxbury, Bart, 
who died in 1 756, upon succeeding to 
whose estates he assumed the name and 
arms of Standish in addition to Hall. 
Mr. Hall Standish, who died unmarried, 
by his will bequeathed to his Majesty 
the King of the French all his books, 
niAnuscripts, prints, pictures, and draw- 
ings, containing several paintings of 
high price. Among them, besides the 
fine Murillos, are some by Zorbaranand 
other masters of the Spanish school, and 
a great many of the Italian, Flemish, 
And French schools. Most of the 
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books are valuable, and are upwards of 
4,000 in number. Louis Philippe ac- 
cepted the legacy, but signified his in- 
tention to replace all the principal pic- 
tures with others of equal value. 

23. Suddenly, in Stratford -place, 
Marylebone, aged 68, Lieut.-Gen. Sir 
William Henry Pringle, G.C.B., Colonel 
of the 45th foot, and a member of the 
Consolidated Board of General Officers. 
He entered the army as Cornet, July 6, 
1792 ; was made Lieutenant, Feb. 1803 ; 
Captain, October 1794; Major in the 
lllth foot, Sept. 1794; Lieut.-Col. 
1799; Capt. and Lieut.-Col. in the 2nd 
foot guards, 1802 ; Colonel in the army, 
1809 *, and Major-Gen., Jan. 1, 1812. 
In the last-named year he was appointed 
on the staff of the Peninsular army; 
and he commanded a brigade at the 
battles of Salamanca, the Pyrenees, and 
Nivelle. He received the thanks of the 
House of Commons in person, after the 
battle of Salamanca, on the 10th Feb., 
1813; and two votes of thanks on the 
24th of June, 1814, for the battles of the 
Pyrenees and Orthes and Nivelle. In 
Feb. 1814, he was severely wounded in 
France. On the 12th May following, 
he was appointed Colonel of the royal 
Newfoundland Fencibles; on the 1st of 
April, 1816, he was promoted to the 
64th foot; and in 1838 to the 45th, 
having attained the rank of Lieut.-Gen. 
in 1825. He was appointed a Knight 
Commander of the Bath on the en- 
largement of the Order in January, 
1815, and was subsequently advanced to 
be Grand Cross. Sir W. H. Pringle 
sat in the Parliaments of 1820 and 
1825, for the borough of Liskeard, 
which was in the patronage of his wife’s 
family. He married in 1806, Hester 
Harriet Pitt, only child of the Hon. 
Edward James Eliot, eldest son of 
Edward Craggs, Lord Eliot, by Lady 
Harriet Pitt, second daughter of Wil- 
liam first Earl of Chatham. 

24. At Liverpool, in Australia, Mr. 
Moore, who has bequeathed a very large 
fortune for establishing a college in Aus- 
tralia, and for other charitable purposes. 

30. At Leamington, Samuel George 
Pechell, esq., Post Captain, R. N., of 
Bereley, Hants. He was the second 
son of the late Augustus Pechell. esq.. 
Receiver. general cf Customs, by Sarah, 
third daughter and co-beiress of Thomas 
Drake, D. D., Rector of Amersharo. 
He was made Lieut. 180], Commander 
1809, and Post Captain 1810. 
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Lately . At Cheltenham, at an ad* 
vanced age, Maria Eliza, widow of Sir 
Nigel Bowyer Griesley, bart., daughter 
and heiress of Caleb Garway, esq., of 
Worcester. 

— In Dublin, aged 85, Major Henry 
Charles Sirr, a magistrate of the Head 
Police Office, 

— Killed at the bombardment of St. 
Jean d* Acre, Lieutenant Le Mesurier, 
of her Majesty’s ship Talbot, son of the 
late Rev. Mr. Le Mesurier, rector of 
Horton near Darlington. 

— Aged 81, her serene highness the 
Dowager Princess of Reuss Koestritz, 
daughter of Prince Henry Reuss d’Ebers- 
dorf, widow of Prince Henry of Reuss- 
Schleiz-Koestritz who died the 22nd 
Sept., 1814, mother of the present 
prince, and great-aunt to her Majesty. 

— At Toronto, Capt. F. Halkett, of 
the Coldstream Guards, military secre- 
tary to Sir G. Arthur, and eldest son of 
Gen. Sir Hugh Halkett. 

— At Brighton, aged 80, the Right 
Hon. John Somers Cocks, Earl Somers, 
Lord Lieutenant And Custos Rotulorum 
of Herefordshire, and Chief Steward of 
Hereford. His lordship was born on 
the 6th of May, 1760, the eldest and 
only son by the first marriage of Charles 
first Lord Somers, by Elizabeth, sixth 
daughter of Richard Eliot, esq., sister 
to the first Lord Eliot, and aunt to the 
present Earl of St. German’s. At the 
general election of 1790, he came into 
Parliament for the borough of Reigate, 
and he was re-chosen in 1796 and 1802. 
He voted at first with Mr. Pitt ; but in 
March, 1791, on occasion of the dispute 
with the Empress Catherine, he de- 
clared that minister had entirely lost 
his confidence, and ever after supported 
Whig measures. Lord Somers was twice 
married. His first wife, to whom he 
was united on the 19th March, 1785, 
was Margaret, only daughter of the 
Rev. Treadway Russell Nash, D.D.. the 
historian, of Worcestershire, and editor 
of Hudibras ; who died Feb. 9, 1831, 
and his lordship married secondly, June 
3, 1834, Jane, fourth daughter of his 
uncle, James Cocks, esq., and widow of 
the Rev. George Waddington. % By his 
first marriage he bad issue three sons 
and one daughter. 

— In India, in the battle near Bamian, 
Percival B. Lord, M.B. Dr. Lord was 
the son of the Rev. John Lord, of Mit- 
chelstown, in the county of Cork, and 
was educated at the Dublin University, 


-Dec. 1840. 

where he obtained several honourii Hi 
devoted himself to the medical profes- 
sion, and became a contributor of many 
valuable essays to the medical journals, 
and also published several works, of 
which his “ Outlines of popular Physi- 
ology ’’ is deservedly esteemed. Hir- 
ing received a medical appointment ia 
the East India Company’s service, he 
devoted himself to the study of Persian 
with such success that he was attached 
to Sir Alexander Buraes’ mission to 
Caubul : while with this mission he bad 
an opportunity of visiting Tartary, and 
tire information he transmitted to the 
Indian Government showed so much 
knowledge of the customs and policy of 
the Asiatics, that he was removed from 
the medical to the diplomatic depart* 
ment) and had a very distinguished 
share in the political events leading to 
the invasion of Afghanistan. At the 
battle of Bamian, being in advanoewith 
a regiment of native cavalry, the men 
from cowardice or treachery deserted 
tbeir officers, who nobly stood their 
ground against the enemy’s charget 
many fell, and Lord, who had fought 
among the foremost, was cut down, si 
the moment when by the defeat and suw 
render of Dost Mahomed, the success 
of his policy seemed on the point of 
triumph. 

Lately. At Rome, at the age of 81, 
the Abbe Feliciano 8carpellini, a cele* 
brated astronomer, Director of the Pon- 
tifical Observatory, Professor of Astron* 
omy in the University, author of many 
works on astronomy, mathematics, and 
natural philosophy. His astronomies! 
instruments And his collection of speci- 
mens of natural history, have been pur* 
chased by the papal government, and 
presented to the University at Rome. 

— At Paris, Count Miot de Meliti, 
Member of the Academy of Inscriptions 
and Belles Lettres, and translator of 
Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus. 

— At Tarbes, aged 85, Bertrand 
Barrere, one of the most conspicuous 
actors in the first French revolution. 
Barrere was a member of the States 
General and of the National Convention, 
and presided over the latter assembly 
on the trial of Louis XVI ; he belonged 
to the party of Girondins. During the 
progress of the revolution, Barrere dis- 
tinguished himself as an author and 
journalist, and in the latter capacity 
edited the earliest organ of his party, 
Le Paint du Jour . At tht request of 
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APPENDIX TO CHRONICLE. 
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Napoleon be translated the Poems of 
Ossian into French, and was the author 
of several works of revolutionary prin- 
ciples. He was exiled by the Bourbons 
at the Restoration as a regicide. 


1841. 


JANUARY. 

1. At his house in St. Giles’s, Oxford, 
in his 79th year, Samuel Colling <voo4 
esq., for many years superintendent of 
the University press. Mr. Collingwood 
possessed a great fund of information, 
obtained from extensive reading, on 
most subjects, and to this was added a 
perfect knowledge of his business. 

2. At Broke Hall, Suffolk, aged 64, 
Sir Philip Bowes Vere Broke, barU, 
K.C.B., Rear-Admiral of the Red. Sir 
Philip Bowes Vere Broke, hart, was 
the eldest son of Philip Bowes Broke, of 
Nacton, co. Suffolk, esq., by Elizabeth, 
daughter of the Rev. Charles Beaumont, 
M.A., of Witnesham, in the same 
county. He was born Sept 9, 1776; 
completed his education at the Royal 
Academy, Portsmouth ; and commenced 
his naval earner as a midshipman on 
board ihe Bull Dog, sloop of war, June 
25, 1792. From her he removed with 
Capt. George Hope, into I’Eclair , a 
French prise corvette on the Mediter- 
ranean station, where he was employed 
in much active service, particularly at 
the siege of Bastia. May 25, 1794, he 
joined his former captain in the Romu- 

of 36 guns, which ship was attached 
to the fleet under Vice-Adm. Hotbam, 
in the action off Genoa, Mar. 14, 1795 ; 
and, on the 8th June following, he was 
removed into the Britannia, a first- rate, 
bearing the flag of that officer, by whom 
he was appointed third Lien tenant of 
the Southampton frigate, in which be 
was present in an aetion with La Ve*tale 
French frigate, and the capture of l ’ Utile 
corvette, and returned to England, after 
witnessing the defeat of the Spanish 
fleet by Sir John Jervis, Feb. 14, 1797* 
He afterwards served under the Hon. 
Captain Charles Herbert, in the Amelia 
frigate, and bore a part in the battle 
between Sir J. B. Warren and M. Bom- 
port, off the coast of Ireland, Oct. 12, 
1796. Lioo tenant Brake was appointed 


Commander in Jan. 1799, and Post Cap* 
tain Feb. 14, 1801. Previously to his 
latter promotion he commanded the 
Shark sloop of war, employed in pro- 
tecting the trade oft* the coast of Hol- 
land. In April 1805 be was appointed 
to the Druid frigate, in which he cap- 
tured the privateer French ship, Prince 
Murat , of 18 six-pounders and 127 
men. On the 1st May, 1806, Captain 
Broke fell in with le Pandour , a na- 
tional brig of 18 guns and 1 14 men, 
which, after a pursuit of 160 miles, 
was taken by the squadron under Rear- 
Admiral Stirling, and conducted to 
Plymouth by the Druid . His next ap- 
pointment was, in June 1806, to the 
Shannon , rated at 38 guns, in which 
ship be established his fame as a British 
naval commander. In April 1807, 
Captain Broke was sent with the Me- 
leager of 32 gun s, under his orders, to 
protect the whale fishery in the Green- 
land seas, in doing which lie approached 
nearer to the pole than any other ship of 
war had ever done, excepting those un- 
der Lord Mulgrave. Towards the close of 
the same year he accompanied the ex- 
pedition sent against Madeira. 1 n Nov. 
following he joined company with Cap- 
tain Seymour of the Amethyst, about an 
hour after that officer had captured the 
Thetis, French frigate. On the 27th 
J&n. 1809, he took, after a long chase, 
le Pommereuil cutter privateer of 14 
guns and 60 men, and remained attached 
to the Channel fleet until Sept. 1811, 
when he proceeded to the Halifax sta- 
tion. On the 18th June, 18)2, a formal 
declaration of war against Great Britain 
was made by the United States ; and on 
the 5tb of the ensuing month. Captain 
Broke was despatched with a squadron 
to blockade the enemy’s ports ; and he 
was actively employed during the re- 
mainder of the year. In 18 1 3 be sailed 
to reconnoitre the port of Boston, and 
when he had remained there more than 
two months, be attained the object of 
his wishes, a fair encounter with the 
American flag. This was the me- 
morable battle of the Shantton and 
Chesapeake , fought on the 1st of June, 
1813. It commenced at five p.m., both 
ships steering full tinder their topsails ; 
“after exchanging between two and 
three broadsides, the enemy’s ship 
(says Capt. Broke in his despatch) 
fell on board of us, her rnizen*channe)t 
locking In with our fore- rigging. I 
went forward to ascertain her petition \ 
N 2 
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and, observing that the enemy were 
flinching from their guns, I gave orders 
to prepare for boarding. Our gallant 
bands appointed to that service im- 
mediately rushed in, under their respec- 
tive officers, upon the enemy’s decks, 
driving every thing before them with 
irresistible fury. The enemy made a 
desperate but disorderly resistance. 
The bring continued at all the gang- 
ways, and between the tops, but in two 
minutes’ time the enemy were driven 
sword in hand from every port. The 
American flag was hauled down, and the 
proud old British Union floated trium- 
phant over it. In another minute they 
ceased firing from below, and called for 
quarter. The whole of this service was 
achieved in fifteen minutes from the 
commencement of Reaction.” The loss 
of the enemy was about seventy killed, 
and one hundred wounded. Of the 
Shannon twenty-three slain, and fifty- 
six wounded. The Chesapeake , a fine 
frigate, mounting 49 guns, went into 
action with 440 men ; and the Shannon , 
having picked up some recaptured sea- 
men, had 330. “After the enemy 
upon the forecastle bad submitted, Capt. 
Broke ordered one of bis men to stand 
sentry over them, and sent most of the 
others aft, where the conflict was still 
going on. He was in the act of giving 
them orders to answer the fire from the 
Chesapeake's main-top, when the sentry 
called lustily out to him. On turning 
round, the captain found himself opposed 
by three of the Americans ; who, seeing 
they were superior to the British then 
near them, had armed themselves afresh. 
Dipt. Broke parried the middle fellow’s 
pike, and wounded him in the face ; but 
instantly received from the man on the 
pikeman’s right a blow with the butt- 
end of a musket, which bared his skull, 
and nearly stunned him. Determined 
to finish the British commander, the 
third man cut him down with his broad- 
sword, and at that very instant, was 
himself cut down by one of the Shannon'* 
seamen. Capt. Broke and his trea- 
cherous foe now lay side by side ; each, 
although nearly powerless, struggling 
to regain his sword, when a marine 
despatched the American with his 
bayonet.” On the 2nd Nov. following 
Captain Broke was raised to the dignity 
of a baronet of Great Britain, “ in con- 
sideration of the distinguished zeal, 
courage, and intrepidity displayed by 
him in his brilliant action with the 


Chesapeake ;** and in Feb. 1814, he 
received the royal permission to bear 
a crest of honourable augmentation to 
his family arms, together with the 
motto, u Samtrnoue tridentem servamus .** 
It would be endless to detail the various 
instances of compliment and congra- 
tulation paid to Capt. Broke, on account 
of this glorious achievement The un- 
derwriters of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, 
presented him with an address of ac- 
knowledgment for recapturing and pre- 
serving some of their most valuable 
vessels, accompanied by a piece of plate, 
value 100 guineas. The Court of Com- 
mon Council of London voted him their 
thanks, with the freedom of the city, 
and a sword of 100 guineas value. The 
thanks of the corporation of Ipswich 
(the freedom of which he was by birth 
entitled to), were also presented to him, 
and a subscription opened by the gentry 
and other inhabitants of the county of 
Suffolk, for the purpose of purchasing 
hint a piece of plate, which closed at an 
amount of about 730/. A convivial 
society at Ipswich, called “The Free 
and Easy Club,” likewise subscribed 
100 guineas for the purchase of a silver 
cup. On Sir Philip Broke’s return to 
England, the Shannon being found unfit 
for further service, he was offered the 
command of one of the new 6bips built 
to match the large American vessels, 
misnamed frigates ; but his wound was 
not then sufficiently healed to allow of 
his immediately serving again. He 
was nominated a K.C.B. Jan. 7, 1815. 
Sir Philip married, Nov. 25, 1802, Sarah 
Louisa, daughter of Sir William Mid- 
dleton, hart., by whom he had a nu- 
merous family, of whom only two sons 
aod one daughter survive. 

3. In Hanover-square, the Duchess 
of Cannizzaro. She was daughter of 
Governor Johnstone, younger brother of 
Sir W. Johnstone Poulteney, bart. She 
succeeded to her immense fortune in 
consequence of the will of one of her 
brothers, who had acquired it ; and her 
husband succeeded to the title of Duke 
of Cannizzaro on the death of his father 
by a family compact, with the consent 
of his eldest brother, the Prince Lw- 
deria. 

5. At his residence, Hurley, tear 
Maidenhead, aged 58, the Rev. Robert 
Mason, D.D., of Queen’s college, Ox- 
ford. He graduated M.A. 1813, B D. 
1820, and D.D. 1823. Dr. Mason has 
bequeathed to the University of Oxford 
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s very curious painting of the Zodiac 
of Tentyra, in Egypt, together with a 
description of the same; as well as all 
his Egyptian papyri, and a model of the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre at Jeru- 
salero ; the former to be placed in the 
Picture Gallery, the latter in the Bod- 
leian Library; to which library he also 
bequeaths the sum of 40,000/. (stock), 
to be expended for the benefit of the 
said library, at the uncontrolled dis- 
cretion of the trustees. To Queen's 
College he has left all his Egyptian, 
Grecian, Roman, and other relics of an- 
tiquity, (excepting as before bequeathed 
to the University and the Bodleian,) 
together with a picture of the late Mr. 
Belzoni, and his shells ; and, in addi- 
tion 30,000/. (stock), to be expended in 
books for the use of the society. 

9. At Paris, aged 82, Dr. Gilchrist, 
the distinguished Orientalist. Dr. Gil- 
christ was a native of Edinburgh, and 
was educated for the medical profession, 
and went to Calcutta with an appoint- 
ment in the medical service of the East 
India Company. At this time the 
Company were satisfied if their servants 
had a competent knowledge of Persian, 
in which language the acts of the go- 
vernment, and the proceedings of the 
legal tribunals were registered ; but 
Dr. Gilchrist immediately perceived 
the importance of the Hindostanee lan- 
guage in transactions with the natives, 
and applied himself diligently to acquire 
it. Having become master of the lan- 
guage in those provinces in which it 
was supposed to be spoken with the 
greatest purity, he published in 1786 
and 1790, his “ Anglo-Hindostanee 
Dictionary and in 1796, his “Hin- 
dostanee Grammar." The Governor- 
General, the Marquess Wellesley, mu- 
nificently aided bis exertions, and upon 
the foundation of the College of Cal- 
cutta, appointed him Professor of Hin- 
dostanee and Persian. In 1804, Dr. 
Gilchrist was compelled by the state of 
his health to return to Europe, but be 
devoted himself for years to a series of 
gratuitous lectures on the Hindostanee 
language, to editing new works and 
revising his old ones ; until at length 
Age and infirmities put a close to nia 
useful labours, 

11. At Hickleton, near Doncaster, 
Anne, wife of Sir Francis Lindley Wood, 
bait. She was the eldest daughter and 
co-heiress of Samuel Buck, esq., Re- 
order of Leeds. 


12. At Chelsea, in bis 69th year, 
Alexander Day, esq. To the rising 
school of art the name of this gentleman 
is but little known, although associated 
with the history of some of the most 
valuable works of the National Gallery. 
During the early part of his life he 
resided in Italy, whither he had re- 
paired to indulge and cultivate a strong 
predilection for art, which led him to 
pursue it in both forms— painting and 
sculpture — so diligently that in the 
former he at length excelled. He was 
for some years a prisoner in the hands 
of the French, during their war with the 
Neapolitans. On his return to England 
be stamped bis reputation as a connois- 
seur, by bringing with him some of the 
finest pictures in the National Gallery, 
viz: — ‘‘The Descent of Bacchus,’* by 
Titian; "Ganymede," and 14 Venus 
and Adonis," by the same ; 44 Portrait 
of Pope Pius," and “ Portrait of St. Ca- 
therine, "by Raffaelle ; “ Ecce Homo,” 
Correggio; 44 The Flight of St. Peter." 
Carracci j “ Land Storm,** Salvator 
Rosa ; “Abraham and Isaac,’* Gaspar 
Poussin; “St. Ambrose and the Em- 
peror Theodosius/* Vandyck. On the 
occasion of the purchase of the Elgin 
Marbles, Mr. Day was, with some others 
of well-known reputation, summoned to 
give evidence before a committee of the 
House of Commons, which had been 
appointed to examine into the merits of 
these works ; and this is the only in- 
stance in which his name was ever 
brought prominently before the public. 

15. At Clapham, aged 69, Thomas 
Crafer, esq., Principal Clerk Assistant 
to the Secretaries of the Treasury, and 
for nearly fifty years an officer of that 
establishment. 

17. At his residence, at Upper Tooting, 
in his 60th year. Richard Alsager, esq., 
M.P., for the Eastern Division of the 
county of Surrey. M r. Alsager was for- 
merly a commander in the maritime ser- 
vice of the Hon. East India Company, in 
which he realised an independent fortune. 
At the general election of 1835 he offered 
himself as a candidate for East Surrey, 
in opposition to the former members, 
Mr. Beauclerk and Mr. Briscoe, declar- 
ing himself the warm friend of the 
agricultural interest, and of the Estab- 
lished Church, and was returned by the 
Conservative electors at the head of the 
poll. At the last election he was again 
returned at the head of the poll. 

18. At Leeds, Mias Ann Carr, well 
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known as the founder of the Society of 
Female Revivalists. She had been a 
preacher 34 years ; and, in 1822, she 
originated the above-named society. 
She was possessed of an estate worth 
SCO/, per ann., which she devoted to 
the furtherance of that object. 

19. At Madras Lieut-Gen. Sir S. Ford 
Whittingham, K.C.B., K.C.H., K.S.F., 
Commnuder-in-Chiefat that Presidency, 
and Colonel of the 7 1st foot. The services 
of Sir S. Wkittingham were long and uni- 
formly active and successful. He was 
appointed Lieut.25th Feb. 1803$ Lieut. 
1st Life Guards, 1 0th March following ; 
Captain, 14th Feb. 1805; Captain, 13th 
light dragoons, 13th June 1805. In 
1809 he was appointed Deputy Assistant 
Quartermaster-General in the army 
under the Duke of Wellington ; and in 
March 1810, Major, serving with the 
Portuguese army. He was subsequently 
employed in America ; but the chief 
scene of his services was with the army 
in Spain, for which he was peculiarly 
qualified by his perfect knowledge of 
the Spanish language. He Was first 
permitted to join that service as aide- 
de-camp to General CasUuos, and in 
that capacity shared in the memorable 
battle and victory of Baylen. He after- 
wards served under the Duke of Albu- 
querque, and was severely wounded at 
Talavera. Soon after, he obtained the 
command of the Spanish cavalry, and 
was present at the battle of Barossa, in 
1811 ; after which he was intrusted to 
raise and command a large corps of 
Spanish troops, clothed and paid by 
the British Government. In 1812, as 
Major-General in command of this well- 
disciplined corps, he was, in junction 
with the British army at Alicant, suc- 
cessfully opposed to Marshal Suchet s 
army, and was again wounded at the 
battle of Castalla; after which he 
served with distinction in command of 
a division of infantry, under Sir John 
Murray, and subsequently under Lord 
W. Bentinck, on the eastern coast. At 
the restoration of peace, in 1814, Gene- 
ral Wbittingham returned to England, 
his conduct in Spain being reported in 
very flattering terms by the British 
Ambassador in Spain, Sir H. Wellesley, 
and by the Duke of Wellington. He 
was then appointed aide-de-camp to his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and 
received the order of C.B., with the 
honour of knighthood. May 3, 1815. 
On the return of Napoleon from Elba, 


in 1815, Sir S. W hi ttingham returned to 
Spain, at the particular request of the 
King of Spain ; and, on his arrival at 
Madrid, was invested with the Grand 
Cross of the Order of San Fernando. 
In the year 1819 Sir S. Wfaittingbam 
was appointed Governor of Dominica, 
and in 1822 his services were tnns- 
ferred to India, as Quartermaster-Gen. 
of the King’s troops ; and, subsequently, 
he held the command as Major-General 
successively in the Cawnpoor sad 
Meerut divisions. He also served at 
the siege of Bhurtpoor,and received the 
thanks of Parliament for hit conduct on 
that occasion. He also received the 
insignia of a K.C.B., Dec. 26, 1826. 
Having returned from India in 1836, 
Sir S. Wbittingham was appointed to 
the command of the forces in the Wind- 
ward and Leeward Islands in 1836, 
which command he was permitted to 
resign in 1839, in order to undertake 
the command in chief at Madras, re- 
ceiving at the same time, from 1/xd 
Hill, a flattering testimonial of the 
value of bis services in the Windward 
and Leeward Islands command. The 
Commander-in-Chief reached Madm 
on the 1st. of August, 1840. He at- 
tained the rank of Lieut-General in 
1838, in which year also the Colonelcy 
of the 71st regiment was confessed upon 
him. As a military man, Sir S. Whifr 
ting ham's character stood very high* 

20. At the Grove, near Durham, 
aged 78, Elisabeth, relict of Stephen 
George Kemble, esq. In early life, 
when Miss S&tchell, she was one of the 
first actresses of her day, and was de- 
cidedly the greatest favourite ever 
attached to the Newcastle stage- Her 
remains were interred by the side of her 
late husband in the Nine Altars of the 
Durham Cathedral. 

— At Btetchingdon Park, Oxford- 
shire, aged 80, Arthur Aonesley, esq* 
formerly M.P., for Oxford. He was 
the only son and heir of Arthur Anneo- 
ley, esq., of the same place, (cousin- 
german to Francis-Charles 1st Earl of 
Annesley) who died in 1773, by Elisabeth 
daughter of William Baldwin, of Ar* 
guiletb, Salop. He married in 1786, 
Catharine, daughter of Adm. Sir Chat. 
Hardy, knt., and had issue two sons and 
four daughters. 

23. Aged 73, Eleanor, second wife 
and relict of the late Sir Robert WigraWj 
bart., of Walthamstow House. 

— In Bethlem Hospital, aged 66» 
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James Hatfield. He was tried at the 
Old Bailey, in the month of Septem- 
ber, 1802, for firing a pistol, in Drury 
Lane Theatre, at King George 3rd, 
and acquitted on the ground of in* 
sanity. 

— In Chester-square, in her 50tb 
year, the Hon. Gertrude Frances, widow 
of the Hon. Henry Grey Bennet, bro- 
ther to the Earl of Tankerville. She 
was the eldest daughter of the late Lord 
William Russell, by Lady Charlotte 
Anne Villiers, eldest daughter of George 
Barney fourth Earl of Jersey. 

25. At Damascus, of fever, Brigadier- 
General Edward Thomas Micbell, of 
the Royal Artillery. This gallant 
officer entered the service as Second 
Lieutenant, Sept. 8, 1803, and was pro- 
moted to be First Lieutenant on the 
13th of the same month. He was ap- 
pointed Captain, Sept. 5, 1811 ; Brevet- 
Major, March 17,1814; Brevet-Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, July 22, 1830; Regi- 
mental-Colonel, June 11, 1838; and 
Brigadier-General, on a particular ser- 
vice, October 30, 1840. In 1810 he 
was detached from Gibraltar, and com- 
manded a guerilla division in the Sierra 
4e Honda, and was present at the capture 
of Ronda, and the combats of El 
Brosque and of Bornos, and the night 
attack and capture of Arcos. He com- 
manded the artillery, with the force 
occupying Tarifa, in 1810, 1811, and 
1812, and was engaged in all the affairs 
and operations at Tarifa, Vajer, Casas 
Viejas, Alcala, and Medina Sidonia ; at 
the battle of Barossa he was shot tb rough 
the shoulder, and, notwithstanding the 
severity of the wound, he was present 
at the firtftl defence of Tarifa against 
Marshal Victor. In 1812 he was pre- 
mat at the assault and capture of the 
forts, and at the battle of Salamanca, 
the combat of Castrejon, and many 
•flhlrs of the outposts. He served in 
the Netherlands from Dec. 1813 to 
May, 1814, and was present at the cap- 
ture of Menem, the investment and 
bombardment of Antwerp, and in the 
night attack on Bergen-op-Zoom he 
conducted one of the columns, and 
•as severely wounded on this occa- 
sion in several places. In 1838 he 
**nt to Spain, and was appointed 
commander of the royal artillery 
•string there until the end of 1840, 
•fan he proceeded to Syria on parti- 
cular service with the rank of Brigadier- 
Geocnd, aod commander of the royal 


artillery engaged iu the successful con* 
tests in that quarter. 

28. In Jersey, aged 22, Maximilian 
Arthur Nethercote, esq., late of the 53rd 
regt. and of Moulton Grange, North- 
amptonshire ; and April 4, Charlotte, 
wife of John Nethercote, esq., of Moul- 
ton Grange. 

29. At Rome, John Ingram, esq., late 
pf Staindrop Hall, Durham. 

Lately . In London, the Baronne de 
Feuche res.— Madame de Feuch6res was 
an Englishwoman of the name of Daws, 
who was married in this country to a 
French gentleman, now a general officer 
in the service of France. On bis sepa- 
ration from her she obtained great in- 
fluence over the late Due de Bourbon 
(the father of the unfortunate Due 
d’Enghien), whose corpse was one morn- 
ing found banging to the window of his 
bedroom, in 1830,and whose demise put 
an end to the illustrious bouse of Bour- 
bon-Condl. Through her extraordinary 
ascendancy over that aged prince, the 
immense property of the house of Condf 
was divided by his will between her and 
Louis-Philippe’s fourth son, the Duke 
d’Aumale, the latter having by far the 
larger portion. The will was disputed 
by the Princes of Rohan, the Due de 
Bourbon’s kinsmen, but its validity was 
maintained by the French courts. 

— At Sandy-place, Frances, relict of 
the Hon. Samuel Henley Ongley, uncle 
to Lord Ongley, of Old Warden. She 
was a daughter and coheiress of Sir 
Philip Monoux, hart., who died in 1822, 
without issue. 

— At Windsor Castle, aged 70, CapU 
Holmes, one of the Military Knights, 
on the Upper Foundation. He entered 
the 11th light dragoons in 1786. In 
1792 he accompanied Lord Macartney 
in his embassy to China, and crossed 
the “ Great wall,*’ into Tartary. He 
was afterwards appointed adjutant in 
the 13th light dragoons, and nobly bore 
his share in all the fatigues and glories 
of the Peninsular war. At the battle 
of Tala vers he received a sabre wound 
on the hand, in single combat with a 
French officer, which caused him the 
loss of a finger. 

— At Sandhurst, aged 86, John 
Emilias Daniel Finch Hatton, esq.. 
Senior Bencher of the Inner Temple, 
Paymaster of Widows’ Pensions in the 
Admiralty office, and Inspector-Gen. of 
coffee, tea, &c. in the Excise ; ancle to 
the Earl of WinchiUea. He was called 
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to the bar at the Inner Temple, May 
18, 1781. He was not married. 

— At Birmingham, aged 64, Thomas 
Rickman, esq., a celebrated architect. 

— At Binn’s House, Linlithgow, 
aged 66, Sir James Dalyell, of Binns, 
the fifth hart. (1685), Convener of the 
county. 

— At Edinburgh, D. Ellis, esq., 
F.R.S.E., brother to W. V. Ellis, esq., 
of Minsterworth, near Gloucester. 

— In Montego Bay, aged 117, Mrs. 
Princess M‘ Unwin. She arrived at 
Kingston during the administration of 
the government by Sir E. Trelawney 
(1739), being then about sixteen years 
old. 

— At Paris, M. Francois Noel, In- 
spector-General of Public Instruction, 
to which ofiice he was appointed by 
Napoleon when First Consul. 

— At Shide, Isle of Wight, Sir 
Henry Worsley, G.C.B., a Major- 
General in the East India Company's 
service. In the autumn of 1799 Sir 
Henry obtained a commission in the 5th 
foot, then under orders to proceed with 
expedition, under the Duke of York, to 
North Holland, and formed part of the 
brigade commanded by the late Duke 
of Gloucester. In the battle of the 19th 
Sept., near Bergen, Ensign Worsley 
carried one of the colours of his batta- 
lion. In 1809, having now attained the 
rank of Captain, he joined the 85th 
regt., and was placed on the staff of Sir 
Eyre Coote, on the formation of a force 
destined for the Scheldt, under Earl 
Chatham. At the siege of Flushing he 
performed the duties of Aide-de-camp. 
After the evacuation of Walcheren,Capt. 
Worsley was nominated Major of Bri- 
gade on the Household-Staff; in 181 1 he 
removed from that station to engage in 
the scenes in the Peninsula, in a similar 
capacity, in a brigade in the 7th division 
of the army. He was present at the 
battle of Fuentes d* Onor, on the 5th 
May. At the siege of Badajos Captain 
Worsley offered his services to com- 
mand one of the storming parties, which 
unsuccessfully attempted to carry Fort 
SL Christoval. Shortly after, he re- 
ceived a notification of his promotion 
to a Majority in the 4th garrison bat- 
talion, then stationed in the Island of 
Guernsey. In Jan., 1812, he joined 
the battalion of the 34th then serving 
m the 2nd division of the army under 
Lord Hill; and accompanied bis division 
in all the operations of the campaign, 


marching upon Madrid, and being Is 
the retreat from Salamanca. In 1813, 
after the battle of Vittoria, he obtained 
the rank of Lieut.-Colonel. He next 
served at the battles in the Pyrenees, 
where he commanded the 2nd battalion 
of the 34th, on LieuL-Colonel Fen- 
wick being wounded ; and on the 31st 
of July, in the affair at the Pass of 
Donna Maria, he had his horse killed 
under him. On the following morning, 
Lieut.- Col. Worsley received the thanks 
of Lord Hill for the services of his 
battalion on the preceding day. Lieut- 
Col. Worsley served at all the subse- 
quent movements of that year and 
following spring, including the battle 
of Toulouse ; and he received medals 
for the battles of the Pyrenees, Nivelle, 
Nive, and Orthes. In 1816, Lieut- 
Col. Worsley proceeded to India to join 
the 1st battalion 34th regt on the 
Madras establishment ; but, unfortu- 
nately, he was obliged to quit India for 
Europe for the benefit of his health. 
Some time afterwards he had the 
appointment of Captain of Yarmouth 
Castle, Isle of Wight, conferred upon 
him. Having been previously a Com- 
panion of the Bath, he was nominated 
a Knight Commander, Sept. 26, 1821* 
and a Grand Cross, Feb. 16, 1838. 


FEBRUARY. 

I. At Helston, aged 36, Mary Han- 
nah, eldest daughter of the late Sir 
Vyell Vyvyan, of Trelowarren. 

— In Whitehall-place, after a pro- 
tracted illness, in his 52nd year, the 
Right Hon. Robert Henley, second 
Baron Henley of Chardstock, in the 
peerage of Ireland ; a barrister-at-law. 
His Lordship was the second but eldest 
surviving son of the Right Hon. Morton 
Eden, first Lord Henley, by the Lady 
Elizabeth Henley, youngeat daughter of 
Robert first Earl of Northington, Lord 
High Chancellor, sole heiress to her 
brother Robert, second and last Earl of 
Northington, K.T. His Lordship was 
educated at Christ Church, Oxford, 
where he attained the degree of M.A. 
June 9, 1814 ; was called to the bar at 
Lincoln’s Inn, June 28, 1814; was for 
some time a Commissioner of Bank- 
rupts ,* and was made a Master in Chan- 
cery March 23, 1826. His Lordship 
succeeded to the peerage Dec. 6, 1880, 
and assumed the name of Henley oolft 
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by licence dated tbe 3 1st of March fol- 
lowing. In 1823, Lord Henley published 
two volumes of the decisions of his 
grandfather. Lord Northington, in the 
Court of Chancery. In 1831 he pro- 
duced a pleasing little volume, entitled 
“ A Memoir of the Life of Robert Hen- 
ley, Earl of Northington, Lord High 
Chancellor of Great Britain. Lord Hen- 
ley married, March 11, 1824, Harriet, 
third daughter of the late Sir Robert 
Peel, bart., and sister to the Right Hon. 
Sir Robert Peel ; and by that lady, who 
survives him, be had issue four sons, of 
whom two survive. He was buried in 
the family vault at Watford, in Hert- 
fordshire. 

2. At his residence on Woolwich Com- 
mon, aged 67, Olinthus Gregory, LL.D. 
Dr. Gregory was born at Yaxley, in 
Huntingdonshire, January 29, 1774, of 
respectable parents. At the age of nine- 
teen, shortly after he left school, Mr. 
Gregory made his first attempt as an 
author, in his “ Lessons, Astronomical 
and Philosophical, for the Amusement 
and Instruction of British Youth,’’ and 
at the age of twenty, a Treatise on the 
Sliding-rule and its most useful applica- 
tions. About the year 1794, Mr. Gre- 
gory became acquainted with several 
distinguished students at Cambridge, at 
which University he was urged by them 
to enter ; but certain scruples which he 
entertained at that period induced him 
to abandon all idea of becoming a mi- 
nister of the Established Church. In 
1798 Mr. Gregory proceeded to Cam- 
bridge, to assist the editor of a pro- 
vincial paper, but this be relinquished 
in a few months; be then opened a 
bookseller’s shop, announcing his inten- 
tion to teach mathematics, with a reso- 
lution to follow that department in which 
he should prove most successful. The 
encouragement he met with induced him 
to dispose of his books at the end of 
about one year, and devote his whole 
time and talents to his duties as a pre- 
ceptor. In the spring of 1801 he wrote 
a treatise on astronomy, and dedicated 
it to his friend, Dr. Hutton. In the year 
1802, the Stationers* Company con- 
signed to Mr. Gregory the editorship of 
the “ Gentleman’s Diary,” and another 
of their almanacks. About the same 
time he undertook the general editor- 
ship of the Pantalogia, a comprehensive 
dictionary of arts and sciences. In De- 
cember of the same year, on the en- 
largement of the Royal Military Aca- 


demy for the instruction of gentlemen 
cadets at Woolwich, Mr. Gregory was 
appointed mathematical master through 
the influence of Dr. Hutton. Shortly 
after this period he received from Ma- 
rischal College, Aberdeen, the degree of 
M.A., as a tribute of respect to his 
merit; and about three or four years 
afterwards, on presenting the same col- 
lege with a copy of his Treatise on Me- 
chanics and the first volume of his Pan- 
talogia, he received the further degree 
of LL.D. Dr. Gregory gave such satis- 
faction at the Royal Military Academy, 
that he was gradually promoted through 
the intermediate stages to the Profes- 
sor’s chair, which he filled with the 
highest reputation until obliged through 
ill health, brought on by intense study, 
to resign it in June, 1838. Dr. Gregory 
was tbe author and editor of a great 
number of works and papers on the 
arts and sciences. He was one of the 
twelve gentlemen who had the honour 
of establishing the Astronomical Society 
of London. 

— At Hamburgh, Henry Canning, 
esq., brother to the Right Hon. Sir 
Stratford Canning, and cousin to Vis* 
count Canning, British Charge d* Affairs 
and Consul-general at that port. 

3. At Spring-Garden-terrace, Sir 
George Harrison, K.C.H., for many 
years Assistant Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, and subsequently Auditor of her 
Majesty’s Duchies of Cornwall and Lan 
caster. 

5. At her residence at Whitehall* 
aged 84, tbe Hon. Lady Stuart. The de- 
ceased was Anne Louisa, second daugh- 
ter of the late Lord Vere Bertie, and 
granddaughter of the first Duke of An- 
caster, and married 19th April, 1778, 
the Hon. Sir Charles Stuart, K.CJL, 
fourth son of John third Earl of Bute* 
by whom her Ladyship had issue two 
sons, namely, Charles Stuart, now Lord 
Stuart de Rothesay, and Captain John 
Stuart, R.N., who died in 1811. 

7. At Tooting, after a very short ill- 
ness, aged 73, Charles Fourdrinier, Esq., 
formerly a wholesale stationer. This 
much respected gentleman was on the 
Court of Assistants of the Companies of 
Drapers and Stationers ; of both which 
corporations he had recently served the 
office of Master. 

9. At Cassel, aged 60, the Electress 
of Hesse. She was a Princess of Prussia* 
and sister to the late Duchess of York. 
12. At hit residence in Conduit* 
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street, Hanover-squ&re, aged 72, Sir 
Astley Pas ton Cooper, bait. G.C.H., 
Serjeant-Surgeon to tbe Queen, D.C.L. 
and F.R.S. This highly distinguished 
surgeon was the youngest son of the 
Rev. Samuel Cooper, D.D., rector of 
Yelverton and Morley, Norfolk, and 
Maria -Susannah, daughter and heiress 
of James Bransby, esq. of Shottisham, 
in tbe same county, by Anna-Maria, 
daughter and co-heiress of James Pas- 
ton, of Harleston, M.D. He was born, 
on the 23rd of August, 1768, at Brooke, 
Norfolk. His father removed to Yar- 
mouth in 1782, and shortly after Sir 
Astley commenced his medical career 
under Mr. Turner, an apothecary in 
that town. In 1784 he came to London 
in order to attend the hospitals, and was 
bound apprentice to his uncle, William 
Cooper, esq., then surgeon to Guy's 
Hospital, but, three months after, was 
transferred to Mr. Cline. In this situ- 
ation his character almost immediately 
began to develop itself in that decided 
manner which raised him afterwards to 
such professional eminence. In 1787 
be went to Edinburgh, where he highly 
distinguished himself by his knowledge 
of anatomy. At this time Mr. Cline 
was surgeon of St. Thomas's Hospital, 
and teacher of anatomy and surgery; 
and Astley Cooper resided in his house. 
Mr. Cline had the sagacity to discover 
the value of such a coadjutor, and ap- 
pointed him, in the first place, demon- 
strator to tbe pupils, and soon after as- 
signed him a share in bis anatomical 
lectures. These lectures were really tbe 
foundation of his fame and fortune. His 
class at first consisted of fifty students, 
but they increased to 400, which was by 
for the largest ever known in London. 
In the year 1791 his apprenticeship 
ended, and on the 12th of Dec. 1792, 
he married Anne, the daughterof Thos. 
Cock, esq., of Tottenham. In the year 
1792 he went to Paris, and attended tbe 
lectures of Desault at the Hotel Dieu, 
and those also of Chopart. On his re- 
turn he commenced practice, and took 
up his residence in Jeffrey- square, St. 
Mary Axe, where he lived for six years. 
Thence he went to New Broad-street, 
where he remained till 181 5. He then 
removed to New-street, Spring-gardens, 
and there continued to carry on a prac- 
tice, unexampled for extent and emolu- 
ment in the annals of surgery of this or 
any other country. In 1822, the lMt 
year of hifi abode in the city, he realised 


the largest sum ever known by a medi- 
cal practitioner $ no less, indeed, than 
2 1 ,000/. ! and for years after his removal 
to the west end of tbe town the same 
astonishing celebrity, with its consequent 
wonderful income of from 18,000/, to 
20,000/. per annum, attended his foot- 
steps. Having been appointed surgeon 
to George IV., he was one of the Ba- 
ronets made at his Majesty's coronation 
in July 1821. In 1827 he was nomi- 
nated Seijeant-surgeon. He attended 
William the Fourth when he was First 
Lord of the Admiralty ; and the Earl 
of Munster, when he had a severe com- 
pound fracture of his leg. In addition 
to these honours, numerous foreign act* 
demies, And almost all the scientific in- 
stitutions of this country, have been 
eager to enrol his name among their 
members, as the Royal Institute of 
Paris, that of the Netherlands, &c. The 
University of Oxford conferred upon 
him the degree of Doctor of Civil liw. 
He was President of the Royal College 
of Surgeons in the years 1826 and 1837. 
The publications of 6ir A.Cooper, with- 
out possessing the charm of elegant dic- 
tion, are full of matter, as his lectures 
were of old. His work on Hernia iss 
standard class-book. His treatise on 
Dislocations also occupies the highest 
place; and the best test of its utility » 
found in tbe constant practice of its 
luminous and unerring precepts. His 
later publications display the same 
energy as those of his vigorous and busy 
days. Some years ago, satisfied with 
wealth and covered with honour, Sir 
Astley Cooper had fancied that retire- 
ment would suit his advancing age, and 
private philosophical pursuits be suffi- 
cient for his thirst of knowledge and 
activity of intellect ; but it was no sur- 
prise to any one acquainted with the 
energy of the individual, that, tired 
with the country, be should return to 
London, and resume his professional 
avocations. By his marriage with Miss 
Cock Sir Astley bad only one daughter, 
who died young. Lady Cooper died in 
June 1827, and in July 1828, Sir Ast- 
ley married secondly Catharine, daugh- 
ter of John Jones, Esq., of Derry Or- 
mond, Cardiganshire. His nephew and 
godson, who baa succeeded to tbe ba- 
ronetcy (by a special remainder), and is 
now Sir Astley Paston Cooper, is tbe 
fourth son of the late Rev. Samuel 
Loviek Cooper, rector of Ingddes- 
thorp and Barton, Norfolk. HR nephew 
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Bransby Cooper, another of that bro- 
ther’s sons, and Mr. Aston Key, and 
Mr. Tyrell, are left his executors. Sir 
Astley’s personal property was sworn 
under 80,0001. He has left six prizes 
to be competed for annually by medical 
men on different subjects. Sir Astley 
Cooper’s personal appearance was sin- 
guiarly impressive and commanding. 
The lustre and penetration of his eyes 
gave an extraordinary animation to his 
countenance. His voice was dignified, 
full of power and kindness. A very 
beautiful portrait of him was painted by 
Sir Thomas Lawrence. 

16. At Montrieux, in Switzerland, 
Miss Harriette Campbell. This gifted 
authoress was born at Stirling, in August 
1817. In her very childhood she ex- 
hibited marks of genius and talent. 
Before she was twelve years old she had 
read almost all the best authors in her 
own language, besides making herself 
fiuniliar with the literature both of 
France and Italy. She had likewise in- 
dulged her taste for literary composi- 
tion, both in prose and verse, to a great 
extent. Her father, Robert Campbell, 
esq., being in the habit of removing 
with his ramily every summer to the 
Highlands, she became deeply imbued 
with the legendary tales of her native 
country, and an enthusiastic admirer of 
the character aod occupations of its in- 
habitants. To these inspirations the 
tone of her “ Legends of the Lochs and 
Ciena,” several of which appeared in 
“ Bentley’s Miscellany/' affords ample 
testimony. Miss Campbell's works 
were a novel, called “ The Only Daugh- 
ter,” published in 1839, which was well 
received by the public, and “ The Car- 
dinal Virtue*,” a work which places 
her at once in a high rank of female 
writers. 

16. Richard Page, esq., the well- 
known author of “ Letters on the Cur- 
rency, by Daniel Hardcaslle.” 

)?. In South&m p ton-street, Fitzroy- 
•quare, aged 65, Joseph Cbitty, esq., a 
very eminent special pleader. Mr. 
Cbitty was the author of many legal 
works of great authority. 

19. At Balls Park, Hertfordshire, the 
seat of bis son-in-law, Capt. Townshend, 
in bis. 61st year, Lord George Stuart, 
Rear-Admiral of the Blue, and C.B. f 
unde to the Marquess of Bute. His 
Lordship was bom March 4, 1780, the 
seventh son of John first Marquess of 
Buts, by bit first wife, the Hon. Char- 


lotte Jane Windsor, eldest daughter and 
co-heiress of Herbert, last Viscount 
Windsor. He was educated at Eton, 
and entered the navy towards the close 
of 1793, as a midshipman, on board the 
Providence of 16 guns, Capt. William 
R. Broughton, in which he made the 
voyage to the Sandwich Islands, China, 
and the Pacific ocean, which is described 
in a quarto volume published in 1804. 
In May 1797, the Providence was 
wrecked near Typinsan, an island lying 
between Formosa and the Great Loo 
Choo. Lord George Stuart was made a 
Lieutenant in 1800, a Commander in 
1802, and confirmed in his post rank 
March 3, 1804. He was in command of 
the Sheemess 44, when that ship was 
driven on shore at Ceylon by a violent 
hurricane, in Jan. 1805. His Lordship 
subsequently commanded the Dunam 
frigate, and on the 8th April 1806, cap- 
tured a Frepcb privateer of 8 guns and 
71 men. In the summer of 1807, he 
was appointed to I'Aimable 32, on the 
North Sea Station, where he intercepted 
another marauder of the same descrip- 
tion, mounting 16 guns. On the 3rd 
Feb. 1809, Lord George Stuart captured, 
after a chase of twenty-eight hours, and 
a short running fight, /’/n>, French 
national ship, pierced for 32 guns, but 
only mounting 24. In July following, 
he assumed the command of a light 
squadron employed at the mouth of the 
Elbe, and on the 26th of that month he 
performed an important service in at- 
tacking and driving the enemy from the 
town of Gessendorf; which service, 
though the place was twenty-eight miles 
from Cuxhaven, was entirely accom- 
plished in twenty-four hours, within 
which time the whole detachment re- 
turned, and were safely embarked on 
board their respective ships, without the 
loss of an individual. This service was 
rendered of great importance by the cir- 
cumstance, that the heroic Duke of 
Brunswick Oels, having at that moment 
nearly effected his fine retreat through 
the heart of Germany, arrived a few 
days afterwards on the opposite bank of 
the Weser, and was enabled to embark 
and bring away his brave companions in 
arms. Lord George’s next appointment 
was about September 1810, to the //©• 
ratio , a 38-gun frigate. On the 7th De- 
cember of that year, he again distin- 
guished himself on shore, in assisting to 
drive the French from Zierickzee, where- 
by we obtained the whole island of 
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Schowen, without bloodshed, and opened 
a means of communication with the allied 
forces in the South of Holland. Lord 
George Stuart was soon after appointed 
to the Newcastle of 58 guns, built for 
the express purpose of coping with the 
American ships of similar force, but had 
not the £Ood fortune to meet with them. 
His Lordship was nominated a C. B. in 
1815, and attained tbe rank of Rear- 
Admiral in 1837. He married in 1800 
Jane, daughter of Major-General James 
Stuart, whom he has left his widow, having 
had issue two sons and three daughters. 

— At Hausen, aged 64, the Princess 
Amelia of Anbalt-Bernburg-Schaum- 
burg, boru a Princess of Nassau. 

20. At Inverary, blown off the quay 
by a gust of wind, aged 88, Dr. Ander- 
son, a highly-esteemed and venerable 
physician, who had practised for forty- 
five years in that town. 

— At the assault at Kujjqck, in Upper 
Sind, Lieut. Richard Creed, Bombay 
Artillery, son of Richard Creed, esq. of 
Walthamstow. 

— At Paris, in his 85th year, Claude 
Franfois Chaveau-Lagarde, the cou- 
rageous defender of Marie Antoinette. 
He was ennobled by Louis XVII I., and 
was appointed in 1828 to the office of a 
Councillor of the Court of Cassation, 
which he held at his death. 

21. In Tavistock-square, in his 84th 
year, William Frend, esq. M.A., late 
Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge. 
Mr. Frend was the second son of Mr. 
George Frend, an alderman and twice 
mayor of Canterbury, where he was 
born on the 22nd November 1757* He 
received his early education at the King’s 
School in that city. Among his contem- 
poraries at school, were his cousin Her- 
bert Marsh, afterwards Bishop of Peter- 
borough, and Lord Chief Justice Ten- 
terden. Mr. Frend entered at Christ 
College, Cambridge, in 1775, and after 
having gained various college prises, 
took bis degree of B.A. in 1780, being 
second wrangler and a Smith’s prizeman 
of his year. Subsequently he removed 
to Jesus College, of which in tbe same 
year he was elected Fellow and Tutor. 
He was shortly afterwards ordained 
Deacon, and in 1783 received priest’s 
orders from Dr. Yorke, the Bishop of 
Ely. About this time Mr. Frend was 
offered the appointment of tutor to the 
Archduke Alexander of Russia, the 
salary proposed being 2000/. per annum, 
with a suitable establishment, and a 


retiring pension of 800/. a year for lifer 
all his views centering in the church, 
he declined this offer. In November 
1783, he was presented by Sir John 
Cotton to the small living of Madingley 
in Cambridgeshire, of which he con- 
tinued to officiate as incumbent until 
June 1787> devoting himself most set* 
lously to his pastoral duties, and taking 
particular interest in the education of 
the poor, an object which he endeavoured 
to promote by the establishment of 
Sunday schools in his parish. In that , 
year a change took place in his religious 
opinions, which induced him, after the 
most serious inquiry and many painful 
struggles, to resign his living. His 
motives for taking this stepare explained 
by himself in the preface to the first 
edition of “ Thoughts on Subscription 
to Religious Tests,” and in a “ Letter 
to the Rev. H. W. Coulthurst, B.D.” 
This step was soon followed by the loss 
of his office as Tutor of the College. 
In 1793 he wrote his pamphlet entitled 
“ Peace and Union recommended to the 
associated bodies of Republicans and 
Anti -Republicans.” For having pub- 
lished this pamphlet in the University, 
he was, to use the terras of the sentence 
pronounced against him by the Master 
and a majority of the Fellows of Jesus 
College, u removed from tbe College, 
that is, from the precincts of tbe Col- 
lege and from residence in it, till be 
shall produce such proofs of good be- 
haviour as shall be satisfactory to tbe 
Master and a major part of the Fellows. 11 
From this sentence he appealed to the 
Bishop of Ely, the visitor of the coL 
lege, who dismissed the appeal and 
confirmed the sentence of “ amotion.’’ 
While the proceedings in his own col- 
lege were pending, Mr. Frend was cited 
to appear before the Court of the Vice- 
Chancellor of the University, on a 
charge of having violated tbe statutes of 
the University by the publication within 
its precincts of tbe pamphlet in ques- 
tion. A trial of eight days ensued, at 
the conclusion of which, sentence of 
banishment from the University was 
pronounced against him. Mr. Frend 
subsequently removed the proceedings 
into the Court of Delegates, where tbe 
sentence of the Vice-Chancellor was af- 
firmed ; and at a later date made an 
application to the King’s Bench at 
Westminster, but that court refused to 
interfere in the matter. Thus ended 
tbe proceedings in this which tx* 
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dted great interest at the time, and the 
details of which in each stage may he 
found m the “ State Trials,” and also 
in his own published account. Mr. 
Freod retained his Fellowship till his 
marriage, and remained a member of 
Jesus College, and a member of the 
senate of the University, to the day of 
his death. After leaving Cambridge he 
feed his residence in London, occupying 
principally chambers in the Middle 
Temple. In 1796 and 1799, he pub- 
lisbed his “ Principles of Algebra, ”and 
many other tracts and pamphlets. In 
1808 Mr. Frend married Miss Black- 
buroe, daughter of the Rev. Francis 
Blackburne, Vicar of Brignall in York- 
shire, the eldest son of the celebrated 
Archdeacon Blackburne, author of the 
M Confessional.” Mr. Frend had seven 
children, of whom five, viz. two sons and 
three daughters, now survive. 

24. At Brighton, in his 83rd year, 
the Right Hon. Laurence Parsons, 
second Earl of Rosse, a Representative 
Peer and a Privy Councillor of Ireland, 
Custos Rotulorum of the King’s County, 
LL.D. and M.R.I.A. His Lordship 
was born on the 21 st May 1758, the 
eldest son of Sir William Parsons, Bart. 
M.P. for the King’s County, by Mary, 
only daughter and heiress of John Cl^re, 
of Hilbury, esq. He succeeded his father 
in the baronetcy May I, 1791. In early 
life Sir Laurence Patrons distinguished 
himself considerably in the Irish House 
of Commons, in which he sat as one of 
the representatives of the University of 
Dublin, and to the first Imperial Par- 
liament he was returned for the King’s 
County, which he continued to repre- 
sent until his succession to the peerage. 
In March 1805, he was made one of the 
Lords of the Treasury in Ireland, and 
was sworn a Privy Councillor of that 
kingdom. Subsequently he was ap- 
pointed Joint Postmaster-general for 
Ireland, and held that office for some 
years. In 1809, be was elected one of 
the Representative Peers of Ireland. 
On the death of his uncle, Laurence 
Harman, the first Earl of Ross*, on the 
20th April 1807, he succeeded to the 
peerage, pursuant to the remainders 
with which both the earldom and the 
barony bad been conferred. 

27. Aged 80, Mrs. Anna Maria Hes- 
keth, of Tulketh Hall, Lancashire, aunt 
to Sir Pfeter Hesketh Fleetwood, M.P., 
who by this event inherits property said 
to exceed 6000/. per annum. 


— At Paris, aged 61, Sir William 
Lamhart Cromie, Baronet of Ireland 
(1776). 

28. At Wilton House, aged 23, the 
Right Hon. Georgiana Countess of Shel- 
burne, half-sister to the Earl of Pem- 
broke and the Countess of Norman ton, 
and sister to the Countess of Clanwil- 
liam, Countess Bruce, Rnd Countess of 
Dun more. She was married last year 
to Lord Shelburne, the only surviving 
son of the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

— At Gairbraid, near Goderich, 
Upper Canada, Commander Robt. Gra- 
ham Dunlop, R.N. 

Lately. At his residence, Bryanstone- 
square, aged 75, Sir William Johnstone, 
the second bart. (1772), of Gilford Hall, 
Downshire. He was descended from 
the house of Annandale, and succeeded 
his father, the late Sir Richard John- 
stone, the 23rd of April 1795. Sir 
William dying without issue, the ba- 
ronetcy becomes extinct. 

— In Portman-square, aged 84, Le- 
titia, relict of General the Hon. E. 
Stopford, brother to the second Earl of 
Courtown. 

— At Vienna, at the age of 79, Joseph 
Aloys Gleich, a most fruitful romance- 
writer ; he is said to be the author of 
two hundred and fifteen romances, and 
upwards of three hundred dramatic 
pieces ; and, besides, to have contributed 
very largely to several literary journals. 


MARCH. 

2. At Shrivenbatn, aged 72, the Right 
Hon. Elizabeth, Dowager Viscountess 
Barrington, second daughter of Mr. Ro- 
bert Adair and Lady Caroline Keppel, 
daughter of William, second Earl of 
Albemarle; was married in 1788 to the 
late Viscount Barrington, who died in 
1829. 

— At his chambers in Clifford’s Inn, 
aged 85, George Dyer, B.A., author of 
the History of the University of Cam- 
bridge, and of numerous works in 
prose and in poetry. The simple- 
hearted George Dyer, one of the last 
survivors of the old literary circle, was 
born in London, upon the 15th March 
1755. The rank of his father was 
bumble, but George owed his presenta- 
tion to Christ’s Hospital to his faithful 
services ; he entered it at seven years 
old, and at a younger age than any on 
record reached the head of the school, 
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where he remained until he wu nine- 
teen years of age ; and the necessary 
means for sending him to college were 
provided out of the Christ’s Hospital 
fund, and by the handsome donation of 
a friend. He entered Emanuel College, 
Cambridge, in 1774, and while at Cam- 
bridge became acquainted with many 
talented men of a philosophical cast of 
mind, who being nonconformists them- 
selves, confirmed him in disapprobation 
of the doctrine and discipline of the 
Established Church ; he had not, how- 
ever, at this time so far matured his 
objection to subscription to the 39 Ar- 
ticles, but that he deferred to authority, 
and took his degree of B.A. in 1778. 
From the year 1792, bis residence was 
in London, where Dr. Priestley and Mr. 
Gilbert Wakefield were among bis most 
influential friends : private tuition and 
literary labour were the sources of bis 
maintenance, and he enjoyed the society 
of numerous eminent men, more espe- 
cially among the circle of the Chapter 
Coffee-House Club, of which he was 
chosen a member. The department of 
learning in which Dyer was most re- 
markable, was his very extensive know, 
ledge of books ; he had visited all the 
public, and many of the private libraries 
throughout England and Scotland. As 
a classical scholar, Dyer distinguished 
himself by editing two plays of Euri- 
pides, and also a Greek Testament ; but 
the greatest labour of hia life was the 
share he had in the production of Valpy’s 
edition of the Classics in 141 vols. ; being 
a combination of the Delphin, Bipont, 
and Variorum editions. With the ex- 
ception of the preface, Dyer contributed 
all that was original in this vast work, 
upon which be was engaged from tbe 
year 1819 to 1830. He had scarcely 
completed this work when his eye-sight 
gave way, and shortly afterwards left 
him in total blindness. 

4. In ftirk-street, Grosveoor-aquare, 
aged 88, Margaret, relict of H. Cline, 
esq. of Iincoln's-Inn-fields. 

5. At her mansion of Hill Court, 
aged 72, Miss Flora Langley Fust, niece 
of Sir John Fust, last baronet of the 
ancient bouse of the “ Fusts, of Hill, 
county of Gloucester.” 

— At Edinburgh, the Right Rev. 
James Walker, D.D., Bishop in Edin- 
burgh, and Primus of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church. He was formerly of 
8t. John’s College, Cambridge, where 
be graduated BJL 1793, MJL 1796. 
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He was ordained to the holy ministry ta 
1793. Having occasion, some years 
afterwards, to be at Rome, be signalised 
himself as the first Protestant clergyman 
who established a regular service there, 
and administered the holy communiot 
to the English residents. For a con- 
siderable number of years he was minis- 
ter of St Peter’s Chapel in Edinburgh; 
but increasing infirmities obliged him 
long ago to resign that charge. In 1830, 
having been elected by the Episcopal 
Clergy of Edinburgh, &c. to succeed 
Dr. Sandford in that see, he was conse- 
crated to the same, and after the death 
of Bishop Gleig was appointed Pri mu*, 
or first Bishop. He also occupied, till 
very lately, the chair of tbe Pantonian 
Professorship, (the occupant of which 
has the care of the young men intended 
for the Episcopal Church in Scotland,) 
and was highly respected for his ac- 
quirements as a theologian. 

— At Harrow-on-the-Hill, in Ml 
63rd year, the Rev. Henry Joseph 
Thomas Drury, M.A., F.R.S., F.8A., 
Lower Master of Harrow School, and 
rector of Fingest, Bucks. 

10. At Leslie House, Fifeshire, in bis 
32nd year, the Right Hon. George Wil- 
liam Evelyn Leslie Leslie, Earl of 
Rothes (1458), Baron Leslie and Ballin- 
breich in the peerage of Scotland, a 
Lieutenant in the Royal Fuaileers. His 
Lordship was born on tbe 8th November 
1809, tbe eldest son of Henrietta-Anne 
Countess of Rothes, by Mr. George 
Gwyther, who assumed the name of 
Leslie only. He succeeded his mother 
in the peerage on tbe 30th of January 
1819. 

— At East Cosham, Hampshire, aged 

85, Charles William Paterson, esq., Ad- 
miral of the White. This ipdlant officer 
had served with unremitting persever- 
ance in every quarter of tbe globe, and 
particularly under Lord Howe during 
tbe American war. 

15. At Blackbeath, aged 50, the ltdv 
of Sir John Hare, late of Springfield 
House, Somerset. 

— At Nottingham, aged 63, Lieut- 
Colonel Charles M‘Grigor, K.H.barrack- 
master at that town, formerly of the 
70th and 90th regiments. He sue 
brother of Sir J. M'Grigor, Bart, F.R8. 

and K.T.S., director-general of tbe army 

medical staff. He was originally edth 
cated for tbe legal profession ; but that 
dry study was not in aeoordanec with 
his desires, tad he entered the ar*7 
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1794, u Ensign in the 33rd regiment 
In 1799 he wm serving with Colonel 
Wellesley in India, and was engaged at 
the taking of Seringapatam, and in the 
MahnUta war. For his gallantry at the 
taking of Cougall and Dumenall he was 
appointed Brigade-Major; soon after 
which he was compelled, from ill health, 
to return to this country. Shortly after 
bis arrival he obtained a company in the 
90th regiment, and accompanied that 
regiment to the West Indies, where, in 
1904, he held an appointment in the 
Quarter-Master-general’s department. 
He was present at the taking of Marti* 
fliqut and GuAdaloupe, and in recog* 
nition of his services he received the 
rank of brevet Major. On his return to 
England he obtained a majority in the 
93rd, from which regiment he subse- 
quently exchanged into the 70th, and 
went with that corps to Canada in 1813. 

In the following year he was made 
Lieut-Colonel by brevet, and in 1823 
purchased the HeuL-colonelcy of that 
regiment. On account of ill health he 
was obliged to retire from active duty in 
1829, when he was made a K.H. The 
deeeued was appointed barrack-master 
of Nottingham in 1837. 

— At Home, in his 70th year, Car- 
dinal Juan Francesco Marcosy Catalan, 
a native of Spain. He was invested with 
the purple on the 6th December 1828, 
by Leo XII., under whom he held the 
offiee of Governs tore of Rome. 

16. At Brixton, aged 47, the Right 
Hon. George Arthur Viscount Valentia, 
only surviving son of the Earl of Mount- 
norris. He married in 1837 Frances 
Cockburn, only daughter of the late 
C. J. Sims, esq. 

AtWrottesley, near Wolverhamp- 
toe, in his 70th year, the Right Hon. 
John Wrottesley, Baron Wrotte?ley 
(1838); and the ninth baronet (1649); 
LUut. Colonel of the West Staffordshire 
Militia, and F.S.A. Lord Wrottesley 
was bom on the 24th October 1771* the 
eldest wm of Sir John Wrottesley, the 
eighth baronet, a Major-General in the 
•rosy, M.P. for Staffordshire from 1778 
to his death in 1787, by the Hon. Frances 
Courtenay, daughter of William first Vis* 
count Courtenay. He succeeded to the 
tide of baronet, when in his minority, on 
the death of his father, April 23, 1787. 
Shortly after coming of age he was re- 
tained to Parliament for Lichfield. He 
*as recboten in 1802, but in 1806 was 
supplanted by Mr. Venables Vernon 
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(now Haroourt). In 1820 he was again 
returned to Parliament as one of tbe 
members for Staffordshire ; and after 
tbe passing of tbe Reform Act he repre- 
sented the southern division of the 
county, until the year 1838, when, on 
the decline of whig popularity in the 
counties, his re-election became endan- 
gered, and he was advanced to the 
House of Peers. Lord Wrottesley was 
twice married. His first wife, to whom 
he was uni ted on the 23rd January 1795, 
was Lady Caroline Bennett, daughter of 
Charles fourth Earl of Tankerville, and 
sister to the present Earl ; and by that 
lady he had ten children. Lady Caro- 
line Wrottesley died in 1818, and Sir 
John married, secondly, her sister-in* 
law Charlotte, widow of the Hon. John 
Astley Bennett, Capt. R.N., and daugh- 
ter of John Conyers, esq., of Copthall, 
Essex, who survived him. The body of 
the late Lord Wrottesley was interred 
in his ancestral vault at Tettenhali 
church. 

17- At Putney, Rosamond, wife of 
William Lynn Smart, esq., of Trewhitt 
House, Northumberland. 

18. In Chapel -street, Grosvenor* 
square, aged 70, the Right Hon. Eliza- 
beth Emily, dowager Countess of West- 
meath. She was the eldest daughter of 
Charles first Marquess of Drogheda, by 
Lady Ann Seymour, eldest daughter of 
Francis first Marquess of Hertford, and 
became in 1797 the second wife of 
George Frederick seventh Earl of West- 
meath, who died in 1841. She was left 
a widow in 1814. 

19. In Bedford-square, aged 70, Sir 
John Richardson, Knt. M.A., formerly 
one of tbe Judges of the Court of Com* 
moo Pleas. Sir John Richardson was a 
member of University College, Oxford, 
where he attained the degree of M.A. 
in 1795. He first practised as a special 
pleader, before his call to the bar, 
which took place at Lincoln’s Inn, June 
23, 1803. He then attended the Northern 
Circuit. He was appointed Justice of 
the Common Pleas during tbe Michael- 
mas vacation 1818; and received the 
honour of knighthood June 3, 1819. He 
resigned bis seat on the bench in tbe 
Easter vacation 1824. He was con- 
sidered by the profession as one of the 
soundest lawyers of his time. 

— Sir Stewart Bruce, bart., Gentle- 
man Usher of the Castle of Dublin, and 
Genealogist of the roost illustrious Order 
of St. Patrick. Sir Stewart was first ia 
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the Royal Navy, and afterwards obtained 
the rank of Major in the Army. He was 
invested with the ribband and badge of 
Genealogist of St. Patrick, December 
18, 1804. He was created a Baronet of 
the United Kingdom by patent dated 
24th December 1812. 

— In his 71st year, Rowley Lascelles, 
esq., one of the benchers of the Middle 
Temple. Mr. Lascelles was educated 
at Harrow School, and was called to the 
bar at the Middle Temple, February 10, 
1797 • He afterwards for about twenty 
years practised at the Irish bar. Mr. 
Lascelles was the editor of the 4< Liber 
Hiberniae,” a collection of ancient docu- 
ments relating to the government of 
Ireland from the reign of Stephen : this 
gigantic work, undertaken by the direc- 
tion of the Record Commission, *was 
never completed. Mr. Lascelles was 
also the author of several Treatises and 
Pamphlets. 

21. The Most Hon. Anne, Marchio- 
ness of Winchester. She was the second 
daughter of the late Mr. John Andrews, 
and was married to the Marquess in 1800. 

— At St. Vernon in France, in his 
67th year, Richard Estcourt Cresswell, 
esq., of Pinkney Park, in the county of 
Wilts, and of Sidbury, Salop. He mar- 
ried, first, Anna Maria, only child and 
heiress of the Rev. John Wootton, of 
Engleborne, Devon, by whom he had an 
only daughter, Mary, married to the 
Rev. Thomas Fry, M.A. of Emberton, 
Bucks. His first wife dying 30th Sept. 
1772, he married, secondly, Miss Gre- 
gory, of Sberston, Wilts, by whom he 
had several children, including the gen- 
tleman now deceased. In the Parlia- 
ment of 18. . he represented the borough 
of Cirencester; and at the general elec- 
tion of 1826 he was an unsuccessful can- 
didate, on the Whig interest, for Taun- 
ton. He married Elizabeth, daughter 
of the Rev. Charles Coxwell, of Alding- 
ton House, in the county of Gloucester, 
by whom be has left an only surviving 
eon and six daughters. 

22. In London, aged 29, Mr. Christo- 
pher Tate, sculptor, of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. Mr. Tate served his apprentice- 
ship as a marble mason with Mr. Davis, 
of that town. After his servitude had 
expired, he became assistant to Mr. 
Dunbar, the sculptor, at that time re- 
siding in Newcastle. He turned his 
attention to modelling, and the busts of 
some of bis early friends were the result 
of his spare time. After remaining with 


Mr. Dunbar for a few years, Mr. Tate 
left his service, and commenced the 
struggle on his own account ; he per- 
severed with undaunted energy, and 
just at the time when he had gained an 
independent footing, his days have been 
prematurely brought to a close. His 
first effort was the study of a 11 Dying 
Christ,’* suitable for Catholic chapels, 
&c. After this was completed, he com- 
menced his celebrated statue of “ Blind 
Willie.’' His busts, for execution, pre- 
cision, and arrangement, can scarcely be 
surpassed. Among them were those of 
the Duke of Northumberland, H. Phil- 
lips, esq. the singer, David Urquhart, 
esq., Sheridan Knowles, esq., George 
Straker, esq., Miss Elphinstone, and 
the Rev. Mr. Worswick. 

23. At his villa of Fossombrone, the 
celebrated Bergami, who figured in the 
trial of Queen Caroline of England. 

25. At the Bilton hotel, Sackville- 
street, Dublin, aged 62, the Right Hon. 
Charles Henry St. John O'Neill, Earl 
O’Neill, of Shane’s Castle, county An- 
trim, a representative Peer and a Privy- 
Councillor for Ireland, Vice-Admiral of 
the coast of the province of Ulster, 
Lord- Lieutenant of the county of An- 
trim, and Colonel of the Antrim Militia. 
Earl O’Neill was born on the 22nd 
January 1779, the eldest son of John 
first Viscount O'Neill, by the Hon. 
Harriet Frances Boyle, only daughter 
and heiress of Charles Lord Dungarvon, 
eldest son of the fifth Earl of Cork and 
Orrery. He succeeded to the peerage 
previously to attaining his majority, on 
bis father's death, which occurred June 
7, 1798, in consequence of a wound re- 
ceived in an encounter with a party of 
the rebels in Ireland. His Lordship 
was advanced to the dignity of an Earl, 
by patent dated August 7, 1800 ; and 
was elected, in 1802, one of the repre- 
sentative Peers for Ireland. In 1808 he 
was nominated joint Postmaster-General 
for that kingdom. He was elected a 
Knight of St. Patrick in 1809. His 
Lordship was Grand Master of the 
Orangemen in Ireland, until the Orange- 
men of England and Ireland became 
joined in an imperial confederation under 
the grand-mastership of the Duke of 
Cumberland (the present King of Han- 
over). Earl O’Neill having died un- 
married, he is succeeded in the peerage 
by his brother. General O'Neill, M.P. 
Antrim co., and Constable of Dublin 
Castle. 
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26. At Northend House, Twicken- 
ham, aged 76, Rebecca, relict of tbe late 
Henry C. Senior, esq. 

— At Twickenham, aged 100 years 
and 10 months, Eliza, relict of Licut.- 
Gen. Henry Lister, late of the Cold, 
stream Guards. 

29. At Reading, at an advanced age, 
Vice-Admiral Sir Thos. Dundas, K.C.B. 
and D.C.L. This officer had been in 
the navy for sixty- three years, and had 
seen much service. After commanding 
the Merlin aloop of war for a consider- 
able period in the North Sea and British 
Channel, he was promoted to the rank 
of Post-Captain July 9, 1798; and about 
the same time appointed to la Prompte 
of 20 guns. In March 1799, he burnt a 
Spanish vessel of war, pierced for 26 
guns, but with only 12 mounted. His 
next appointment was to the Solebay 
frigate. Towards tbe latter end of 1 804, 
when in the Naiad frigate, he made 
prize of a Spanish ship worth upwards 
of 200,000 dollars. In the 6ame vessel 
he also assisted at the capture of the 
Famy t a French privateer of 16 guns 
and 80 men, and the Superb letter of 
marque, of 4 guns and 20 men. The 
Naiad was one of the repeaters to Lord 
Nelson’s fleet in the glorious battle of 
Trafalgar, and rendered essential ser- 
vice afterwards, by towing the Belleisle , 
74, from her perilous situation near the 
shoals, whither she was fast drifting. 
Capt. Dundas subsequently commanded 
the Africa of 64 guns, and the Vengeur 
74. He commissioned tbe Bulwark of 
76 guns, on tbe 28th of March, 1822, 
which was stationed at Plymouth. He 
was advanced to the rank of Rear-Ad- 
miral 27th of May 1825, and Vice- 
Admiral 10th of January 1837* Foi* 
his eminent services he was nominated 
in September 1831, a K.C.B., and was 
one of those naval officers who had an 
honorary reward from the Patriotic 
Fond. 

31. Aged 74, Sir Joseph Huddart, 
Knt. of Brynkir, Carmarthenshire, and 
Norfolk-crescent, Bath. 

Lately. Captain Walter Croker, R.N. 
This daring and chivalrous officer was 
the son of the late Edward Croker, of 
Lisnabrin House, near Tallow, co. Cork, 
esq. He was bom on the 9th March 
1784, and commenced his career early 
in 1798, as midshipman on board the 
Galatea frigate, and distinguished him- 
self in the subordinate grades of his 
profession by his daring and resolution. 
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Mr. Croker was promoted into the Active 
frigate, Captain Moubray, by commis- 
sion dated Feb. 6th, 1806 She formed 
part of the squadron under Sir John 
T. Duckworth, at the forcing of the 
passage of the Dardanelles, Feb. 19, 
1807, on which occasion Lieut. Croker 
led the boarders sent in boats to attack 
a fine Turkish frigate of 56 guns and 
450 men, which was destroyed, and he 
had the honour to cut down the Otto- 
man colours with his own hand. Two 
days after this event he commanded a 
party of the Active’s seamen employed 
in completing the demolition of the 
formidable battery on Point Pesquiea, 
under the orders of Lieut. Carroll, of 
the Pomp'ee 74. In the beginning of 
1808 he joined the Thames frigate, com- 
manded by his friend Capt. B. VV. Tay- 
lor, in which situation he performed two 
most gallant achievements ; one was the 
saving the crew of a prize trabaccolo, 
during an awful gale ; and the other the 
cutting out of a large store ship from 
the harbour of Corfu. The Thames re- 
turned home under the command of 
Capt. the Hon. G. G. Waldegrave (since 
Lord Radstock), and Lieutenant Croker 
was soon afterwards sent out to the 
West Indies, on the Admiralty list for 
promotion. He there served in the 
Melampus frigate, under the command 
of Captain Edward Hawker; and was 
with that officer when he captured le 
Bcauharnois , of 16 guns, laden with 
stores. After assisting at the reduction 
of Guadaloupe, Mr. Croker was ap- 
pointed first lieutenant of the Papil- 
Ion sloop, Captain James Hay, by which 
vessel some important despatches were 
subsequently brought to England. His 
next service was in the West Indies, as 
second lieutenant of tbe Leda frigate, 
Captain George Sayer : from which sta- 
tiou he returned, in ill health, first of 
the Diomede 50 , Captain Hugh Cook. 
In November 1811, he was appointed 
senior lieutenant of the Furieuse fri- 
gate, Captain W. Mounsey, who spoke 
highly of his conduct at the reduction 
of Ponza, an island near the Neapolitan 
coast, Feb. 26, 1813. He had previously 
assisted in capturing two French pri- 
vateers, each mounting four guns ; and 
he afterwards commanded the boats of 
the Furieuse at the capture and destruc- 
tion of several other vessels. The Fu- 
rieuse formed part of the squadron 
under Sir Josias Rowley, at the unsuc- 
cessful attempt upon Leghorn, in Dec. 
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1813. Lieutenant Croker also assisted 
at the reduction of Genoa and its de- 
pendencies, in the month of April fol- 
lowing. His promotion to the rank of 
commander took place Nov. 2, 1814 ; 
on which occasion he was appointed to 
the Wizard sloop, in the Mediterra- 
nean. The death of this daring and 
somewhat rash officer occurred in July 
last, in a manner characteristic of his 
earlier career. In command of H. M. S. 
Favourite , 18, to which he was appointed 
in 1837y visiting the island on which 
Williams, the missionary, met his death, 
he called at another, named Tonga, or 
more commonly called Tongataboo 
(Tonga the Sacred), the inhabitants of 
which were engaged in an internal war, 
being divided into two opposite parties 
— namely, the Christian, or followers of 
the Methodist missionaries, and the 
heathen, or those retaining the ancient 
religion of the island. The latter party 
had entrenched themselves in a strong 
fortress or stockade, to the great annoy- 
ance, it appears, of the Wesleyans and 
their disciples. These applied to the 
Favourite for assistance, which was al- 
most immediately granted, and a con- 
siderable number of the crew ottered 
themselves as volunteers for the expe- 
dition. After a fruitless attempt to in- 
duce the natives to surrender, a fire was 
opened on the fort, and an attempt made 
to storm it ,* but the attack was disas- 
trous, and terminated in the death of 
Captain W. Croker and George Freathy 
and John New, petty officers, besides 
whom Lieutenant Dunlop and fourteen 
of the crew of the Favourite were 
severely wounded, and six seamen and 
marines slightly. 

— At Stonehouse, Devonport, aged 
55, Bartholomew Kent, esq., Commauder 
R.N. Captain Kent was a brave and 
active officer, and had seen much ser- 
vice in the South Seas, in the Channel, 
at the bombardment of Copenhagen, in 
the West Indies, and the Halifax station, 
and was first lieutenant of the Guer- 
riere , in her unfortunate action with the 
Constitution. 

— Supposed to have been lost on his 
passage from America to England in the 
President steam-ship, aged 24, William 
Pien nes W ykeham Marti n , esq ., youngest 
son of the late Fiennes W. Martin, esq. 
of Leeds Castle, Kent. 


APRIL. 

2. In Park-lane, aged nearly 74, 
the Most Noble Susan Duchess dow- 
ager of Marlborough. She was the 
second daughter of John seventh Earl 
of Galloway, K.T., by his second wife 
Anne, daughter of Sir James Dasbwood, 
bart. ; was married in 1791 to George 
late Duke of Marlborough, who died in 
March, 1840, having had issue six chil- 
dren, of whom only one, the present 
Duke, now survives. Her Grace's body 
was interred in the chapel at Blen- 
heim. 

4. At hi9 official residence in Boston, 
in hi6 69th year, William Henry Har- 
rison, President of the United States of 
America. William Henry Harrison was 
born in Virginia, on the 9th February, 
1773. His father, Benjamin Harrison, 
was one of the patriots of the Revolution, 
and was a very distinguished member of 
the first Congress of the United States 
which met at Philadelphia, in 1774, 
and one of the most conspicuous of 
the signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and afterwards was elected 
Governor of his nativeState. This emi- 
nent patriot died in 1791, leaving his son 
William under the guardianship of his 
friend, the celebrated Robert Morris. 
Young Harrison was educated at Hamp- 
den Sydney College, and by the advice 
of bis friends turned his atteutiou to 
the study of medicine. But about the 
period when he had completed his 
education, soon after the death of his 
father, the increased and barbarous hos- 
tilities of the Indians on the north- 
western borders, began to excite a feel- 
ing of iudignation through the whole 
country. Iu this general excitement 
the young student participated so 
warmly, that be resolved to relinquish 
his professional pursuits, and join the 
army destined to the defence of the 
Ohio frontier. He received the com- 
mission of an Ensign in the United 
States Artillery in 1791, when he was 
but eighteen years of age, was soon 
promoted to a Lieutenancy, and fought 
under General Wayne, who spoke of bis 
gallant conduct iu the most flattering 
manner. After the desperate battle of 
the Miuraa, he was promoted and placed 
in command of Fort Washington, the 
most important station on the westeni 
frontier. He remained in ttie army till 
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the close of the year 1797* when, as 
there was no longer an opportunity to 
serve his country in the field, he re- 
signed his commission, to commence 
his career of civil services. He was 
almost immediately appointed Secre- 
tory and ex-officio Lieutenant-Governor 
of the North-Western territory, which 
then embiaced the whole extent of 
territory lying north-west of the Ohio 
river. At the age of twenty-six he 
was elected to Congress, where he dis- 
tinguished himself as an able and ef- 
ficient representative, and was subse- 
quently appointed Governor of Indiana 
Territory. In 1803 he received an 
honourable appointment from Mr. Jef- 
ferson; and in 1811 he assembled a 
body of volunteers and militia, and 
marched against the Indians, who, un- 
der Tecumseh, had created serious dis- 
turbances on the frontier. He left Fort 
Harrison, on the Wabash, about Bixty 
miles above Vincennes, the 28th of 
October, 1811. Profiting by his own 
early experience (this was seventeen 
years after the battle of Minina), and 
the remembrance of his old friend and 
commander, General Wayne, his march 
through a wild country to Tippecanoe 
was conducted with so much skill and 
prudence, that he avoided all danger of 
ambuscade or surprise from the savage 
foe. On the 6th of November the army 
arrived within five or six miles of the 
Prophet’s Town. The battle of Tippe- 
canoe took place the next day, and 
resulted in a signal victory to the 
American arms. It waa received 
throughout the country with a burst of 
enthusiasm. His subsequent military 
achievements and signal victories are 
well known. The leading events in the 
campaigns of 1812-13, the gallant de- 
fence of Fort Meigs, and the decisive 
victory of the Thames, are lasting 
memorials of General Harrison’s mili- 
tary genius. In the summer of 1814, 
Mr. Madison evinced his unabated con- 
fidence in the abilities and integrity of 
General Harrison, by appointing him to 
treat with the Indians, in conjunction 
with his old companions in arms, Go- 
vernor Shelby and General Cass ; and 
in tlie following year he was placed at 
the bead of another commission, ap- 
pointed to treat with the north-western 
tribes. The advantageous treaties made 
in both these cases, afforded new n- 
ttances of the unfailing success that had 
always attended General Harrison’s ne- 


gociations with the Indians. In 1816 
he was elected, by a large majority, a 
member of the House of Representa- 
tives in Congress, from Ohio. In 1828 
he was sent as United States Minister 
to Colombia. On his return he took up 
his residence at North Bend, in Ohio, 
whence he was called, in 1840, by the 
people of the United Slates, to preside 
over the country as its chief magistrate. 
His election was a triumphant one, and 
his progress to take possession of his 
high otlice was marked by the most 
touching and gratifying demonstrations 
of popular affection and confidence. His 
inaugural address served still further to 
strengthen his hold upon the affections 
of the American people, while his death 
at such a moment, and with his ad- 
ministration and his measures but just 
budding into existence, produced the 
deepest sensation throughout the re- 
public. He was the first American 
President who died in office; and at 
the time of his decease was, beyond 
all question, the most popular indi- 
vidual, either in or out of office, in the 
United States. According to the fun- 
damental law of the United States, Mr. 
Tyler, the Vice-President, succeeded to 
the Presidency for the unexpired term 
of General Harrison’s office. 

7. At Theobald’s Park, Hertford- 
shire, in his 71st year, Sir Henry 
Meux, bart. Sir Henry was de- 
scended from an old Isle of Wight 
family. The elder brother of his grand- 
father’s grandfather, Sir John Meux, 
was created a baronet in 1641 ; and the 
title became extinct with his grandson, 
the third baronet, in 1705. Sir Henry 
was the second son of Richard Meux, 
esq., of London, brewer, by Mary, 
daughter of Henry Brougham, esq., of 
Brougham Hall, co. Westmoreland, and 
aunt to Lord Brougham and Vaux. Sir 
Henry Meux was created a Baronet 
September 30, 1831. He married, in 
November 1814, Elizabeth Mary, daugh- 
ter of Thomas Smith, of Castlebar 
House. 

10. At Brighton, aged 37, Meredith 
Maria, wife of Sir Windham Carmichael 
Anstruther, bart. She was the second 
daughter of Charles Wetherell, esq. 

— In Bolton-row, Piccadilly, aged 
68, General Sir Ronald Crawford Fer- 
guson, Colonel of the 79tb regiment, 
and M.P. for Nottingham. Sir R. Fer- 
guson was the second son of William 
Ferguson, of Raitb, in Fifeshire. At 
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the age of seventeen, Sir Ronald entered 
the army as an Ensign in the 53rd 
regiment of foot. In 1793, he had 
attained the rank of Captain in the 
53rd foot, and accompanied his regiment 
to Flanders. Early in that year the 
troops were landed at Antwerp, and 
with the 1 4th and 37th regiments 
formed into a brigade, commanded by 
Sir Ralph Abercromby. This brigade 
served at Valenciennes, Dunkirk, and 
after the retreat from the latter place, 
the 53rd regiment was thrown into 
Nieuport. It suffered, in point of 
killed and wounded, more than any 
other regiment employed under Gene- 
rals Grey and Dundas. In the course 
of his campaign Captain Ferguson re- 
ceived a severe wound in the knee. In 
1794, he was promoted to a Majority 
in the 84th foot ; and, upon a second 
battalion being raised, he was appointed 
its Lieut.-Colonel, and was employed 
in the reduction of the Cape of Good 
Hope. In 1800, he attained the rank 
of Colonel, and was employed in the 
expedition under Brigadier-Gen. the 
Hon. Thomas Maitland, destined to 
attack various posts on the French 
coast. In 1804, Colonel Ferguson was 
honoured with the rank of Brigadier- 
Gen., and the command of the York 
District, and at the conclusion of 1805, 
he was appointed to the command of 
the Highland brigade, consisting of the 
71st, 72nd, and 93rd regiments, in the 
expedition under Major-General Sir 
David Baird, for the recapture of the 
Cape of Good Hope. On the 8th of 
February, 1806, a severe action took 
place, in which the enemy lost about 700 
men ; and a capitulation was signed on 
the 10t!i, by which the Cape Town and 
its dependencies were surrendered to 
Great Britain. Ill-health now obliged 
him to return to this country ; and he 
continued unemployed in a military 
capacity till 1808, when, with the rank 
of Major-General, lie was appointed to 
the command of a brigade under Sir 
Arthur Wellesley; who, in his de- 
spatches relating to the battles of Roleia 
and Vimiera, fully detailed the opera- 
tions of the troops under Major-General 
Ferguson, and dwelt in animating lan- 
guage on the conduct of their com- 
mander. Major-General Ferguson re- 
turned with Sir Arthur Wellesley and 
other officers to England, after the con- 
vention of Cintra, and was examined by 
the Court of Inquiry appointed on that 


business. He was presented with ft n 
honorary medal by his Majesty for bis 
distinguished conduct, and included in 
a vote of thanks, which the Houses of 
Parliament bestowed upon the gallant 
officers engaged at Roleia and Vimiera. 
On the 25th of January, 1809, he was 
appointed Colonel of the Sicilian Regi- 
ment, and in the same year was nomi- 
nated to a command in the army under 
Sir David Baird ; but he did not arrive 
at Corunna until the British troops 
quitted that place, and he consequently 
returned to this country. In the fol- 
lowing year he was appointed second in 
command at Cadiz, which distinguished 
situation he held for a few months, but 
the return of his liver complaint ren- 
dered it necessary for him to resign bis 
command and repair to England* On 
the 4th of June, 1813, he received the 
rank of Lieutenant-General, and in 1814 
he was appointed second in command 
of the troops in Holland. He had the 
honour of wearing a medal for the 
battles of Roleia and Vimiera ; was no- 
minated a K.C.B. at the enlargement 
of the order in 1815, and subsequently 
a Grand Cross. He was appointed to 
the command of the 79th fool, 24th of 
March, 1828 ; and attained the full rank 
of General, 22nd of July, 1830. General 
Ferguson was elected in 1806 a Mem- 
ber of Parliament for Kirkaldy, and 
re-elected m 1807. 1812, 1818, 1820, 
and 1826. In 1830, he was elected for 
Nottingham, together with the present 
Lord Denman ; and in 1832 he was re- 
chosen at the head of the poll, to- 
gether with Lord Duncannon ; as he 
was again in 1837 with Sir J. C. Ilob- 
house. 

11. At Edinburgh, Mrs. Ronaldson 
Macdonell, senior, of Glengarry and 
Clanranald. 

12. At Hazlewood Hall, aged 89, the 
Right Hon. Mary dowager Lady Stour- 
ton. She was the second daughter and 
coheiress of Marmaduke fifth Lord 
Langdale, which title became extinct 
on his death in 1777 ; and was married 
in 1775 to Charles Philip Lord Stourton, 
who died 1816, by whom her ladyship 
had issue a numerous family. 

13. In Wimpole-street, aged 77, Ni- 
colson Calvert, esq., of Hunsdon-house, 
Hertfordshire, formerly M.P. for that 
county. He was born on the 15th of 
May, 1764, the eldest son of Felix Cal- 
vert, esq., the eminent brewer, who 
died in 1802, by Elizabeth, eldest 
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daughter of Sir Robert Ladbroke. Mr. 
Nicolson Calvert was returned to Par- 
liament in 1802 as one of the Members 
for the town of Hertford ; he was re- 
cbosen in 1806, and at all subsequent 
elections until that of 1826, when he 
was elected for the county, in the room 
of the present Lord Melbourne ; and he 
was re-chosen at subsequent elections 
until 1835, when he retired. From the 
commencement of his parliamentary 
career he supported Whig principles 
and Parliamentary Reform. 

15. At Edinburgh, Dr. James Browne, 
several years Editor of the Caledonian 
Mercury , and extensive contributor to 
the Encyclopedia BriUtnnica, in the 
departments of Ancient History, Gram- 
mar, and Geography, and an acute in- 
vestigator of Egyptian history and 
hieroglyphics. 

16. At the house of his cider daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Greville. Milton-street, D>or- 
set-square, in his 70th year, John Pear- 
son, esq., of Tettenhall, Staffordshire, 
late Advocate-General of Bengal. Mr. 
John Pearson received his school educa- 
tion, first, under the Rev. Robert Dean, 
ofShiffnall, Shropshire ; secondly, under 
the Rev. Mr. Lawson, bead-master of 
Wolverhampton Free Grammar School. 
From Wolverhampton he removed to 
Christ Church, Oxford, and during his 
terms was entered at Lincoln’s Inn, 
where he afterwards resided, and in 
due course was called to the bar. After 
pursuing a brilliant, successful, but 
short course of advocacy, in the Court 
of King’s Bench ; distinguishing him- 
self by the enduring celebrity of his 
electrifying defence of Sir Charles 
Wolseley, bart., and by his eloquent 
appeal, in mitigation of pains and penal- 
ties, In the case of the aged Major 
Cartwright, he obtained the important 
and honourable legal dignity of Advo- 
cate-General of Bengal, which import- 
ant office he filled with sucli ability, as 
to win the esteem alike of the Indian 
Government, and of the natives of that 
Presidency. To this responsible office 
he was appointed by a unanimous vote 
of the Board of Ea9t India Directors ; 
and sailed with his family for Calcutta, 
in April 1824. Mr. Pearson returned 
to England in 1840, a sufferer from 
the effects of the Eastern climate, and 
an apoplectic attack speedily closed his 
career of utility. 

— Frederick Reynolds, aged 77, au- 
thor of upwards of a hundred dramatic 
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works, many of which were very popular, 
especially his Pantomimes. Mr. Rey- 
nolds 1 works were not of a character 
likely to ensure perpetuity, being for 
the most part slight and not very pro- 
bable farces, aimed at the inodes and 
follies of the day, and, like them, very 
soon forgotten, 

17. At Tweedinouth, aged 66, Mr. 
Win. Wilson, father of the late John 
Mackay Wilson, author of “ The Border 
Tales,” &c. 

— At Sand Hill, near Callington, 
aged 89, John Williams, esq., formerly 
of Scorrier House, near Redruth. To 
the talent and enterprise of this gentle- 
man, his industry and perseverance, 
the mining interest of Cornwall is most 
largely indebted. For fifty years, or 
more, he stood deservedly at its head — 
the greatest adventurer, the ablest 
manager, the best practical engineer 
and mineralogist of his time. 

20. General Thomas Gordon, who 
expired rather suddenly at his seat at 
Cairness, Aberdeenshire. The General 
had chiefly resided during the last 
twenty years in Greece, having pro- 
ceeded there almost immediately after 
the breaking out of the Greek revolu- 
tion in 1821. The General derived his 
military rank from the Greek govern- 
ment. 

21. At Portobello, near Edinburgh, 
the Right Hon. Margaret Lady Ames- 
bury, fourth and youngest daughter of 
the Hon. Charles Maitland Barclay 
(second son of the sixth Earl of Lauder- 
dale), by his first wife, Isabel Barclay, 
heiress of Towie ; was married first, in 
1778, to Charles Ogilvy, esq. ; secondly, 
in 1781, to Major Archibald Erskine, 
of Venlaw, co. Peebles, brother to Card- 
ross, who died in 1804; and thirdly be- 
came, in 1822, the second wife of her 
cousin, Charles Dundas, esq., M.P. for 
Berkshire, who was created Baron of 
Amcsbury, in May 1832, and died in 
the following month without male issue. 

— At Alexandria, aged 34, Captain 
Willoughby Cotton, eldest son of Major- 
General Sir Willoughby Cotton, G.C.B. 

22. At Micklebatn Hall, aged 31, 
Henrietta Maria, wife of Lord Albert 
Conyngham, late M.P. for Canterbury. 
She was the fourth daughter of the late 
Lord Forester, by Lady Katharine Mary 
Manners, sister to the present Duke of 
Rutland ; married to Lord Albert Co- 
nyngham in 1 833. 

— At the Mauritius, aged 67, the 
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Hon. Edward Alured Draper, esq., for- 
merly a Lieutenant-Colonel in the army, 
and latterly a Treasurer and Paymaster- 
General of that colony. Colonel Draper 
was born at YVerton, in Oxfordshire, on 
the 22n<l of October, 1776. He was 
second cousin to the celebrated Sir 
William Draper. At an early age he 
was sent to Eton, where he became 
conspicuous for those attainments, for 
which in after-life he was remarkable. 
While yet at school he was appointed 
Page of Honour to King George the 
Third, and, during his attendance at 
Court, acquired the particular friend- 
ship of the Prince of Wales, the Duke 
of York, and the Duke of Cumberland. 
In 17112 he entered the army, a com- 
mission having been presented to him 
by h?s Mqjesty in the 3rd Regiment of 
Guards. In that corps he served with 
distinction for several years ; proceeded 
afterwards to Egypt, and was present 
on the. 21st of March, 1801, at the 
battle of Alexandria, under Sir Ralph 
Abercromhy ; upon which occasion he 
received his fiist promotion, together 
with a gold medal. Upon his return to 
England he was appointed to the staff 
of General Grinfield, and subsequently, 
when that officer went to the West 
Indies as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Windward Islands, accompanied him as 
Aid-de-camp and Military Secretary. 
He was present at the capture of St. 
Lucia, and hrought home the despatch 
announcing that important event, upon 
which occasion he received the unusual 
promotion, for a Lieutenant and Cap- 
tain in the Guards, of a brevet Majority 
in the army; and was moreover pre- 
edited by the King with a gift of 500/. 
sterling. Shortly after his arrival fn 
England, Colonel Draper, in defence of 
his friend, General Sir Thomas Picton, 
published an u Address to the British 
Public,” in which he broadly taxed the 
commissioners that had been appointed 
to inquire into that officer’s administra- 
tion of the government of Trinidad, and 
into certain arbitrary and cruel acts im- 
puted to him, with direct and wilful per- 
jury in the report rendered by them of 
their investigation. For that pamphlet 
Mr. Sullivan, one of the commissioners 
so employed, filed a criminal information 
against Colonel Draper for libel. He 
was consequently tried ; but never per- 
haps from any ordeal, did the character 
of a man come forth more pure and 
unsullied than did that of Colonel 


Draper upon this occasion. Among the 
witnesses who came forward to speak 
in his behalf, and to testify to his high 
sense of honour and delicacy, and to his 
possession of every qualification that 
bespeaks the gentleman, were their 
Royal Highnesses the Dukes of York, 
Cumberland, and Gloucester, the Duke 
of Bedford, Earl Grosvenor (now the 
Marquess of Westminster), and others 
of the first nobility of the land. He 
was, nevertheless, sentenced to three 
months’ imprisonment, which be under- 
went in the Kiug’s Bench. No better 
proof, however, can be afforded of the 
estimation in ^vhich he was held in the 
highest quarter, than the fact that the 
first carriage which stopped at the gate 
of the King’s Bench prison the day 
after his incarceration, was that of the 
Prince of Wales, from which his Royal 
Highness, accompanied by Sir Herbert 
Taylor, descended to pay him a visit of 
condolence. After his release from 
confinement, Colonel Draper proceeded 
with his regiment upon the expedition 
to Walcheren. Circumstances that did 
him honour, subsequently induced him 
to negociate the sale of his commission. 
In 1813, after having left the army, 
Colonel Draper received the appoint* 
nient of Chief Secretary to Government 
at the Island of Bourbon, then a de- 
pendency of the British Crown. From 
that island, where, during the tempo- 
rary suspension from office of the Go- 
vernor, Colonel Keating, he virtually 
administered the affitirs of the colony, 
he went over to Mauritius, and there, 
during a period of upwards of six-and- 
twenty years, he was employed in the 
civil service. He held in succession 
the important and responsible offices of 
Chief Commissary of Police, Acting Co- 
lonial Secretary, Acting Collector of 
Customs, Civil Engineer and Surveyor- 
General, Registrar of Slaves, Collector 
of Customs, Stipendiary Magistrate of 
Port Louis, and Treasurer and Pay- 
master-General of the colony. In all 
these various capacities he succeeded 
by his urbanity of manner, as well as by 
the strict, conscientious, and impartial 
discharge of his duties, in securing the 
affection and esteem of all those whose 
affairs brought them into contact with 
him. In 1832, Colonel Draper beaded 
the party which refused to receive Mr. 
Jeremie as Chief Judge, and in conse- 
quence was summarily dismissed from 
hit offices ; but oourt-fiwonr still be- 
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friended him, and be received an allow- 
ance of 600 L per annum, until a situ- 
ation of sufficient importance became 
vacant at Mauritius, whither he was 
directed, at his earliest convenience, to 
return. Upon his second arrival in the 
colony, he held for a brief space of time 
the situation of joint Stipendiary Magis- 
trate of Port Louis *, and upon the death 
of Colonel Ferris, by virtue of the strong 
letters of recommendation which he had 
brought out with him from England, 
was named his successor in the Trea- 
•urership and Paymaster-Generalship of 
the colony, a post which he continued 
to bold op to the period of his decease. 

— At his residence at Plymouth, at 
ao advanced age, after a glorious career 
of upwards of sixty years in the service 
of his country. Admiral Sir Laurence 
William Hated, G.C.B. He was son 
of the late Captain llalsted, R.N. His 
commission of Lieutenant was dated 
December 8, 1781 ; and when Lieu- 
tenant in the Canada, he first distin- 
guished himself in Lord Rodney’s ac- 
tion with the Count de Grasse, in 1782. 
He was made Commander in November 
1790, posted in May following, and in 
1791 was appointed to the Atlantic 
sloop in the East Indies. While com- 
manding the Phoenix in 1796, he cap- 
tured, after a gallant action, the Dutch 
frigate Argo, of thirty-six guns, and 
*as (kvourably mentioned in Lord Dun- 
con’s despatches to the Admiralty, for 
his gallantly on the occasion. In 1800 
he was actively employed in the block- 
ade of Cadiz, under the command of 
Sir Richard Bickerton, and during his 
■errice In the Mediterranean com- 
manded a squadron of frigates, and suc- 
ceeded in capturing La Cancre, a French 
frigate of 40 guns, and the Success of 
28 guns, and completely destroyed La 
Dmwmre, a French frigate of 46 guns. 
He was subsequently, in 1807, selected 
by Hr C. Cotton, then Commander-In- 
Chief of tlie Lisbon station, to serve as 
Captain of the Fleet under his orders. 
The deceased Admiral was also a par- 
ticipator in the glory of Sir Richard 
Btfachan’s victory, and for his eminent 
services on that occasion was rewarded 
with a medal. He was in the receipt df 
a good-service pension of 300L a year, 
being the senior Hag-officer enjoying 
ffiat liberal allowance, aad had an 
honorary reward from the Patriotic 
fond. His commission of Rear-Admiral, 
*at dated July 21, 1810; Vice-Admiral, 


June 4, 1814; and Admiral, July 22, 
1830. He was made a K.C.B. on Uie 
enlargement of the order January 5, 
1815 ; and a G.C.B. February 24, 1837. 

23. At Sierra Leone, Sir John Jcretnie, 
Governor of that colony. 

24. At the palace, Worcester, in his 
67th year, the Right Rev. Robert James 
Carr, D.D., Lord Bishop of Worcester. 
Dr. Carr was the son of the Rev. Col- 
ston Carr, originally a schoolmaster at 
Twickenham, who was presented to the 
vicarage of Ealing, in Middlesex, by 
his friend, Bishop Porteus. The Bi- 
shop was educated at Worcester Col- 
lege, Oxford, where he graduated M.A. 
1806, B. and D.D. 1820. He was pre- 
sented by H. C. Campion, esq., in 1804, 
to the vicarage of Brighton, where he 
attracted the favourable notice of the 
Prince of Wales, and, during a resi- 
dence of thirty years, was very popular 
for his affability and benevolence, and 
the eloquence of his sermons. In 1820 
he was appointed Dean of Hereford ; 
and in 1824 he was consecrated Bishop 
of Chichester, with which sec he held a 
canonry of St. Paul’s. He was also a 
Clerk of the Closet to King George the 
Fourth, and attended his Majesty in 
his last illness. In 1831 he was trans- 
lated to the see of Worcester. 

25. At Sydney, Australia, Dr. M‘ Lean, 
late of the 42nd Highlanders, and sur- 
geon to Sir John Moore, at Corunna. 

— At Leamington Spa, aged 67, the 
Right Hon. Somerset Lowry Corry, 
second Earl of Beltnore (1797), Vis- 
count Bel more (1789), and Baron Bel- 
inore, of Castle Coole, co. Fermanagh 
(1781), a Representative Peer of Ire- 
land, and Custos Rotulorum of the 
county of Tyrone. He succeeded his 
father in the peerage, Feb. 2, 1802 ; 
and was elected a Representative Peer 
of Ireland in 1819. His Lordship was 
for some years Governor of Jamaica, in 
which office he succeeded the Duke of 
Manchester about the year 1828. 

27- On board the Tigris, on his 
passage from India, aged 25, Lord 
James Beresford, 10th Hussars. He 
committed suicide in a fit of temporary 
insanity. He was the youngest brother 
of the Marquess of Waterford. 

28. At Calcutta, Sir A. Mackenzie, 
bart., of Tarbel. He was born in 1802, 
and was served heir to Sir Kenneth 
Mackenzie, third baronet, in 1826, hav- 
ing descended from the second son of 
the first baronet 
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— At Chigwell-row, Luke Graves 
Hansard, esq., of Bedford -square, one 
of the Printers of the House of Com- 
mons. He was the third son of the 
late Luke Hansard, esq., who may be 
considered the founder of Parliamentary 
printing. Mr. Hansard was highly es- 
teemed by those with whom his duties 
brought him in contact, for his high 
character and great services. 

— In Gowcr-street. aged 67, Thomas 
Crosby Treslove, one of Her Majesty's 
Counsel, and a Bencher of Lincoln’s 
Inn. He was called to the bar May 12, 
1803, and was formerly Recorder of 
Qneenborough. 

29. At his residence, Kensington- 
place, Bath, in his 90th year, Folliott 
Sand ford, esq., head of a very ancient 
Salopian family. In 1781 he married 
Isabella Deuchars, a lady of Scottish 
extraction, who predeceased him, leav- 
ing issue. 

Lately. Suddenly in Mansfield-street, 
aged 28, in prematurely giving birth to 
a son, still-born, Augusta, wife of the 
Hon. Craven F. Berkeley, M.P. 

— At Brompton, aged 48, Mr. James 
A. O’Connor, landscape painter. He 
was born in Dublin, where his father 
was an engraver, to which profession the 
son was bred, but left it for the easel. 

— Aged 73, the Princess Charlotte 
of Rohan Rochefort, sister to the Prince 
of Rohan Rochefort and Montauban. 
Belonging by birth to one of the most 
ancient noble families of France, she 
was, when young, married to the un- 
fortunate Duke d’Enghien ; but this 
union, though the result of* a mutual 
affection, did not obtain the sanction of 
the Duke de Bourbon, and consequently 
the Princess never publicly bore the 
name of her illustrious husband. 

— John Thomson, esq,. Professor 
of Music in the University of Edinburgh, 
and eldest son of the Rev. Dr. A. 
Thomson, late Minister of St. George’s 
church, Edinburgh. 

— In Syria, Colonel Bridgman, com- 
manding the British detachment at 
Beyrout. 

— At St. Petersburgh, Admiral 
Crown, of the Russian Imperial Ser- 
vice. Sir Robert Crown was a native 
of Scotland, and served in the British 
Navy during the American War. At 
its termination he, with several other 
officers, entered the service of the Em- 
press Catherine. She and each suc- 
ceeding monarch distinguished the Ad- 


miral by many acts of kindness, and 
bestowed upon him innumerable ho- 
nours — seven Orders of Knighthood, a 
gold sword for his bravery, &c. See. 


MAY. 

1. At bis residence in Twickenham 
Meadows, aged 85, the Rev. George 
Owen Cambridge, a Prebendary of Ely, 
and Rector of Elme, Cambridgeshire ; 
formerly Archdeacon of Middlesex. 
He was the son of Richard Owen Cam- 
bridge, esq., well known in the literary 
world. The Archdeacon was a member 
of Merton College, Oxford, where he 
took the degree of M.A. in 1781. He 
was collated to the rectory of Elme in 
1793 byDr. Yorke, then Bishop of Ely; 
by the same prelate to a prebendall stall 
at Ely in 1795 ; and became Archdeacon 
of Middlesex in 1806. 

— At Southampton, General Sir Ru- 
fanc Shaw Donkin, K.C.B. and G.C.H., 
Surveyor-general of the Ordnance, Col. 
of the 11th Foot, and M.P. for Sand- 
wich. He was the only son of the late 
gallant General Donkin. He was ap- 
pointed the 21st of March, 1778, En- 
sign in the 44th ; Lieutenant the 9th 
September, 1779; and Captain the 3Jst 
May, 1793. In November of the latter 
year he went to the West Indies, under 
Sir Charles Grey, was at the taking of 
Martinique, Guadaloupe, and St. Lucie, 
the siege of Fort Bourbon, and the 
French attack on, and loss of Guada- 
loupe in 1794. During these events he 
served a part of the period as Brigade- 
Major, and a few months in 1795 as 
Aide-de-Camp to General Musgrave, 
then on the Home Staff ; and on the 1st 
of September of the latter year, he was 
appointed Major in the 44th. He ac- 
companied Sir Ralph Abercrombie to 
the West Indies, and was at the taking 
of St. Lucie in 1796. In 1798 he was 
in the expedition to Ostend, and at the 
action on the Sandhills he was wounded 
and taken prisoner. On the 24th May 
1798, he succeeded to a Lieut.-Colonelcy 
in the II th foot, with which he again 
went to the West Indies in 1799 ; re- 
turned in 1800, and went back a fourth 
time in 1801, where be remained three 
years. In May, 1805, he was promoted 
to the situation of Permanent Assistant 
Quarter-Master General, and employed 
on the expedition to, and siege of, Co- 
penhagen. The 24th Aprilf 1806, he 
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was appointed Colonel by brevet, and 
in July went to Portugal as Deputy 
Quarter-Master* General, where he re- 
mained in that situation till April, 1809. 
At the passage of the Douro, Colonel 
Donkin commanded a brigade, and also 
at the attack of the rear-guard of the 
enemy at Salaraonde, at the battle of 
Talavera, (for which he received a 
medal), and in the retreat on Portugal 
in December, 1809. Soon after which 
event, Colonel Donkin was appointed 
Qoarter-Master-General in the Medi- 
terranean, where he served for some 
time, and from whence he proceeded to 
fiengjal, and served as second in com- 
mand on the staff, On the 4th June, of 
1811, he received the rank of Major- 
General, was advanced to the rank of 
Lieut-General in 1821, and to the full 
rank of General in 1838. On the 20th 
April, 1823, he was appointed to the 
Colonelcy of the 80th regiment, from 
which he was removed to the Uth regi- 
ment. He was nominated a K.C.B. 
14th October, 1818. Sir Rufane Don- 
kin held for two years the government 
of the Cape of Good Hope. He was 
returned to Parliament for Berwick in 
1832 and 1835, on each occasion after 
a close contest. In April, 1835, he was 
appointed to the office of Surveyor- 
General of the Ordnance, which he held 
until his death. At the general election 
of 1837 he was defeated at Berwick; 
and he subsequently came in on a va- 
cancy for Sandwich. He was married 
first, in 1815, to Elizabeth Frances, 
eldest daughter of the late very rev. 
George Markham, Dean of York, and 
grandaughter of the Archbishop * and 
secondly, in 1832, to Lady Anna Maria 
Elliot, eldest daughter of the late, and 
sister of the present, Earl of Minto. 

3. At Venice, aged 75, Bartolomeo 
Gamba, author of the “ Testi di Lingua,” 
a most learned and elegant writer, and 
sub-librarian of the library of St. Mark. 
While he was delivering a lecture at 
the Atbeneum, with his usual energy, 
he was suddenly taken ill, sank down, 
and expired. 

5. In Devonshi re-place, Isabella, 
second daughter of the late Hon. A. F. 
Tytler, Lord W oodhouselee, Senator of 
the College of Justice, and one of the 
Lords Commissioners of Justiciary in 
Scotland. 

6* At Stanford, aged 92, Edward 
Brown, esq. He is said to have died 
worth more than half a million of pro- 


perty. Amongst the legacies is the 
munificent sum of 11,000/. to the Stam- 
ford and Rutland Infirmary ; 5,000/. for 
the specific purpose of building a fever 
ward ; and 6,000/. for the support of it 
for ever. 

— At Northallerton, aged 51, Lieut.- 
Colonel Henry Booth, K.H., 43rd Light 
Infantry. Colonel Booth entered the 
army in 1806 as ensign in the 43rd, and 
continued in that regiment through his 
life, being present with it in the actions 
at Vimiera and Corunna, the Coa,Busaco, 
Salamanca, Vittoria, and Vera. 

7. At Bodiam, Sussex, aged 56, the 
Rev. Sir John Godfrey Thomas, the 
sixth Bart, (of Wenvoe Castle, county 
of Glamorgan, 1694), Vicar of Warding 
and Bodiam. 

— Aged 30, Sir George Frederick 
Johnstone, seventh Baronet of Wester- 
hall, (1700). He was the only son of 
Sir John Lowther Johnstone, Bart., and 
succeeded to the title when scarcely a 
year old, by the demise of his father. 
Sir George entered as a gentleman com- 
moner of Christ Church, Oxford, in 
1829. On attaining his majority he 
came into possession of a very large 
fortune which had accumulated in the 
interval from his father's death. From 
1832 to 1834 he was member of parlia- 
ment for Weymouth (as his father had 
been before him) in conjunction with 
the philanthropic Buxton. On the 24th 
of October, 1840, he married Lady 
Louisa Elizabeth Frederica Craven, 
only daughter of the late, and sister of 
the present, Earl Craven. Sir Fre- 
derick was thrown from bis horse while 
riding from his hunting establishment 
to Westerball, and was killed on the 
spot. 

— At his house in Soho-square, in 
his 56th year, Thomas Barnes, esq., 
M.A., principal Editor of the •• Times” 
newspaper. Mr. Barnes was educated 
at Christ's Hospital ; and was afterwards 
a member of Pembroke College, Cam- 
bridge, where be took his B.A. degree 
in 1808, when he was first Senior Op- 
time ; M.A. 1811. Mr. Barnes suc- 
ceeded Dr.Stoddart in the editorship of 
the “ Times and by his extraordinary 
skill, discrimination, and powers of writ- 
ing, raised that journal to its present 
power. He was unquestionably the most 
accomplished and powerful political 
writer of the day, and particularly ex- 
celled in the portraiture of public 
men* 
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10. At Douglas, Isle of Man, Lieut. - 
Colonel Anthony Lystcr, half-pay, un- 
attached. He served upwards of twenty 
years in the 23rd Lancers, being part of 
the force which served under Sir Ralph 
Abercromby in Egypt. He was present 
at all their victories, and distinguished 
himself in the battle of the21stMarch, 
for which he received a gold medal. 

13. AtClare House, Hampstead, aged 
40, James Hope, esq., M.D., F.R.S. of 
Lower Seymour-street, one of the 
Physicians to St. George’s Hospital. 

14. At Leipsic, aged 104, Galvini, 
the musical professor. He was a son of 
the celebrated singer Galvini, who died 
at Rome, in 1825, having reached the 
patriarchal age of 138. 

15. At his official residence In Re- 
gent-street, aged 70, John Thomas Bar- 
ber Beaumont, esq., F.8.A., F.G.S., 
founder and many years managing di- 
rector of the County Fire Office and 
Provident Ufe Office, and a magistrate 
for Middlesex. The paternal name of 
this gentleman was Barber, and he was 
born on the 2 1st Dec. 1774, in the parish 
of St. Marylebone. In his youth he 
manifested a strong desire to obtain emi- 
nence as a painter. In 1701, be was 
admitted a student of the Royal Aca- 
demy, and rose to such eminence, that 
nearly every member of the Royal Family 
sat to him for their portraits, and the 
Duke of Kent, and afterwards the Duke 
of York, conferred on him the honour of 
appointing him their miniature painter. 
He was a customary exhibitor at the 
Royal Academy from 1794 to 1806. In 
1802, Mr. Barber made his first appear- 
ance as an author, when he published an 
account of a Tour in South Wales and 
Monmouthshire, to which his skill in 
drawing enabled him to add many ap- 
propriate and elegant embellishments. 
This book went through two editions. 
In the SDring of 1806, he was successful 
in establishing what he denominated the 
Provident Institution, or what is now 
better known under the title of Saving 
Banks. This was the first of the kind, 
and has since given birth to numerous 
similar establishments in different parts 
of the kingdom, by which the condition 
of the industrious class has been con- 
siderably improved, and by which, per- 
haps, more so than by any other prin- 
ciple, habits of industry have been 
cherished, a spirit of frugality diffesed, 
and the virtue and happiness of the 
community consequently augmented : 


on this subject several essays from the 
pen of Mr. B. were published. The 
County Fire Office and Provident Life 
Insurance Office wa9 established under 
his direction, and which have ever since 
been conducted by Mr. Beaumont, as 
the managing director. About twenty 
years since, Mr. Barber took the addi- 
tional name of Beaumont, and about the 
same time he was appointed a magis- 
trate for Middlesex and Westminster. 
The deceased in his lifetime commenced 
a Philosophical Institution; and, by a 
codicil, dated May 28, 1840, he directs 
the munificent sum of 13,000/. to be in- 
vested in the names of Robert Fellowes, 
LL.D., J. Elliotson, M.D., F.R.8., 
George Charles Christian HennelL esq., 
Alexander Henderson, M.D., F.R.8., 
Henry Churchill, esq., and Henry B. 
Kerr, esq. (which legacy is bequeathed 
free of duty) for the following purposes: 
To establish a Philosophical Institution 
in Beaumont-square, Mile-end, “for the 
mental and moral improvement of the 
inhabitants of the said square, and the 
surrounding neighbourhood, in their in- 
tervals of business, and free from the. 
baneful excitement of intoxicating li- 
quors, and also the cultivation of the 
general principles of practical theology, 
and the wisdom of God, leaving to the 
different churches and sects the cultiva- 
tion and pursuit of their peculiar tenets ; 
and also for the purpose of affording 
them intellectual improvement and ra- 
tional recreation and amusement.” 

— At the house of Dr. Merriman, 
In Brook-street, Grosvenor-gquare, 
Thomas Merriman, esq., of Marl- 
borough, banker. 

16. At bis residence, Devonshire- 
place House, Regent’s Park, aged 65, 
Henry Moreton Willis Dyer, esq., senior 
Magistrate at the Marlborough-street 

ice court. Mr. Dyer was the son and 
r of Mark Dyer, of the Temple, and 
of Alphington, co. Devon, esq., by Atme 
Arabella, daughter and heiress of the 
Hon. Charles Moreton, brother to the 
second Lord Dncie. Mr. Dyer was called 
to the bar by the Hon. Society of the 
Inner Temple, June 7, 17 99 ; and was 
formerly Judge of the Vice* Admiralty 
Court at Bermuda, where he acquired 
the bulk of his fortune. He was ap- 
pointed a Police Magistrate in 1817* 

17. Aged 87, the Hon. Caroline Cur- 
son, eldest daughter of the first, and 
sister of the late. Lord Scarsdale* 

— Aged 56, Robert Hall, esq*, of 
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Merton Hall, near Cskane. He bad re- 
cently purchased his estate, and was shot 
by an assassin, in consequence of having 
given some tenants notice to quit. 

19. At Boon, aged 45, Ernest von 
Scbiiler, a judge in the Prussian Court 
of Appeal, and the younger of the two 
sons of the great German poet. 

20. AtGreenbank, Liverpool, at the 
house of W. Rath bone, esq., in his 67 th 
year, the Rev. Joseph Blanco White, 
fi.D. and M.A., the author of Doblado’s 
Letters, &c. Mr. White was descended 
of a Roman C&tholio family, but his 
doubts as to the efficacy of that belief 
terminated in scepticism ; in his more 
maturer years, however, he subscribed 
to the articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, and published many excellent re- 
ligious treatises but in 1835 his friends 
were grieved to find he had deserted the 
Church : a change which is recorded by 

Discourse occasioned by the Rev. 
J. Blanco White’s profession of Unita- 
rian Christianity.” 

22. At Julians, Hertfordshire, aged 
87, Adolphus Meetkerke, esq. This 
gentleman was the lineal descendant 
and representative of Sir Adolphus 
Meetkerke, President of Flanders, who 
took refuge in this country, during the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, from the re- 
ligious persecutions at home. 

23. In Arlington-street, in his 41st 
year, the Hon. Henry Richard Moly- 
ueux, LieuL-CoIonel of the 60th rifles. 
Third son ef William Philip second and 
late Earl of Seflon. 

26. At Versailles, General Francis 
Fuller, Colonel of the 2nd West India 
regiment. He was appointed ensign 
and lieutenant in the 36th foot in 1778 ; 
and captain in the lOlstfoot in 1781. 
In the latter year he embarked for the 
Fast Indies, and served there during 
the years 1782, 3, and 4. At the battle 
of Cuddalore, in 1783, he commanded 
the 101st, and in 1785 returned to 
England, and obtained a majority in his 
regiment. In 1794 he was appointed 
Lieut-Colonel in the 59th loot. He 
served on the Continent in 1794 and 
1795v and covered the retreat of the 
division of the army before Nimeguen. 
At the latter end of 1795, be embarked 
for the Went Indies, where he continued 
to serve till 1802. At the attack of the 
enemy’s position on the Vigie at St. 
Vincent’s, he commanded the 59th ; be 
covered the retreat of the army from 
Mount Ymmg; and at the attack ef the 


enemy's redoubts on the Vigie, he com- 
manded a column. The 1st of January, 
1798, he received the rank of Colonel. 
He commanded a brigade at the capture 
of the islands of St. Bartholomew, St. 
Martin’s, St. Thomas’s, and St. Croix, 
in 1801. The 1st of January, 1805, he 
was appointed Major-General, and in 
1806 embarked for the East Indies, 
where he commanded a division of the 
field army under the presidency of Fort 
William. In 1811, he received the rank 
of Lieutenant-General. He subsequent- 
ly, for some years, commanded the forces 
iu Jamaica. In 1825 he attained the 
full rank of General ; and on the 23rd 
January, 1828, he was appointed to the 
Colonelcy of the 2nd West India regi- 
ment. 

27. At Tonbridge Wells, aged 66, 
the Lady Frances Somerset, second 
daughter, of Henry fifth Duke of Beau- 
fort. 

— At Ham, aged 82, Lady Home, 
widow of Sir Everard Home, Bart., 
Sergeant Surgeon to King George the 
Third. She was the daughter and coh. 
of the Rev. James Tunstall, D.D. 

— At Portsmouth, Rear-Admiral 
Samuel Mottley. He retired as Rear- 
Admiral on half-pay in 1837, after a 
service of, within a few days, 70 years, 
having entered the navy the ]5th June, 
1771. 

28. At the Admiralty House, Clar- 
ence Hill, Bermuda, aged 65, Vice- 
Admiral Sir Thomas Harvey, K.C.B., 
Commander-in-chief in the West Indies 
and North America. This officer was 
the fourth son of the late Sir Henry 
Harvey, K.B., who commanded the 
Jlamilies of 74 guns, in the glorious 
action of the 1st of June, 1794; who 
captured, when Commander-in-chief in 
the West Indies, in conjunction with Sir 
Ralph Abercromby, the Spanish island 
of Trinidad in February, 1797 ; and 
who died an Admiral of the White in 
December 28, 1810. He served as 
Master’s mate on board the PamUiee in 
Lord Howe’s action; and Lieutenant of 
the Prince of Wales , 98, bearing the 
flag of his lather, on the 22od June, 
1795, in the fleet under Lord Bridport, 
when three sail of the line were cap- 
tured. In 1796 he commanded in suc- 
cession the Lacedemonian and Pelican 
sloops of war. The latter formed part 
of tho squadron at the reduction of the 
island of Trinidad > immediately after 
which he wan pmmeted to Ike rank of 
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post captain, into the Prince of Woles, 
98, bearing his father’s flag, and in that 
ship assisted at the attack upon Porto 
Rico in the ensuing month of April. 
His post commission bears date March 
27th, 1797. Captain Harvey’s subse- 
quent appointments were to the Con- 
cord, Lapwing , and Unite frigates ; the 
former be commanded for a very short 
period. In the Lapicing he intercepted 
several of the enemy’s privateers and 
letters of marque, and accompanied 
Lord Hugh Seymour in the expedition 
against the Dutch colony of Surinam, 
which surrendered to the British arms 
Aug. 20th, 1799. The Unite was at- 
tached to the armament under Rear- 
Admiral Duckworth, which took posses- 
sion of the Danish and Swedish West- 
India islands in March 1801. In the 
celebrated passage of the Dardanelles, 
by Sir John Duckworth, Capt. Harvey 
commanded the Standard , which ship 
bore a conspicuous part; and in passing 
the castles of Sestos and Abydos, re- 
ceived a stone shot, six feet six inches 
in circumference, and weiuhing 800 lbs. ; 
it entered the lower deck, and having 
set fire to the salt-boxes containing the 
powder for immediate use, caused an 
explosion which wounded many of her 
men. Subsequently to this event, Capt. 
Harvey accompanied Sir John Duck- 
worth to the coast of Egypt, and arrived 
there two or three days after the sur- 
render of Alexandria to the British 
arms. Early in 1808 he was stationed 
in the Adriatic, where he took several 
prizes, and assisted at the capture of 
the Friedland , an Italian brig of war 
mounting 16 long twelve- pounders, and 
several other armed vessels. Towards 
the latter end of the same year, he 
escorted a fleet of merchantmen to Eng- 
land. Captain Harvey’s next appoint- 
ment was to the Majestic, 74 guns ; and 
during the ensuing summer he was sta- 
tioned in the Belt, to protect the valu- 
able convoys going to and sailing from 
the Baltic. He was nominated a C.B. 
June 4th, 1815; obtained a Colonelcy 
of Royal Marines, April 2nd, 1821 ; and 
became a Rear-Admiral the 19th of 
July in the same year, and a K.C.B. in 
April 1833. On the death of Vice- 
Admiral Sir Charles Paget, in January 
1839, he was appointed to succeed that 
officer a a Commander-in-chief on the 
West-India and North American sta- 
tions. He married March the 28tb, 
1805, Sarah, youngest daughter of his 


uncle the gallant Captain John Har- 
vey, who was mortally wounded in the 
glorious action of the 1st of June, 
1794. 

31. At Sudbrooke Park, Petersham, 
aged 57, the Right Hon. Sir Robert 
John Wilmot Horton, the second ba- 
ronet, of Ormaeton, co. Derby (1772), 
G.C.H., a Privy Councillor, and M.A. ; 
formerly Governor of Ceylon. Sir Ro- 
bert was born in 1784, the eldest son of 
Sir Robert Wilmot, of Ormaston, co. 
Derby, the first baronet, by Juliana 
Elizabeth, second daughter of Admiral 
the Hon. John Byron. He became a 
Gentleman Commoner of ChristChurch, 
Oxford, Jan. 27, 1803, and graduated 
B.A. 1806, M.A. 1815. In 1806 be 
married Anne Beatrix, eldest daughter 
and coheir of Eusebius Horton, of Cat- 
ton, co. Derby, esq., and on the death 
of his father-in-law in 1823 he assumed, 
by royal sign manual, the additional 
name of Horton, in compliance with the 
directions of that gentleman’s will. Mr. 
R. Wilmot was returned to Parliament 
for Newcastle- under-Lyne 1818 ; he was 
re-chosen in 1820, but in the same year 
vacated his seat, on being appointed 
Governor of Ceylon. In 1826 he was 
re-elected to Parliament, for Newcastle- 
under-Lyne, without a contest. He was 
sworn a Privy Councillor, May 23, 1827, 
and became Under Secretary of State 
for the Colonies ; but he retired from 
that office about the end of the same 
year, in consequence, as was understood, 
of some difference of opinion with Mr. 
Charles Grant (Lord Glenelg). He suc- 
ceeded his father as a baronet, July 23, 
1834. Sir Wilmot Horton was the au- 
thor of several political pamphlets. As 
a statesman and man of highly culti- 
vated mind, of taste and of letters, few 
of his contemporaries could compare 
with Sir Robert Horton. His govern- 
ment of Ceylon will be a lasting monu- 
ment to his political worth and ability ; 
and bis many productions on the most 
important questions which occupied the 
age in which he lived — education, emi- 
gration, colonial policy, and the im- 
provement of society in every practic- 
able way — will long be referred to as 
containing able and clear expositions of 
these important subjects. In private 
life a more amiable, intelligent, and 
estimable gentleman never existed. By 
the lady already mentioned, who sur- 
vives him. Sir R. J. Wilmot Horton had 
issue four sous and three daughters* 
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Lately* At Portsmouth, retired Com- 
mander Edward Southcott. He was 
Master of the Hermione when the crew 
mutinied, and murdered the captain. 
His services being wanted, his life was 
spared : he was made a Lieutenant, and 
retained as a witness on the eourts- 
m&rtial held on the mutineers as they 
were captured. 

— Suddenly, at his little fishmonger’s 
shop, in Cburch-pastagc, Greenwich, 
that venerable tar, Nelson’s coxswain, 
Sykes. He was upwards of eighty years 
of age, and was with Lord Nelson during 
the whole of the time of his glorious 
deeds. He saved the life of that illus- 
trious hero in the bay of Cadiz, when 
his barge containing twelve men was at- 
tacked by a Spanish gun- boat manned 
by twenty-six, by twice parrying the 
blows that were aimed at him, and at 
last actually interposed his own head to 
receive a sabre-cut which he could not 
avert by any other means, from which 
he received a dangerous wound. The 
gun-boat was captured and eighteen of 
her men killed, and the rest wounded. 
He also greatly distinguished himself 
at the battle of Trafalgar. 

— At Beverley, Commander George 
Keener, R.N. He served with Admiral 
Duncan, on board the Bedford, in the 
battle of Camperdown. 

— Lieut* Colonel Snodgrass, Deputy 
Quartermaster-General on the Staff in 
Nova Scotia. This officer cbmmenced 
bis military career as Ensign in the 
52od Light Infantry in 1813. He at- 
tained a lieutenancy in the same distin- 
guished corps the following year, and 
was engaged with it at the Pyrenees, 
Vera, Nivelle, Nive, Orthes, Tarhes, 
Toulouse, and finally at Waterloo. The 
reductions consequent on the peace 
placed him on half-pay in 1818 ; but in 
1821 he was appointed Adjutant to the 
38th Foot, with which be continued to 
aerve in the East Indies till the com- 
mencement of the Burmese campaign, 
when he was appointed Aide-de-Camp 
and Military Secretary to Sir Archibald 
Campbell, commanding the forces on 
thatexpedition. While employed in that 
capacity he was promoted to a Company 
in the 91st Regiment on the 22nd Dec. 
1825. On the 14th of Nov. 182G, he 
was permitted to purchase an unat- 
tached Majority ; and on the 25th Dec. 
of the same year, he received the brevet 
of Lieut-Colonel, in consequence of 
having been the bearer of despatches 


announcing the successful termination 
of the Burmese campaign, in which he 
had borne a conspicuous part. In 1830, 
he exchanged as Major into the 94th 
Regiment, whence he was promoted to 
an unattached Lieut.-Colonelcy in 1833, 
and appointed Secretary to the Board of 
General Officers employed in arranging 
the new system of field exercise for the 
British array. Lieut.-Colonel Snodgrass 
proceeded to New Brunswick as Aid- 
de-Camp and Military Secretary to Sir 
Archibald Campbell, from whose staff 
he was in the following year promoted 
to the appointment which be held at 
his decease. 

— M. Niemcewicz. The foreign jour- 
nals announce the death of the cele- 
brated Polish poet and patriot, Julien 
Ursin Niemcewicz, at a very advanced 
age. From bis youth he was distin- 
guished for his progress in literature. 
He was one of the most eminent nuo- 
cios of the great Constituent Diet of 
1791. Aid-de-Camp of Kosciusko, 
wounded and captured by his side, he 
suffered a long confinement in the dun- 
geons of St. Petersburgh. Having been 
set at liberty at the accession of the 
Emperor Paul, he emigrated to America 
with Kosciusko, where Washington, the 
hero of the American struggle, granted 
those exiles an honourable hospitality. 
Though a cultivator and American citi- 
zen, he hastened in 1807 to serve his 
native country, for whom a new era had 
commenced, and whose vicissitudes from 
that period he coustantly shared. As 
secretary and member of Senate, mem- 
ber of the Council of Public Instruc- 
tion, President of the Society of the 
Friends of the Sciences, and latterly, 
while employed on a mission to England 
in 1831 , he was incessantly devoted to his 
country. His literary works in prose 
and verse were a continual echo of the 
events which occurred in Poland, and in 
which he had performed so distinguished 
a part. 

JUNE. 

1. At Gibraltar, on bis return from 
Egypt, aged 56, Sir David Wilkie, Prin- 
cipal Painter in ordinary to her Majesty, 
and Limner for Scotland. He was a 
son of the Rev. David Wilkie, pastor of 
Cults, near Cupar, co. Fife, where he 
was born, in 1785. At 15 years of age 
he entered the Trustees* Academy at 
Edinburgh, then under the direction of 
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Mr. John Graham, where he remained 
four years, and had, during part of that 
period, for his fellow-students William 
Allan and John Burnet. In 1805 he 
came to London, and in the follow- 
ing year exhibited at the Royal Aca- 
demy his “Village Politicians, 0 (painted 
by ordei for Lord Mansfield) having 
in the meantime supported himself by 
the produce of some of his small pictures 
exposed in a window at Charing -cross. 
In 1807 he exhibited his “ Blind Fid- 
dler, 0 now in the National Gallery, the 
excellence of which at once established 
his reputation. This was Wilkie’s exe- 
cution of an order from the late Sir G. 
Beaumont, for a picture to the value of 
fifty pounds ! Wilkie’s first lodging in 
London, was at 11, Norton-street, Port- 
land Place ; when he painted the 
“Blind Fiddler" his address was 10, 
Sol’s-row, Hampstead. He thence re- 
moved to Kensington, and never left 
that neighbourhood. The year follow- 
ing he exhibited “The Card Players;’’ 
and in 1809, his u Cut Finger ’’ and the 
“ RentrDay,” bought by Lord Mulgrave 
for 300 guineas. In the month of 
November of the latter year he was 
elected to the justly merited distinction 
of an Associate of the Royal Academy. In 
Feb. 181 1 , he was made a Royal Acade- 
mician, and gave for his diploma picture, 
“Boys Digging for Rats.*’ From this 
time, until 1825, he regularly produced 
and as regularly sold, atincreasing prices, 
year by year, his well-known and most 
celebrated works. Space will only admit 
of a partial enumeration of them. In 
1811, “A Gamekeeper,” and “ A Hu- 
morous Scene in 1812, “ Blind Man’s 
Buff,” a sketch, and “The Village Fes- 
tival,” sold to Mr. Angerstefn for 900 
guineas, and now in the National Gal- 
lery; in 1813, the finished picture of 
“ Blind Man’s Buff;” in 1814, “ The 
Letter of Introduction,” (sold to Mr. 
Dobree of Walthamstow for 200 gui- 
neas) and “ Duncan Gray ;” (afterwards 
sold at Lord C. Townshend’s sale, for 
450 guineas, to Mr. Sheepshanks) in 
1815, “ Distraining for Rent in 
1810, “ The Rahbit on the Wall in 
1817, “The Breakfast ;" in 1818, 
“ The Errand Boy,” and the “ Abbots- 
ford Family,” now at Huntly Burn ; in 
1819, “ The Penny Wedding,’’ a com- 
mission from the Prince Regent; in 
1880, “ The Reading of the Will," a 
commission, for 450 guineas, from the 
King of Bavaria ; in 1821, “ Guess my 


Name,” and u Newsmongers” ; In 1822, *** 

‘'Chelsea Pensioners reading the Ga- 
zette of the Battle of Waterloo,” painted ¥* c 
for the Duke of Wellington at 1,200/.; * ' j 

in 1823, “The Parish Beadle i w in ^ 
1824, “Smugglers offering Run Goods ^ 
for Sale or Concealment," and “The 
Cottage Toilet and in 1825, “ The 
Highland Family.” His picture of 
“ Distraining for Rent ” was bought by 
the Governors of the British Institution ^ * 
for 600 guineas, was sold to Raimbach 
for engraving at the same sum, and, s ^ 
when engraved, was bought from Raim- 
bach by Mr. Wells, of Redieaf, for 700 #4 

guineas. About this time his health 
became seriously affected, and a total wii 
cessation of labour was advised by the ^ l 
medical attendants, and accordingly be 
departed on a tour to Rome, and a visit " k 
to Madrid. He remained absent from 
England until 1828, during which time 
the accounts received were frequently of -^! 
a very unsatisfactory description ; and 
his friends were shocked at his pale and ttjii 

attenuated appearance on his return. in 

“ Notwithstanding the injunctions of his 
physicians, he made a vast quantity of » ; 

studies, and nearly completed some m 

pictures, both in Italy and Spain ; and 
soon after his return astounded the ad- te.t 
mirers of his talent by a total change 
in the style of his execution, the choice a u 
of his subjects, and the principle of his 
chiaro-’scuro. In his earlier paintings tail 

he adopted the principle of the Flemish by: 

and Dutch schools. The mingled irt 

beauties of Teniers, Wouvermans, and “] 

Ostade were present without the gross- £$ 

ness of their subjects or the coarseness fet 

of their incidents. On arriving amidst k 

the accumulated treasures of the Spanish ^ 

school at Madrid, he was struck with ^ 

admiration at the powerful effects its i 

artists had produced. A revolution i|. 

took place in his ideas, and he deter- ^ 

mined on the hazardous experiment of ^ 

resting his future fame on a style utterly q. 

opposed to that in which he then stood ^ 

unrivalled amidst European artists. 1 

Wilkie became in this case no more a * 

copyist of the Spanish than he had for- 
merly been of the Flemish school. In- i ( 

stead of a general breadth of light, he \ 

adopted powerful contrasts: in lieu of i 

rendering his darks valuable by the i 

great prevalence of light, he made his 
brilliancy of light to depend upon the 
predominance of the dArk. It is true I 

that in the first pictures he exhibited 
after his continental travel be too freely 
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availed himself of an opaque blackness 
never to be found in the works of Ve- 
lasquez or Murillo ; but he soon reco- 
vered the lucidness and transparency of 
his colouring:, although he never after- 
wards abandoned the strength of his 
contrasts, cr the greater freedom of bis 
touch. Other artists have once in their 
lives wholly changed their style of paint- 
ing, as for instance, Titian, from the 
staid severity of the Roman school to 
the voluptuous splendour of the Vene- 
tian ; but no case occurs to us of a total 
change, at the same time, of a class of 
subjects, and a system of colouring.” 
On the death of Sir Thomas Lawrence, 
which took place on the 7th of January, 
1830, Wilkie was, through the judici- 
ously applied influence of the late Sir 
W. Knighton, and the justly exerted 
patronage of George the 4th, ap- 
pointed Principal Painter in ordinary 
to his Majesty, and Serjeant Painter to 
the King. At this time he was busily 
occupied upon his portrait of the King 
in the Highland costume, and on his 
picture of the Reception of His Ma- 
jesty at Holyrood-house. On the ac- 
cession of William the 4th, in whose 
reign (1836) he was knighted, the royal 
favour was continued; but the painter 
had not the good fortune to command 
so large a share of admiration of his 
style upon the accession of Queen Vic- 
toria. The principal pictures painted 
by Sir David Wilkie in his second style 
areas follow “ The Spanish Posada,” 
“ The Maid of Saragossa,” rt The Gue- 
rilla's Departure,” M The Guerilla’s 
Return,” "John Knox Preaching,” ex- 
hibited in 1832; M Spanish Monks, ” 
exhibited In 1833; in 1834, “Not at 
Home,” and ” Spanish Mother and 
Child in 1835, “ Columbus,” ( now at 
Mr. Holford’s, in the Regent's Park — the 
price 1,100 guineas); in 1836, “Peep- 
> day-boy#' Cabin;” in 1837, “Mary 
Queen of Scots escaping from Loch- 
leven Castle,” “ The Cottar’s Saturday 
Night,” and " The Empress Josephine 
and the Fortune-teller in 1838, 
“ Queen Victoria's First Council ;” in 
1839, “ The Discovery of the Body of 
Tippoo Saib,” (a commission from the 
widow of Sir David Baird, at 1,600/.), 
and “ Grace before Meat;” in 1840, 
“ Benvenuto Cellini and the Pope,” and 
“The Irish Whiskey Still.” Besides 
these, he has left an unfinished picture 
of u John Knox administering the Sa- 
crament,” and “ Nelson Sealing a Let- 


ter.” Among his portraits, Lady Lynd- 
hurst, at Apsley House, and the Duke 
of Sussex, as Earl of Inverness, exhi- 
bited in 1833, are admirable. The 
fame which the artist acquired by the 
picture of the Preaching of John Knox, 
which for the quality of its execution 
and the management of the chiaro 'aenro, 
is in truth a magnificent work, reminds 
us of a circumstance relating to its pur- 
chase. The commission for it was given 
to Sir David by the late Earl of Liver- 
pool, at a price fixed by the painter 
himself ; but, the Earl becoming seri- 
ously indisposed before the completion 
of the work, Sir Robert Peel proposed to 
become the purchaser, generously add. 
ing a considerable sum to that originally 
stipulated for it, the artist having dis- 
covered that the labour was greater 
than he had at first anticipated. The 
sum paid was 1,600/. In summing up 
the personal character of this eminent 
man, it may be most justly said of him, 
that he was mild, gentle, and unassum- 
ing. Never daunted by the difficulties 
of his art, he was peculiarly sensitive of 
slight, and easily depressed by pecu- 
niary loss, as we have heretofore shown. 
Early and perhaps constitutional habits 
of care in pecuniary matters led him as 
he advanced in life to a rigidness of ex- 
penditure bordering on parsimony ; but 
his warmth of heart and affection for 
his family prompted his aid to them, 
when wanted, with unsparing liberality. 
In bis intercourse with society he would 
freely state his opinions ; and, though 
he was careful not to offend the pre- 
judices of others, he never shrank from 
a plain and straightforward assertion of 
his views; He who sought his pro- 
fessional advice was sure to have a cour- 
teous reception, and could never leave 
him without benefitting by his judg- 
ment, No petty feeling of jealousy 
induced him to withhold his stores of 
knowledge, nor could his profound inti- 
macy with the principles of his art ever 
render him impatient of the task of 
giving to his less gifted brethren the 
results of his study, or the fruits of his 
sagacity. He held in theory, and ex- 
emplified in act, that whatever is worth 
doing at all, is worth doing well. No 
labour, then, was too great for him to 
undertake with a view to the attainment 
of excellence, and triumphant has been 
the success of his hand. No object, 
however mean, which his judgment told 
him was proper for introduction into 
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his subject, failed to command his 
minute attention ; and, though upon a 
careful examination of his labours we 
are sure to find the most accurate finish 
in every part, we observe that the mas- 
terly skill of the painter has subdued 
all unnecessary prominence, all obtru- 
sive singularity. Sir David, it appears, 
enjoyed a very good state of health 
during the teu months he was travelling 
through Germany to the Turkish capi- 
tal, during his sojourn there, and in his 
subsequent excursions to Smyrna, Jeru- 
salem, the other parts of Palestine and 
Egypt, in all which places the plague 
bad been for some time carrying on its 
ravages. With his friend Mr. W. 
Woodburn he left Alexandria in the 
steamer Oriental , which had clean bills 
of health, and on the 26th of May ar- 
rived at Malta, where they anchored for 
a few hours. When they left Malta no 
one complained of being unwell ; but 
the following day Sir David did not 
come to table, and excused himself on 
account of a slight fever, which he 
thought would subside if he kept on 
low diet and did not exert himself. On 
the 31 st of May, at night, the Oriental 
entered Gibraltar bay, and in a few 
hours, the despatches being received on 
board, they made sail for England, no 
one having been permitted to go on 
shore. Shortly after she had got under 
weigh, six o’clock A.M., Mr. W. Wood- 
burn went into Sir David Wilkie's berth, 
to request he would come up and break- 
fast with the company ; he replied that 
he should probably do so, but he should 
like to see the doctor before he moved. 
Mr. Gattie, a medical gentleman, then 
came to him, and soon returned to Mr. 
Woodburn, with an assurance that his 
friend was in a very dangerous state. 
Mr. Woodburn being greatly alarmed, 
asked Dr. Brown (who was with Sir 
James Camac) to consult with Mr. 
Gattie as to what could be done to save 
his friend ; and the two medical gen- 
tlemen made every exertion, and ap- 
plied all the usual remedies within their 
reach without avail. Sir David kept 
gradually sinking, but did not appear 
to experience any bodily suffering, and 
became unconscious about half- past 
seven, and at eight o’clock he ceased to 
breathe, bis friends and the physicians 
being with him all the time. The pas- 
sengers assembled to consult what was 
to be done, and they requested the cap- 
tain to return and land the body at 


Gibraltar ; he did return, but the orders 
of the governor were so strict, that the 
remains could not be allowed to come 
on shore, and therefore the last sad 
offices of committing his body to the 
deep were performed, in the most solemn 
and impressive manner, as the Oriental 
stood out of the bay on her way to Eng- 
land. 

— At Camberwell, of consumption, 
having just completed his 24th year, 
Mr. Joseph Wilks, eldest son of Joseph 
Barber Wilks, esq., of the East India 
House ; a young artist of very superior 
talents and great promise. 

3. At Bayswater, aged 78, Francis 
Pierard, esq., late judge and magistrate 
in the Presidency of Bengal. 

■ — Malachy Kelly, esq., of Wood- 
mount, co. Roscommon, shot in a duel 
with Owen Lynch, esq., of Rathfeake, 
co. Galway. The father, Mr. H. Kelly, 
was present, and loaded the pistols ! 

7. At Swarthdale, his seat in Lan- 
cashire, aged 67, Rear-Admiral Sir 
Robert Barrie, K.C.B., K.C.H. He 
was the son of Mr. R. Barrie, of San- 
quhar, N. B. f and entered the navy 
before he completed his fourteenth year. 
In 1791 he accompanied Capt. Vancou- 
ver in his voyage of discovery, and on 
his return, in 1795, he was promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant. In 180J, 
when Lieutenant of the Bourdelais, he 
was wounded in an action with a French 
squadron. He was made Commander 
Oct. 23, 1801 ; and his post commission 
bore date April 29, 1802. While com- 
manding the Pomone 38, in the Medi- 
terranean under Lord Collingwood, he 
captured a vessel in which was Prince 
Lucien Bonaparte with his family and 
all his valuables, all claim to which the 
officers and crew of the Pomone sur- 
rendered as belonging to an individual. 
In 1811, when in company with the 
Unite and Scout , he destroyed three 
ships of war, though they were protected 
by strong batteries, in Sagone Bay. On 
the 14th October in the same year, the 
Pomone was unfortunately wrecked on a 
sunken rock near the Needles point. 
The court-martial held in consequence 
declared that none of the officers were 
to blame except the master. During 
the American war, Captain Barrie ren- 
dered great service to his country. In 
1819 he was appointed by the Govern- 
ment resident-commissioner on the Ca- 
nadian Lakes, and was Commodore at 
that station from 1827 until the naval 
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establishment was broken up in 1834. 
He attained the rank of Rear-Admiral, 
10th Jan. 1837. Sir Robert was nomi- 
nated a Companion of the Bath, 4th of 
June, 1815, and a Knight Commander 
in 1840; and on the 24th Oct. 1834, 
was nominated a Knight Commander of 
the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order. 

13. On board her Majesty’s ship 
Blenheim, in Hong Kong bay. Sir Hum- 
phrey Dyke BallantyneLe Fleming Sen- 
house, K.C.H., Captain and senior officer 
on the China coast. Sir Humphrey 
was the third son of the late Sir William 
Senhouse, Surveyor-General of Barba- 
does, and of Nether Hall, in Cumber- 
land, by Mary, second daughter and 
coheiress of Joseph Ashley, of Ashby 
ledgers, esq., High Sheriff of North- 
amptonshire in 1788. He entered the 
navy at an early age, and when mid* 
shipman was present at the capture of 
Surinam in 1799. In 180C Mr. Sen- 
house was appointed to command the 
Express 12, on the Leeward Island sta- 
tion, in which vessel he beat off the 
attack of a French squadron, consisting 
of a brig of 18 guns, and two schooners 
of two guns each. He was present, in 
1809, at the attack of Martinique by Sir 
A. Cochrane and Sir C. Beckwith. Mr. 
Senhouse successively commanded the 
brigs Wolverine , Ringdove , andj Supd- 
rieure ; and in the Ringdove , joined in 
the chace of a French squadron, which 
ended in the capture of the Hautpou1t y 
74, in 1809. In 1813, Captain Sen- 
house commanded the Recruit and the 
Martin in North America. Whilst 
blockading the Delaware in the Martin 
sloop, the vessel grounded, and was 
immediately attacked by the United 
States’ flotilla of gunboats, consisting of 
ten vessels, mounting together, eight 
long 32-pounder guns, twelve 18 ditto, 
and eight 6-pounders, and beat them 
off after a severe action. In 1813, Sir 
John Warren selected Capt. Senhouse 
for the responsible command of the 
force destined for the winter protection 
of the British frontier on the coast of 
the Bay of Fundy, and he assisted at the 
capture of Morse Island, in the Bay of 
Fundy. Capt. Senhouse also joined the 
expedition under Rear-Admiral Grif- 
fith and Sir J. Sherbroke, employed in 
the Bay of Penobscot, in the United 
States, in 1814; and was selected by 
the former to be the bearer of his 
official despatches, detailing the cir- 
cumstances of that transaction. He 

Vol. LXXXIII. 



was chosen by Sir Henry Hotbam to be 
the Captain under his flag in 1815. 
Captain Senhouse served accordingly as 
Flag Captain of his Majesty’s ship 
Superb , 74, during the hostilities with 
France at the return of Napoleon from 
Elba. The command of the squadron 
intended to support the French royalists 
in the western departments of France, 
and to blockade the coast from L’Oriente 
to Bordeaux, to prevent the escape of 
Napoleon, was entrusted to Sir H. 
Hothara. Capt. Senhouse was engaged 
in aiding the royalist chiefs of the 
armies of La Vendee aud Morbthan, and 
was personally in communication with 
them in various enterprises ; and bad 
also the gratification of witnessing the 
happy termination of hostilities by the 
personal surrender of Napoleon as pri- 
soner on board the Superb y off Roche- 
fort. With the dismantling of that ship 
in Sept. 1815, Capt. Senhouse’s active 
services ceased until 1831, when he waa 
again selected, by Sir H. Hotham, to 
serve under his flag, and he commanded 
the Asia and St. Vincent until May, 
1834. He was employed in prominent 
services while commanding the St. 
Vincent , under Sir Henry’s flag, as well 
as independently under his owu pen- 
nant ; and as Commodore at Vigo and 
Napoli di Romania, he received the 
highest commendations from Sir W. 
Parker, then commanding in the Tagus; 
of Mr. Addington, minister at Madrid ; 
and of the Spanish Government. Sir 
Le Fleming Senhouse commissioned 
the Blenheim , 72, on April 9, 1839 ; 
he was sent from England with the 
intention of filling the office of second in 
command of her Majesty’s naval forces 
employed in the Chinese war, and bore 
a distinguished part in the actions on 
the Canton river, and the attack on the 
city ; the unexpected cessation of hos- 
tilities at the moment of success, caused 
so much mortification to the gallant 
officer, that he sunk under the combined 
effects of fatigue and disappointment. 
He was nominated a Knight Com- 
mander of the Hanoverian Guelphic 
Order, 13th April, 1832, and a Com- 
panion of the Bath (in ignorance of his 
decease) June 29, 1841. He married, 
in 1810, Miss Manley, daughter and 
coheiress of Vice-Adm. John Manley. 

14. At Barbadoes, aged 56, Sir Evan 
John Murray M'Gregor, bart., of Lan- 
ric, co. Perth, C.B. and K.C.H., Major- 
General in the army, and Governor and 
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Commander-in-Chief of the islands of 
Barbadoes, St* Vincent, Grenada, To- 
bago, St. Lucia, and Trinidad. , This 
gentleman was descended from the 
lainls of the ancient clan of M'Gregor, 
which during their proscription by the 
Campbells of Argyle, adopted the sur- 
name of Murray. Sir John Murray, 
the father of the subject of this memoir, 
was created a baronet on the 3rd July, 
1795 ; and, having married Anne, 
daughter of Roderic M'Leod, esq., died 
on the 29th of June, 1822, when he was 
succeeded in the title by his only son : 
who, on the 6th Dec., 1822, obtained 
licence, under the royal sign-manual, 
together with his uncles Col. Alexander 
and Col. Robert Murray, to resume 
their ancient name of M'Gregor. He 
was appointed Lieutenant in the 15th 
dragoons, 6th August, 1803. He was 
in 1810 appointed an Assistant Adju- 
tant-General in Spain and Portugal ; in 
1813, Dep.-Quartermaster-Gen. in the 
East Indies ; in 1817, Assistant Adju- 
tant-Gen. ; and afterwards Deputy Ad- 
jutant-Gen. at Madras. He was severely 
wounded in the operations of the army 
under Lieut .-Gen. Sir T. Hislop, 27tb 
Feb. 1818. He was promoted to the 
rank of Colonel in 1825, was Aide-de- 
camp to George the 4th And William 
the 4th, and attained the rank of Major- 
General in 1837. He was appointed 
Governor and Comraander-in-Chief of 
Antigua in 1833, and subsequently the 
other islands enumerated above were 
committed to his superintendence. Sir 
Evan M‘Gregor married, 28th May, 
1808, Lady Elizabeth Murray, fourth 
daughter of John fourth and late Duke 
of Atboll, K.T. 

15. At the London Hotel, Albemarle- 
street, the Right Hon. Emily Lady 
Cloncorry. She was the third daughter 
of Archibald Douglas, esq.; was mar- 
ried first in 1798 to Joseph Leeson, 
esq., by whom she had issue the present 
Earl of Milltown ; and after his death in 
1800, became, in 1811, the second wife 
of the present Lord Cioncurry. 

— In Bengal, Lieut. -Colonel Geo. 
Hillier, Lieut.-Col. 62nd foot. He 
served in the Peninsula and at Waterloo, 
and afterwards in Canada as Aide-de- 
camp to Sir P. Maitland. 

17. Aged 75, Mrs. Godwin, widow of 
William Godwin, esq., author of •* Poli- 
tical Justice.’* 

20. At La Bastide, in the department 
of the Lot, M. Murat, brother to the 


former King of Naples. Being free 
from ambition, at the time his brother 
Joachim governed the kingdom of 
Naples, he accepted the modest func- 
tions of mayor of his village, which he 
discharged till the hour of his death 
with zeal and probity. 

— At Sid mount Cottage, Moffat, the 
Right Hon. Lady Mary Beckwith, 
widow of Sir Thomas Sidney Beckwith, 
K.C.B., eldest daughter of the late Sir 
W. Douglas, of Kelhead, hart., and 
sister of the Marquess of Queensberry. 

22. At Castle Hill, Devonshire, aged 
88, the Right Hon. Hugh Fortescue, 
Earl Fortescue and Viscount Ebrington, 
co. of Gloucester (1789), third Baron 
Fortescue of Castle Hill, co. Devon 
(1746), D.C.L. and F.S.A. This ve- 
nerable nobleman was born on the 12th 
March, 1753, the eldest son of Matthew 
second Lord Fortescue by Anne, second 
daughter of John Campbell, esq., and 
aunt to the first Lord Cawdor. He 
travelled under the tutorship of Dr. 
Gray, author of "The Happiness of 
States,” a work controverting the opi 
nion8 of Adam Smith. At the general 
election of 1784, he was returned to 
Parliament for Beaumaris ; but on the 
8th of July, 1785, he succeeded to the 
peerage, on the death of his father. 
He bad thus been a member of the House 
of Peers for the long period of fifty-five 
years. By patent, dated August 15, 
1789, he was advanced to the titles of 
Viscount Ebrington and Earl Fortescue. 
He had divided with ministers in favour 
of the Regency Bill of 1788. On the 
trial of Viscount Melville, he voted him 
guilty on the second charge. He after- 
wards constantly supported the Whig 
party, together with their measures of 
Roman Catholic Relief and Parliamen- 
tary Reform. His Lordship was for 
some years Lord Lieutenant, Custos 
Rotulorum and Vice-Admiral of Devon- 
shire, which offices he subsequently 
resigned to his son. He was also High 
Steward of Barnstaple and South Mol- 
ton. Earl Fortescue married. May 10, 
1782, Hester, third daughter of the 
Right Hon. George Grenville, sister to 
the Conntess Dowager of Carysfort and 
the late Lord Grenville. 

24. At Edinburgh, at an advanced 
age, the Hon. William Mordaunt Mail- 
land, a General in the army; uncle to 
the Earl of Lauderdale and the Mar- 
quess of Tweed dale, great-uncle to the 
Countess of Dalhoaaie and the Mar* 
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chkmess of Douro, Ac. He was the 
fifth son of James seventh Earl of Lau- 
derdale, by Mary Turner, only child of 
Sir Thomas Lombe, Knt., and was a 
younger brother to the late Right Hon. 
Lieut.- General Sir Thomas Maitland, 
G.C.B. General Maitland’s commission 
bore date as follows: — Cornet in the 
10th dragoons in 1779; Lieutenant in 
1781; CaptAio, 1783. He served in 
India in 1790 and 1791, during which 
period he was at the storming of Tip- 
poo's lines, and siege of Seringapatam, 
where he was wounded. In 1792 he 
returned to England, in 1794 he received 
the brevet of Major, and was appointed 
Lieut.-Col. of the Devon and Cornwall 
Fencibles ; Colonel, 1801 ; and in 1804 
served in Ireland as Brigadier- General ; 
Major-General, 1808; Lieut.- General, 
1813; and General, 1830. The Gene- 
ral was twice married :* first to Mary, 
widow of John Travers, esq., and daugh- 
ter of the Rev. Mr. Orpin ; and se- 
condly, June 8, 1810, to Jane, widow 
ofDalhousie Watherston, of Manders- 
town, co. Berwick, esq., and daughter 
of the Rev. Thomas Walker. 

— At Patshull, Staffordshire, in his 
76th year, Sir George Pigot, the third 
baronet (1764), a General in the army. 
Id the crisis of the war with revolu- 
tionary France, he raised a regiment 
himself, which was numbered the 130th, 
of which he was appointed Lieutenant- 
Colonel Commander, June 12, 1794. 
He was promoted to the rank of Colo- 
nel 1800, Major-General 1805, Lieut- 
General 1812, and General 1825. Sir 
George Pigot succeeded to the title on 
the death of bis father, Aug. J , 1 796. 
He had married in the preceding month, 
Mary Anne, daughter of the Hon. John 
Monckton, of Fineshead, co. Northamp- 
ton, and grand-daughter of John first 
Viscount Galway. 

— In Wyndham-plaee, aged 63, Sir 
George Tuite, the eighth baronet, of 
Bonagli, co. Westmeath (1622). He 
was the only son of Marcus Anthony 
Tuite, esq., and younger son of the 
sixth baronet, by Patience, second 
daughter of Marlborough Stirling, esq. 
When a young man, be saw much ser- 
vice in India, as an officer of the 19tli 
dragoons, and served under the Duke 
of Wellington at the battle of Assaye. 
He succeeded to the title of baronet on 
the death of his uncle, Sir Henry, in 
August, 1895. 

— Aged 84 years, the Rev. Robert 


Palk Welland, for forty-eight years 
rector of Shillingford and Dunchidiock, 
nnd long an active and useful magistrate 
of the county of Devon. 

25. At Downing, Flintshire, aged 78, 
David Pennant, esq., of Downton and 
Bycbton, second, but eldest surviving 
son of Thomas Pennant, esq., D.C.L. 
and F.R.S., the celebrated naturalist 
and tourist, by bis first wife Elizabeth, 
daughter of James Falconer, esq., of 
Chester. He succeeded his father in 
his property in 1798, and in the follow- 
ing year served the office of High She- 
riff of Flintshire. 

26. At York-terrace, Regent’s Park, 
aged 68, William Brame Elwyn, D-C.L., 
many years Recorder of Deal, and a 
magistrate for Middlesex. 

— At Caistor, Philip Skipwortb, esq., 
of Laceby. He was present with Lord 
Woraley at the recent election, and 
while in the act of addressing the elec- 
tors complained of dizziness in the head, 
and in five minutes was a corpse. 

28. In the Cloisters, Gloucester, aged 
82, the Rev. Arthur Benoni Evans, 
A.M.. rector of Colne Rogers, and vicar 
of Bam wood, and for upwards of fifty 
years Head Master of the College 
School in that city. 

— At Cheltenham, aged 83, the 
Right Hon. Letitia dowager Lady Clon- 
brock. She was the daughter and heir 
of John Green, of Old Abbey, co. Lime- 
rick, esq., by Catharine Toler, eldest 
daughter of John Earl of Norbory; was 
married first in 1776, to Robert Dillon, 
esq., created Lord Clonbrock in 1790, 
who died 1795. 

Lately. At Worlingham Hall, aged 
55, the Right Hon. Mary Countess of 
Gosford. She was the only daughter 
and heiress of Robert Sparrow, esq., of 
the same county, and was in July, 1805, 
married to the Earl of Gosford. 

— At Great Malvern, aged 70, Com- 
mander William Cullis, R.N., an officer 
of the most distinguished bravery ; he 
was supposed to have received more 
wounds in engagements than any man 
in the Navy, and had been twice re- 
ported mortally wounded. 

— At Gibraltar, Major Basil Robin- 
son Heron, of the Royal Artillery. 
Major Heron served at Scylla, in Cala- 
bria, and in the expedition from Sicily 
m 1 807. He was present at the capture 
of Martinique ; at the sieges of Pigeon 
Island and Fort Bourbon in 1810 ; 
served m the Peninsula from May 1812, 
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to Aug. 1814, Including the affair at 
Osme ; battle of Vittoria, where he was 
wounded ; both sieges of San Sebastian ; 
passage of the Bidassoa, Nivelle, and 
Neve, &c. See. 

— At New York, aged 78, Dr. Wil- 
liam James M‘Nevin, the Irish rebel, 
and companion of Emmett. 

JULY. 

1. At St. Mary Castlegate, York, Sir 
Thomas Edlyne Tomlins, knt., barrister- 
at-law, and one of the benchers of the 
Inner Temple. Sir Thomas was born in 
London, 4th January 1762, the eldest 
son of Mr. Thomas Tomlins, of Painter- 
Stainers Hall, an eminent solicitor ; he 
was educated at St. Paul’s school, under 
the Rev. Dr. Roberts; entered as a 
Commoner of Queen’s College, Oxford, 
27th Oct. 1778 ; called to the bar by 
the Benchers of the Inner Temple, Hi- 
lary Term, 1783. His legal employ- 
ments were as follows: — Counsel to the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, 30th May, 
1801 ; and in the same year Parlia- 
mentary Counsel to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer for Ireland, until the 
Union of the British and Irish Trea- 
suries in 1816. In 1818 he was ap- 
pointed Assistant Counsel to the Trea- 
sury, in lieu of the last office, from 
which situation lie retired, on the Whigs 
coming into office, January 1831. Sir 
Thomas received the honour of knight- 
hood, 29th June, 1814, at Wanstead 
House, upon the recommendation of the 
Duke of Wellington, and was created a 
Bencher of the Inner Temple, in Hilary 
Terra 1823; and filled the office of 
Treasurer to that Society in 1827. He 
was author and editor of many legal 
publications of value. 

2. At Kernaul, Capt. Henry D’Acre 
Lacy, of her Majesty’s 3rd Buffs. 

3. At Fulham, aged 84, the wife of 
John Bawden, esq., late of Chard, So- 
merset, solicitor. The deceased was the 
daughter of the brave General Monck- 
ton, who was first in command under 
General Wolfe. 

— At her residence at Hammer- 
smith, aged 63, Mrs. Mountain, the 
once favourite public singer. She was 
a native of London, and her maiden 
name was Wilkinson, under which she 
first appeared in 1782 (when fourteen 
years of age) in a piece called (t Mount 
Parnassus,” the principal characters of 
which were represented by children. 


About three years after this she was an* 
gaged by the celebrated Tate Wilkin- 
son, at 18s. a week, and she opened at 
Hull, as Patty, in the “ Maid of the 
Mill,” and made a pretty decided bit; 
but Mrs. Jordan was at that period the 
star of the company, and our heroine 
had few opportunities for displaying her 
talent. Rosetta, however, brought her 
somewhat into notice, and in 1784, 
when an engagement at Drury lane 
took Mrs. Jordan from the North, the 
unanimous call of the York audience 
placed Miss Wilkinson on the vacant 
throne. In 1786, Miss Wilkinson was 
at Liverpool, where she was much 
admired. In the latter end of the 
same year, her father engaged her 
to the proprietors of Drury Lane; but, 
being offered better terms by the mana- 
ger of Covent Garden, she engaged for 
three years upon a rising salary. Miss 
Wilkinson made her appearance in the 
characters of Fidelia in the “ Found- 
ling,” and Leonora in the “ Padlock.’’ 
The celebrity she had obtained in the 
country bad reached London before her 
appearance, and her performance was 
greeted with reiterated plaudits. Be- 
fore the expiration of her first season, 
she married Mr. Mountain, a violinist 
of some celebrity. Mrs. Mountain next 
visited Dublin, and was exceedingly 
well received. In 1790 she played first 
at Covent Garden, and then at the Hay- 
market. In consequence of a serious 
quarrel with Harris, the manager of the 
former theatre, Mrs. Mountain was so 
indignant at the treatment she re- 
ceived that she would not accept ano- 
ther engagement with him, and she 
never again played at that theatre. She 
next sang at Vauxhall Gardens, then at 
the height of their celebrity. After 
ain playing at the Haymarket, Mrs. 
ountAin, wanting something to fill up 
the leisure of the vacation, (for in those 
times the winter theatres actually closed 
for three or four months,) bit upon the 
novel expedient of giving a perform- 
ance by herself, and visited the prin- 
cipal towns in this and the sister king- 
dom with unprecedented success. Mr. 
Panormo (once so justly celebrated as a 
pianist), who was the pupil of Mr. 
Mountain, attended them in some of 
their rambles, and accompanied Mrs. 
Mountain upon the piano. In 1808, 
Mrs. Mountain succeeded to most of the 
characters formerly sustained by Mad. 
S to race. She went with the Drury Lane 
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company to the Lyceum in the following 
year, and was afterwards retained at the 
English Opera. On the 4th of May, 
1814, Mrs. Mountain took a farewell 
benefit at the King's Theatre, in the 
Haymarket, to a splendid house ; on 
which occasion an honour was conferred 
on her by her audience, which was un- 
paralleled in the history of the drama, 
the ladies being attired in court dresses. 
In private life Mrs. Mountain was al- 
ways irreproachable, and an ornament 
to society. 

4. At his seat, Trewithan, Cornwall, 
aged 83, John Hawkins, esq. of Bignor 
Park, Sussex, F.R.S., and a magistrate 
for the counties of Cornwall and Sussex. 

8. Drowned, while bathing at Tor- 
quay, aged 58, the Right Hon. Thomas 
Peregrine Courtenay, brother to the 
Earl of Devon. Mr. Courtenay was 
born on the 31 st May, 1 782, the younger 
son of the Right Rev. Henry Reginald 
Courtenay, Lord Bishop of Exeter, by 
Lady Elizabeth Howard, daughter of 
Thomas second Earl of Effingham. He 
was first returned to Parliament in 1810, 
as one of the members for Totnes, and 
was re-elected to every succeeding Par- 
liament until the dissolution of 1831, 
when he retired. In 1812 he was ap- 
pointed Secretary to the Commissioners 
for the affairs of India, and he filled 
that office to 1828, when he was pro- 
moted to the chair of Vice-President of 
the Board of Trade, and was sworn a 
Privy Councillor on the 30th May. He 
retired from office in 1830, since which 
time he had enjoyed a pension of 1 000/. 
a year. Mr. Courtenay was the author 
of several political and statistical works. 
After his brother’s accession to the 
Earldom of Devon, Mr. Courtenay was 
raised to the rank of an Earl’s younger 
»n, in Nov. 1835. He married, April 5, 
1805, Anne, daughter of the late Mayow 
Wynell Mayow, esq. of Sydenham, 
Kent. 

16. In Arlington-street, aged 76, the 
Right Hon. Charles Duncombe, Baron 
Fevenham, of Duncombe Park, co. 
York. He was bom December 5, 1764, 
, the eldest son of Charles Slingsby Dun- 
combe, of Duncombe Park, esq., by 
Isabel, daughter of — Soleby, of Hel ms- 
ley, co. York, esq. He was first re- 
turned to Parliament for Aid borough, 
at the general election of 1796 ; was re- 
choaen In 1802 and 1806. In 1812 he 
waa elected for Heytesbury; and in 
1920 for Newport, in the Isle of Wight. 


By patent, dated the 14th July, 1826, 
he was called to the House of Peers, by 
the title of Lord Feversham, which had 
been previously borne by the family of 
Duncombe, in the person of Anthony, 
created Lord Feversham, of Downton, 
co. Wilts, in 1747, but who died without 
surviving male issue in 1763. His Lord- 
ship married Sept. 24, 1795, Lady Char- 
lotte Legge, only daughter of William 
second earl of Dartmouth, who survives 
him. 

— At St. Leonard’s, aged 83, Sir 
Thomas Strange, knt.. Chief Justice of 
Nova Scotia from 1791 to 1796, and was 
Recorder, and afterwards Chief Justice, 
of Madras for eighteen years. 

17. The Dowager Lady Chetwynd, 
relict of Sir George Chetwynd, the first 
baronet, of Grendon Hall, co. Warwick, 
and Brocton Hall, co. Stafford. 

18. At Talacre, the family seat in 
Flintshire, in his 56th year, Sir Edward 
Mostyn, bart. 

21. On board the Reindeer steamer, in 
his passage from Liverpool to Belfast, 
aged 47, the Right Hon. Price Black- 
wood, third Baron Dufferin and Clane- 
boye, of Ballyleidy and Killyleagh, co. 
Down (1800), and the fifth Baronet 
(1763); a Post Captain R. N. His 
Lordship was born at Dublin, on the 
6th May 1794, the third son of Hana 
the second baron, by his first wife, Me- 
hetabel Hester, second daughter and 
co-heiress of Robert Temple, esq. He 
first went to sea. May 1808, in the ITor- 
spite 74, commanded by his uncle, Cap- 
tain (now Sir Henry) Blackwood, under 
whom he continued to serve on the Me- 
diterranean and Channel stations until 
about June 1813; when, having passed 
his examination for Lieutenant, he 
joined the Goliah 58, Capt. F. L. Mait- 
land, fitting out for the North Ameri- 
can station, where he was promoted into 
the Mohawk sloop, Capt. Henry Litch- 
field, March 10, 1814. His Lordship 
was actively employed during many 
years. His Admiralty commissions, as 
Commander and Post Captain, bear date 
June 4th, 1821, and April 2, 1823. He 
succeeded to the peerage on the death 
of his father, Nov. 15, 1839. He com- 
plained of indisposition on the vessel 
leaving Liverpotd, and directed the 
steward of the steamer to bring him a 
dose of morphine, which he swallowed 
on going to bed. During the night he 
breathed heavily in his sleep ; and at 
seven o’clock on Wednesday morning he 
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was observed still asleep. At nine a.m. 
he was found dead in his sleeping berth. 
An inquest was held on the body ; when 
it appeared, from an analysis of the con- 
tents of the stomach, that the noble 
lord came by his death from taking an 
over- dose of morphine. His Lordship 
married, duly 4, 1825, Helen Selina, 
second daughter of Thomas Sheridan, 
esq., and sister to Lady Seymour and 
the Hon. Mrs. Norton. 

24. At Torrie House, Fifeshire, aged 
31, Lady Emma Wcmyss. The de- 
ceased was the youngest daughter of the 
late Earl of Erroll, by his second mar- 
riage with Alicia, tnird daughter of 
Samuel Elliot, esq., and married on the 
8th of August 1826, Captain James 
Erskinc Wemyss, K.N., M.P. for Fife- 
shire. 

28. At Acton Burnell, aged 25, Ed- 
ward J. Smythe, esq., eldest son of Sir 
E. J. Smythe, bart. He was riding with 
his father round the park, when he sud- 
denly fell back and expired, it is sup- 
posed from a disease of the heart. 

30. At Ryde, aged 84, Sir Theopbi- 
his Biddulph, bart., of Birbury Hall, 
Warwickshire. 

31 . At Dingle, in the co. Kerry, aged 
63, the Hon. Edward De Moleyns. This 
gallant veteran was the son of the late 
Right Hon. Thomas Lord Ventry, and 
a Deputy Lieutenant of the county. He 
served in the 28th Regiment throughout 
the whole of the Peninsular war, and 
was wounded severely at Barossa, and 
was honoured with the field officer's 
medal for Orthes, where he commanded 
a brigade of the light infantry com- 
panies. 

Lately. At Bath, aged 62, Thomas 
Henry Hele Phipps, esq. of Leighton 
House, Westbury, Wilts. This excel- 
lent magistrate had been for upwards of 
twenty- five years the chairman of the 
quarter sessions at Warminster, and 
served the office of high sheriffin 1817. 
He fell down on his way home to dine, 
in an apoplectic fit, which instantly ter- 
minated his long and useful public ser- 
vices. 

— At Southsea, aged 64, Commander 
William Swiney, R.N. He served under 
Howe, St. Vincent, Nelson, Keith, &c., 
was junior Lieutenant of the Leander at 
the battle of the Nile, and also in the 
action which she fought with the Gene- 
reaux ; and was actively engaged in the 
landing in Egypt. 


AUGUST. 

1. At Dominica, James Laidlaw, esq. 
Secretary, Registrar, and Clerk of the 
Council, and Clerk of the Enrolments 
in that island. 

12. At Leamington, in his 7 1st year. 
Thomas Sharp, esq. the well-known 
Coventry antiquary. 

13. At St. George's Hospital, aged 
73, Joseph, nephew of Oliver Gold- 
smith. 

— At Hamburgh, aged 73, the cele- 
brated violoncellist, Bernard Rom- 
berg. 

— At Leamington, Vice-Admiral 
Sir Patrick Campbell, K.C.B. The 
deceased was a most active and aealous 
officer. In July 1800, when in com- 
mand of the Dart sloop of war, and 
serving under Captain Henry Tnman, 
of the Andromeda , in an attempt to 
destroy a French squadron lying in 
Dunkirk harbour, he carried and 
brought out La Desiree, mounting 40 
guns, long 24'pounderB, on the main- 
deck, and a complement of 350 men, 
some of whom were on shore. The Dart 
lost only one man killed, and her first 
Lieutenant and ten men wounded. Three 
days after this capture, the deceased 
was advanced to post rank in the Ariadne, 
of 20 guns. His next appointment 
was to the Dorie frigate, which was 
wrecked in Quiberon Bay on the 12th 
of January, 1805. In 1807, he com- 
manded J+ Unite, a fine frigate, sta- 
tioned off Corfu. In 1808, he captured 
a French xebec of 6 guns, and three 
Italian brigs of war, each of 16 brass 
32 pr.-carronades, and measuring about 
400 tons. From V Unite Captain Camp- 
bell removed into the Leviathan of 74 
guns in the Mediterranean. On the 
29th of April, 1812, the boats of that 
ship attacked a French privateer of 
J4 guns and 80 men, and several 
merchant vessels, at Agay ; four of the 
latter were brought out, and the priva- 
teer carried. Eleven days after, a de- 
tachment of seamen and marines of the 
Leviathan assisted at the capture of 
sixteen merchant vessels with cargoes,, 
under the batteries of Languilla. Juoe 
the 27th following, the batteries at that 
place were stormed, the guns spiked, 
their carriages rendered useless, and 
eighteen sail of vessels destroyed by the 
Leviathan , and three other vessels tin- 
der Captain Campbell's orders. Cap- 
tain Campbell was nominated a C.B, in 
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June, 1815. In July 1830, he was pro- 
moted to the rank of Rear-Admiral, 
and in May, 1834, he was appointed 
Commander-in-Chief at the Cape of 
Good Hope, and in 1838, he was ad- 
vanced to the rank of Vice-Admiral. 

14. At Salt Hill, Kingstown, in her 
86th year, the Dowager Countess of 
Garrick, grandmother of the present 
Earl of Carrick. 

— Thomas Andrew James, esq., 
BarrUter-at-Law, the only son of Tho- 
mas James, esq,, a Bencher of Gray’s 
Inn, and nephew of the late Dr. James, 
Bishop of Calcutta. 

15. At Egham, aged 37, Elizabeth, 
wife of Mr. John Gould. She had ac- 
companied her husband in his recent 
expedition to the interior of Australia, 
and since their return had been prepar- 
iog drawings of the various extraordinary 
zoological productions discovered by Mr. 
Gould. All the drawings for his scien- 
tific works, published during the last 
twelve years, were from his wife’s 
pencil. 

17. At his seat, Wavendon House, 
Bucks, after a long illness, from the 
effects of gout, in his 80th year, Sir 
Henry Hugh Hoare, bart., of Stourhead, 
co. Wilts, and St. James’s Square ; and 
the senior partner of the eminent Bank- 
ing-house, No. 37, Fleet-street. He 
was the eldest son of Sir Richard Hoare, 
the first Baronet, of Barn- El ms, co. 
Surrey. In 1838, on the death of his 
half-brother, the late Sir Richard Colt 
Hoare, Sir Hugh succeeded to the 
Baronetcy, and to the whole of his 
landed as well as personal property, 
which was, by the will of Sir Richard 
Hoare, strictly entailed upon the piale 
descendants of the family. 

18. At his residence, near Newbury, 
Jonathan Peel, esq., of Culham, first 
cousin to Sir R. Peel, hart. 

19. At Lawson’s Hotel, Rue St. Ho- 
nors, Paris, the Very Reverend James 
Edward Jackson, M.A. Dean and Rector 
of Armagh. 

20. At Hootton Hall, Cheshire, Sir 
Thomas Stanley Massey Stanley, the 
ninth Baronet of that place. He suc- 
ceeded to the title in 1803, on the 
death of his eldest brother, Sir William, 
then in his mioority. Sir Thomas 
married, in 1805, Mary, only daughter 
of Sir Carnaby Haggerston, bart., and 
sister to the present Sir Thomas Hag- 
gerstoo. By that lady he had issue 
tour soot and one daughter. 


>. — Auo. 

— At Biddenden, in Kent, in his 
80th year, the Rev. Edward Nares, 
D.D., Regius Professor of Modern 
History and Modern Languages, in the 
University of Oxford. He was the 
third son of Sir George Nares, knt., one 
of the Judges of the Court of Common 
Pleas, and for some time M.P. for the 
City of Oxford. He was educated at 
Westminster School, where he con- 
tinued till 1779, and then removed to 
Christ Church, Oxford. After taking 
his Bachelor’s degree, he was elected a 
Fellow of Merton College, in 1788. 
In 1792, he entered into holy orders, 
and was soon afterwards presented to 
the cure of St. Peter’s in the East, by 
the College of which he was a member. 
He vacated his Fellowship in 1797, on 
his marriage with Lady Charlotte 
Churchill, third daughter of George 
fourth Duke of Marlborough. In 1798, 
he was presented by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to the Rectory of Bidden- 
den, where for the most part he con- 
tinued to reside till his decease. On 
the death of Lady Charlotte Nares, 
January 15, 1802, he married secondly, 
Cordelia, second daughter of Thomas 
Adams, esq., of Osbornes, near Cran- 
brook. In 1805, he was appointed 
Bampton Lecturer. In 1814, the Prince 
Regent appointed him to succeed Dr. 
Beeke, iu the Professorship of Modern 
History; on which occasion he accu- 
mulated the degrees of B. and D.D. 
Dr. Nares was the author of many 
excellent theological works. 

21. At the Royal Naval Hospital, 
Plymouth, aged 45, Captain Hugh 
Nurse, R.N. While in his command of 
a tender of H.M.S. Tyne, in the West 
Indies, in the year 1820, he highly dis- 
tinguished himself in a desperate and 
successful conflict against a very su- 
perior piratical force, in which action 
he was severely wounded. 

23. Aged 66, Edward Scriven, esq., 
of Clarendon-square, historical engra- 
ver. 

24. At his house near Fulham-bridge, 
after a severe indisposition of several 
weeks, in his 53d year, Theodore Ed- 
ward Hook, esq. F.S.A. He was born 
in Charlotte-street, Bed ford -square, 
September 22, 1788, and from his earli- 
est youth was destined to be a cultivator 
of the polite letters of his age and 
country. He was the son of James 
Hook, the popular composer, whose 
pleasing strains delighted the preceding 
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generation (when Vauxhall Gardens 
were a fashionable resort), by his wife, 
formerly Miss Madden, a lady of singu- 
lar accomplishments. His indications 
of genius were early and remarkable. 
At the premature age of seventeen he 
produced his first drama, “ The Sol- 
dier’s Return/' a comic opera, which 
was acted in 1805, and for which he 
received 50/. This was his first re- 
ward, and with the prospect of an ex- 
haustless treasure before him — the gold 
to be coined from his own mind — he 
rushed with the ardour of that juvenile 
period of life into the pleasures to which 
society in London courted the debutant 
who had so early distinguished himself 
in the great arena of dramatic com- 
petition. Elegant in manners — pos- 
sessed of a great knowledge of music, 
both vocal and instrumental — gifted 
with a wit, which, we believe, was never 
surpassed, — it was no wonder that he 
was petted by the men, who nished to 
render their dinner-tables convivial, 
and by the ladies, who wished to render 
their drawing-rooms attractive. Hand- 
some, witty, and happy, Hook entered 
upon his gay career with every ad- 
vantage. The associations of the stage, 
with all their attractions, were open to 
him, on his father’s account and his 
own ; and he speedily formed intimacies 
with many of the pleasantest of pleasant 
men and women who at that time were 
the soul of society in London. Their 
tricks, their jokes, and masqueradings, 
for the next few years, replete, as they 
were, with frolic and drollery, would 
fill a volume of whim, such, indeed, as 
he has sometimes introduced into his 
later novels. But, though playing in 
the bright stream of enjoyment, he did 
not allow luxury or idleness to interfere 
with graver pursuits. He continued to 
write with prolific industry, and with 
increasing popularity. In 1806 he pro- 
duced “ Catch him who can,” a farce ; 
“ The Invisible Girl,” a drama, or 
monologue, written to exhibit the pe- 
culiar talent of his friend, Jack Ban- 
nister; and "Tckeli,” a melo-drame, 
which was excellently acted, and caused 
a great sensation in the dramatic world. 
“ The Fortress/’ another melo-drame, 
followed in 1807; “Music Mad/’ a 
dramatic sketch, and "The Siege of 
St. Quintin,” in 1808; “Killing no 
Murder,” and “ Safe and Sound,” in 
1809; “Ass-ass-! nation,” and “The 
Will and the Widow,” in 1810; “Trial 


by Jury/’ a farce, and “ Darkness 
Visible/’ a farce, in 181 1. Of these, 
“ Killing no Murder” created the most 
sensation, the licence being denied to 
it by Mr. Larpent, the deputy licenser, 
in consequence of his alleging that it 
turned a Methodist parson into ridicule. 
Hook defended his production, and 
flagellated the licenser in a clever 
preface, which created much amuse- 
ment/ and ultimately obtained the vic- 
tory for wit and satire over dullness 
and dogmatism. In representation, 
however, the character was of necessity 
transmogrified into that of a dancing- 
master (Apollo Belvij, so inimitably 
given by bis friend Liston. Several of 
his early literary efforts appeared in 
the “ Satirist Magazine ,” published 
soon after the ejection of the Whigs 
from office in 1807. In 1809 he pub- 
lished a novel in three volumes, called 
“ The Man of Sorrow, by Alfred Allen- 
dale, esq.,” which was severely handled 
by the critics, who little foresaw the 
future reputation of the youthful writer. 
In 1813 Mr. Hook was appointed to 
the offices of Accountant-general and 
Treasurer of the Mauritius, whither he 
proceeded with every prospect of for- 
tune before him. He held these offices 
from the 9th of October, 1813, to the 
28th of February, 1818. In 1814 he 
was made superintendent of the Govern- 
ment press, which duty he performed 
to April 15th, when a regular Editor 
was appointed. In April, 1818, he was 
sent home a prisoner ; and in October 
the same year he was released, the law- 
officers declaring there were no legal 
grounds to detain him. This disgrace 
originated in a defalcation in his ac- 
counts to the amount of 12,000/., which, 
however, does not appear to have been 
caused by any peculation of Mr. Hook 
himself, but of one of his clerks, owing 
chiefly to Mr. Hook’s culpable negli- 
gence. Conscious of integrity, though 
legally answerable for his trust, Mr. 
Hook made the best of bis position. 
His friends rallied round him in his 
adversity, and perhaps no palace ever 
rung with louder bursts of laughter — 
as the jest, and pun, and witticism fol- 
lowed in quick succession, among the 
merry souls who came to solace him, — 
than did the abode in which he was 
temporarily confined. On August 23, 
1819, he produced at the Haymarket 
Theatre, a comedy in three acts, called 
“ Pigeons and Crows/' The soeoe 
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at Margate, and the title referred to the 
deception practised on a City Alderman 
residing there. And on the 12th of 
August, 1820, at the same theatre, he 
produced another comedy in three acts, 
called “ Exchange no Robbery, or the 
Diamond Ring.” This piece was then 
attributed to Mr. Richard Jones, but 
was written by Mr. Hook, and was com* 

n successful. In the same year 
lished a witty trifle, in ridicule 
of Alderman Wood and Queen Caro* 
line, under the title of “ Tentamen ; or 
an Essay towards the History of Whit- 
tington, sometime Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, [and his Cat]. By Vicesimus 
Blenkinsop, LL.D., F.R.S., A.SS., ” 
&c. In 1821, the Haymarket Theatre 
opened with another drama from his 
pen, entitled “ Peter and Paul,” but 
it was only acted three nights, and 
failed to be productive to the house or 
the author. Ever a staunch Tory in 
principle, the establishment of the John 
Bull newspaper in December, 1820, 
formed an important event in his life. 
He was selected to be its editor ; and, 
besides holding a share in the property, 
he was allowed, as we have heard, a 
handsome weekly salary for this duty. 
It is not for us to enter into a dis- 
cussion, either upon the politics or 
personalities which marked the opening 
of this party-battery : but we may truly 
say, that the Sclat given to its early 
numbers by his lavish talent raised the 
publication at once into a high degree 
of popularity and profit. Since his 
retain to this country, Mr. Hook’s 
writings cover a space of more than 
twenty years, charming the public in 
many a way, whilst their gifted author 
was enjoying all the best society in the 
metropolis, all its gaieties and humours, 
himself the most gay and humourous 
of its merry sons. His company was 
wught by the luxurious and by the 
intelligent; by the mirthful and the 
wise; by the fair and by the learned. 
Wherever he came he was a welcome 
guest, and his arrival was the signal for 
hilarity and festivity. The dining- 
room and the drawing-room were alike 
his theatres : the former was enlivened 
by the jest and song — the latter by 
music and improvisation, of which he 
was master beyond any man that per- 
haps England ever beheld. It was a 
fortunate moment in which Mr. Hook 
first turned his attention to prose fiction, 
for which his jovial habits And quick 


apprehension of peculiarities of charac- 
ter eminently qualified him. He was 
the author of upwards of a dozen tales 
or more, all of which evince great know- 
ledge of town life, great powers of cari- 
cature, great ease and spirit of style, 
and it must he added too, with occa- 
sional negligence, both in the dispo- 
sition of incident, and the construction 
of plot. The earliest of his novels, 
“ Sayings and Doings, the first Series,” 
was sold to Mr. Colburn before a line 
of it was written, and appeared in 1824 ; 
and here simple justice requires that 
the liberality of that publisher should 
be mentioned. Mr. CoJbum was bound 
to pay 600/. for the three volumes, and 
no more. The success of the book was 
great ; but to the honour of Mr. Col- 
burn we now state, what has never 
appeared, that he presented the author, 
at subsequent periods, two sums, 150/. 
and 200/. in addition to the 600/. he 
had hound himself to pay — thus making 
950/. Poor Hook was no exception to 
the class of men of genius and wit ; the 
carelessness of his disposition, hit non- 
attention to matters of money, as it had 
involved him in difficulty at the Mauri- 
tius, unhappily prevailed with him 
while life lasted, and it was found that 
he had left his six children even utterly 
destitute. A second and a third series of 
“ Sayings and Doings,” soon followed 
the first, for each of which Mr. Colburn 
gave him 1000 guineas. The following 
is, we believe, a correct list of Mr. 
Hook’s works, and the dates of their 
publication: — “Sayings and Doings,” 
1st Series, 21st Feb. 1824 ; 2nd Series, 
26th Jan. 1825 ; 3rd Series, 29th Jan. 
1828; “ Maxwell,” Nov. 15, 1830; 
M Life of Kelly,” (edited by Mr. Hook), 
1826 ; “ Life of Sir David Baird,” Nov. 
6, 1832 ; “Parson’s Daughter,’’ May 
2, 1833 ; “ Jack Brag,” March 15, 
1837 ; “Births, Deaths, and Marriages,” 
March 18, 1849; “Love and Pride,'’ 
Nov. 24, 1833 ; “ Gilbert Gurney,” 
Nov. 30, 1835 ; “ Gurney Married,” 
1839; “ Peregrine Bunce,” 1842, (Post- 
humous.) 

— At Lymington, aged 35, George 
Walter Adams Nares, esq., youngest 
son of the late Rev. Dr. Nares, of Bid- 
denden, Kent, and grandson of the 
Duke of Marlborough. 

26. At Grenofen, near Tavistock, 
aged 47, the Rev* Jonathan Philips 
Carpenter, formerly incumbent of South 
Sydenham, Devon, HU death afforde 
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an awful lecaon of the uncertainty of 
human life. He had breakfasted, read 
the customary morning prayer, and had 
been playing with his children. It 
was his custom after this to read the 
newspaper, and while reading, to put 
one hand into his pocket ; when Mrs. 
Carpenter left the room, in which they 
were sitting, he was in that posture. 
On her return (hardly a quarter of an 
hour had elapsed) she found him lying 
on his back on the floor, his feet on the 
chair, quite dead ! — his hand in the 
position stated, which would show that 
nis death was instantaneous, and without 
a struggle. 

— In Arlington -street, aged 42, 
Lieutenant-Colonel the Hon. George 
Berkeley Molyneux, Lieut.-Colonel of 
the 8tb Dragoons ; next brother to the 
Earl of Sefton. He was born on the 
26th of June, 1799, the second son of 
William Philip second Earl of Sefton, 
by the Hon. Maria MargarettA Craven, 
seoond daughter of William sixth Lord 
Craven. He entered the army as 
Cornet the 3rd of May, 1815; was pro- 
moted to the rank of Lieutenant, 12th 
of September, 1816; to a troop, 11th 
of April, 1822 ; to be Major, 28th of 
September, 1826; and Lieut.-Colonel, 
31st of December, 1827, 

— At his house, 71, South Audley- 
street, of inflammation in his bowels. 
General Isaac Gascoyne, for twenty-live 
years Colonel of the 54th Foot. He 
was one of the three sons of Bamber 
Gascoyne, esq., M.P. for Truro, and one 
of the Lords of the Admiralty, &c., who 
resided for many years at Barking, 
Essex. He was appointed an Ensign 
in the 20th Foot, 8th of February, 1779, 
and passing through the various pro- 
fessional grades, in 1819, received the 
rank of General. He served with the 
Guards in the campaigns in Flanders, 
and was present in the most material 
actions. He was severely wounded in 
the affair at Lincelles, and again in 
1794, whilst commanding the covering 
party in the retreat of Sir Ralph Aber- 
croraby’s array from Mouvaix to Rou- 
baix. The General was returned to 
Parliament for the city of Liverpool in 
1796, and represented that city until 
the passing of the Reform Bill. He 
moved the celebrated amendment which 
threw out the second Reform Bill by 
a majority of 1. 

28. At St. John’s Wood, aged 52, 
Colonel George Edmond Hamilton-Gor- 


don, Captain half-pay 71st Regiment, 
formerly Aide-de-camp to the Duke of 
Orleans, and Equerry to the Duke of 
Gloucester. He was appointed Lieut. 
100th Foot, 1794, Captain 1795, Cap- 
tain 18th Foot, 1806, Brevet-Major, 
1808, Lieut.-Colonel, 1814, and Colonel, 
1837. 

— At Mortimer Lodge, near Read- 
ing, aged 70, Edward Fellowes, esq., 
Vice-Admiral of the Red. Admiral 
Fellowes was a son of the late William 
Fellowes, of Ramsey Abbey, esq., M.P. 
for Andover, and brother to William 
Henry Fellowes, esq., M.P. for co. 
Huntingdon. He was made a Lieu- 
tenant in 1793, and served in the 
Phaeton in Lord Howe’s action in June 
1794. In 1795 he was promoted to be 
Commander in the Albicore sloop, and he 
obtained post rank in the TourtereUe , 
of 26 guns, December the 7th, in the 
same year. He was present at the re- 
duction of St. Lucia, and soon after 
that event removed into the Alarm 
frigate. On the 23rd of November, 1796, 
he captured the Spanish corvette, El 
Galgo , of 18 guns, off Granada, which 
had on board specie to the amount of 
80,355 dollars. In February, 1797, the 
Alarm formed part of the squadron 
under the orders of Rear-Admiral Har- 
vey at the conquest of Trinidad ; and 
was subsequently employed on the Ja- 
maica station. His next appointment 
was to the Acasta , a frigate of the 
largest class, in which he captured 
several enemy’s privateers and mer- 
chant vessels. In 1805 he was ap- 
pointed to the Apollo frigate ; and in 
1806 was employed under the orders of 
Sir W. Sidney Smith, in co-operation 
with the British army under Major- 
General Stuart, on the shores of Ca- 
labria. During the second expedition 
to Egypt, Captain Fellowes commanded 
the gun boats in the Nile at both the 
unsuccessful attacks on Rosetta. He 
subsequently commanded the Conqueror, 
of 74 guns, on the Mediterranean sta- 
tion, from whence he returned to Eng- 
land in 1812, since which time his 
health did not allow him to be in active 
service. He was advanced to the rank 
of Rear-Admiral, June 4th, 1814, and 
to that of Vice-Admiral in 1830. He 
married the eldest daughter of the 
late R. Benyon, esq., M.P. for Peter- 
borough. 

Lately, At Reading, aged 86, Elisa- 
beth, ml fe of Chevalier Jcaa Baptiste 
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i U Noir, last surviving daughter of the 
{ poet Christopher Smart* 

t, — At Ruyton, Shropshire, aged 

• 52, Sir Henry Edw&rdes, the ninth 

Baronet (1644-5). 

— In Jamaica, aged 40, Lieut.-Col. 
the Hon. Augustus Frederick Ellis, 
commanding the second Battalion 60th 
Royal Rifles, second son of Lord Sea- 
ford, and brother to Lord Howard de 
Walden. His death was accelerated hy 
his indefatigable attention and anxiety 
to arrest the mortality which had al- 
ready destroyed many of his regiment. 

— At St. Thomas’s, Lieut. -Colonel 
John Clavell Sladdon Slyfield, K.H., of 
the 60th Regiment. He entered the 
service on the 5th of October, 1812, 
and served in the Peninsular war. 


SEPTEMBER. 

2 . Within sixteen days of the death 
Of her elder brother. Sir Hugh Hoare, 
hart, at the Manor-house, Beckenham, 
co. of Kent, in her 78 th year, the Hon. 
Mis. Fortescue. 

— At Corynton Park, aged 79, Wil- 
liam Tucker, esq., for many years an 
active magistrate for Devon and Dorset. 

9. In Portroan-square, James Blair, 
esq^ of Penninghamc, co. Wigtown, 
late M.P. for that county. In the Par- 
liament of 1820, Mr. Blair sat for the 
borough of Aldborough in Suffolk ; and 
in that of 1826, for Minehead. At the 
general election of 1835, be was a can- 
didate for the county of Wigtown, in 
opposition to the former member, Sir 
Andrew Agnew, bare, but lost his 
election. In 1837 Sir Andrew Agnew 
retired, and Mr. Blair was success- 
ful. 

— At Geneva, aged 64, Augustus 
Pyramut De Candolle, one of the most 
distinguished botanists of the present 
•ge ; he was born at Geneva on the 4th 
of February, 1778, which year, by a 
remarkable coincidence, is also me- 
morable by the death of Linnaeus, the 
lather of modem botany. Possessing a 
remarkable facility of writing verses 
both in French and Latin, and having 
at the same time a keen relish for the 
study of history, young De Candolle at 
first resolved to make literature his 
profession 4 aspiring, as the summit of 
•nis ambition, to the fame of being a 
^reat historian. But this dream of bis 


youth was eflaced by a new taste, im- 
bibed during a residence in the country, 
where he amused himself with examin- 
ing the plants of the neighbourhood, 
and with writing their descriptions, 
before be had even opened a single book 
on botany. The few pages he there 
read of the volume of Nature were suffi- 
cient to captivate his affections for the 
pursuit which henceforth became the 
dominant passion of his life. The bo- 
tanical lectures of Professor Vaucher, 
which he attended in 1794, confirmed 
him in the resolution he had formed, of 
devoting himself to the cultivation of 
Botany as his primary object, to which 
all other sciences, as well as branches of 
literature, were hereafter to be deemed 
subordinate, and to be followed merely 
as recreations from severer study. A 
visit to Paris, which he made in 1795, 
gave him the opportunity of attend- 
ing the lectures of Cuvier, Fonrcroy, 
Vauquelin and other distinguished pro- 
fessors of that period, and of forming 
friendships with Desfontaines and La- 
marck. The establishment of the So- 
ciety of Physics and Natural History at 
Geneva, which took place, after bis 
return, under the auspices of the cele- 
brated De Saussure, gave a fresh and 
powerful impulse to his exertions ; as 
was evinced by the numerous memoirs 
which he presented to that society. 
The state of Geneva being soon after 
this period, absorbed into the French 
empire, De Candolle was induced to 
quit that city and attend the medical 
lectures in Paris; a course of study, 
which, tending to enlarge his views of 
the physiology of organised beings, con- 
tributed greatly to the success with 
which he afterwards cultivated the phi- 
losophy of botany. In 1804 he gave 
lectures on vegetable physiology at the 
College de France, and published an 
outline of his course in 1805, in the 
Prmcipet de Botanique prefixed to the 
Flore Franqaise* In 1806 he was com- 
missioned by the French Government 
to collect information on botany and 
the state of agriculture through the 
whole of the French empire, the limits 
of which, at that time, extended beyond 
Hamburgh to the north, and beyond 
Rome to the south. Every year, during 
the following six years, he took a long 
journey in the fulfilment of the task 
assigned him, and drew up a report of 
his observations for the minister. In 
these annual reports, however, fee did 
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not confine himself to the special objects 
of his commission, but made known his 
views with regard to the internal admi- 
nistrations of the countries he visited, 
suggesting at the same time measures 
for their amelioration and for the cor- 
rection of existing abuses. He had 
projected a great work on the agricul- 
cultural state of the empire, aud had 
even executed considerable portions of 
it, comprehending the French Flora 
arranged according to modern views of 
classification, when the political events 
of 1814 put an entire stop to the work. 
In 1807 he was appointed .Professor of 
Medicine at Montpelier ; and in 1810, a 
chair of Botany was instituted in the 
same academy, which he was invited to 
occupy. Under his superintendence, 
the botanical garden of that city was 
more than doubled in extent, and the 
study of botany assumed a degree of 
importance it bad never before pos- 
sessed. De Candolle quitted Montpe- 
lier in 1816, very much to the regret of 
the students, and of his colleagues, who 
employed every means in their power 
to induce him to remain among them : 
but his country had been restored to 
liberty, and he was firm in his deter- 
mination to fix himself in bis native 
city, and devote to its services the re- 
mainder of his days. Soon after his 
return to Geneva he was appointed to 
the chair of Natural History, an office 
which had been created expressly tbat 
he might occupy it. Among the first of 
the public benefits which he conferred 
upon his countrymen was the establish- 
ment of a botanic garden. The govern- 
ment of Geneva willingly lent their aid 
in forming so laudable an institution, 
in which he was also assisted by a great 
number of voluntary subscribers. Here, 
under his auspices,! the study of botany 
attained the highest degree of , popu- 
larity. The activity and powers of De 
Candolle’s mind were displayed in a 
multitude of objects of public utility, the 
furtherance of which ever called forth 
in him the most lively interest; — whe- 
ther it was the improvement of agricul- 
ture, the cultivation of the fine arts, 
the advancement of public instruction, 
the diffusion of education or the ame- 
lioration of the legislative code. Feel- 
ing deeply of what vast importance to 
the welfare of mankind it is that sound 
rinriples of political economy should 
e extensively promulgated and well 
understood by all ranks of men, De 


Candolle never failed to developeand 
enforce those principles in his lectures 
and popular discourses, as well as in his 
official agricultural reports. As a 
lecturer, he possessed in an eminent 
degree the power of imparting to his 
auditors the enthusiasm which glowed 
within his own breast for the pursuits 
of natural history. Complete master of 
the subject of his discourse, his ample 
stores of knowledge never failed to sup- 
ply him with illustrations; and even in 
his extempore effusions, all his ideas 
were developed in the clearest order, 
and explained with singular perspicuity. 
His chief delight was to affoid assistance 
of every kind to such students as needed 
it, and in whom he perceived a desire of 
improvement. His greataim was to in- 
spire and diffuse a taste for the study 
of botauy by rendering it popular among 
all ranks. His library, which contained 
the richest collection of works on that 
subject, and the volumes of his hartus 
siccus, were always open to those who 
wished to consult them. Often has he 
been known to discontinue researches 
which he had commenced, on finding 
tbat a similar design was entertained by 
another person; and he hastened, on 
these occasions, to communicate to this 
inquirer his own views on the subject, 
to place in his bands the materials he 
had collected, and to put him in pos- 
session of the fruits of his own expe- 
rience. HU sole object was the advance 
of knowledge ; and whether this was 
effected by himself or by others was to 
him a matter of total indifference. De 
Candolle had been visibly declining in 
health for some years before bis end. 
The sudden death of Cuvier had im- 
pressed him with the apprehension that 
a similar fate might be impending; and 
tbat he himself might, in like manner, 
be cut off before be had accomplished 
the great works in which he was then 
engaged. He, in consequence, resolved 
to set aside all other occupations, and 
concentrate all bis efforts in completing 
those more important designs. During 
the last year of his life he undertook, 
with the vain hope of improving his 
strength, a long journey, in the course 
of which he attended the scientific 
meeting held at Turin, where, as might 
be expected, he met with the most 
flattering and cordial reception. 

10. At Walmer Beach, aged 47» the 
Most Hon. Maria Marchioness of Bote. 
She wm the eldest daughter and «©• 
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heiress of George Augustus third Earl 
of Guildford, and his only child by bis 
first wife. Lady Maria Frances Mary 
Hobart, third daughter of George 3rd 
£ari of Buckinghamshire. She was 
married in 1818. By her ladyship’s 
death without issue, the barony of North 
(created by writ 1554), which fell into 
abeyaoce on the death of her father in 
1802, has become solely vested in her 
only surviving sister, Susan, married in 
1835 to Capt. John Sidney Doyle. 

— At Melville Castle, the Right 
Hon. Anne Viscountess Melville. She 
was the daughter and co-heir of Rich- 
ard Hack Saunders, M.D., and was 
married to Lord Melville in 1796. 

— At the Earl De Grey’s villa, on 
Putney- heath, after a protracted illness 
of several months, aged 63, the Right 
Hon. James Edward Harris, second 
Earl of Malmesbury. His Lordship 
was the eldest son of James first Earl 
of Malmesbury, K.B. by Harriet Mary, 
ucond daughter of Sir George Amyand, 
hart He was bom on the 19th Aug. 
1778, at St. Petersburgh, where his 
father was then Ambassador. He re- 
ceived his education at Eton and at 
Christchurch, Oxford, where the honor- 
ary degree of M.A. was conferred upon 
him in 1798. At the general election 
of 1802, he was returned to Parliament 
for the borough of Helstone; which 
jeat he vacated in May 1804, on accept- 
ing the office of a Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, which he retained until the 
change of ministry in Feb., 1806. In 
Oct 1804, be was again returned to Par- 
liament, as one of the members for 
Horsham, for which borough he was the 
■ccood time a candidate in 1806. A 
double return was made, and a com- 
mittee of the House declared bis Lord- 
•bip and Lord Palmerston not duly 
elected. At the general election of 

1807, he was chosen for the borough of 
Heytesbury. In 1812 he was not re- 
turned to Parliament, but in 1816 he 
came in again on a vacancy for the 
borough of Wilton, for which he after- 
*wds sat in the two following Parlia-* 
xnent, until his accession to the peerage. 
He was appointed Lieut-Col. of the 
second Wilts Militia, in 1807, and Go- 
vemorof the Isle of Wight about the year 

1808. On the death of his father, Nov. 
21, 1820, be succeeded to the peerage. 
His Lordship was classed as a member 
of the Conservative party ; and he gave 
bis vote with the majority against the 


first Reform Bill, which ousted Lord 
Grey’s ministry, in May, 1832. The 
Earl of Malmesbury married June 17, 
1806, Harriet Susan, daughter of Fran- 
cis Bateman Dashwood, esq. 

— At Appin House, near Glasgow* 
aged 70, Robert Downie, esq., of Appin. 
Mr. Downie, by trade in the East In- 
dies, acquired an ample fortune. Not 
long after his return to his native coun- 
try, he was returned to Parliament in 
1820, for the Stirling district of burghs, 
and was re-chosen at the general election 
of 1826, but notin 1830. Mr.Downie's 
knowledge of Eastern affairs made him 
a very useful member. 

14. AtCuckfield, aged 96, Mrs. De 
Poggi. She was a descendant of the 
ancient family of Lewis, of Yorkshire, 
now merged into that of the Earl of 
Huntingdon. She had known inti- 
mately Sir Joshua Reynolds, Garrick, 
Hannah More, Paoli, & c. 

— At Ros8more Lodge, near York* 
aged 75, James Wharton, esq., a Ge- 
neral in the army, a magistrate for the 
North and East Ridings, and a Com- 
missioner of Taxes. 

16. At his house in M yd die ton-place, 
Pentonville, in his 70th year, Mr. T. 
Dibdin, the dramatic author. His 
father was the celebrated C. Dibdin, 
the naval song writer, and author 
of the w Padlock.” He was introduced 
to the stage in the year 1775, beiug 
then only four years of age, in the 
pageant of Shakspere's “Jubilee,” in 
the character of Cupid, Mrs. Siddons 
personating Venus on the occasion. He 
was apprenticed to an upholsterer, but 
ran away from his indentures and joined 
a small company of actors, under the 
management of Mr. Rickland, at Folke- 
stone, in 1789. After six years spent 
in various theatres, during which time 
he had performed in every departmentof 
the drama, and written more than 1,000 
songs, he returned to London in 1795 
and after writing a number of dramas 
for the different minor theatres, all of 
which had met with success, he was 
engaged at Covent Garden, in the sea- 
son of 1799, when his first production 
was acted, a piece founded on passing 
events and called “The Mouth of the 
Nile.” For fourteen years he continued 
a member of that theatre ; and amongst 
his numerous comedies, operas, farces, 
&c«, were, “ The Cabinet,” “ The Eng- 
lish Fleet,” “ Birthday,” •« Mother 
Goose,” and c *The High Mettled 
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Racer/ 9 the former of which produced 
20,000/., the latter 13,000/., profit to 
the theatrical treasuries ; “ Jew and the 
Doctor,” “Valentine and Orson,” and 
“ Past Ten o'CIock,” pieces that are 
expected to keep possession of the stage. 
It is much to be feared that he died in 
great indigenoe. His body was interred 
on the 21st of Sept., in the burial- 
ground of St. James’s, Pen ton vi lie, 
close by the grave of his old friend 
Grimaldi. 

18. At Nutwell Court, near Exeter, 
Eleanor, the wife of SirTrayton Eliot 
Drake, bart. This lady was the only 
daughter of James Halford, esq., of 
Laleham, Middlesex, and married in 
1819. 

19. At Alwington House, Kingston, 
Canada, aged 42, his Excellency the 
Right Hon. Charles William Poulett 
Thomson, Baron Sydenham, of Toronto, 
Governor-General of her Majesty’s pro* 
vinces on the Continent of North Ame- 
rica, Lord SydenhAm, was the eldest 
son of Mr. J. Poulett Thomson, of Roe- 
hampton and Austin- friars, and brother 
of George Poulett Scrope, esq., M.P. 
for Stroud, who on bis marriage in 1821 
assumed the anna and name of Scrope 
by sign manual. He was born at 
Wimbledon in 1793. When about 
twenty, he became resident in St. 
Petersburg, as the correspondent of 
his father’s firm ; and until his acces- 
sion to public office in 1830 he con- 
tinued to be connected with the mer- 
cantile business. He represented Dover 
in the House of Commons from 1826 
until 1830, when, being returned both 
for that borough and Manchester, he 
took bis seat in Parliament as member 
for the latteT influential manufacturing 
town* When, in 1830, Earl Grey 
formed the Reform Administration, he 
was appointed Vice-President of the 
Board of Trade, and Treasurer of the 
Navy, end was sworn a Privy Councillor 
on Ure 23rd of Nov. In July 1834 he 
became President of the Board of Trade, 
and resigned with Lord Melbourne’s 
Administration in November following. 
In April 1835 he resumed that office, 
in which he continued until he wae 
selected to succeed the late Earl of 
Durham as Governor-General of Ca- 
nada. As a Cabinet Minister, Mr. 
Thomson's efforts were chiefly directed 
to amendment of the Custom Layrs, 
and the extension of our foreign trade 
by m more liberal poHcy* On Lord 


Seaton's recall from Canada, Mr. Thom- 
son was appointed to the supreme 
government of British North America. 
He arrived at Quebec on the 16th Oct., 

1839. On the 19 th he assumed the 
reins of government ; and soon after- 
wards visited Montreal and other parts 
of the country, holding sessions of the 
then existing Legislatures of Upper and 
Lower Canada. On the 10th of Aug, 

1840, her Majesty was pleased to raise 
the Governor-General to the Peerage of 
the United Kingdom, by the title of 
Baron Sydenham, of Toronto, as a mark 
of approbation of the manner in which 
he conducted the important government 
entrusted to his care. On the20th of May 
last, his Lordship, while still in delicate 
health, left Montreal for Kingston, for 
the purpose of opening the first session 
of the United Legislature of Canada, 
but which, from the alarming character 
his indisposition had assumed, he was 
only destined to close by deputation. 
He was appointed a Knight Grand 
Cross of the order of the Bath on the 
19th of August last. His Excellency, 
whilst riding near Kingston, on the 5th 
Sept, met with a fatal accident by the 
falling of his horse. His right leg was 
broken, and at the same time a deep and 
painful wound was inflicted just above 
the knee. For a short time hia Lordship 
appeared to be recovering from the 
effects of tbe accident, but spasms and 
other unfavourable symptoms appear- 
ing, his Lordship composedly made 
arrangements to meet the exigencies of 
his high office, and calmly breathed 
bis last, to the great regret of the sub- 
jects of tbe province. Lord Sydenbsm 
having died unmarried, his peerage has 
expired with him. 

— Aged 71, William Wyndham, 
esq., of Dinton, Wilts. Mr. Wyndham 
was descended in the fifth generation 
from Sir Wadham Wyndham, the ninth 
son of Sir John Wyndham, of Orchard, 
co. Somerset, the ancestor of tbe Earls 
of Egremont ; which Sir Wadham died 
in 1668. His father, William Wynd- 
ham, of Dinton, esq., died in 1786. 
His mother was Elisabeth, eldest 
daughter of Sir Thomas Heathcote, of 
Hursley Lodge, co. Southampton, bart. 
Mr. Wyndham married Lstitia, daugh- 
ter of Alexander Popham, esq., a 
Master in Chancery ; and by that lady, 
who died Dec. 7, 1837, he had issue six 
sons and six daughters. 

22. At tbe Palace, Salisbury, aged 99* 
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Louisa Mary, wife of the Right Rev. 
Edward Denison, Lord Bishop of Salis- 
bury, and second daughter of the late 
Henry Ker Seymer, esq., of Hanford, 
Dorsetshire. 

25. Suddenly, of apoplexy, at Cor- 
beil, near Paris, M. Laporte, the well- 
known manager for twelve seasons of 
her Majesty’s Theatre. M. Jean Fran- 
ks Laporte was the son of a French 
comedian, whose harlequin was in much 
request at the Paris theatres. His 
mother was also an actress in the same 
capital. He first came to London with 
a French company, upon the specu- 
lation of starting French plays in this 
country, and performed in the little 
theatre in Tottenham-street, to the 
great delight of the exclusives and 
fashionable world, who patronised the 
liovelty, and considered him a very 
clever comic actor. Possessing quick 
parts, M. Laporte soon obtained a very 
competent knowledge of the English 
language, and sustained English cha- 
racters upon our own boards with much 
judgment. From this time bis success 
was great, and he made himself master 
•f some property, by engagements and 
beoef ts at various theatres, which accu- 
mulated owing to his careful habits. 
He was esteemed a good representative 
of tbe best comic creations of Moliere, 
and by many his fame was co-equally 
divided with Dowton and Farren, Potier 
and Perlet. At length, in 1828, fibers 
discontinued his unsuccessful manage- 
ment of the Opera-house, and a very 
keen canvass followed for the hire of 
tbe theatre from year to year. Laporte 
was on this occasion tbe highest bidder, 
and conducted the theatre advantage- 
ously to himself for four seasons. Hav- 
ing at the close of the season of 1831 
realised a good sum, M. Laporte re- 
signed tbe management, and proceeded 
to the continent to enjoy the fruits of 
his success. Mr. Mona Mason then 
became lessee at the enormous rent of 
14,000/., and his speculation proving 
unsuccessful, M. Laporte again took the 
bouse in the ensuing year, and from 
that time became its faithful manager. 
That M. Laporte deserved the success 
be met with, will sufficiently appear 
from a list of tbe great artittet he was 
instrumental In bringing before the 
public : — Pasta, Son tag, Caradori, Mali- 
hrao, Blasls, Ayton, Curfoni, Velhiti, 
Zuchelli, Torri, GaHi, Lahlaebe, San- 
tinl, Robiar, Da Begass, Paganini, the 


prince of violinists ; Brocard, Albert, 
Gosselin, Paulini, Coulon, Taglioni, &c. 
The Grisi, Pauline Garcia, Tamburini, 
Persiani, and others. 

29. At the Green Park Lodge, Picca- 
dilly, aged 80, Frances, widow of Lord 
William Gordon, and aunt of the Mar- 
quess of Hertford. Her ladyship was 
the second daughter and coheiress of 
Charles ninth and last Viscount Irvine, 
a representative peer of Scotland, and 
was married, March 0, 1781, to Lord 
William Gordon, second son of Cosmo 
George third Duke of Gordon, some 
time Vice-Admiral of Scotland, and 
M.P. for the counties of Elgin and In- 
verness. He was appointed Deputy 
Ranger of St. James’s and Hyde Parks, 
the 1 3th Feb. 1778 : and the official 
residence, or lodge, in Piccadilly, hag 
been occupied by his widow until her 
death. 

— At Leith Fort, Lient«-Col. David 
Story, 7th battalion, commanding officer 
of the royal artillery in North Britain. 
He was at the blockade and capture of 
Malta, 1800; at tbe capture of the 
Danish Islands St. Croix and St. Tho- 
mas : at the bombardment and capture 
of Fort Dc seals, Martinique, in Febru- 
ary, 1809 ; and at the capture of Gua- 
daloupe, in February, 1810. 

30. At Shirley, James Penn Buck, 
esq., formerly of New Inn, and Upper 
Berkeley-st., and late of North Lodge, 
Ripon, Yorkshire. 

Lately, At Caermarthen, aged 64, 
Miss Eugenia Morgan, eldest and last 
surviving daughter of tbe late Charles 
Morgan, esq., of Furnace House, in that 
town ; a descendant of John Vaoghan 
Earl of Carberry, and of the Morgans 
of Tredegar. 

— At Arbutbnot House, the Hon. 
Jean Arbutbnot, sister to Viscount 
Arbuthnot. 

— At Farfield House, near Adding- 
ham, of rheumatic fever, in his 32nd 
year, William Cunliffe Lister, esq., a 
barrister-at-law and M.P. for Bradford. 
He was a son of Ellis Cunliffe Lister, 
esq., of Mannlngham Hall, late M.P. 
for tbe same town, by his first wife, 
Roth Myns, tiiece and heiress of 8. 
Lister, esq. He was a member of 
Christ* College, Cambridge ; and was 
called to tbe bar at Lincoln* Inn, Nov. 
18, 1834. He went on the Northern 
Circuit, and was held in great estimation 
among his brethren at the bar for his 
amiable aed excel eat qualities. 
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2, In Argyll-street, after a protracted 
illness, Mr. James Fraser, the founder 
and publisher of Fraser’s Magazine. 

— At his Hotel in Paris, Honore 
Grimaldi, Sovereign Prince of Monaco, 
Duke of Valentinois in France, Peer of 
France, Grandee of Spain of the first 
Class, and a Noble of Genoa. The 
Prince was in the 68th year of his age, 
and succeeded to his father, the Prince 
Honors IV., in 1819, and is succeeded 
by his brother, Count Florestan Gri- 
maldi, now Prince Florestan I. In the 
Gentleman’s Magazine for December 
1832, is an account of many members of 
this family; and in that for October 
1834, is an account of a long, con tinned 
litigation between the Grimaldis of An- 
tibes and the Princes of Monaco, for the 
right to this ancient principality. The 
late Prince’s mother was a daughter of 
the Duke d’Aumont and Mazarin. His 
lather, Prince Honors IV., suffered 
greatly by the French Revolution, being 
long confined in prison ; his Princess, 
from whom he had been divorced, 
perished by the guillotine in 1794. His 
beautiful castles of Monaco and Men- 
toni, and his fine chateau at St. Lo, on 
the road to Cherbourg, are still in ruins. 
This small principality has been in the 
possession of the house of Grimaldi 
(sprung from Grimoald, great-uncle to 
Charlemagne), from the tenth century, 
having been granted to them by the 
Emperor Otho 1. in the year 920. It 
is surrounded by the states of the King 
of Sardinia, and the Mediterranean, 
and has only a surface of twenty-one 
and a half square miles, and a population 
of six or seven thousand inhabitants. 

4. At Cheshunt, Herts, William Har- 
rison, esq., Queen’s Counsel, a Bencher 
of the Inner Temple, Counsel to the 
Treasury and the War Office, and Attor- 
ney-General for the Duchy of Cornwall. 

7. At Rockingham Castle, aged 56, 
the Right Hon. Frances Viscountess 
Lorton, only daughter and heiress of 
Laurence first Earl of Ross by Lady 
Jane King (aunt to Viscount Lorton), 
and eldest daughter of Edward first 
Earl of Kingston. 

— At Brighton, after a protracted 
illness, aged 32, the Right Hon. Frede- 
rick John Monson, fifth Baron Monson, 
of Burton, co. Lincoln (1728), and the 
ninth Baronet, of South Carlton, co. 
Lincoln (1611). His Lordship was bom 


on the 3rd Feb. 1809, the only child of 
John George fourth Lord Monson, by 
Lady Sarah Elizabeth Savile, eldest 
daughter of John second Earl of Mex- 
borough, and succeeded to the peerage 
in his infancy, on his father’s death, on 
the 14th November following. Lord 
Monson was matriculated of Christ 
Church, Oxford, March 31, 1827, and 
resided for some time at that univer- 
sity, being subsequently admitted to the 
honorary degree of Doctor in Civil Law 
at the installation of the present illus- 
trious Chancellor. 

8. At Stutgard, after a short illness, 
in his 84th year, John Heinrich Dan- 
necker, the sculptor. He was born at 
Stutgard, on the 15th of October 1758, 
of poor parents. Having early shown a 
predilection for the plastic arts, by a 
persona] application to Duke Charles of 
Wurtemburg, in whose stud his father 
was employed, he succeeded in gaining 
admission, in 1771, to the military ar- 
tistical academy at the u Solitude,” a 
royal castle near Stutgard, where pupils 
were instructed free of expense in music, 
painting, and sculpture, and in his six- 
teenth year carried off the prize for a 
model of Milo of Cortona. He next exe- 
cuted the Caryatides and other statues 
which at present adorn parts of the 
royal residence at Stutgard. While 
studying in this academy be made the* 
acquaintance of his fellow-townsman 
Schiller, and of this friendship a lasting 
monument remains in the 6tatue, which 
he afterwards took from life, of the il- 
lustrious poet. He left the academy in 
1780, at the same rime as the poet, and 
attained the situation of Court sculptor, 
with the paltry salary of 300 florins, or 
about 25/. per annum. The following 
year he was permitted to visit Paris, 
receiving, however, no further pecu- 
niary assistance than that his salary was 
raised, in the second year of his ab- 
sence, to 400 florins. At Paris he met 
with the sculptor Scheffauer, and be- 
came the pupil of Pajou, devoting him- 
self more to the study of nature than 
that of the antique models. In 1785 
he left Paris with Scheffauer, with whom 
he travelled to Rome, where he became 
known to the immortal Canova, whose 
friendly instruction had a very beneficial 
influence on the youthful artist. While 
at Rome he made the acquaintance of 
Goethe and Herder, then residing there 
in order to become acquainted with the 
stores of art which were contained in 
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the Pfcpal capital. Whilst in Italy, his 
excellent marble statues of Ceres and 
Bacchus raised him to a greater repu- 
tation, and caused the academies of 
Milan and Bologna to choose him a 
member of their bodies. He subse- 
quently returned to Stutgard, and was 
engaged for a long time modelling va- 
rious subjects fcr Duke Carl. It was not 
till 1796 that he again began to work in 
marble, when he executed his cele- 
brated Sappho, the original of which is 
now at Monrepos. After this and other 
ideal efforts he turned his attention to 
the taking of busts, and executed that 
of Schiller before alluded to, a colos- 
sal copy of which graced his atelier, 
with which he would never part. The 
then Crown Prince of Bavaria, now 
King Louis, employed him in various 
works, among which his bust of the 
celebrated composer Gluck is one of 
the most remarkable. The perform- 
ance by which he is most known to the 
English lover of art is his Ariadne as 
the bride of Bacchus, borne on a pan- 
ther, which is to be seen in the house of 
the hanker Betbman, of Frankfort. His 
Eros, at the moment that Psyche is 
pouring on his shoulder drops of burn- 
ing oil, according to the well-known 
myth of Apuleius, is also a beautiful 
piece of design. His best bust is sup- 
posed to be that of the physiognomist 
Water. But the chef-d'oeuvre of the 
artist is his statue of Const, for the idea 
of which be is said to have been in- 
debted to a nocturnal dream. The com- 
pletion, which took place in 1824, cost 
him eight years of study and labour. It 
was sent to the Empress Maria Feodo- 
rouna, of Russia, who afterwards made 
a present of it to the Emperor Alex- 
ander. The successful manner in which 
he succeeded in exhibiting Christ as the 
Mediator, and the divine expression 
which he imparted to the forehead of 
the statue, have often been the theme 
of praise. Thorwaldsen, who saw the 
model in the artist’s workshop, ex- 
pressed his opinion that the design of 
representing the Saviour as fully clothed 
would be a failure ; undeterred by this, 
however, Dannecker maintained his 
original idea, deeming this the most fit 
manner of treating the subject, and he 
succeeded in giving to the flowing dra- 
pery which envelopes the form a degree 
of lightness and truth seldom witnessed. 
For some time before bis decease, Dan- 
necker had ceased to employ his chisel, 
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extreme age having deprived his intel- 
lect of its pristine vigour. 

9. Of disease of the heart, Dr. Robt. 
Cowan, Professor of Medical Jurispru- 
dence in the University of Glasgow. 

10. At Vine House, near Seven Oaks, 
aged 78, the Right Hon. Sir John Bay- 
ley, bart., formerly a Justice of the 
King’s Bench, and late a Baron of the 
Exchequer. T his estimable and learned 
judge, who was for twenty-five years one 
of the highest ornaments of the Bench, 
was the son of John Bayley, esq. of Elton, 
in Huntingdonshire. Sir John Bayley 
was called to the Bar, by the Hon. So- 
ciety of Gray’s Inn, June 22, 1792, and 
appointed a Serjeant-at-Law in Trinity 
Term, 1799. While at the bar he at- 
tended the Home Circuit, and was for 
some time Recorder of Maidstone. He 
was made one of the Justices of the 
King’s Bench in Easter term 1808, aud 
knighted on the 11th of May. Judge 
Bayley’s work, entitled “ The Summary 
of the Law of Bills of Exchange,’’ lias 
been a standard book in the profession 
for years, and of inestimable service to 
the commercial world. He was also the 
editor of the fourth edition of Raymond’s 
** Reports of the King’s Bench and Com- 
mon Pleas,” published in three vols. 
8vo. 1790. In Nov. 1830, Sir John 
Bayley was removed, at his own re- 
quest, from the Court of King’s Bench, 
where he had sat for twenty-two years, 
to the post of a Baron of the Exchequer. 
On his retirement from the Bench, he 
was sworn a member of the Privy Coun- . 
cil, March 5, 1834, and created a Ba- 
ronet by jiatent dated the 15th of the 
same month. Sir John Bayley married, 
on the 20th May, 1790, the youngest 
daughter of John Markett, esq., of 
Meopham Court Lodge, Kent. 

— At Kippax, Yorkshire, aged 77, 
the Hon. and Rev. Archibald Hamilton 
Cathcart, Vicar of that parish. Rector 
of Methley, and a Prebendary of York, 
brother to Earl Cathcart. He was the 
fourth and youngest son of Charles ninth 
Lord Cathcart, by Jean, second daugh- 
ter of Lord Archibald Hamilton, and 
grand-daughter of William fourth Duke 
of Hamilton. 

— At Berlin, in his 61st year, Karl 
Frederick Schinkel, the most eminent 
architect of Prussia. Schinkel was bom 
at Neuruppin, in 1781, and received his 
early education in the Gymnasium of 
his native town, until the age of four- 
teen, when the family removed to Ber- 
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lin. Having manifested a decided taste 
for drawing and designing, lie there be* 
came a pupil of the elder Gilly, the 
architect, and afterwards of the son. Pro- 
fessor Gilly. Having diligently studied 
bis profession in Italy and France, he 
distinguished himself so highly by his 
designs, that in 1810 he was appointed 
assessor of the Bau-deputation, or Board 
of Works and Buildings, his duty being 
to give advice upon matters of taste. 
The restoration of peace is the epoch 
from which Scbinkel’s career as an ar- 
chitect may be dated. His talents were 
then called into play, and important op- 
portunities afforded them, almost un- 
interruptedly, for a series of years, 
during which he erected most of the 
finest of the public structures which now 
grace Berlin and Potsdam, besides nu- 
merous others for private individuals. 
Among the most successful of his works 
in the capital are the large Theatre, the 
Wacht-gebaude, or Guard-house, and 
the Museum ; the Warder Church. Bau- 
scbule (or School of Architecture), Ob- 
servatory, &c. 

— At Burwood House, Surrey, in his 
80th year, Admiral Sir Thomas Wil- 
liams, G.C.B. This very distinguished 
officer entered the navy at a very early 
age, and was made post in 1790, and 
commanded successively the Otter , Hoop , 
the Lizard , 28, the Dcrdalus, and Uni- 
com frigates, and was very active in cap- 
turing the enemy’s privateers. On the 
8th June, 1796, the Unicom being off 
Scilly, in company with the Santa Mar- 
garita frigate, chase was given to two 
large French frigates and a corvette. 
The Tamise, of 42 guns, was taken by 
the Santa Margarita, then commanded 
by the late Admiral Sir Thomas Byam 
Martin. The other French frigate was 
taken, after an arduous chase and gal- 
lant action, by the Unicom , and proved 
to he la Tribune, pierced for 48 guns, 
but having only 44 mounted, and 339 
men, thirty-seven of whom were killed, 
and fifteen, including the commodore, 
wounded. The crew of the Unicom at 
the time of the action did not exceed 
240, of whom not a man was hurt. For 
this gallant achievement, Captain Wil- 
liams was knighted by King George the 
Third, in June 1796. On the 7th Jan. 
1797, Sir Thomas Williams assisted at 
the capture of la Ville de f Orient fri- 
gate, armed en flute , employed in the 
conveyance of troops, and having on 
board 400 hussars. In the summer of 


the same year he was appointed to the 
command of the Bndymion , a frigate of 
the largest class, stationed in the North 
Sea. On the 13th October following, he 
made a spirited attack upon the Brutus , 
a Dutch line-of-battle ship, bearing the 
flag of a rear-admiral, which had es- 
caped from the battle of Camperdown, 
and was then lying at anchor, near the 
heights of Hinder. The action was re- 
newed the next day, when he had been 
joined by the Beaulieu, but the Brutus 
sought refuge in the Maese. Sir T. 
Williams subsequently commanded a 
squadron of frigates, stationed at the 
entrance of St. George’s Channel. On 
the 21st June, 1798, he co-operated 
with the military force in their attack 
upon Wexford, where he destroyed about 
100 large boats and vessels, which the 
rebels had collected for their escape. 
The captures made by Sir T. Williams, 
when in the Unicom and Endpmion, 
amounted to fifteen privateers, & c. 
mounting in the whole 150 guns, and 
carrying about 900 men. In the spring 
of 1801, Sir Thomas was removed into 
the Vanguard, of 74 guns, and after the 
battle of Copenhagen, sailed to rein- 
force the fleet in the Baltic; whence he 
returned in the ensuing autumn, and 
was employed in the blockade of Cadiz. 
In 1803 he commanded the Neptune, 
98, employed in the blockade of Ferrol, 
which he quitted in 1805. In 1808 
he accompanied Sir John T. Duck- 
worth to the West Indies, in pursuit of 
a French squadron, aud on the 28th of 
April of that year, he was appointed a 
Colonel of the Royal Marines. In 1809 
Sir Thomas Williams was appointed a 
Rear-Admiral, and between that period 
and 1811 he hoisted his flag successively 
in the North Sea, at Lisbon, and in the 
Channel fleet. He was then appointed 
Commander-in-Chief at the Nore, where 
he remained for thp customary period 
of three years. He became Vice-Ad- 
miral 1814, and Admiral 1830; was 
nominated a K.C.B. on the enlargement 
of that order, Jan. 2, 1816, and ad- 
vanced to the grade of a G.C.B. 18.. 

1 1. At Clifton, the Rev. William Lid- 
diard, M.A., late Rector of Knockmark, 
Meath, and for many years resident at 
Bath. He was the author of “The 
Life Boat ; or, Billion O’Duire, a 
Poem,” 1815. “ Mont St. Jean, a 

Poem,” 1816. “The Legend of Ein- 
sidlin, a Tale of Switserland, with 
poetical Sketches of Swiss Scenery,” 
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12mo. 1829. “ A Three Months 1 Tour 
in Switzerland and France,’ 9 8vo. 1832. 
“ Retrospection ; or, the Light of Pays 
gone by, and other Poems,” 12 mo. 
1840. 

12* At his residence, Boston House, 
New Brentford, in the 75th year of his 
age, James Clitherow, esq., for forty- 
five years Colonel of the West Middle- 
sex militia, and a Deputy- Lieutenant of 
the county of Middlesex. 

16. At the palace, Kilmore, In his 
77th year, and in the 40th year of his 
episcopacy, the Right Rev. George de 
la Poer Beresford, D.D., Lord Bishop 
of Kilmore and Ardagh ; uncle to the 
Lord Archbishop of Armagh, and great- 
uncle to the Marquess of Waterford. 
The Bishop of Kilmore was born on 
the 19th July 1765, the second son of 
ths Right Hon. John Beresford (second 
of Marcus first Earl of Tyrone), by 
his first wife Anne Constantla, daughter 
of the Count de Ligondes. He was 
nephew to William de la Poer Beres- 
wd, DiD., Lord Archbishop of Tuam, 
crested Baron Decles in 1812. The 
first dignity held by Dr. Beresford was 
the deanery of Kilmore. He was con- 
secrated Bishop of Clonfert iu 1801, 
tod in ths following year translated to 
the see of Kilmore. Dr. Beresford mar- 
ried Frances, daughter of Jervis Parker 
Bush, esq., of Kilfitne. 

— At his residence in Bryanston- 
s< P»re, UeuL-Gen. Sir Joseph Fuller, 
G.C.H., Colonel of the 75th Foot. He 
Entered the army In Aug. 1792, at an 
tfiriy age, as Ensign in the 2nd Foot, 
*hen he served in Flanders, and was 
present at the sieges of Valenciennes 
and Dunkirk, and all the actions of that 
campaign. During the rebellion in Ire- 
land, when Capt. Fuller, he was actively 
engaged ; and, after the pacification of 
that country, he went in the expedition 
to .the Helder, and took part in all the 
principal engagements. He eminently 
distinguished himself throughout the 
Peninsular war, under Sir John Moore 
and the Duke of Wellington, particu- 
larly at the passage of the Douro on the 
12th May, 1809, and at Talavera, where 
he was in the command of the Cold- 
stream Guards ; and for his services at 
that brilliant victory he received a 
toedal. He attained the rank of Lieut.* 
General in 1826. He was appointed 
Colonel of the 75tb Regiment in 1832. 
For many yeats Sir Joseph was Chair- 
of the Board of General Officers, 


which office he was obliged to resign 
on account of his ill-health. 

21. At Washington, aged 60, the 
Hon. John Forsyth, late Secretary of 
the United States, under Mr. Van Bu- 
ren’s administration. Mr. Forsyth was 
born at Fredericksburg, in October, 
1781. He graduated at Princeton Col- 
lege in 1799. He entered the practice 
of Jaw at Augusta, Georgia, in 1802. 
Soon after he was appointed Attorney- 
General of the State, and rapidly rose 
to distinction. In 1812 he was elected 
a representative in Congress. From 
1814 to 1818 he was Chairman of the 
Committee of Foreign Affairs, in which 
position he sustained Mr. Madison and 
the war with Great Britain. In 1818 
he was elected a member of the United 
States Senate, where he took his seat in 
November of that year. In 1819 he 
was appointed Minister to Spain, where 
he became involved in the controversy 
in relation to our treaty with that coun- 
try, settling differences, ceding the Flo- 
ridas, &c., which lasted until October, 
1820. With the exception of a brief 
visit to the United States, he continued 
at Madrid until 1823, when be returned 
to his native country ; and having in the 
meantime been re-elected to Congress, 
he resumed his seat in the House of 
Representatives in December of that 
year, and was restored to the Chairman- 
ship of the Committee of Foreign Af- 
fairs, which be continued to occupy as 
long as he remained in that body. In 
Ootober 1827, be was elected Governor 
of Georgia. After filling that post for 
two years, he returned to Washington 
as senator of the United States, in place 
of Mr. Berrien ; that post he filled from 
1829 until the summer of 1834, when, 
on the resignation of Mr. M'Lane as 
Secretary of State, Mr. Forsyth was 
called to that department by President 
Jackson. That office he filled during 
the residue of General Jackson’s term, 
and continued to hold it until the close 
of Mr. Van Buren’s administration, 
when he was succeeded in office by Mr. 
Webster. 

22. At the Hirsel, near Coldstream, 
co. Berwick, the Right Hon. Alexander 
Ramey Home, tenth Earl of Home and 
Lord Douglas (1604-5), and fifteenth 
Lord Home (1473) ,* Lord-Lieutenant 
and Sheriff Principal of Berwickshire, 
Colonel of the Berwick, Haddington, 
Linlithgow, and Peebles Militia. He 
succeeded to the peerage whilst still in 
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his minority, on the death of his father, 
Oct 8, 1786. In 1807, he was chosen 
one of the sixteen Representative Peers 
of Scotland, and retained that honour 
until his retirement at the late general 
election. His Lordship married, Nov. 9, 
1798, Lady Elizabeth Montagu Scott, 
second daughter of Henry third Duke 
of Buccleuch, and by that lady, who 
died June 29, 1837, he had issue three 
sons, of whom the eldest only survives. 

— At his apartments in the Charter- 
house, aged 67, Robert Bissett Scott, 
esq., a writer on military jurisprudence 
and a military advocate, who had prac- 
tised with considerable success on va- 
rious courts-martial. 

23. At Brighton, in his 55th year, 
the Hon. Sir James Ashley Maude, knt, 
C.B. and K.C.H., &c., a Captain R.N., 
brother to Lord Viscount Hawarden. 
He was born on the 6th Nov. 1786, the 
fourth son of Cornwallis first Viscount 
Hawarden. He entered the navy at an 
early age, and when midshipman, in 
1800, served on board the Minotaur at 
the capture of Genoa, and in the follow- 
ing year was present at the taking of 
three frigates near Leghorn. In March 
1805, he obtained a Lieutenancy, in 
which capacity he ably distinguished 
himself, in Sir Richard Strachan's ac- 
tion, in the succeeding November, on 
board the Namur , 74. When under 
Lord Collingwood, in the Viile de Paris, 
he served in her boats with eminent 
gallantry at the destruction of a French 
convoy in the Bay of Rosas in 1809, on 
which occasion he was wounded, and 
subsequently was promoted for the 
daring bravery he evinced during that 
hot encounter. His commission of Com- 
mander was dated Oct. 22, 1810; and 
on the 15th Feb. 1812, he was appointed 
to the Nemesis, 28, in which, during the 
American war, he was actively employed. 
He was promoted to post rank March 11, 
1814, and subsequently appointed to the 
Favourite , 20, in which he brought home 
the treaty of peace between the United 
States and this country. In 1825 he 
was appointed to the Glasgow , 50, in 
which he conveyed Lord Strangford to 
Cronstadt, and afterwards was engaged 
at Navarino, under Sir Edward Codring- 
ton; and, as a reward for the services 
he rendered on that occasion, he re- 
ceived the orders of the Redeemer of 
Greece, St. Anne of Russia (second 
class), aud the Cross of St. Louis of 
France. He was nominated a Com- 


panion of the Bath in Nov. 1827, and a 
Knight Commander of the Hanoverian 
Order of the Guelphs, in Jan. 1836. 
Sir Ashley Maude married, in 1817, 
Albinia, second daughter of the late 
Most Rev. Charles Brodrick, Lord Arch- 
bishop of Cashel, sister to the Countess 
of Band on, and cousin to Lord Viscount 
Midleton. 

— At Hampton Court Palace, aged 
82, Charlotte, Dowager Lady Brooke 
Pechell, second daughter of General Sir 
John Clavering, bart., and K.B., by 
Lady Diana West, daughter of John first 
Earl of Delawarr. 

— At Basle, George Frederick Beltz, 
esq. Lancaster Herald, GentlemanUsher 
of the Scarlet Rod and Brunswick Herald 
of the Order of the Bath, Knight of the 
Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, and 
F.S.A. Mr. Beltz was for many years 
in the office of Sir Isaac Heard, Garter 
King of Arms, who in July 1814 re- 
signed in his favour the office of Gentle- 
man Usher of the Scarlet Rod of the 
Order of the Bath, to which is annexed 
that of Brunswick Herald. He was ap- 
pointed Portcullis Pursuivant on the 
22nd May 1817, and promoted to be 
Lancaster Herald on the 4th June 1822. 
He was honoured with the knighthood 
of the Guelphic Order in 1836. Mr. 
Beltz was highly distinguished in this 
peculiar science, and a very diligent 
antiquarian. He published several trea- 
tises on Archaeological subjects, and 
** Memorials of the Order of the Gar- 
ter, a work not only of great critical 
research in the history and ambiguities 
of that illustrious order, but filled with 
biographical details of great curiosity 
and interest. 

25. In the Close, Winchester, aged 
73, the Rev. George Frederick Nott, 
D.D., F.S.A., senior Prebendary of the 
Cathedral, and Rector of Harrietsham 
and Woodchurch, Kent. Dr. Nott was 
the son of the Rev. Samuel Nott, M.A. 
of Worcester College, Oxford, a Pre- 
bendary of Winchester, and Rector of 
Houghton, Hants. He entered the Uni- 
versity of Oxford as a member of Christ 
Church, and, having distinguished him- 
self as a classical scholar, was elected a 
Fellow of All Souls. He proceeded 
M.A. 1792, B.D. 1802, D.D. 1807- He 
obtained considerable celebrity by his 
Sermons, preached at the Bampton Lec- 
ture in 1802, which, when printed, were 
dedicated to the King ; and, after this 
introduction, be obtained the situation 
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of Sub-preceptor to her Royal Highness 
the Princess Charlotte of Wales. He be- 
came a Prebendary of Winchester in 1 8 1 0. 
Dr. Nott distinguished himself as an ele- 
gant scholar, by his edition of the Poems 
of the Earl of Surrey and Sir Thomas 
Wyatt, and several clerical treatises. 

29. At the Hartford station, near 
Northwich,on the Grand Junction Rail- 
way, Mr. Thomas Philipps, an eminent 
vocalist. Mr. Philipps was the son of a 
gentleman of Monmouthshire of good 
fortune, and was originally intended for 
the army, and then for the bar ; shew- 
ing, however, a strong inclination for a 
theatrical career, on the 16th May, 
1796, he made h\&d4but at Covent Gar- 
den Theatre, in Phillippe, in “ The 
Castle of Andalusia,” for Mrs. Moun- 
tain’s benefit, and met with so flattering 
and brilliant a reception, that he hence- 
forward determined to become a public 
ringer and professor of music. From 
this moment he devoted himself to a 
theatrical career, and performed the 
leading characters in many popular 
English operas. Having an ample pri- 
vate fortune, be at length retired from 
the stage, and devoted himself to teach- 
ing youthful aspirants to operatic fame, 
and several very distinguished vocalists 
have appeared under his auspices. Mr. 
Philipps’ death was owing to a railway 
accident; having accidentally slipped 
while stepping into a carriage, the 
wheel passed over his leg ; the wound 
did not appear to be serious, but Mr. 
Philippe' constitution gave way under 
the shock. 

— At Woolwich, Lieut.-Co)onel Sir 
Francis Geary Gardener Lee, knt., K.C.T. 
Sir Francis was present at Copenhagen, 
at the siege of Cadiz, and various aiiairs 
of boats in the East Indies and on the 
French Coast, and received the honour 
of knighthood from King William IV. 
Oct. 31, 1832. He was also a Knightof 
the Order of Charles the Third of Spain. 

Lately. At Calton-hill, Edinburgh, 
*g*d 82, Mrs* Maclehose, widow of Mr. 
A.Msdeboee, writer, of Glasgow, well 
known to a large circle as the Clarinda 
of Burns. 

NOVEMBER. 

7* At Clifton, Robert James Harrison, 
esq, of Oak Lodge, Elmsworth, Hants, 
magistrate for the counties of Hants and 
Busses. 

18* In the Hackoey.road, George 


Bennett, esq., the well-known traveller 
with Dr. Tyerman, and author of seve- 
ral works of high literary merit. 

— At Brighton, aged 31, George 
Bush, esq., Civil Engineer, and prin- 
cipal engineer of the Taff Vale Railway 
Company. He was the youngest son of 
Richard Bush, esq., of Brighton, and 
was a pupil of the late John Rennie, esq. 

14. At Blickling Hall, Norfolk, the 
seat of his aunt the Dowager Lady 
Suffield, aged 45, the Most Hon. John 
William Robert Kerr, seventh Marquess 
of Lothian, Captain of the Yeomen of 
the Guard, Lord Lieutenant of Rox- 
burghshire, Colonel of the Militia of 
the City and County of Edinburgh, &c. 
&c. On the formation of the present 
Ministry, Marquess of Lothian was ap- 
pointed Captain of the Yeomen of the 
Guard, and announced in the Gazette of 
the 8th of September ; but his Lord- 
ship had not entered upon bis duties 
at the Palace since he received the 
appointment. The Marquess married, 
July 19, 1831, Lady Cecil Chetwynd 
Talbot, only surviving daughter of the 
present Earl Talbot. 

— At Paris, aged 75* the Right 
Hon. Thomas Bruce, seventh Earl of 
Elgin (1633); a Representative Peer of 
Scotland ; a Privy Councillor ; a General 
in the Army; General of the Royal 
Archers of Scotland ; a Family Trustee 
of the British Museum; President of 
the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland ; 
Knight of the Crescent, &c. &c. His 
Lordship succeeded to the peerage in 
his fifth year, on the death of his elder 
brother William Robert, who had'pos- 
sessed the titles only two months. He 
was educated at Harrow and West- 
minster schools, and at the University 
of St. Andrew s, and entered the army 
in 1785; and attained the rank of 
Colonel in 1802; of Major-General 
in 1809; Lieut.- General in 1814, and 
General in 1837* His Lordship com- 
menced his diplomatic career in 1790, 
by a special mission to the Emperor 
Leopold, whom he accompanied on a 
tour to his Italian states the following 
year. When the British embassy quitted 
Paris in 1792, his Lordship was ap- 
pointed Envoy-extraordinary to the 
Court of Brussels ; and when the French 
armies occupied the Netherlands in the 
winter of 1792, he was employed, first 
at the Court of the Elector of Hesse 
Cassel, and then with the Prussian 
army during their active operations in 
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the beginning of 1793, in Germany. 
He was attached to the Austrian forces 
until the final evacuation of the Low 
Countries in 1794. His Lordship re- 
ceived the appointment of Envoy-Extra- 
ordinary and Minister-Plenipotentiary 
to the Court of Berlin, 1795 ; was sworn 
a Privy-Councillor, 3rd of July, 1799; 
and, the same month, constituted Am- 
bassador-Extraordinary and Minister- 
Plenipotentiary to the Sublime Otto- 
man Porte, where he continued till 
the French were finally driven out of 
Egypt. On this occasion he was in- 
vested with the Turkish order of the 
Crescent. While proceeding on his 
embassy, Lord Elgin made preparations, 
on an extensive scale, for rescuing the 
remains of Grecian art from destruction 
and oblivion, and, availing himself of 
the opportunities his station enabled 
him to command, he succeeded in form- 
ing from Athens, and other places in 
Greece, a complete collection of archi- 
tectural measurements; plans and ele- 
vations of the existing monuments; de- 
lineations of sculpture ; moulds and 
casts ; many statues, bas-reliefs, funeral • 
stones, vases, specimens of architecture, 
and fragments, executed in the best 
periods of Athenian excellence- These, 
added to a valuable collection of Greek 
medals, and a very curious series of 
inscriptions, beginning with the famous 
Boustrophedon, which Lord Elgin was 
so fortunate as to procure at Cape 
Sigreum, on the plain of Troy, contain- 
ing specimens of all the variations in 
the Greek alphabet, were brought safe 
to England. Some negotiations with 
Government for the purchase of this 
collection by the country, which took 
place during Mr. Perceval's adminis- 
tration* were fruitless; but in 1816, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the 
appointment of a Committee of the 
House of Commons to examine and re- 
port upon them, and it was agreed in a 
Committee of Supply, by a majority of 
eighty-two to thirty, that the Marbles 
should be purchased for 35,000/. They 
were accordingly taken to the British 
Museum, and deposited in a temporary 
room erected for their reception. It 
was at the same time arranged that the 
Earl of Elgin and his heirs should be 
included among the family trustees of 
that establishment. H is Lordship mar- 
ried, first, at Archerfield, March 11, 
1799, Mary, only child of William 
Hamilton Nisbet, Dirleton, and Bel* 


haven, co. Haddington, which marriage 
was dissolved by Act of Parliament in 
the year 1808. His Lordship married, 
secondly, at Dunnikier, September 21, 
1810, Elizabeth, youngest daughter of 
James Townshend Oswald, esq., of Dun- 
nikier, in Fife, M.P. for that county 
from 1775 to 1779, and afterwards 
Auditor of the Court of Exchequer in 
Scotland. 

J9. At his residence, Belmore, near 
Cuckfield, Sussex, aged 78, Admiral Sir 
John Weils, G.C.B He bad been in 
the navy upwards of sixty-five years, 
for his commission as Lieutenant was 
dated in 1779. When Captain, he was 
appointed in 1797 to the Lancaster 64, 
and, under Lord Duncan, contributed 
to the defeat of the Dutch fleet, com- 
manded by Admiral de Winter; and 
for his eminent services on that occa- 
sion (the victory of Camperdown) he 
received the distinction of a medal* In 
May, 1890, he was nominated a Knight 
Commander of the Bath, and in Oct. 
1834, a Knight Grand Cross. 

21. At Sydenham, after an illness of 
seven weeks, aged 62, John Rivington, 
esq., the senior partner in the well- 
known firm of Messrs. Rivingtons, book- 
sellers, of St. Paul’s Churchyard, and 
Waterloo Place. In the former situ- 
ation the family have been established 
as booksellers for considerably above a 
century. Jn 1725 we find Mr. Charles 
Rivington publishing, with others. Ma- 
son’s ** Vindication of the Church of 
England.*’ With the Church Esta- 
blishment, and particularly as book- 
sellers to the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, the house of 
Rivington have ever since been closely 
connected. Mr. Charles Rivington (we 
believe the founder of the house as 
booksellers) died February the 22nd, 
1742. His son, John Rivington, esq., 
died January the 16th, 1792, aged 73. 
Francis Rivington, esq., eldest son and 
successor of John, died October the 18tb, 
1822, aged 77- Charles Rivington, esq. 
(brother and partner of Francis) died 
May the 25th, 1831, aged 76. The sub- 
ject of this notice was elected on the 
Court of the Stationers’ Company in the 
autumn of last year, after having been 
for a long period a very efficient mem- 
ber of the Stock Board. With this 
respectable Company the family of 
Rivington have been more intimately 
connected than any other on record. 
His grandfather, John, was master in 
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177 B ; bis father, Francis, was master 
in 1805; his uncle, Charles, was mas- 
ter in 1819 ; his uncle, Henry, was for 
many years Clerk of the Company, and 
on bis death in 1829, was succeeded 
by Charles Rivington, esq. (son of Mr. 
Charles Rivington), the present Clerk. 
Mr. Rivington married, September the 
24th, 1811, Miss Blackburn, who is 
left his widow, and by whom he had an 
only son, John, bis successor in the firm. 
The amiable and mild disposition of 
Mr. Rivington bad secured to him the 
love and esteem of all who knew him, 
and will cause his death to be generally 
regretted by his numerous friends. 

24. Suddenly, when out hunting, 
(see Chronicle), at Bramham, co. York, 
in bis 74th year, the Right Hon. Henry 
Uscelles, second Earl of Harewood and 
Viscount Lascelles (1812), and third 
Baron Harewood, of Harewood, co. York 
(1796); Lord Lieutenant and Custos 
Rotolorum of the West Riding of York- 
shire, Steward of the Halmote Court of 
Allertonshire, &c. His Lordship was 
born on Christmas-day, 1767, the second 
son of Edward the first Earl, by Anne, 
daughter of William Chaloner, esq. 
Although, from bU early youth, strongly 
attached to a country life, he has, 
throughout his long career, taken a 
prominent part in public affairs. At 
the general election of 1796, he suc- 
ceeded Henry Duncomhe, esq. as one 
of the Members for Yorkshire, his elder 
brother, Edward Viscount Lascelles, 
having already a seat in Parliament for 
Northallerton. He was a frequent 
speaker in the House, and in 18U2 be 
seconded the motion for the election of 
Mr. Speaker Abbot. He had been re- 
flected for Yorkshire in 1802 ; but in 
1806 it was judged expedient that he 
*hould give way to the Whig candidate, 
Mr. Walter Fawkes. At the general 
election in the following year, occurred 
the memorable contest for Yorkshire, 
the first that had been attempted for 
*ixty-gix years. The other candidates 
*et*» the late Mr. Wilber force, in the 
Tory interest, and the present Earl Fitz- 
"tttiam, then Lord Milton, on that of 
the Whigs. The struggle lasted for 
days, when Mr. Lascelles was 
beaten by a small majority ; the num- 
bers being, for 

Mr. W ilberfbrce • . 11,806 

Lord Milton . . . ft 1,177 

Hon. H. Lascelles . 10,989 
Walter Fawkes, e*q. 2 


Mr Lascelles shortly after came into 
Parliament for the borough of West- 
bury. In October 1812, he was elected 
for Pontefract. On the 11th of the 
same month, Mr. Wilberforce having 
retired, he was elected for the county 
of York, by the unsolicited suffrages of 
the freeholders, having Lord Milton for 
his colleague. He withdrew from the 
representation of the county at the 
general election of 1818, and on the 
2nd of June in that year he was chosen 
for Northallerton. He succeeded to 
the Earldom in 1820. His parliament- 
ary services as a commoner were of the 
most effective kind ; for, independently 
of bis just influence with the govern- 
ment of the day, his attention to busi- 
ness was unremitting, and the sound- 
ness of his judgment was as conspicuous 
as bis industry. In 1819, when the 
late Earl Fitz william was deprived of 
the tard-Lieu tenancy of the West 
Riding, on account of partisan poli- 
tics, the Earl of Harewood succeeded 
to that influential position, and re- 
tained it to his death. He succeeded 
to the Peerage on the death of his 
father, April the 3rd, 1820. As a 
Peer of the realm, the noble Earl, 
though firm in his constitutional and 
conservative principles, belonged to 
what may be termed the middle or 
moderate party. His sound sense, and 
extensive practical knowledge, even 
more than his wealth and station, gave 
him great weight in the House of 
Peers, and with the government for 
the time being. On various occasions 
he interposed advice which was defer- 
entially listened to and followed ; more 
particularly with reference to the Bill 
of Pains and Penalties against Queen 
Caroline, which was carried by a ma- 
jority of nine ; but further proceedings 
were abandoned at the suggestion of 
Lord Harewood , whose views were sup- 
ported by other noble Peers of similar 
standing and moderation. His Lord- 
ship married, September the 3rd, 1794, 
Henrietta, eldest daughter of the late 
Sir John Saunders Sebright, hart., and 
by that lady, who survives him, he had 
issue seven sons and four daughters. 

25. At Eccles ton-street, Pimlico, Sir 
Francis Chantrey, knt., R.A., a Member 
of the Academy of St. Luke's at Rome, 
D.C.L. Oxford, M.A. Cambridge, F.RS. 
London and Edinburgh F.S.A., and 
M.G.S. Francis Chantrey was born on 
the 7th of April, 1781, at Norton* a 
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pleasant village about four miles south 
of Sheffield. His father was a carpen- 
ter, who rented a few fields, and appears 
also to have possessed some trifling 
landed property ; he died when his son 
was about eight years of age, and his 
widow married again. Various anec- 
dotes are current of juvenile exhibitions 
of young Chantrey’s genius ; but it 
seems that the earliest design of his 
friends was to place him apprentice to a 
grocer ! Chan trey, however, avoided 
this misapplication, and was appren- 
ticed, at his own request, to Mr. Ram- 
sey, of Sheffield, who followed the more 
congenial trade of a carver and gilder. 
While serving his time to Mr. Ramsey, 
Chantrey fortunately attracted the no- 
tice of Mr. John Raphael Smith, a 
mezzotint engraver and portrait painter, 
who perceiving the young artist’s de- 
votion to the study of drawing and 
modelling, gave him some instructions, 
which proved of great service to his 
subsequent career ; and Chautrey per- 
petuated his gratitude in after years, 
by a beautiful bust. His master, how- 
ever, fearing that these probably would 
interfere with his duties as an appren- 
tice, did not forward his pursuits ; and 
Chantrey passed his leisure hours in a 
small room which he hired for a few 
pence per week, and converted into bis 
studio. In April, 1802, when only 
twenty years of age, Chantrey adver- 
tised in Sheffield to take portraits in 
crayons ; as in October, 1804, he an- 
nounced that he had u commenced 
taking models from the life.” Several 
specimens of his talent, both in chalk 
and in oil, remain in the town, most of 
them rather prized for the subsequent 
celebrity of the artist, than as striking 
likenesses. Several years afterwards, 
when, having improved himself at the 
Royal Academy, he returned to Shef- 


field, he modelled four busts of well- 
known characters there, as large as life, 
namely, the Rev. James Wilkinson, Dr. 
Younge, Mr. Wheat, and Mr. Hunt, a 
painter, and afterwards the head of Dr. 
Chorley, of Doncaster. These were 
such masterly performances, that when 
it was resolved to erect a monument to 
the memory of the Rev. James Wilkin- 
son, and Chantrey (though he had never 
yet lifted^ a chisel to marble) had the 
courage to become a candidate for the 
commission,— -it was readily entrusted 
to him by the committee. This as- 
suredly was the most interesting crisis 
of the artist’s life,— -the turning point 
that should decide the bias of his future 
course. Having employed a marble- 
mason to rough-hew the bust, he com- 
menced the task, which was success- 
fully achieved, and this very interesting 
work may now be seen in Sheffield 
church. His first exhibited work on 
the walls of the Royal Academy was in 
1804, when he sent for exhibition a 
“ Portrait of D. Wale, esq,” and in 
1805 he exhibited at the Academy, in 
that year, three busts — of a Gentle- 
man ; of W. Younge, M.D., F.L.S. ; and 
of the Rev. J. Wilkinson, late Vicar of 
Sheffield. In 1806, he exhibited a 
bust of Bigland, the essayist ; and in 
1809 he received his first order, from 
Mr. Alexander, the architect, for four 
colossal busts, of Howe, St. Vincent, 
Duncan, and Nelson, for the Trinity 
House, and for the Greenwich Naval 
Asylum. Sir Francis married in 1809, 
at Twickenham Church, his cousin 
Mary Ann Wale, who survives him; 
but the illustrious sculptor had no issue. 
Sir Francis acquired an ample fortune, 
which he bequeathed, in a most mu- 
nificent manner, for the advancement of 
the Arts. A copy of his Will is given 
below.* In 1810 he executed a bust of 


• Will of Sir Francis Chantrey. — 
1, Sir Francis Chantrey, of Lower Belgrave 
Place, Knight, Scnlptor, Member of the Royal 
Academy of Arts in London, and D.C.L. in 
the University of Oxford, hereby revoke all 
wills, codidis, and other testamentary dispo- 
sitions heretofore made by me, and declare this 
to be my last will and testament : first, 1 direct 
that my body be interred in my vault in the 
churchyard of Norton, in the county of Derby. 
1 give and beqncath unto each of my executors, 
hereinafter named, who shall act in the execu- 
tion of this my will (except my wile, who is an 
executrix) the sum of 2,000/. sterling, free from 
legacy doty. And I give and bequeath all my 
household fiirniture, books, pictures, drawings, 
pUtt, lioto, glass, wine », and other liquors, and 


iny carriages and hones, models, and casts, not 
by this my will, or by any codicil or codicils 
thereto given or bequeathed to any other person 
or persons, or directed to be otherwise disposed 
of, unto my dear wife, Dame Mary Ann Chan- 
trey, her executors, administrators, and assigns. 
And I hereby empower Charles Stokes, Esq., 
George Jones, Esq., and Charles Hampden Tur- 
ner, Esq., three of my executors hereinafter 
appointed, or the survivors or survivor of them, 
or the executors or administrators of such sur- 
vivor, to destroy such of my drawings, models, 
and casts, as they or be may in their or his un- 
controlled judgment consider not worthy of 
being preserved. And my will is, and I direct 
that such of the works of art upon which I may 
be engaged at the time of my decease, as shall Df 
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Mr. Pitt, for the Trinity House, But 
in the year 181 1 he may be said to have 
fairly commenced his career of fame 
and fortune. He had six busts in that 

Judged by my executors to be in a sufficient 
state of progress, shall be carried ou and com- 
pleted under their direction, provided that the 
parties to whom such works belong agree to 
meh arrangement; and that my executors shall 
set apart and appropriate such sum and auras of 
money as shall be requisite for discharging all 
the expenses attending the carrying on and com- 
pleting of the same works; and in case ray 
Wend and assistant, Allan Cunningham, shall hie 
■ctiog as my assistant at the time of my decease, 
it is my wish that my executors shall engage his 
services to assist in the completion of the said 
works, and generally in the adjustment of my 
professional affairs, at such stipend or other 
usual remuneration as be may be in receipt of 
from me at the time of my decease ; and upon 
the completion of the said works and the wind- 
ing up of my professional affairs, in case the 
said Allan Cunningham shall superintend the 
same to the satisfaction in all respects of my 
executors, and shall be living at the above 
period of completion, I give and bequeath unto 
the said Allan Cunningham the sum of 2,000/. 
sterling, free from legacy duty, but without 
any interest in the meantime; and I hereby 
authorise and empower my executors to employ 
any other competent person or persons in the 
stead of the said Allan Cunningham for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, in case he shall not, for any 
reason, continue to act and assist in my pro- 
fessional affairs as aforesaid, aud also to em- 
ploy all necessary workmen at weekly or other 
salaries ; and for the better carrying on and com- 
pleting the said works, 1 direct that such works 
•hall be carried on and completed in the studios, 
workshops, foundry, buildings, and premises 
which may be used by me for the purposes of 
my profession at the time of my decease. And 
it is my wish that Mr. Henry Weckes should 
alio be employed by my executors, under the 
superintendence of the said Allan Cunningham, 
in completing any models or other works, at his 
••nal stipend or remuneration. And I direct 
that he shall continue to occupy his present 
residence, being my house, No. 20, Lower Bel- 
grave Place, for the term of one year after my 
decease, or longer, at the discretion of my execu- 
tors (in case it shall then happen to be his resi- 
dence) without payment of rent or other con- 
sideration. And npon his services being no 
longer required by my executors, I give aud 
bequeath unto the said Henry Weckes the sum 
of 1,000/. sterling, free from legacy duty, but 
without any Interest in the meantime; bat in 
case of his death, before my executors have 
discontinued his services, instead of the said legacy 
of 1,000/.. I give to the executors or administra- 
tors of the said Henry Weekes, the sum of 500/., 
toe from legacy duty, bat without any interest 
in the meantime. And I give, devise, and be- 
qnesth, all my freehold and copyhold heredita- 
ments, situate, lying, and being at Norton afore- 
said, and all other my freehold and copyhold 
hereditaments whatsoever and wheresoever, unto 
*nd to the use of my said wife, Mary Ann 
Chantrey, her heirs and assigns for ever. And 
as to sil those my leasehold messuages or tene- 
ments and hereditaments, situate in Lower Bel- 
inve Place and Eedeston Street and Eccleston 
rlw rapfctinly, in t be county of Middlesex, 


year’s exhibition : I . Horne Tooke ; 
2. Sir Francis Burdett; 3* J. R. Smith ; 
4. Benjamin West, P.R.A.; 5. Admiral 
Duckworth ; 6. William Baker, esq. 

(bnt subject to the provision aforesaid), and all 
other my leasehold hereditaments, and premises 
whatsoever and wheresoever, and all railway, 
canal, and road bonds, and all canal, navigation, 
and railway shares, and all shares that may, in 
any way, partake of the character of real estate, 
or be charged in any way or to any extent on 
real estate in any public companies, and also as 
to all monies which at my decease may be dne 
and owing to me on mortgages or other real 
securities, and ail the rest and residae of my 
present and future real and mixed estate of what 
nature or kind soever, I do hereby primarily 
subject and charge the same to and with the 
payment and satisfaction thereout of ail my just 
debts, funeral and testamentary expenses, and the 
several pecuniary legacies bequeathed in and by 
this my will, or by auy codicil or codicils thereto, 
and of the legacy daty payable in respect of such 
legacies, and of all such sum and sums of money 
as shall be requisite for discharging the expenses 
of carrying on and completing any of my un- 
finished works of art as hereinbefore provided, it 
being my will and intention that alt my other 
personal estate shall be wholly exonerated from 
the aforesaid payments or any of them ; and 
subject and charged as aforesaid, 1 give and 
bequeath all and singular the same leasehold 
hereditaments and premises, and real securities, 
and the interest and dividends doe thereon, and 
the residue of my real estate and other the 
premises lastly hereinbefore devised and be- 
queathed, uuto and to the use of my said wife, 
Mary Ann Chantrey, her heirs, executors, ad- 
ministrators, and assigns, absolutely to and for 
her and their own nse and benefit. And I give 
and bequeath all my stocks, shares, and interest 
in the public tends and government securities, 
whether British or foreign, and all rams of money 
which may be doe or owing to me, upon bonds 
or other personal securities, or upon simple con- 
tract, and all and singular other my pare per- 
sonal estate and effects whatsoever, and of what 
nature or kind soever (not specifically given or 
bequeathed in and by this my will, or by any 
codicil or codicils thereto) unto the said Charles 
Stokes, George Jones, and Charles Hampden 
Turner, their executors, administrators, and as- 
signs, up on the trusts and for the intents and 
purposes hereinafter declared and expressed of 
and concerning the same, that is to say, upon 
trart that they, the said trustees, [here follow the 
customary powers of sale, transfer, dec., and for 
reinvestment of proceeds in government secu- 
rities]. And my will is, and I do hereby direct, 
that the trustees or trustee for the time being of 
this my will, shall stand possessed of and inter- 
ested in such-last-mentioned stocks, funds, and 
securities, fee. upon trust, daring the widowhood 
of my said wife, to pay and apply the interest, 
dividends, and annual produce thereof, by equal 
half-yearly payments (die first of such payments 
to be made at the expiration of six calendar 
months from the day of my decease) unto her, 
my said wife, for her own nse and benefit ; bnt 
In case she shall marry again, then from and 
after such second marriage, and daring the then 
residae of her life, by and oat of the same annual 
Interest, dividends, and produce, to pay one clear 
annuity or annual stun of 1,000/. onto such person 
or persons, and for neb intents and purposes u 
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Those of Horne Tooke and Raphael from the floor— set it before him — 
Smith are among the best of his busts, moved his head to and fro, and having 
With one of them Nollekens expressed satisfied himself of its excellence, turned 
his great approbation. He lifted it round to those who were arranging the 


my mid wife, notwithstanding sncb future cover* 
tore, shall direct or appoint. [Here follow the 
costomary clauses for protection in case the wife 
should marry again.] And from and after the 
decease, or second marriage of my said wife, 
which shall hrst happen, then upon trust to pay 
out of the said interest, dividends, and annual 
produce, one annuity or clear yearly sum of 
300 1. to the said C. Stokes, and one annoity or 
clear yearly sum of 200/. to the said G. Jones, 
during their respective natural lives, for their own 
respective absolute use and benefit, the same an- 
nuities to be free from legacy duty, dec. And 
upon further trust, that after the decease or 
second marriage of my said wife, whichever 
shall first happen, the trustees or trustee for the 
time being of this my will, do and shall, so long 
as my tomb in the churchyard of the said parish 
of Norton, constructed by me and completed 
according to such instructions as 1 may leave for 
that purpose, shall last, and expressly with the 
view of having my said tomb preserved from 
destruction, on the first day of December in each 
and every year, pay out of the said interest, 
dividends, and annual produce of my said re- 
siduary pure personal estate, to the vicar or 
clergyman of the parish church of Norton afore- 
said, who shall reside in the said parish of 
Norton, oue annuity or clear yearly sum of 200/. 
tree from legacy duty, upon trust, nevertheless, 
that such vicar or clergyman do and shall so 
long as my said tomb shall last, on the 
21st day of December in each and every year, 
pey the sum of 50/. part of the said last- 
mentioned annuity or clear yearly sum of 200/. 
to the schoolmaster of Norton school, residing in 
the said parish of Norton, who, being a member 
of the established Church of England, do and 
shall, so long as my said tomb shall lost, him- 
self personally instruct ten poor boys of the said 
parish of Norton, chosen and selected by such 
vicar or clergyman, in reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, and other branches of general educa- 
tion, free from any expense to the parents of 
such poor boys ; and upon this further trust that 
such vicar or clergyman do and shall, so long as 
my said tomb shall last, on the said 21st 
day of December, in each and every year, pay 
out of the said annuity or clear yearly sum of 
2001. last mentioned, the sum of 10#. each, to 
five poor men, and five other poor persons, 
being either widows or single women, all such 
persons being parishioners of the said parish of 
Norton, who, in the judgment of such vicar or 
clergyman, shall be most deserving. And it is 
my will, that such vicar or clergyman, as some 
compensation for his care, trouble, and attention 
in and to the matters aforesaid, shall retain the 
residue of the said annuity or clear yearly sum 
of 200/. last mentioned for his own use. And I 
declare that the receipt or receipts in writing, 
signed by such vicar or clergyman, shall at all 
times be a sufficient discharge and sufficient dis- 
charges to the said trustees or trustee for Che 
time being of this my will, for such payments of 
the said Tast-meudoned annuity or clear yearly 
snns of 200/. as shall in any snob receipt or 
reoeipts he exp r e m ed to have been received, to 
bj»n tilted to * *be parpoees and in manner 

tad it is my desk* mA Intention, that after 


the death or second marriage of my said wife* 
whichever shall first happen, subject to the laid 
auuuities, or such of them as shall for tbs time 
being be payable, the clear income of my afore- 
said residuary pore personal estate shall be de- 
voted to the encouragement of “ British Fim 
Art in Painting and Sculpture only,” 
under and subject to such rules and regulations 
as I sjiall in and by this my will, or by any 
codicil or codicils thereto, make and appoint for 
that purpose ; aud in default of such rules sud 
regulations, and subject thereto, in case the same 
shall be Incomplete and insufficient, my will is, 
aud I do hereby direct that from and after the 
decease or second marriage of my said wife, 
whichever shall first happen, the said trustees or 
trustee for the time being of this my will do aud 
shall apply and dispose of the dear interest, 
dividends, and annual produce of my said re- 
siduary pure personal estate, after answering and 
satisfying thereout the said annuities, or such of 
them as shall from time to time be payable, in 
the manner hereinafter mentioned, (that is te 
my) upon trust, that the trustees or trustee 
for the time beiug or this my will, do aud dull 
pay over the same yearly and every year by 
one or more payment or payments, as they 
or he shall think proper, to the President and 
Treasurer for the time being of the Association 
of Eminent Artists, now known as, and con- 
stituting the Royal Academy op Arts ir 
London, or to the President and Treasurer of 
any other society or association which, in the 
event of the title “ Royal" being withdrawn 
by the Crown, or of the Royal Academy being 
dissolved or its denomination altered, may be 
formed by the persons who miy be the last 
members of the Royal Academy of Arts in 
London, whatever may be the denomination 
assumed by such last members. And L declare, 
that the receipt and receipts in writing of the 
President and Treasurer, for the time being, of 
the Royal Academy, or of such other society or 
association as aforesaid, shall be a sufficient dis- 
charge and discharges to the trustees or trustee 
for the time bein$ of this my will, for the 
monies so from time to time paid over as 
aforesaid, and shall entirely exonerate such 
trustees or trustee for the time beiug of this my 
will, for the monies so from time to time paid 
over as aforesaid, and shall entirely exonerate 
such trustees or trustee from all responsibility as 
to ihe future application and disposition of tin 
same monies. And my will is, and 1 do hereby 
direct, that from and out of the monies so paid 
over, oue annoity or dear yearly sum of 300/. 
shall be retained by such President for die time 
being, to aud for his own absolute use and 
benefit ; and that an annuity or yearly sum of 
50#. shall be paid thereout to the Secretary, for 
the time being, of the said Academy, Society, 
or Association, for Us own absolute use and 
benefit, on condition that such Secretary 
shall attend the meetings qf my trustees , 
and keep in a book, to be preserved by 
them, a regular account of all the fro - 
ceedings .* such two last-uientioned annual sums 
to be payable on the fiat day of January in every 
year, and the first payment to be made on the 
first day of January in tbe year succeeding that 
i & which By said wife tall die or many* asta 
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worksfor exhibition, and said, ‘‘ There’s for it well deserves It.” Often after- 
t fine, a very fine busto ; let the man wards, when desired to model a bust, 
who made it be known — remove one of the same excellent judge would say, in 
my busts and put this one in its place, his most persuasive manner, “ Go to 


may be; and neither of Mich annual rams 
to be appoitionable for a broken part of a year ; 
and the clear rendne of the same monies shall 
be laid out by the President and other members 
composing inch Connell, for the time being, of 
the Royal Academy, or of such other society 
or aaweiation as aforesaid, when and as they 
tall think it expedient, in the purchase of 
Works ok Fins Art or tub highbst 

MKB1T IN PAINTING AMD SCULPTURE that 

can be obtained, either already executed or 
which may hereafter be executed by artists of 
any nation, provided such artists shall have 
actually raided in Great Britain during the 
aerating and completing of such works, it 
being my express direction that no work of art, 
whether executed by a decerned or living artist, 
■hall be purchased, unless ibe same shall have 
been entirely executed within the Shorrs or 
Grist Brits in. And my will further is, that 
ia making such purchases preference shall, on all 
occasions, be given to works of the highest 
merit that can be obtained, and that the prices 
to be paid for the same shall be liberal, and 
•ball be wholly in the discretion of the Presi- 
dent and Council of the Royal Academy , or 
9f such other society or association as (fore- 
told. And my will further is, that such Presi- 
dent and Council, in making tbeir decision, 
•hail hare regard solely to the intrisnic merit 
of the works in question , and not permit 
say feeling of sympathy for an artist or bis 
family, by reason of bis or their clrcnmstances 
or otherwise, to influence them. And I do 
hereby further direct, that such President ami 
Coandl shall not be in any manner obliged to 
lay oat and expend in every or any one year, 
either the whole or any part of the monies so 
paid over tn them for the purpose aforesaid, or 
any accumulations that may arise therefrom, but 
that the same respectively may, from time to 
time, be reserved and accumulated for a period 
not exceeding five successive years, if such 
President and Council shall see occasion. And 
I do exprasty declare my will and mind to be, 
that no commissions or orders for die execu- 
tionof works to be afterwards purchased as 
aforesaid, shall at any time be given by such 
President and Connell to any artist or artists 
whomsoever. And l father declare ray wiiJ to 
be, that the President and Council of the Royal 
Academy, or of such other society or association 
« aforesaid, do and shall within the succeeding 
ytar next after any work shall have been por- 
c based by them as aforesaid, cause the same to 
be publicly exhibited for the period of one 
calendar month at the least, in the annual 
exhibition of the Royal Academy, or in some 
important public exhibition of Fine Arts, the 
*une to be selected by such President and 
Coandl, subject to such regulations as they shall 
think ft and proper. And I direct that the 
said works tail be selected by the decision of a 
majority of the members of the Council for the 
time being of the Royal Academy, or of such 
other society or association as aforesaid, the 
President thereof having in such selection one 
▼<*a as a member of the Council, and a casting 
▼ole sa President thereof. And I do hereby 
expressly direct, that after every purchase shall 
have been made by such Council, the names of 


those members of the Conncil who shall have 
sanctioned or opposed such purchase shall be 
entered In some book to be kept for that pur- 
pose, which book shall at all times remain open 
for the inspection and reference of all the mem- 
bers of the Royal Academy, or of such other 
society or association as aforesaid, and of the 
trustees or trustee tor the time being of this my 
will. And it is my wish and intention, that the 
works of Art so purchased as aforesaid, shall be 
collected for the purpose of forming and esta. 
bibbing a public National Collrction 
op British Fink Art in Painting and 
Sculpture executed within the shores of 
Great Britain, in the confident expectation that, 
whenever the collection shall become or be con- 
sidered of sufficient importance, the government 
or the country will provide a suitable and 
proper building or accommodation for their 
preservation and exhibition as the property of 
the nation, free of all charges whatever on 
my estate. And it is my wish that my trustee* 
or trustee, for the time being, and the President 
and Council Of the Royal Academy, or of inch 
other society or association as aforesaid, shall use 
their best endeavours to carry ray object into 
proper effect. But I expressly direct, that no 
part of ray residuary pure personal estate, or of 
ibe annual income thereof, shall be appropriated 
in acquiring any depositary or receptacle what- 
ever, for the aforesaid works of Art, otherwise 
than in providing a place of temporary deposit 
and security whenever needful, and in defraying 
those expenses which shall be absolutely required 
for the necessary preservation of the said works 
of Art, so long as they shall remain in such 
place of temporary deposit. And in case the 
Royal Academy and such other society or also- 
elation as aforesaid, if any, shall be dissolved or 
cease to act for the purposes aforesaid, I do 
hereby direct, that the trustees or trustee for the 
time being of this my will, shall endeavour to 
obtain tbe authority and sanction of Parliament 
to some proper scheme fur the future applica- 
tion of the annual income of my residuary pure 
personal estate, such scheme being in strict 
accordance with my intention hereinbefore ex- 
pressed, vix., that such income shall be for ever 
devoted towards the encouragement of Fine Art 
in Painting and Sculpture executed within the 
shores of Great Britain. And {it is my earnest 
request, that my said wife do, with all con- 
venient speed after my decease, apply for and 
endeavour to obtain an Act of Parliament 
settling, or authorising her to settle, the said 
freehold and copyhold hereditaments, and other 
real and mixed estate to which she may be- 
come entitled under this my will, or so much 
thereof as shall remaiu after defraying the ex- 
penses of applying for and obtaining such Act 
of Parliament and making such settlement, upon 
the same trusts as are hereinbefore declared 
concerning my residuary pore personal estate, 
but not so as to doable or otherwise Increase all 
or any of Che annual or other rams hereinbefore 
made payable thereout, but so nevertheless that 
my said wife may have a life interest therein, 
or in such part thereof as die may desire. 
Nevertheless, ( declare, that no forfeiture shall 
be occasioned by want of such Act of Parfia- 
meot, bet that, in cbm the seme should not be 
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Chantrey, he’s the man for a bust— 
he’ll make a good bust of you ; I always 
recommend him.” He did recommend 
him ; and sat to Chantrey for his own 


obtained, tlie same freehold and copyhold here- 
ditaments, and other real and mixed estate, 
shall go and be held and enjoyed under this 
my will, in the same way as if no soch request 
had been contained in relation thereto. And I 
do hereby nominate and appoint my said wife, 
Mary Ann Chantrey, and the said Charles 
Stokes, George Jones, and Charles Hampden 
Turner, executrix and executors of this rny 
will. But 1 hereby declare, that if either of my 
said executors shall be indebted to me at the 
lime of my decease, such debt or debts shall 
not be extinguished by reason of his being so 
appointed an executor. [Here follow clauses to 
authorise the trustees to act in cases where he 
himseir held property in trust, and, in case of 
death, Arc., to appoint new trustees, &c.] And 
it is my earnest wish, that such appointment be 
made within three calendar months next after 
the happening of any such vacancy as aforesaid, 
and that the number of three trustees may be 
kept up during the lifetime and widowhood of 
my said wife, and that after her decease the 
trustees be increased to five, by adding to the 
number of three the President and Treasurer 
for tbe time being of the Royal Academy, or of 
such other society or association as aforesaid, so 
that the number of five trustees, always in- 
cluding such President and Treasurer, shall 
thenceforth be kept up, fee. [Clauses for in- 
vesting new trustees with full power.] Aod I 
direct that every trustee who shall be appointed 
under tbe power hereinbefore contained (ex- 
cepting tbe President and Secretary of the Royal 
Academy, or of such other society or association 
as aforesaid) shall upon his appointment receive 
one clear sum of 100/. sterling, to be retained 
out or the income of my residuary pure personal 
estate for the current year in which any such 
appointment shall take place, tbe same sura to 
be some remuneration for the trouble imposed 
upon such new appointed trustee. [Here follow 
the customary clauses for the legal discharge, 
reimbursement, and security of the trustees.] 
In witness whereof I, the said Sir Francia 
Chantrey, tbe testator, have to this my last will 
and testament. See., set my hand, this thirty-first 
day of December, in the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and forty. — F. 
Chantrey. — Signed, published, &c. — Wit- 
nesses, John Walter, 4, Symond’s Inn, Attorney- 
at-law, Rose Mary Walter, 47, Ebnry Street, 
Pimlico, Spinster. 

This is a codicil to the last will and testa- 
ment of roe. Sir Francis Chantrey, of, &c. — 
Whereas, in and by my said will, 1 have 
directed, that in case my friend and assistant, 
Allan Cunningham, shall be acting aa my assist- 
ant at tbe time of my decease, it is ray wish 
that my executors should engage his services to 
assist in the completion of the works therein 
referred to, and generally in the adjustment of 
my professional affairs, at such stipend or other 
usual remuneration as be may be in receipt of 
from me at the time of my decease ; and upon 
tbe completion of the said works, and the 
winding np of my professional affairs, in case tbe 
said Allan Cunningham shall superintend the 
lame to the satisfaction, in all respects, of my 
fatcfttort> end shall be living el the above 


bnet. In the same year Chantrey 
became the successful candidate for 
a statue of George III. for the City of 
London. This was his first statue, and 


period of completion, I have given and be- 
queathed unto the said A. Cunningham tbe hoi 
of 2,000/. sterling, free IVom legacy duty, but 
without any interest in the meautime. Now 1 
do hereby, in addition to the said sum of ifiOOl. 
so given to him, give and bequeath to him, tbe 
said Allan Cnnningham, one annuity or char 
yearly ram of 100/. for and during the term of 
his natural life, payable quarterly out of tbe 
rents or interest and dividends of the leasehold 
and other property hereinafter mentioned, given 
and bequeathed by my said will to my wife, 
Mary Ann Chantrey. And after tbe decease of 
the said Allan Cunningham, I give and bequeath 
a like annuity or clear yearly sum of 100 1. to 
Jean Cunningham, the now wife of the said 
Allan Cunningham, for and daring the term of 
her natural life, payable quarterly out of tbe 
rents or interest ana dividends of tbe leasehold 
and other property hereinafter mentioned, gives 
and bequeathed by my said will to my said 
wife. And whereas, as to all those leasehold 
messuages or tenements and hereditaments sitoste 
in Lower Belgrave Place and Eccleston Street, 
Ac. &c., and all the rest and residue of my 
present and ftiture real and mixed estate of what 
nature and kind soever, I have primarily sub- 
jected and charged tbe same to and with tbe 
payment and satisfaction thereout of all my just 
debts, dec., in addition to the aforesaid charges 
thereon, 1 ftirlher charge all and singular the 
same leasehold hereditaments and premises and 
real securities, and the principal and interest 
due thereon, and the residue of my real estate, 
and other the premises lastly hereinbefore men- 
tioned, with the payment of the said several 
annuities hereby given and bequeathed to tbe 
said Allan Cunningham and Jean Cunningham 
his wife, it being ray will and intention that all 
my other personal estate shall be wholly ex- 
onerated from tbe aforesaid payments or any of 
them ; and subject and charged as aforesaid, I 
give and bequeath all and singolar tbe same 
leasehold hereditaments and premises and real 
securities, and the principal and interest doe 
thereon, and the residue of my real estate, aod 
other the premises lastly hereinbefore mentioned 
unto and to the use of my said wife, Mary Ann 
Chantrey, her heirs, executors, administrators, 
and assigns absolutely, to and for her and their 
own use and benefit. And in all other respects 
I ratify and confirm my said will. In witness 
whereof, I, the said Sir Francis Chantrey, have to 
this codicil to my said will set my hand this 
third day of November, in the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and forty-one.— F. 
Chantrey. — Signed, published, Stc. — Wit- 
nesses, John Walter, Attomey-at-Law, 4, Sy- 
mond’s Inn, Rose Mary Walter, 47, Ebnry Street 
Pimlico. 

Proved at London, with a codioil, the 15th 
of December, 1841, before tbe Worshipful Ro- 
bert Josaph Fhillimore, Doctor of Laws aod 
Surrogate, by the oaths of Dame Mary Ann 
Chantrey, widow, the relict, Charles Stokes, 
Esq., George Jones, Esq., and Charles Hamp- 
den Turner, Esq., tbe executors, to whom ad- 
ministration was granted, having been first sworn 
duly to administer. 
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it is at once easy and dignified. He 
do* rose rapidly in public estimation, 
sod in the following five years executed 
basts of roost of the leading public 
men. In 1817* then newly made an 
Associate of the Royal Academy, be 
executed his celebrated performance 
“ The Sleeping Children, >* now in 
Lichfield cathedral. There is not a 
more exquisite group in the whole 
range of modern sculpture than Chant- 
ray's Two Children, the daughters of 
the Rev. W. Robinson, in Lichfield 
cathedra). The sisters lie asleep in 
each other's arms, in the most uncon- 
strained and graceful repose. The 
snowdrops which the youngest had 
plucked are undropped from her hand, 
and both are images of artless beauty, 
and innocent and unaffected grace. 
Such was the press to see these chil- 
dren in the exhibition, that there was 
no getting near them ; mothers, with 
tears in their eyes, lingered, and went 
away, and returned, while Canova's 
now far-famed figures of Hebe and 
Terpsichore stood almost unnoticed by 
their side* Orders now crowded in 
upon biro as they were never known to 
crowd before upon a British sculptor. 
In 1816 be was elected an Associate 
of the Royal Academy, and an Acade- 
mician in 1818. In the latter year he 
exhibited a bust of John Rennie, the 
engineer, one of his most admirable 
heads, and that exquisite little statue at 
Woburn, of Lady Louisa Russell, the 
present Marchioness of Abercorn. The 
child stands on tiptoe, with a face of 
the most exquisite and arch expression, 
proud with delight of the dove which 
•he fondles in her bosom* All who 
have been at Woburn will recollect this 
little figure ; but the trays of the Italian 
boys have given it a wider, and only its 
deserved celebrity. Prom this period 
Chantrey obtained an European cele- 
brity ; and there is scarcely a personage 
of eminence in any rank or profession 
who has not been perpetuated in the 
works of this great artist : a list of his 
busts and statues were a catalogue of 
cotemporary worthies. When the Mar- 
quess Camden was elected Chancellor of 
the University of Cambridge, Chantrey 
was made an honorary M.A., and he 
received from William IV. the honour 
of knighthood, in 1835. A Baronetcy 
was offered him, but refused, on the 
ground that he had no one to succeed 
him in the honour. Sir Francis died of 


a spasm of the heart, which, upon his 
body being opened, was found to be 
partially ossified [see Coroner’s In* 
quest in the Chronicle]. Sir Francis 
Chantrey was about five feet seven 
inches high, of a stout make, and one 
of the most active and vigorous men of 
his time, but latterly inclined to cor- 
pulence. His head and face were very 
fine ; his eyes round and lustrous, one 
useless for vision, but in no way appa- 
rently different from its fellow. He 
had been bald from an early age. His 
voice was agreeable, his conversation 
humorous and sarcastic by turns, and 
always animated. He had mixed much 
with the world, and knew it better by 
experience than by books. Chantrey 
possessed a very choice and exquisite 
cabinet of sculpture, antiques, medal* 
lions, &c. Many of these he purchased 
at public sales. It was an appropriate 
and affecting, though unpremeditated 
circumstance, that his dead body lay, 
at the Coroner’s inquest, amidst many 
of the finest forms of the ancient sculp- 
tors, of which be bad collected the best 
casts that could be procured. The 
mortal remains of this celebrated sculp- 
tor were consigned to their resting- 
place at his native village, on the 6th 
of December. 

26. At Genoa, in her 45th year, the 
Right Hon. Louisa Elizabeth Countess 
of Durham. Her Ladyship was the 
eldest daughter of Earl Grey, K.G., by 
the Hon. Mary Elizabeth Ponsonby, 
only daughter of William Brabazon 
first Lord Ponsonby, and married in 
1816, John George Earl of Durham, 
(then Mr. Lambton). The noble Earl 
died in 1840, leaving his entire property 
and the charge of his family to the 
Countess, who yielded herself with en- 
tire devotion to the duty: it has, how- 
ever, pleased Providence to remove her 
ere her task bad well begun. 

— At Dublin, Sir Thomas Molyneux, 
the fifth Baronet, of Castle Dillon, co* 
Armagh (1730), General in the Army. 

30. In Hyde Park Gardens, in his 
52nd year, Sir George Henry Freeling, 
bart., eldest son of the late Sir Francis 
Freeling, bart., Secretary of the General 
Post Office. Under him Sir Henry 
acted as Assistant Secretary for twenty 

ears ; and shortly after the death of 

is father, In 1836, he was appointed a 
Commissioner of Customs, which ap- 
pointment he held at the time of hit 
decease. 
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Lately . In France, M. Audouin, a 
distinguished Member of the Academy 
of Sciences, especially attached to the 
Agricultural Section, Professor of En- 
tomology at the Museum of Natural 
History, and author of many works on 
Zoology, of which his “ Memoirs on the 
Insects most destructive to Agricultural 
Produce,” are much esteemed. M. 
Audouin died at the early age of 44. 


DECEMBER. 

). At his house, in Finsbury -square, 
In his 66th year, George Birkbeck 
M.D., President of the London Me- 
chanics’ Institute. Dr. Birkbeck was 
the son of a merchant and banker of 
considerable eminence at Settle, in 
Yorkshire, where he was born on the 
10th Jan. 1776. After studying for the 
medical profession at Leeds, he removed 
to London, where he had the good for- 
tune to become a pupil of the celebrated 
Dr. Baillie, whose friendship he re- 
tained until the end of that illustrious 
man's career. He then, to complete 
bis education, repaired to Edinburgh, 
where he formed a friendship with 
Brougham, Horner, Jeffrey, &c. Before 
the 22nd year of his age* be was ap- 
pointed Professor of Natural Philosophy 
in the Andersonian Institution of Glas- 
gow. # Dr. Birkbeck had practised for 
many years as a physician in the city 
of London and enjoyed a considerable 
share of reputation. Dr. Birkbeck had, 
at an early period of his life, established 
a mechanics 1 class at Glasgow, which 
sms so successful as to Induce him, in 
the year 1822, to found the London 
Mechanics’ Institution in Chancery- 
lane, to which society he nobly lent the 
sum of 3,000/. to enable them to erect 
a theatre suitable for the purpose of 
delivering lectures, &c«, ana of which 
be Was elected President. From this, 
the parent Institution, various other 
similar societies have been established* 
With more or less success, in almost 
every considerable town in Great Bri- 
tain. Dr. Birkbeck was mild and 
equable in his temper and disposition, 
benevolent in spirit, and possessing 
great suavity of manners. He spoke 
with singular neatness and fluency; and 
bis Ideas were as dear as his language. 
Whenever he appeared among tne me- 
chanics, he was welcomed as a hither 
and friend ; he was highly appreciated 


by a very large circle of private friends, 
and was held in great esteem by the 
most eminent public literary and scien- 
tific men of the day. 

10. At the Adelphi hotel, Liverpool, 
aged 56, Philip Courtenay, esq., Queen’s 
Counsel, and a Bencher of the Inner 
Temple, Mr. Courtenay was a member 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, where 
he graduated B.A. 1805, M.A. 1808. 
He was called to the Bar at the Inner 
Temple, July 1, 1808; and afterwards 
attended the Common Law Courts, and 
went the Northern Circuit. He also 
received the appointment of standing 
counsel to the Mint. He was promoted 
to the rank of Queen’s Counsel in Hilary 
Vacation, 1833. In the last Parliament 
of 1837-1841, he sat for the borough of 
Bridgewater, and advocated Tory prin- 
ciples. His death took place under cir- 
cumstances of a peculiarly distressing 
character. [8ee Chronicle.] 

— In Guildford-street, aged 84, 
Samuel Birch, esq,, formerly a distin- 
guished member of the Corporation of 
London. 

1 1 . At Fanning Woods, in Rocking- 
ham Forest, Northamptonshire, Lady 
Anne Fitzpatrick. This lady, and her 
younger sister, Lady Gertrude Fitz- 
patrick, were the two last surviving 
members of the family of Fitzpatrick, 
Barons and Earls of Upper Ossory. 

— At Mellerstain House, co. Rox- 
burgh, aged 78, George Baillie, esq., of 
Meilerstain and Jerviswood, heir pre- 
sumptive to the earldom of Haddington. 
Mr. Baillie represented In Parliament 
the county of Berwick from 1796 to 
1818. 

14. At her house in Molesworth* 
street* Dublin, at an advanced age, 
Lady Elizabeth Matbew, of Tbomas- 
town Castle* co. Tipperary, the last de- 
scendant of the family which bore the 
title of Llandaff. Francis James, second 
Earl of Llandaff, and K.P., died without 
issue in 1833 ; when the estates devolved 
upon his only sister, Lady Elizabeth. 
They now devolve on Louis William, 
Vico rote de Rohan Chabot, K.C.H.. 
aide-de-camp to the King of the French, 
and formerly a Major-General In the 
British service. 

15. At bis residence at Brighton, In 
his 83rd year, the Right Hon. John 
Fane, tenth Earl of Westmoreland. Hi* 
Lordship was born on the 1st Jan. 1769* 
and having passed through the usual 
routine of school and college education* 
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he was married, on tbe 20th May, 1782, 
to Sarah Anne, only child of Robert 
Child, esq., of Osterley-park, Middle- 
sex, tbe head of the great banking-house 
in Fleet-street, who bequeathed the bulk 
of bit property to the eldest daughter 
of tbe deceased Earl. Lady Sarah Sophia 
Fane, married to the present Earl of 
Jersey. By his first wife Lord West- 
moreland had four daughters and two 
soot, of whom one son and two daugh- 
ters survive. His Lordship became a 
widower on the 9th of November 1793, 
and remained seven years unmarried. 
On the 24th of March 1800, he espoused 
Jane, the second daughter and co-heir 
of Mr. Richard Huck Saunders, M.D., 
and sister of the Viscountess Melville. 
By this second marriage the noble Earl 
had issue three sons and one daughter, 
of whom three survive, namely, the 
daughter and two of the sons ; the 
second Countess survives. The noble 
Bari succeeded to his title and estates 
in the twenty-fifth year of his age, on 
the death of his father, the ninth Earl. 
The administration of the Irish Go- 
vernment was committed to his charge 
by Mr. Pitt, at a period quite as event- 
ful at any that have since occurred, and 
demanding as much prudence and skill 
••a chief governor could be called on to 
tttreite. His Lordship undertook the 
office of Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland in 
the month of January 1790, and con- 
tinued to fill it for five years. Lord 
Westmoreland did not long remain out 
of the public service. He became a 
member of the Cabinet in two years 
•forwards (1707)» holding the office of 
lord Privy Seal, which he retained till 
ths death of Mr. Pitt gave to the Whigs 
i six months 4 tenure of power. In 1807 
he resumed his former situation of Lord 
PHvy Seal, and continued to hold it till 
die retirement from office of tbe late 
lord Liverpool broke up the last Mi- 
nistry to which the application of Tory 
U strictly applicable, and made way for 
the coalition which Mr. Canning at that 
lime formed with the Whigs, the dura- 
tion of which was so brief, and the in- 
fluence of which on public affairs is so 
Mule remembered, ITie noble Earl was 
• Knight of the Garter, and Lord- Lieu* 
tenant of Northamptonshire, in which 
his estates are principally situated ; be 
tie also Recorder of Lyme Regis ; but 
for many years past declined any atten- 
tion to public affairs, which be could 
with propriety avoid, for the infirmities 


inseparable from his advanced age ren- 
dered him naturally averse to any exer- 
tion which a strict sense of duty did not 
actually impose. The Earl is succeeded 
in his titles and the entailed estates by 
his eldest aon, Lord Burgherah, now 
eleventh Earl of Westmoreland, a Lieu- 
tenant-General, many years Minister 
Plenipotentiary at the Court of Tuscany, 
and now Ambassador to the Court of 
Prussia. 

— At the Linnean Society’s apart- 
ments, Soho-square. in his 42nd year, 
David Don, esq., Professor of Botany 
in King’s College, London. He was the 
second 6on of Mr. George Don, the 
curator of the Royal Botanic Garden in 
Leith Walk, near Edinburgh. About 
twenty-five years ago he came to Lon- 
don, carrying with him an introduction 
from a friend to the celebrated botanist, 
Mr. Robert Brown. Through his power- 
ful recommendation he was successively 
appointed Keeper of the Lambertian 
Herbarium ana Librarian of the Lin- 
nean Society. In 1821 be accompanied 
his early friend to Paris, and there 
formed acquaintance with Some of the 
most eminent continental naturalists, 
amongst whom were Humboldt, Cuvier, 
and Delessert. Mr. Don’s Prodomus 
Florae Nepaulensis, and various excel- 
lent papers In the Unnean Transactions, 
having brought him prominently into 
notice in the botanical world, he was 
chosen Professor of Botany in King’s 
College, London ; and he may be said 
to have fallen a martyr to his sense of 
duty as a lecturer, for he resolutely 
delayed to the end of the session an 
operation recommended by Sir B. 
Brodie, by whom his life might have 
been saved, and it was then found to 
be too late. 

— At his residence. High Beech, 
Essex, aged 96, William 8t« Julie n 
Arabia, esq., serjeant-at-law, one of the 
Judges of the Central Criminal Court* 
and Judge of the Sheriff's Court in 
London, Deputy Judge Advocate, and 
one of the Verderers of the forests of 
Epping and Hainanlt Mr. 8erjeent 
Arabin was the Only surviving son of 
the late General Arabia, at whose de- 
mise he succeeded to extensive estates 
in Middlesex and Essex. He was called 
to the Bar at the Inner Temple May 8, 
1801, when he selected the Home Cir- 
cuit, and practised at the Old Bailey 
and other metropolitan sessions. He 
was called to the degree of Seijemn4-at- 

Digitized by Google 



240 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 

DEATHS— Dec. 

law in Easter Term 1824; and about aged 64, Lord Douglas Gordon Hally* 


the same time was selected to fill the 
office of Deputy Judge Advocate of the 
army. On the 24th Nov. 1838, he suc- 
ceeded Mr. Cutlar Fergusson as Judge 
Advocate General of the army ; which 
office, however, he only retained to the 
following February, when be retired to 
make room for Sir George Grey; re- 
taining his former place as Deputy 
Judge Advocate. When the “ New 
Court’’ in London was erected, about 
fourteen years ago, Mr. Serjeant Arabin 
was elected as the third civic judge, to 
act in concert with the Recorder and 
Common Seijeant ; and on the jurisdic- 
tion of the Central Criminal Court being 
established he was made a commissioner, 
and he continued indefatigable in the 
discharge of his judicial duties down to 
the close of the October sessions, after 
which severe illness prevented him from 
resuming them. 

— At Malta, Edward Jacob, esq., 
M.A., Fellow of Gonvilleand Caius Col- 
lege, Cambridge, one of her Majesty’s 
Counsel, and a Bencher of Lincoln’s 
Inn. Mr. Jacob was one of the most 
distinguished members and ornaments 
of the Chancery Bar. He was the senior 
wrangler of his year, 1816, and, we be- 
lieve, took other University honours. 
He attained the degree of M.A. in 
1819, and was called to the bar at Lin- 
coln’s Inn on the 28th June in that 
year. Mr. Jacob edited, in conjunction 
with Mr. Walker, two volumes of Re- 
ports of Cases in the Court of Chancery 
during the time of Lord Chancellor 
Eldon, commencing Trinity Term 1819. 
These were followed up by himself alone 
by another volume of similar Reports, 
commencing Easter Term 1821, pub- 
lished in 1828. 

23. At his residence in Wigmore- 
street, in his 47th year, the Right Hon. 
Henry Frederick James, fifth Earl of 
Egmont, Viscount Perceval (in Ire- 
land), and fourth Baron Lovell and 
Holland (in England). The deceased 
peer was great grandson of John, second 
Earl of Egmont (First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty in the Ministry which succeeded 
Lord Bute’s in 1763), who was father, 
by a second marriage, of the late Lord 
Arden and the Right Hon. Spencer Per- 
ceval. Dying unmarried his titles have 
devolved upon his cousin, the Right 
Hon. George James Lord Arden, a 
captain in the navy. 

2 6. At Warren’s Hotel, Regent-st,, 


burton, a Deputy-Lieutenant of For- 
farshire, and late M.P. for that county ; 
half-brother to the Marquess of Huntly. 
He was the only son by the second mar- 
riage of George fourth Earl of Aboyne, 
with Lady Mary Douglas, daughter of 
James fourteenth Earl of Morton, and 
Agatha, daughter of James Hallyburton, 
of Pitcur. On the death of his cousin, 
the Hon. Hamilton Douglas Hally- 
burton, of Pitcnr, in 1784, he succeeded 
to his extensive property in the county 
of Forfar, and in consequence assumed 
the name and arms of Hallyburton of 
Pitcur. The Hon. D. G. Hallyburton 
was first returned to Parliament for For- 
farshire, on Whig principles, in 1831, 
and he continued to represent that 
county, until the last election in 1841. 

27. At his residence. Mount Anville, 
near Dublin, aged 48, John Beatty 
West, esq., Q ueen ’ 8 Counsel, M.P. for 
that city. 

— At his villa at Petersham, at an 
advanced age, Vice-Admiral Sir G. 
Scott, K.C.B. He had seen much ser- 
vice during the last war, and he attained 
the rank of Vice-Admiral of the White 
Squadron on the 10th of January, 1837. 
On the 13th of September, 1831, he 
was nominated a K.C.B. Sir George 
married in 1810, the Hon. Caroline 
Lucy Douglas, second daughter of the 
late and sister to the present Lord 
Douglas, of Douglas. 

28. At Merton House, near Berwick- 
upon-Tweed, in his 84th year, the Right 
Hon. Hugh Scott, fourth Baron Pol- 
warth, in the peerage of Scotland (1690), 
a Deputy Lieutenant of the Counties of 
Roxburgh and Selkirk. His Lordship 
was the only son of Walter Scott, of 
Harden, co. Berwick, esq., M.P. for Rox- 
burghshire, and Receiver and Cashier 
of the Excise in Scotland, by Lady 
Diana Hume, third and youngest daugh- 
ter of Hugh third Earl of March mont 
and Baron Polwarth. Hugh Earl of 
Marchmont executed an entail of bis 
estates in 1790, whereby the issue of 
his daughter. Lady Diana, by her then 
husband, Mr. Scott, were specially ex- 
cluded from the inheritance. The claim 
of Mr. Scott, of Harden, however, to 
the title of Baron Polwarth, as son of the 
only daughter of the last Earl that left 
surviving issue, was admitted by the 
House of Peers in June, 1836. Lord 
Polwarth married Henrietta, daughter 
of Hans Moritz Count Bruhl, of Saxony, 



Digitized by Google 


APPENDIX TO CHRONICLE. 241 

DEATHS— Dec. 


and Envoy from* the court of Dresden 
to Great Britain. 

29. At Tregothnan, Cornwall, after a 
few days' illness, in his 55th year, the 
Right Hon. Edward Boscawen, Earl of 
Falmouth (1821), fourth Viscount Fal- 
mouth and Baron Boscawen- Rose, co. 
Cornwall (1720). His Lordship was 
the elder son of George Evelyn, the 
third Viscount, by Elizabeth Anne, 
only daughter of John Crewe, of Boles- 
worth Castle, in Cheshire, esq. He 
succeeded to the peerage when in his 
2lst year, on the death of his father, 
Feb. 14th, 1808, being at that time an 
Ensign in the Coldstream guards ; and 
was advanced to an Earldom, at the 
coronation of George IV., by patent 
dated July 9, 1821. 

Lately . The Dictator of Paraguay, 
Dr. Jose Gaspar Francia, whose death 
has been repeatedly rumoured, has at 
length closed his extraordinary career ; 
the place and exact date of his decease 
are not known. This extraordinary 
character was the son of a French, or 
more probably a Portuguese settler, by 
a Creole lady. He was originally in- 
tended for the church, and received an 
excellent education at the University of 
Cordova de Tucuman. Theology, how- 
ever, proving unsuited to his taste, he 
turned to the more congenial study of 
the law. In this his proud and lofty 
bearing, his unbounded eloquence, and 
his fearless and undaunted character, 
raised him to the height of popularity ; 
at this period of his life he seems to 
have combined the noblest qualities of 
the scholar and the gentleman, without 
the slightest tinge of those peculiarities 
which darken his subsequent career. 
When the Portuguese colonies asserted 
their independence, Dr. Francia highly 
distinguished himself, and by vigour 
*nd policy raised himself to the Joint 
Consulship of the infant Republic : this 
be speedily converted into a Dictator- 
ship (in 1813) by the deposition of his 
colleague Yegros, a mere legislative 
simpleton. From this moment he go- 
verned with the most absolute power, 
a gloomy, solitary, suspicious despot — 
yet no mean tyrant. Retired to a small 
and wretchedly furnished cottage, with- 
out any other attendant than his sister, 
with no ostensible guards or retinue, 


Francia governed Paraguay as no other 
state of South America was ruled ; while 
civil war and convulsion distracted 
every neighbouring state, Paraguay, 
under its extraordinary ruler, enjoyed 
the profoundest peace, and recovered 
itself from the effects of the civil wars. 
Dr. FranciVs seclusive policy, however, 
though admirably adapted for the tem- 
porary tranquillity of the state, could 
never develope its resources, or ulti- 
mately promote its prosperity ; his 
death, therefore, will add this rich and 
well-watered country to the other civi- 
lised nations of the earth. 

— AtSt.Peter8burgh,in his 71st year, 
Admiral Sir George Montague Hamilton. 
This officer, who attained a high rank 
in the Russian service, was originally in 
the British navy, in which lie entered a 
midshipman, under Admiral Digby, on 
board a frigate on the North American 
station ; in which also the late Duke of 
Clarence commenced his career. Sub- 
sequently he served in the Rotterdam , 
of 50 guns, captured from the enemy ; 
and afterwards in the Magnificent , 74. 
From this ship he entered the Swedish 
service, the Northern Powers being then 
engaged in hostilities; but peace being 
soon concluded, he went with strong 
letters of recommendation from the 
Ambassador at Stockholm to the Rus- 
sian Court; and entering their naval 
service was immediately appointed cap- 
tain of a frigate, though no more than 
21 years of age, and compelled at 
first, from want of knowledge of the 
language, to communicate his orders 
through an interpreter. He afterwards 
served in the Caspian, Black Sea, Me- 
diterranean, and Baltic ; and after being 
raised to the rank of Vice-Admiral, 
commanded the Baltic fleet. He was 
made Commodore in 1818, Rear-Admi- 
ral in 1826, and Vice-Admiral in 1830. 
He was a skilful navigator and good 
officer ; and was Knight of the Military 
Orders of St. Anne, 1st class; and 
of St. George, 3d class; and of that 
of St. Wladimir. For the last four or 
five years of his life he was member of 
the Auditoriat of the Russian Navy, 
a board of supervision with judicial 
powers, the duties of which are per- 
formed at St. Petersburgh. 
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TRIALS, LAW CASES, &c. 


Trial of James Thomas Earl 
of Cardigan, in the House 
of Lords, on the 16th day 
of February, 1841, for 
Felony.* 

The Lord Denman, in the ab- 
sence of the Lord Chancellor, en- 
tered the House in his robes, 
preceded by the Seijeant with the 
mace. Black Rod carrying the 
Lord High Steward’s staff, and 
Garter with his sceptre, and took 
his seat on the Woolsack, as Lord 
Speaker. 

After prayers the roll of Peers 
was called over by the Clerk As- 
sistant beginning with the junior 
Baron. 

The Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery and the Deputy Clerk 
of the Crown in the Queen’s 
Bench then made three reverences, 
and the Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery, on his knee, delivered 
the Commission to the Lord 
Speaker, who gave it to the 
Deputy Clerk of the Crown in 
the Queen’s Bench, who received 
it on his knee; both the clerks 
then retired, with like reverences, 
to the table. 


• The Address of the Attorney- 
General for the Crown is tsken from a 
corrected report in the “ Speeches &c. 
of Lord Campbell published by A. 
and C. Black, Edinburgh , the other 
proceedings are extracted from the Re- 
port published by order of the House 
of Peers. It has not been deemed 
essential to give the evidence which was 
merely corroborative of that of Thomas 
Hunt Dann. 


After proclamation made for 
silence, — 

Lord Speaker.— Let her Ma- 
jesty’s Commission be read, and 
let all persons rise and be un- 
covered while the same is read. 

The Commission was read bj 
the Deputy Clerk of the Crowr 
in the Queen's Bench, appointing 
Thomas Lord Denman as Lore 
High Steward. 

Then Garter and the GenUemai 
Usher of the Black Rod, havinj 
made their reverences, proceed© 
to the Woolsack, and having takei 
their places on the right hand c 
the Lord High Steward, bod 
holding the white staff, presente 
it on their knees to his Grace. 

His Grace then rose, and, hai 
ing made reverence to the throw 
took his seat in the chair of sta) 
placed on the upper step but ot 
of the throne, and delivered tl 
staff to the Gentleman Usher < 
the Black Rod. 

Proclamation for silence wi 
made by the Seijeant- at- Arms. 

The writ of Certiorari to r 
move the indictment, with tl 
return thereto, and the record < 
the indictment, were read by tl 
Deputy Clerk of the Crown i 
the Queen’s Beach. 

Proclamation was made by tf 
Seijeant-at-Arms for the Yeomfl 
Usher to bring Janies Thomas Ea 
of Cardigan to the bar. 

The Earl of Cardigan m 
brought to the bar by the Yeoma 
Usher, and on approaching it mac 
three reverences, and knelt ti 
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directed by the lord High Steward 
to rise ; then he made three reve<- 
reoces, one to his Grace the Lord 
High Steward* and one* to the 
Peers on either side, who returned 
the same ; his Lordship was then 
conducted to the stool provided for 
him withiq the bar* near to his 
Lordship's counsel* 

Lord High Steward.— «My Lord 
Cardigan, your Lordship stands at 
the bar charged with the offence 
of bring with a loaded pistol at 
Harvey Garnett Phipps Tuckett, 
with intent to murder him * in a 
second count you are charged with 
bring with intent (to maim and 
disable him ; and in a third count 
you are charged with bring with 
intent to do him some grievous 
bodily harm, Your Lordship will 
AOW be arraigned on that indict- 
ment. 

Then the Earl of Cardigan was 
arraigned by the Deputy Clerk of 
the Crown in the Queen’s Bench 
in the usual manner* 

Deputy Clerk of the Crown. **- 
How say you, my Lord, are you 
guilty of the felony with which 
you stand charged, or Not guilty ? 

Earl of Cardigan.— Not guilty, 
my Lords. 

Deputy Clerk of the Crown.— 
How will your Lordship be tried? 

Earl of Cardigan, — By my 
Peers. 

Deputy Clerk of the Crown.— 
God send your Lordship a good 
deliverance. 

His Grace the Lord High Stew- 
ard, by leave of the Court, re- 
moved to the table, preceded by 
Garter and Black Bod i mid his 
Grace being seated, Black Bod 
took his seat on a stool at the 
corner of the table on bis Grace’s 
right hand, hojdiug the white 
staff, Garter on a stool on Black 
Sod’s right, and the Seijeant at 
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the lower end pf the table on the 
same side. 

The Indictment having been 
stated by the Queen’s Counsel for 
the Crown, Sir John Campbell, 
Attorney- General, spoke as fol- 
lows 

My Lords, I have the honour 
to attend you upon this occasion 
as Attorney-General for her Ma- 
jesty, to lay before you the cir- 
cumstances of this case, — without 
any object or wish on my part, 
except that I may humbly assist 
your Lordships in coming to a 
right conclusion upon it according 
to its merits. 

My Lords, an indictment has 
been found against a Peer of the 
realm by a Grand Jury of the 
country, charging him with a 
felony, the punishment for which 
is transportation or imprisonment. 
That indictment has been removed 
before your Lordships, at die re- 
quest of the noble prisoner,— most 
properly made, — for an inferior 
court had no jurisdiction to try it. 
This charge being upon the face 
of it so serious, it would not have 
been satisfactory if it had gone 
off without any inquiry ; and the 
policeman, who was upon this oc- 
casion bound over to prosecute*, 
had fulfilled the condition of his 
recognisance by appearing at die 
Central Criminal Court and pre- 
ferring the indictment. 

My Lords, in the course of this 
trial it is possible that questions of 
magnitude upon the construction 
of Acte of Parliament, and respect- 
ing the privileges of the peerage, 
may arise, — which it is of great 
importance to this House, to the 
Crown, and to the community, 
should be deliberately discussed. 
According to all the precedents 
that can be found, whenever there 
has been a Peer tried in Parlia- 
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ment, the prosecution has been 
conducted by the law officers of 
the Crown. 

Fortunately, my Lords, we have 
no living memory upon this sub- 
ject. It is now sixty-four years 
since any proceeding of this sort 
has taken place ; and I am rejoiced 
to think, my Lords, that the charge 
against the noble prisoner at the 
bar does not imply any degree of 
moral turpitude, and that if he 
should be found guilty the con- 
viction will reflect no lasting dis- 
credit upon the illustrious order to 
which he belongs. But, my Lords, 
it seems to me that he clearly has 
been guilty of a breach of the 
statute law of the realm, which 
this and all courts of justice are 
bound to respect and enforce: 
Your Lordships are not sitting 
here as a Court of Honour, or as 
a branch of the Legislature ; your 
Lordships are sitting here as a 
Court of Justice, — bound by the 
rules of law, — and under a sanc- 
tion as sacred as that of an 
oath. 

My Lords, the indictment against 
the Earl of Cardigan is framed 
upon an Act of Parliament which 
was passed in the first year of the 
reign of her present Majesty Queen 
Victoria ; it charges his Lordship 
with having shot at Captain Har- 
vey Tuckett with the several in- 
tents that are set forth in the 
different counts. I think, ray 
Lords, that in opening the case to 
your Lordships, I shall best dis- 
charge my duty by presenting to 
you a brief history of the enact- 
ments of the legislature upon this 
subject. 

By the common law of England, 
where death did not ensue, no 
personal violence amounted to more 
thau a misdemeanour, and if the 
wounded party did not die within 


a year and a day no felony was 
committed. 

The first Act of Parliament 
that created a felony where death 
did not ensue was the fifth of 
Henry 4th, cap. 5, whereby cer- 
tain personal injuries without death 
were made felonies, but with bene- 
fit of clergy. Then, my Lords, 
came the Coventry Act, in the 
twenty-second and twenty-third of 
Charles 2nd, whereby any person 
lying in wait for, and wounding 
with intent to maim or disfigure, 
was guilty of felony, without bene- 
fit of clergy. Under both of those 
statutes no offence was committed 
unless a wound were inflicted ; and 
it was not until the ninth of 
George 1st, commonly called the 
Black Act, that an attempt upon 
life without wounding was made 
a felony. 

My Lords, by that Act of Par- 
liament it was enacted, that “ if 
any person shall wilfully and 
maliciously shoot at any person 
in any dwelling-house or other 
place/* he shall be guilty of 
felony, without benefit of clergy, 
although no wound were inflicted* 
But, my Lords, it was determined 
upon that statute (of which, in 
fairness to the noble prisoner, it is 
my duty to remind your Lord- 
ships), that unless the case was 
one in which, if death had ensued, 
it would have amounted to mur- 
der, no offence was committed. 
That was determined in the case 
of the King v. Gastineaux, which 
is reported in the first volume of 
Leach’s Crown Law, page 417. 
In that case the law was thus laid 
down: — “The offence charged in 
this indictment is described by the 
statute on which it is framed in 
very few and clear words, which 
are, ‘ That if any person or per- 
sons shall wilfully and maliciously 
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shoot at any person in any dwell- 
ing-house or other place, he shall 
be adjudged guilty of felony, with- 
out benefit of clergy.' The word 
maliciously is made to constitute 
the very essence of this crime j no 
act of shooting, therefore, will 
amount, under this statute, to a 
capital offence, unless it be accom- 
panied with such circumstances as 
in construction of law would have 
amounted to the crime of murder 
if death had ensued from such act. 
This proposition most clearly and 
unavoidably results from the legal 
interpretation of the word ma- 
liciously, as applied to this subject; 
for there is no species of homicide 
in which malice forms any ingre- 
dient but that of murder ; and it 
follows that neither an accidental 
shooting, nor a shooting in the 
transport of passion, excited by 
such a degree of provocation as 
will reduce homicide to the offence 
of manslaughter, are within the 
meaning of the statute ; for, from 
both of these cases the law ex- 
cludes every idea of malice." 

My Lords, the law continued 
on this footing until an Act of 
Parliament was passed in the forty- 
third year of the reign of King 
George 3rd, which is commonly 
called Lord Ellenborough's Act. 
That did not repeal the Black Act, 
but considerably extended its pro- 
visions ; and amongst other enact- 
ments it contains this : “ That if 
any person shall wilfully and ma- 
liciously and unlawfully shoot at 
any of his Majesty's subjects, with 
intent in so doing, or by means 
thereof, to murder or rob, or to 
maim, disfigure, or disable such 
his Majesty's subject or subjects, 
or with intent to do some other 
grievous bodily harm to such his 
Majesty's subject or subjects," he 
tball be guilty of felony, without 


benefit of clergy. This Act, how- 
ever, contains an express proviso, 
“ That if it shall appear, upon the 
trial of any person or persons in- 
dicted for the wilfully, maliciously, 
and unlawfully shooting at any of 
his Majesty’s subjects, that if death 
had ensued therefrom it would not 
have amounted to murder, die per- 
son indicted must be acquitted." 
Your Lordships will observe by 
this Act of Parliament it is a 
capital offence to shoot at, with 
intent to murder, or with intent 
to maim, disfigure, or disable, or 
do some grievous bodily harm, but 
that it is a case within the statute, 
only supposing that if death had 
ensued it would have amounted to 
the crime of murder. 

The next statute upon this sub- 
ject is the ninth of George 4th, 
cap. 21, which, I believe, is gene- 
rally called Lord Lansdowne’s Act; 
that noble Lord, as Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, 
having introduced it into Parlia- 
ment. It is intituled, “ An Act 
to Consolidate and Amend the Sta- 
tutes relating to Offences against 
the Person." It repeals the Black 
Act, and it repeals Lord Ellen- 
borough's Act, but it contains 
similar provisions to those of 
Lord Ellenborough's Act. By the 
eleventh section it is enacted, 
“ That if any person shall unlaw- 
fully and maliciously shoot at any 
person, with intent to murder, he 
shall suffer death as a felon and 
by the twelfth section it is enacted, 
“ That if any person unlawfully 
and maliciously shall shoot at any 
person, with intent to maim, dis- 
figure, or disable him, or do some 
other grievous bodily harm, he 
shall suffer death as a felon." But 
then, my Lords, this Act of Par- 
liament contained expreesly the 
same proviso as was inserted in 
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Lord Ellenborough's Act, that if, 
upon the trial, it shall turn out 
that if death had ensued, the case 
would not have amounted to mur- 
der, the prisoner shall be acquitted. 
It was still a capital offence to 
shoot at, with intent to murder, 
or with intent to maim, disfigure, 
or do grievous bodily harm, al- 
though no wound were inflicted. 

Things remained upon this foot- 
ing until the Act passed upon 
which this indictment is framed. 
This Act received the royal assent 
on the 17th of July, 1837. It is 
the first of Victoria, cap. 85, in- 
tituled, “An Act to Amend the 
Laws relating to Offences against 
the Person/' The preamble re- 
cites, “ Whereas it is expedient to 
amend so much of an Act passed 
in the ninth year of the reign of 
King George 4th, as relates to any 
person who shall unlawfully and 
maliciously shoot at any person 
with any of the intents therein 
mentioned." It repeals the ninth 
of George 4th, pro tanto ; and 
then by the second section, it 
enacts, “ That whosoever shall 
stab, cut, or wound any person, or 
shall, by any means whatsoever, 
cause to any person any bodily 
injury dangerous to life, with in- 
tent, in any of the cases aforesaid, 
to commit murder, shall be guilty 
of felony, and, being convicted 
thereof, shall suffer death." There- 
fore, to shoot at, and to give a 
wound dangerous to life, remains 
a capital offence ; but shooting at, 
where no wound is inflicted, is no 
longer a capital offence, and is a 
felony only, liable to be punished 
with transportation or imprison- 
ment, whether the intent be to 
commit murder, or to maim or 
disable, or do any other grievous 
bodily harm. 

By the third section it is enacted. 
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“ That whosoever shall shoot at 31 ^ 
any person, or shall, by drawing a *1“ 1 
trigger, or in any other manner, Z 
attempt to discharge any kind of I f¥ l 
loaded arms at any person, with lm 
intent in any of the cases afbre* 
said to commit the crime of tour- ! 
der, shall, although no bodily in- 
jury shall be effected, be guilty of 
felony, and, being con vie tea thereof, * ® 1 

shall be liable, at the discretion of 1 ! 

the Court, to be transported be- ^ 
yond the seas for the term of his 
or her natural life, or for any term 
not less than fifteen years, or to 
be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding three years.” Then, 
my Loras, by the fourth section 
it is enacted, “That whosoever '■& 

unlawfully and maliciously shall IHr 

shoot at any person, or by draw- '• -a 

ing a trigger attempt to discharge "djr 
any kind of loaded arms at any 
person, with intent to maim, dis- ^ 
figure, or disable such person, or 
to do some other grievous bodily 
harm to such person, he shall he 
guilty of felony, and, being con- n 
victed thereof, shall be liable" to 
the same punishment provided by 
the third section of the Act of ’k* 
Parliament. 

My Lords, this Act contains no 5trd> 
such proviso as you find in Lord 
Ellenborough's Act, or in that of 
the ninth of George 4th, — a efr- fe, 

cuntBtance which it will be mate- N 
rial for your Lordships to bear in 
mind when you come to deliberate >> 
upon the second and third counts 
of this indictment. | n. 

My Lords, I am happy to say 
that this indictment contains no 
count upon the capital charge. A 
wound was inflicted, but the pro- ^ 
secutor, very properly, has re- 
stricted the charge to firing at,— ^ i 
with different intents, — without 
alleging that a wound dangerous ^ 
to fife was inflicted. The tot 
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count of the indictment chargee 
that the Noble Lord shot at Cap- 
tain Tuckett with intent, in the 
language of the law, to commit 
the crime of murder ; the second 
count of the indictment charges 
his Lordship with the same act, 
with intent to maim and disable ; 
the third count charges him with 
the same act, with the intent to 
do some grievous bodily harm* 
Now, it will be for your Lordships 
to say whether, upon the facts 
which I shall shortly detail to you, 
and which I am instructed will he 
dearly made out in evidence, each 
and every one of these counts must 
not be considered as fully esta- 
blished. 

My Lords, upon the 12th day 
of September last, the Earl of 
Cardigan fought a duel with pis- 
tols, on Wimbledon Common, with 
Captain Harvey Tuckett, and 
wounded him at the second ex- 
change of shots. It will appear 
before your Lordships that at 
about five o'clock in the afternoon 
of that day two carriages were 
seen to come in opposite directions 
to the neighbourhood of Wimble- 
don Common, and a party alighted 
from each. It was evident to those 
who observed what was taking 
place that a duel was in contem- 
plation. The parties came to a 
part of Wimbledon Common be- 
tween the road that leads by Earl 
Spencer’s park and a windmill 
standing upon the top of the com- 
mon. The seconds first took pos- 
session of the ground, and made 
the usual preparations. The prin- 
cipals, the Earl of Cardigan and 
Captain Tuckett, were then placed 
at a distance of about twelve yards 
from each other : they exchanged 
shots without effect $ they received 
from their seconds each another 
pistol; they again fired, and Cap-* 


tain Tuckett was wounded by 
Lord Cardigan. There came up, 
almost immediately, Mr. Dann, 
who occupies the mill to which I 
have referred, and his son, with 
Sir James Auderson, a surgeon, 
who had been standing close by. 
The wound was examined ; it bled 
profusely; but most fortunately, 
and I believe no one rejoices in 
that more than the Earl of Cardi- 
an, it proved not to be of a 
angerous nature. The parties 
were all removed by the miller, 
who was a constable, and took 
them into custody. The wound 
was further examined at his house, 
and Sir James Anderson pressed 
that he might he at liberty to take 
Captain Tuckett to his house in 
London ; which was immediately 
acceded to, upon his promising to 
appear, when lie had recovered, 
before the magistrates. 

The miller retained the Earl of 
Cardigan, and his second. Captain 
Douglas, in custody. Captain 
Douglas was the second of the 
Earl of Cardigan, and Captain 
Wain wright the second of Cap- 
tain Tuckett. The Earl of Car- 
digan had still a pistol in his 
hand when the miller approached. 
There were two cases of pistols on 
the ground, one with the crest of 
the Earl of Cardigan upon it, 
which he claimed as being his 
property. The party were con- 
ducted before the magistrates at 
Wandsworth, and, upon alighting 
from his carriage, Lord Cardigan 
made use of thes^ words, “ I have 
fought a duel, and hit my man, I 
believe not seriously." He then, 
pointing to Captain Douglas, said, 
“ This gentleman is also a prisoner, 
and my second.” He was asked 
whether the person that he had 
hit was Captain Reynolds? upon 
which he said, “ Do vou think I 
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would condescend to fight with 
one of my own officers? His 
Lordship was compelled by the 
magistrates to enter into a recog- 
nizance to appear when called 
for, which he did from time to 
time, till at last the matter was sent 
to the Central Criminal Court. 

My Lords, the witnesses whom 
I shall call before you are the 
miller, his wife, and his son, with 
a policeman of the name of Busain, 
who was at the station-house, and 
who will speak to the declarations 
made by Lord Cardigan, and what 
then took place. 1 shall offer no 
evidence, and I can offer no evi- 
dence, before your Lordships, re- 
specting the origin of the quarrel. 
Captain Douglas is to take his 
trial for this offence ; he, as your 
Lordships would observe, is jointly 
indicted with the Earl of Cardi- 
gan. A bill of indictment was 
also preferred against Captain 
Tuckett and Captain Wainwright; 
it was thrown out by the Grand 
Jury, but, as your Lordships well 
know, they are still liable to be 
tried, and it would not be decorous 
that I should summon them before 
your Lordships to give evidence 
which might afterwards be turned 
against themselves. I shall call 
before your Lordships Sir James 
Anderson, who has hitherto spoken 
freely upon the subject, and, I 
suppose, will make now no objec- 
tion to state to your Lordships all 
which fell within his observation. 

Now, my Lords, upon these facts 
it will be for your Lordships to 
say whether all the counts in the 
indictment are not fully proved 
and supported. My Lords, with 
regard to the first, it is painful to 
use the language which it necessa- 
rily employs; but it will be for your 
Lordships to say whether, in point 
of law, the Earl of Cardigan did 


not shoot at Captain Tuckett with 
intent to commit that crime which 
is there alleged. My Lords, I at 
once acquit the Earl of Cardigan 
of anything unfair in the conduct 
of this duel. Something has been 
said respecting his Lordship's pis. 
tols having rifle barrels, and those 
of Captain Tuckett not having 
rifled barrels. My Lords, how- 
ever that may have been, I have 
the most firm conviction that 
nothing but what was fair and 
honourable was intended, and that 
the Earl of Cardigan most pro- 
bably imagined, when he carried 
those pistols to the field with him, 
that one of them would be directed 
against his own person. Nor do 
I suppose, my Lords, that there 
was in the mind of Lord Cardi- 
gan any grudge against Captain 
Tuckett, — any personal animosity, 
— any rancour or malignity. Whe- 
ther his Lordship gave or received 
the invitation, I am willing to 
believe that his only object was 
to preserve his reputation, and to 
maintain his station in society as 
an officer and a gentleman. His 
Lordship is in the army, he is 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the 11th 
Hussars ; and l have no doubt 
that he, upon this occasion, only 
complied with what he considered 
necessary according to the usages 
of society. Under these circum- 
stances, if death had ensued, in the 
opinion of mankind it would have 
been regarded rather as a great 
calamity than as a great crime. 
But although moralists of high 
name have excused or even de- 
fended the practice of duelling, 
your Lordships must consider what 
it is by the law of England. My 
Lords, by the law of England 
there can be no doubt that parties 
who meet deliberately to fight a 
duel, if death ensues, are yully 


Digitized by 


Google 


rtk cc 
sit (to 
cLw 
Sfiitta 
.rim 

m&\ 

CIS. 

klfl 
i fen 

tiiis 

sfii.ii] 

M) 

&& 
W 1 

Jfcieo 

to isf, 

to ( i 

Ui 

^80 

toper 

j ^ ^ 

jtoi 

^ fc 

I* 

*3 

Hit 

toe 

s 

* 

* 

* 


LAW CASES, & c. 


249 


of the crime of murder. It will 
be my duty, my Lords, to state to 
your Lordships a few of the lead- 
ing authorities upon that subject. 
1 will cite to you the opinions of 
—Hale, Hawkins, Foster, and 
Blackstone, the greatest names in 
our law. 

My Lords, in Hale’s Pleas of 
the Crown, the first volume, page 
453, it is thus laid down, “ If A. 
and B. fall suddenly out, and they 
presently agree to fight in the 
field, and run and fetch their wea- 
pons, and go into the field and 
fight, and A. kills B. this is not 
murder, but homicide; for it is 
but a continuance of a sudden 
falling out, and the blood was 
never cooled; but if there were 
deliberation, as that they meet the 
next day, — nay, though it were 
the same day, if there were such a 
competent distance of time that in 
common presumption they had 
time of deliberation, then it is 
murder.” 

In the first volume of Haw- 
kins’s Pleas of the Crown, chapter 
31, section 21, I find this passage, 
“ It seems agreed that wherever 
two persons in cool blood meet 
and fight on a precedent quarrel, 
and one of them is killed, the 
other is guilty of murder, and 
cannot help himself by alleging 
that he was first struck by the 
deceased, or that he had often 
declined to meet him, and was 
prevailed upon to do it by his im- 
portunity, or that it was his only 
intent to vindicate his reputation, 
or that he meant not to kill, hut 
only to disarm his adversary ; for 
since he deliberately engaged in an 
act highly unlawful, in defiance of 
the laws, he must at his peril, 
abide the consequences thereof. 
And from hence it clearly follows 
thet if two persona quarrel over 


night and appoint to fight next 
day, or quarrel in the morning and 
agree to fight in the afternoon, or 
such a considerable time after, by 
which, in common intendment, it 
must he presumed that the blood 
was cooled, and then they meet 
and fight, and one kill the other, 
he is guilty of murder; And 
wherever it appears, from the 
whole circumstances of the case, 
that he who kills another on a 
sudden quarrel was master of his 
temper at the time, he is guilty of 
murder ; as if after the quarrel he 
fall into other discourse, and talk 
calmly thereon ; or perhaps if he 
have so much consideration as to 
say, that the place wherein the 
quarrel happens i& not convenient 
for fighting ; or that if he should 
fight at present, he should have 
the disadvantage by reason of the 
height of his shoes.” That, your 
Lordships may know, refers to 
Lord Morley’s case, where though 
your Lordships held it was a case 
of manslaughter, that circum- 
stances was strongly pressed to 
show that it was an offence of a 
deeper dye. 

Then, my Lords, Sir Michael 
Foster, in his discourse upon homi- 
cide, chapter 5, section 5, says, 
“Upon this principle, deliberate 
duelling, if death ensueth, is, in 
the eye of the law, murder, for 
duels are generally founded in deep 
revenge ; and though a person 
should be drawn into a duel, not 
upon a motive so criminal, but 
merely upon the punctilio of what 
the swordsmen falsely call honour, 
that will not excuse ; for he that 
deliberately seeketh the blood of 
another upon a private quarrel 
acteth in defiance of all laws, 
human and divine, whatever his 
motive may be. But if, as I said 
before, upon a sudden quarrel, the 
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parties fight upon the spot, or if 
they presently fetch their weapons, 
and go into the field and fight, 
and one of them falletb, it would 
be but manslaughter, because it 
may be presumed the blood never 
cooled. It will be otherwise if 
they appoint to fight the next day, 
or even upon the same day, at such 
an interval as that the passion 
might have subsided, or, if, from 
any circumstances attending the 
case, it may be reasonably con- 
cluded that their judgment had ac- 
tually controlled the first transports 
of posBion before they engaged. 
The same rule will hold, if after 
a quarrel, they fall into other dis- 
course or diversions, and continue 
so engaged a reasonable time for 
cooling/’ 

Finally, my Lords, Blackstone, 
in the fourth volume of his Com- 
mentaries, at p. 199, thus writes, 
when describing and defining the 
crime of murder : — “ This takes 
in the case of deliberate duelling, 
where both parties meet avowedly 
with an intent to murder/* My 
Lords, he is not here qualifying a 
case in which he considers it to be 
murder, but he states that in all 
cases where parties do so meet it 
is murder. “ This takes in the 
case of deliberate duelling, where 
both parties meet avowedly with 
an intent to murder, thinking it 
their duty as gentlemen, and claim- 
ing it as their right, to wanton 
with their own lives and those of 
their fellow -creatures, without any 
warrant or authority from any 
power either divine or human, but 
in direct contradiction to the laws 
both of God and man, and there- 
fore the law has justly fixed the 
crime and punishment of murder 
on them, and on their seconds also/' 

My Lords, these are the highest 
*uthorities known to the law of 


England, and these authorities are 
uniformly followed by the judges 
of the land. One of the roost 
recent cases is Mirfin’s, which oc- 
curred within a few years at the 
Central Criminal Court, and in 
which the same doctrine was laid 
down and acted upon. There is 
the still more recent case of Sir 
John Jeffcott, which was tried 
before Mr. Justice Patteson, a most 
learned judge, upon the western 
circuit, and upon that occasion his 
Lordship laid down the same law 
in the most precise and emphatic 
terms. 

Such being the definition of 
murder to be found in all our books 
of authority, and such being the 
definition of it constantly given 
from the bench upon the trial of 
those who have stood upon their 
deliverance for life or for death,— 
are not your Lordships to suppose 
that the legislature makes use of 
the term “ murder '* in the same 
sense ; and that when we find in 
Lord Ellcnborough's Act, in the 
ninth George 4th, and in this act 
of the 1st of Victoria, the ex- 
pression “ with intent to murder,* 
it means with intent to do that 
which if accomplished, amounts, 
in point of law, to the crime of 
murder? The legislature when 
they passed this act, must be taken 
(your Lordships gave your sanction 
to this' act) to have well known 
what was the legal definition of 
murder, and to have used that 
expression in its legal sense. 
Then, my Lords, however pain- 
ful the consideration may be, 
does it not necessarily follow that 
the first count of this indict- 
ment is completely proved ? The 
circumstances, my Lords, clearly 
show that the Earl of Cardigan 
and Captain Tuckett met by ap- 
pointment. Lord Cardigan, the 
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ground being measured out, twice 
Ares loaded pistols ; be takes deli- 
berate aim ; he wounds his anta- 
gonist. He must be supposed to 
hare intended that which he did. 
If unfortunately death had ensued, 
would not his hare been a case of 
murder ? My Lords, the only 

supposition by which the case 

could be reduced to one of man- 
slaughter would be, that Lord 

Cardigan and Captain Tuckett 

casually met on Wimbledon Com- 
mon,' that they suddenly quar- 
relled ; and that while their blood 
was hot they fought. But your 
Lordships can hardly strain the 
facts so far as to suppose that this 
was a casual meeting, when you 
find that each was supplied with 
his second, that each had a brace 
of pistols, and that- the whole 
affair was conducted according to 
the forms and solemnities observed 
when a deliberate duel is fought. 

Then, my Lords, with regard 
to the second and third counts of 
the indictment, I know not what 
defence can possibly be suggested ; 
because, even if, contrary to all 
probability and all the circum- 
stances of the case, there had been 
this casual meeting,— if it would 
only, had death ensued, have 
amounted to the crime of man- 
slaughter, that would be no defence 
to the second and third counts of 
the indictment. My Lords, I pre- 
sume to say so upon the authority 
of a case which came before the 
fifteen judges of England, and 
which was decided by them j two 
most learned judges doubting upon 
the occasion,— not dissenting. The 
two judges were, his Grace the 
lord High 8teward and Mr. Jus- 
tice Littledale. It would not 
become me to say anything of the 
opinion I entertain of the learning 
of his Grace* before your Lord* 


ships, hut of Mr. Justice littledale 
I may say there never was a more 
learned or acute judge. The bar 
of England have lately taken leave 
of him with the greatest reluctance 
and regret. I therefore would 
ascribe the greatest weight to any 
doubts even in such a quarter; 
but, my Lords, the other thirteen 
judges entertained no doubt ; and 
they came to the conclusion, that 
upon the fourth section of this Act 
of Parliament it is not necessary 
for a conviction, that if death had 
ensued the crime should amount 
to murder. The case to which I 
refer, my Lords, is to be found in 
the second volume of Moody’s 
Crown Cases, p. 40. The case 
was tried before Mr. Baron Parke, 
upon the Norfolk Spring Circuit, 
in the year 1838. 

Lord High Steward.*— What is 
the name 1 

Mr. Attorney-General. — The 
report, my Lord, is headed 4 4 Ano- 
nymous.” The name of the pri- 
soner is not given, but the report 
seems very authentic. I believe 
it is in the words of the statement 
submitted by the learned judges 
for the opinion of their brethren ; 
and it will be found, I apprehend, 
expressly in point. “The opi- 
nion of the judges was requested 
by Mr. Baron Parke and Mr. 
Baron Bolland, upon two ques- 
tions which arose on the Norfolk 
Spring Circuit, 1838.*** It is 
only the first which is material 
here. “ Is it now a defence to an 
indictment for wounding with in- 
tent to maim, &c., that if death 
had ensued the offence would not 
have been murder, but man- 
slaughter?” Your Lordships will 
observe, that shooting at with 


• Moody’s Crown Cases, Reserved, 
Coi. Ii. page 40* 
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intent to maim or disable* and 
stabbing with intent to maim or 
disable, are in the same category, 
are subject to the same punish- 
ment, and must be attended with 
all the same rules and incidents. 
This, therefore, my Lords* would 
have the same authority as if the 
case submitted to the judges had 
been, whether, on an indictment 
for shooting at with intent to dis- 
able, it would be a defence to 
show, that if death had ensued, 
the crime would not have amounted 
to murder. The arguments are 
not given, but this is the decision 
of tne judges : — " At a meeting 
of the judges, in Easter Term, 
1838, they all thought it to be 
now no defence to such an indict- 
ment, that if death had ensued the 
offence would not have been mur- 
der, but manslaughter, except Lord 
Denman, Chief Justice* and Lit- 
tledale, Justice, who doubted." 
They did not dissent, they only 
doubted ; the other thirteen judges 
seem clearly to have held, that 
this would not now amount to any 
defence, and I humbly apprehend, 
that they probably reasoned in this 
manner, — that the intention of 
the legislature being to mitigate 
the penal code and to make offences 
which before were capital, punish- 
able only with transportation or 
imprisonment, — if there were a 
shooting or stabbing with intent 
to maim or disable upon a casual 
scuffle, in heat of blood, withou tpre- 
meditation, still it is meant to be an 
offence within this section of the 
Act of Parliament, which gives a 
discretionary power to the court 
before whom the offender is tried, 
either to transport for fifteen years 
or to imprison for a single hour. 
Therefore those learned judges, 
seeing the discretion that was given 
with regard to punishment i —’See« 


ing’the omission of the proviso,— 
and seeing that it was no longer a 
capital offence*— came to the deci- 
sion, that the offence was com- 
mitted, though, if death had ensued, 
the crime would not have amounted 
to murder. Now, my Lords* look- 
ing to the authority of that case, I 
know not what defence can possibly 
be attempted with regard to the 
counts of the indictment charging 
the intent to maim and disable and 
do grievous bodily harm. The 
noble Earl must be supposed to 
have intended that which upon a 
second attempt he actually accom- 
plished. 

My Lords, I rejoice to consider 
that the noble prisoner will have 
an advantage denied to every in- 
dividual who has hitherto been 
tried at your Lordships bar for 
felony ; — an advantage which was 
not enjoyed by Lord Lovat, or 
Lord Byron, or Lord Ferrers, or 
the Duchess of Kingston ; he will 
have the advantage of my most 
able and ingenious and Honourable 
Friend, Sir William Follett, ad- 
dressing your Lordships in his 
behalf upon the facts and merits 
of the case. This arises, my 
Lords, from that most admirable 
law which your Lordships passed 
a few years ago, by which in all 
cases of felony the party accused 
has the benefit of an address by 
counsel to the tribunal who are to 
determine upon his guilt or his 
innocence. But, my Lords, not- 
withstanding the learning, the 
ability, and the zeal of my Hon- 
ourable and Learned friend. Sir 
William Follett, I know not how 
he can persuade your Lordships to 
acquit upon any one count of the 
indictment. He will not ask your 
Lordships, and he would ask you 
in vain* to forget the law by which 
you are bound. My Lords* Cap* 
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tain Douglas stands upon his trial 
before an inferior tribunal; that 
trial has been postponed by the 
judges upon the express ground 
that this case should first be tried 
by the highest criminal court 
known in the empire. You, my 
Lords, are to lay down the law by 
which all inferior courts are to be 
governed. 

My Lords, I would beg leave 
upon this subject to read the words 
made use of at this bar by one of 
the most distinguished of my pre- 
decessors, who afterwards, for 
many years, presided with great 
dignity upon the woolsack in your 
Lordships' house; I mean Lord 
Thurlovv. When Attorney- Gene- 
ral, addressing your Lordships in 
the case of the Duchess of Kings- 
ton, he makes use of these expres- 
sions “ I do desire to press this 
upon your Lordships as an uni- 
versal maxim : no more dangerous 
idea can creep into the mind of a 
judge than the imagination that 
he is wiser than the law. I con- 
fine this to no judge, whatever be 
bis denomination, but extend it to 
all ; and speaking at the bar of an 
English court of justice, I make 
sure of your Lordships’ approbation 
when I comprise even your Lord- 
ships, sitting in Westminster Hall. 
It is a grievous example to other 
judges. If your Lordships assume 
this sitting in judgment, why not 
the King’s Bench t Why not the 
commissioners of oyer and ter- 
miner? If they do so, why not 
the quarter sessions? Ingenious 
men may strain the law very far ; 
but to pervert it, to new model it — 
the genius of our constitution says 
judges have no such authority, nor 
shall presume to exercise it.” 

My Lords, I conclude with re- 
spectfully expressing my conviction 
that, at the conclusion of this trial. 


your Lordships’ judgment, what- 
ever it may be, will be according 
to the law and justice of the case, 
and that your Lordships will pre- 
serve that high reputation in the 
exercise of your judicial functions 
which has been so long enjoyed 
by your Lordships and your an- 
cestors. 

Thomas Hunt Dann was then 
called and examined by Mr. Wad- 
dington. — Q. Are you a miller 
living at Wimbledon? A, Yes. 

Q. Is your mill close to Wim- 
bledon Common ? A, Yes. 

Q. Do you remember about five 
o’clock that afternoon, a gentle- 
man's carriage driving down the 
common ? 

[This question was objected to 
by the opposite counsel as a 
leading question.] 

Q. Did you observe anything 
before dark that day? A . I saw 
a carriage drive opposite Mr. James 
Currie’s, and there stop. 

Q. Where did that carriage 
drive to ? A . It stopped there. 

Q. On the common, or on the 
road adjoining the common ? A, It 
was on the common. 

Q. Is that on the edge of the 
common it stopped ? A . Yes. 

Q. Was that the only carriage 
you saw. A . No. 

Q. Tell us what other you saw ? 
A . I saw one on the place of Earl 
Spencer, and one on the road that 
leads from Wandsworth to Wim- 
bledon. 

Q. Was it moving, or had it 
stopped ? A. I saw it stopping. 

Q. Did you see any one get out 
of either of those carriages ? A . 
I am not certain that I did. 

Q. Did you see any persons on 
the common shortly after you saw 
the carriages? A . I saw two 
persons coming from the first car- 
riage, and two from the second. 
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Q, What did you fee them do ? 
A, I mw one go into Wimbledon 
parish and one into Wandsworth, 
and from the other carriage they 
divided also, one into Putney and 
the other into Wandsworth parish. 

Q. Is part of the common in 
Wandiworth parish and part in 
Wimbledon parish? A . Yes; 
and pert in Putney, 

Q . One of the gentlemen went 
to the part of the common in 
Wimbledon parish, and another to 
that in Wandsworth, and another 
to that in Putney ? A . Yes. 

Q. Look at his Lordship at the 
har, and say if that was one of the 
gentlemen? A. It is. 

Q. Did you see anything more 
done at that time ? A At that 
time I suspected it was a duel. 

Q. Do not tell us what you sus- 
pected ; did you see anything more 
at that time? A, No. 

Q. Did you give any directions 
to your wife ? Do not tell us what 
were. A . I did. 

. What did you then do ? A* 
When I was called by ray wife — 

Q. You went to another part of 
your mill, did you, after giving 
those directions to your wife ? A. 
Yes. 

Q. Were you afterwards called 
by your wife ? A. I was. 

Q. What did you then do ? A . 
1 went in doors, aad got my staff, 
and then came to die gate. 

ft You went into your house, 
and got your constable’s staff, and 
came to your pate ? A. Yes. 

Q, What did you do when you 
came to the gate ? A. I saw twb 
gentleman* standing about twelve 
yards apart, presenting pistols at 
each other, and at that moment 
they 'fired at eaeh other. 

Q. Did they fire at the moment 
yen arrived at your gate? A. 
Near about that. 


Q. Was his Lordship one of thou 
gentlemen ? A. Yes# 

Q. Did you hear the reports of 
two pistols ? A. I did# 

Q. Did you see any other gen. 
tlemen at the same time? A. I 
saw one prior to that standing un- 
der Mr. Currie’s hedge. 

Q. I ask you, at the time the 
pistols went off did you see any 
other gentlemen ? A, There were 
four. 

Q. Did you see the other two 
at that time ? A, 1 did ; standing 
on the right hand. 

Q. Were they standing together? 
A. Nearly so ; not far apart. 

Q. On the right hand of the 
gentlemen who fired ? A. Yes. 

Q, Had Lord Cardigan his face 
to you, or his back to you ? A» 
His face to me- 

6, Where was the other gentle- 
man who fired, standing? A. 
Standing nearer to m s, with his 
back partly to me, 

Q. And Lord Cardigan opposite 
to him, with his face to you ? A. 
Yos. 

<2- Now state what took place 
after the two shots were fired? 
A. I then made the best of my 
way to the ground, and the second 
shot took place when I was about 
fifteen yards on the left. 

Q. Fifteen yards from the gen- 
tlemen who fired, do you mean ? 
A. Yes. 

Q. How far was the gate of 
your house from the spot where 
the gentlemen stood when they 
fired? A. Two hundred sod 
twenty yards. 

Q, As you were running up 
from your gate towards the gentle- 
men, did you see what was done 
before the second shot was fired ? 
A. I saw them in the act of getting 
fresh pistols. 

Q. Tell me how that was done? 
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4. I cannot exactly say; what 
with nmuiog I do not know ex* 
aedy ; but they had fresh ones. 

Q. Did you see who gave them 
the fresh pistols ? A. Those two 
gentlemen that acted as seconds, 

Q. Were those the gentlemen 
that you have described as standing 
an the right ? A . Yes. 

Q. Did you observe whether 
Lord Cardigan moved from his 
place or not between the firing of 
the first and second shots? A . Yes; 
he advanced forwards, and then 
drew hack again, 

Q. Do you mean that he went 
towards the gentleman that was 
opposite to him, or towards the 
seconds? A . Towards the seconds. 

Q. He drew back to the place 
he first occupied? A . Yes. 

Q. You tell us you saw the pis* 
tds fire a second time ; did you 
observe whether either of the shots 
took effect? A, I thought that 
Captain Tuekett was wounded, — 
or at least the other gentleman ; f 
did not know who it was. 

Qa You thought that the gentle- 
man that you afterwards ascer- 
tained to be Captain Tuekett was 
wounded? d. Yes, 

Q. Did you see what that gen* 
tlsman did with his pistol after the 
second shots were fired? d. No. 

Q. You did not see whether he 
held it in bis band, or what he did 
it ? A* Which are you al- 
luding to ? 

Tuekett*** Captain 

Sir William Follett.— He says 
he did not know who he was, 

Mr, Waddingten^Did you see 
whether the other gentleman did 
*h«g with has pistol when the 
second shots were fired? d, I 
h»kane pistol from Load Cardi- 

k***^®* koct from one 
gentleman. 


Q, Did you see whether the 
other gentleman who fired, not 
Lord Cardigan, did any thing with 
bis pistol after the second shot was 
fired? d. No; 1 cannot say what 
became of it ; I did not see. 

Q. Did you then go up to the 
gentlemen ? A, I did. 

Q. What did you do when you 
got up to them ? A. I went up to 
the gentleman that was farthest 
from me, whose face was towards 
me, and put my hand on his shoul- 
der, and told him that for a breach 
of the peace he must consider bim* 
self in my custody, in the name of 
her Majesty, our Sovereign Lady, 
the Queen. 

Q, Was that his lordship 1 d. 
It was. 

Q. Had his Lordship a pistol in 
his hand at that time ? d. He had. 

Q. What became of it? d. I 
took it from his hand. 

Q. Did you kaep it in your pos- 
session ? d. I was requested then 
to allow them all to be packed 
up in their cases $ the four pis- 
tols. They were done so, and I 
then took possession of the two 
roses. 

Q. By whom were you request, 
ed ? d, I cannot say which gen- 
tleman, 

Q. By one of the gentlemen ? 
A. Yes. 

Q, That was done, and you 
took possession of the cases and 
pistols ? d. Yes. 

Q, How many pistols wnne 
there ? A, Four. 

Q- You put two in each ease ? 
A. Yes. 

Q, And then took possession of 
the whole? A. Yea 

Q. Did a fifth gentlemen come 
up? d. There was a fifth geotle- 
msm at the time that 1 got up, or 
near about the time. After I had 
addressed Lord Cardigan in dm 
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way I did, I looked round, and I 
then saw five. 

Q. What did the fifth gentle- 
man do ? A . Attended the gen- 
tleman that was wounded. 

Q. Did you see yourself whether 
the other gentleman was wounded 
or not ? A. I did not. 

Q. After you had laid your 
hand on Lord Cardigan's shoulder, 
and said to him what you have 
told us, what was done next ? A. 
I turned round to the others, and 
stated to the same effect to them. 

Q. What was done then? A. 
I believe the doctor wished me to 
allow him to take the wounded 
gentleman to my house. 

Q. Did he say so in the presence 
of Lord Cardigan ? A. In the 
presence of all that were there. 

Sir William F ollett — He said so, 
did he ?■ A. Yes. 

Lord Wynford.— Do you know, 
or did you know, that gentleman 
to be a medical man ? A. I did 
not then, my Lord. 

Mr. Waddington. — You had 
never seen any of them before ? 
A. No, I had not. 

Q. Was he examining the gen- 
tleman whom you supposed to 
have been wounded ? A. Not in 
my presence ; at least I did not 
see him. I was then turned round 
with bis Lordship. 

Q. Did you all go to your house? 
A . Yes. 

d All the five gentlemen and 
yourself? A. All went into my 
yard, — not into the house. 

Q. Tell me what took place 
after the five gentlemen got into 
your yard? A. We waited till 
the wounded gentleman retired to 
my room. 

Q. Did you see the wounded 
gentleman retire into a room in 
your house ? A. I saw him go into 
the room, and I saw him come out. 


Q. Did he go into the room by 
himself or did any one go with 
him ? A. No ; one gentleman 
went with him. 

Q. Was that the gentleman 
whom you suppose to be the doc- 
tor? A. Yes. 

Q. Did you see your wife take 
any thing into the room where 
they were ? A. I did not. 

Q. Did they presently come out 
of the room ? A. Yes. 

Q. What was done then ? A . 
One gentleman asked me to allow 
the wounded gentleman to return 
to his own home, and I gave con- 
sent by their giving me a card of 
their address. 

Q. That is, the gentleman that 
wanted to go home ? A. Yes. 

Q. The wounded gentleman 
gave you a card of his address ? 
A. I have a card of his, but 
whether he gave it me or another 
gentleman I am not certain. 

Q. Have you got it here? A> 
I have. 

Q. Produce it ? 

Sir William Follett. — We cannot 
have that card in evidence unless 
it came from Lord Cardigan ; it 
cannot be made evidence against 
him unless that be shown. 

Mr. Waddington. — Was Lord 
Cardigan present when this card 
was given ? A. In the yard. 

Lord Wynford.-— Was he near 
enough to see what was done ? A. 
Yes. 

Q. And to hear what passed 
between you and the other gentle- 
men ? A. I should think so ; I 
cannot say exactly. 

Sir William Follett.— Will you 
ask him whether the card was 
given to him in the house or in 
the yard ? 

Mr. Waddington — W as the card 
given to you in the house or in the 
yard? A. In the yard. 
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LAW CASES, &c. 

ft* I think you said you thought Q. Upon receiving this card did 
it was not Captain Tuckett that you allow them to go ? A. Yes. 
gave it you, but another gentle- Q. In consequence of receiving 
man. How was that ? A. I am this card, did you afterwards call 
not certain which gave it me. at a particular house ? 

ft What do you mean by Sir William Follett. — I wish 
“ which ?•* A. “ Which” of the you would not lead him so much, 
two gentlemen that wished to go You ask him whether in conse- 
away. quence of a certain thing he went 

ft Were they together when it to a certain place, 
wai given to you ? A. Yes. Mr. Waddington. — I apprehend 

Lord Wynford. — Lord Cardigan it is a strictly correct question. Do 
was not one of the two that wished you object to the question ? 
to go away, was he ? A. No. Sir William Follett. — I certain- 

Mr. Waddington. — Were the two ly object to its form. Alter the 
that wished to go away, the form of it. 

wounded gentleman and another Mr. Waddington. — Then I will 
of the party ? A. Yes. not ask that at present. Did you 

ft And upon your telling them afterwards go to a house in Ha- 
that they might go upon giving you milton Place ? A . I did. 
their card, one of them gave you the Q. On what day was that? A . 

card you now produce } A. Yes. If you will allow me to refer, I can 
Sir William Follett.— Do not state the day of the month, 
read that card yet Q. What do you wish to refer 

Mr. Waddington. — I propose to to? A. I have made a memoran- 
read it Do you make any objec- dum of it. 
tion to it ? Sir William Follett. — When 

Sir William Follett.— Certainly, did you make it? A. At the 
Mr. Waddington.— I now pro- time, 
pose, my lords, to read this card. Mr. Waddington. — Take it out. 

Sir William Follett. — Thecoun- [[The witness referred to the 

sel for the prosecution in this case memorandum.] 
are proposing to read a card, for the A. On the 18th of September 
purpose, I presume, of proving I went to Hamilton Place, 
who one of the parties was upon Q. What number? A. 13. 
this occasion. Q. Whom did you ask to see ? 

■Lord High Steward. — Do you A. Captain Harvey Tuckett. 
object to its being read? Q. Whom did you see? A. I 

Sir William Follett. — I object to saw Captain Harvey Tuckett. 
any thing of the kind, my Lord. Q. Did you speak to him ? A. 

Lord High Steward. — Mr. At- I did. 
toniey General, do you think it Sir William Follett. — I wish 
material to tender that evidence at you would put your questions dif- 

ferently. 

Mr. Attorney General. — We will Mr. Attorney General. — We ask 

1 1 f° r the present. him whom he saw. 

Mr. Waddington. — Did the Sir William Follett. — He does 
other gentleman that wanted to go not know Captain Harvey Tuckett 
something in pencil 1 suppose. 

upon the back of the card? A. Yes. Mr. Waddington.— He asked for 

Vou LXXXIII. S 

Digitized by Google 



258 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841 


Captain Harvey Tuckett, and he 
saw this gentleman. 

Mr. Attorney General. — It is 
quite regular. 

Mr. Waddington. — Did you 
speak to him ? A. I did. 

Q. Did you call him by that 
name ? A. I do not know that I 
addressed him by any name. 

Q. Had you seen that gentle- 
man before ? A. I had. 

Q, Where ? A. On Wimbledon 
Common. 

Q. What was he doing there ? 
A. Fighting a duel. 

Q. Was that the gentleman that 
you have described as the gentle- 
man who stood opposite to Lord 
Cardigan ? A. Yes. 

Q. How many gentlemen went 
away upon your receiving this 
card ? A. There were three went ; 
two with my permission, and one 
went without. 

Q. Did Lord Cardigan remain ? 
A. He did. 

Q. Where did you take him ? 
A. To the station-house at Wands, 
worth. 

Q. How soon after? A . Di- 
rectly afterwards. 

Q. What did you do with the 
pistols after they had been pat into 
the cases? A. Took them to 
Wandsworth. 

Q. Where did you take them to 
at Wandsworth? A. To the sta- 
tion-house. 

Q. Did you give them to any 
one? To the inspector. 

Q, What was his name? A • 
Husain. 

0. Was any thing said by Lord 
Cardigan respecting the pistols m 
your presence? A . Lord Cardigan 
owned one case. 

Q, Will you state what he said, 
that you recollect ? A. I do not 
recollect that he said any thing 
particular, more than “ This is 


mine/* or something similar to that. 
I am not certain of the wards. 

Q. Did you observe any thing 
upon that case ? A. A crest. 

Q. Did you ever see the fifth 
gentleman afterwards, whom you 
lave called “ the doctor ? M A. Yes. 

Q. Where was that? A. At 
the office at Wandsworth. 

Q. Do you mean the station- 
house or the magistrate’s house? 
A. I mean the magistrate's house. 

Q. On what day was that ? A. 
On the 14th. 

Q. What was going on at the 
office upon the 14th? A. The 
examination. 

Q. Of whom ? A. Of Loid 
Cardigan. 

Q. Did you afterwards see ln» 
anywhere else? A. I have seen 
him at his own house. 

Q. Where was that ? A. I en- 
tirely forget the number and the 
street, but it is very handy to Pic- 
cadilly. 

Q. Was his name on the door? 
A . I think it was. 

Q. What was the name on the 
door of the house where you of 
him ? A. “ Sir J. £. Anderson.” 

Cross-examined by Sir Wilkin 
Follett. 

Q. Will you give me those me- 
morandums of yours ? (The mm 
were handed to Sir William Fal- 
len). When did you write them ? 
A. Every day as they occurred. 

Q. Beginning with September 
the 12th ? A. Yes. 

Q. Who desired you to da so? 
A. On my own part, for my ex- 
penses. 

Q. Were you desired by aay one 
to do it ? A. No, I was not 
Lord Wynford. — Did you writs 
them upon that paper at first, or 
upon some other paper ? A- I be- 
lieve I copied them from sn et hsr 
paper. 
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Sir Wiliam Follett. — When did 
you copy them ? A. Some time 
matt ; l cszttot ay exactly. 

ft* What it the meaning of these 
mas ; does this “ 20 ” mean 20#.? 
A. No ; it means miles* 

Q. So many miles that you 
vest? A. Yes. 

Q. You seem to have gone about 
a good deal upon this business ; 
who ordered you to do it ? A. 
The magistrates. 

Q. What magistrates? A * At 
Waadsworth. 

Q. What sore their names ? A. 
Mr.Nottidge the chairman, Mr. 
Bah bridge, Mr. Wilson, and Cap- 
tain Page. 

ft. Who gave you the order to 
go todie house in Hamilton -place ? 
A. The first order was from the 
poficeaum and from the inspector, 
sad 1 understood that came from 
the magistrate*. 

Q. Then you received no order 
fism the Magistrates to go there ? 
A* A note from the inspector first. 
Q. Did you go there more than 
i once? A* I went three times. 

> 0* All by the same order ? A. 

t No ; once was by Captain Page’s 
I aridr, 1 think. 

ft. What had the magistrates to 
t do with it ; what bad they to dp 
I with sending you about in this 

4 mnner> A- Their first object in 

i staffing me was to inquire as to the 
state of Captain Tuckett’s health. 

^ Q. By whom were you sent to 
Mr. Wain wright, and to these va- 
, *mas places; who ordered you to go; 

f was it the magistrates? A . Yes. 
Q. Were the magistrates taking 

0 up this prosecution, or whet made 
them seed you about ? A. I do 

j as* know. 

1 ft. Were they not the msgis- 

l tmtes, the judges, before whom the 

k •"■phaEt had: been l od ged origin- 

ally? A . Yen 


Q. They were the persons that 
sent you to these different places to 
make inquiries and so on ? A . Yes. 

Q. Did they send you to the 
Old Bailey also? A. 1 bad a 
bond to take me there, and I was 
also informed by the inspector 
when I was to go. 

Q. You were examined as a 
witness before the grand jury. A . 
Yes. 

ft. Were you also examined 
before the grand jury upon the 
biH against the other parties ? A. 
Yes. 

Q. The hill that was thrown 
out? A. Yes. 

Q. The same witnesses were ex. 
amhoed upon both, were they not ? 
A. Yes. 

And you gave the same evidence 
upon both? A. Yes. 

Q. One bill was thrown out, 
and the other found ? A. Yes. 

Q. Now will you have the good- 
ness to go back to the statement 
you made first. You say you sew 
certain persons coming from the 
carriages ? A. Yes. 

Q. The persons you saw coming 
from the carriages, did you see 
them about the place where you 
afterwards saw the firing? A. 
Yes. 

Q. The same place ? A. Yes. 

Q. You stated that when you 
saw them coming from the car- 
riages to the pkee you then recog- 
nised one of them to be the none 
Lord who is now sitting there ? A. 
Yes. 

Q. What is the distance from 
your mill where you were standing 
to that place ? A. Two hunched 
and twenty yards. 

Q. Do you mean to state upon 
your oath before their Lordships, 
that at the distance of two hundred 
and twenty yards, you were able 
to rmgnoo any of the parties? 

S 2 
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A. No; but then I did not lose No; but after that I should know 
sight of them. them again. 

Q. But your oath was, that at Q. How could you know them 
that time you knew him to be Lord again, if you were not able to see 
Cardigan. Is that true or not ? their persons at that time ? A. I 
A . No, I have never gone to say did see them, 
that ; it is a mistake. I never in- Q . Did you see them so as to 

tended to say that 1 knew him or know them before the second shot 
any one else at that distance. was fired? A. No, not before the 

Q. Could you know any of the second shot was fired, 
parties, at the distance they were Q. Then when did you first see 
from your house, so as to be able them so as to know the noble Earl 
to speak to them again ? A. No. who is sitting there ; what was he 
Q. Therefore, when you first doing when you were able to see his 
saw the parties, you were not able person so as to recognize him ? A. 
to distinguish their features or their He was standing at the very spot 
persons? A . No. Q. That was when you came 

Q. Then you went to your gate up ? A . Yes. 
afterwards, and you say, that when Q. Where were all the other geo- 
you saw the firing you were stand- tlemen at that time ? A. Close by. 
ing at your garden gate ? A. No, Q. What were they doing? A. 
I was coming out at the gate. I cannot exactly say what they 
Q . That is about the same dis- were doing for a few minutes, be- 
tance? A. It is two hundred and cause my attention was directed 
twenty yards. entirely to his Lordship. 

Q. Then at the time the shot Q . You do not know what the 

was fired, which you saw coming others were doing ? A. Not for a 
out of your garden gate, could you second or so. When I turned round 
have recognized at ail the persons ? I saw the other four standing. 

A. No. Q. Were you at all able to tell 

Q. You say you went towards which of the other parties it was 
them ? A. I did. that fired the shot ? A. I am 

Q. When were you first able at certain as to who was the party, 
all to distinguish the persons ? A . because I never lost sight of them 
I did not lose sight of them. till 1 got up to them. 

Q. I am not asking whether you Q- How does that make you 
lost sight of them ; I ask you when certain as to who fired the shot ? 
you were first able to distinguish A. I saw the pistol in his hand, 

the persons? A» The next time Q • In whose hand! A, In Cap- 

I saw them I recollected them tain Tuckett’s hand, 
again. Q. He had a pistol in his hand 

Q. When, upon this occasion, when you came up? A. He had. 

were you first able to discover who Q. You do not know what was 
the persons were, or to know them ; done with it ? A. No. 
was it after the second shot was Q. How soon after that might 
fired ? A . After the second shot, you have seen the other gentle- 
Q. Then, at the time the second man that you said was a doctor ? 
shot took place, you were not able A. When I turned round from 
to recognize or know who the per- Lord Cardigan, I then perceived 
sons were that were firing ? A . that there were four. 


Digitized by Google 



LAW CASES, &c. 


261 


*2i» 

lOf B 

hie e* 
t: i 

1 SJB* 

f-BlC 

bAcs 

jtirs! 
obk ^ 

itwb 

’t\)& 

bia? > 

■ay? 

m 0 

Asp 

m 

n't 

hit 4* 
iota,* 
dire* 


what 3 
N’otfc 
<in 
ling- . 
k»» 
i it * 
. \* 
» pari! 
(tht 


ce f 
j sfe^ 
taod. 
n(* 


isW 

lehi 

.at* 1 


0# 



Q. How soon after that did you 
see another? A. I did not see 
any more after the time when I 
turned from his Lordship. 

Q. You mean four besides Lord 
Cardigan? A. Yes. 

Q. When the fifth came up you 
do not know ? A, No. 

Q. Did you recognize his per- 
son so as to be able to know him 
again? A . Yes. 

Q. And he went into your house 
also with the other parties? A. 
Yes. 

Q. One question only as to these 
different places you hare been 
to, and your charges ; have you 
been paid for them? A. I have 
not. 

Q. Did you go to the Home 
Office at any time ? A. I did. 

Q. At what time was it ? A . 
It was a week ago Saturday 
last 

Q. What did you go there for ? 
A. I was requested to go there ; 
and then 1 was asked questions as 
to my evidence. 

Q. At the Home Office ? A. 
Yes. 

(i Who asked you questions as 
to your evidence at the Home 
Office? A. A gentleman of the 
name of Vizard. 

Q. Was your examination taken 
down in writing at that time ? 
A. The gentleman was writing, 
but whether he was writing what 
I said, or what he was writing, I 
know not. 

Q. You had not been at the 
Home Office before? A, No. 

Q. And that was the only ex- 
amination that has been taken for 
the purpose of this trial? a. I 
cannot say. 

Q. But that is the only examin- 
ation of you for the purpose of this 
trial? A. Yes. 

Q« You had not been examined 


since the time you were at the Old 
Bailey till you went to the Home 
Office? A. No. 

Q. Were there any other wit- 
nesses there ? A . Yes. 

Q. Who? A. My wife and 
my son, and Mr. Busain and Mr. 
Bicknell. 

Q. All examined at the Home 
Office? A . All went in before 
the gentleman, but what occurred 
with them I know not. I only 
answer for myself. 

Q. Have you presented this bill 
to any one for payment? A . I 
applied to the magistrates for my 
expenses, and they gave me a cer- 
tificate. 

Q. Have you received the 
money? A . No. 

Q. I understood you to say that 
you never lost sight of these gen- 
tlemen from the time you first saw 
them? A, No, I have not said 
that. I did not lose sight of them 
after I came to the gate ; prior to 
that l did lose sight of them. 

Q, Did not you tell me, when 
I asked you whether you had re- 
cognized them in coming from the 
carriages, that you had never lost 
sight of them? A. If you un- 
derstood me that way it was 
wrong. 

Q. You said so ; but it was a 
mistake, was it ? A. Yes. 

Q. Then you did lose sight of 
them ? A. Yes, after I first saw 
them come on the ground. 

Q. For bow long? A . A few 
minutes. 

Q. Where were you at that 
time? A. I was on the stage 
when I first saw them ; the stage 
of the mill is about twenty feet 
high, and then I had to come 
down the stairs, and then I lost 
right of them; and then I got 
into my house, and then I lost 
right of them again. 
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Q. How long were 70a in the my reason. I ran to them as fast 
house? A. No more than just as i could run. 
necessary to catch hold of the con- Sir William Fcdlett — Yon 
stable’s staff, and then return. changed your coat, did not you? 

Q. Why did not you go towards A . No. 
the gentlemen at once if you sus- Q. You put on your coat, did 
peeled they were going to fight a not you ? A. No. 
duel? A. I did not like to go Q. Did you stop the mill? A. 
without my authority. No. 

Q. You thought it better to let Re-examined by Mr. Wadding* 
the duel be fought first, and then ton. — Q. Did you state what wai 
go and take them up ? A . No, I the number of the house in Hamil* 
did not think that. ton- place where you saw the.gen- 

Q. What was the meaning of tleman that you call Captain 
your answer when you said you Tuckett ? A. IS. 
desired your wife to call you ? A. I Q. How often did you see him 
left my wife to watch, and to let there ? A . Three times, 
roe know when there was sufficient Q . Upon three different days? 
that she could suppose it was a A. Yes. 

duel. I had suspicions it was a Q. Did you ask for him upon 
duel to take place. each occasion ? A. Yea. 

Q . As soon as she saw that Q. You have been asked as to 
there was going to be a duel she losing sight of the gentlemen ; did 
was to let you know ? A. Yes. you ever lose sight of the gentle- 
Q. And then you were to go men that fired the first shots from 
two hundred and twenty yards for the time of your leaving the gate 
the purpose of preventing it ? A. till you got up to them ? A. No. 
Yes. Q. Can you undertake to state 

Q. And when you got up you positively whether the gentlemen 
found that the gentlemen had ex- who fired the second shots were 
changed two shots? A. Yes. the same who fired the first? A . 

Q. Who had instructed you to I am positive of that, 
stop duels upon Wimbledon Com- Q. When you got up you said 
mon? A. I believe the first onset that Captain Tuckett had a pistol 
of it was in the care of Mirfin ; in his hand ; had Lord Cardigan 
the coroner recommended that I also a pistol in his hand ? A. Yes. 
should be appointed. Earl of Radnor — Each time that 

Q. Who was the coroner? A. you went to Hamil ton-place did 
Mr. Carter. you ask for Captain Tuckett ? A. 

Q. And you got a constable’s Yes. 
authority? A. Yes. Q. Were you each time shown 

Q. And this is the first job you to the same gentleman ? A. Yes. 
have made of it? A . No; I have Q. Did you see any other gen- 
stopped several. tleman there? A. Yes. 

Q. Have you been paid for Q. In the same room with Cap- 
them? A. No. tain Tuckett? A. Yes. 

Lord Wynford.— Why did not Q. Did you address him by the 
you call out to the gentlemen when name of Captain Tuckett ? A. 
you supposed that they were going I do not know that I did. 
to fighta dud? A* I do not know Q. Did anything pore which 
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enables you to say, that that was 
Captain Tuckett, and not the 
other gentleman ? A. Yes ; he 
wrote a note for me to take to the 
magistrates, and signed his name. 

Q. He signed his name “ Tuck- 
ett,” did he ? A. Yes. 

Sir William Follett. — I appre- 
hend that would be hardly evi- 
dence. 

Earl of Radnor. — Was the other 



non ? .4. No. 


0- It was a different gentleman ? 
4. Yea 

Q. Did you see that other gen- 
tleman every time that you were 
shown up to Captain Tuckett? 
4 I do not; think I saw him the last 
time, and I am not certain that I 
saw him but once. 

Q. You are sure that you did 
not see him every time ? A . No. 

Q. In each case you asked for 
Captain Tuckett, and were shown 
directly to this same gentleman? 
4. Yes. 

Cord Audley. You say that at 
the first discharge you heard two 
pistols. Did you hear one or 
two reports? A, I heard two 
reports. 

Q. Did you see the flash and 
smoke from either ? A. I cannot 
my that, but I heard two reports, 
tot very dose together. 

Q. You did not see the flash and 
smoke? 4. I might; I am not 
certain as to that. 

Mr. Attorney -General. — My 
krtnads, it is not a matter of essen- 
tial importance, hut I now propose, 
with your Lordships* permission, 
that this card should be given in 
evidence. It is a cud that was 
delivered to the witness in the pre- 
sence of the noble Earl, and I 
apprehend on that ground, and 
likewise that it is part of the ret 


gesUe, that it is clearly admissible 
upon this occasion. 

Sir William Follett. My Lords, 
I shall take your Lordships’ opinion, 
whether the counsel for the pro- 
secution have any right to read 
this card. Your Lordships will 
observe the evidence relating to 
it. It is not that it was given by 
Lord Cardigan, or that it was 
given with Lord Cardigan's know- 
ledge. It is perfectly clear, in. 
deed, upon the statement, that 
Lord Cardigan did not see the 
card ; that he did not see what 
was written upon it ; and there is 
no evidence even to show, that he 
was aware of that card being 
given. The object of this evi- 
dence of course is, to prove who 
the person was that gave that 
card. 

Now, my learned friend the 
Attorney-General says, it is part 
of the res gestee . But it is obvious 
that a person might give a card, 
or an address, or direction, not for 
the purpose of giving his real name, 
but for the purpose of giving ano- 
ther ; and unless it was done with 
the knowledge, and the full know- 
ledge, of the prisoner at the bar, 
I think your Lordships will say 
that it is not evidence against him. 
It appears here that he was no 
party to the giving of the card; 
he was not aware of the contents 
of the card; he knew nothing 
about it; he never saw it; and 
therefore I take the liberty of sub- 
mitting to your Lordships, that that 
card cannot be read in evidence 
against the noble Earl at this time. 
Whether they will have any other 
evidence for the purpose of proving 
who this gentleman was, or for the 
purpose of connecting this card 
with the noble Earl, is another 
question ; but, at present, I hum- 
bly submit to your Lordships, that 
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there is no evidence to connect it 
with him, and that it ought not 
to be read at all in evidence against 
him. 

Lord High Steward. — Mr. At- 
torney-General, you think it im- 
portant to press this evidence, do 
you ? 

Lord Wvnford. — - The witness 
does not know whether the Earl of 
Cardigan saw it. 

Sir William Follett. — Nor does 
he know which of the parties 
gave it. 

Mr. Attorney - General. — It 
stands that he cannot tell whether 
it was the wounded gentleman, or 
the gentleman that accompanied 
him, that gave the card ; but it was 
given either by the one or by the 
other ; it was given in the yard ; 
it was given in the presence of the 
Earl of Cardigan. Now, I will 
not state what this card is at pre- 
sent; but suppose it to contain 
the address of Captain Tuckett, 
and that it was 13, Hamilton-place, 
and that thereupon the witness 
goes to 13, Hamilton-place, and 
sees the wounded gentleman, would 
not that be admissible evidence 
upon this trial ? It would be en- 
tirely for your Lordships to say 
what weight is to be given to the 
evidence. The only question now 
is whether it be admissible. Now, 
this being given in the presence of 
the Earl of Cardigan, and then 
the witness going to the place 
mentioned in this card, ought not 
that card to be admitted in evi- 
dence valeat quantum ? 

Lord High Steward. — Do you 
mean to contend that because the 
card is given in the presence of 
the prisoner, that makes the con- 
tents of it evidence, without some 
proof that he saw it ? 

Mr. Attorney - General. — I 

would by no means contend that a 


written document given in thepre- 
sence of the prisoner would rendei 
the contents of that written docu- 
ment evidence against the prisoner : 
far from it. But this card is tc 
be considered merely as the ad- 
dress of the person who wishes to 
retire. 

Sir William Follett. — You are 
stating the contents by way oi 
making it evidence. 

Mr. Attorney-General.— I am 
not stating the contents; I am 
cautiously abstaining from it. But 
when a person wishes to have leave 
to go to his home, and gives a card 
such as this, it must be presumed 
to be merely his address, stating 
his name and place of abode; and 
I should humbly submit to your 
Lordships, that this would be ad- 
missible evidence, not only on the 
ground of its being in the presence 
of the noble prisoner, but I will 
suppose that be had not been pre- 
sent ; 1 will suppose that upon the 
field, when this gentleman, called 
Captain Tuckett, was wounded, at 
that moment. Lord Cardigan not 
being present, he had said, “ Allow 
me to go home ; here is my ad- 
dress I apprehend that then 
your Lordships would have allowed 
the card to be given in evidence 
as showing that this was the ad- 
dress given upon the occasion, and 
at which this person who gave 
it was afterwards found by the 
witness. 

Sir William Follett.— I do nol 
know whether I need offer any 
observations to your Lordships in 
reply ; but that which my learned 
friend is now contending for seems 
to be contrary to what one has 
always understood to be the ordi- 
nary rules of evidence. The rule* 
of evidence are undoubtedly the 
same in civil as in criminal cases, 
but it is not usual iu cases of a 
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j criminal nature to press matters in 
i evidence as to which any doubt 

> might exist ; but this prosecution 
is not conducted in the usual mode. 
My learned friend the Attorney- 

> General is now attempting to offer 
in evidence what I submit to your 
Lordships is clearly contrary to the 

i ordinary rule. He is seeking to 
i prove an important fact in this 
case, by an apparent admission on 
i the part of the noble Earl at your 
i Lordships' har without any evidence 

i whatever that the noble Earl was 
a party to that admission, or that 
he was aware of it, or that he knew 
j anything that was written upon 
the card at all. 1 ask your Lord- 
1 ships whether this can be made 
evidence against the prisoner, to 
prove a fact which you r Lordships 
must now see, from the way in 
which this is pressed on the other 
side of the bar, is a most important 
fact in this prosecution ; whether 
your lordships are prepared to say 
that that fact can be proved by the 
statement of a person not even 
known, for it does not appear who 
it was that gave the card. The 
witness speaks of a stranger that 
came up, and who he did not know 
at the time was a surgeon. It 
does not appear whether he gave 
it, or who gave it ; but it does 
appear that, whoever gave it. Lord 
Cardigan never saw it, and did not 
know what was written upon it, 
and therefore it is not at all 
brought home to him. I do there- 
fore submit to your Lordships, that 
upon the plainest rules of evidence 
nothing written upon the card can 
be read in evidence against the 
noble Earl. 

Lord High Steward. — The in- 
convenience of clearing the house 
is so great that I should rather 
venture to propose that the decision 
of this question> if your Lordship* 


should be called upon to decide it, 
had better be postponed. 

Mr. Attorney-General.— Then, 
with the permission of your Lord- 
ships, I will call Sebastian Byron 
Dann. 

Sebastian Byron Dann, the son, 
and Sarah Dann, the wife, of the 
last witness, were next examined : 
as their evidence was merely a 
repetition of that of Thomas Hunt 
Dann, and no new matter was 
elicited in cross-examination, it is 
unnecessary to reprint it. 

Sir James Eglintoun Anderson, 
M.D., sworn.— This witness, who 
had attended the parties to the 
ground in his professional capacity, 
declined to answer the questions 
put to him, on the ground that it 
might criminate himself. 

Mr* John Busain, an inspector 
of the Metropolitan Police, was 
the next witness — his evidence 
related to what passed at the 
station-house. 

Mr. Charles William Walthew, 
sworn. — This witness, a chemist 
residing at 29, Poultry, in whose 
house Captain Harvey Tuckett had 
offices, for carrying on his business 
as an East India and Colonial 
Agent, was examined, for the 
purpose of identifying that Cap. 
tain Tuckett with the person who 
resided at 13, Hamilton-place, but 
the examination failed in establish- 
ing the point. 

Mr. Edward Septimus Codd, 
sworn.— This witness was an Army 
agent, who received the half-pay 
for Captain Tuckett, which he 
paid to him at his (the witness's) 
own house: but could not identify 
him with the Captain Tuckett 
who resided in the Poultry) or 
at Hamilton-place. 

Mr. Attorney -General. — My 
Lords, I now, with your Lordships' 
permission, propose to read the 
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card. Your Lordships hare been 
pleased to say that you would con- 
sider whether, upon the objection 
taken by my learned friend. Sir 
William FoUett, it should be re- 
ceived or rejected. Now would 
be the proper time that it should 
be read, if your Lordships should 
hold that it is admissible in evi- 
dence. 

Lord Brougham. — Is this your 
case, Mr. Attorney? 

Mr. Attorney-General.— -I should 
first wish to know whether that 
card is to be received or rejected ? 

Sir William Fnllett. — I would 
suggest that the Attorney-General 
should answer the question of your 
Lordship, because it may make a 
considerable difference as to our 
opposing or not the introduction 
of this card, whether that is the 
dose of his case. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — I ap- 
prehend I am now in a situation 
to ask your Lordships for your 
judgment, whether that card should 
be received or rejected? 

Lord High Steward. — You ob- 
ject to its being received. Sir Wil- 
liam FoUett. 

Sir William FoUett. — Certainly, 
my Lord ; and i should wish to 
address your Lordships if any doubt 
is entertained upon it. 

Lord High Steward. — Their 
Lordships are ready to hear your 
objection. 

Sir William FoUett. — WiU you 
let me look at the card? 

[The card was shown to Sir 
William FoUett.] 

Sir William FoUett. — My Lord, 
I do not think it necessary to ob- 
ject to this card being read. 

[The card was delivered in and 
read, having engraved upon 
it “ Captain Harvey Tuckett, 
13, Hamilton Place, New 
Reed and on the other side 


written, “ Captain H. Waia- 
w right/*] 

Sir William FoUett. — Is that 
your case, Mr. Attorney-General? 

Mr. Attorney-General. — TWi, 
my Lords, is the case on the part 
of the prosecution. 

Sir William FoUett.— This be- 
ing the case on the part of the 
prosecution, I shall venture to aub. 
mit to your Lordships that no case 
has been made out which calls 
upon the prisoner at the bar for 
an answer; and I think your 
Lordships will see at once that 
my learned friends have failed in 
proving an essential part of theic 
case. Your Lordships will ob- 
serve, that every count of the 
indictment contains the name o! 
Harvey Garnett Phipps Tuckett. 
The first count charges that Um 
noble Earl, the prisoner at youi 
Lordships' bar, did feloniously aal 
unlawfully shoot at Harvey Gar 
nett Phipps Tuckett, w ith a pistol 
loaded with gunpowder and t 
leaden buUet, with intent thereby 
of his malice aforethought the satf 
Harvey Garnett Phipps Tucket 
to kill and murder. . In the aooant 
count he is charged with fekmi 
ously intending to maim and die 
able the said Harvey Garnet 
Phipps Tuckett ; and in the las 
count with intending to do the sail 
Harvey Garnett Phipps Tucket 
some grievous bodily harm. 

Now, my Lords, 1 apprehend tbs 
it is not necessary to cite an] 
authority at your Lordships' ha 
to show that the prosecutor i 
bound to prove the Christian am 
surname of the person again* 
whom the offence is alleged ti 
have been committed, and that i 
he fails in proving either th 
Christian or the ^ 1 ^ ^ he fail 
in the proof of his I thin! 
your Lordslujps will see that then 


Digitized by 


Google 



267 


LAW CASES, &c. 


H ft it no evidence whatever to prove 
that the person at whom the noble 
-1(1 Earl it charged to have shot, upon 
Gai the 12th of September! was Mr. 
-5 Harvey Garnett Phipps Tuckett. 
fc* The evidence before your Lord- 
ships would rather lead to the con- 
Ik* trory presumption, if presumption 
i*‘ could be allowed in such a case ; 

but 1 apprehend it is not a case of 
i si prssumptkm ; but that positive 
svidenoe must be given by the 
is( proseoutor, to prove the identity of 
itp die person mentioned in the in- 
jee a dictment as being tbe party against 
iiii whom the offence is alleged to 
d it have been committed, 

nit i Now, your Lordships will ob- 
eli serve, that tbe evidence is this: 
ufif they have called a person of the 
name of Codd, who is stated to be 
in Army agent, and who receives 
it i the half-pay of a Captain Tuckett, 
sirs who was formerly an officer in the 
yGi 11th Dragoons, and who states 
*[• that the Mr. Tuckett for whom he 
& received the half-pay is named 

bsf Harvey Garnett Phipps Tuckett. 

xs I» there any thing at all before 
'jcH jour Lordships to identify that 
Mr. Tuckett with the persan who 
eks l$ «aid to have been at Wimbledon 
Ik Common on tbe 12th of Septem- 
irf her ? There is nothing whatever. 

> « Mr. Codd does not blow where 
20 that Mr. Tuckett lives ; he never 
d* aw him at any place but at his 
own office in Fludyer-street, and 
til once at an insurance office, shortly 
sf fftw his return from India. There 
If is tkothiog at all to show, there- 
r i fore, that that gentleman for whom 
fi he received the half-pay is in any 

yf way connected with this trans- 

» action. Then, my Lords, wbat is 
it( the other evidence on this point > 
tk A witness is called who comes 
ti foom the poultry, and who states 
4 that a Captain Tuckett occupies 
0 rooms in Us house, where he ear* 


ties on the business of an Indian 
and Colonial agent, and he states 
that his name is Harvey Tuckett, 
but that he does not know his 
other Christian names, and that 
he does not know where he lives. 
There is, therefore, no evidence 
whatever to connect the Captain 
Tuckett spoken of by Mr. Codd 
as bearing those Christian names 
with the Captain Tuckett spoken 
of by the other witnesses. There 
is not a tittle of evidence, there is 
not a scintilla of evidence, to con- 
nect that Captain Tuckett of whom 
Mr. Codd speaks with the gentle- 
man who is supposed to have been 
engaged in this transaction, and, 
therefore, I submit that my learned 
friend has entirely failed in one 
essential part of the proof in this 
prosecution. 

My Lords, this point has been 
expressly decided in the case of the 
King v. Robinson, in Holt’s re- 
ports, page 595, and it is laid down 
in all the books upon the point, 
that it is essentially necessary to 
prove the Christian and surname of 
the party against whom the ofienoe 
is alleged to have been committed ; 
and in this case your Lordships will 
observe that that is tbe point I am 
taking upon these authorities, that 
there is no proof of the Christian 
or surname of the gentleman who 
was upon Wimbledon Common 
upon that day, — of the Christian 
name, I should rather say, because 
that a Mr. Tuckett was there may 
be taken from the other evidence, 
the evidence of Dann, but there is 
no evidence to show the 
name of the gentleman who was 
there upon that day. 

Lord High Steward. — Strangers 
must withdraw. 

Mr. Attorney General— Your 
Lordships will allow me to say a 
few words in answer to the objeo* 
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tion. My Lords, the question is, 
‘whether there be any evidence 
whatever to prove the fact of the 
Christian name of Captain Tuckett, 
the gentleman wounded. If there 
be the smallest scintilla of evidence 
on this point, the prosecution can- 
not be stopped upon this ground. 
We are now in a situation as if the 
trial were before a jury, and at the 
close of the case for the prosecution 
an objection should be made that the 
learned judge should direct the jury 
to acquit, upon the ground that 
there is no evidence at all for their 
consideration. My Lords, I say 
that if this case were before a jury 
there would be abundant evidence 
for the consideration of a jury, 
from which the jury would have 
no difficulty in inferring that the 
name of the party wounded in 
this case was Harvey Garnet Phipps 
Tuckett 

Now, my Lords, how does the 
case stand ? My learned friend 
withdrew all objection to the read- 
ing of the card. Well, then, the 
gentleman who was wounded, at 
whom the Earl of Cardigan shot 
on the 1 2th of September, was a 
Captain Tuckett. It was Captain 
Harvey Tuckett. We have got so 
far as to one of his names. Now, 
my Lords, how does it stand with 
regard to the rest ? Am I obliged 
to call the clerk of the parish where 
he was baptized, in order to prove 
his. baptismal register? Am I 
obliged to call his father or his 
mother, or his godfathers and god- 
mothers, to prove the name that 
was given to him at the baptismal 
font ? I apprehend that such evi- 
dence is wholly unnecessary, and 
that if from the facts that are 
proved any reasonable man would 
draw the inference that we wish 
to be drawn, there is abundant evi- 
dence to be submitted to a jury. 


and to be submitted to your Lord 
ships. 

My Lords, we have it in evidence 
and I suppose my learned frieni 
will not deny, that there is abun 
dant evidence to show that thi 
Captain Tuckett that was wound® 
lived at No. 13, Hamilton -place 
New- road. There the witnes 
Dann goes for him three times 
each time he asks for Capiaii 
Tuckett, and each time he is in 
troduced to a gentleman answerinj 
to the name of Captain Tucket! 
Therefore your Lordships will hav 
no difficulty in believing that th 
Captain Tuckett who lives at N( 
13, Hamilton -place, New-road, i 
the Captain Tuckett who fougl 
a duel with the Earl of Cardiga 
on Wimbledon Common on th 
12th of September. Now, m 
Lords, we go by steps. Is there an 
doubt that it was that Captai 
Tuckett who took the premise 
No. 29, in the Poultry } At th 
time that he did so, he gave a it 
ference to No. 13, Hamilton-placi 
New-road . Then, although thei 
is no positive, direct, and demoi 
strative evidence, your Lordsbi] 
would not doubt that there is su 
ficient evidence to show that tl 
person who took this place of bus 
ness in the Poultry under M 
Walthew was the same Captai 
Tuckett who lived at No. 1< 
Hamil ton-place, New-road, an 
who was the antagonist of tl 
Earl of Cardigan on the I2th Sej 
tember on Wimbledon Common. 

Then, my Lords, we have onl 
one other stage, and that is to sc 
whether that Captain Tuckett i 
the Captain Tuckett of whom Mi 
Codd speaks. Mr. Codd says ths 
the Captain Tuckett of whom h 
speaks, and whose name he prove 
to be Harvey Garnett Phipj 
Tuckett, had been in the lit! 
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Hussars, a regiment which, had 
been commanded and still is com- 
manded by the Earl of Cardigan. 

Sir William Follett. — There is 
no proof of that whatever. 

Mr. Attorney General. — There 
» abundant proof of it. 

Sir William Follett. — There is 
no evidence whatever that Lord 
Cardigan is colonel of the 11th 
Hussars. 

Mr. Attorney General. — It was 
so stated by the policeman at the 
bar ; he said so in the most distinct 
terms. It will be found in the 
shorthand-writer’s note. He said 
\ so most distinctly, and he was not 
cross-examined upon it. Then, 

3 ®y lxirds, a Capt. Tuckett, whose 
9 mime is Harvey Garnett Phipps 
Tuckett was proved by Mr. Codd 
. to have been in the 11th Hussars, 
i the Earl of Cardigan’s regiment, 
t He gave him his card with t( 11th 
^ Hussars " upon it. 

Sir William Follett. — You really 
i» aw quite mistaken. 

^ Mr. Attorney General. — Then 
$ this Captain Tuckett, whose name 

f is Harvey, has one name at least 

£ corresponding with that of the 

, Captain Tuckett who fought the 

£3 duel on Wimbledon Common. 

!i Then, will your Lordships require 

) positive strict evidence that shall 

0 amount to demonstration with re- 

U spect to the other Christian names ? 

0 If there is evidence from which 

j the inference may fairly be drawn, 

9 m not that sufficient for this or any 

other court of justice ? Then, my 
f Cords, here is a Captain Tuckett 

t whose name is proved to be Har- 

1 Garnett Phipps Tuckett, — who 
( had been in the 11th Hussars,— 
i who had retired three or four years 

ago, — who has received his half- 
pay quarterly as the quarter came 
round,— who came to receive it in 
Fiudyer-stxeet from Mr. Codd, his 
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agent. May it not fairly be in- 
ferred by any one of your Lordships 
that this Captain Tuckett who had 
been in the 11th Hussars, who had 
retired three or four years, and who 
had received his pay quarterly, was 
the same Captain Tuckett who had 
a place of business in the Poultry, 
and who had a house at No. 13, 
Hamilton-place, New- road, and 
who fought the duel on the 12th 
of September on Wimbledon Com- 
mon > Is there not evidence from 
which that identity may be fairly 
inferred? Is the prosecution to 
be stopped upon the ground that 
there is no evidence whatever to 
to the jury, or to go to your 
rdships, judging of the facts ; 
that there is no particle of evidence 
to show that this Captain Tuckett 
whose name is proved to be Harvey 
Garnett Phipps Tuckett was the 
same Captain Tuckett who was the 
antagonist of the Earl of Cardigan? 

My Lords, I believe there is no 
human being who, having heard 
this evidence out of a court of jus- 
tice, would for one moment hesitate 
in drawing the inference ; and I 
apprehend that what would be 
sufficient to convince a reasonable 
man out of a court of justice 
ought to convince a person sitting 
as a judge in a court of justice, if 
that from which the inference is to 
be drawn is to be received accord* 
ing to the rules of evidence. Now, 
my Lords, would any person out of 
a court of justice doubt for one 
moment, that this Captain Tuckett 
of whom you have had evidence is 
the same individual who fought 
the dud with the Earl of Cardigan 
upon the 12th of September? Well 
then, if that inference would ne- 
cessarily be drawn out of a court 
of justice, shall it be said that in 
a court of justice there is not any 
scintilla of evidence from which 
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such an inference can be drawn ? 
My Lords, I do think that this 
would be a most unsatisfactory 
conclusion of such a trial ; and that 
jour Lordships will by no means 
pot a stop to this enquiry upon 
inch an objection. Your Lordships 
will weigh the evidence fairly and 
deliberately ; if you think that it 
does not amount to proof, — that 
h does not convince you conscien- 
tiously that this is the same in- 
dividual, of course you will acquit, 
you will say, “ Not guilty, upon 
my honour;" but you will not stop 
the prosecution upon this objection, 
which 1 think must be considered 
as entirely unfounded. 

Sir William FoBett. — My Lords, 
1 will trouble your Lordships very 
shortly indeed in answer to the 
Attorney General. It may he a 
very unsatisfactory termination of 
this prosecution to the parties con- 
ducting it. It may be, that after 
•11 the care and search they have 
made, they have failed in proving 
a very essential part of the case 
far the prosecution. But I appre- 
hend that this is not a case in 
which the noble Lord at the bar is 
to appeal to the honour or the con- 
sciences of your Lordships. The 
question is here, whether the pro- 
secutor has given any evidence 
at all to prove an essential part 
of the case for the prosecution; 
an d I think that in a very few 
words I can show your Lordships 
that he has given no evidence 
at a&L 

My learned friend asked whether 
the clerk of the parish,, cr the 
father or mother of Captain Tudc- 
ett, are to be called to prove his 
Christian names. That is not my 
objection, and the Attorney Gen- 
eral knows it perfectly well. It is 
net that we object that the clerk 
ef the parish or the parents timid 


be called; bat what we object i 
this, that they have called apesm 
of the name of Codd, who ht 
proved that he knows s Captaii 
Tucket who bears these christisi 
names, but he gave no evidence a 
all, — no scintilla of evidence ( 
will take the very words of m 
learned friend the Attorney Gen 
eral), — no scintilla of evidence, t 
connect that Captain Tuckettwit 
the gentleman who was upon Win 
biedon Common on the 12th < 
September. 

Your Lordship6 will observe tin 
it depends altogether upon the rr 
dence of Mr. Codd, because M 
Codd is the person who is to spa 
to the Christian name, and he is i 
show that the person of whom 1 
speaks is the Captain Tuekett 
whom the rest of the evidence a 
fers. Now what is the proof 
it ? My learned friend says, th 
that Captain Tuekett wad fbnao 
in the 11th dragoons? Does si 
judge who hears me feel prepar 
to say that he would leave it as 
question, for a jury, whether t 
Christian names had been prove 
upon the mere fact that he h 
formerly been in a particular rej 
meat, and that another person k 
been in the same regiment, — 
which however there is no evidef 
whatever ? There is no statexne 
made by Mr. Codd but this, tl 
cm the 30th of September t 
Captain Tuekett of whom 
speaks was at his house with hi 
and there is rather an inconsster 
as far as that goes, because the fi 
of bis appearing there upon t 
30th of September is mcoostste 
with the evidence that has be 
given in this case, diet he cot 
not attend before the magMtrt 
till the 14th of October in w* 
quence of a wound ; and yet i 
Captain Tackett of whom M 
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Codd §peaks was at his house upon 
the 30th of September. 

My learned friend the Attorney 
General asked whether any person 
eat of ibis house would doubt that 
they were the same person. May 
I ask whether that is the way in 
which a prosecution for a criminal 
offence, or even a proceeding in a 
civil matter, is to be tried ? That 
i your Lordships out of this bouse, 
i after bearing all that has been said 
aboat this matter, and all that has 
been written in the newspapers day 
i after day, may be satisfied that the 
i Captain Tuckett spoken of by the 
l witness is the gentleman who was 
i at Wimbledon Common on the 1 2th 

* September, is one thing. It is 
> pomible that you might draw that 
inference. But your Lordships are 
i sow sitting as if you bad never 
heard one word of this matter be* 
I tee. You are now sitting as judges 
I to deride upon the evidence in the 
i ana. Your Lordships are to dismiss 
i fn*n your minds every thing that 
i ywi force heard or read in relation 
i to it, and you are then to say 
i whether, because a Captain Tuck- 
i ett, who was formerly in the 1 1th 
I dragoons, bears a certain Christian 
i on, be is the same Captain 
Twkett who fought a duel upon 
! Wimbledon Common, 
i My foamed friend the Attorney 
i G en e r al, I will venture to say, 
fern the mode in which he an- 
•wwd this objection, knew per- 
fectly well that he had failed in 
poring hfo ease; and that was 
the meaning of his going step after 
tfephi the manner in whieh he 
fak He p ro ve s that Captain 
Tuckett lived at 13, Hamilton- 
Wee. How does that connect 
Idw with the evidence of Mr. 
Codd? How does my learned 
6foad show that the Captain 
Tuckett of whom Mr. Codd m 


speaking is the Captain Tuckett 
who lived at Hamilton-place, and 
who had offices at the Poultry? 
Mr. Codd does not know it ; he 
never saw him at the Poultry; 
he never saw him at Hamilton- 
place ; he has no reason to know 
that he lives there. The whole of 
the evidence is this: that Mr. Codd 
knows a gentleman of the name 
of Harvey Garnett Phipps Tuck- 
ett, and that that gentleman was 
formerly in the 1 1th dragoons, and 
that he, Mr. Codd, received his 
half pay ; but there It no evidence 
that that was the person who was 
upon Wimbledon Common. My 
Lords, I say that my learned friend 
the Attorney General has distinctly 
failed, and I say that he knows it. 
He knows that there is no evidence 
to connect the person of whom Mr. 
Codd is speaking with any person 
connected with this transaction. 
My learned friend said that he ob- 
tains from the card one of the 
Christian names "Harvey Tuckett/* 
Is that to be proof that the person 
named in this indictment 44 Harvey 
Garnett Phipps Tuckett ” is the 
same person ? I ask whether any 
one of the judges would leave 
that question to a jury. There 
might be two persons of the name 
of “ Harvey Tuckett.** Nay, 
when my learned friend is refer- 
ring to matters out of this house, 
we know that in the very regiment 
commanded by the noble Lord at 
the bar there were two gentlemen 
of the same surname, and, 1 he* 
have, of the same Christian name. 
But the question is this, — not what 
your Lordships know out of this 
house, nor what your lordships 
may surmise or conjecture, — hut, 
sitting as judges in a criminal case, 
looking at tine evidence alone, is 
there any evidence before your 
Lmdriups to prove that the gentfe* 
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man who was upon Wimbledon 
Common bears the Christian name 
and surname of “ Harvey Garnett 
Phipps Tuckett ?*' My Lords, I 
submit that there is no evidence of 
it whatever ; and however unsat- 
isfactory a termination it may be 
to the persons conducting this pro- 
secution, that your Lordships will 
feel that they have failed in an 
essential part of it, and that the 
prisoner now at your Lordships’ 
bar ought not to be called upon 
for any defence to this case. 

Lord High Steward. — When 
this objection was taken, I thought 
the proper course would be for 
strangers to withdraw ; and I think 
that is the proper course, when, in 
a criminal court, an objection is 
taken that there is no evidence to 
go to the jury, that the judge 
should then make up his mind 
whether there is such evidence or 
not. The learned counsel, how- 
ever, did not object to the argu- 
ment of the Attorney General, and 
therefore I did not think it right 
to interpose, in order to prevent 
his being heard* But I wish to 
say, with a view to the general 
administration of criminal justice, 
that the utmost that is ever re- 
quired from the counsel for the 
prosecution who is so challenged 
is to point out those parts of the 
evidence upon which he relies to 
make out the case to be submitted 
to the jury, I do not recollect any 
case in which an argument has been 
entered into upon such an occasion. 
Generally speaking, I believe the 
practice has been to prevent any 
such argument from being heard 
in that stage of the case. I men- 
tion this with a view to the con- 
sequences, which may be of some 
importance in the practice of crimi- 
nal courts; and I now move your 
Lordships that strangers, as 1 first 
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suggested, be directed to with* 
draw. 

The counsel were directed to 
withdraw. 

Strangers were directed to with- 
draw; and the Earl of Cardigan 
retired in the custody of the yeo- 
man usher. 

His Grace the Lord Higl 
Steward returned to his chair. 

A protestation of the Archbisbo] 
of Canterbury for himself and th< 
rest of the Bishops was delivered 
desiring leave to be absent whei 
judgment was given ; upon whicl 
leave was given. 

The objection taken by the coun 
sel for the Earl of Cardigan wa 
considered. 

*The Lord High Steward spok 
to the following effect : 

My Lords, as none of your Lori 
ships appear disposed to address t! 
house, it occurs to me that 1 ma 
possibly be expected, as holding tl 
great office which 1 have the hoi 
our to fill, to state my view of tl 
circumstances in which we ai 
placed, and my opinion of tl 
course which il may be most pri 
per for your Lordships to pursue 

The learned counsel who coi 
duct this prosecution having closi 
their case, and laid before yoi 
Lordships all the evidence whi' 
they mean to offer, the defend* 
of Lord Cardigan, in conformi 
to the usual practice of our crii 
inal courts, have objected that th 
evidence is insufficient to make o 
the charge, and now require yo 
Lordships, instead of calling up 
the prisoner for his defence, 
pronounce his sentence of acquit! 
immediately. 

• This is introduced into the Repo 
though notin conformity with precedi 
(having passed while the House was 
deliberation with closed doors), by t 
special direction of the House. 
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t0 13 The ch&rge is, as your Lordships 
are well aware, that the Earl of 
Cardigan feloniously and ma- 
liciously shot with a loaded pistol 
dtotf at a person named in the indict- 
ment Harvey Garnett Phipps 
• Tuckett. The defect, upon which 
the learned counsel rely, is this : 
rd that no proof has been adduced 
5 is that the party at whom the loaded 
rcii^ pistol was directed bore that name. 

1 W 1 It is proper, in the first place, 

to observe that the law certainly 
ienti* requires such proof to be given. 
The law would [jive no counte- 
nance to the opinion that, where 
thcotf the injury itself is, in fact, well 
established, the name or names 
borne by the injured party may 
he considered as immaterial. If 
he is unknown, a special provision 
)ur L® is made for that case ; but he 

IdresJ ought to be truly described, if he 

at I* is known, by those who prefer the 

.iditf bill of indictment before the Grand 

tkk Jury; they ought to have some 

jvcf® evidence of his using or bearing 

*e s that name. The offence is, in- 
of 5 deed, in its own nature the same, 

nostp whether committed against the 

pw* person of Thomas or of John ; but 

rbo* the fact must be truly stated, and 

g cl* every material allegation must be 

re f proved ; and if the act is charged 

i wfc committed against John, and 
;feni proved to have been committed 

forts* against Thomas, that variance en- 

ird* titles the prisoner to an acquittal ; 

jjattfc and if it is not proved to have 

been committed against John, the 
tef equally falls to the ground, 
g n ft The reasons on which this rule of 

ice , 8 practice may have been founded 

quip your Lordships will not expect 

me to discuss* The existence of 
— ^ the rule, and its constant applica- 

IWj ti° n > admit of no doubt. There 

^ would be little hazard in asserting 

that no year passes without some 
example of acquittals taking place 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


in some of the courts, by reason 
of mistakes or defects of this kind. 
Doubts have sometimes arisen on 
the sufficiency and propriety of 
the designations given by bills of 
indictment to parties injured ; and 
the fifteen judges, to whom refer- 
ence has been made on such occa- 
sions, invariably acting upon that 
rule, have decided cases of the 
utmost importance in accordance 
with it. 

Your Lordships, therefore, have 
now to examine the evidence ad- 
duced, with a view to the suffi- 
ciency of the proof of this neces- 
sary fact. 1 shall take the liberty 
of shortly recapitulating what the 
witnesses have sworn. For this 
purpose, ray Lords, it will be con- 
venient to assume at present that 
the noble Lord now on his trial 
was seen on Wimbledon Common 
to fire his loaded pistol at a person 
who passed by the name of Harvey 
Tuckett, and wounded him, and 
that the wounded person who gave 
his card as “ Captain Harvey 
Tuckett, No. 13, Hamilton-place,” 
was afterwards seen living there. 
What remains then to be proved 
is, that this Harvey Tuckett is 
the person mentioned in the in- 
dictment ; that is, that in addition 
to those two names, he bore the 
names also of Garnett Phipps. On 
this point, all who prove the facts 
just enumerated are wholly silent ; 
but other witnesses are brought 
forward for the express and only 
purpose of showing to your Lord- 
ships the existence of a gentleman 
called Harvey Garnett Phipps 
Tuckett, and his identity with the 
person wounded. 

Mr. Charles William Walthew 
deposed that he knows a person 
called Captain Tuckett, who occu- 
pied apartments in the witness’s 
house, in the Poultry, as an office 
T 
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for carying on some business in 
the city. When asked what were 
the names of Captain Tuckett, he 
said he knew him by no other 
name than that of Harvey Tuckett ; 
adding, however, that this person 
lived at No. 13, Hamilton -place, 
New-road. But he further stated 
that he had never seen him in 
Hamilton -place, nor knew of his 
living there, except from the cir- 
cumstance of his giving that ad- 
dress when he hired his office in 
the witness’s house, and of the 
witness having forwarded a hamper 
to him at that address, of which 
he heard no more. Your Lord- 
ships, therefore, will observe that 
by this evidence nothing is brought 
to your knowledge, but the fact 
that some person, calling himself 
Harvey Tuckett, stated also that 
he resided at No. 13, Hamil ton- 
pi ace. The witness knows no- 
thing whatever of the party's nu- 
merous names, and of his residence 
he knows nothing, except as be- 
fore stated. His lodger, by giving 
the reference, no more proved that 
he resided there, than the wounded 
man proved the same fact, by 
giving his card, which was not 
pretended to furnish any proof of 
the residence, except in combina- 
tion with his being seen there 
afterwards. But even if the refer- 
ence, combined with the forward- 
ing of the hamper, had proved that 
he resided at Hamiiton-place, there 
is no proof that he bore the four 
names stated in the indictment. 

The other witness was Mr. Ed- 
ward Septimus Codd, an Army 
agent, who is acquainted with a 
person fully answering the desig- 
nation in the indictment, Harvey 
Garnett Phipps Tuckett. He 
knows him as a captain on half- 
pay, who formerly belonged to 
\he 11th regiment of Light Dra- 


goons, and the witness has recede* 
his half-pay for him quarterly fb 
three or four years. But the plan 
at which he has been in the habit o 
paying the money to him is in th 
witness's own house in Fludyei 
street. He did so on the 30th c 
September last, during the perio 
for which the magistrate’s exam 
nation of the wounded man ha 
been suspended on account of tl 
injury inflicted upon him. Th 
witness does not appear even I 
have heard of his Captain Tucke 
as residing in Hamiiton-place. 

Here then is an absolute m 
of circumstances to connect tl 
individual at whom the pistol w 
fired, and who afterwards was set 
wounded in Hamiiton-place, wi 
the half-pay officer known to M 
Codd as bearing the names set for 
in the indictment on which to 
Lordships are sitting in judgmci 
For the mere fact of the wound 
person bearing some of the nan 
used by the half-pay officer is 
proof that the former and the lati 
are the same : and the represent 
tion by that officer of his havi 
held a commission in the same i 
giment of which Lord Cardig 
told the policeman that he hinu 
was colonel, (which, coupled w 
the actual receipt of half-pay, n 
sufficiently prove that fact,) e» 
not, 1 apprehend, be turned int 
presumption that those individu 
would meet in hostile array. H 
are two distinct lines of testamoi 
and they never meet in the sa 
point. 

In the oourse of tbeaigunx 
at the bar in behalf of the pro 
cution, your Lordships were as! 
what proof of a name eould re** 
ably be expected, and whether ji 
tice ought to be defeated for w< 
of the baptismal register of a p« 
described. If 1 were bound 
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m give an answer to this question, I 
in® should say in general terms that 
:dej whatever fact requires proof in the 
k* course of any judicial proceeding 
m ought to be made out by adequate 
fi means by the party on whom the 
tk burden of proof is cast by the law, 
j* p —that is, by the prosecutor of an 
ifl indictment, where the plea of Not 
w\ Guilty puts in issue all the facts 
til that go to make up the offence 
3. I charged. But it was not conten- 
ds ded at the bar that any proof from 
i fa the baptismal register was indis- 
m pensaWe, or that it would not be 
ji tt enough to produce evidence of the 
at: party's bearing, using, or being 

I*! known by the name attributed to 
trai him. It was not urged that Mr. 
ice, i Codd’s knowledge that the person 
i iff of whom he spoke used the four 
*i names in the indictment might not 
id« rationally convince your Lordships 
jj* that the four names belong to that 
m person • but it was urged, that the 
e* person using and owning the four 
#1 names was not shown to be the 
be* same person who, under the name 
re# of Captain Harvey Tuckett, had 
i* been engaged in the duel fought 
0 0n Wimbledon Common. 

No fact is easier of proof in its 
hi* own nature, and numerous wit- 
nesses are alwaysat hand to estab- 
y.i li 8 h it with respect to any person 
j i conversant with society. In the 

is present case the simplest means 
rib were accessible. If those who 
fj t conduct the prosecution had ob- 

0 tained your Lordships’ order for 

>0 the appearance at your bar of 
Captain Tuckett, and if the wit- 
0 nesses of the duel had deposed to 
0 His being the man who left the 
$ field after receiving Lord Cardi- 
0 gan’s shot, Mr. Coud might have 
■jt been asked whether that was the 
0 gentleman whom he knew by the 
gp rout names set forth in the indict- 
j \ went. HU answer in the affirma- 


tive would have been too conclusive 
on the point to admit of the pre- 
sent objection being taken. 

Several other methods of proof 
will readily suggest themselves to 
your Lordships’ minds. Even if 
obstacles had been interposed by 
distance of time and place, by the 
poverty of those seeking to enforce 
the law, by the death of witnesses, 
or other casualties, it cannot be 
doubted that the accused must 
have had the benefit of the failure 
of proof, however occasioned ; and 
here, where none of those causes 
can account for the deficiency, it 
seems too much to require that 
your Lordships should volunteer 
the presumption of a fact, which, 
if true, might have been made 
clear and manifest to every man’s 
understanding by the shortest pro- 
cess. Your Lordships were inform- 
ed that no person out of doors 
could hesitate, on the proof now 
given, to decide that the identity 
is well made out. Permit me, my 
Lords, to say that you are to decide 
for yourselves, upon the proofs 
brought before you, and that no- 
thing can be conceived more dan- 
gerous to the interests of justice, 
than for a judicial body to indulge 
in any speculations on what may 
possibly be said or thought by 
others who have not heard the 
same evidence, nor act with the 
same responsibility, nor (possibly) 
confine their attention to the evi- 
dence actually adduced. 

If, my Lords, the present were 
an ordinary case, tried before one 
of the inferior courts, and the same 
objection had been taken in this 
stage to the proof of identity, the 
judge would consult his notes, and 
explain how far he thought the 
objection well founded, and I ap- 
prehend that the jury would at 
once return a verdict of acquittal. 

T8 i 
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Your Lordships, sitting in this 
High Court of Parliament, unite 
the functions of both. I have 
stated my own views as an indi- 
vidual member of the court, of the 
question by you to be considered, 
discussed, and decided. Though 
I have commenced the debate, it 
cannot be necessary for me to dis- 
claim the purpose of dictating my 
own opinion, which is respectfully 
laid before you, with the hope of 
eliciting those of the House at 
large. If any other duty is cast 
upon me, or if there is any more 
convenient course to be pursued, I 
shall be greatly indebted to any of 
your Lordships who will be so land 
as to instruct me in it. In the 
absence of any other suggestion I 
venture to declare my own judg- 
ment, grounded on the reasons 
briefly submitted, that the Earkof 
Cardigan is entitled to be declared 
Not Guilty. 

After deliberation, it was moved 
that the House do now proceed to 
give their opinion, whether the 
said Earl is guilty or not guilty of 
the charge in the indictment; 
which, being put, passed in the 
affirmative. 

Strangers were again admitted. 

Then, after proclamation made 
for silence, the Lord High Steward, 
standing up, by a list called every 
peer by his name* beginning with 
the junior baron, and asked him, 
“ John Lord Keane, how says your 
Lordship ; is James Thomas Earl 
of Cardigan guilty of the felony 
whereof ne stands indicted, or not 
guilty ?** 

Whereupon John Lord Keane, 
standing up in his place uncovered, 
and laying his right hand upon his 
breast, answered, Not guilty, 
upon mine honour. 

In like manner, the several Lords 
after mentioned, being all that 


were present, answered in the 
same words. 


Thomas Lord Monteagle of Brandon. 
Arthur Lord De Freyne. 

Nicholas William Lord Colborne. 
Chandos Lord Leigh of Stoneleigh. 
Charles Lord Sudely. 

William Lord Bateman. 

Charles Lord Glenelg. 

Alexander Lord Ashburton. 

Philip Charles Lord de L’Isle and 
Dudley. 

James Lord Abinger. 

William Lord Fitzgerald. 

John William Lord Duncannon. 
Francis Godolphin Lord Godolphin. 
William Lewis Lord Dinorben, 


Thomas Lord Kenlis. 

George William Fox Lord Rossie. 
Henry Lord Brougham and Vaux. 
William Draper Lx>rd Wynford. 
Charles Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 
Henry Lord Cowley. 

Thomas Lord Metros. 

John Henry Lord Tenterden. 

John Singleton Lord Lyndhurst. 
James Archibald Lord Wharnchfff. 
John James Lord Rayleigh. 

John George Weld Lord Forster, 
John Lord Ormonde. 

John William Robert Lord Ker. 
Charles Lord Colchester. 

William Lord Melbourne. 

James Andrew Lord Dalbousie. 
Alan Legge Lord Gardner. 

George Augustus Frederick Charlei 
Lord Sheffield. 


George James Lord Arden. 

John Tboma * Lord Redesdale. 
Thomas Atherton Lord Lilford. 
John Lord Northwich. 

Robert John Lord Carrington. 
George Lord Calthorpe. 

Randolphe Lord Stewart of Garlie*. 
Edward Thomas Lord Thurlow. 
Henry Hall Lord Gage. 

Richard Lord Braybrooke. 

George Lord Kenyon. 

Fletcher Lord Grantley. 

Charles Lord Southampton. 

Thomas Lord Walaingbam. 

Henry Edward Lord Holland. 
George Lord Boston. 

Henry Lord Montfort. 

John Lord Montfort. 

John Lord Colville of Culross. 
Alexander Georye Lord Saltoun. 
Hugh Charles Lord Clifford of Cbud- 
leigh. 

William Lord Ward. 
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Thomas Miles Lord Beaumont. 
Thomas Lord Camoys. 

Peter Robert Lord Willoughby d’ 
Eresby. 

George Edward Lord Audley. 

William George Lord Kilmarnock. 
Charles Viscount Canterbury. 

William Carr Viscount Beresford. 
George Viscount Gordon. 

Cornwallis Viscount Hawarden. 

Samuel Visconnt Hood. 

John Robert Viscount Sydney. 

Henry Viscount Hereford. 

Henry George Francis Earl of Ducie. 
Thomas William Earl of Lichfield. 
William Pitt Earl Amherst. 

John Sommers Earl Sommers. 

John Earl of Eldon. 

Thomas Philip Earl de Grey. 

John Reginald Earl Beauchamp. 
George Augustus Frederick Henry 
Earl of Bradford. 

Edmund Earl of Morley. 

James Walter Earl of Verulam. 
Gilbert Earl of Minto. 

Thomas Earl of Wilton. 

James Alexander Earl of Rosslyn. 
James Earl of Bandon. 

George Charles Earl of Lucan. 
William Earl of Wicklow. 

Stephen Esrl of Mount Cashel 1. 

George Earl Cadogan. 

Henry John George Earl of Car- 
narvon. 

George Earl of Beverley. 

Ernest Augustus Earl of Mount Edg- 
cumbe. 

Arthur Blundell Sandys Trumbull 
Earl of Hillsborough. 

Henry George Earl Bathurst. 

William Earl of Radnor. 

George John Earl De Lawarr. 

Charles Philip Earl of Hardwicke. 
Henry Richard Earl Brooke and Earl 
of Warwick. 

Heneage Earl of Aylesford. 

Charles Augustus Earl of Tankerville. 
Edward Earl of Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer. 

Montagu Earl of Abingdon. 

Cropley Earl of Shaftesbury. 

Arthur Atgernon Earl of Essex. 

John William Earl of Sandwich. 
George Earl of Chesterfield. 

William Basil Percy Earl of Denbigh. 
William Earl of Devon. 

Constantine Henry Marquess of Nor- 
roanby. 

George Horatio Marquess of Chol- 
mottdeley. 

Henry William Marquess of Anglesey. 


Spencer Joshua Alwyne Marquess of 
Northampton. 

Brownlow Marquess of Exeter. 

John Marquess of Bute. 

James Marquess of Abercorn. 

James Brownlow William Marquess of 
Salisbury. 

Richard Plantagenet Duke of Buck- 
ingham and Chandos. 

George Duke of Marlborough. 

Henry Duke of Beaufort. 

Edward Adolphus Duke of Somerset. 

George William Frederick Earl of 
Clarendon, Lord Privy Seal. 

Henry Marquess of Lansdowne, Lord 
President of the Council. 

His Royal Highness Adolphus Fre- 
derick Duke of Cambridge. 

But William Harry Duke of 
Cleveland answered, “ Not guilty 
legally, upon my honour.* 

Then the Lord High Steward, 
standing up uncovered at the chair 
as he did when he put the ques- 
tion to the other Lords, declared 
his opinion to the same effect, and 
in the same manner. 

Then the Lord High Steward 
declared that the Earl of Cardigan 
is acquitted of the felony whereof 
he stands indicted, all the Lords 
present having unanimously voted 
him fi Not guilty." 

Proclamation was made for 
bringing the prisoner to the bar. 

The Earl of Cardigan was 
brought to the bar by the Yeoman 
Usher. 

Lord High Steward. — James 
Thomas Earl of Cardigan, you 
have been indicted for a felony, for 
which you have been tried by your 
Peers, and I have the satisfaction 
of declaring to you that their 
Lordships have pronounced you 
not guilty by an unanimous sen- 
tence. The number of their Lord- 
ships present I have not precisely 
at this moment before me, or I 
should have been glad to have 
stated it to your Lordship; but 
their Lordships have unanimously 
said “ Not guilty." 
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His Lordship retired. 

Proclamation was made for dis- 
solving the commission, and the 
white staff being delivered to the 
Lord High Steward by the Gen- 
tleman Usher of the Black Rod, 
his Grace stood up uncovered, 
and holding the staff in both his 
hands, broke it in two, and de- 
clared the commission dissolved. 


[As a pendant to the above trial , 
that of one of the seconds , before 
one of the ordinary tribunals (f 
the country , is here added , ] 

Central Criminal Court, 
March 3. 

John Douglas Esq., captain in 
her Majesty's Eleventh Hussars, 
being placed at the bar, Mr. Clarke 
(the clerk of the court) read the 
indictment, which charged the pri- 
soner with having, on the 12th of 
September last, in the parish of 
Wandsworth, with a certain pistol, 
loaded with gunpowder and a 
leaden ball, at and against one 
called Captain Harvey Garnett 
Phipps Tuckett, feloniously shot, 
with intent to murder the said 
Captain Harvey Garnett Phipps 
Tuckctt. A second count charged 
the prisoner with wilfully, ma- 
liciously, and unlawfully, having 
shot at the said Captain Harvey 

G. P. Tuckett, with intent to maim 
him. A third count charged the 
prisoner with intent to do some 
grievous bodily harm to the said 

H. G. P. Tuckett. 

The prisoner pleaded <f Not 
Guilty" in a confident tone. 

Mr. Justice Williams inquired 
if any one appeared for the prose- 
cution ? 

This question was answered in 
the negative by Mr. Clark. The 
solicitor who originally had the 
case for the prosecution in hand 


(Mr. Hobler) was in court, but 1 
was not empowered to instm 
counsel or take any part in tl 
proceedings of this day. It a 
pears that, since the examinatii 
of the witnesses before the grai 
jury, he had taken measures 
secure the attendance of other pc 
sons whose evidence would ha 
been important, some of them 
had subpoenaed, and was fust abo 
to issue summonses for tne othe: 
amongst whom were the post-bo 
who drove the parties to Wimbl 
don-common, when he received 
intimation from the Police Col 
missioners to stay all proceedinj 
No explanation of the reason w 
this extraordinary course was 
be pursued was given. But in t 
interim, Mr. Vizard had been a 
pointed solicitor to the Hoi 
Office, and to him was the busmi 
transferred. Mr. Hobler, ho 
ever, ventured to advise the Coi 
missioners to instruct counsel 
appear to-day, and say, that af 
what had passed elsewhere, no e 
dence for the prosecution woi 
be offered ; the authorities of 1 
Home Office, however, declined 
act upon that advice, leaving i 
matter to their new functions 
Mr. Vizard. 

Mr. Justice Williams direc 
the trial to proceed, and the u 
nesses, T. H. Dann, the mill 
constable of the parish of Wi 
bledon ; Sarah Dann, his wii 
his son, a lad aged fourteen ; s 
John Busain, Inspector of Poli 
were examined at length, and 
peated the statements made at 1 
trial of the Earl of Cardigan. 

Sir J. E. Anderson, M.D., it 
attended the duellists professk 
ally, declined, as before, to ansv 
any question, lest he should imi 
cate himself. 

None of the Daiui family cot 
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identify Captain Douglas, and Mrs. 
Dann pointed him out as the 
wounded man. 

Thomas Bicknell, superintend- 
ent of the V division of police, 
stated that he had no evidence to 
give, but he had been bound over 
as the public prosecutor in this 
esse, of which he knew nothing. 

Mr. Justice Williams; Of course, 
then, I can ask you nothing. I had 
no deposition of yours, and could 
nut tell what you knew or did not 
know. 

Thomas Dann, the constable, was 
recalled by the Court, and pro- 
duced a card which had been given 
to him at his own house by one of 
the Eve gentlemen who were all 
present at the time. It was given 
to him either by Captain Tuckett 
or by Captain Wain wright. 

Mr. Thesiger objected to the 
card being received as evidence 
against the prisoner, and the ob- 
jection was allowed. 

Superintendent Bicknell re- 
called, 

Mr. Justice Williams, address- 
ing him, said : You say you were 
bound over to prosecute. I have 
examined those witnesses of whose 
depositions I have been informed ; 
I have also called those named on 
the back of the indictment, and 
who have been presented to the 
grand jury. Is there any other 
witness you are aware of who can 
give evidence in this case ? 

Bicknell: None but Mr. Fletcher, 
the magistrate's clerk. But 1 do not 
know what he has to state. 

George Chas. Fletcher was then 
called, but he had no evidence to 
give, nor did he know of any. 

Mr. J uttiee Williams, addressing 
the jury, said he was wholly igno- 
rant of the circumstances or causes 
by which it had happened that no- 
tody appeared in behalf of this 


prosecution. He ought to regret 
it, for it had imposed upon him 
the somewhat difficult and arduous 
task of examining the witnesses, 
and also a certain degree of anxiety 
to take care, whatever might be 
the cause of no person appearing 
to conduct the prosecution, that it 
should not fail for want of any 
witness or witnesses being called 
that knew anything of the trans- 
action. Every witness of whom 
he had heard had been called and 
examined to the best of his ability, 
in order to bring from them every 
fact and circumstance connected 
with the case ; nay, in addition to 
that which was considered the or- 
dinary course of proceeding, and 
the duty of a judge, he had called 
upon the party who was bound 
over to prosecute, if he could fur- 
nish more evidence, to throw ad- 
ditional light upon the case. Now, 
therefore, the ordinary course hav- 
ing been pursued, and somewhat 
more, and all the sources of in- 
formation at his command having 
been exhausted, it remained for 
him only to communicate his judg- 
ment, as to whether any case should 
be submitted to their consideration. 
They could not close their eyes to 
the fact that a duel had been 
fought on Wimbledon-common on 
the day mentioned. That the jury 
must be as much convinced of as that 
he was then addressing them. The 
prisoner was indicted for shooting 
at Harvey Garnett Phipps Tuckett, 
and it was essential that it should 
be proved that a man bearing that 
name was so shot at by the pri- 
soner at the bar ; but of that there 
was not one tittle of evidence. 
Mention was made of a card, and, 
thinking that it might have borne 
some evidence against the prisoner, 
he had called for it. When that 
card, however, was presented to 
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the witness who produced it, no- 
thing appeared to have passed to 
fix it upon him. But the name 
upon the card was “ Harvey 
Tuckett and it did not follow of 
necessity that this should mean 
the man named in the indictment, 
any more than John Thomas or 
Peter Nokes, and by consequence 
there was no proof that such a 
man was shot at. Moreover, none 
of the witnesses who saw the duel 
had spoken to the person of Capt. 
Douglas. The only witness who 
recognised him was the police in- 
spector, who saw him in company 
with the Earl of Cardigan three- 
quarters of an hour after the trans- 
action, a point which he should 
have submitted to the jury, had 
not the preliminary point failed; 
namely, that such a person as that 
named in the indictment had been 
shot at. The indictment, there- 
fore, must fall to the ground, and 
the prisoner was entitled to an 
acquittal. 

The jury accordingly returned a 
verdict of Not Guilty. 

UTICA, U. S. 

Trial op Alexander M'Leod 
for Murder. 

The trial of Alexander M'Leod 
at Utica, in the State of New 
York, on a charge of murder, 
fraught with consequences affect- 
ing the peace of two great nations, 
and perhaps involving also that of 
Europe, raising important ques- 
tions of the law of nations, and 
presenting some interesting facts 
relative to the state of feeling, 
moral and political, in the United 
States, and involving the life of a 
British officer, will be properly in- 
cluded under the head of State 
Trials, although it might seem, at 
first sight, scarcely to belong to a 


portion of this work usually ap- 
propriated to the legal transactions 
of our own country. 

In our Historical portion will 
be found a recapitulation of the 
events attending the destruction of 
the steam-boat Caroline , and the 
death of Amos Durfee; the sei- 
zure of Mr. M c Leod and the cor- 
respondence between the official 
representatives of the two coun- 
tries ; and the state of feeling of 
the respective nations. 

The trial, which commenced at 
Utica on the 4th October 1841, 
continued six days. Our limits 
will not permit that we should 
give even an abstract of the ad- 
dresses of the counsel on either 
part, or of the evidence brought 
forward. Fortunately, the ability 
of the learned judge who presided, 
and the admitted fulness and im- 
partiality of his summing-up, ren- 
der the task unnecessary. Upon 
examination of the evidence, there 
seems room but for one remark— 
that in the cross-examination of 
the witnesses Frederick Emmons 
and James Field, the possibility 
seemed to be inferred that the de- 
ceased might have been killed by a 
shot from the store near the wharf, 
and on the spot on which his body 
was found, and consequently not 
on board the Caroline, nor by any 
of the British subjects engaged in 
the expedition. This point, how- 
ever, does not seem to have been 
insisted upon by the counsel for 
the defence, nor touched upon by 
the learned judge. 

The Court met at nine o’clock, 
and notwithstanding the excite- 
ment said to prevail, the space set 
aside for the accommodation of the 
public was by no means crowded. 
The prisoner was brought in in 
the custody of the sheriff* and 
took his seat by the side of bis 
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counsel, Messrs. Spencer, Bradley, 
and Gardner. The jury were era- 
pannelled with few challenges, an 
application to set aside one of the 
jury until the panel should he ex- 
hausted having been overruled, the 
law admitting only an absolute 
challenge. The case was opened 
by Mr. Willis Hall, the Attorney- 
General. The trial presented no 
other remarkable legal feature. 

The following is the charge de- 
livered by Judge Gridley to the 
jury:— 

Gentlemen of the Jury , 

I congratulate you on your at 
length arriving at the present 
stage of this long-protracted trial. 
After your patience having been 
drawn upon for six days in listen- 
ing to the trial, and a day and a 
half in listening to the argument 
of counsel, you have at last arrived 
at that period when you are called 
on to discharge the last and deeply 
solemn duty which devolves upon 
you. I congratulate you also upon 
the auspicious circumstances under 
which you approach the perform- 
ance of this duty. We know, it 
is true, that a deep and pervading 
interest is felt in this case through- 
out the entire land. We are also 
aware that a portion of the public 
press has, from the commencement 
of this controversy, teemed with 
inflammatory and passionate ar- 
ticles. We have likewise heard of 
popular commotions in various 
parts of the country, and in par- 
ticular in the county where the in- 
dictment against the prisoner was 
found. Still, though these dis- 
turbing influences may prevail 
elsewhere, we can at least say that 
they have not entered this solemn 
temple of justice. If the waves of 
excited popular feeling have swept 
•long in other quarters, they have 


not reached the portals of this 
building, consecrated as it is to the 
faithful administration of that jus- 
tice to which the people and the 
prisoner alike appeal. During the 
proceedings here, it may also be 
remarked, we have seen attentive 
auditors in the persons of loyal 
subjects of Great Britain, who not 
long since were in arms in defence 
of their soil $ and on the other 
hand, we had the presence of more 
than one distinguished actor in the 
scenes of blood and suffering con- 
nected with the recent abortive at- 
tempt at revolution in the Canadian 
provinces. Yet although these in- 
dividuals, as well as others who 
have been present, must have been 
deeply interested auditors and spec- 
tators of what has occurred, not a 
single murmur has been heard— 
not a single ebullition of excited 
feeling has escaped. All has been 
quietness and good order, and a 
signal proof has been given that 
here is a spot where justice can be 
purely administered, and that here, 
if nowhere else, the decision of an 
upright, intelligent, and honest 
jury, will be acknowledged sove- 
reign and supreme. It is under 
these auspicious circumstances that 
I invite your attention, gentlemen, 
to the questions connected with 
this great and important case. Al- 
low me to offer a simple additional 
passing remark, and it is this — in 
order to appreciate properly the 
questions on which you are to pro- 
nounce your judgment, it will be 
necessary that you should keep 
your minds entirely unembarrassed 
by the consideration of other mat- 
ters which have in reality nothing 
whatever to do with the merits of 
the case. The counsel on one side 
and the other, as it was their duty 
and right, have presented suoh ar- 
guments, and discussed such topics, 


Digitized by 


Google 



282 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


as they deemed likely to serve the from Buffalo to Schlosser, touching 7 

interests of the parties whom they at Navy Island ; and that after i 

represent. But the tribunal which that, on the same day, she made { 

tries has also duties to perform, al- two trips to Navy Island from r 

together different from those in- Schlosser ; that it was instrumental 4 

cuinbent on the advocates intrusted in conveying armed men, arms, i 

with the interests of those who are provisions, and one piece of ord- $ 

placed at its bar. The case of this nance, to Navy Island. Further t; 

prisoner, gentlemen, I may simply than this, it does not appear that i 

say, is to be tried like that of any the Caroline was instrumental in 

other person indicted for the same promoting the interests of the oc« n 

offence. The first question is, has cupants of Navy Island. Now, 1 1 

any murder been committed ? And the colonial association in Canada rj j 

the second question is, is the pri- saw fit to regard this boat as a $] 

soner at the bar guilty of that portion of the armament of the in- 
murder? On the first question, surgents, and resolved to destroy | 

gentlemen, the Supreme Court of her. Sir Allan M'Nab, the com- i \ { 

this 8 tate, as you have already mander of the provincial forces at t ^ 

learned during the progress of the Chippewa, ordered volunteers to { 

trial, have decided. Their au- embark in boats, of which fire s 

thority is binding on you and me. reached the Caroline, and from er 

We are sitting here to dispense them she was boarded, whilst her ' - n 

justice in the Circuit Court, and peaceful occupants were asleep in ^ 

must be governed by the decision her berths ; and with cutlasses, ^ 

of that superior tribunal which has boarding pikes, and fire-arms, the V{ 

sent down this issue to be tried attacking party chased the persons (; 

here. That is no longer an open on board, wounding some, killing j 

question, but an adjudicated one, one, and whether others expe- ^ 

and with it you have no concern, rienced the same fate we know x 

The circumstances out of which not, and then, having set fire to r 

the indictment originated, are the boat, the attacking party sent . 

briefly these : — In December 1837, her over the Falls. This is a brief B 

a body of Canadian refugees and history of the transaction, so hr as g 

American citizens occupied Navy it is necessary for you to consider 

Island, fortified themselves there, it for the purpose of understanding 

and opened a cannonade upon the and disposing of this cate. The ( 

Canadian main shore, where some acts I have described are held by 

2,500 or 3,000 men were assem- the prisoner s counsel to have been 

bled to protect their territory. Aid excused in the individual perform- 

was afforded to these occupants of ing them for the reasons — first, 

Navy Island by certain individuals because those acts were authorized; | 

in Buffalo ; and one William Wells, and, secondly, because done in self- 

the owner of the steam-boat Cara- defence ; and again, because the 

line, fox the purpose of promoting whole transaction has already be- | 

his own interests, as he swears be- come the subject of recognition 

fore you, had the steam-boat cut between the two Governments, so 

out from the ice where it lay in as to deprive this Court of juris- 

Bufialo Creek, and on the morning diction over the offence. These 

of the 29th December, the fatcu arguments have been laid before 

day, that boot made her first trip the Supreme Court, and that Court, 
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after great research and deliberate 
consideration, pronounced that this 
act of the hilling of Durfee, al- 
though performed in the prosecu- 
tion of an enterprise like that I 
have already described, was mur- 
der; and it follows, then, gentle- 
men, that all who were engaged 
in it are guilty of the same of- 
fence ; and it is not necessary that 
the arm of M‘Leod should have 
struck the fatal blow to render 
him guilty* Enough that he was 
engaged with others in that enter- 
prise. This question, then, is to 
be excluded from your considera- 
tion. It has, it is true, been dwelt 
on by counsel on both sides in their 
opening addresses, and during the 
progress of the trial. I refer to it, 
however, to inform you that it lias 
been already adjudicated on and is 
set at rest. Then comes the ques- 
tion, the important question on 
which you are to pass — is Alex- 
ander M'Leod guilty of that mur- 
der? The counsel for the people 
have presented many witnesses be- 
fore you, the tendency of whose 
testimony has been to show that 
the prisoner is guilty ; and in order, 
gentlemen, that you may under- 
stand and appreciate this testi- 
mony, 1 shall briefly place it in 
review before you. I shall divide 
it into two classes— the first branch 
embracing the direct and circum- 
stantial evidence other than that 
arising from confessions connecting 
the prisoner with this charge — the 
second class of evidence will con- 
sist entirely of confessions. The 
first witness, gentlemen, who has 
testified before you, is Gilman Ap- 
pleby. He is the only witness 
who wss on board the boat at the 
time of the attack. He was the 
captain of the boat-— he slept in 
the gentlemen’s cabin — he was 
awoke a Utile before midnight, as 


he thinks, by information that 
there were boats approaching ; he 
rose, and, partially dressed, made 
his way up the stairs, till he found 
his further progress arrested ; he 
retreated, but again returned, and 
had opened the door about a foot, 
when it was violently pushed open 
by some one outside, who then 
made a plunge at him with a 
sword, which glanced along two 
of his vest buttons and struck 
against the metal button of his 
pantaloons; he was considerably 
excited, but in that momentary 
glance he saw the features of the 
man thus attacking him, and his 
impression then was that the indi- 
vidual was Alexander M‘Leod; 
but, with all commendable pru- 
dence and caution — for which I 
honour him — this witness says 
that, amid the agitation of the 
moment, and in that hasty glance 
which passed in the twinkling of 
an eye, he cannot say that it was 
M‘Leod ; he had once before seen 
the prisoner at Buffalo, and it 
struck him at the time that his 
appearance was similar to that of 
the individual who thrust at him, 
but it was only one hurried glance, 
and he immediately replied to the 
question of counsel, when on the 
stand here, that he could not say 
that it was Alexander M‘Leod. 
The next witness is Sami. Drown. 
He resided at Chippewa, and was 
eu gaged in tending bar for one 
Smith, who kept a tavern there, 
and he says that he went up on 
the evening of this transaction to 
what was called the “cut,” and 
up the Niagara river ; that he was 
at the entrance of this “ cut that 
he was at the beacon light, saw 
the boats passing into the “ cut/* 
and then he thinks he recognised 
M‘Leod amongst the party em- 
barking in the boats ; it was dark; 
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but the witness expressed the cer- 
tainty of his belief that he then 
and there saw the prisoner. He 
says, he went from there to 
Davis’s tavern, where a portion 
of these persons came, and there, 
by a light which shone from 
within the bar room, or by a 
ligfyt out on the “ stoop/* although 
he cannot remember any light 
hanging out there, he professes to 
have seen then again Alexander 
M'Leod. He then says, that next 
morning, gentlemen, between day- 
light and sunrise, he heard some 
of the men in the tavern talking 
of M‘Leod*s being wounded, and 
was over on the opposite " stoop ;** 
the witness looked across, he said, 
and then thought he again recog- 
nized M'Leod. He says he went 
over to see whether M'Leod was 
wounded. He saw no one appar- 
ently wounded, and did not see 
M'Leod. He was then inquired 
of in relation to the degree of cer- 
tainty with which he could say 
that the man whom he saw was 
M'Leod, and he said in reply, that 
“ He saw a man whom he called 
M‘Leod.*’ Another question was 
put to him, and he then said, “ 1 
mean that I am as sure it was 
M‘Leod as that he now sits before 
me.** This is, gentlemen, his tes- 
timony. He submitted to a long 
cross-examination, and how far it 
went to shake your confidence in 
his statements, it is your province, 
gentlemen, to decide. There is, 
however, one consideration which 
I will submit to you ; it is this— 
that when you are to judge of the 
credit to be attached to the testi- 
mony of a witness, it is right and 
proper that you should observe his 
manner on the stand, the degree of 
intelligence which he exhibits, the 
amount of power of observation 
and accuracy of recollection! and 


having done so, you are to decide 
whether his answers satisfy you 
that he is honest, and in the whole, 
whether his statements are of such 
a character, when taken all in all, 
that you can rely upon them ; and 
if not sufficient to satisfy you al- 
together, you must decide in how 
far you should allow what degree 
of confidence you must repose in 
his testimony, and that you will 
bestow on it, and no more. It is 
argued by the prisoner’s counsel 
that the degree of darkness which 
prevailed there, and as testified to, 
was such as made it exceedingly 
rash for this witness to pronounce 
so confidently that he was able to 
recognize M‘Leod as well there as 
here to day. It is also argued that 
he stands before you impeached as 
to his character for truth and ver- 
acity, and to sustain this impeach- 
ment, witnesses have been called 
and have appeared before you. 
One Mr. Bates has testified that 
he lives near Canandaigua, near 
the residence of this witness, and 
he says, that he heard him speak- 
ing on this subject, I think at some 
former period when subpoenaed; 
and among other things he said he 
knew nothing in reference to this 
matter that could do M'Leod any 
harm or any good. The statement 
which he makes of what he said is 
somewhat qualified. It is remark- 
ed, on the other hand, that wit- 
nesses who are subpoenaed fre- 
quently make careless observations, 
and that this person being a poor 
man, might wish to avoid attend- 
ance on this trial. This is very 
true that persons often make care- 
less remarks, and had Drown made 
such a statement in presence of any 
one who could have excused him 
from attending here, then the plea 
of counsel would have been en- 
titled to greater regard from you. 
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If, in truth, the facts which he 
has here stated were remembered 
by him at that time, then they 
were ail facts material, and he 
could not have said consistently 
with truth, that he knew nothing 
of sufficient importance to harm or 
benefit the prisoner. This, gentle- 
men, is the extent of that individ- 
ual's testimony. You are to take 
it into your consideration, and are 
to exercise your judgment in re- 
ference to the effect it may have 
in detracting from your confidence 
in the evidence of Drown. I may 
add, that in order to restore your 
confidence in Drown, Bates was 
questioned, and in reply stated that 
that individual’s character for ver- 
acity had latterly improved, that 
formerly he had been an intemperate 
man, but was now reformed. The 
next witness, gentlemen, is Isaac 
P. Corson. He is a native of this 
state, a carpenter by trade ; he had 
been at Chippewa in prosecution 
of his business ; he testifies that 
he was at Macklin's store on the 
afternoon, of the 29th of Decem- 
ber, 1837 ; that he there saw Mo- 
zier. Usher, and the prisoner ; that 
about nine o’clock he saw the pris- 
oner passing out of Davis’s ; that 
he also saw him next morning at 
sunrise with others on the " stoop” 
—that he was at some little dis- 
tance — that he could see only his 
head and shoulders — that he was 
telling of his exploits, and saying 
that he had killed a d — d Yankee 
—that he saw him again two or 
three days afterwards — that he 
then said he would like to be on 
another such expedition and bum 
Buffalo. This is an analysis of 
this witnesses’s testimony, which 
is spread over several pages of my 
minutes. You will recollect, gen- 
tlemen, this witness's cross-exam- 
ination, and will judge how far 


that weakened the force of the 
statements made by him on his di- 
rect examination. There is, how- 
ever, one point which demands 
your particular attention. This 
witness was inquired of as to who 
else were present when he heard 
M'Leod flourishing and boasting 
of having killed a Yankee. At 
first the witness could not recollect 
any one. At length he said he 
could name one Caswell. He was 
then asked whether he was present 
at this trial, and he said yes. He 
was then asked when it first oc- 
curred to him that he saw Caswell 
there, that morning, and he con- 
fessed that it was that very mo- 
ment. The cross-examination was 
protracted, and in the course of it, 
it came out that he had conversed 
with Caswell as late as the morn- 
ing of the day on which he testi- 
fied on the stand before you. That 
they talked of the affair of the 
Caroline , and that Caswell in- 
formed him that he was there that 
morning. It may be that that was 
all true, and that it really did not 
occur to him that Caswell was 
there till the moment that the 
question was put to him. But you 
are to judge of that. The next 
witness is Charles Parkes, bar- 
keeper at Davis’s tavern. He tes- 
tifies that the prisoner went to bed 
at Davis’s tavern early in the day, 
and got up between eight and nine 
o’clock in the evening ; that a gen- 
tleman called for him, and he went 
out; that half an hour or three 
quarters of an hour afterwards 
he saw him between Davis’s and 
the Chippewa-creek ; that a good 
many people were on the road; 
that M f Leod went into one of the 
boats ; that at about sunrise next 
morning he saw him at Davis's 
tavern ; that he again saw him a 
few days afterwards in the officers 
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mess-room* and there heard him 
say that he had killed a d — d 
Yankee, or something like that. 
At the close of his examination 
this witness was asked, whether 
he eould say with considerable cer- 
tainty that he saw M'Leod at the 
“cut,’' and he said he could. He 
was asked, further, and he said he 
had no doubt of it. He also stated 
that it was pretty dark that night, 
and testifies also to other things on 
account of which the counsel for 
the prisoner contends you should 
take his testimony with consider- 
able grains of allowance. He tes- 
tifies as to his knowledge of M ( Leod, 
and among other things he says 
that he once went to see him in 
company with a brother-in-law, 
whom he aooompanied as a witness 
in case his evidence should be ne- 
camary. That money was paid to 
M f Leod ; but although he went as 
a witness, be cannot recollect the 
amount of the money paid on the 
occasion. It is also argued that 
this witness tells a very extraordi- 
nary story in relation to the man- 
ner in which he had been induced 
to appear here; that he started 
from home to make certain pur- 
chases in Buffalo ; that he suspect- 
ed some one who accosted him on 
the way with the design of arrest- 
ing him to insure his attendance as 
a witness on the trial; that he re- 
turned home ; again set out, and 
was arrested in Buffalo before he 
had time to transact any business ; 
that further, he was ignorant of 
dm law of tins state, and was so 
lightened by the alleged repre- 
sentations of Mr* Hawley, that he 
(Mr. Hawley) had power to enforce 
his attendance here, that he con- 
sented to oonvs. All this may or 
may not be the truth. This wit- 
psas also testifies that he was so- 
licited to come here by persons 


religiously opposed to bearing arm 
Now, gentlemen, I have no opinion 
to express on these matters. You 
are the sole judges of this testi- 
mony, and with you I leave it. 
The next witness is Caswell— he 
whom Corson spoke of, and he 
testifies in substance that be also 
saw M’Leod that morning at 
Davis's tavern. Then comes 
Quimby ; he is the witness from 
Pennsylvania. He testifies that 
he resided some two miles from 
Chippewa. That he was there on 
the 29th with a load of hay, which 
he sold to the Government, That 
he did not get paid for it at the 
time of the sale. That he remained 
till evening, and in the course of the 
evening he saw the prisoner at Da- 
vis's tavern. That he remained there 
from nine till ten o'clock. That 
he tlien started for home. Stop- 
ped at Pettis's, about a mile off, all 
night. That he then turned back, 
and was a^ain in Chippewa be- 
tween daylight and sunrise* That 
he went back to get payment for 
his hay at the Commissary 'a-offics. 
That he was going there when be 
saw M‘Leod. That he saw him 
on the " ridge," and that he thaw 
heard him boast of his exploits an 
the Caroline, and heard him de- 
clare that there was the blood of s 
Yankee on his sleeve. He is ques- 
tioned than as to whether he ex- 
pected to receive payment for bis 
hay at that early hour, and whether 
there were any persons in the off 00 , 
and he said there were not ; that 
he wished to be there in good sea- 
son, but did not, after all, get paid, 
and finally went home. But, gen- 
tlemen, it seems, according to the 
testimony of Mr. Lott, of Lotts- 
ville, Philadelphia, that on one 
occasion this Quimby came with 
another person for the purpose of 
making an affidavit before Mr. 
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Lott, who if a magistrate, and that 
that gentleman refused to take the 
affidavit, because Quimby was un- 
worthy of eredit ; that he went to 
another magistrate, by whom the 
affidavit was taken and sent on. 
Lott says, that he resides in Lotts- 
ville; that the reputation of the 
witness Quimby, while resident 
there, was very bad ; that he was 
not to be believed on oath ; and 
that in informing the prisoner's 
counsel of his character, he (Mr. 
Lott) had no private motives of 
malice or revenge to gratify. Now, 
it is said, and it is true, that ordi- 
narily a witness, to invalidate the 
testimony of another, should be 
sailed from the neighbourhood. 
But you are the arbiters of this 
question, and in your hands I leave 
it The evidence of Seth Hunnan, 
for whatever it is worth, is also 
before you. When examined be- 
fore, he said M‘Leod was not seen 
by him that morning; he now 
swears he was. You will give 
this the credit you deem it de- 
serves. Justice F. T. Stevens is 
then called and sworn. He testi- 
fies that he was present on the 
night in question, and that he saw 
three boats go out and return, and 
he distinctly and positively swears 
that he saw M’Leod disembark by 
the beacon light. That is a state- 
ment which is not supported by 
toy other witness, and is, on the 
contrary, hostile to the statements 
of all the other witnesses on both 
aides. It cannot be true. He was 
drammed from the stand without 
woiMnuuninatson. He has testi- 
fied to what is a deliberate false- 
hood— a falsehood for which the 
palliating plea of the probability 
of mistake cannot he offered. 
Leonard Anson is the next wit- 
ness. He swears that he saw 
M *Leod at the bar in Davis's tav- 


ern s that there were others there 
who took part in the expedition 
against the Caroline t each boasting 
as to who had committed the great- 
est crime; that there he saw M ( Leod 
draw out his pistol, and declare 
that he had killed a d— d Yankee, 
and that he pointed out the blood 
on the stock of the pistol. This, 
it is contended on the part of the 
prisoner, is an improbable story— 
that he could not have seen the 
blood on the pistol ; and other con- 
siderations have been submitted to 
you in relation to the testimony of 
this individual which it is unneces- 
sary for me to dwell upon now. 
You are the judges of their weight, 
and the attention which should be 
given them. These are, I believe, 
the only witnesses belonging to the 
first class of evidence. That is, 
these are the only witnesses who 
testify of their own knowledge as 
to facts unallied with confessions 
which go to connect M'Leod with 
this enterprise. And the prisoner’s 
counsel contend that some of these 
witnesses have been impeached, 
and that others have appeared in 
very doubtful circumstances ; tliat 
the darkness of the night was a 
good reason why no very great 
confidence should be placed in the 
statements of those testifying so 
positively that they recognised 
M'Leod with such certainty; and 
that which they have thus proved 
is enough to throw some shade of 
suspicion on the whole. That is 
the view taken of it by the pris- 
oner's counsel. While, on the 
other hand, the counsel for the 
prosecution insist that it is a mass 
of testimony which you must be# 
lieve, and which, believing, you 
cannot doubt the fact of the pris- 
oner's guilt. It is your province 
to criticise all this, and pass upon 
it your opinion. The other farsnek 
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of the evidence is that contained 
in the confessions of the prisoner ; 
and there is a principle of law, ap- 
plicable to that description of evi- 
dence, to which the counsel for the 
prisoner has directed your attention 
—that confessions are in themselves 
themostsurprisingkindof evidence, 
easily fabricated, and difficult to 
be disproved, liable to be mis- 
taken, partially heard, partially re. 
membered, apd unless corroborated 
by other testimony, the rule adopted 
by the elementary writers and sanc- 
tioned by the most distinguished 
jurists, is, that they are the most 
unsafe description of testimony. 
Nevertheless, they are competent 
to be weighed, judged of, and 
passed upon like all the other evi- 
dence in the case. I therefore, 
gentlemen, call your attention to 
the evidence of Henry Byers, and 
I would admonish you, that one 
rule by which you are to test the 
declarations of witnesses is, that 
you are to see whether they are 
probable — like what men in like 
circumstances would do. He tes- 
tifies that on one occasion, whilst 
he was passing Niagara Falls, he 
stopped at a tavern and saw M‘Leod 
with a number of others ; that 
M'Leod was accosted by name by 
another of the party; that he 
boasted that he had killed one 
d— d Yankee, or rebel, and that he 
compelled the witness to “ treat 
the party. You will judge of the 
credibility of this witness's story ; 
but there is one thing he said 
which has not been noticed by any 
one of the counsel, and which may 
aid you in passing judgment on his 
evidence ; he said that he marked 
the features of M'Leod well, as he 
determined to use him in a similar 
manner, if ever he got him on this 
side of the frontier. The next 
witness is Calvin Willson. He is 
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the keeper of a ferry at Youngs* 
town, in Canada, and he says that 
a few days after the destruction of 
the Caroline he went over to Ca- 
nada; went into a house where 
was a person of the name of Rayn- 
cock, M'Leod, and others, whom 
he named, who had been actors in 
that transaction, and that M'Leod 
said one of the d — d rebels got 
shot on the wharf. This witness 
has been cross-examined at length, 
and confessed that, though a poor 
man with a family, ho had given 
200 dollars to the ic Patriot** cause, 
and declined answering whether or 
not he had harboured the notorious 
Lett. To rebut his testimony, a 
respectable inhabitant of the town 
of Niagara, named Hamilton, was 
produced, and testified that he 
well knew Rayncock, and that 
that individual was absent in Eng- 
land at the time specified by Will- 
son. The next witness worthy of 
notice is Timothy Wheaton. He 
was called by permission after the 
prosecution rested, the Attorney- 
General supposing that there had 
been a reservation in favour of 
this witness. He deposes that 
about a year before, he had gone 
from Whilby, Canada, where he 
lived, to Niagara. Was near the 
ferry. Saw M'Leod coming from 
the water side, and the witness re- 
marked to him that the sentinels 
had a bard time of it ; that they 
then talked of the Navy islanders* 
and about their number ; that 
M'Leod said they never would 
have the Caroline there again, and 
added, that he was the second or 
third man who boarded her ; that 
then some person, a stranger to 
witness, interrupted the conversa- 
tion by taking M'Leod off; that 
he (witness) turned from the ferry* 
recollecting he had not a pass, and 
went back to the town. Gentle- 
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men! you are carefully to examine 
this evidence, and decide according 
to your conscientious conviction of 
the truth as it really is. If you 
believe this evidence, notwithstand- 
ing some objections to it, and 
notwithstanding some deductions 
which are to be made — if you be- 
lieve that it does, after all, present 
to you an amount of evidence which 
is sufficient to call up the prisoner 
to answer, then you are to take into 
consideration the defence opened 
before you. And it is undeniable, 
that on looking at this mass of evi- 
dence there is much of it that ap- 
pears questionable, and much of it 
remains that is not powerfully at- 
tached, and that does bear very 
hard on the question of the pri- 
soner's guilt. But passing from 
this, you are then to look at the 
prisoner’s side, because it is the 
right of every man put on trial 
here to present his witnesses, have 
them examined, and if he succeed 
in establishing the defence, to have 
the full benefit of it. That de- 
fence, gentlemen, is what is called 
an alibi. It is, in other words, 
that he had no part or lot — no sort 
of participation in this enterprise. 
And this, after the disposal of the 
first question already passed upon, 
is the only other ground of de- 
fence that exists ; and, in my judg- 
ment, no degree of suspicion should 
attach to it as an original defence, 
because it is, as I have just said, 
the only defence that remains for 
the prisoner at the bar. If he 
were, in truth, upon the expedi- 
tion, then is he guilty, and so you 
must pronounce him. But, gen- 
tlemen, if he was at that time five 
or rix or seven miles distant— if he 
had no participation in that enter- 
prise, then the same great prin- 
ciples of justice require that you 
should pronounce him innocent 
Voi» LXXXIII. 


The evidence sustaining this de- 
fence consists of the depositions of 
individuals avowedly participating 
in the expedition, and secondly, of 
the oral testimony of several indi- 
viduals, showing, or tending to 
show, that M'Leod was, during 
the execution of this enterprise, at 
a distant spot, in another town. 
First, then, with regard to the 
evidence of the commissions. The 
prisoner’s counsel is right in tell- 
ing you that evidence taken in this 
way is, and should be, less satis- 
factory than that given personally 
before you. But so far as the de- 
positions themselves go to describe 
the individuals testifying, you may 
derive some information respecting 
the standing and character of these 
individuals. Some of them are 
lawyers, some of them mariners, 
and some of them officers in her 
Majesty's service ; and by their 
description they should all be men 
of character and responsibility. It 
has been said that this commission 
was a “ roving commission that 
witnesses were examined whose 
names had not been returned ; but 
there was, in the spirit of libe- 
rality, and by consent, a stipula- 
tion made that more witnesses 
than those named might be exa- 
mined. It was also hinted, that 
some suspicion should attach to 
those depositions, from the manner 
in which they bad been made up. 
[The learned judge here described 
the manner in which the commis- 
sions were executed, and showed 
that no suspicion could possibly 
rest upon them. He then pro- 
ceeded.] The Attorney-General 
has criticised the testimony of these 
deponents with great minuteness 
and equally great ability. He has 
pointed out where the witnesses 
have contradicted each other or the 
truth. For instance, some saying 
U 
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that resistance was made on board 
the boat, whereas it has been 
shown that there was no resist- 
ance. If the witnesses swore so, 
knowing that they were swearing 
falsely, that will of course detract 
from their credibility. But Wells 
himself testifies that he overheard 
the sounds of fighting, and that in 
the darkness of the night and in 
the confusion of the mclt'e, they all 
taking a part, had mistaken each 
other for the occupants of the 
boat, and that they fought to- 
gether. If that were true, then 
it would follow, that in testifying 
as to resistance encountered on 
board the boat, they were not 
false in the corrupt sense of the 
term. Passing from this, there is 
this other consideration, which 
must strike you in the outset. If, 
when Alexander M‘Leod sued out 
this commission, and directed the 
commissioners to examine persons 
who had been in each of the boats, 
and if in truth he had been present 
there himself, he must be a bold 
man indeed. Because he must 
have supposed, that the commis- 
sioners would either have taken 
only those who could not see in 
the dark, whether he was there or 
no, or that the men would have 
been so corrupt as to swear falsely, 
to extricate him from the punish- 
ment of his crime. But this is no 
further evidence than as it is a 
portion of the history of the trans- 
action ; and with these views you 
are to take up the testimony, and 
ascertain, after solemn inquiry, bow 
much credit you should give these 
witnesses. It is undoubtedly true, 
gentlemen, that Sears cannot say, 
with any degree of certainty, that 
M'Leod was not on board the ex- 
pedition. It is equally true, that 
M'Nab cannot say so, although he 
superintended the embarkation of 


the persons engaged in the enter- 
prise. None but the All-seeing 
eye could penetrate the darkness 
that shrouded those there asso- 
ciated. But then there are one «r 
two gentlemen from among the 
inmates of each particular bolt 
who have been examined. Some 
of them knew M < Leod well before 
that time; others became acquaint- 
ed with him afterwards ; some 
talked with and recognised all tbeir 
associates, and they all testified 
that M'Leod was not amongst them 
on that nighL Now, gentlemen, 
it is proper that you should apply 
the rule distinguishing between 
positive and negative testimony. 
It is true, that where one man 
swears he did see another at any 
particular spot and period, it is 
more satisfactory than when be 
can only say, that the other wu 
not there. But you will take into 
consideration the reasons wbkb 
would lead you to believe that the 
crews of each of the boats must 
have well known each other, and 
so pass a correct opinion as to tbeir 
credibility, when they say posi- 
tively that M'Leod was not axnongrt 
them. With this remark, I leave 
in your hands this portion of the 
prisoner’s defence. We come no* 
to the proof of an alibi, which, if 
sustained, can leave no doubt of 
the prisoner’s innocence, unless you 
can believe him gifted with ubi- 
quity. The first witness to pro** 
this is William Press. He swesn 
that he conveyed the prisoner aad 
another person to Niagara, on the 
day of the destruction of the Caro* 
line* That he knows it to he that 
day, from the fact of having mod® 
an entry of the transaction in ml 
cash-book under that date. Th** 
he conveyed the prisoner in the 
evening as far as Stamford, oa the 
way back to Chippewa. That 
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jcB tfaepe prisoner slighter! fra&m the 
Ak waggon, and went to the house of 
: j 3 Captain John Morrison. William 
at i Srickney was called and corrobo* 
iks tiled the evidence of Press, and 
2*1 i both, I may add, corroborate the 
•u'i statement of Hamilton respecting 
r i j Eayacocks having left for Europe 
tik i before the eommenoement of the 
a troubles in Canada. The family 
ijj: i of Captain Morrison and himself 
swear positively as to M‘Leod's 
Its being there on the night of the 
i*$3 29 th December. Capt. Morrison 
states, that he is enabled to fix the 
ji day from the circumstances that 
gi his friend Colonel Cameron called 
at his gate early next morning and 
2 1 informed him of the destruction of 
ei \ the Caroline, and gave him a frag- 
^ Mt of the ruins which he had 
fonnd m an eddy below the Falls ; 
. (5; i that he toU this to M'Leod, whom 
j^i be found half dressed in the par- 
‘ s i bmr, where he had slept during 
^ the night; that M'Leod was elec- 
taied, and calling for his horse, 
^ pvpomd to leave immediately, but 
finally remained for breakfast: 
^ after which he went on his way. 

, Then comes the witness Gilkin- 
. | f son— that he met M‘Leod on the 
' l day after the destruction of the 
Caroline on the road from Stam- 
^ fwd; that they rode up together 
^ to opposite Navy Island, from 
which they were fired on; that 

* one of the balls was pieked up and 
^ banded to M < Leod, who carried it 
\ with him ; and Sears, you will re- 

collect, states that on this day he 
^ »w M'Leod and another person 
^ riding along that way, and that 
% ^ wew <» fro® Navy 
Island. The testimony is also oor- 
^ , robmted by that of Mr. M’Lean. 

* \ This is the aggregate of the testi- 
64 . ! many, gentlemen, on the part of 
i the defence. The evidence of the 

Morrisons, and the declarations of 


M < Leod on his examination, have 
been submitted to you, and criti- 
cised by the Attorney-General with 
great ability. If be has satisfied 
you that the Morrisons may have 
been mistaken as to dates, and in 
particular in reference to this great 
epoch, and that the other witnesses 
confronting them may have also 
been mistaken, then your confi- 
dence in this portion of the testi- 
mony vanishes. But if you decide 
on just grounds otherwise, then it 
should, I think, be deemed satis- 
factory in establishing the inno- 
cence of the prisoner. [Mr. Spen- 
cer here requested the Court to 
charge the jury that the deposition 
of Colonel Cameron corroborated 
essentially the statement of Capt. 
Morrison, which his Honour did, 
and proceeded.! But, gentlemen, 
if, even after all, though the pri- 
soner may, in your opinion, have 
failed completely in proving art 
alibi, yet if he have raised sufficient 
doubt as to his guilt, he is to have 
the full benefit of that doubt. The 
law never divides between the liv- 
ing and the dead— -never consigns 
an individual to the tomb without 
an overwhelming amount of evi- 
dence to prove the guilt of the ac- 
cused. In this spirit you are now 
to consider the evidence which I 
have briefly reviewed before you. 
And now, gentlemen, my task is 
performed. Your duty remains to 
be done. And it is one of the 
most solemn trusts that can ever 
be reposed in a citizen. You are 
to take the case into your deliberate 
conaderation; you are to weigh 
and decide on every part and por- 
tion of it; you are to call into 
exercise your best powers of judg- 
ment, regardless of rumours which 
may have reached your ears — re- 
gardless of every consideration ex- 
cept that of the guiding principle 
U 2 
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of justice and impartiality. And 
when you shall have come to your 
decision, and declared where the 
truth lies, then, with an inde- 
pendence that will honour you, 
and with the noble integrity that 
your country expects you to ex- 
hibit, you will pronounce your ver- 
dict. And then I trust that all 
who have witnessed the trial — the 
ability with which it has been con- 
ducted, and your patience in at- 
tending to it — will be satisfied. If 
the evidence will lead you to say 
that he is guilty, then, although 
your decision should wrap your 
country in the flames of war, you 
will fearlessly pronounce it. On 
the other hand, if he be innocent, 
you will pronounce him so, re- 
gardless of threats or murmurs or 
fear of rebuke ; and may the God 
of truth enable you to decide ac- 
cording to those principles of truth 
and equity which are the founda- 
tions of the eternal throne.” 

The jury then retired in the 
charge of an officer, and after being 
absent about thirty minutes, re- 
turned into court, having agreed 
upon their verdict 

Mr. Root, the Clerk of the 
Court, having called over their 
names, inquired, a Gentlemen of 
the Jury, have you agreed upon 
your verdict ?” 

Mr. Thurber (the Foreman.)— 
We have. 

Mr. Root. — How say you— do 
you find Alexander M‘Leod, the 
prisoner at the bar, guilty or not 
guilty ? 

Mr. Thurber . — “ Not guilty.” 

Mr. Root recorded the verdict, 
and then said, “ Gentlemen of the 
Jury, hearken to your verdict as 
the Court hath recorded it; you 
say that he is not guilty, and so 
you say all. 

The jurors nodded assent. 


When the jurors returned with 
their verdict, there were very few 
persons remaining in Court, and 
there was no exhibition of feeling 
from any quarter, except with the 
prisoners counsel, who apparently 
felt relieved from the great re- 
sponsibility under which they had 
been placed, and satisfaction with 
the result of their labours* 


PRIVY COUNCIL 

JUDICIAL COMMITTEE. 

Wood v . Good lake, Helps and 

OTHERS. 

This very important case, thecir* 
cumstances of which had occupied 
much of the public attention, and 
had been repeatedly before the 
Courts in various shapes, was at 
length brought to a conclusion by 
the decision of the House of Lords 
upon appeal. The question thus 
decided affected only the personal 
property of the testator— the case 
as to the realty, which was not of 
large amount, is said to have been 
ultimately compromised, by the 
payment of a sum of money to 
the heirs at law. 

Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council, Monday, August 16. 

Their Lordships before whom 
this appeal was heard assembled at 
three o'clock at the Council-office, 
Whitehall, to deliver their judg- 
ment. Besides Lord Lyndhuwt, 
the Master of the Rolls, the Vice- 
Chancellor, Mr. Baron Parke, and 
Sir Joseph Littledale, Lord Broug- 
ham, Mr. Labouchere, and other 
Privy Councillors, were present* 
The Attorney- General, Sir F. 
Pollock, Mr. Pemberton, Dr. PM* 
limore, and other counsel in the 
cause, were in attendance. 


Digitized by 


Google 



LAW CASES, &c. 


2&3 


e 

i 

t 

i 

* 

i 


i 


i 


i 

i 

t 

f 

I 


Lord Lyndhurst read the judg- 
nent, as follows: — This is an ap- 
peal from a judgment of the Pre- 
rogative Court of Canterbury, 
pronouncing against the validity 
of a certain paper writing, dated 
the 2nd of December, 1834, and 
propounded with another paper 
writing, as together containing the 
will of James Wood ; and also 
against the validity of a codicil 
propounded by the legatees, dated 
July, 1835. The testator, James 
Wood, was a man far advanced in 
life, being about eighty years of 
age at the time of his death. He 
had for many years been engaged 
in trade in the city of Glocester, 
as a mercer and banker, and had, 
by great attention to business, by 
bis careful and parsimonious habits 
and by bequests from certain of 
his relations, accumulated a very 
large estate, amounting to several 
hundred thousand pounds. The ex- 
tent of the property in controversy, 
the obscurity of some of the cir- 
cumstances, and the extraordinary 
and mysterious nature of others, 
have given to this proceeding much 
interest ; and have led to very full 
and able arguments at the bar, 
which have been attentively listen- 
ed to and considered by the Court, 
and with the more anxiety and care 
on account of the high character 
of the very able and learned judge 
whose decision we have been called 
upon to review. All the material 
fccts, however, have been so fully 
stated in the elaborate judgment 
delivered by that learned judge, 
that we feel ourselves relieved from 
the necessity of entering into any 
minute detail of them, or to occupy 
«ny considerable portion of time in 
stating the grounds of the opinion 
^0 have formed. The question, 
indeed, stripped of extraneous 
Bitter, resolves itself into a very 


limited compass. And, first, it 
should be observed, that there is 
no dispute as to the competency of 
the testator ; although very far ad- 
vanced in age, his faculties were 
entire, and his attention to business 
unimpaired. There is no question 
raised as to the exercise of any 
undue influence, which would in- 
deed have been inconsistent with 
the known character of the testa- 
tor. The points in controversy 
relate both to the will and the 
codicil. The question as to the 
will is confined to the construction 
of the papers dated respectively 
the 2nd and 3rd of December, de- 
noted by the letters A and B, and 
to the circumstances connected with 
those instruments. We have felt 
it our duty through the whole of 
these proceedings anxiously to 
guard against being unduly in- 
fluenced in our judgment by the 
misconduct of some of the parties 
interested in and connected with 
this case, imitating in this the 
caution and circumspection of the 
learned judge in the court below 
Adopting then his view, we shall 
consider the case with reference to 
the papers A and B, as it would 
have existed at the death of the 
testator if A had not been impro- 
perly removed and annexed to B, 
but had remained in the possession 
of Chadborn ; with this reserve, 
however, that nothing is under 
the circumstances of this case to 
be presumed in favour of the ap- 
pellants. Pursuing this course, 
then, it will, we think, be con- 
venient and proper first to consider 
the paper B. That paper is attest- 
ed by three witnesses, the execu- 
tion of it is proved, and there is no 
doubt of its being the act of James 
Wood, the testator. This paper, 
however, is inoperative by itself, 
the property being given to execu« 
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tors, and they are not named in 
the instrument. We are not to 
suppose this omission to have been 
by mistake or accident. The 
business was not transacted in a 
hurry. Chadborn, by whom the 
will was drawn, was a lawyer of 
experience ; the testator must have 
known that tb<* executors were not 
named in the paper. He read it 
over twice in the presence of the 
witnesses before he signed it. He 
was a man of business, and even 
of some experience in the making 
of wills. The omission must have 
been observed. The necessary in- 
ference therefore is, that in be- 
queathing the property to his ex- 
ecutors, he must have meant ex- 
ecutors already named, or thereafter 
to be named in some other instru- 
ment. The first appears the na- 
tural construction ; the second 
forced and very improbable. If 
he considered he had appointed 
his executors, it was natural to 
mention them as he had done — * 
generally, his executors. If he 
referred to a future appointment, 
it would have been almost of course 
to describe them as executors here- 
after to be appointed, or to have 
used words to that effect. Again, 
the testator must, we think, when 
he executed paper B, have meant 
to make an effective disposition of 
his property. Why should he have 
made his will bequeathing his pro- 
perty to his executors, and doing 
nothing more, if he had not fixed 
upon the persons who were to be 
bis executors ? It was doing 
nothing ; it was altogether an idle 
act, and wholly inoperative for any 
purpose he can be supposed to have 
had in contemplation. But if he 
had fixed upon them, he would 
naturally have named them, unless 
he had already done so in some 
other instrument to which he was 


then referring. It was obvious, 
too, he considered he was doing an 
act that was to have some effect. 
He was anxious for Chadbom to 
come to finish the business. After 
he had twice read the will over lie 
asked in the presence of the wit- 
nesses whether he could alter it? 
Why put that question if ho did 
not consider it to be a complete 
will — if be knew it to be inopera- 
tive until something further were 
done to make it effectual ? his 
also to be observed that there is no 
trace or suggestion of any subse- 
quent appointment of executors; 
and yet in the codicil, made a few 
months afterwards (the handwrit- 
ing of which we think is fully 
established and which we are here- 
after to consider), the testator 
again speaks of his executors as 
persons already appointed. He 
says, " I wish my executors would 
give such and such sums, Arc. 
and after stating the legacies, be 
proceeds thus — “and I confirm all 
other bequests, and give the rest 
of my property to the executors 
for their own interest." It may 
indeed be said that there might 
have been an intermediate appoint- 
ment of executors, and that this 
may have been purloined or de- 
stroyed. But such an appoint- 
ment, to be effectual, in this case 
of real as well as personal proper- 
ty, must have been attested by 
three witnesses ; and if any such 
instrument had been executed in 
this interval, it is scarcely posable 
to suppose there would have been 
no knowledge, or even trace of it- 
All this tends to the conclusion, 
that the testator had already named 
his executors in some instrument, 
and that he referred to that instru- 
ment and to the executors aontmm 
when he executed the paper & 
The existence and production « 
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such an instrument would, we 
think, render this conclusion ir- 
resistible. This being our opinion 
as to the true import and construc- 
tion of paper B, the next question 
will be, was there any such instru- 
ment? This leads then to the 
consideration of the paper marked 
A. It bears date the 2nd of De- 
cember, and is signed by the testa- 
tor, for we are satisfied as to the 
handwriting. It is entitled “ In- 
structions for the will of me, James 
Wood, esq., of Glocester, ,, and it 
proceeds thus:— “I request my 
friends Alderman Wood, of Lon- 
don, M. P., John Chadborn, of 
Glocester, Jacob Osborn, of GIo- 
cester, and John S- Sunnan, of 
Glocester, to be my executors, and 
1 appoint them executors accord- 
ingly /' In this paper then, pur- 
porting to be drawn up by the 
direction of the testator, signed by 
him, and dated the day before the 
date of the will, he expressly 
wanes his executors. I request 
them to be my executors, and ap- 
point them executors according- 
ly." The will B begins by re- 
ferring to instructions. “ I, James 
Wood, do declare this to be my 
will for disposing my estates, as 
directed by my instructions." The 
expressions we think import in- 
structions in writing. If the paper 
A then be genuine, there were in- 
structions of this description dated 
only the day before, and signed by 
the testator. The natural infer- 
ence, therefore, is that in speaking 
of instructions he referred to these, 
and in these instructions he had 
named his executors. “I request 
my friends, naming them, to be my 
executors, and I appoint them ex- 
ecutors accordingly." We think, 
then, if this paper be genuine, that 
no reasonable doubt can be enter- 
tained that the executors to whom 


the testator thus bequeathed his 
property were meant to be the 
persons named as such by him in 
the paper entitled “ Instructions 
of the 2nd of December/* If the 
testator in the paper, Ac., meant 
as we think he did, executors al- 
ready named, they must have been 
the executors named in the in- 
structions of the day before, or 
there must have been some sub- 
sequent wntten appointment of ex- 
ecutors in the interval (an interval 
of only a few hours), of which 
there is no trace, and which is 
extremely improbable. If the 
testator, then, intended to refer to 
paper A, and to the persons therein 
named as executors, the circum- 
stance of the paper being entitled 
and intended as instructions for 
the will would not, we think, im- 
pair the effect of the reference. 
For suppose he had in terms said, 
“ The executors named in my in- 
structions of the 2nd of December/’ 
this would indisputably have been 
sufficient. But if we are satisfied, 
from the circumstances, that he re- 
ferred to paper A, and to the ex- 
ecutors therein named, the same 
consequence would necessarily fol- 
low. The effect of the reference 
to A would be the same as to any 
other paper, although A might be 
intended either in the whole or in 
part as instructions. It has been 
argued, that the instructions in 
paper A could not have been the 
instruction referred to, because the 
testator disposed of his property, 
not according to these instructions, 
hut in a different manner. For, 
first as to the personal property, 
the instructions give it to the ex- 
ecutors as joint tenants, whereas 
by the paper B they take it as te- 
nants in common. This objection 
does not appear to us to be of any 
weight. The instructions are gen- 
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eral ; the will more precise and 
specific. In this there is not only 
no inconsistency, but it is not at all 
unnatural. Secondly, then, as to 
the real property. In the paper 
A the testator says, " He shall 
dispose of the same to such persons 
and in such parts, as he shall by 
any writing endorsed therein di- 
rect.” By the will, the disposi- 
tion of the property, both real and 
personal, is on a separate paper, 
and without endorsement. This 
also appears to us to be an imma- 
terial circumstance. These obser- 
vations and this reasoning have 
proceeded upon the assumption 
that the paper A was what it 
purports to be, the act of the tes- 
tator, and signed by him on the 
day it bears date, viz., the day be- 
fore the date of the will. We are, 
as I have already stated, satisfied 
as to the signature ; we believe it 
to be the handwriting of the testa- 
tor. The paper bears date on the 
2nd of December, and there is no 


if so, is it sufficient, in connexion 
with the other circumstances, to 
satisfy the Court that the paper A 
is what it purports to be, and that 
the testator, when he signed and 
published the paper B and be- 
queathed his property to his ex- 
ecutors, meant the persons named 
as such in the paper A ? And, 
first, it is not immaterial to ob- 
serve, that Chad born, Osborn, and 
Surman were all present, or at 
hand, when the will was signed : 
— neither of them y however, at- 
tested the execution, but two ser- 
vants and a stranger Chadbom’s 
clerk, were called m for that pro- 
pose. The inference obviously is, 
that they were intended to take 
some benefit under it. There is 
nothing improbable in the selection 
of persons named as executors: there 
is nothing improbable arising out 
of the amount of the property, as 
it was subject to be reduced by 
subsequent legacies, which it is 
obvious the testator intended to 


appearance of any alteration or 
addition. The date, we think, 
was obviously written at the same 
time as the body of the instrument. 
But the paper is in the band writing 
of a legatee who would take largely 
under it. It comes also out of bis 
possession, and not out of the pos- 
session of the testator, which would 
have been the proper custody of it 
after the execution of the paper B. 
These circumstances and the con- 
duct of Chadbom in secretly chang- 
ing the custody are justly calculated 
to create suspicion, and according 
to the rule of the ecclesiastical 
court in granting probate, proof 
of the handwriting alone of the 
alleged testator, would not in such 
a case be sufficient. There must 
be further adminicular or corro- 
borative evidence. Is there then 
such evidence in this case i And 


give. In considering the evidence 
of recognition, I pass over the 
many loose declarations made at 
different times in general conver- 
sation. We place no reliance upon 
them — they are even of less value 
than they might otherwise be, 
from the insincerity and sort of 
low cunning exhibited in the cha- 
racter of the testator. Some 
point to Chadborn alone as the 
party to be henefitted— but these 
are open to the explanation, that 
they were used as an excuse to 
prevent claims by tenants, and 
were not really true. Sometimes 
Alderman Wood and Chadbom 
are said to be the parties to be 
henefitted ; and they two are ssid 
to be his executors, and to have 
the bulk of his property/' * 
allude to the evidence of Mrs* 
Timbrel!, If on that occasion to 
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said that they were to be two of 
his executors, and to share in the 
bulk of his property (a very slight 
change), such declaration would 
accord with the supposition that 
paper A was referred to. It is 
remarkable that in no one instance 
is any person mentioned as his 
executor, except some one of the 
four named in the paper A, There 
are declarations mentioning Chad- 
bora, or those in the house, namely, 
Osborn and Surman, as having 
the management of his affairs ; but 
there are none mentioning any one 
else as executor or manager except 
one or more of the four mentioned 
in paper A. The declarations in 
favour of other individuals as ob. 
jecte of his bounty do not affect 
this question ; for they are recon- 
cilable, if true, and really expres- 
sive of the deceased’s intention, 
with the supposition, which is un- 
doubtedly correct, that he meant 
to leave many legacies to others. 
But the most important recog- 
nitions are those which are proved 
by Sutton and Stevens, and to 
which it will be proper more par- 
ticularly to advert. The first 
shows a motive for making a will 
appointing executors arising before 
the 1st of December— namely, the 
opinion of the customers as to the 
necessity of providing for the pay- 
ment of their accounts. Sutton 
appears to have been on very 
friendly and intimate terms with 
the testator. The testator had at 
different times expressed to him 
his dissatisfaction that the deposits 
at his bank were diminishing; 
and, in reply, Sutton reminded 
him that unless the public were 
satisfied that their balances would 
be immediately receivable in the 
event of his death, his banking 
business must diminish, notwith- 
standing the security derived from 


his large property. Sutton says 
“ In the afternoon of Monday, the 
1st day of December, 1834, I 
accidentally called at the deceas- 
ed’s, and saw iu the shop Mr. 
Surman, who, addressing me said, 
‘ Mr. Sutton, you have a great 
deal of influence with Mr. Wood ; 
we w&nt him to make a will, and 
wish you to speak to him about it/ 
or to that effect. I did not at 
that time see the deceased, but 
went away, telling Mr. Surman 
that I would call again in the 
evening. Soon after six o’clock 
the same evening I went to the 
deceased's, and found him in his 
parlour and alone. I sat and con- 
versed with him for some time on 
general topics, until, at length, I 
opened the subject by saying, that 
I thought it was time that ‘his 
will was made,' or ‘ that he made 
his will.’ His reply was very 
short ; be said, ‘ Ay, ay, I must/ 
Upon this I dropped the subject, 
and soon after took my leave/’ 
Of the date, he says, “ I am cer- 
tain, by reason of a note 1 made 
on the 2nd of December, 1830, 
of the visit. In the course of the 
same week, and I believe on the 
4th of December, 1830, I again 
called on the deceased, and, going 
with him into his parlour, 1 re- 
verted to the subject of making 
his will, rather, as I believe, hint, 
ing at it, than mentioning it in 
direct terms. The deceased rea- 
dily apprehended me, and said, 
‘I have settled my affairs, my 
debts will be paid when I die/ n 
Taking the whole of these con- 
versations together, he must, we 
think, have meant to convey to 
Sutton that he had so settled Ids 
affairs, that his debts would be 
paid immediately on his death, 
which could only be the case if he 
had appointed executors. His 
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reply on the 1st of December, siderable stress has been laid, alio 
shows that he had not then made appears to us to be entitled to much 
his will ; he says, “ Ay, I must/' attention. He and his father bad 
Three days afterwards, on the 4th, cash deposits in the bands of the 
he says, “ I have settled my affairs; testator to the amount of upwards 
my debts will be paid when 1 die," of 2,00 01. They were desirous 
thereby implying that he had ap- of knowing what the testator had 
pointed executors. The appoint- done as to his will, as they might 
ment, then, must have been made be put to much inconvenience re- 
bet ween the 1st and the 4th, which specting this balance in the event 
corresponds precisely with the of his dying intestate. The wit- 
dates of papers A and B, and shows ness was empowered and directed 
that B, not naming executors, by his father to withdraw the 
must have referred to some other balance unless the explanation 
instrument executed between the should be satisfactory. Upon the 
1st and the 4th, by which they application made by Stevens to the 
were named, and which corre- testator, he said, “ I respect your 
sponds with and confirms paper A. father very highly ; do tell him 
Sutton adds, that the impression that I hdve made a will, and that 
made on his mind by this conver- I left my property to four indi* 
sation was too powerful to be for- viduals, or four good men, «nd 
gotten; for it struck him as re- they are my executors, and they 
markable that the testator did not will pay you and your father 
say he had made his will, but only and every one else/' Speaking 
u that he had settled his affairs," of the executors he said, “ Two 
an expression, the witness says, of them are Alderman Wood and 
which struck him forcibly. He Jacob,’’— that is Osborn. Upon 
afterwards adds, in answer to a this assurance the witness said, he 
further interrogatory put to him continued to bank with the tes- 
by Thomas Helps, that * the im- fcatar. This took place in the 
pression made on his mind by what month of September, 1835. It 
the deceased said, namely — “I was not a loose and careless coo- 
have settled my affairs ; my debts venation, but, on the contrary, s 
will be paid when 1 die, was, that very distinct recognition — very de- 
he had not made a will," that is, a liberately made in the course of 
will by which he had bequeathed business, and is strongly confirms- 
his property in the way of bequest tory of the case of the appellants, 
or legacy. He seems, therefore, The answer of Mrs. Goodlike hw 
to have understood from this con- been referred to. We think it td- 
venation that the deceased had missible, though under all the eir* 
made a will so far only as to secure cumstances of her position, and in 
the payment of his debts in the the absence of any opportunity ft* 
event of his decease, which im. cross-examination, we should not, 
plied the appointment of exe- if it stood by itself, consider it si 
cutors ; and, accordingly, Sutton having much weight. She was 
continued to bank with the testator alone with the testator for a con* 
to the time of his death. This, siderable time in the forenoon of 
we think materially confirms the the Monday before his death, bav- 
erne of the appellants. The evi- ing been sent for in consequo** 
deuce of Stevens, upon which con* of his illness. Mrs. Goodlab*®® 
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sx that occasion, spoke to him about the testator, and that he meant, in 

ku the propriety of making his will, mentioning his executors in paper 

■'I& when the testator, in allusion, as B, the executors whom he had 

mi she believed, to her various sugges- previously named or appointed in 

oic* tionson this subject, after tracing the paper A. We must not be 

ttis his relationship to the respondent understood to say, that this is a 

& and her son, and speaking of the case free from doubt ; we con* 

m unde of the respondent, who had aider, on the contrary, that it is 

m been a trustee under the will of involved in difficulty, and that it 

(0 the testator's father, “ Cousin is in many of its circumstances 

Tin John," he said, “ was a very good painfully obscure. But, after much 

id 3 kind of man ; then I shan't live and attentive consideration, we 

ibf' long ; it will be all right by-and- think the balance of evidence, and 

10 by f or to that effect : and the tes- by that we must be governed, is 

if Utor, proceeding to speak about bis in favour of the appellants. An 

;&i will, said, “ Don't fret yourself to objection of form was taken at the 

fiddle-strings ; Alderman Wood bar, but was not I think much 

>i& will spend the money very pro- pressed — viz., that there was a 

d* perly. Chadbom has done all my material variance between the al- 

i nusiness many years, and he has legation and the proof. We think 

33,1 been very honest and attentive, the objection cannot be sustained. 

#iJ Mr. Osborn has been a very faith- If enough of the allegation is 

;i j$ ful servant, and our John I always proved to entitle the party to pro- 

sjflP Wed. He alwajp was a great bate, that is all that is necessary, 

j^l favourite of mine; he knows all Next as to the codicil, we think it 

u d; about it, and can tell you all about is (both the body of the instrument 

5 it." This is also confirmatory of and the signature) in the hand- 

*4 the written documents, and, if cor- writing of the testator. The evi- 

tki rect, shows that the four persons dence in the affirmative so greatly 

a: flamed in the paper A were ob- outweighs that which is opposed 

$ jects of the testator’s bounty. It to it, as to satisfy us on this point. 

taf appears singular, indeed, that Sur- That evidence has been so tho- 

ur man had not made any communi- roughly sifted, both at the bar and 

tgjt cation to his mother, Mrs. Good- by the learned judge in the court 

sai lake, on the subject of the will, below, as to render any further 

rft and yet he certainly was present examination of it unnecessary. It 

0 when it was signed and published derives further strength and con- 

bi hy the testator. The result then firmation from the conduct of the 

jt* i* this: — We are of opinion that executors. They were intimately 

yt the paper A, entitled “ Instruc- acquainted with the handwriting 

f tions," was signed by the testator, of the testator, and with every* 

tfi and on the day it bears date. That thing relating to him. They saw 

jp in the paper B the testator referred the codicil, and expressed no doubt 

to these instructions, and to the as to its genuineness. It is true, 

0 persons whom he had therein that the letter of the 13 th of June, 

$ named as his executors. That, in to the Mayor of Glocester, was 

,i addition to the proof of hand- written before they had seen the 

f writing, there is sufficient con- original ; but they afterwards saw 

f firmatory evidence to satisfy us ana examined it, long before the 

that t ho paper A was the act of post left London on that day. 
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They made no objection ; and in 
their subsequent letter, and in the 
search for the other codicil, they 
acted upon it as if it were a ge- 
nuine instrument It was not till 
some time afterwards that they 
altered their course, and treated it 
as a forgery. But, according to 
the rule of practice to which I 
hare before adverted, the Eccle- 
siastical Court will not grant pro- 
bate on the sole evidence of the 
handwriting of a testator, where 
that is disputed. There must be 
some confirmatory proof. This 
confirmatory proof must evidently 
vary with each particular case ; and 
would require to be more or less 
stringent according to the weak- 
ness or strength of the evidence as 
to the handwriting. In some of 
the cases referred to in the argu- 
ments at the bar the confirmatory 
proof appears to have been very 
slight. We think, however, that 
there are in this case, in addition 
to the very strong evidence of 
handwriting, several circumstances 
leaving, in the result, no doubt on 
our minds that the codicil was the 
act of the testator. It is evident 
that he had it in contemplation to 
make a codicil or codicils to his 
will. This appears as well from 
the will itself, as from the question 
put by him to Chadbom at the 
time of executing it. It is not, 
indeed, probable that he would 
have left so very large a property 
to be enjoyed solely by his execu- 
tors. There is nothing in the dis- 
positions which it contains to lead 
us to doubt the genuineness of the 
instrument ; and if it does not no- 
tice every person who might natu- 
rally have been an object of his 
bounty, tbis may be explained by 
the circumstance of there having 
been a previous codicil, to which 
this instrument refers. Several 


facts insisted upon to show that 
the paper was a forgery, tend 
strongly, upon investigation, to 
prove that it is the act of the tes- 
tator ; as an instance, 1 refer to 
the incorrectness respecting the 
name of counsel. It is not proba- 
ble that a person forging such an 
instrument would have misspelt it, 
particularly a person who must, 
from the nature of the dispositions, 
obviously have been well acquaint- 
ed with the testator and his con. 
nexions. So as to the use of 
figures instead of words in stating 
the sums bequeathed to the lega- 
tees. A forger would have con- 
formed to the usual practice of the 
testator. Again: stress was laid 
upon the peculiar manner in which 
the x was formed in the word 
<c executors." It is a mere cross, 
whereas his usual practice was to 
make an s, and then to cross that 
letter. But on a careful search, 
instances have been ’ found among 
the books and papers of the testa- 
tor, and which were, as the learned 
judge observes, very reluctantly 
produced, of similar deviations from 
his usual practice, and also of the 
same inaccuracy in spelling the 
name of counsel. These are sin- 
gular and striking coincidences, and 

there are others of a similar nature 
strongly confirmatory of the evi- 
dence of the handwriting- It is true 
that these are minute circumstan- 
ces, but their very minuteness, we 
think, adds to their importance, 
and affords the strongest internal 
evidence of the genuineness of the 
instrument. * It has been observed, 
and we think justly, that it is not 
at all probable that a person forg- 
ing such an instrument would have 
referred to a former codicil, and 
thereby unnecessarily increased the 
means of detection. The very 
amount, too, of the legadei, and. 
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above all, the charges against the 
executors, would almost of ne- 
cessity lead to opposition. Look- 
ing, too, at the different dispo- 
sitions in the codicil, it is almost 
impossible to suppose that if the 
instrument had been a forgery it 
would not have been detected by 
some inaccuracy or exposed by 
some inconsistency. There are 
other circumstances of confirmation 
which are not immaterial. It is 
proved that the testator had by a 
former will bequeathed a sum of 
20,000/. to the city of Gloucester. 
This was at a period when his 
circumstances were very different 
from what they were at the date 
of the codicil. He had in the 
interval received large accessions 
to his property; but unless the 
codicil be genuine, there is no be- 
quest to the city. In a conver- 
sation with Hopkins, in February, 
1836, after the date of the codicil, 
and in the presence of several per- 
sons whose names are given, the 
testator, in allusion to some sug- 
gestion made by the witness, stated 
that he had not forgotten “ Old 
Gloucester/' or “ Poor old Glouces- 
ter.” And this corresponds with 
the evidence of Elizabeth Whalley, 
who states that on a former occa- 
sion he had said “ He would do 
great things for old Gloucester.” 
It is stated, indeed, that he some- 
times declared that the corporation 
should not be the better for him ; 
but his declarations in favour of 
the city, and particularly that to 
Hopkins, made after the date of 
the codicil, agree with the docu- 
mentary proof and confirm it. 
Again, in the codicil there is a 
bequest to a relation, Samuel W ood , 
of 14,000/., and to his family of 
6,000/. He had, in fact, six chil- 
dren ; the 6,000/. and the 14,000/. 
make 20,000/. He had given the 


same sum (20,000/.) in each of the 
two preceding bequests to two 
other relations, Mrs. Goodlake and 
Thomas Wood. Now it appears, 
that in a conversation with Samuel 
Wood, the testator bad asked him 
how many children he had, and 
the form of this bequest appears 
to be the result of that conver- 
sation, and corresponds with it. 
These circumstances, more or less 
weighty, and in particular the in- 
ternal evidence to which I have 
referred, are in confirmation of the 
codicil, and, added to what we 
consider as the all but conclusive 
evidence as to the handwriting of 
this holograph instrument, satisfy 
us that the codicil was the act of 
the testator. But then it comes 
nobody knows whence or from 
whom. It was sent anonymously 
to one of the parties claiming un- 
der it. This is a circumstance 
justly calculated to create sus- 
picion, and would, under ordinary 
circumstances, have been a most 
material and formidable objection. 
But the evidence in this case leads 
to the conclusion that the papers 
of the testator have been im- 
properly dealt with. It is proved, 
as we think, satisfactorily that 
Chadborn, who had committed, or 
attempted a fraud, in the annex- 
ation of the papers A and B, was 
in the house of the testator at an 
early hour on the day after his 
death, while Osborn and Surman 
were still in bed. The explana- 
tion is insufficient, and at variance 
with the proof. It is admitted 
that papers were burnt, and one 
of them probably of a testamentary 
character. These circumstances 
appear to us greatly to weaken the 
force of the objection. Adverting 
here again to the charge against 
the executors, would a person 
forging such an instrument have 
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made such a charge? On what 

r nd* ? It was not known at 
time when the codicil was 
produced that papers had been 
burnt ; that there had been any- 
thing irregular in the conduct of 
the parties. They were respect- 
able in station and character. But 
the misconduct and burning are 
charged, and it turns out most 
unexpectedly to he true. The 
person, therefore, who produced 
this paper must hare had some 
knowledge of these transactions — 
some connexion with them ; and 
this explains the possession of the 
codicil, and shows why it was not 
produced from the repositories of 
the testator. Then as to the 
alleged cancellation. We think, 
if this be a genuine instrument, 
that the mui to make out the fact 
of cancellation is on those who 
oppose the codicil. It seems that 
a corner has been burnt, the paper 
torn through, and in one place 
across the signature ; but by whom, 
and under what circumstances, does 
not appear. There is nothing 

whatever to show that it was done 
by the testator, or, if bo, with 
what intention it was done. If it 
be a genuine instrument it proves 
that diem was also another codicil, 
and which is not forthcoming. It 
ia obvious, we think, that it must 
have been improperly dealt with, 
for if it was defaced by the test- 
ator. be would either have en- 
tirely destroyed it, or it would 
have been found in this state 
among his papers. The circum- 
stance of its being in other bands 
shows that a fraud has been prac- 
tised, and that no safe conclusion 
can be drawn from its appearance 
♦hoi it was burnt or torn by the 
testator. But even if it had been 
found among the testator’s papers 
at the time of his death, we in- 


cline to think some further evi- 
dence, beyond its present appear- 
ance, would be necessary to show 
that he intended to cancel it. Our 
opinion, therefore, is, that the 
codicil ought to he proved. An- 
other question remains— the ques- 
tion of costs. We think it reason- 
able and proper in this case that 
the costs of all the parties, as well 
here upon the appeal as in the 
court below, should be paid out of 
the estate. 


Judicial Committee of the 
Phivy Council. 

July 1. 

Reeve v. Kent. — In this ease 
their Lordships decided a queatioa 
of considerable importance in the 
conatruetion of the New Will Art* 
It was an appeal from the Preroga- 
tive Court of Canterbury, wUeh, 
on the 13th of February, 1840 re- 
jected an allegation propound^ 
and praying probate of the will, 
as it originally stood, of Mr. Wil- 
liam Brooke, who died on the 28th 
of June, 1839, the will bearing 
date the 15th of July, 1887, with 
a codicil dated the same year. By 
the will, the testator empowered 
each of the persons made tenants 
for life of bis real estates thereby 
devised, to appoint to the use of 
any woman he might marry, for 
her life, as her jointure, 200/. a 
year, issuing out of the said estate* 
The will was duly executed under 
the old law ; but on the 28th of 
June, 1838, he, with a knife 
erased this amount of annual 
jointure, and altered the sum te 
1001., writing under the dams 
of attestation, at the end of the 
will, a memorandum of what th# 
alterations were, and signing the 
same * but they were not attested 
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r*» agreeably to the new act, which 
’’f ctme into operation on the 1st of 

[3* January, 1888. The allegation 

I* J pleaded these facts, and exhibited 
iki the draught of the will, containing 
* the words as they originally stood* 
■a? The judge in the court below held 
that, although nothing could be 
mi more dear than the intention of 
j a the testator — namely, to reduce 
g si the annual charge upon his estates 
for jointure from 200/. to 100/., 
yet the alteration not being exe- 
cuted in the presence of two wit- 
nesses, was void under the 21st 
, section of the act, “ except so far 
as the words or effect of the will 
before such alteration was not ap- 
parent; 0 and the testator having 
; *i erased the words so as to render 

0 the former sum not apparent, he 
xt\ could not pronounce for either, the 

Court not being at liberty to admit 
other evidence than appeared on 
& the hoc of the will itself. 

Dr. Lushington delivered the 
judgment of their Lordships. After 
:$% considering the state of the law, 

,[ : fi as to wills of teal and personal 

pi property prior to the statute, the 
object which the statute had in 

1 „ view, namely, to provide one uni- 
( form mode of executing all wills, 

yf$ and of altering and revoking the 
0 mme, thereby to do away with 
the anomalies and distinctions re- 
>l|t doting property of different kinds; 

aid after stating the effect of vac 
nous clauses of the act, and oh- 
^ serving that the present quertioa 
related to real pr o pe rt y * the 
^ learned judge remarked, that the 
ui act required by the 20th section, 
^ that the revocation of a will, (i by 
i the burning, tearing or otherwise 
u dertroying the same by the tea- 
^ tator," should be “ with the intcn- 
I lion of revoking the same;” and 
k that their Lordships were of opt- 
^ nion that the construction to he 


f iven to the succeeding section 
the 21st), as to alterations, was, 
that the same intention must ac- 
company the acts; otherwise, ab- 
surd consequences would follow, 
since the burning or tearing of a 
will without intention to revoke 
would be ineffectual ; whereas the 
alteration of a will without inten- 
tion to revoke might render in- 
effectual the most important parts 
of it. In all cases, under the sta- 
tute of frauds, as well as under 
the present act, the intention was 
indispensable. Under the former 
statute, burning, tearing, or can- 
celling sine animo revocandt, were 
ineffectual, and similar principles 
mast be applied to the present 
statute, there being notbing in the 
statute to lead to a contrary inter- 
pretation. Then how was the 
intention of the testator to be 
ascertained ? By precisely the 
same rules of evidence as whilst 
the statute of frauds was in force. 
In the present ease, there was suf- 
ficient proof, that the testator did 
not intend to revoke the will ab- 
solutely, but only to substitute a 
different sum. The words substi- 
tuted could not stand, as the alter- 
ations Were not attested in con- 
formity with the statute ; the will 
must, therefore, stand in its ori- 
ginal state. 

Their Lordships consequently 
reversed the decree in the court 
below, retained the cause, admitted 
the allegation which had been re- 
jected, and rejected the allegation 
given in in this court, and as there 
could be no doubt as to the facts, 
the oounsel would agree to probate 
being granted at once. 

Inis was assented to, and pro- 
bate of the will was granted as it 
originally stood. 
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COURT OF CHANCERY. 

Rules, Orders, and Regula- 

. TIONS MADE BY THE LORD 

Chancellor, with the Ad- 
vice and Consent op the 
Master of the Rolls, rela- 
tive to the Forms and Mode 
of Proceeding in the Court 
of Chancery. 

Order of Court , Aug. 26, 1841. 

The Right Hon. Charles Chris- 
topher, Lord Cottenham, Lord 
High Chancellor of Great Britain, 
by and with the advice and assist- 
ance of the Right Hon. Henry, 
Lord Langdale, Master of the 
Rolls, doth hereby, in pursuance 
of an Act of Parliament passed in 
the fourth year of the reign of her 
present Majesty, entitled “ An Act 
for facilitating the Administration 
of Justice in the Court of Chan- 
cery," and of an Act passed in the 
fourth and fifth years of the reign 
of her present Majesty, entitled 
tf An Act to amend an Act of the 
fourth year of her present Ma- 
jesty, entitled ‘ An Act for facili- 
tating the Administration of Jus- 
tice in the Court of Chancery,'" 
order and direct iu manner follow- 
ing; that is to say— 

1. That there shall forthwith 
be prepared a proper alphabetical 
boot for the purposes after-men- 
tioned, and that such book shall be 
called the solicitors* book, and shall 
be publicly kept at the office of the 
Six Clerks, to be there inspected 
without fee or reward. 

2. That every solicitor, before 
he practise in this court in his own 
name solely, and not by an agent, 
whose name shall be duly entered 
as after-mentioned, and every so- 
licitor, before he practise as such 
agent, shall cause to be entered in 


the solicitors 9 book, in alphabetical 
order, his name and place of busi- 
ness, or some other proper place, 
in London, Westminster, or the 
borough of Southwark, or within 
two miles of Lincoln'a-inn-hall, 
where he may be served with writs, 
notices, orders, warrants, rules, and 
other documents, proceedings, and 
written communications, in causes 
and matters depending in this 
court ; and as often as any such 
solicitor shall change his place of 
business, or the place where he 
may be served as aforesaid, he shall 
cause a like entry thereof to be 
made in the solicitors' book; and 
that the above-mentioned entries 
shall be made in such book by the 
said six clerks, who shall be en- 
titled to a fee of 1a. for every such 
entry ; and that the fund arising 
from such payment shall be applied, 
in the first instance, in paying the 
expenses of providing and keeping 
such book. 

3. That all writs, notices, orders, 
warrants, rules, and other docu- 
ments, proceedings, and written 
communications, which do not re- 
quire personal service upon the 
party to be affected thereby, shall 
be deemed sufficiently served if 
such document, or a copy thereof, 
as the case may be, shall be left at 
the place lastly entered in the so- 
licitors* book by the solicitor of 
such party; and if any solicitor 
shall neglect to cause such entry 
to be made in the solicitors* book 
as is required by the second order, 
then the fixing up a copy of any 
such writ, notice, order, warrant, 
rule, or other document, proceed- 
ing, or written communication, for 
such solicitor in the said Six Clerk* 
office shall be deemed a sufficient 
service on him, unless the Court 
shall, under special circumstances, 
think fit to direct otherwise. 
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4. That if any solicitor shall 
give his consent in writing that 
the service of all or any writs, 
notices, orders, warrants, rules, or 
other documents, may be made upon 
him through the post-office or 
otherwise, such service shall be 
deemed sufficient if made in such 
manner as such solicitor shall have 
so agreed to accept ; but it shall be 
competent for any solicitor giving 
such consent at any time to revoke 
the same by notice in writing. 

5. That no person shall be al- 
lowed to appear or act, either in 
person, by solicitor, or counsel, or 
to take any proceedings whatever 
in this court, either as plaintiff, 
defendant, petitioner, respondent, 
party intervening, or otherwise, 
until an entry of the name of his 
solicitor and his solicitor’s agent, 
if there be one, or if he act in 
person his own name and address 
for service, shall have been made 
in the solicitors’ book at the office 
of the Six Clerks ; but if such ad- 
dress of any person so acting in 
person shall not be within Lon- 
don, Westminster, or the borough 
of Southwark, or within two miles 
of Liocoln’s-inn-hall, then all ser- 
vices upon such person not re- 
quiring to be made personally shall 
he deemed sufficient if a copy of 
the writ, notice, order, warrant, 
rule, or other document to be served 
be transmitted to him through her 
Majesty’s post-office to such ad- 
dress as aforesaid. 

6. That no writ of attachment 
with proclamations, nor any writ 
of rebellion, be hereafter issued for 
the purpose of compelling obedi- 
ence to any process, order, or de- 
cree of the court. 

7. That no order shall hereafter 
be made for a messenger or for the 
Sergeant-at- Arms to take the body 
of the defendant for the purpose 

Vol. LXXXIII. 


of compelling him to appear to the 
bill. 

8. That if the defendant, being 
duly served with a subpoena to ap- 
pear to and answer the bill , shall 
refuse or neglect to appear thereto, 
the plaintiff shall, after the expira- 
tion of eight days from such ser- 
vice, be at liberty to apply to the 
Court for leave to enter an appear- 
ance for the defendant; and the 
Court, being satisfied that the sub- 
poena has been duly served, and 
that no appearance has been en- 
tered by the defendant, may give 
such leave accordingly; and that 
thereupon the plaintiff may cause 
an appearance to be entered for 
the defendant, and thereupon such 
further proceedings may be had in 
the cause as if the defendant had 
actually appeared. 

9. That upon the sheriff’s re- 
turn non est inventus to an attach- 
ment issued against the defendant 
for not answering the bill, and 
upon affidavit made that due dili- 
gence was used to ascertain where 
such defendant was at the time of 
issuing such writ, and in endea- 
vouring to apprehend such de- 
fendant under the same, and that 
the person suing forth such writ 
verily believed, at the time of suing 
forth the same, that such defendant 
was in the county into which such 
writ was issued, that the plaintiff 
shall be entitled to a writ of se- 
questration in the same manner 
that he is now entitled to such 
writ upon the like return made by 
the Sergeant-at- Arms. 

10. That no writ of execution, 
nor any writ of attachment, shall 
hereafter he issued for the purpose 
of requiring or compelling obedi- 
ence to any order or decree of the 
High Court of Chancery, but that 
the party required by any such 
order to do any act shall, upon 
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being duly served with such order y the form following! that ii to toy, 
be held bound to do such act in ft Appearances are to he entered 
obedience to the order, at the Six Clerks’-office, in Chan* 

11. That if any party who is cery-lane, London; and if you do 

by an order or decree ordered to not cause your appearance to be 
pay money, or do any other act in entered within the time limited by 
a limited time, shall, after due ser- the above writ, the plaintiff w$ 
vice of such order, refuse or neglect be at liberty to enter an appear* 
to obey the same according to the ance for you, and you will be sab* 
exigency thereof, the party duly ject to an attachment and the other 
prosecuting such order shall, at consequences of not answering the 
the expiration of the time limited plaintiff's bill, if you do not pqt » 
for the performance thereof, be your answer thereto within the 
entitled to an order for a Sergeant- time limited hy the general orders 
at- Arms, and such other process as of the Court for that purpose/ 1 
he hath hitherto been entitled to 15. That every person, not being 
upon a return non est inventus by a party iu any cause, who has o£ 
the commissioners named in a com- tained an order, or in whose favour 
mission pf rebellion issued for non- an ordor shall have been made, 
performance of a decree or order, shall be entitled to enforce obedi* 

12. That every order or decree ence to such order by the 
requiring any party to do an act process as if he were a party to 
thereby ordered, shall state the the cause ; and every person not 
time after service of the decree or being a party in any cause, against 
order within which the act is to be whom obedience to any order of 
done ; and that upon the copy of the Court may be enforced, shall 
the order which shall be served be liable to the same process for 
upon the party required to obey enforcing obedience to such order 
the same there shall be endorsed a as if he were a party to the cautoi 
memorandum in the words or to 16. That a defendant shall 
the effect following, viz. : “ If you, be bound to answer any statement 
the within-named A. B., neglect to or charge in the bill, unless spfr 

/ perform this order by the time daily and particularly interrogated 
therein limited, you will be liable thereto, and a defendant shall not 
to be arrested by the Sergeant-at- be bound to answer any interroga* 
Arms attending the High Court of tpry in the bill, except those inter* 
Chancery, and also be liable to rogatories which such defendant i* 
have your estate sequestered for required to answer ; and where a 
the purpose of compelling you to defendant shall answer any state* 
obey the same order." menl or charge in the hill to which 

13. That upon due service of a he is not interrogated only hy 

decree or order for delivery of pas- stating his ignorance of the matter 
session, and upon proof made of so stated or charged, such answer 
demand, and refusal to obey such shall be deemed impertinent* 
order, the party prosecuting the 17. That the interrogatories con- 
same shall be entig^d to an order tained in the interrogating part « 
fur a writ of assistance. the hill shall be divided as coi^e- 

14. That the memorandum at niently as may be from each other i 
the foot of the subpoena to appear and numbered consecutively, 1> 
and answer shall hereafter be in 3, &c. ; and the interrogator# 


: L'ji 
Mill 

| bo 
rlitii 

- r 2'] t 

\®i 

it 

a»jt 
tt ii 
iSlJT, 


¥ 

1 3GT i 

\ 

sirs 

*El 

li' 

is in: 

¥ 
k a 

tof 

¥ 

1o 

k 

3ft, 

to 

V 

to 

to 

to 

* 

* 

! 


Digitized by Google 



307 


LAW CASES, &c. 


which each defendant is required 
to answer shall be specified in a 
note at the foot of the bill, in the 
form or to the effect following; 
that is to say, “ The defendant 
(A. B.) is required to answer the 
interrogatories numbered respect- 
ively 1, 2, 3, &c.” And the office 
copy of the bill taken by each de- 
fendant shall not contain any in- 
terrogatories, except those which 
such defendant is so required to 
answer, unless such defendant shall 
require to be furnished with a copy 
of the whole hill. 

18. That the note at the foot of 
the bill specifying the interroga- 
tories which each defendant is re- 
quired to answer, shall be con- 
sidered and treated as part of the 
hill ; and the addition of any such 
note to the bill, or any alteration 
in or addition to such note, after 
the hill is filed, shall be considered 
and treated as an amendment of 
the bill. 

19. That instead of the words 
of the hill now in use preceding 
the interrogating part thereof, and 
beginning with the words “ To 
the end therefore,” there shall 
hereafter be used words in the 
form or to the effect following : — 
“ To the end, therefore, that the 
said defendants may, if they can, 
show why your orator should not 
have the relief hereby prayed, and 
may, upon their several and re- 
spective corporal oaths, and accord- 
ing to the best and utmost of their 
several and respective knowledge, 
remembrance, information, and be- 
lief, full, true, direct, and perfect 
answer make to such of the several 
interrogatories hereinafter num- 
bered and set forth as by the note 
hereunder written they are re- 
spectively required to answer ; 
that is to say — 

“ !• Whether, &c. 


“ 2. Whether, &c.” 

20. That a defendant in a coun- 
try cause shall be allowed no fur- 
ther time for pleading, answering, 
or demurring to any original or 
supplemental bill, or bill of re- 
vivor, or to any amended bill, than 
is now allowed to a defendant in a 
town cause. 

21. That after the expiration of 
the time allowed to a defendant to 
plead, answer, or demur (not de- 
murring alone) to an original bill, 
if the defendant shall have filed no 
plea, answer, or demurrer, the 
plaintiff shall* be at liberty to file a 
note at the Six Clerks’-office to the 
following effect: — “ The plaintiff 
intends to proceed with his cause 
as if the defendant had filed an 
answer traversing the case made 
by the bill, and the plaintiff had 
replied to such answer and served 
a subpoena to rejoin and that a 
copy of such note shall be served 
on such defendant in the same 
manner as a subpoena to rejoin is 
now served ; and such note, when 
filed (a copy thereof being so 
served), shall have the same effect 
as if the defendant had filed an 
answer traversing the whole of the 
bill, and the plaintiff had filed a 
replication to such answer, and 
served a subpoena to rejoin ; and 
after such note shall have been so 
filed, and a copy served as afore* 
said, the defendant shall not be at 
liberty to plead, answer, or demur 
to the bill without the special 
leave of the Court. 

22. That a plaintiff shall not be 
at liberty to file a note under the 
21st order until he has obtained 
an order of the Court for that 
purpose, which order shall be ap- 
plied for upon motion without no- 
tice, and shall not be made unless 
the Court shall be satisfied that 
the defendant has been served with 

X 2 
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a subpoena to appear and answer 
the bill, and that the time allowed 
to the defendant to plead, answer, 
or demur (not demurring alone) 
has expired. 

23. That where no account, 
payment, conveyance, or other 
direct relief is sought against a 
party to a suit, it shall not be ne- 
cessary for the plaintiff to require 
such party, not being an infant, to 
appear to and answer the bill, but 
the plaintiff shall be at liberty to 
serve such party, not being an in- 
fant, with a copy of the bill, whe- 
ther the same be an original or 
amended or supplemental bill, 
omitting the interrogating part 
thereof ; and such bill, as against 
such party, shall not pray a sub- 
poena to appear and answer, but 
shall pray that such party, upon 
being served with a copy of the 
bill, may be bound by all the pro- 
ceedings in the cause; but this 
order is not to prevent the plaintiff 
from requiring a party against 
whom no account, payment, con- 
veyance, or other direct relief is 
sought, to appear to and answer 
the bill, or from prosecuting the 
suit against such party in the ordi- 
nary way, if he shall think fit. 

24. That where a plaintiff shall 

serve a defendant with a copy of 
the bill under the 23rd order, he 
shall cause a memorandum of such 
service, and of the time when such 
service was made, to be entered in 
the Six Clerks'-office, first obtain- 
ing an order of the Court for 
leave to make such entry, which 
order shall l>e obtained upon mo- 
tion without notice, upon the 
Court being satisfied of a copy of 
the bill having been so served, and 
of the time when the service was 
made. * 

25. That where a defendant 
shall have been served with a copy 


of the bill under the 23rd order, j 
and a memorandum of such ser- 
vice shall have been duly entered, | 
and such defendant shall not, with. | 
in the time limited by the practice I 
of the Court for that purpose, enter 
an appearance in common form, or 
a special appearance under the 27th 
order, the plaintiff shall be at 
liberty to proceed in the cause as 
if the party served with a copy of 
the bill were not a party thereto; 
and the party so served shall be 
bound by all the proceedings in 
the cause in the same maimer as if 
he had appeared to and answered 
the bill. 

26. That where a party shall be 
served with a copy of the bill under 
the 23rd order, such party, if be 
desires the suit to be prosecuted 
against himself in the ordina ry 
wav, shall be entitled to have it so | 
prosecuted ; and in that case be j 
shall enter an appearance in the 
common form, and the suit shall 
then be prosecuted against him in 
the ordinary way ; but the costs 
occasioned thereby shall be paid 

by the party so appearing, unless 
the Court shall otherwise direct. 

27. That where a party shall be 
served with a copy of the bill under 
the 23rd order, and shall desire to 
be served with a notice of the pro- 
ceedings in the cause (but not 
otherwise to have the same prose- 
cuted against himself), he shall be 
at liberty to enter a special appear- 
ance under the following form; 
(that is to say,) “ A. B. appears to 
the bill for the purpose of being 
served with notice of all proceed- 
ings therein and thereupon the 
party entering such appearance 
shall be entitled to be served with 
notice of all proceedings in the 
cause, and to appear thereon, hut 
the costs occasioned thereby shall 
be paid by the party entering such 
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i appearance, unless the Court shall 

t otherwise direct. 

28. That a party shall not be at 

: liberty to enter such special ap- 

pearance under the 27th order, 
after the time limited by the prac- 
tice of the Court for appearing to 
a bill in the ordinary course, with- 
out first obtaining an order of the 

, Court for that purpose, such order 

to be obtained on notice to the 
plaintiff ; and the party so enter- 
ing such special appearance shall 
be bound by all the proceedings in 
the cause prior to such special ap- 
pearance being so entered. 

29. That where no account, pay- 
ment, conveyance, or other relief is 
sought against a party, but the 
plaintiff shall require such party 
to appear to and answer the bill, 
the costs occasioned by the plaintiff 
having required such party so to 
appear and answer the bill, and 
the costs of all proceedings con- 
sequential thereon, shall be paid 
by the plaintiff, unless the Court 
shall otherwise direct. 

30. That in all suits concerning 
real estate which is vested in trus- 
tees by devise, and such trustees 
are competent to sell and give dis- 
charges for the proceeds of the sale 
and for the rents and profits of the 
estate, such trustees shall represent 
the persons beneficially interested 
in the estate, or the proceeds or 
the rents and profits, in the same 
manner and to the same extent as 
the executors or administrators in 
suits concerning personal estate 
represent the persons beneficially 
interested in such personal estate ; 
and in such cases it shall not be 
necessary to make the persons 
beneficially interested in such real 
estate or rents and profits parties 
to the suit, but the Court may, 
upon the consideration of the mat- 
ter on the hearing, if it shall so 


think fit, order such persons to be 
made parties. 

31. That in suits to execute the 
trusts of a will it shall not be 
necessary to make the heir-at-law 
a party, but the plaintiff shall be 
at liberty to make the heir-at-law 
a party where he desires to have 
the will established against him. 

32. That in all cases in which 
the plaintiff has a joint and several 
demand against several persons, 
either as principals or sureties, it 
shall not be necessary to bring be- 
fore the Court, as parties to a suit 
concerning such demand, all the 
persons liable thereto ; but the 
plaintiff may proceed against one 
or more of the persons severally 
liable. 

33. That where a demurrer or 
plea to the whole bill shall be over- 
ruled, the plaintiff, if he does not 
require an answer, shall be at 
liberty immediately to file his note 
in manner directed by the 21st 
order, and with the same effect, 
unless the Court shall, upon over- 
ruling such demurrer or plea, give 
time to the defendant to plead, 
answer, or demur; and in such 
case, if the defendant shall file no 
plea, answer, or demurrer within 
the time so allowed by the Court, 
the plaiutifF, if he does not require 
an answer, shall, on the expiration 
of such time, be at liberty to file 
such note. 

34. That where the defendant 
shall file a demurrer to the whole 
bill the demurrer shall be held 
sufficient, and the plaintiff be held 
to have submitted thereto, unless 
the plaintiff shall, within twelve 
days from the expiration of the 
time allowed to the defendant for 
filing such demurrer, cause the 
same to be set down for argument ; 
and where the demurrer is to part 
of the bill the demurrer shall be 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



310 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


held sufficient, and the plaintiff be 
held to have submitted thereto, 
unless the plaintiff shall, within 
three weeks from the expiration of 
the time allowed for filing such 
last-mentioned demurrer, cause the 
same to be set down for argument. 

35. That where the defendant 
shall file a plea to the whole or 
part of a bill, the plea shall be 
held good to the same extent and 
for the same purposes as a plea 
allowed upon argument) Unless the 
plaintiff shall, within thrOe weeks 
from the expiration of the time 
allowed for filing such plea, cause 
the same to be set down for argu* 
ment, and the plaintiff shall be 
held to have submitted thereto. 

36. That no demurrer or plea 
shall be held bad and overruled 
upon argument, only because such 
demurrer ot plea shall not cover so 
much of the bill as it might by 
law have extended to. 

37. That no demurrer or plea 
shall be held bad and overruled 
upon argument, only because the 
answer of the defendant may ex^ 
tend to some part oF the same 
matter as may be covered by such 
demurrer or plea. 

38. That a defendant shall be at 
liberty by answer to decline an- 
swering any interrogatory or part 
of an interrogatory from answer- 
ing Which he might have protected 
himself by demurrer, and that he 
shall be at liberty so to decline, 
notwithstanding he shall answer 
other parts of tne Mil from Which 
he might have protected himself 
by demurrer. 

39. That where the defendant 
shall by his answer suggest that 
the Mil is defective for want off 

S ardes, the plaintiff shall he ait 
berty, within fourteen days after 
Answer filed, to set down the cause 
for argument upon that objection 


only, land the purpose for which 
the same is so set down shall be 
notified by an entry to be made in 
the registrar’s book in the form or 
to the effect following; that is to 
say, €l Set down upon the de* 
fendant’s objection for Want of 
parties,” and that where the plain* 
tiff shall not so set down hi&cadse, 
but shall proceed therewith to a 
hearing, notwithstanding an ok 
jection for want of parties taken 
by the answer, he shall not at the 
hearing of the cause, if the de- 
fendant's objection shall then be 
allowed, be entitled as of course 
to an order For liberty to amend 
his MU by adding parties ; but the 
Court, if it thinks fit, shall he at 
liberty to dismiss the bill. 

40. That if a defendant shall, 
at the hearing of a cause, object 
that a suit is defective for want rf 
parties, Pot having by pfea or am 
swer taken the objection, and 
therein specified by name or de*< 
scription the parties to whom the 
objection applies, the Court (if it 
shall think fit) shall be at liberty 
to make a decree saving the rights 
of the absent parties* 

41. That where a defendant in 
equity files a cross-bill against the 
plaintiff in equity for discovery 
only, the costs of such bill, and of 
the answer thereto, shall be in the 
discretion of the Court, at the heat* 
ing of the original cause. 

42. That where a defendant in 
equity files a cross-bill for discovery 
only against the plaintiff in equity* 
the answer to such crosa-Mll may 
he read and used by the 
filing such cros8-MH, in the same 
manner and under the same re- 
strictions as the answer to a bm 
praying relief may now be tend 
and used. 

43. That in cases in which anjr 
exhibit toay fay tfce present prsc- 
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ties of the Court be proved vivd 
me at the hearing of a cause, the 
same rosy be proved by the affi- 
davit of the witness, who would 
be competent to prove the same 
vivd voce at the hearing. 

44. That where a defendant 
makes default at the hearing of a 
cause, the decree shall be absolute 
in the first instance, without giv- 
ing the defendant a day to show 
cause ; and such decree shall have 
the same force and effect as if the 
ame had been a decree nisi in the 
fiist instance, and afterwards made 
absolute in default of cause shown 
by the defendant. 

45. That every decree for an 
amount of the personal estate of a 
testator or intestate shall contain a 
direction to the Master to inquire 
and state to the Court what parts 
(if any) of such personal estate are 
outstanding or undisposed of, un- 
less the Court shall otherwise 
direct. 

46. That a creditor whose debt 
does not carry interest, who shall 
come in and establish the same be- 
fore the Master under a decree or 
order in a suit, shall be entitled to 
interns! upon his debt at the rate 
of 41. percent, from the dote of the 
decree, out of any assets which may 
remain after satisfying the costs of 
the nit, the debts established, and 
the interest of such debts as by 
law carry interest. 

47. That a creditor who has 
oonse in and established his debt 
before the Master under a decree 
or order hi a suit shall be entitled 
to the coots of so establishing his 
debt, and the same shall be taxed 
by the Master, and added to the 
debt. 

48. That in the reports made by 
At Masters of the Court, no part 
of any state of facts, charge, affi- 
davit, deposition, examination, or 


answer brought in or used before 
them shall be stated or recited ; 
but such state of facts, charge, 
affidavit, deposition, examination, 
or answer shall be identified, speci- 
fied, and referred to so as to inform 
the Court what state of facts, 
charge, affidavit, deposition, exa- 
mination, or answer was so brought 
in or used. 

49. That it shall not be neces- 
sary, in any bill of revivor or sup- 
plemental bill, to set forth any of 
the statements in the pleadings in 
the original suit, unless the cir- 
cumstances of the case may re- 
quire it. 

50. That in any petition of re- 
hearing of any decree or order 
made by any judge of the Court it 
shall not be necessary to state the 
proceedings anterior to the decree 
or order appealed from or sought 
to be re-heard. 

51. That the foregoing orders 
shall take effect as to all suits, 
whether now depending or here- 
after commenced, on the last day 
of Michaelmas Term, 1841. 

F. R. Bbdwell, 

Registrar. 


Distringas on Stock. 

The following order has been 
made under the recent Act, trans- 
ferringthe equity jurisdiction of the 
Court of Exchequer to the Court of 
Chancery, for regulating the prac- 
tice as to putting a distringas on 
stock, which practice existed in 
Exchequer, and is by the act trans- 
ferred to Chancery : — 

“ ORDER OF COURT. 

“ Wednesday, the 17 th day of 
November, 1841. 

“ The Right Hon. John Single- 
ten Lord Lyndhurat, Lord High 
Chancellor of Great Britain $ by 


Digitized by 


Google 



312 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


and with the advice and assistance 
of the Right Hon. Henry Lord 
Langdale, Master of the Rolls ; 
the Right Hon. Sir Lancelot Shad- 
well, Vice-Chancellorof England ; 
the Hon. the Vice-Chancellor 
James Lewis Knight Bruce,and the 
Hon. the Vice-Chancellor James 
Wigram ; and in pursuance of an 
act passed in the 5th year of the 
reign of her present Majesty, en- 
titled ‘An Act to make further 
provisions for the Administration 
of Justice/ doth hereby order and 
direct in manner following, that is 
to say — 

“ 1. That any person or persons 
claiming to be interested in any 
stock transferable at the Bank of 
England, standing in the name or 
names of any other person or per- 
sons, or body politic or corporate, 
in the books of the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England, 
may, by his or their solicitor, 
prepare a writ of distringas pur- 
suant to the said act, in the form 
set out in the first schedule to the 
said act, and may present the same 
for sealing at the Subpoena-office. 

“ 2. That upon the presentment 
of such writ for sealing, and on 
leaving with the patentee of the 
Subpoena-office an affidavit duly 
sworn by the person, or one of the 
persons, applying for such writ, or 
his solicitor, before one of the 
Masters or Masters Extraordinary 
of this court, in the form set out 
at the foot of these orders, the 
same writ shall (in conformity 
with the orders of this court for 
issuing and sealing writs of sub- 
poena) be forthwith sealed with 
the seal of the Subpoena-office ; 
and such writ when sealed shall 
have the same force and validity 
as the writ of distringas hereto- 
fore issued out of the Court of 
Exchequer! • 


“ 3. That such writ of dis- 
tringas and all process thereunder 
may at any time be discharged by 
the order of this Court to be ob- 
tained as of course upon the peti- 
tion of the party on whose behalf 
the writ was issued, and to be 
obtained upon the application by 
motion, or notice, or by petition, 
duly served, of any other person 
claiming to be interested in the 
stock sought to be affected by such 
writ ; and that upon or after such 
application, such costs thereof, and 
in relation thereto, and to the said 
writ, as to this Court shall seem 
just, may, if this Court shall think 
fit, be awarded, and ordered to be 
paid by the person or persons, who 
obtained such distringas, or upon 
an application by any other person, 
or persons, by such person or persons. 

“4. That the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of 'England 
having been served with such writ 
of distringas, and a notice not to 
permit the transfer of the stock in 
such notice and in the said affidavit 
specified, or not to pay the divi- 
dends thereon, and having after- 
wards received a request from the 
party or parties in whose name or 
names such stock shall be standing, 
or some person on his or their 
behalf, or representing him or 
them, to allow such transfer, or 
to pay such dividends, shall not by 
force or in consequence of such 
distringas be authorised, without 
the order of this Court, to refuse 
to permit such transfer to be made, 
or to withhold payment of such 
dividends for more than eight days 
after the date of such request. 

“5. That upon leaving such 
affidavit as aforesaid with the pa- 
tentee of the Subpoena-office, there 
shall be paid to such patentee the 
sum of 1 S' for filing such affidavit; 
and that within twenty-four hours 
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from the time when such affidavit 
shall be so left, the said patentee 
shall pay the said sum of 1 s. to the 
clerk of the affidavits, and cause 
such affidavit to be filed and regis- 
tered at the office of such clerk. 

“6. That upon the sealing of 
such writ of distringas the sum of 
5s. 6d. shall be paid to the paten- 
tee of the Subpoena-office, and that 
out of such sum the said patentee 
shall pay the sum of 4s. to the 
Accountant-General, to be by him 
placed to the credit of the account 
entitled f the Suitors* Fee Fund 
Account.' 

“ 7. That for and in respect of 
the preparation and service of such 
writ of distringas and the praecipe , 
and attendance in respect thereof, 
such costs shall be allowed as by 
the rules and practice of this court 
are allowed for the preparation and 
service and attendance in respect 
of a writ of subpoena to answer a 
bill." 

FORM OF AFFIDAVIT. 

" Y Z (the name of the party on 

whose behalf the writ is sued 

out) r. the Governor and Com- 
pany of the Bank of England. 

“ I, A B, of — ■ , do solemnly 
swear, that according to the best 
of my knowledge, information, 
and belief, I am (or if the affidavit 
is made by the solicitor, C D, of 
y—— , is) bond fide and beneficially 
interested in the stock hereinafter 
particularly described, that is to 
say (here specify the amount of the 
stock to be affected by the writ, 
and the name or names of the per- 
son or persons, or body politic or 
corporate, in whose name or names 
the same shall be standing) ; and 
that I have reason to believe, and 
do believe, that there is danger of 
such stock being dealt with in a 
owner prejudicial to my interest 


(or to the interest of the said 
C D, as ths case may he). 

“ Lyndhurst, C. 

“ Langdale, M. R. 

€S Lancelot Sha dwell, V.C. 
" J. L. Knight Bruce, V.C. 
“ James Wigram, V. C." 


LORD CHANCELLOR'S 
COURT. 

Wednesday , Jan . 13. 

Attorney- General v. Fish- 
mongers* Company — The Lord 
Chancellor delivered judgment in 
this and the following case, which 
were argued some time since. The 
object of the information was to 
fix a charitable trust on property 
given to the Fishmongers* Com- 
pany, by the will of Sir Thomas 
Kneseworth, in 1513. The test- 
ator devised certain lands for the 
purpose of supplying loans to poor 
members of the Company, and 
other objects, and also for prayers 
to he said for his own soul and 
those of his family. The surplus 
was given towards the repair of 
premises belonging to the Com- 
pany, and other purposes beneficial 
to them. His Lordship said the 
provision for loans was a distinct 
one, and when the surplus was to 
be applied to a different object, 
which failed, the former charity 
could not on that account be aug- 
mented. Therefore, although the 
prayers for the dead were a super- 
stitious use, and the lands to sup- 
port it of consequence forfeited to 
the Crown, the information failed 
as to depriving the Fishmongers* 
Company. The statute 1 Edward 
6th, gave all obits and anniversa- 
ries, and the property respecting 
them, to the King, from whom 
the Company had repurchased it, 
and held it under letters patent 
of that monarch, confirmed by 
thoso of JamM lit. The land* in 
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question were within that statute, 
and the result was, that the Com- 
pany obtained all belonging to the 
Crown by the grant. 

Saturday , Jan . 23. 

Attorney-general t>. Iron- 


ator, they were in conformity with 
the Church of England, and that 
no one school should receive more 
than 20L a year. The relations, 
and the parties to the information* 
were entitled to their costs, but 
not the crowd of charities which 


mongers' Company. — The Lord 
Chancellor delivered judgment in 
this case, which arose upon a be- 
quest in the will of Thomas Betton, 
who died in 1723, for the redemp- 
tion of Christum slaves in Barbary 
and Turkey. Direct objects for 
the application of this charitable 
fund, of which the Company were 
appointed trustees, having failed. 
Lord Brougham, in 1833, directed 
the Master to report upon some 
mode of employing it eg -pres to 
the original intention of the donor. 
A report was subsequently made, 
and confirmed by the Master of 
the Rolls, applying it to the 
second object of the testator's 
bounty, which was in favour of 
charity schools, and also to a thin), 
for the benefit of necessitated 
members of the ironmongers’ Con** 
pany, as a compensation for the 
trouble in the trust. His Lord- 
ship now said it was a matter of 
nnoertamty, where one charitable 
object foiled, whether a subset 
queut one was or not cg~prc* to 
the first. In this case the third 
object was a very narrow one, and 
so guide to the testator’s general 
intentions. He should therefore 
exdude the third gift, and reverse 
the decree of the Master of the 
Rolls, except as far as it declared 
the object of the first bequest bad 
foiled. In place of what was 
struck cut, an order must be sab* 
ststuted, directing the accunrafa* 
tton to he applied for the benefit 
of charity schools in England and 
Wales, pounded that, according to 
tlm oaprM o ed widhes of the tot* 


had intervened for the purpose of 
preferring their claims to a par* 
ticipation of the testator's bounty. 
His Lordship in conclusion said, 
that with regard to the Mice 
Charity, as the trustees had been 
invited to take part in the to 
cussion, he should not impose costt 
upon them. 

VICE-CHANCELLOR’S 

COURT. 

Wednesday $ May 5. 

Waldo e. Waldo.— T his wal 
a petition by an equitable tenant 
for life of certain estates at Hea- 
ver, in Kent, without impeachment 
of waste, who had lately coma 
into possession on the death of a 
preceding tenant, who had power 
to cut down only such timber^ as 
was necessary for repairs, praying 
that a sum of 2,637 L 3 per cent. 
Consols, the produce of a quantity 
of timber which had been out dotvn 
by the trustees, with the comeat 
of the tenant for life, to prevent 
its falling into decay, aught ht 
paid to him. 

The Court had sanctioned the 
act of the trustees, and the divi- 
dends had been paid to Mrs. Wsid^ 
the late tenant for life, »p to tht 
date of her death. The prmeot 
petition, therefore raised a quests* 
on which no precedent could b* 
found, whether the eorpm of the 
fond on the death of the fo* 
tenant for life belonged to the afft 
tenant, unimpeachable for t 
or whether it fed into the iaho- 
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The Vice-Chancellor said, he 
did not recollect that the precise 
point had ever before come under 
the consideration of the Court. 
From the way the question was 
argued in the case of “ Tooker r. 
Annesly/* 5 Sim., he was induced 
at that time to look into all the 
authorities, and he remembered 
that they only amounted to this, 
that where the Court did interfere 
it would go on to make an appli- 
ration of the proceeds of timber 
which constituted the inheritance, 
by investing it in the 3 perCents., 
and pay the interest to the parties 
in succession. The present point 
must be determined by analogy, 
and the whole law, as far as tenant 
for life without impeachment of 
waste was concerned, was thus ex- 
pressed in the resolution in Lewis 
Bowles’s case:— “The clause of 
1 without impeachment of waste * 
gives a power to the lessee, which 
will produce an interest in him, 
if he executes his power during 
the priority of his estate.” That 
he Relieved was the true law, and 
lor that reason, where there was 
an estate settled to one for life 
without impeachment of waste 
with remainders over a power of 
sale to be exercised with the con- 
currence of the tenant for life, the 
CouTt had refused to permit the 
power to be -exercised by selling 
the whole and excepting from the 
purchase-money the value of the 
limtfer, to be paid to the tenant 
for life. The very case occurred 
forty years ago, before Sir W. 
Grant, who held, that a tenant for 
bfe who had an option of cutting 
timber should not sell the whole 
estate, and have the value of the 
timber excepted. That was an 
authority for the case where the 
tenant for life was unimpeachable 
*a*te, Wt in cases where, either 


by the act of God, or by the act 
of the Court, timber, which was 
standing as part of the inheritance, 
became converted into Consols, and 
the Court had dealt with it as 
representing the estate of inherit- 
ance, by giving a commutation of 
the rights which the tenant for 
life impeachable of waste would 
have, his Honour thought when 
the estate of the tenant for life 
had ceased, the Court would con- 
sider only the estate of the trustee 
or person next in possession, and 
if he was unimpeachable of waste 
and asked to have the corpus paid 
to him that he only asked for that 
which by analogy the law gave 
him a right to exercise when his 
estate came into possession, In 
strict analogy to that, when an 
estate in remainder came into pos- 
session in the shape of an estate 
for ilife without impeachment of 
waste, the person that was entitled 
took that portion of the inherit- 
ance which was represented by the 
proceeds of the timber cut. 


ROLLS’ COURT. 

Fdtrmrif & 

Robinson v . Grant. — In this 
petition there was this singularity 
— that Mrs. Mason, a married lady, 
had appointed her husband, Thomas 
Mason, to be one of the trustees of 
her separate income, which was 
derived from a sum of 10,000f. in 
consols, and she now desired that 
he might receive the dividends. 

Lord Langdale. — Such an ap- 
pointment was peculiar. The 
object of trustees was to put the 
fund out of the power of the huff- 
band, but the course this lady had 
taken was to enable her husband 
to receive. However, as h ap- 
peared from the affidavit that tSte 
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lady was aware of the conse- 
quences, and understood what she 
was doing, the prayer of the peti- 
tion must be granted. 

July 8. 

Hale v. Hale. — This motion, 
commenced yesterday, was resumed 
to-day. Mr. Pemberton and Mr. 
Romilly were for the plaintiff, the 
Rev. John Hale, clerk j and Mr. 
Kindersley, Mr. Bethell, and Mr. 
Goodeve, for the defendant, George 
Hale, opposed the motion. 

Mr. Pemberton said, the object 
was to have a receiver appointed, 
to wind up the affairs of a part- 
nership, to take the usual accounts, 
and for the production of docu- 
ments. The plaintiff and de- 
fendant were concerned as partners 
in the Wheat Sheaf Brewery in 
Redcross -street, London ; and the 
defence was, that the plaintiff, 
being a clergyman, was incapable 
of having any interest in the part- 
nership, or any claim upon the 
defendant. The bill stated that 
Joseph Hale, the father of the 
plaintiff, was possessed of the stock 
in trade, book debts, &c., of the 
brewery in copartnership with Wil- 
liam Wiggins, Wall, Lynn, and 
the defendant George Hale, under 
the firm of Hale and Co., and that 
Joseph Hale, by his will, made 
in July, 1810, bequeathed his pro- 
perty to John Pewtri8s and George 
Hale, upon trust, after the death 
of his wife, to pay or permit his 
son John Hale, the plaintiff, to 
receive all the residue of his es- 
tate and effects, and declared, 
that in case the plaintiff and his 
nephew George Hale (the defend- 
ant) should be desirous of con- 
tinuing the trade of a brewer, his 
trustees should have power to lend 
the plaintiff such sums as they 


should think sufficient for that 
purpose, and he appointed his wife, 
Pew triss, and Hay, as his executors. 
The testator died in 1812; the 
executors proved his will and al- 
lowed his share to remain in the 
brewery, and annually received the 
profits. The brewery was carried 
on until 1815, when a new part- 
nership was established between 
the defendant George Hale, Wig- 
gins, Lynn, and Pewtriss, in the 
character of executors of the tei. 
tator. Pewtriss died in 1827, and 
in 1 828 Wiggins and Lynn retired. 
The brewery was then carried on 
by the defendant George Hale, on 
behalf of himself and the repre- 
sentatives of the testator. In 1832 
Mrs. Hale, the widow of the tes- 
tator, died, and the defendant, who 
was then the sole surviving legatee 
in trust of the residue of the pro- 
perty of the testator, and also his 
sole surviving executor, carried on 
the business as the manager of the 
brewery both on his own and on 
the account of the plaintiff, as the 
person entitled to the residue of | 
Joseph Hale's estate. Accounts 
were from time to time delivered 
by the defendant to the plaintiff 
The business, however, turning 
out less profitable than it used to 
be, the plaintiff became desirous of . 

putting an end to it as far as he 
was concerned, and proposed that \\ 
the defendant should pay him the 
value of his interest, or that the 
concern should be sold. The par- 
ties could not agree upon the terms 
of the dissolution, and in conse- 
quence the bill was filed for an 
account, for a receiver, and to put 
an end to the business. The an- 
swer alleged that the accounts had 
been settled from time to time, 
but the plaintiff said those settle- 
ments were not binding upon hi®* 
That was not, however, tnaW® 
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to the present question. The de- 
fendant said, that, as long as the 
business was profitable, the plain- 
tiff was anxious to remain in it, 
although he now wished to quit 
it ; but that by the act of 21st of 
Henry the 8th it was enacted, 
that no spiritual person should 
ha^e, use, or occupy, by himself or 
other persons, any brewhouse, &c.; 
and that by the 53rd of George 
the 3rd, no spiritual person can 
carry on any business, and also that 
by an act of her Majesty no spi- 
ritual person can carry on trade or 
business for profit; that the suit 
was vexatious, being to open set- 
tled accounts; that it originated 
from the defendant’s refusal to 
admit the plaintiff’s son-in-law 
into partnership ; and the de- 
fendant insisted upon the statutes 
as a bar to the relief sought, in the 
same manner as if he had pleaded 
them. He however added, that 
he had notwithstanding continued 
to pay, and still offered to pay, the 
plaintiff the proportion of profits 
coming to him in respect of the 
business; and was willing, upon 
the withdrawal of the suit to come 
to the fullest account. This de- 
fence, if maintainable in law, must 
be painful for a gentleman to raise 
egainst his cousin, with whom 
from 1812 to 1841 he had been 
dealing as partner. If there were 
anything in the objection, it would 
Reserve serious consideration how 
far it would be competent for the 
defendant, who had been dealing 
with the plaintiff who was a mere 
aieepingpartner, twenty-nine years, 
to raise it now ; but the point was 
free from all doubt. The statutes 
bad been repealed by 1st and 2nd 
of the Queen, cap. 106, by the 
29th section of which it was not 
lawful for spiritual persons to en- 
gage in trade, except in certain 


cases, amongst which is the case 
where the trade or share in the 
trade shall have devolved upon a 
spiritual person by devise, bequest, 
settlement, marriage, &c. The 
business, by the win of his father, 
thirty years ago, devolved upon 
the plaintiff, who did not come 
within the statute, and this was 
a case in which the defendant 
had not only excluded his part- 
ner, but had absolutely denied his 
right. 

Mr. Romilly followed on the 
same side. 

Mr. Kindersley, for the defend- 
ant, said, that to prevent the 
brewery being put to a stop, which 
would be the effect of granting the 
present application, the defendant 
had taken the legal objection. The 
accounts were examined and ap- 
roved by the Rev. John Hale, 
t was arranged that the defendant 
should be the manager, and be 
allowed for it 200/. a-year, so that 
the plaintiff was making the de- 
fendant his agent. The plaintiff 
had gone through the accounts and 
had ticked them. It appeared from 
the letters of the plaintiff, that he 
was acquainted with the act of 
Henry the 8th, for in them he 
writes, “ If I think proper to run 
the risk of a qui tam action? or 
why not substitute my wife’s 
name?” The plaintiff had been 
before, in point of fact, in the 
name of Pewtriss, a partner in the 
firm. The testator died in 1812, 
and the plaintiff was his residuary 
legatee, absolutely entitled to his 
property. He continued to carry 
on the trade after the expiration of 
the partnership, and could it now 
be said that the trade had devolved 
upon him? After Pewtriss’s death, 
in 1833, the plaintiff and defend- 
ant, without any written articles, 
tacitly agreed to cany on the busi- 
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ness together. The plaintiff sought 
to put an end to the brewery, by 
appointing a receiver, insisting 
upon his right, as residuary lega- 
tee, to have the whole affair closed, 
and came with an interlocutory 
application to destroy the defend- 
ant's trade, which he had been 
carrying on for thirty or forty 
years. Tlie plaintiff put his claim, 
not upon the footing of a partner, 
but asserting that, as residuary 
legatee to his father, he had a 
right to an account from his father’s 
executor. Had the defendant really 
refused the plaintiff his share, one 
moiety, the present defence would 
have been ungracious, but the de- 
fendant took it as a defence to the 
course adopted by the plaintiff, of 
endeavouring to destroy the trade 
altogether. His Lordship had 
simply to decide upon the dry 

S iestion of law, and he submitted 
at the plaintiff was, as a spiritual 
person, within the penalty of the 
act. 

Mr, Pemberton replied, and, re- 
ferring to the act of the Queen, 
said, that under it the trade might 
go on, and the effect of the act was 
not that the spiritual person was to 
forfeit the civil benefits of his con- 
tract, for the law was completely 
altered in that respect, hut that 
the clergyman should not remain 
in the enjoyment of his benefice. 
The act created a penalty of the 
spiritual preferment of the trader. 
The Court was dealing with a 
strictly penal statute, which was 
to be construed with the greatest 
severity against the party contend- 
ing for the penalty. The brewery 
bad devolved from the father to 
the son. He had no desire to say 
more than was necessary of this 
most ungracious defence and the 
denial of the plaintiff’s right, who 
was ready to take security, and 


bad not the remotest desire to in* 
convenience the defendant. 

Lord Langdale said, that it vai 
an extraordinary defence. After 
the testator's death, it was sug- 
gested that it was not competent 
lor the plaintiff, being a spiritual 
person, to enter into the trading 
concern. The consequence was, to 
vest the interest in another person, 
and the executors agreed to con- 
tinue in the firm for him. Ulti- 
mately, however, the whole in- 
terest became vested in the plaintiff 
and the defendant, the plaintiff sot 
being a mere nominal partner, but 
a common interest was admitted. 
They had gone on for thirty years, 
during the whole of which time 
the defendant had been paying to 
the plaintiff his share, admitting 
his interest as a partner, so that it 
was a matter of surprise that when 
relief was asked, the defendant 
should say to the plaintiff, “ You 
are a spiritual person, and entitled 
to nothing j when your legal tide 
is defeated, I will account with 
you in such manner as 1 shall 
think best.” The property of the 
testator was continued in the trade 
in whioh he employed it Had the 
legatee or executor a right to the 
mere pecuniary value only, or to 
the profits made by the continuing 
partnership ? Had he not a right 
to have the value obtained accu- 
rately ? It was, however, said, he 
should not have it in die way he 
required, and the statutes were 
appealed to. He (Lord Langdale) 
must consider those statutes before 
he expressed his opinion. If they 
did not preclude the plaintiff, the 
defence was unfortunate, for it 
denied that the plaintiff had any 
claim. looking at all these mat- 
ters, it was very expedient for the 
parties to come to an arrangement 
without the interference of the 
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Court* Ho would consider the 
statutes end the notice of motion. 

Thursday, July 29. 

The Attorney -General v. 
Dulwich College.— Lord Lang- 
dale delivered hi* judgment on 
this information, heard last Janu- 
ary. The information prayed that 
it might be declared who the par- 
ties were that were entitled to 
participate in the benefits of the 
charity ; that the charity ought to 
he extended to a greater number 
of objects; that the number of 
scholars might be increased ; for a 
| reference to the master aa to the 
residence of the members, the go- 
vernment of the college, and the 
; appropriation of the revenue by a 
scheme, and that in such scheme 
1 regard should be bad to the sta- 

1 tutes and will of the testator. On 

5 the 21$t of June, 1619, by letters 

patent of James 1st, licence was 

r ted to Edward Alleyne, for 
maintenance of poor men, 
1 women, and children, and for the 

education of poor children, to 
1 found one college in Dulwich to 
endure for ever, to consist of one 
\ Master, one warden, four fellows, 
fix poor brethren, six poor sisters, 
‘ and twelve poor scholars; to be 

' maintained, educated, and go- 

: veraed according tq such ordi* 

1 nances and statutes as be (Alleyne) 

* should make in his lifetime, or 

* any person specially nominated by 

1 him should make after his death ; 

' the college to be called God's 

\ Gift $ the master, warden, &c., to 

be a body corporate, with per- 
petual succession, and the Arch- 
[ bishop of Canterbury to be for 
ever the visitor of the college, and 
1 to have power to visit, order, and 
punish according to the ecclesiastic 
1 m 1 laws of England, and according 


to such ordinances as Alleyne 
should make. By deed of the 
13th of September, 1619, Alleyne 
established the college, and nomi- 
nated the master, warden, fellows, 
brethren, sisters, and poor scho- 
lars, to have perpetual succession 
according to such ordinances ; and 
by deed of the 24th of April, 
1620, he conveyed land to the 
sole and only use of the master, 
warden, fellows, Ac., and for no 
other intent or purpose whatever. 
On the 29th of September, 1626, 
six years after the endowment, the 
founder established certain statutes 
for the government of the college, 
prescribing qualifications and du- 
ties, and how the revenues were 
to be distributed. He seemed to 
consider he was in some respects 
entitled to vary the foundation; 
he appointed six chanters for mu- 
sic and singing in the chapel, who 
were to be appointed junior fel- 
lows, and thirty members, and, 
desiring that a portion of those 
poor persona should be chosen out 
of three parishes, he directed the 
churchwardens of St. Botolph, St. 
Saviour, Southwark, and St. Giles 
without Cripplegata, now St, Luke, 
to make choice of ten poor persons 
each, five men and five women of 
each parish, to be members, and to 
he admitted into the almshouses at 
London, and thence to be admitted 
into the college; and he appointed 
the manner of choosing them by 
lot ; and he ordered tq be paid to 
each of the chanters a certain 
annual sum, and to each of the 
thirty members a weekly payment 
of 2d. Alleyne, by bis will of 
the 13th of November, 1626, gave 
several specific bequests to the col- 
lege, and directed his executors to 
build ten almshouses in each of 
the three parishes, and died on 
the 26th of December in the same 
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year. The directions of Alleyn e, 
if followed, would hare altered 
the foundation of the college. A 
bill was filed by the rector of 
St Botolph against the .college, 
and the surviving executor of 
Alleyne for discovery and relief. 
The answer was, that the lands 
amortized were barely sufficient, 
so that the latter addition of six 
chanters and thirty members could 
not be maintained, and it was 
added that the revenues ought not 
to be parted with for that purpose, 
but the executor was content to 
charge himself with the remainder 
of the money in his hands (120/.) 
to build almshouses. The parishes, 
however, desired the money rather 
than the almshouses; unless the 
maintenance of the almspeople 
could be had, and by consent it 
was ordered that the executor 
should pay the 120/. upon the 
security of the parishes that the 
money should be duly applied, 
and upon payment the executor 
was to be discharged of the be- 
quest. Disputes, however, arose, 
and Archbishop Sheldon, in 1664, 
made an order of regulation, which 
was enforced by an injunction of 
the 9th of October, 1667. Appli- 
cations were made to Archbishop 
Wake, in 1725, to rescind the 
injunction of Archbishop Sheldon, 
but he would not interfere. Other 
proceedings were taken, but at last 
Lord Chancellor King, by his de- 
cree, on the 4th of April, 1728, 
declared that the founder, Alleyne, 
had no right to add to the original 
corporation, and to allot shares to 
the six chanters and thirty mem- 
bers. After this decree the church, 
wardens were desirous of trying 
the question at law, and Arch- 
bishop Wake allowed the college 
to defend any action; but none 
was brought, and the nonpayment 


to the thirty parishioners and six 
chanters was acquiesced in, until 
the Charity Commissioners made 
their report They submitted to 
the Attorney-General that the 
opinion of the Court upon extend- 
ing the charity should be taken, 
and the information was accord- 
ingly filed in June, 1836, stating 
that the rights of the parishes 
were not bound by Lord King's 
decree in 1728; that the revenue 
was increased ; the shares of the * 
members so great as to be incon- 
sistent with the real object of the 
founder’s bequest ; that by reason I 
of the nonpayment to the thirty I 
almsmen and six chanters, the 
members received something they , 
were expressly intended not to re- 1 
ceive; aud that under such cir- 
cumstances it became necessary 
that further regulations should be 
made. The defendants argued 
that those parts of the statutes 
made by Alleyne, professing to 
give money to the chanters and 
almsmen were void, that the reve- 
nues were duly appropriated, that 
if any regulations were necessary 
they ought to be made by the 
visitor, and that the present in- | 

terference was unnecessary. It 1 

was admitted in argument that | 

the founder could not alter the 
corporation or engraft new mem- 
bers upon it; but it was urged 
that there was a trust to maintain 
the thirty members and six chant- 
ers, and that the Court ought to 
execute that trust. He (Lord 
Langdale) was of opinion that 
Alleyne, the founder, was not en- 
titled by the statutes he made, 
after the letters patent, or by to 
will, to make any alteration in 
the original foundation, or to en- 
dow any part of the property com- 
prised in the letters patent for any 
other purpose. It was not com* 
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petent for the founder to subject which might have existed before 
the same lands to any other trust the commissioners of inquiry. The 
or purpose. The objects of the answer had not been put in in such 
foundation were specified and a manner as to throw difficulty in 
enumerated, and the ordinances the way of the Court treating the 
directing the application to any case with that sort of discretion 
other purpose were invalid. After which it exercised on these sub- 
the endowment the founder was jects. He therefore thought, that 
no longer owner of the property, the value of the charity property 
no longer at liberty to change his (the manor of Meer, about 874 
intention. If different property acres), at a rack rent, viz., the rent 
had been given to the college by at which it ought to have been let 
Alleyne’s will a question about for a term of twenty-one years, 
that might have arisen, but the should be put upon it ; and that if 
college received nothing excepting the defendant, Mr. Pretyman, were 
through the deed of endowment, charged with the amount of such 
The other question was respecting full value for the portion of the 
the abuse of the charity. It was term, to be calculated from the 
not necessary for the Court to time of the report of the commis- 
interfere. There was a special sioners until the expiration of the 
visitor appointed. There had been lease, that would be sufficient, and 
nothing complained of, even if the would be the best way of setting 
complaint were well founded, but the matter right. It would not 
what might be regulated by the be unjust either to the party or to 
visitor. A question was raised the public ; but then the defend- 
whether the Attorney-General had ant, Mr. Pretyman, must pay the 
authority to sue in the form costs of the other defendants. These 
adopted. It was unnecessary to costs had been paid out of the funds, 
give an opinion upon that, be- He supposed the strictly regular 
cause as no trust was to be de- form would not be insisted upon, 
dared by the Court, or authority and that there would be no ob- 
exercised for the regulation of the jection to an order as between the 
charity, the information must be different defendants, 
dismissed. Mr. Kindersley said, he thought 

____ there would be no objection. 

... . , _ r , „ Lord Langdale.— The question 

Wednesday, Nov. 17. then would be, how the value of 

The Attorney- General v. the land would be fixed; it ought 
Pretyman and others. — Lord to be the value upon a proper lease, 
Langdale gave judgment on this a lease extending to the utmost 
information, respecting the Hos- time to which any of the existing 
pital of St. John the Baptist, in leases extended, 
the manor of Meer, Lincolnshire, Mr. Pemberton. — There was 
founded by Simon de Roppel in only one lease. He did not know 
1244, argued yesterday. His Lord- whether it had or had not been 
ship said, he was glad, upon read- renewed, since the fifing of the in- 
ing the answer, to find that there formation, 
was not altogether that spirit which Lord Langdale. — If there had 
he apprehended had prevailed, that been a renewal, the defendant must 
there was not that disposition of course pay any fine he had got. 
Vol. LXXXIII: Y 

Digitized by Google 



322 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


Mr. Kindersley believed there 
had been no renew aL 

Lord Langdale. — If there had 
been no renewal since the lease 
stated in the pleadings, the inquiry 
would he, to ascertain the rent 
proper to he paid on a lease, at the 
time the lease was granted, for 
twenty-one years, and the defend- 
ant must be charged with the full 
payment of such rent during the 
whole of the time that the present 
lease had subsisted. 

Mr. Pemberton. — That would 
be one way of doing it. Probably 
the better way would be to set a 
value upon the difference between 
the real rent and the rent reserved 
from 1835 (the date of the report 
of the commissioners) to the ex- 
piration of the existing lease, and 
that that should be paid in a gross 
sum. 

Lord Langdale. — To set a value 
upon the increased rent — that 
would answer the purpose. Sup- 
posing the property was worth 
1,200/. a year, which it appeared 
to be, then as a rent of 32/. a year 
only was reserved, the defendant 
would have to pay the difference 
between these two rents from the 
time of the commissioners' report. 
If a value were put upon the dif- 
ference of the two rents for the 
whole term, then the value of the 
difference from the date of the 
commissioners’ report to the pre- 
sent time might be known by 
exact computation, and the de- 
fendant would have to pay that, 
and for the remainder of the term 
would have to pay the full rent. 
The lease was in 1817, the report 
jn 1835. If there should really 
be any difference, the defendant 
would probably lay a proposal 
before the Master, which possibly 
the Attorney-General might think 
right to accept, and then there 


could be no further difficulty. If 
there should be a difference as to 
the sum, it must be referred to the 
Master to compute what would be 
properly payable by the defendant, 
upon the principle that the de- 
fendant must pay the difference of 
the rent which would up to the 
present time have accrued, and 
must also pay during the remain- 
der of $ the lease, rent according to 
the value of the premises. 

Mr. Kindersley.— On the prin- 
ciple of the land having been let, 
at the time the renewal took place, 
for twenty-one years at a rack rent 

Central Criminal Court, 
March 3. 

Loss of the Dryad. 

Trial of Michael Shaw Stew- 
art Wallace, and Patrick 
Maxwell Stewart Wallace. 

The case of the Wallaces excited 
very great interest among all con- 
nected with shipping, by the atro- 
city of the crime, and the im- 
mense amount of property of which 
it was suspected the insurers and 
underwriters had been defrauded 
by their deeply-laid and successful 
schemes. It seems sufficiently prob- 
able that these nefarious trans- 
actions had been carried on with- 
out discovery, and probably with- 
out suspicion, for a long series of 
years; and from evidence discovered 
in the course of this investigation, 
there is strong reason to suppose 
that at least six vessels, in which 
the Wallaces were interested either 
as respects the vessels themselves 
or their cargoes, had been wilfully 
wrecked, and the underwriters 
defrauded of immense sums. 

Michael Shaw Stewart Wallace, 
aged twenty-nine, described as a 
seaman, and Patrick Maxwell 
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ir Stewart Wallace, aged twenty-five, 
merchant, were indicted, (before 
& Chief Justice Tindal and Mr. 
m Justice Bosanquet), and the in- 
. 3 dictment, which extended to a very 
i great length and contained t wen ty- 
■is six counts, set forth, — that Ed- 
; muod Loose, late of London, mari- 
■t& J*er, on the 10th day of November, 
■:i% iu the third year of her pre- 
os Majesty's reign, being Cap- 
a tain of a certain vessel called the 
] iifi Dryad, the property of Alexander 
p -jg Howden and others, did, by force 
arms, upon the high seas, and 
. jj: within the jurisdiction of the Ad- 
^ miralty of England, and within 
the jurisdiction of the Central 
Criminal Court, feloniously, un- 
lawfully, and maliciously, cast away 
fi> and destroy the said vessel, with 
intent thereby, then and there, 
iT * to prejudice the said Alexander 
15 Howden and others, against the 
^ form of the statute in such case 
^ made and provided ; and that 
, L ; Patrick Maxwell Stewart Wallace, 
late of London aforesaid, before 
^ the aforesaid felony was committed 
^ in form aforesaid — to wit, on the 
p 3nl day of August, in the year 
•_$ aforesaid, did feloniously and ma- 
^ liciously incite, move, procure, 
^ and command the 

said Edmund Loose the said felony 
lt in manner and form aforesaid to 
^ do and commit. And further, that 
^ Michael Shaw Stewart Wallace, 
4 late of London aforesaid, did in 
manner feloniously and ma- 
y liciously incite, move, procure, 
^ counsel, hire, and command the 
^ aid Edmund Loose the said felony 
in manner and form aforesaid to 
j, do and commit, against the sta- 
^ tute, and against the peace, &c. 

The other counts varied in the 
■j parties against whom the felony 
) f was alleged to have been directed. 


and in the description of the 
vessel. 

The prisoners severally pleaded 
“ Not Guilty." 

Mr. Jervis applied to the Court 
to allow his client, Michael Wal- 
lace, to withdraw his plea, and 
to suspend it until the principal 
offender named in the indictment 
was appreliended and brought to 
justice. The present indictment 
was framed according to the old 
form of indictment, against an ac- 
cessory before the fact at common 
law. He was well aware that 
the statute of the 7th of George 
4th, chap. 64, sec. 9, contemplated 
the indictment of an accessory be- 
fore the fact in three different 
ways j and it enacted that acces- 
sories before the fact at common 
law, or under the statute, might 
be indicted and convicted with the 
principal felon, or after the con- 
viction of the principal felon, or 
indicted and convicted as of a sub- 
stantive felony, though the prin- 
cipal felon shall not have been 
convicted or shall not be amenable 
to justice. Now, the only way in 
which a party charged can know 
how to proceed to his defence, was 
by reference to the form of the 
indictment, because the mode of 
proceeding in a course taken under 
the statute must influence the 
mode of proceeding at the trial — 
questions as to the admissibility of 
evidence, for much that would be 
admissible to prove the guilt of 
the principal, if he were on his 
trial, would not be admissible as 
against a party charged as acces- 
sory. Here, he repeated, the in- 
dictment was in the common law 
form, against Loose as principal, 
and against the Wallaces as acces- 
sories before the fact. He did not 
know, that it was necessary for 
him to put a construction upon 
Y 2 
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what was termed a substantive 
felony, for that point bad been 
argued in the case of the Caspars, 
but he apprehended the true test 
was this — that a substantive felony 
was that which would stand by 
itself against an accessory before 
the fact, independent of the charge 
against the principal, and that 
although the guilt of the accessory 
might be mixed up with that of 
the principal, the test as to whether 
the accessory was bound to take 
his trial at once was the observance 
whether the indictment was so 
framed that the principal could 
come in and plead to it. If he 
could do so he (Mr. Jervis) appre- 
hended the party charged as acces- 
sory had a right to say, “ I will 
not be tried/* It was true that 
the principal in this case was dead, 
but still the indictment ought to 
be framed under the statute, and 
not at common law. 

The Attorney- General, contra , 
submitted that the present form of 
indictment was that which had 
been followed ever since the pass- 
ing of the Statute 7th George 4th, 
c. 64. Under that Act it was 
quite clear these prisoners might 
be indicted, tried, and convicted, 
without the trial and conviction 
of the principal, and the only ob- 
jection raised was as to the form 
of the indictment ; but the whole 
question was, whether, in the ab- 
sence of the principal, the prisoners 
at the bar were not bound to 
plead ? 

The Lord Chief Justice. — It 
seems rather a ground to put off 
the trial until the principal is 
found than a ground to postpone 
the plea. 

The Attorney-General. — J ust 
so. The prisoners were bound to 
plead, and, having pleaded, they 
might be tried on this indictment ; 


and what grounds were there for 
putting off the trial ? It was ad* 
mitted that Loose, the captain, 
was dead. Were they, then, not 
to be put on their trial? He 
utterly denied, that at common law 
accessories could not be tried in 
the absence of the principal. It 
was true the prosecutor must prove 
the corpus delicti; the guilt of the 
principal he admitted, and it wai 
with that view the statute of 
7th Geo. 4th had been passed. 

After some further discussion in 
a low tone between the Court and 
Counsel, 

The Lord Chief Justice said — 
We are not disposed at present to 
give any opinion upon the print, 
but it shall be open to Mr. Jervis 
to open it again afterwards, if it 
should be necessaiy. 

Mr. Jervis inquired whether the i 
Court held, for the purposes of 
to-day, that this was a substantive i 
felony ? 

The Lord Chief Justice.— Ves. 

Mr. Jervis. — Then it is a sepa- 
rate offence in each person charged j 
as an accessory, and they are en- 
titled to be tried separately. The 
Crown, therefore, must make their 
election which case they will first 
proceed with. 

The Attorney- General. — VVe 
proceed first against Patrick Max- 
well Stewart Wallace. 

The prisoner, Patrick Maxwell 
Stewart Wallace, having been 
given in charge. 

The Attorney-General stated 
the case to the jury. It was al- 
leged against the prisoner at the 
bar that he had been concerned hi 
a scheme for fraudulently effecting 
insurances upon a ship, her freight, 
and goods on board that ship, and 
for wilfully casting her away for 
the purpose of defrauding the un» 
derwriters. The nature of that 
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offence he could not better de- 
^ [ ; a scribe than in the words of a great 
^ ki and eloquent judge. Lord Stowell, 
S in this Court on a similar occasion, 
gj s When sitting as Judge of the Ad- 
t a , miralty, and on charging the Grand 
Jury on a case similar to the 
, pjoni present. Lord Stowell said, “ One 
\ M & peculiar case will call for the most 
diligent application of your powers 
ta j an of inquiry — the offence of sinking 
fe# a ship and cargo with intent to 
m jg defraud the underwriters. T o you, 
w ^° are commercial men, it is un- 
fcfa necessary to say much on its ma- 
lignityj it strikes at the root of 
the maritime commerce, and con- 
sequently of the power and the 
security of this country, so inti- 
ma i e ^ connected with the pros- 
^ perity of its maritime commerce. 
It is owing to the property of that 
class of men, the insurers, who by 
$0 dividing the risk increase the se- 
pwate individuals, and 
r give the benefit of large capitals 
to the adventurer of slender means, 
that our commerce has triumphed 
^ its activity over all competition." 

, ct^ Wo ?H now state very shortly 
% an ^.tliae of the facts which would 
^ k |aid before the jury, and upon 
L i they would have to determine 

theguiltor innocenceof the prisoner 
j . at the bar. The prisoner, Patrick 
^“well Stewart Wallace, lived 
at 40, Windsor- terrace, City-road, 

' , y snd carried on his business at No. 

I®* trooper ’s-row, Crutchedfriars. 

^ - He was an importer of bristles and 
jj Russian produce, and he 

[^ > ew ^ se dealt in ale and porter. 
f Michael W allace lived in Tredegar- 
^ *l uare » Mile-end, and carried on 
his business also at 18, Cooper’s- 
1 • $ Tom ‘ He was a shipowner, and, 

. amongst others, he had a share in 
a ship called the Dryad. He 
r jV three-fourths of that vessel, 

» brig of 204 tons burden. The 


other one-fourth belonged to the 
firm of Howden and Co., and 
Michael had mortgaged his three- 
fourth share to his sister, Janet 
Wallace. On the 25th of July, 
1839, the Dryad was chartered 
by Messrs. Zulueta and Co., a 
house which has a place of busi- 
ness in London and likewise an 
establishment at Liverpool. The 
ship, at the time of the charter, 
was lying in Liverpool, and, as 
the terms of the charter were 
material, he would state its sub- 
stance. The whole stowage was 
chartered to Zulueta and Co. for 
a voyage to Santa Cruz, in the 
island of Cuba, for 300/., of which 
200/. was to be paid before the 
vessel sailed, and the remaining 
100/. when the cargo was de- 
livered. The entire stowage was 
thus hired by Zulueta and Co., 
and they alone had a right to load 
any goods on board her for that 
voyage. He would now proceed 
to state the insurances which were 
effected on this occasion. He had 
already told the jury that Howden 
and Co. were the owners of one- 
fourth of the Dryad, and they, by 
direction of Michael Wallace, ef- 
fected an insurance on the ship 
(which by itself was perfectly le- 
gitimate) for 2,000/. This was 
done with the privity of Michael 
Wallace, and a sum of 1,375/., 
being his share or proportion of 
the insurance, was afterwards paid 
to him in 1840, when the total 
loss was claimed. Another in- 
surance had likewise been effected 
by Howden and Co., at the re- 
quest of Michael, for 300/., on the 
freight of the vessel, which also 
had been paid. In these two in- 
surances there was nothing that 
could reasonably excite suspicion, 
but he now came to two in- 
surances which most undoubtedly 
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were fraudulent. These were or- 
dered by the prisoner Patrick 
Wallace to be effected on goods 
on board the Dryad, for a voyage 
from Liverpool to Santa Cruz, he 
having no goods on board, con- 
templating the shipment of no 
goods, and, as it seemed to him, 
only having in view the casting 
away the ship, and then making 
a false claim upon the under- 
writers. The first policy of the 
sort was for 715 L, which Patrick 
ordered to be effected in the name 
of Michael. This was effected 
with the Alliance Insurance Com- 
pany, and bore date the 24th of 
August, 1839; and was declared 
to be on six cases of flannel, con- 
taining forty pieces each — on cloth 
and cotton goods, valued in the 
whole at 715/. There was a pre- 
tended bill of lading of these goods, 
which was signed by Edmund 
Loose, the Captain of the Dryad. 
Now, according to the rule laid 
down, it was indispensably neces- 
sary he (the Attorney-General) 
should make out, that Loose had 
been guilty of the offence charged 
against him in this indictment ; 
and one material fact upon which 
he founded this charge was, that 
he (the captain) had signed bills 
of lading for goods which were 
never on board the ship. 

Mr. C. Philips interposed. — His 
client stood charged with a sub- 
stantive felony ; and at this stage 
of the proceedings it was perhaps 
right be should take the opinion 
of the Court, whether any act or 
declaration done or made by Loose 
in the absence of the prisoner could 
be adduced in evidence against the 
prisoner. 

The Attorney-General submit- 
ted, that this was part of the res 
gestas. It would be impossible for 
lum to establish the guilt of the 


Captain, except by showing what 
be did until the crime was con- 
summated. 

Lord Chief Justice Tindal. — 
You have a right to give in evi- 
dence such words as the law holds 
to be equivalent to facts. 

The Attorney-General.— -Here 
they bad the Captain signing bills 
of lading for goods which never 
had been shipped, and for what 
purpose did he do so, except that, 
knowing insurances bad been ef- 
fected, he had the full intention 
of casting away the ship? This 
first bill of lading was in the 
name of Michael Stewart, and was 
dated the 20th of August, 1839. 
This policy was effected by a 
broker of the name of Stott, and 
early in the year 1840 Mr. Stott 
came to the Alliance Company and 
claimed for a total loss. He was 
paid 80 per cent, at first, and, 
there being a rumour that some of 
the goods had been saved, the 
Insurance Company required an 
undertaking, that if any were 
saved they should be accounted 
for for their benefit. On that 
occasion a document was given, 
which was very material for the 
consideration of the jury, for it 
professed to be signed by Michael, 
when in point of fact it was 
signed by Patrick Wallace, the 
prisoner at the bar. It was to 
this effect : — “ I hereby agree, in 
case any goods shall be saved, to 
indemnify you for the amount 
they may be sold for, less all 
charges.*' Upon this a total loss, 
which was afterwards handed over 
to the prisoner, was paid. The 
next policy was likewise on goods, 
to the amount of 1,264/., and was 
effected by Stott, under the order 
of Patrick Wallace, with die M* 0 " 
time Insurance Company, h 
effected in Stott’s name* on the 
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7th of August, 1839, on beef, 
pork, butter, cotton prints, and 
other goods, no parts of which 
were ever shipped or loaded on 
board the Dryad, although the 
Captain had signed another false 
hill of lading in the name of the 
prisoner Patrick Wallace, by which 
he professed to have received those 
goods. On this policy, also, a 
total loss was claimed by Stott, 
and again an undertaking was re- 
quired by the insurance-office. 
This undertaking, to the same 
effect as the other, was given on 
the 9th of October, 1840, by the 
prisoner at the bar, and upon it 
the claim was paid. He now 
came to certain insurances which 
had been effected with the Nep- 
tune Insurance Company, and the 
first of these was for 700/, on the 
body of the ship, ordered by 
Michael, through Messrs. Selden 
and Johnson, the brokers. This 
he must charge as a fraudulent 
insurance ; because the former 
policy for 2,000/. was enough to 
cover the value of the ship; but 
upon this policy a total loss was 
churned and paid to Michael Wal- 
lace. Another policy with the 
Neptune Company was ordered 
by Michael, and effected through 
the same brokers, for 700/., upon 
the freight of the Dryad. On 
this policy also a total loss had 
been claimed and paid. There 
was a third policy with the Nep- 
tune Company for 687/., through 
Messrs. Lendell and Hall, and it 
was on goods, which goods never 
were shipped, though, as before, 
a fraudulent and false bill of 
lading, in the namq of Patrick 
and Michael Wallace jointly, had 
been signed by Loose, the Cap- 
tain* The goods purported to be 
beef, pork, butter, earthenware, 
&&, and again a total loss was 


claimed, again an undertaking or 
indemnity was demanded, and 
again a total loss was paid. There 
was likewise another policy which 
had been effected with the In- 
demnity Company, on the order 
of Michael Wallace, for 600/. on 
the freight, and on this a total 
loss was claimed and paid on the 
30th of January, 1840. Another 
policy still remained ; Michael 
Wallace was down at Liverpool, 
superintending the outfit of the 
ship, and there he effected another 
policy upon the brig Dryad for 
500/., on which also a total loss 
was paid. Now, how stood these 
insurances ? There were insur- 
ances for 2,666/. on goods which 
never were on board the Dryad ; 
then there were policies on the 
ship and freight to the amount 
of 2,500/., exclusive of those for 
2,300/., to which no suspicion 
could attach. Now, there might 
be a variety of opinions as to the 
value of the ship and freight, 
though he believed it would turn 
out that both had been greatly 
overvalued ; but, with regard to 
the goods which never had been 
shipped, no variety of opinion 
could possibly exist. The vessel, 
be had already told the jury, was 
lying in Liverpool ; that she bad 
been chaitered by Zuluetaand Co., 
who loaded her with goods, which 
they insured at 3,000/., and no 
goods were shipped except bv 
Zulueta and Co. He should call 
their clerk, who had superintended 
the shipment, and he would tell 
the jury that no other goods what- 
ever were put on board, and that 
at the time the vessel sailed she 
was not more than two-thirds full. 
He (the Attorney-General) would 
do more — He would give in evi- 
dence a declaration made by the 
Captain, as required by the sta- 
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tute 3 and 4 William 4th, that 
he had no other goods on board. 
He should further show, by docu- 
ments from the Custom house, that 
no other goods but those of 
Zulueta and Co. were shipped. 
He should be able to prove that, 
instead of there being a large 
stock of provisions on board, us 
the bills of lading seemed to indi- 
cate, the vessel was actually de- 
ficient of the means of subsistence 
for the crew during the voyage. 
Now, what had been the inten- 
tion of the Captain and those who 
acted with him? They had laid 
out large sums in premiums on 
policies effected on goods which 
had never been purchased or 
shipped, and their object was wil- 
fully to cast away the ship, and 
then come upon the underwriters 
and get from them the payment 
of the sum of 4,000/. From the 
facts he was now about to state, 
the jury would see that such was 
in the contemplation of the Cap- 
tain, and that he actually carried 
that scheme into effect. The ves- 
sel sailed from Liverpool, bound 
to Santa Cruz, on the 7th of Sep- 
tember, 1839, and almost from 
the beginning of the voyage cir- 
cumstances occurred which excited 
the suspicions of the crew. For 
example, the larboard pump was 
choked up. The Captain gave 
orders that two tackles should be 
affixed to the long-boat, whereby 
it was ready for service at any 
moment it might be required. The 
ship proceeded, and it would be 
found that something took place 
off the coast of Ireland, to which 
however he would not now par- 
ticularly refer ; it would be fouud 
that the ship did not pursue the 
track she ought to have pursued. 
She met with no stress of weather, 
sod the Captain all the time had 


full command of his course. It 
would appear he ought to have 
steered by the south side of the 
island of St. Domingo, and so on 
to Santa Cruz — that such was the 
direct and usual course, but he 
thought fit to go to the north side 
of Hayti, or St. Domingo. At 
Anagada he made an attempt to 
run the vessel on a reef of rocks. 
That attempt, however, did not 
succeed, and he proceeded. He 
kept close In shore, creeping along 
until he came to a place called the 
Silver Keys, and there again he 
made a direct attempt to run the 
ship upon a reef. He was warned 
of what he was about, not only 
by those who were on board with 
him, but a signal gun was fired 
by the Captain of another ship, 
called the Bencoolen ; a flag was 
hoisted to warn him of his danger; 
bnt still he would not divert from 
his course to run on the breakers 
and get on the reefs. This be 
did and the vessel struck. She 
was, however, taken in tow by a 
pilot-boat, and carried into a port 
on the 20th of October. There 
she was repaired, and on the 5th 
of November she again sailed for 
Santa Cruz. Again he got out of 
his course, for he ought to have 
made directly for Cape Crus, and, 
having the wind and weather 
favourable, he could not have had 
the smallest difficulty in reaching 
the port of destination in safety ; 
but instead of that, he continued 
to creep along the coast, looking 
for an opportunity to cast away 
the vessel ; there was now no time 

to be lost in the accomplishment 
of his object, and accordingly! 
when about fifteen miles from 
Cape Cruz, he again ran the ves- 
sel on the breakers. She might 
have been got off, but the Cap* 
tain would not allow anything to 
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be done, and then the ship and 
the greater part of her cargo were 
lost. The Captain and his men 
got to Jamaica, whence the men 
came home to England ; but the 
Captain had never returned, for 
he was no longer in this world to 
answer for his offence. He should 
bring witnesses to prove the facts 
he had stated, and he thought 
that, from their testimony, the 
jury could entertain no doubt of 
the prisoners* guilt. 

The Attorney-General proceeded 
to call his witnesses, who proved 
that the Dryad was worth about 
2,000/., and the facts of the differ- 
ent insurances stated in his address 
having been effected. 

Mr. James Stott, a ship broker, 
deposed that he had been employed 
by the prisoner to effect some of 
the insurances and to claim the 
amount when the news of the ves- 
sel's loss arrived, which he received 
as stated by the Attorney- Gene- 
ral j and that upon one occasion 
the following occurred : “ I asked 
the particulars of the letter, when 
he replied, that there were some 
pans saved, but no beef or pork ; 
he then laughed, and I asked him 
what he was laughing at ; he then 
said, ‘ Loose has done the job very 
well.’ I asked him what he 
meant? He again laughed, and 
said, ‘ I was not half awake.’ '* 
About a month after that conver- 
sation took place he again asked 
the prisoner whether he had re- 
ceived any further intelligence 
from Captain Loose, when he said 
that he believed he was dead, and 
that he died on board the Premier , 
on his voyage home. I then asked 
him if he had received his papers, 
to which he replied that the cap- 
tab's trunks had been opened, but 
no papers had been found. I then 
«W him whether the death of 


Loose had been confirmed? He 
said he believed he was not dead ; 
but that he had been in London 
about three weeks. I said, if that 
was the case, it was a pity he did 
not go to the Maritime Insurance 
Office and get a settlement, as the 
captain's word would be sufficient ; 
he replied that he wished they 
might get Captain Loose there, 
but he was quite sure he would 
not go. 1 afterwards saw the pri- 
soner in an office which he occu- 
pied in Crosby-hall Chambers, and 
asked him whether he had seen 
anything of Loose ; he said he 
wished he was in London, for if 
he was he would give him a ship 
directly, for he was a very clever 
fellow and deserved all he could 
get, for he had done the job of the 
Dryad very clean. I said he 
must have been well paid if he had 
done so. The prisoner laughed 
and said, “ A thousand or two, 
that’s all.” I recollect the pri- 
soner being taken into custody on 
the 27th of November. I saw 
him at the Mansion-house and 
asked him what was the meaning 
of it, and he said it was all about 
the Dryad. I said, “Then my 
suspicions all along have been cor- 
rect.” He said it was a bad job, 
but I need not fear, because 1 was 
only the agent, but he was afraid 
that he should be transported. I 
said, “ Why do you fear that ; you 
are not the master of the ship ?” 
He said, “ Oh the goods were 
never on board ; there are papers 
. in the house that will prove me 
guilty.” 

Peter Kelly, a clerk in the em- 
ploy of Zulueta and Co., superin- 
tending the lading of the Dryad , 
proved that there were no other 
poods shipped than those belong- 
ing to that firm. 

Captain John Theake.— Inl839 
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I was captain of a vessel called the 
Bencoolen . I was bound from 
Cape Haytien to Laguayra. On 
the 23rd of October the Bencoolen 
was off the harbour at Cape Hay- 
tien. Her burden was 410 tons. 
Whilst off the harbour I was 
boarded by a pilot. There is a 
reef of rocks about three miles 
from the place where the pilot 
boarded us. I observed a brig, 
which afterwards turned out to be 
the Dryad , to the eastward of me, 
and which appeared to be going on 
the reefs. The reefs are laid down 
upon the charts, and arc well 
known to mariners. There is a 
bank called the Silver Bank. The 
reefs towards which the vessel was 
going are called the reefs of the 
harbour of Cape Haytien. They 
are on the outside of the harbour, 
and extend a distance of about 
fifteen miles to the eastward. We 
waited to see whether the vessel 
would change her course, but find- 
ing that she did not do so, the 
pilot made a remark. I fired a 

g un to warn them of their danger ; 

ut they took no notice of it. I 
ordered the pilot to go away with 
his boat immediately and go on 
board the brig. He pulled to and 
boarded her. Until the pilot 
boarded her the brig continued 
going in the direction of the reefs. 
There was a light westerly wind 
at the time. She could have 
avoided the reefs. When the pilot 
went on board she altered her 
course, and went into the harbour. 

Ronald Maxwell, the mate of 
the Dryad , examined by the At- 
torney-General. — We sailed from 
Liverpool on the 7 th of September, 
and passed through the North 
Channel. That course was not 
unusual, according to the wind. 
There is generally a track laid 
down on the charts, as a guide. 


We pursued that track for some 
distance, but at longitude 59 west 
we steered to the northward. We 
first made land at Virgin Guards. 
I told the captain that 1 had seen 
land. He went on deck, where 
he remained a short time, but made 
no remarks: shortly after I aw 
breakers ahead : I went into the 
cabin, and saw the captain in bed ; 
that was between six and sewn 
o’clock in the morning. At that 
time Benjamin Schultr was at the 
helm. The captain followed me 
on deck. I then told Schults to 
put the helm down, and let the 
ship go round. The captain then 
ran to the wheel, and immediately 
put it up again, which would hate 
the effect of running the ship 
directly upon the breakers. Hun- 
ter and Simpson complained to the 
captain, and said if he did not put 
the ship round they would doit 
themselves, as they were not going 
to be lost. The captain then left 
the wheel and Schultx went to it. 
He put the helm down and the 
ship came round. The ship just 
cleared the breakers and that was 
all. A few minutes more and she 
would have been aground. This 
occurred on the 17tn of October. 
On the 19th we were at the Silver 
Bank, to the north of St. Domingo 
The course I have usually gone is 
south of St. Domingo, by Antigua 
and Guadaloupe. I observed a 
rock between six and seven o’clock 
in the morning. I called the cap- 
tain and pointed out the rock to 
him. It was easy to be seen, but 
he said he could not see it. The 
water ahead was discoloured, which 
indicated a shoal in those seas. 
One of the crew came forward and 
called out, “ Rocks under the fore- 
foot.” I ran forward, and the 
captain likewise. I saw the rock. 
The captain said, “01* we wc 
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tot, we are lost— we are all lost 9 * 
Immediately afterwards tbe ship 
struck, and remained fast for about 
twenty minutes. The ship then 
dragged off. After going a short 
distance she again struck. The 
captain was in the cabin during 
the time, putting on a life-pre- 
server. From the second rock we 
dragged off; the rudder was dis- 
abled. We then trimmed the sails 
to keep her before the wind. 1 
applied to the captain for some 
spars to make a temporary rudder, 
which he refused. We had no 
spare spars on board. 1 said we 
were in a nice predicament, at sea 
without a rudder, and that it 
would have been better to have 
let her gone on shore two or three 
days previous. The carpenter 
made a temporary rudder. On the 
20th we made St. Domingo. On 
the afternoon of the 22nd of Octo- 
ber we were close upon a reef, off 
tbe harbour of Cape Hay tien. The 
jury rudder unshipped. The cap- 
tain asked me what was to he 
done, and I told him there was no 
danger, and that we had better 
run into harbour. The captain 
said he would not, as they had no 
pilot on hoard, and if anything 
happened to the vessel, he would 
low the insurance. I then told 
him as that was the case it would 
he better to go out to sea, and 
replace the jury-rudder ; and 
that in the morning they might 
obtain a pilot and get safe into 
harbour. The captain went to 
bed about eight o'clock, and 
shortly after I saw a sail to the 
larboard quarter. I told the cap- 
tain of it, and said that if we ran 
down to her she might render us 
some assistance. He refused to do 
so, saying that he would have 
nothing to do with her. He then 
went to bed and desired me to call 


him at twelve o'clock. At day- 
break we were south-east of the 
entrance to the harbour. We then 
saw a sail a little to the larboard. 
We were steering towards the 
reefs. There was no signal made 
by the Dryad , but the other ves- 
sel, which 1 afterwards learned to 
be the Bencoolen , fired a gun, 
which was a signal to warn us of 
our danger. The Bencoolen at 
that time had the union jack 
hoisted, as a signal for a pilot. I 
suggested that we should also put 
out a signal for a pilot, but the 
captain refused, saying, that if 
they (the pilots) were too lazy to 
come without a signal, they might 
remain where they were. 1 also 
told the captain that a signal-gun 
had been fired, hut he said he did 
not care for tliat. A pilot came 
on board about eleven o’clock $ up 
to that time the vessel was going 
towards the reefs. I showed the 
pilot the jury-rudder, and asked 
him whether he would take charge 
of the ship with that ; he said he 
would, if he could get the crew 
to work the ship. When the pilot 
was coming towards us he hoisted 
signals, but the captain, who saw 
them, took no notice of him. 
When the pilot reached us we 
were about half a mile from the 
breakers. The pilot then took us 
into port ; that was on the 23rd 
of October. I left the Dryad on 
the 2nd of November, and gave 
Captain Loose a reason for so doing. 

Benjamin Schultz, carpenter of 
the Dryad, gave evidence to the 
same effect, to the time of Max- 
well leaving the ship, and pro- 
ceeded — The Dryad left Cape 
Haytien on the 5th of November, 
and on the 10th struck on the 
reef at Cape Crus, where she was 
wrecked. About ten minutes be- 
fore, we struck on a small lump of 
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rock. We saw the reef all the day 
before, but the ship’s course was 
not altered to avoid it. The cap- 
tain was on deck all the night be- 
fore the ship struck ; but I never 
knew him to do so on any previous 
occasion. A man of the name of 
Simpson was at the helm, and the 
captain told him to come away or 
he would be hurt. The crew came 
on deck and spoke to the captain. 

I sounded one of the pumps, but 
the ship had made no water. No 
orders were given to get the ship 
off the reefs ; it could easily have 
been done if the captain thought 
proper. The sails were all kept 
set. If an anchor had been put 
down and the sails taken in, the 
ship could easily have been got off. 
The water was very clear upon the 
rocks, and I saw a cigar-box with 
a bolt attached to it at the bottom. 

I pulled it up, and on opening the 
box found it to contain several let- 
ters and the leaves of a log-book ; 
the box was lying just under the 
captains cabin window. Captain 
Loose had then gone on shore, and 
on his return die next day had 
some conversation with me and the 
crew* He then took the long- 
boat, and we went to Falmouth, 
Jamaica, where the protest was 
noted. We kept the letters we 
found in the cigar- box, and some 
time afterwards, when Simpson 
showed them to the captain, he 
snapped them out of his hand and 
gave him four pound notes to get 
them. That was at Falmouth. 

Mr. C. Phillips then proceeded 
to address the jury on behalf of 
the prisoner. The learned gen- 
tleman observed, that he could not 
but feel the disadvantages which 
surrounded him when he com- 
menced that duty. In the first 
place, the unfortunate young man 
lx the bar had opposed to him not 
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only some of the most wealthy & 

insurance-offices in London, who U 

had left no stone unturned and no & 

means unemployed by which to k 

insure a conviction. The question 1 

for their consideration would re- j 

solve itself, as it seemed to him, ^ 

into three points, and unless upon i 
each and all of these points they $ 

were satisfied by the evidence, it was ^ 

impossible that the prisoner could > 

be convicted. The jury must first $ 

be clearly of opinion (and unless % 

they came to that opinion, the - 

whole superstructure of the case $ 

must fall to the ground) that ^ 

Loose, the captain of the Dryad, s 

voluntarily and wilfully cast that ^ 

ship away. The second point for 4j 

their consideration, after they had <, 

got over this threshold (which ap- ?• 

peared to him to present a fonnid- * 

able stumbling-block), would be - 

whether, supposing they thought * 

the captain had wilfully cast away * 

the ship, they had sufficient evi- { 

dence to bring their minds to the 
conclusion that the goods upon 
which the insurance had been ef- | 
fected were never on board the j ; 
Dryad ? The third point would : 
be, whether, even if they believed I 

the evidence adduced upon the first 1 

two points, the jury had evidence 
laid before them sufficient to con- 
vince them beyond all doubt that 
the prisoner at the bar, knowing 
that there were no goods on board, 
had effected insurances upon them 
and had incited, counselled, and 
advised the captain to cast away 
the ship, with a view to defraud 
the underwriters or part owners? 

The learned counsel proceeded to 
point out some improbabilities in 
the alleged conduct of Captain 
Loose, and the bad conduct of the 
mate and crew, the period which 
elapsed before they came forward 
with their statement* and- the 
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possibility that the goods might 
have been taken on board without 
the knowledge of the parties in 
charge. 

The Lord Chief Justice then 
summed up the case to the jury, 
and having recapitulated the whole 
of the evidence, said that upon it 
they must be satisfied that the 
captain, with the intention of de- 
frauding the underwriters, wilfully 
cast away the ship ; secondly, they 
must be satisfied that the goods in- 
sured never had been shipped ; 
and lastly, they must be satisfied 
that a concert and scheme existed 
in London in which the prisoner 
was a party concerned, and that by 
his aid that wicked scheme was 
carried into effect. If, on the 
whole of the evidence, they felt 
any reasonable ground for doubt 
that neither of these points had 
been established, then they would 
acquit the prisoner. If, however, 
they were satisfied upon those 
three points, then it would be their 
duty, however painful, to convict 
the prisoner. The question was 
one of mere fact, which the jury 
must take into their own hands. 

The jury expressed a wish to 
retire, and on their return into 
court at half-past eight o’clock, 
they delivered a verdict of Guilty. 

On the following day the trial 
of Michael Shaw Stewart Wallace 
was proceeded with. The evi- 
dence was the same as that pro- 
duced at the trial of his brother, 
and the jury, in like manner, found 
the prisoner Guilty. 

Both prisoners were then placed 
at the bar, and the Lord Chief 
Justice proceeded to pass sentence. 
He said they had been found guilty 
after fair and impartial trials be- 
fore intelligent juries, of tbe offence 
of having feloniously incited one 
Edward Loose, the captain of the 


ship Dryad , wilfully to cast away 
that ship, for the purpose of de- 
frauding the underwriters. He 
felt bound to say, that he was per- 
fectly satisfied with the verdict 
which the two juries had found in 
the respective cases of the two pri- 
soners. It was an offence of very 
grave importance, tending to check 
the spirit of mercantile adventure 
and the commerce of this country, 
because it aimed at defrauding 
those persons upon whose respon- 
sibility much of that adventure and 
commerce depended. It was ob- 
served, that the loss in this case 
had fallen upon the underwriters, 
and the checking of their business 
might produce serious results. The 
effect of a policy of insurance was 
to cast upon a company a loss 
which, if it fell upon one indi- 
vidual only, might be ruinous in 
its effects ; and it could not but be 
observed, that the numerous in- 
surance companies of this city 
could no longer exist unless their 
proceedings were protected by the 
law, and offences directed against 
their fair and honest gains were 
punished with the just severity of 
the law. In this case there were 
circumstances of great aggrava- 
tion, because the result of the foul 
crime which had been committed 
might have been not only the loss 
of property, but of life. The 
penalty applied by the law to this 
offence was no longer capital. He 
rejoiced at that, but at the same 
time he felt that it was his duty to 
visit the offence of the prisoners 
with a severe punishment. The 
sentence of the Court was, that the 
prisoners should be transported 
beyond the seas for the respective 
terms of their natural lives. 

The point raised by Mr. Jervis 
having been overruled, the sen- 
tence was carried into effect. 
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The Wallaces, while awaiting <( With respect to the other 
their transference to the transport, vessel, the — , she was a large j ^ 

made very important communica- St. John's-built vessel, which was I * 


tions to the prison authorities. A 
part of the confession of Patrick 
and that of Michael are added; 
but even of what is given, the 
authorities deemed it necessary to 
suppress the names ; but it is un- 
derstood that Alderman Pirie and 
others received from the crimi- 
nals extensive specific information, 
which will enable the insurance 
offices to watch extensive con- 
federacies for fraud of the same 
nature. 

“ Statement made to Mr . John 
Pirie, Alderman, respecting my 
knowledge of other Vessels which 
were and are about to be cast 
away . 

" One day last year, either in 
the latter end of the month of 
May or the beginning of June, 
- came into my counting-house, 
and after some conversation, said 
to me, * Wallace, why don't you 

ship some ale by the to St. 

Domingo ?’ I said it would not 
pay at that market. He said it 
would pay if I insured it, as he 
did not think it would ever arrive 
at that pretended destination. I 
declined at that time having any- 
thing to do with the business. 
About six weeks or a couple of 
months afterwards, he and I were 
looking over the book of shipping 
at Lloyd’s Captains’- room, 80, 
Bishopegate-street, when the loss 

of the was written down, 

and he said to me, ‘ Are you not 
vexed now for not doing what I 
desired you V and then he told me 
that he heard the scheme con- 
cocted previously to the sailing of 
the vessel from London, and that 

went in her to see the job 

properly performed. 


loaded, I think, in the St. Katha- - 
rine’s Dock, my informant being ^ 
at that time clerk to — . The 
vessel sailed from London for New 
South Wales, about the month of ■- 
August or September last year ; so 
that if she has been cast away the 
accounts will arrive shortly. About 
the time of the vessel’s sailing, (- 
— told me he was sure site wai 
intended to be wilfully wrecked, ^ 
as the owners had mortgaged her 
to a ship-builder, and had insured 
her in different offices for three 5 
times her value. Heoflfered to go ; | 
halves with me in 1000/. on goods < 

by that vessel, but I declined the 1 4 

proposition, and it is my firm and 3 

positive belief that he has insur- 
ances done on that vessel without - 

interest. A young man of the j 

name of , who lives with his 

sister, and who was a prisoner in ^ 
the Compter along with Stott and 
me, when we were taken up on 
the Dtyad charge, corroborated $ 

’s information respecting the 

vessel, he having received the in- 4 * 

formation from another party. v 

“ The above is the exact truth, ^ 
to the best of my knowledge and 
recollection, as I shall answer to 

God. y * 

“ P. M. Wallace. 

“ Newgate, March 23.” * 

" Statement by Michael Share a 

Stewart Wallace to Mr . John 
Pirie, Alderman , selling forth , 

the part he took in the casting 
away of the Dryad for the pur* 
pose of defrauding the Under - , 

writers. 

“ I purchased three-fourths of 
the Dryad about December 1837, 
for 1,200/., 1,060/. of which ws» 
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paid in cash, and the remainder by 
a bill. I went as master of the 
Dryad to Rio Janeiro, and re- 
turned in her to London. Loose 
was the master at that time. Next 
voyage Loose went as master, with 
my instructions to proceed to Rio, 
and take the berth for London. 
The vessel was consigned to a per- 
son at Rio, who had similar in- 
structions from me, but he deviated 
from those instructions, and sent 
the vessel to the Cape de Verd 
Islands for salt, and drew upon me 
for 3154 When I received this 
intelligence, my friends advised me 
to go out to Rio and look after my 
property. I went out to Rio in 
the bark Blair , from Liverpool, 
and upon my arrival found the 
vessel a complete wreck, and was 
angry with the master for his con- 
duct, but he threw the blame upon 
others. 

“ I was on board the Dryad , 
dining with Loose, the master, one 
day at Rio. After dinner he asked 
me to go forward, and he would 
show me that I had made a blind 
bargain, which he did, and at the 
same time he said, that if he had 
known that the vessel was un- 
sound, she should never have seen 
the Cape de Verd Islands. I said 
to him that I did not believe that 
he had the spirit to do such a 
thing, to which he replied that 
he wished I would give him the 
chance. Some other conversation 
relating to the manner in which 
he would manage such a business 
took place at that time, and I be- 
gan to feel much interested indeed 
m his way of treating the subject. 

“ When the Dryad had dis- 
charged the cargo ot salt she took 
the berth for Liverpool, and I took 
roy passage on board. During the 
passage Loose and 1 agreed that if 
he would cast away the vessel I 


would give him 2004 in cash, and 
advance him sufficient to purchase 
a quarter of a new vessel, which 
he was to have the command of on 
his return. This was regularly 
agreed to between us, upon the 
most perfect understanding. 

“ On my arrival at Liverpool I 
proceeded to London, and chartered 
the Dryad out and home. 1 in- 
formed my brother Patrick at this 
period that Loose and myself had 
agreed to destroy the vessel, on 
purpose to defraud the under- 
writers. He consented to become 
a party in the affair, and filled up 
bills of lading for goods to the 
amount of 7154, done in the Al- 
liance Insurance-office, and 698/. 
done in the Neptune. 

“ The bills of lading signed by 
Loose were procured in the follow- 
ing manner I bought two sets at 
Liverpool, and Loose signed them 
in blank. I then brought them to 
my brother Patrick. Before the 

S ad sailed from Liverpool I pro- 
ed to insure as follows:— 
2,000/. on the ship with Messrs. 
Howden and Ainsley, and 3004 
on the freight with the same; 
700/. with Seldon and Johnson on 
the ship and outfit, and 7004 on 
the freight out and home ; with 
Lyndall and Hall 600/. on the 
chartered freight ; and with Behr, 
Behren, and Co., 5004 on the ship 
at Liverpool. Loose also, to my 
knowledge, effected 1504 at Liver- 

E kA on his effects, and 1004 in 
ondon. 

“ The Dyad sailed from Liver- 
pool September 7tb, and I had no 
letter from Loose till the 25th of 
December, when I received the 
protest from Falmouth, in Ja- 
maica/ 9 (Here Michael Wallace 
enters into details implicating other 
parties in the transactions with re- 
gard to the destruction of the 
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Dryad, which details we of course 
altogether exclude, and which may 
have been fabricated, with a view 
to diminish the atrociousness of 
the plot by dragging others into 
participation). “ Nothing of con- 
sequence occurred till July, 1840. 
One forenoon I came into my bro- 
ther's office, when he showed me a 
large bundle of papers which Mr. 
Frost, Loose’s executor, had left 
for me. We examined them, and 
found that all the cargo had been 
saved but the salt, and had been 
sold by the Vice-Consul. It ap- 
peared to us that the net proceeds 
from the cargo saved amounted to 
about 1,500/., which I know no- 
thing about. The wreck of the 
vessel, with all the stores and 
cables, were sold, and the bill that 
was found in Loose's possession 
appeared to us to be the salvage of 
the vessel. The bill was drawn on 
a house in Liverpool by a foreign 
name, which I forget, and was en- 
dorsed by the Vice-Consul, and 
handed over to Loose by him. 

“ The papers were taken by me 
to my house in Tredegar- square, 
and were destroyed on the night 
my brother was taken into cus- 
tody. The papers set forth that 
Loose had been accused by his 
crew before the Spanish authori- 
ties for casting away the vessel, 
but was released from custody. 
This is all that I can think of 
relative to this most unfortunate 
affair, and is all truth, as I shall 
answer God. 

“ Michael S. S. Wallace. 

•* Newgate, March 23, 1841.’' 

« Addition to my former state- 
ment made to Mr. John Pirie, 
Alderman, respecting the money 
I defrauded the underwriters 
of: — 


From British Indemnity Com- 

pany .,£414 ‘i 

From Howden and Ainsley . . 1,590 
From Seldon and Johnson . . 1,284 rp - 

From Liverpool Ocean Company 458 V 

Goods, Lyndall and Hall ... 657 , r 

Cash from my brother, being a 
balance from Alliance Com- 
pany 215 rt] 

<£4,628 ^ 

Vi 

“ By referring to my books and :> 
other accounts, it will be seen how 
this balance has been expended. o 

“ About May last my brother 
told me that - - told him that 

■■ — ' and had made it up to - 

cast away the Falcon, and that tt 

— - was going out to see it was ^ 

properly managed. He also told J 

me, about the latter end of Sep- | ^ 

tember, that wanted him to ■- 

make some insurances on the ship 
— — , as he knew that she was % 

going to be cast away. At the 
same time he said that a vessel i 

called the — — was lost, and the : 

insurance companies were not wil- ; 
ling to settle the loss upon her. L 

“I now consider it proper that 
I set forth a part of my life. Up 
to the latter end of the year 1836 
I was a steady hard-working fel- 
low. At that time I commanded j 
the Delta , and unfortunately went 
into Liverpool with a cargo from 
Brazil, and was there introduced ^ 

into the family of Mr. , whose \ 

foundation is well known to have j 
been buying old ships and casting < 
them away: I was encouraged by j 
him and Mrs. — • to seek their y 
daughter, and I must confess that 4 
ambition tempted me to forget my 
old playmate and my present un- 
fortunate wife, so far, that I did 3 

so, and I believe that I would have ; 

done anything to have gained Mim 
— 's affections. My mother was 
sorely grieved, and told me that 
our friend Mr. — — warned 
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that — was a bad man. All 
this I did not heed, but would go 
forward, led by Satan. en- 

couraged me to get money, and 
advised me, saying, ‘ Get it, never 
mind how, so as you have it.* I 
was too willing to follow this bad 
advice, and have not only ruined 
myself, but my beloved wife also. 
This I know, if I had never for- 
gotten her I should not have been 
in this situation to-day. Although 
I cannot give any proof respecting 
the person at Liverpool to whom I 
have alluded and his black deeds, 
watch him narrowly, and I think 
you will find him out. His ships 
— and — will be cast away, 
should I not warn him by my fate. 
He has often informed me that he 
would do so. 

" Michael S. S. Wallace. 

“Newgate, March 28, 1841.” 

“ l forgot to state, that at the 
time I went into Liverpool I was 
master of the Delia, and had about 

200/. of my own. thought 

my father had money, and there- 
fore encouraged me, I believe. 

“M. S. S. W. 

“W. W. Cope. 

" March 29, 1841 

Thursday , Oct . 28. 

THE MURDER IN EA8TCHEAP. 

Robert Blakesley was placed at 
the bar and indicted for the murder 
of James Burdon, on the 21st of 
September, by stabbing him on the 
left side of his belly. 

Mr. Payne stated the case to the 
jury. The death of the unfortu- 
nate individual with whose murder 
the prisoner at the bar stood 
charged, took place on the evening 
of Tuesday, the 21st of Septem- 
ber ; and he should prove in evi- 
dence what had been the conduct 
Vol. LXXXIII. 
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of the prisoner at different periods 
in the course of that day. About 
seven o’clock in the morning he 
went, in company with a city po- 
liceman, to Mr. Burdon's house, 
for the purpose of demanding his 
wife, and was told by Burdon that 
“ he had better go about his busi- 
ness," and that " he knew nothing 
of him.” He should next prove 
that, at half-past seven o’clock, the 
prisoner went to a hairdresser's 
shop, and complained there of the 
way in which he had been treated 
by Mr. Burdon. At half-past nine 
o'clock he was in the company of 
another policeman, to whom he 
also made complaints of Mr. Bur- 
don’s conduct towards him. He 
should afterwards prove, that the 
prisoner went to a cutler’s shop 
for the purpose of purchasing a 
knife, and that he gave certain 
directions respecting the sharpen- 
ing of it. The prisoner was sub- 
sequently in the company of a po- 
liceman up to eight o'clock in the 
evening, but from that time he 
had no further trace of him until 
ten o’clock, when a private watch- 
man saw him sitting on a hamper 
near the house of the deceased. 
Soon after this the prisoner entered 
the house, and then it would ap- 
pear from the evidence of Mrs. 
Burdon, whom he (Mr. Payne) 
would call, that he called out, 
“ My wife ! " and immediately 
stabbed his wife and Mr. Burdon, 
who was sitting dozing in a chair 
at the time. A doctor was sent 
for, but it appeared that Mr. Bur- 
don almost immediately died. The 
prisoner made his escape, but was 
taken some time afterwards in 
Hertfordshire, and then made a 
statement to the officer, which 
would be repeated in court. 

Edward Bristow examined. — 
Witness is a policeman belonging 
Z 
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to the city force ; knows the pri- He showed witness a letter which 
soner at the bar. Saw him on the he had received from his wife, 
morning of Tuesday, the 21st of William Braddon. — Is a police- 
September. Had seen him before man belonging to the city force; 
four or five times. Talked with knows the prisoner at the bar. At 
him at three o’clock in the morn- half-past seven o’clock on Tuesday 
ing of the 21st of September, and the 21st of September, saw the 
was with him again at six o'clock prisoner, who told him he had 
in the morning. The prisoner said been to demand his wife, and that 
his wife was detained at the King’s Mr. Burdon was going to turn him 
Head, Eastcheap, and asked wit- out of the house. Witness was 
ness whether he could not demand passing a butchers shop at the 
to see her. Witness answered he time, and the prisoner seeing a 
thought the prisoner could, and knife there, said, " I think if I 
referred the prisoner to Sergeant had that in my hand I should make 
Bradley. Witness went with the use of it.” Witness replied, “ Non- ji 
prisoner at seven o’clock to the sense,” and the prisoner rgoined, i 
King’s Head, and saw Mr. Burdon “ By G — d, I think I should/ The 
behind the bar. The prisoner said, prisoner said, he had not been to , 
“ Now, James, T have come to de- bed ; he and witness were together L 
mand my wife.” Mr. Burdon re- about ten minutes or a quarter of ; 
plied, “ You had better go about an hour. Witness saw him again o 
your business,” and walked into the about six in the evening, and pi- 
parlour* and then turned to wit- soner asked if he was going to k 
ness and said, lt I know nothing “ stand” a pint of porter. Witnca j 1 
of him.” Witness observed that consented, and stayed with hi» j ; 
Blakesley intended to go before till eight o’clock. Prisoner then 
the Lord Mayor to ask his advice* said he was going to see bis dd 
and that he (witness) intended to woman by and by, and that wit- ri 
accompany him as a witness. Mr. ness should see him in the morn* 
Burdon said again, “ I know no- ing about half-past seven o’clock, 
thing of him.” Witness asked, when he would make all right re- 
‘‘Am I to take that as an answer, specting the beer, 
as Blakesley knows she is either By the Court. — I conversed 
here, or you know where she with the prisoner about different 
is?” and Mr. Burdon repeated the things. / 

same words. They then went Did he appear to converse ra- 
away. tionally ? — There appeared to 1* 

Cross-examined by Mr. C. Phil- nothing the matter with him; be 
lips. — Witness saw the prisoner on seemed in good spirits, 
the night of the 20th of Septera- John Charles Davis.— Is * ^ 
her, about twelve o’clock. Saw ler, living in Aldgate High-street- 
him again on the morning of the About one o'clock, in the middle® 
21st, at three o’clock, and then the day, on the 21st of September, 
referred him to Sergeant Bradley, some person came into his f*tb®* j 
From six to seven o’clock witness shop to purchase a knife. He be* 
was with the prisoner. Thinks he lieved the prisoner to be the st®* 
gaw the prisoner altogether about person, but not having seen m* 
five or six times, so that he must since that time, could not p* 
have been up the whole night, tively swear to him. The km 
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it T inquired for was similar to those 
used by butchers. 

_iji; Mrs. Elisa Burdon was next exa- 
mined, and gave her evidence in 
^ j so low a tone as to be almost in- 
-^i audible. She was accommodated 
gg j with a chair during her examina- 
ji tion. She said she was the widow 
r, : of the deceased James Burdon, 

. who was thirty-eight years of age, 
j and landlord of the King’s Head, 
m Eastcheap. 

.,5 She was then asked by the 
j t3f learned counsel if she knew the 
^ prisoner at the bar? when she ex- 
^ claimed, in a loud and agitated 
voice, at the same time pointing at 
i. i the prisoner, “ Yes, I see him now, 
the murderer !” These words, and 
, 3 the manner in which they were 
^ uttered, greatly affected the pri- 
^ soner, who immediately sank on a 
, chair, covered his face with a 
. handkerchief, and sobbed. 

') Mrs. Burdon then proceeded.— 
Witness's sister is the prisoner’s 
‘ # wife. Witness’s husband was sit- 
", ting, on the night of the 21st of 
September, in the upper end of the 
g 5 bar, with his back against the win- 
’ dow. He was asleep. There was 
^ a table near him. Witness heard 
** a footstep coming ; looked up, and 
„ aw Blakesley. He sprang to my 
J- sister and stabbed her in the right 
^ side, and said, “ My wife! my 
wife ! ” Witness did not see what 
he bad in his hand. He then 
^ stabbed my husband while asleep 
^ and in his chair. At this time 


% 

1 


witness observed that the prisoner 
had a knife in his hand. He then 
attempted to stab witness, but her 
aster prevented him. He next 
rushed out of the bar with the 
knife streaming with blood in his 
hand. Witness’s sister and hus- 


* 


!» 


hand followed him as far as the 
har door, when witness’s husband 
lotted against the dresser, and wit- 


ness heard him say, “ What is the 
matter?” The prisoner turned 
round with the knife in his hand, 
and looked at them. He came 
back half-way across the passage. 
He threw the knife down, and 
went out of the house. When he 
had the door in his hand he looked 
at them again. Witness had not 
seen him again until the present 
moment. Witness’s husband fell 
down, and was afterwards attended 
by Mr. Smith, a surgeon. While 
sleeping, witness’s husband had a 
silk pocket-handkerchief thrown 
over his face. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bodkin. 
—There is a long counter in the 
bar of the King's Head, and the 
room in which witness’s husband 
was is on the inner side of the 
counter. A person coming into 
that room would have to walk 
down the passage to the bottom of 
the counter, and then enter a 
door ; the counter was of the ordi- 
nary height, so that any one might 
see over it. Witness heard a foot- 
step, but did not look across the 
counter to see who was coming, 
and the first time she saw the pri- 
soner was when he was inside the 
counter. Witness's sister was near 
her, and the table was between wit- 
ness and her husband. Witness had 
looked at her husband after the 
clock had struck ten, which was 
about five minutes before the pri- 
soner came in; at that time her 
husband was awake. After the 
prisoner came in, not half a minute 
elapsed before he stabbed witness’s 
sister. From the time of his 
coming in until this matter oc- 
curred witness had looked at the 
prisoner and her sister, and not at 
her husband. Could say that her 
husband had not risen from his 
seat. Witness thought the pri- 
soner intended to seise and run 
Z 2 
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away With her sister. She had no 
idea he was going to stab her. 
The prisoner threw the knife away 
on the outer side of the counter, 
and her sister went round and 
picked it up, and threw it into the 
inside. Had never mentioned this 
circumstance before, because she 
had never been asked respecting 
it; she had, however, been told 
to give an account of all that 
passed. Witness did not see the 
prisoner make any attempt to in- 
flict a wound on himself ; her 
sister was between him and wit- 
ness at one period of the trans- 
action ; could not say at that time 
whether the prisoner made any 
attempt to stab himself. 

Sergeant Bradley, of the city 
police, stated, that on the evening 
in question he was directed to go 
to the King’s Head. On reaching 
the house he found the deceased 
in a dying state, and on searching 
the place found a knife lying in 
the bar, near the fender. The 
knife had much blood upon it. 

The knife was here produced, 
and the witness stated, there was 
much more blood upon it when he 
found it than appeared at present. 

The blade of the instrument was 
between five and six inches in 
length, with a common wooden 
handle, and was similar to those 
commonly used by butchers. 

Mr. Davis was then recalled, 
and stated, that the knife produced 
was the one he sold on the day in 
question. 

Lord Abinger. — To a person 
whom you believe to be the pri- 
soner ? 

Witness. — Yes. 

Lord Abinger. — About what time 
in the day was that ? 

Witness. — About the middle of 
the day 3 one o’clock. 

A juror wished to know whether 


the knife was now in the sane 
state as when it was sold ? 

The witness replied that it was, 
but it was not in the state they 
were generally sold in. 

Lord Abinger.— Why not? 

Witness.— 3 t is sharpened at the 
back. 

Lord Abinger.— Why was it # 
sharpened ? 

Witness. — At the request of the 
purchaser. 

Lord Abinger. — Are you quite 
sure it is the same knife ? 

Witness. — I am quite certain. 

Robert Dunn, one of the Hert- 
fordshire police, stated, that he ap- 
prehended the prisoner at Hitchin 
on the 28 th of September. Wit- 
ness was on duty with another 
constable, of the name of Pillgate, 
and on passing through the market- 
place they observed the prisoner 
loitering about 3 they watched him 
for some time, and at length wit- 
ness went up to him, and said, 
“ It is a fine night.” The prisoner 
immediately replied, " I am almost 
mad.” Witness then asked him 
whether he could do anything for 
him, when he said, " You mi$ 
take me into custody.” Witness 
inquired what for ? The prisoner 
then said, u I suppose you have 
heard of the affair in London T 
he said, “ Yes ; you mean stabbing 
the landlord and his wife ?” The 
prisoner's reply was, "Yes; the 
landlord and my wife.” Witness 
then took him into custody, and 
told him he did not wish to ask 
him any questions upon the sub- 
ject. He was then locked up in 
the station-house, and, after he 
had been there some time, be 
started up In great agitation and 
exclaimed, “ Oh ! that screamy 
that scream, I think I hear it 
now." When he became mtfj 
calm, he said, that he did not intend 
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to kill Burdon, but that he in- 
tended to kill his wife, and after- 
^ wards kill himself, and that when 
' he struck the second blow at his 
^ wife the deceased came between 
t r them and received it. Witness 
1: then told him, that he was not an 
^ ignorant man, and must be well 
aware of what he was saying, and 
• r that whatever he said it would be 
his (witness’s) duty to repeat in 
another place, and advised him not 
to say anything more. Had pre- 
c viously cautioned him with respect 

- to anything he might say. 

Mr. Charles Phillips addressed 
the jury for the prisoner, and at- 
tempted to show, that he was, if 
& not of very weak mind, at least 
& very deficient in judgment, and 
called witnesses to prove acts of 
folly and indiscretion, arguing that 
i being excited by the alleged de- 
tendon of his wife, he was of 
insufficient strength of mind to 

- restrain his passions, and therefore 
* 1 was, to a certain degree, irre- 

sponsible, and called the prisoners 
In father and his late employer to 
prove insanity; their testimony, 

& however, amounted only to show 
1 that the prisoner has contemplated 
•' ' some foolish speculations, and has 
IV at times conducted himself in an 
a* obstinate and wilful manner, 
i ) Lord Abinger summed up. He 
& did not think there could remain a 
$ doubt on the mind of any one who 
4‘ had heard the evidence that the 
/ ' prisoner’s was the hand which had 
committed the fatal act, and that 
4 under circumstances from which 
premeditation might be fairly in- 
# ferred. The only point for the 
jury to consider was, whether the 
i i prisoner was in his right mind at 
^ the time of committing the act. 

The jury must be careful to dis- 
\i tinguish between insanity and the 
4 temporary excitement which strong 
1 ^ 
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feelings of passion might induce, 
but which the law did not allow 
to excuse a man for a criminal 
act. Evidence had been laid before 
them to raise an impression that 
he was from his infancy of a 
feeble mind, subject to aberration, 
which appeared hard to be accounted 
for except on the principle of in- 
nate disease. It was argued that 
provocation, operating on a mind 
naturally weak, would produce in- 
sanity. In cases of this kind it 
hardly ever occurred that some- 
thing bad not happened, either 
immediately or remotely, to raise 
passion or move to anger, so that 
if the influence of temporary in- 
sanity were admitted, there were 
very few cases of the most delibe- 
rate murder in which the party 
accused would not escape. When 
a party committed murder from 
revenge, it was very easy to say 
that passion was generated by 
strong provocation, and that during 
the time it prevailed it disturbed 
the reason. The jury would see 
that it would be most dangerous 
to lay down the doctrine, that a 
man under the influence of a strong 
passion should not be held account- 
able, though at other times he was 
not insane. They would, there- 
fore, consider whether or not the 
evidence satisfied their minds that 
this man really was, from his in- 
fancy, of unsound mind, for if he 
habitually acted under a delusion, 
so as to be incapable of rational 
conduct, or of knowing what he 
was about, then he must be taken 
to be insane. 

The jury found the prisoner 
guilty, and he was sentenced to be 
hanged, which was carried into 
execution on the 15th November. 
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ASSIZES. 

Oxford, March 23. 

Trial and Conviction of Mis- 
ters, FOR THE ATTEMPTED MuR- 
DEIt OF Mr. Mackreth. 

Josiah Mister was indicted, be- 
fore Mr. Baron Gurney, for cut- 
ting and wounding William Miller 
Mackreth, at Ludlow, on the 20th 
day of August last, with intent to 
murder him. There were four 
other counts in the indictment, 
charging the attempt to be to maim, 
disfigure, disable, or do some griev- 
ous bodily harm to the said Wil- 
liam Miller Mackreth. 

Mr. Serjeant Ludlow, Mr. God- 
son, and Mr. Neale, conducted the 
case for the prosecution j and the 
prisoner was defended by Mr. F. V. 
Lee. 

Mr. Serjeant Ludlow stated the 
case to the jury. The offence 
charged against the prisoner was 
committed on the 20th of August, 
•at the Angel inn, in the town of 
Ludlow. On that morning, soon 
after four o'clock, the prosecutor 
was awakened out of his sleep, and 
found himself severely wounded. 
There would be no doubt, there- 
fore, that the prosecutor had been 
feloniously assaulted and wounded 
by some person, and to bring the 
crime home to the prisoner, it 
.would be necessary for him to 
carry them back to some trans- 
actions which had taken place be- 
fore that at Ludlow. It seemed 
that the prisoner at the bar was at 
Shrewsbury on the 12th August, 
having ascertained that a person of 
the name of Ludlow, who was a 
cattle-dealer at Birmingham, would 
he at Shrewsbury fair. He not 
only ascertained that, but he also 


found out that Mr. Ludlow put op 
at an inn called the Unicorn in 
that town. He further ascertained 
the bed-room in which Mr. Lud- 
low usually slept, but it happened 
by an accidental circumstance, that 
the inn being full at the time, Mr. 
Ludlow slept in a double-bedded 
room. A person of the name of 
Jobson was also at Shrewsbury in 
the company of Mr. Ludlow, and 
the prisoner having quartered him- 
self pretty much on Mr. Ludlow, 
had an opportunity of hearing t 
meeting appointed between Mr. 
Ludlow and Mr. Jobson at Lud* j 
low-fair. Without going through ! 
the details of what would appear 1 
in evidence, he should show that, 
on the 19 th of August, he was in i 
Ludlow, and that he went down | 
to the bridge to inquire at what 
time the Red Rover coach came in I 
from Birmingham. When the ; 
Red Rover did arrive, the prisoner, i 
who was waiting about, instantly j 
darted off and followed the coach. 1 
Mr. Ludlow was inside, and on j 
getting out he was instantly joined j 
by the prisoner, who followed him 
into the commercial room at the 
Angel, and that so closely, that 
the people of the inn thought they 
were companions, and they had j 
been together, Mr. Ludlow i* 
marking, You are the yoong 
man I saw at Shrewsbury.” Mr. 
Mackreth, the prosecutor, was then 
staying at the Angel, travelling for 
the firm of Christopher, George» 
and Co., of Bristol, and was in the 
commercial room at the time. He 
went out in the course of the 
evening, and did not return till 
ten o'clock. Mr. Ludlow had go° e 
into another room, and was absent 
some time. The prisoner wecMp 
stairs, lighted by the chambermaid, 
to his room in the inn, which ** 
desi gn a t ed by the number 30- 
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j if Now, it was a curious circum- 
,,/j stance, that No. 17 was the bed- 
room which for three or four years 
had been usually occupied by Mr. 
Ludlow. On the night in ques- 
^ tion, however, that bedroom was 
j, l3 occupied by Mr. Mackreth. The 
r. prisoner was accompanied by the 
chambermaid, who on leaving him 
^ shut the door. No. 17 was a room 
^ on the top of the stairs, with a 
^ door on the right hand of a person 
going U P» there was a passage 
: '- t leading from that room to the bed* 
room occupied by the prisoner, 
No. 20. About half an hour after, 
the chambermaid conducted Mr. 
Mackreth to his bedroom, and he 
locked the door. There was a cir- 
cumstance which would appear in 
evidence to which they would give 
such effect as they thought fit and 
no more. When the chambermaid 
conducted the prosecutor to his 
l } bedroom she noticed that the door 
of the prisoner’s bedroom was not 
Y' quite closed. He mentioned it for 
r: f this reason, that it was quite clear 

^ that the person, whoever it was 
" who committed this act, was at the 
^ time of Mr. Mackreth's going into 
^ his bedroom and locking his door 
; concealed under the bed. No force 
:i was employed to break open the 
Slj • door, and no entry was made by 
^ the window, and it was impossible 
• * therefore for a person to have been 
^ in the room unless he had con- 
cealed himself under the bed. On 
^ ft subsequent examination also of 
^ the floor of the room there were 
l* clear and palpable marks under the 
** bed of the figure of a person in the 
y. dust. This was the introductory 
; r; part of the case to that which 
happened on the morning of the 
20th. On that morning, about 
/ four o'clock, Mr. Mackreth was 
^ suddenly awakened, and the situa* 
/ tion in which hp then found him* 


self was dreadful to think of. His 
neck was cut through, and the 
throat was fallen in ; he had also 
a severe gash across the mouth, 
and some further injuries. As 
was to be expected, there was a 
great effusion of blood. The pro- 
secutor made an exclamation, and 
jumped out of bed on the right 
side, and in doing so was pulled 
back by some one on the left, his 
shirt being torn in the struggle. 
The person, therefore, whoever it 
was, was on the left-hand side of 
the bed, and they would hear from 
the medical gentlemen who would 
be examined, that the wounds 
were inflicted by cuts drawn from 
the right-hand towards the left. 
The prosecutor, notwithstanding 
the awful situation in which he 
was, and although he shortly be- 
came unable to speak, never for an 
instant lost his presence of mind. 
The prosecutor did not pretend to 
say, that he had any recognition of 
the person who committed the act, 
and the jury would therefore say 
whether it was the prisoner or not, 
from the circumstances of the case. 
The prosecutor, having found him- 
self in the situation Which he had 
described, on being pulled back, 
made a rush to the window, and 
was unable to pull it up, but he 
dashed his hand through the glass, 
and called out “ fire/' He did the 
same tiring a second time, for the 
purpose of making himself more 
distinctly heard. Afterwards, hear- 
ing some person going down stairs, 
he went to the door of his room 
and found il unlocked and open. 
He then, turning to the left, went 
down stairs, and up again, and the 
stairs were very naturally deluged 
with blood. The first impression 
of the landlord and the inmates 
was, that the prosecutor had been 
laying violent hands on himself. 
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and he was induced by them to go 
up stairs into his bed-room. The 
learned serjeant, after slating the 
conduct pursued by Mr. Mackreth 
on getting into his bed- room, went 
on to say that a person of the name 
of Peach, who lived in the neigh- 
bourhood, being attracted to the 
house, had his attention excited 
by the blood ; and having found 
the stairs quite wet with it, and 
seeing that there was a passage 
leading from them, examined the 
floor of that passage. Along the 
floor of that passage, from the door 
of the prosecutor s room, up to the 
very door and door-sill of the room 
occupied by the prisoner, the pas- 
sage was wet with drops of fresh 
blood, not like the blood occasioned 
by the prosecutor's going down 
stairs, but small drops of blood. 
This was immediately after the 
alarm had been given, and before 
Mr. Peach knew that the prisoner 
was even in the house. During 
the time that Mr. Crawford, a 
medical gentleman, who was in 
the house at the time, was engaged 
in giving his attention to the pro- 
secutor, the prisoner was seen not 
less than four times about the pas- 
sage, and once he even came into 
the prosecutor's bedroom. He 
would now proceed to state what 
was the condition of the bedroom 
which the prisoner occupied. The 
chambermaid had left him with a 
candle about three inches long; 
the room was furnished with a 
basin, a large jug full of water, a 
napkin, and a vessel which was 
generally to be found in a bed- 
room. The candle was burnt 
down to the socket. The napkin 
was missing, and had never been 
found to this hour. The water- 
jug was found entirely empty, and 
its contents were in the utensil re- 
ferred to, impregnated with alum. 


There was a window in the pri- 
soner's bedroom, which was partly 
overhung by the curtain of the 
bed. This window looked into a 
yard belonging to a Mr. Whatmoie, 
and he would observe, that on the 
curtain which covered part of the 
window some blood was found— 
not a drop of blood, but impressed 
by the act of touch. The shirt, 
also, which the prisoner wore, had 
marks of blood on it, particularly 
a spot on the arm, a great part of 
which had been extracted by suc- 
tion or some other means. The 
wound inflicted on the prosecutor 
was by some sharp cutting instru- 
ment, and about six o'clock in the 
morning a black- handled razor was 
found, not set, exactly opposite the 
room occupied by the prisoner, 
partially wiped, but still wet with 
blood. Such a razor would be 
proved to have been iu the prison- 
er's possession. There were some 
lucifer-matches and sand-paper 
found under the prosecutor's bed, 
and the prisoner would be shown 
to have had some in his possession 
before he came to Ludlow, while 
none were found upon him when 
he was searched. 

Several witnesses were then 
called, who deposed to the facts of 
the prisoner's anxious inquiries as 
to the route of Mr. Ludlow, his 
watching the arrival of the coach 
at Ludlow, and hurried following 
of it ; and also to the fact of his 
having on, at Shrewsbury, a pair 
of white cotton stockings. 

Susan James: On Wednesday 
evening, the 19 th of August, I 
was chambermaid at the Angel 
Inn, Ludlow. Late in the even- 
ing the prisoner asked me for * 
candle to go to bed. I showed him 
to No. 20. It was about half-pa** 
ten o'clock. I took him up stairs, 
and left a candle upon the draw® - 
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table. There was about three 
inches of candle in the candle- 
stick. There was water in the 
jug, and a napkin. I am sure 
upon leaving 1 shut the prisoner’s 
door. I afterwards showed Mr. 
Mackreth to bed in No. 17. This 
was about half an hour afterwards. 
The prisoner’s room was at the 
end of the same passage. When 
1 took Mr. Mackreth up stairs, I 
saw the prisoner's door partially 
open. I was alarmed next morn- 
ing, and saw the prisoner between 
seven and eight o’clock. He asked 
for his slippers, and said he had 
lost his stockings. The window of 
the prisoner’s bedroom looks into 
Mr. Whatmore’s yard. Upon exa- 
mination next morning I could not 
find any napkin. One was found 
on the passage window. I left the 
slops in the room just as I found 
them. The water was emptied 
from the jug into the chamber- 
utensil. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lee: 
Mr. Crawford slept in No. 19. I 
saw him to bed about half-past 
ten. The post-boy, the hostler, 
and another servant, slept in a 
room over Mr. Mackreth. I had 
the care of the linen ; we kept no 
list of the napkins in use. Will 
swear that 1 placed a napkin the 
night before in the prisoner's room. 
The dressing-table was under the 
window, which looked into What- 
more’s yard. There was also a 
window looking from opposite No. 
19 into Whatmore's yard. It was 
of the same form as that in the 
prisoner's room. On the morning 
of the 20th there was a great deal 
of confusion in the house. I saw 
a heap of napkins covered with 
blood. They were not taken put 
of the other bedrooms, but I 
brought them out of the closet. 
I mw napkins brought out of Mr. 


Mackreth’s room, which were not 
napkins 1 took out of the closet. 1 
saw a pool of blood on the stairs ; 
no person could go up the stairs 
without stepping into it. 1 never 
knew an instance when the closing 
of the door of No. 19 made the 
door of No. 20 give way. 

Did you ever say, that you 
doubted whether the door of No. 
20 was closed?— I never did. I 
am sure I saw a light through the 
opening of the door. 

Now, attend to the words of my 
question. Did you never say that 
you was not sure whether the door 
was closed or not?— I never did. 

Was you not induced to believe 
the door was open simply because 
you saw the light?-— Yes; cer- 
tainly. 

The Judge. — I take that to be 
the impression of the witness. 

Re-examined by Mr. Serjeant 
Ludlow. — I have since examined 
the door of No. 20, and I find the 
light of a candle could not he seen 
in the passage unless the door was 
open. 

Mr. S. Head, architect, proved 
the correctness of the model placed 
on the table. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lee. — 
The distance between the exterior 
wall of the Angel Inn and the 
spot where the razor was found 
in Whatmore’s yard is twenty- 
eight feet. 

Re-examined by Mr. Seijeant 
Ludlow. — The razor was found in 
a direct line with the prisoner's 
chamber window. The window 
in the passage has bars and a case- 
ment to it. 

Mr. W. Ludlow was then called, 
and deposed as follows : — I resided 
in Birmingham in August last, 
and was at that time a butcher by 
trade. I was accustomed to attend 
fairs in the neighbourhood. I at* 
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tended Shrewsbury fair in August 
last, and saw the prisoner there. It 
was on a Monday night when I ar- 
rived. I breakfasted there on the 
Tuesday morning. Mr. Jobson and 
the prisoner breakfasted at the same 
table with me. I said to Mr. Job- 
son in the prisoner's hearing, “I 
shall see you in Ludlow on Thurs- 
day next.” When I alighted from 
the coach in Ludlow, I did not at 
first see the prisoner. I went to 
the Commercial-room and asked 
for tea. The prisoner, who was 
then in the room, said “ I will take 
some with you. M We entered into 
conversation, and I asked him if 
he was not the person I had seen 
the previous week at Shrewsbury ? 
He replied, “ I am.” I went into 
the smoke-room in the course of 
about an hour, with four or five 
other persons, and remained there 
till between twelve and one o'clock. 

I have used the Angel Inn some 
years, and during tne last two 
years have invariably, with the ex- 
ception of the night of the 19th 
of August last, occupied bedroom 
No. 17, occupied on that night by 
Mr. Mackreth. I always attended 
the August, and sometimes the 
Christmas, fair. I slept that night 
in the room at the top of the stairs. 
No. 13. 

William Miller Mackreth.— In 
August last I was a traveller for 
the nouse of Christopher, George, 
and Company, of Bristol. I was 
at the Angel at Ludlow on the 
afternoon of the 19 th of that 
month. On the arrival of the Red 
Rover coach from Birmingham, 
some persons came in and took tea. 

I went with Mr. Bradford, a person 
whom l knew, into a private room 
up stairs. It was then about ten 
o'clock, and I stayed with him 
aboot three quarters of an hour, 
or an hour. No one was in the 
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commercial room when I cams 
back. I rang the bell, and ordered 
a bed candle. I occupied the room 
No. 17. I am most positive of 
the fact that I locked the door of 
the room when I got up stairs. I 
looked to see that it was locked, 
and I am most positive that it wu 
I went to bed. I did not look 
under the bed before I got into it. I 
I awoke about four o'clock the 
next morning. When I awoke I 
put my left hand in a wound in 
my neck. I felt the raw flesh, 
and became alarmed, and I said, 

“ Good God, what is this?'* I 
rose, and felt a hand which memed 
me back on the pillow. . With my 
left; hand I then pushed the hand J 
off, and sprung out of the bed to 
the right. I shrieked out. At 
the time I shrieked out 1 believe 
this cut (showing it) was inflicted i 
across my face. I got out on the j 
right side, carrying all the bed- i 
clothes with me, and 1 felt some 
one pull me back by the left ! 
shoulder. The effect of this was j 
to pull me back, but my weight, 
which was just on the edge of the 
bed, carried me down with the 
bed-clothes. I went to the win- 
dow, and made an alarm by break- 
ing through a pane of glass. I called 
out " Help,” “ Murder,” “ Fire/ 1 
as often as I could. 1 kept repeat- 
ing the cry, and looked round the 
room while 1 did so, fearing that 
some one might be near me. I 
broke a second pane of glass. 1 
then heard some persons run down 
stairs from the room above, and I 
tried to find the door in order to 
join them. On making my escape 
out of the room I heard a rustling 
noise on my left hand. The door 
was open about four indies. The 
staircase is on the left hand as you 
come out of the door. I am molt 
positive I tinned to the left, and 
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went down stairs, holding the ban- 
nisters all the way to the kitchen 
door. I then made some noise, 
but I was not, 1 believe, able to 
speak. I saw a person whom I 
have understood to be the postboy, 
and then Mr. Cooke. Mr. Cooke 
said, “ Go back to your bed-room, 
pray ; what have you done ?” I 
stayed a moment or two, making 
signs, as I was unable to speak, 
and then I went up stairs, holding 
by the bannisters. I was attended 
almost immediately by a medical 
gentleman. After my wounds 
were dressed, I particularly ob- 
served one person coming into my 
room. It was the prisoner at the 
bar. He came into my bed-room 
with his head just beyond the bed- 
curtains* He was laughing and 
assuming great levity of conduct. 
He said, “ I have lost my stock- 
ings; have any of you seen my 
stockings ?” 

Cross-examined. — I felt the 
blood and the wound in the first 
instance* 1 felt the blood stream- 
ing down me. On feeling the 
band upon me, I struck it off. I 
cannot tell whether my hand 
struck against a person dressed. 1 
preserved my presence of mind the 
whole time. I do not recollect whe- 
ther 1 had seen Mr. Crawford in my 
room before I saw Peach and Cross. 

Elizabeth Cooke examined.-— 1 
am the wife of Mr. Edward Cooke, 
of the Angel Inn, at Ludlow. His 
mind is now very much disor- 
dered, so that he is not capable of 
attending here to give evidence.* 
at Shrewsbury, said he slept at 
the Angel Inn on the night in 


* Mr. Cooke was so much affected by 
the horrible deed attempted in his 
house, that be became insane, and died 
in a madhouse a few weeks after the 
trial. 


The depositions of Mr. Cooke, 
taken before the magistrates on 
the 21st of August, were then put 
in and read. The material por- 
tions of them were to the follow- 
ing effect “ Some time about 
four o'clock yesterday, as near as 
I can say, 1 was alarmed by the 
breaking of panes of glass and a 
cry of " fire ” in a faint or broken 
voice. 1 instantly ran down stairs 
in my shirt as I was. 1 thought 
the billiard room was on fire. The 
billiard-room was across the way. 
I met Sam, the postboy, on my 
return. I saw a quantity of blood 
on the stairs, and I found there a 
gentleman in his shirt, which was 
much torn. I said to him, “ Go into 
your bedroom, and I wilj follow 
you/' As soon as he came into his 
room the first person who came to us 
was a Mr. Lakin, a friend of mine, 
who was stopping in the house, 
and then came a gentleman of the 
name of Crawford, a surgeon of 
Shrewsbury, who was also sleeping 
in the house. Some one brought 
me a candle, and I was going to 
No. 19, where Mr. Crawford slept, 
when I saw the prisoner in the 
passage, with his back towards the 
wall, in his shirt. I saw the pri- 
soner again while the surgeons 
were dressing the wounds of Mr. 
Mackretb. He came into the bed- 
room. The next time I saw him 
was about seven o’clock. He was 
then dressed, but he had no boots 
or stockings on. He said he could 
not dress himself, for he had lost 
his stockings, and he thought they 
had been dragged into some other 
room. In answer to a question put 
by the prisoner, he said, “ Blood 
might be upon your garments, for 
there was blood in every part of 
the prosecutor's room." 

George Gxeen, a servant in the 
employ of Mr. Begley, a banker 
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question ; he saw the prisoner 
outside Mackreth’s door in his 
shirt, in a stooping position, about 
ten minutes after the cry of “ fire/' 

John Cross, a tinman residing 
in a house opposite to the Angel, 
said he was alarmed by a cry of 
" Fire ” on the morning in ques- 
tion, and he immediately dressed 
himself to go the Angel Hotel ; 
he saw Mr. Cooke at the door ; had 
there been any one else in the 
street he must have seen him. He 
went upstairs and examined the 
stairs with a candle about ten mi- 
nutes afterwards, and found a 
great quantity of blood. The 
passage leading to the right of 
Macbeth’s bed-room was carpeted, 
and he observed fresh marks of 
blood dropped continuously about 
four or five inches apart. He 
traced them to within a very short 
distance of No. 20. The carpet 
reaches to about within six inches 
of that room. There was one spot 
of blood about an inch from the 
door. Witness supplied the pen 
and ink to Mr. Mackreth, and he 
wrote something on paper. He 
found the window of No. 17 closed, 
some of the panes broken, and the 
blind part of the way down. Saw 
the prisoner leaning on a chest of 
drawers when the surgeons were 
dressing the wounds of Mackreth. 
He had no coat or waistcoat on. 
When he came to the door about 
an hour afterwards he had his 
boots in his hand, and asked about 
his stockings. He had not been 
engaged at all in Mackreth’s room, 
and witness did not know how he 
could lose them. 

Cross-examined. — There was 
not so much confusion that they 
could have been lost, nor could they 
have been carried away without 
being seen. Mr. Peach was in 
the room before the witness. 


EGISTER, 1841. 

Mr. D. Crawford, surgeon, of 
Shrewsbury. — I was at the Angd 
Jnn, Ludlow, on the night of die 
19th of August. About four 
o'clock iu the morning of the 20th 
I heard an alarm of “ Fire.” I 
got up to the window, and saw 
Mr. Cooke and other persons in the 
yard of the inn. In a few minutes 
afterwards I went into the passage 
leading to my bed-room, and saw 
a wounded gentleman. He was 
in the act of returning to his bed- 
room. I immediately went and 
rendered assistance. In conse- 
quence of my directions the gen- 
tleman was placed upon a bed, 
and in half an hour afterwards 1 
searched the room to see if I could 
find the instrument with which 
the wound had been inflicted. 1 
found raxors in Mr. Mackreth’s 
dressing-case. They had not been 
used. They had white handles. 
I examined the stairs ; there were 
marks of blood upon them. 1 
went to my room for bandages, 
&c. I felt Mr. Mackreth’s pulse, 
and possibly 1 might have a little 
blood upon my hands, but not 
enough to drop. I was in the room 
about an hour. 

Mr. Henry Hodges, surgeon, of 
Ludlow, deposed to being called 
in to attend the prosecutor, and 
described the nature of the wounds. 
My impression is they were in- 
flicted by a person on the left* 
After I had dressed the wounds, 
I saw marks of blood on the carpet 
in the passage leading to No. 20. 
I traced them to the door of No. 
20. There was one drop between 
the carpet of the room No. 20 and 
the carpet of the passage. They 
appeared to be a continuation of 
spots from No. 1 7 to No. 20. At 
a later period, about seven in th e 
morning I went into the prisoners 
room (No. 20). The curtain 
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the foot of the bed overhangs the 
window. Upon examination I 
found the window- curtain smeared 
with blood. The marks were 
quite fresh, and looked as if they 
had been done by throwing the 
curtain back, or by pitching Kome- 
thing out of the window. I gave 
my hand a swing, and it went 
about two or three inches above 
the mark. I am about five feet 
ten inches high. The prisoner is 
about five feet six and a half inches 
in height. I believe Mr. Mack- 
reth could not have gone along the 
passage from No. 17 to No. 20 
without blood being spirted upon 
the walls, the same as on the walls 
going down stairs. 1 saw the 
place in Mr. Whatmore's yard 
where the razor was found. It 
was exactly opposite the window 
of the prisoner's bed-room ; and 
the window* when I entered the 
room, was open, looking in that 
direction. I saw that the water- 
jug was empty, and the slops were 
in the chamber utensil. I exa- 
mined the fluid in the utensil and 
tasted it. It was mixed with alum. 
I have made several experiments, 
and 1 find that alum will take the 
stains of blood out of linen. I 
noticed the shirt of the prisoner 
when he was taken into custody 
between nine and ten o'clock. It 
had several marks of blood upon 
the back, and two on the sleeve. 
I saw the prisoner searched and a 
piece of alum was found in his 
pocket. He was only in possession 
of 2d. in copper. I saw under the 
prosecutor’s bed marks of a person 
having Iain beneath it. I saw the 
prisoner several times during the 
morning ; he did not assist in any 
way. There was something in 
his manner which caused suspi- 
cion, and upon my suggestion he 
was taken into custody. 


Richard Hammond, police-offi- 
cer, proved the finding of the 
razor in Whatmore’s yard, oppo- 
site the window of the prisoner’s 
bedroom ; it was wet with blood. 
Went into the prisoner's room be- 
fore six o’clock ; he was partly 
dressed, covered over head with 
the bed-clothes. 

[[Witness produced Mr. Mack- 
reth’s night-dress ; it was com- 
pletely saturated with blood, and 
its exhibition created a strong sen- 
sation in court. The prisoner 
alone appeared unmoved by its 
production.] 

John Vaughan : I live in Bir- 
mingham, and know the prisoner. 
I lodged along with him in July 
last in Canal-street, Birmingham. 
He had two razors with black 
handles; the one I used had not 
been set ; the one produced has 
been set. 

John Hewitt, policeman, of Lud- 
low, searched the prisoner's lodg- 
ings in Birmingham, andonly found 
one razor. It had a black handle, 
and was in a portmanteau contain- 
ing shirts marked “ Misters.” 

George Hathaway, hostler at 
the Angel, Ludlow, deposed to 
finding, on the 21st of October 
last, in a brewhouse adjoining the 
inn, a pair of white unbleached 
cotton stockings, which he gave to 
Mr. Davies, the gaoler, who pro- 
duced them. They were stained 
with something, but Mr. Hodges, 
the surgeon, could not say they 
were stains of blood. 

Mr. F. V. Lee then addressed 
the jury for the prisoner, and said, 
that when he looked around and 
saw the state of that crowded 
court, and recollected that the press 
of the country had been teemed 
with facts relating to this trial, he 
felt that he had a difficulty to con- 
tend against beyond the facts of 
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the case. If, however, the jury 
would dismiss from their minds all 
previous impressions, he flattered 
himself that if they were not satis- 
fied of the prisoner's innocence, 
they would at least be of opinion 
that there was not sufficient evi- 
dence to convict him. He did not 
impeach the testimony of any one 
single witness in the case, but he 
protested most solemnly against 
the inferences which they had 
drawn. He begged the jury would 
look into and carefully consider all 
the facts of this case, which he be- 
lieved was unparalleled in the an- 
nals of criminal jurisprudence. He 
would take the circumstances of 
the case singly. First, there were 
the lucifer matches, which were 
found under the prosecutor s bed. 
They, however, were not proved 
to be the property of the prisoner. 
Then, there was the razor found 
in the yard. There was nothing 
in the case to show that that razor 
belonged to the prisoner ; but, on 
the contrary, the evidence went 
directly the other way. Then, 
there were the stockings found in 
the brewhouse. They, again, were 
not shown to be the prisoner’s; 
and if they had been, it would 
not have helped the case for the 
prosecution, as there were no marks 
of blood upon them. As to the 
curtain, the jury would see it, and 
form their own opinion upon the 
marks said to be produced by 
blood. Then, again, stress had 
been laid upon the fact that the 
candle of the prisoner had burnt 
out- He would ask the jury, 
several of whom might be in the 
habit of burning a rushlight, whe- 
ther they never let the candle bum 
out at an inn ? Besides, there was 
no evidence to show that the candle 
had not been burnt out before the 
prisoner went to bed. Next, as to 


the slops contained in the chamber 
vessel. The experiments which 
had been made were performed 
the day after this transaction, and 
no evidence had been produced on 
the part of the prosecution to show 
that they were in the same state as 
they were on the 20th. The next 
part of the case was the alarm. 
Now, it was proved that Mr. and 
Mrs. Cooke and Mary Fowkes 
were the first persons down, and 
they gave no evidence of the state 
of any of the doors except that 
leading into the yard. Any one, 
therefore, for all that appeared, 
might have entered the house and 
gone away again by one of the 
other doors. Then, as to the state 
of the passage, it appeared that on 
the alarm being given, Mr. Cooke 
and Mr. Crawford, who were first 
in the prosecutor's room, went 
twice along the passage, and also 
that the door of No. 19, in which 
Mr. Crawford slept, was stained in 
three or four places with blood. 
All the inferences, therefore, which 
had been directed against the pri- 
soner from the state of the passage, 
might as well attach to the occu- 
pier of the bedroom No. 19 ; hut 
it was said, that there was a mark 
of blood on the floor between the 
carpet and the door of No. 20. 
Now, if Mr. Crawford, after be 
had seen the prosecutor and re- 
turned to his own room for band- 
ages, had in his hurry gone 8 
little further than his own door— 
tpid the jury would observe that 
the door of No. 20 was only two 
feet off — all this might be easily 
explained. This supposition was 
certainly consistent with the fact, 
that not a single drop of blood was 
found inside the room ; and he 
would ask them by what magic it 
was that the dropping of the blood 
stopped the very moment the pf** 
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toner entered bis room? As to 
the mark, such as it was, on the 
curtain, it might have been made 
by Mary Fowkes, or the constable, 
both of whom had been, for a long 
time, in the prosecutor’s bedroom, 
which was stained with blood in 
every part. But then it was said, 
that opposite the prisoner’s window 
was found a razor. This, as he 
had already said, was not proved 
to belong to the prisoner, and there 
was nothing to show that that 
window had been opened, while it 
was proved that the window of 
the passage was open at six o’clock ; 
that a stain of blood was on it, 
and that it was possible to throw 
the razor to the place where it was 
(bund from that window. With 
regard to the missing napkin, no- 
thing was more probable, when a 
number of persons were called out 
of bed at four in the morning, 
that, in the hurry and alarm, the 
napkin might have been taken from 
the prisoner’ 8 room to stanch the 
blood of the prosecutor’s wounds. 
It was suggested on the part of the 
prosecution, that he had washed 
the blood off his hands with this 
napkin ; but what time had he for 
that purpose ? He was seen about 
by different persons from the time 
of the alarm till six o’clock. When, 
therefore, was the alum dissolved, 
the hands washed, the shirt stains 
removed? That being the case, 
let the jury ask themselves whe- 
ther it was possible to inflict such 
s wound in the dark, as that by 
which the prosecutor suffered, 
without the hands being covered 
with blood. Again, the marks of 
blood on his shirt were not on the 
front, as they might have been ex- 
pected to be, if he had been the 
assailant, but upon the back. It 
should be recollected also, that 
when the wound of the prosecutor 


was sewed up, the prisoner was 
standing at the foot of the bed. 
Looking, therefore, at all these 
circumstances, and remembering 
the excellent maxim of Lord Hale, 
that it was better that ninety-nine 
guilty persons should escape than 
that one innocent man should 
suffer, he trusted that the jury 
would regard the position of the 
prisoner with the eyes which cha- 
rity, justice, religion, and the law 
required, and give him the benefit 
of any reasonable doubt which 
existed in their minds. 

Mr. Baron Gurney, in summing 
up the evidence, told the jury that 
the difficulty of the case was pre- 
sented by this question-— If that 
was blood which went on the pri- 
soner’s shirt and had been washed 
out, did it come from the wounded 
man when the wound was dressed, 
or at the time when the wound 
was inflicted? But the next step 
was, perhaps, the most important 
in the case, which related to the 
bloody razor. The circumstance of 
the razor being found in the neigh- 
bourhood of the house so soon after 
the commission of the act, afforded 
the strongest presumption that it 
was the weapon with which the 
wound was inflicted, and that it 
must have been thrown there from 
the house. It was found opposite 
the window of the prisoner’s room, 
and it might have been thrown 
there by the prisoner either from 
that window or from the window 
in the passage, although the win- 
dow of the prisoner's bedroom 
would have been the most conve- 
nient place. Now came the part 
of the case which, in conjunction 
with the razor, pressed most heavily 
against the prisoner. The question 
was, by whom could the act have 
been done, unless by him ? It was 
difficult, if not impossible, to be* 
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lieve that the act was done by any 
person outside the house; the house 
had not been broken open, and the 
person, whoever he was, must have 
been in Mackreth’s bedroom, which 
did not appear to have been forced. 
In connexion with this part of the 
case, it was not unimportant to 
observe, that before this deed was 
done the prisoner, being in a state 
of destitution, had made inquiries 
about a person who he knew had 
money. It was shown also, that 
at Ludlow he went to the Angel 
under the pretence of being a pas- 
senger by the Red Rover, thus ob- 
taining a ready access to the house. 
No suggestion had been made of 
any innocent motive which could 
have authorized that part of the 
prisoner’s conduct which was im- 
mediately previous to this trans- 
action. The jury, however, would 
take the whole case into their con- 
sideration, and if they entertained 
any reasonable doubt of the pri- 
soner’s guilt, they would find him 
not guilty; but if, on the other 
hand, they were satisfied that his 
was the hand which committed the 
act charged in the indictment, they 
would not hesitate to return such 
a verdict as justice demanded. 

The jury retired to consider 
their verdict, and after an absence 
of about half an hour returned 
into court, and stated, that they 
found the prisoner Guilty. 

The learned Judge passed upon 
him sentence of death, which sen- 
tence was carried into effect on the 
3rd April. £See Chronicle.] 

Surrbt Assizes, Aug . 16. 

BOGLE V. LAWSON. 

This was an action for libel 
brought by Allan George Bogle, 
late a partner in a banking-house 
at Florence, against the Proprie- 


tors of “the Times” newspaper. 
The circumstances which gave rise 
to this action are so extraordinary 
and so important to the commercial 
credit of Europe, that the case 
deserves very especial notice. As 
the action was necessarily tried 
upon the legal question of libel, 
and the case is so encumbered with 
technical difficulties, that an ab- 
stract of the evidence could give 
but insufficient information, it has 
been thought better to give a short 
history of the circumstances, than 
to present it in the usual form. 

In the month of May last, the 
correspondents of the Times ad- 
dressed a letter to the editor, which 
was published in that journal, 
stating u that a great feagery com- 
pany established on the Continent 
had been lately detected and blown 
up, and that the object of the 
company was to plunder the con- 
tinental bankers by the means of 
forged letters of credit purporting 
to be of the banking firm of Glyn, 
Halifax, Mills, and Co., of Lon- 
don :*• the letter then went on to 
give the names of the conspirators, 
and among others included the 
name of the plaintiff* Bogle. 

Previously, however, to entering 
into any summary of this deeply 
ramified conspiracy, it may not be 
unnecessary to repeat that the plot 
had for its object the plunder of 
the principal of the European 
bankers ; and that the purpose and 
intent of the conspirators were to 
rob these gentlemen of about 
1,000,000/. sterling, and having 
achieved their daring purpose, the 
robbers were then, by different 
routes, to effect their escape to 
America, India, Algiers, or Egypt, 
as might be agreed on. It was 
proposed to accomplish this gigan- 
tic fraud by the forgery of “ let* 
t res circulaires /* or what are 
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m ordinarily termed “ circular letters 
of credit.” These are obtained 
from the principal bankers, either 
ms for a sum certain, as for instance 
£ i 500/., drawn on stamps in any 
vs given amount the payee requires, 
or a particular credit of 2000 /. or 
c i 5000 L, is demanded, for which the 

traveller or payee gives value or 
-i security in London, and for which 
he draws in such amount from 
rC ; abroad and at such places as his 
necessities require. Tens of thou- 
:s5 ; sands of these circular letters are 
issued yearly by the different 
bankers, both in the city and the 
jg west end, for sums varying from 

:: - r 100/. to 10,000/. They are all 

as to the wording very similar in 
substance, though they differ occa- 
’fu sionally, not only in collocations of 
0 phrase, but in modes of expression. 
a j They are all, moreover, engraved 

, Jf in blank, leaving spaces for the 
0 number of the letter, for the name 
^ of the hearer of it or payee, for 
the amount of the credit, and for 
the signature of the bankers. 

The particular banking-house 
. in London whose name was forged 
5 the present foul transaction was 
, the firm of Glyn, Halifax, Mills, 
and Co. The letters of credit of 
. g this firm are engraved very much 
'j in the usual fashion, on a thick 
^ paper, somewhat longer than the 
^ paper in use either by the late 
house of Hammersley, or by Her- 
^ ries, Couts, or the generality of the 

* west-end bankers. Affixed to the 

. letters, or rather stamped on them, 

^ are the initials of the firm. Be- 
neath this is a blank space for the 

% payments, which are marked off 
^ as they are made on the continent, 
£ until the letter of credit is entirely 
exhausted. Annexed to, and form- 
^ ing a part of, the letter, are the 
name8of the principal towns in 
{ Europe, beginning with Abbeville 

* Voi. LXXXIII. 


and ending with Zante. Opposite 
these names of localities are placed 
the names of the correspondents of 
Glyn and Co., as, for instance, 
opposite (t Abbeville ” are the 
names of Daverton and Tholome ; 
and opposite “ Zante,” Lawrence, 
Hayes, and Co. Having thus ex- 
plained the design of the con- 
spirators. as well as the nature and 
object of the <c lettres circulaires 
we will proceed to show how 
this design was put into execution. 
Two ideas it is presumed suggested 
themselves to the prime movers in 
this nefarious affair : the first and 
cardinal one was, that they should 
enlist among their number a con- 
tinental banker who had possession 
of some old circular letters of the 
house of Glyn and Co., and who 
could sub rosd aid them with the 
benefit of his counsel and expe- 
rience, as well as with one of the 
genuine letters : the second was, 
that some one among themselves 
should come to London, should 
lodge a given sum with the house 
of Glyn and Co., should obtain in 
lieu thereof a circular letter of cre- 
dit, whereby plates for the engraved 
portion might be struck off, and a 
seal or stamp be fabricated, with a 
view to impress the document 
with the dry stamp or initials 
of the company, which appeared 
thus in alto-relievo on the letter, 
“G., H., M., and Co.” The 
conspirators in such a gigantic 
scheme as this could not be men 
from that class among which the 
perpetrators of frauds are usually 
found ; accordingly the chiefs were 
men moving in a very high class 
of society and some account of 
them is necessary. The society of 
Florence is composed of, beside 
the aristocracy of the country, 
families of high rank of every 
country in Europe : of these some 
2 A 
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are of most unimpeachable honour 
and respectability, others of broken 
fortunes and of questionable repu- 
tation ; but among all the charac- 
ters resident within the dominions 
of the Grand Duke there were 
none so remarkable as the Mar- 
quess de Bourbel, and Cunningham 
Graham of Gartmore. Of the 
family of De Bourbel little is with 
certainty known. He has said 
himself that it was like the family 
of Barras “ old as the rocks of 
Provence.” We believe it, how- 
ever, to be true that the Bourbcls 
were “ gcntillards," or small gen- 
try of Normandy, and that the 
immediate ancestor of the present 
M. de Bourbel filled some subor- 
dinate situation in the suite of the 
late Marquess of Hastings when 
that lamented nobleman was Go- 
vernor-General of India. Be this, 
however, as it may, it is certain 
that M. de Bourbel entered life 
with no ordinary advantages ; and 
while yet young became attached 
to the embassy of that excellent 
man, M. Hyde de Neuville, then 
Ambassador of France to his most 
faithful Majesty the King of Por- 
tugal. He was afterwards at- 
tached to the French embassy at 
Copenhagen, but ^ left the capital 
of Denmark previous to his duel 
with M. Haide, a gentleman of 
Greek extraction, in which the 


latter fell. 

Subsequent to his fatal encoun- 
ter with M. Haid6, he was looked 
upon as a gambler, duellist, and 
row/ ; and it is known ultimately 
became a member of the Secret 
French Police. Hp was a man of 
very great accomplishments, spoke 
several languages, exhibited much 
taste, was an excellent draughts, 
man > rode, fenced, boxed, and 
intrigued, and was universally 
looked on as a specious, agree- 


able, but thoroughly maum & 
sujet. 

Early in 1838 he eloped from .1 
Florence, either with his wife’s 
maid or an opera dancer, and m 
his unfortunate wife, an English* :« 
woman, whom he had married for ^ 
her fortune, died in childbirth, hro- a 
ken-hearted by her calamities, afew n 

months after. Public indignation 
was now strongly expressed, and st 
De Bourbel, yielding to its force, V: 
retired with his family to the - 
Villa Micali, a country house near :: 
to Leghorn, on the Florence-road. ^ 
While here De Bourbel did not 
remain in perfect seclusion* His 
solitude was occasionally inter- 
rupted by the visits^of a remarks- 
ble man, one Cunningham Grab®, i * 
formerly of Gartmore in Scotland, I [ 
but, then, an exile from his hose ^ 

and couiitry. - 

Of ancient family and good ^ 
estate, Graham had not only tar- 4 
nished the fame of his ancestors, ; 
but had im providently squandered * 

the large inheritance which had * 
descended to him. He left SeoL ^ iy 
land to avoid his creditors some U 

time in the year 1828, and pro- § 

ceeded to Brussels, and after m- « 

siding at several places, finally * 

took up bis residence at Florence. 
Graham was a man of considerable 
accomplishments, but withal cod, i: 

crafty, designing, and thoroughly ■- 

unprincipled. He had a refintd (il 

taste in the fine arts, had reed *• 

much, and improved a memory 
naturally teuacious by use and er- i 

ercise. It was, however, in the 5 

imitative and mechanical arts that i 

he pre-eminently excelled. An t 

excellent turner and m e e b ininan* 
he formed and fashioned the took 
which he afterwards used with 
surpassing -ingenuity ; and ws* 
thus enabled to trace not on If 
copies of the rarest engravings 
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f t Rafiel Morghtn, but the choicest 
chef d' oeuvres of Domenichino 
■. ,% and Guido Reni. If in the ex- 
erase of his ingenuity this had 
k been the extent of his prooeed- 
, - mgs, all had been well ; but it 
iC will be apparent by the sequel, 
ji that this machine of Graham’s 
.ju contrivance was not only formed 
to trace engravings and paintings, 
^ but the signatures of bankers. 
t si We have stated that Graham ar- 
j,t; rived in Florence in 1832 or 1833, 
and De Bourbel in 1833 or 1834. 
[j* When or how they first became 
£ j acquainted is not accurately known, 
but it is presumed it was not very 
jy? long after De Bourbel’s arrival in 
Florence. Graham had not so- 
joumed for any considerable time 
& in Florence when he was joined by 
bis stepson, Allan George Bogle, 
the plaintiff in the action. The 
rJg plaintiff is a native of Glasgow. 

His father, a West India merchant 
^0 of some eminence, died several 
yean ago, leaving plaintiff's mo- 
^ ther (then Mra. Bogle) surviving, 
j ^ who has since changed her name 
^ by becoming the wife of Mr. Cun- 
• 1 ningham Graham. Mr. Allan 
...jj George Bogle entered early in life 
the royal navy, in which service he 
l $ wae to the rank of Lieutenant. He 
ia now, and has been for some years, 
^ on half-pay. About the year 1 884 he 
^ became, probably at the suggestion 
. and under the advice of his step- 
1 ^ father, the clerk of Mr. Johnstone, 
^ a banker at Florence, and shortly 
^ after, on his employer’s failure, 
lJ ( entered into business for himself, in 
^ the month of October, 1837. His 

^ , existence as a hanker on his own 
^ separate account was, however, of 
^ short duration, for in November of 
c , the same year he had ceased to be 
^ so ; and on the 14th of that month 
^ be entered into a partnership with 
* Messrs, fferrich and M‘Carthy, 


which partnership was afterwards 
dissolved on the 1 1th of May, 1840. 

During the whole of the year 
1838, and so long in 1839 as De 
Bourbel remained in Florence, his 
intimacy with Graham continued 
to increase, and they passed much 
of their time in Graham’s turning 
room, in which the latter had, at 
considerable expense, fabricated a 
machine, whose ostensible use was 
to trace pictures, but the real object 
of which was to enable the possessor 
to trace and imitate the signatures 
of bankers with unerring accuracy 
and verisimilitude. 

All this time it must he home 
in mind that the step-son of Gra- 
ham was in the bank of Bogle, 
Kerrich, and Co., one of the part- 
ners of which had commercial 
connexions of the very highest 
credit and respectability, by means 
of which the infant establishment 
was fast rising into profitable busi- 
ness. When or how the plot was 
first broached to Mr. Bogle, the 
step-son and banker — whether he 
was an original conspirator, or 
whether he became initiated after 
the subject had been discussed or 
decided on, does not clearly appear ; 
but of this there can, at least, be 
little doubt, that his guilty know- 
ledge and his passive acquiescence 
in the designs of the master spirits 
in this wicked scheme commenced 
at a very early period of their 
machinations. (Jp to the month 
of November, 1837, however, there 
was no imputation on the character 
of the plaintiff, Mr. Bogle. He 
lived quietly and respectably at 
Florence ; and though it was 
known that his stepfather was a 
person who left Scotland under 
discreditable circumstances, and 
that his son, Alexander Graham, 
(who afterwards played a part in 
the conspiracy) was a debauched 
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and dissolute young man, yet there 
was no imputation — at least none 
such was publicly known — against 
the fair fame or repute of Mr. 
Bogle. 

In March, 1839, it is more than 
probable that the plaintiff was in 
possession of the secret of the plot as 
then resolved on, and which was 
executed little better than a twelve- 
month afterwards. Early in that 
month, De Bourbel was first in- 
troduced as a constituent to the 
house of Bogle, Kerrich, and Co., 
by the plaintiff Bogle himself. 

We have now brought down the 
conspiracy to the period of active 
operations. The preliminaries had 
been conned over and adjusted at 
Florence. The step-son of one of 
the chief actors had procured, as 
appears by the evidence of Mr. 
Kerrich, a genuine letter of credit 
in favour of a gentleman named 
Robert Nicholson, which he, it is 
presumed, transferred to his step- 
father in order that he might trace 
the signature ; it tva s agreed that 
Alexander Graham (the son of 
Cunningham) should bear this aus- 
picious name of Nicholson when 
operations commenced ; and it may 
also be reasonably inferred, that 
the plaintiff Bogle should remain 
quietly perdu in his bank, a pas- 
sive spectator, and that Bourbel 
should straightway repair to the 
“ Sentinam corruption**" London, 
in order to procure fitting instru- 
ments to carry this cautiously de- 
vised and roost nefarious conception 
into execution. 

Arrived in that capital, De 
Bourbel soon discovered an old 
friend in the person of the Baron 
D’Aijuzon, (the son of Count 
D’Arjuzon, peer of France, Pre- 
sident of the College of the Elec- 
toral Department of the Eure, and 
First Chamberlain of Hortense, 


wife of Louis Bonaparte) a person 
well known as a gambler. 

There was little difficulty in 
securing the hearty co-operation of 
a man accustomed to the ordinary 
vicissitudes of a gambler’s life, 
and D’Aijuzon entered into the 
scheme with readiness, if not with 
alacrity. The first object to be 
achieved (having already secured 
the means of forging the signature) 
was to gain a sufficient supply of 
such paper as is used by Glyn and 
Co. for their circulars— a species 
of paper which cannot be procured 
on the continent, and which he ob* 
tained with some difficulty. The 
next object was to procure the 
printed portions of the letter of 
credit to be engraved— an opera- 
tion which could only be success- 
fully, and without chance of 
detection, performed in London. 
To accomplish the engraving it 
became necessary to procure i 
letter of credit of Glyn and Co., 
for it was impossible that the letter 
of Mr. Robert Nicholson at Flo- 
rence, the use of which it has been 
before stated, the plaintiff Mr. 
Allen George Bogle afforded to 
his stepfather, could be brought 
away. Accordingly, on the 7th 
of January, 1840, De Bourbel 
handed to his friend D’Aijuwn 
150/., with which he went to 
Glyn and Co., and obtained one 
of their letters of credit, and 
which by an extraordinary coin- 
cidence (for it is not exclusively 
his province) was signed by Mr. 
Halifax, jim., the same part** 
who signed the letter of Mr. 
Robert Nicholson, at Florence. 
Having thus obtained both an ori- 
ginal letter and a sufficient supply 
of the paper, an engraver was em- 
ployed to make the copper-pte tes i 
the seal was engraven and cop 1 ® 
struck off at De Bourbel’s lodgn# 
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in the Quadrant. These copies 
were forwarded carefully to old 
Graham, who traced on them, by 
means of his copying machine, the 
signature of Glyn, Halifax, Mills, 
and Co. 

All was now in active prepara- 
tion for the emission of these 
forged letters, but there yet wanted 
instruments to present them simul- 
taneously in the principal cities of 
the Continent. With a view to 
this purpose, the following parties 
were taken into the plot inde- 
pendently of the original con- 
spirators 

1. D’Aijuzon, who was to travel 
under the name of De Castel. 

2. Marie Rosalie Desjardins, 
the mistress of D’Arjuzon, who 
was to travel under the name of 
the Countess of Vandec. 

3. A person of the name of Fre- 
derick Pipe, who was to travel 
under the name of Dr. Coulson ; 
he is said to have practised as a 
veterinary surgeon, but when he 
became known to Bourbel he was 
connected with some of the gam- 
bling houses of the Quadrant. 

4. Charlotte Anne Pipe, said to 
be the wife of the last-mentioned 
person, and who was to travel 
under the name of Lenoy. 

5. Alexander Graham (the son 
of Cunningham Graham,) who was 
to travel under the name of Robert 
Nicholson, whose letter of credit 
(we mean of the real, not the 
fictitious, Nicholson) it will be 
home in mind the plaintiff Bogle 
banded to Graham the elder, in 
older to trace the signature. 

6. Charles Gerard de Paindry, 
calling himself Count de Paindry, 
whose title will be sought in vain 
in the dictionary of French noble 
houses. 

7. Thomas W. Perry, alias Ire* 
land, who did not speak French. 


All being in a state of readiness, 
on the 1st of April the whole of 
this party (excepting de Bourbel 
and Pipe, alias Dr. Coulson) pro- 
ceeded to Aix-la-Chapelle, where 
Alexander Graham was in waiting 
for them under the assumed name 
of Robert Nicholson, where they 
remained till the 19th of April, a 
day or two before the operations 
were arranged to commence simul- 
taneously in Belgium, on the 
Rhine, and in Italy. 

It was, it appears, no part of the 
original compact that the three 
principal conspirators should pre- 
sent themselves with the forged 
letters. The chief conspirators 
limited their operations to the 
finding of fitting instruments. 
Bourbel having accordingly placed 
the subordinate actors under the 
command of D’Aijuzon {alias De 
Castel), proceeded with Pipe ( alias 
Dr. Coulson) to Paris, on their 
way to Italy, in order to be there 
in time for the commencement of 
simultaneous operations in that 
country on the 21st, the day agreed 
on. At Nice they met old Graham 
by appointment, who, it appears 
from the intercepted correspond- 
ence seized by a judge d’ instruc- 
tion in France, “ declared the 
letters to be perfection, and that 
it would be impossible to refuse 
them.” It was at Nice, too, that, 
on the 14th, Bourbel, after an in- 
terview with old Graham, wrote 
to Graham the younger to be of 
good courage ; to act vigorously ; 
that all was right, “ and a proof that 
all is right is, that Bogle lets him 
come and embark in the affair. 
Bogle and your papa are convinced 
that all will turn out well, and 
that the letters of credit must be 
paid.” On the 2 1st, Bourbel pre- 
sented himself at the banking- 
house of Bogle, JCerrich, and Co. 
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and was closely closeted with the 
plaintiff Bogle in a private room, 
to which strangers and the public 
had no ingress, for upwards of two 
hours. Shortly after De Bourbel's 
departure, De Paindry presented 
his letter of credit, and received on 
it 200/. 

The plot was now in process of 
execution, in other parts of Europe, 
by the subordinates. At Genoa, 
Frederick Pipe (otherwise Dr. 
Coulson), presented to Gibbs and 
Co. one of the letters of credit 
for 2,000/., requesting to be paid 
1,500/. in gold, for the purpose, as 
he stated, of purchasing works of 
art. Gibbs paid the money, and 
Coulson signed the usual bills on 
Glyn and Co. for the amount. 
Graham, the elder, accompanied 
Coulson, and as Perry ( alias Ire* 
land) was in like manner in his 
operations accompanied by D'Aiju- 
zon, it is presumed these indi- 
viduals took charge of the money. 
On the following day Coulson 
presented another letter of credit 
to Nigra and Son at Turin, and 
obtained thereon 600/. sterling ; 
on the 23d Coulson and Graham 
were at Milan, where the former 
obtained from Pasteur Girod and 
Co. 800/. on another letter of 
credit. On the 24th 800/. was 
obtained from Louis Laurent and 
Co. From Parma, Coulson and- 
Graham went by steamer to Rome, 
necessarily taking Leghorn in their 
way. At the Villa Micali they 
had an interview with Bourbel 
with a view to report progress. It 
is also certain that they transferred 
to him his share of the booty, for 
on the 28fch of April it appears by 
the police books that De Bourbel 
came into Florence, and Freppa, 
his banker, admits that on that day 
he received from him 1,700 Na- 
poleons in gold. These parties 


next proceeded to Rome. We find 
them in the " eternal city" on the k 
28th of April, where Coulson pre- 
sen ted himself to M. Le Mesurier, ia 
and having asked for 2001., ms t. 
paid it. He returned and re- jl 
quested 1,800 L more, which caused 
M. Le Mesurier to hesitate, u this 
was the first time he had honooted 
any letter of Glyn and Co. Coal- ■; 
son became enraged at this beat- 
tation, saying his father had sent : 
him out to execute & commission i 
he had received to purchase pie- •• 
tures, and that if the money wss i 
not paid he should repay the 2001, U 
return to England, and his father ^ 
should bring an action against 4 

Glyn and Co. for the espenca of 3 
the journey, as well as damages ^ 
for being thus disabled by the set 
of their own agent from fulfilling 
his engagement. On a full con- : $ 
sideration of the ciicumstaooa, { \ 

and after consulting the English 
consul and another gentleman, |: 
Le Mesurier and Ca paid the j>. 
money. ; 

On the day following the exe- 
cution of the plot at Florence, on | < 
Mr. Kerrich's arrival at the bank, 
at a quarter past ten o'clock, he | 
found the Count in earnest eon- { 
versation with Messrs. Mwsarthj 
and Bogle. The Count had cane 8 
to return the gold. After leaving i 
the bank tbe day before he bid ( 
gone to a shopkeeper's named Phil* 3 
lipson, to take up more money on 
the letter, and having left it in the 
possession of this person he re- 
turned it to De Paindry in the 
evening, expressing some doubts of 
its genuineness. €i At first/’ 
the much injured Count, 4 1 deter, 
mined to pass this over, but on 
reflection it is a matter which 
touches my honour (‘ borsq# 
I’hantieur ck bkssd tnorteUcmenl on 
tie doit point songcr d garder 
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dunes mhures* ) ; and rather than 
hare my name brought into ques- 
tion, I have resolved to return your 
money, and request that you will 
write your correspondents and re- 
assure yourselves on the matter.” 

The indignant persistency of the 
Count ; his defiant tone and man- 
ner, the air of ingenuousness and 
truth which he assumed, wrought 
upon Messrs. Kerrich and Macar- 
thy; the bills which the Count 
had given on Glyn and Co. were 
destroyed, and the entry on the 
circular letter was underwritten in 
the next line — a The above pay- 
ment cancelled by desire of the 
betreiv- Bogle, Kerrich, and Co.” 
By this stroke of policy De 
Paindry not only re-established his 
credit, but even gave additional 
colour to the genuineness of the 
letter of credit It may be re- 
marked, that it was odd that 
one of the conspirators chose the 
house of a fellow conspirator to be 
victimised with the general run of 
bankers. 

The anawer is plain. The gains 
of Bogle on the robberies, amount- 
ing according to the deposition of 
Ireland to 20 per cent., would be 
50 per cent, greater than his indi- 
vidual proportion of the loss of 
the 200/. The circumstance too 
of his house being a sufferer may 
have been designed to stifle all sus- 
picion of collusion on the part of 
Bpgle, who would naturally feel, 
that as the participation of his 
father-in-law in the fraud might be 
discovered, suspicion would neces- 
sarily also fall on him. The subse- 
quent returning of the money may 
•Iso have been designed as a blind. 

We now return to De Paindry. 
After enacting the solemn farce of 
Wednesday the 22nd of April, and 
putting his tongue in his cheek as 
ke laughed at the credulity of 


mankind, he proceeded on his way 
to Bologna and Venice. On the 
23rd he presented his letter of cre- 
dit to Landi and Roncadelli, and 
obtaining 347/.; and on the 25th 
40/. from the brothers Dubois, 
of Venice. 

At Venice this accomplished 
sharper took the steamer for 
Trieste, where on the 29th he re- 
ceived 1,612/. 6$. from Messrs. 
Richard Routh. Mr. Routh was so 
struck with his pleasing manners 
that he invited him to his opera- 
box on this evening, and lie after- 
wards supped at his house. 

To return to the conspirators oti 
the Rhine. After leaving Aix-la- 
Chapelle, the Countess Vandec 
(D’Arjuzon’s mistress) proceeded 
to Cologne, where she presented, 
on the 22d of April, a letter of 
credit for 800/. to S. Oppenheim, 
jun. and Co., on which she received 
500/. No suspicion was excited, 
as she travelled in her private car- 
riage with a courier and the little 
girl before mentioned. 

After leaving Cologne she pro- 
ceeded to CoblonU, and on the 
23 rd of April presented a fresh 
letter of credit to Messrs. Dein bard 
and Jordan, on which she requested 
and was paid 500/., after every 
possible inquiry had been made. 

On the 24th Madame Vandec 
presented herself to Gogel, Kock, 
and Co., with a letter of credit for 
800/., and obtained thereon 520/. 

At Mentz she obtained a further 
sum of 500/., from Human and 
Mappes Fils on another letter of 
credit, and after these dexterous 
feats proceeded to Paris. 

On the 20th of April (on which 
day the forged letters of credit had 
arrived from Nice, for De Bourbel, 
with Graham and Coulson, was 
there on the 14th), D Aijuzon 
{alias De Castel), with Perry 
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(i alias Ireland), left Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, where they had resided from 
the 1st of April without doing any 
effective business, and proceeded to 
Liege. In the street inhabited 
by the bankers Nagelmackcrs and 
Cerfontaine, the Baron handed to 
Perry a letter of credit for 800/., 
which the latter presented to these 
bankers, and asked 550/., which 
was refused, because his passport 
was not regular. He, however, 
returned next day, and received 
100/., of which De Castel took 
80/., giving Ireland 20/. for his 
trouble. From this they proceeded 
to Brussels on the 21st or 22nd of 
April, when they presented to 
Engler and Co. a fresh letter of 
credit for 1,400/., and received 
thereon 750/. Of this sum Perry 
(alias Ireland) received 250/., the 
Baron D’Aijuzon (alias De Castel) 
taking the balance* Ghent was 
visited by the same parties on the 
23rd, when Perry presented to De 
Meulemeesler and Son the same 
letter of credit on which he had 
previously received 100/. at Liege, 
but he here met with a refusal, De 
Meulemeester and Co. stating that 
they had no letter of advice from 
Glyn and Co. 

Later on the same day, the 23rd, 
Perry (alias Ireland) proceeded to 
Antwerp, and presented to M. 
Agie the same letter of credit pre- 
sented to Engler and Co. ; but M. 
Agie thinking it extraordinary 
that a man of Ireland's appearance 
should require a further advance 
beyond the 750/. which he had so 
recently obtained from Engler and 
Co. (the applicant being, as he 
admitted, about to embark for 
England), refused, because of the 
want of advice. The real motive 
of M. Agie was, that he suspected 
a fraud, and communicating his 
tuipirions to M. Engler, that gen- 


tleman sent instructions to hare 
Perry (alias Ireland) arrested. He 
was accordingly arrested on Satur- 
day morning, the 25th of April, 
together with the woman Pipe, on 
board the Ostend steamer, bound 
for London, and safely placed in 
the custody of the Belgian au- 
thorities. On the day previous to 
this arrest — namely, the 24th, 
Alexander Graham (alias Robert 
N icholson ) had obtained 150/. from i 

the bankers of Aix-la-Chapelle on | 
another forged letter of credit. 

These were the different rob- 
beries effected on the continent, 
making a grand total of 10,7001 

This extraordinary conspiracy 
having thus become blown fay the 
arrest of two of the suborduute ; 
actors, it was immediately noticed 
in one of the Brussels papers, and 
afterwards by Galignanis news- 
paper in Paris. Before, therefore, 
any effectual steps could be takes 
to arrest the other conspirators they 
had notice of the discovery of the 
plot, and made their escape to dif- 
ferent parts of the world. 

At Florence everything went ia 
the usual routine at the bank of 
Bogle, Kerrich, and Co. till the 
morning of Saturday, the 9th of 
May. On that day a letter wai 
received from Messrs. Oppenhein 
and Co. of Cologne, informing 
Bogle and Co. that forged letters 
of Glyn and Go. were in circu- 
lation. Other reports were now 
heard touching these forged letters, 
in which the names of De Bourbel 
and Graham were seriously com- 
promised. In the evening Mr. 
Kerrich received a packet of paper* 
from her Majesty’s Envoy at Flo- 
rence, wherein that functionary 
stated, that having communicated 

the contents to the Tuscan Govern- 
ment, he now enclosed the pawn 
for Mr* Kerrich 1 ! perufuL 
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Kerrich found the documents to 
be of the most serious importance 
to Bogle, and instantly proceeded to 
find his partner. These papers were 
the depositions of Ireland, taken at 
Ostend on the 27th of April, in 
which the names of Bogle, Bourbel, 
and Graham were seriously com- 
promised. Bogle's distress of mind 
was very great,. On Sunday, the 
10th, Mr. Kerrich made known the 
circomstances to Mr. Macarthy, 
his partner. They proceeded to 
Bogie’s lodgings, and found him 
in bed in a very agitated state of 
mind. Bogle instantly directed 
them to take the keys of the bank, 
and declared his irrevocable deter- 
mination to retire from the firm. 
Ultimately a formal letter was 
drawn up by Mr. Macarthy, at 
Mr. Bogle's request, withdrawing 
from the firm. 

The newB of the discovery of 
the plot spread from Brussels to 
Paris, and from Paris to London, 
with great rapidity, and in conse- 
quence, the correspondent of the 
Times , addressed to that journal 
the letter alluded to above, upon 
the publication of which the action 
was founded. The first intimation 
that the defendant had of the ac- 
tion was by a letter of Mr. 8. 
Fyson, dated June 22, 1840, 
stating that the plaintiff had ar- 
rived in London the week previ- 
ously, and had directed him to 
commence proceedings. On the 
24th of June, Mr. Dobie, the 
defendant's solicitor, undertook to 
appear to any action commenced, 
but stated, that as he had written 
to the gentleman who furnished 
the statement, he wished to know 
whether it would be asking too 
moeh that Mr. Fyson should delay 
proceeding further till he received 
that gentleman's answer ? To 
tbit nuonatte request » reply wti 


received from the plaintiff's soli- 
citor, dated June 30, 1840, stating 
that the nature of the libel on Mr. 
Bogle rendered it incumbent on 
him to bring the case before a jury 
as early as possible. The letter 
enclosed a writ, and required an 
undertaking on behalf of Mr. Law- 
son to appear to it. The action 
was accordingly commenced on the 
30th of June, 1840. The decla- 
ration was delivered on the 14 th 
of July, and the venue laid in 
Surrey, with a view of hastening 
the trial at the Summer Assizes, 
commencing at Guildford on Mon- 
day, the 3rd of August. On the 
action being commenced, inquiries 
were immediately made into the 
truth of the alleged libel at various 
places on the Continent of Europe, 
but sufficient information could not 
be obtained to enable the de- 
fendant to plead within the pre- 
scribed time, and further time was 
obtained upon affidavit till the 8th 
of August, notwithstanding the 
strenuous opposition of the plain- 
tiff. It was afterwards found that 
there was no possibility of ascer- 
taining the real facts of the case 
without the sending of a person all 
over the Continent of Europe ex- 
pressly for that purpose. Tlie in- 
formation which had been already 
received, imperfect though it was, 
afforded a more than strong pre- 
sumption that the plaintiff was 
really implicated in the conspiracy. 
The proprietors of the Times, 
therefore, disregarding all thought 
of expense and delay, and personal 
inconvenience, and the having an 
imputation hanging over them, for 
the sake of public justice, and in 
order to avail themselves of the 
opportunity which the action would 
afford of proving to the world the 
extraordinary plot which had been 
formed! resolved to send their au 
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torney to the different towns on 
the Continent, personally to in* 
vcstigatc the whole circumstances 
and real nature of the case. Time 
having therefore been obtained by 
affidavit, Mr. Dobie, and subse- 
quently Mr. Kir wan, a barrister, 
proceeded to the Continent, and 
after a most anxious and diligent 
search, and under most harassing 
difficulties, and at an enormous ex- 
pense succeeded in collecting suffi- 
cient evidence to prove the above 
statements. 

After a very lengthy trial, the 
jury returned a verdict for the 
plaintiff, damages one farthing, 
and the judge refused to certify 
for costs, thus leaving each party 
to bear their own expenses — vir- 
tually a verdict for the journal 
which hod dared to expose this 
formidable confederacy. 

Of the conspirators in this gigan- 
tic scheme of fraud— Bogle, the 
plaintitf, was, as above shown, 
baffled, disgraced, and ruined, (if 
under any circumstances be could 
escape the latter fate.) 

De Bourbel retreated to Spain, 
but is supposed to have been in 
London, at the time of the trial 
and to have supplied Bogle with 
cash, and what would be more 
valuable, with the hints and coun- 
sels of his crafty brain. 

The Count De Paindry was 
overtaken in Moldavia and com- 
pelled to disgorge some of his 
plunder, was delivered over by the 
summary police of Constantinople, 
and sent to Genoa, and thence to 
Aix, where the court declared its 
incompetency to take cognizance 
of the affair, and he was dismissed. 

Alexander Graham died of a 
loathsome disease at a Maiton de 
Sanic , near Paris, in great want 
and misery. 

Graham the elder, D’Axjuxon 


and his mistress, and Pipe, do not 
appear to have suffered any mo- 
lestation on account of their shire 
in the transaction, other than that 
they were compelled to decamp 
very suddenly ; so that the only 
parties punished in connexion with 
a fraud of unexampled magnitude, 
laid with consummate skill, and 
put into execution with a boldness 
which ensured its sucoess, was the 
journal, which, by its frank publi- 
cation of the existence of the plot, | 
put the commercial men ot all 
Europe on their guard, broke upthe 
confederacy, and prevented the kw 
of thousands. The expences of 
the Times in defending themselves 
from this action arc known to have 
amounted to many thousand pounds. 

The bold and manly conduct of 
the Times in publishing the ori- 
ginal account of the confederacy, 
the resolution with which they 
stood the attack as well by plead* 
ing “justification** instead of the 
usual evasive plea, as the enormous 
expense they went to to rapport I 
their plea, and the important come- . 
quences resulting from their whole | 
proceedings, did not escape the 
observation of the merchants and 
hankers and was justly appreciated 
by them. It was resolved that 
some mode should be taken of 
shewing to the proprietors of the t 
journal, the high sense entertained | 
of their services, and a committee 1 
was speedily formed of the leading i 
merchants and bankers — subwrip- 
tions poured in from every quarter, | 
the corporation of the city, the 
companies, the incorporated bodies 
of every kind, merchants, bankers, , 
and tradesmen, and even private 
parties, hastened to forward very 
handsome contributions ; nor were 
the leading merchants and bankers 
of the Continent at all backward-* 
they indeed were the parties chiefly 
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aimed at by the conspirators, and 
they came forward very hand- 
somely-— so that in the course of 
a few months the subscriptions 
amounted to 2,700/. 

The proprietors of the “Times ” 
now added another honour to those 
they had already gained — for de- 
dining any of the customary forms 
in which tributes of this nature are 
usually embodied, they requested 
that some mode should be chosen 
by which at once the memory of 
the occasion might be perpetuated, 
and the community benefitted — 
and it was finally decided, that 
with the exception of the expen- 
diture of a trifling sum in tablets 
with suitable inscriptions, one to 
be placed in the Royal Exchange, 
and the other in a conspicuous part 
of the Times printing establish- 
ment, the whole of this munificent 
sum should be appropriated to the 
foundation of two scholarships to 
be given to youths elected from 
Christ s Hospital and the City of 
ixmdon School, to the Universities 
«f Oxford or Cambridge. 

Croydon, Aug . 20. 

Rousx v. Fivaz.— This was an 
action of a rather extraordinary 
character, to recover the amount 
of a bill of exchange, drawn by 
one John Asball Lemon, and ac- 
cepted by the defendant, for 
33/. 6s. Qd.y and endorsed by the 
plaintiff. 

The defendant pleaded that the 
hill had been given to compound 
a felony, and that therefore the 
plaintiff could not recover upon it. 

The plaintiff confined his case 
to proving the defendant’s accept- 
ance. 

Mr. Thesiger said, that on the 
part of the defendant he would not 
Attempt to deny, that he hod put 


his name to the bill in question ; 
the defence was, that the bill had 
been originally given to Nicholls 
for the purpose of compounding a 
felony, and if he proved that, aud 
satisfied the jury that the present 
plaintiff was merely put forward 
nominally, in order to throw a dif- 
ficulty upon the defendant, he 
should be entitled to their verdict. 
He then went on to state, that 
Lemon had been a confidential 
clerk to Nicholls for a considerable 
time, but in the beginning of the 
present year he thought fit to 
make a serious charge against him 
of embezzling a large sum of 
money, and upon that charge he 
was taken into custody, and un- 
derwent an examination at Union- 
hall. He should be able to show, 
that the person Nicholls cared no- 
thing for the interests of the public 
in the proceeding he adopted, and 
that his only object was his own 
benefit ; for after the unfortunate 
man Lemon was in custody, liis 
respectable relatives were harassed, 
and induced to give securities to 
the amount of 400/., and then the 
charge was abandoned, and Lemon 
was set at liberty. 

Mr. Platt then replied, and said 
he should submit with confidence, 
that the defendant had not sub- 
stantiated the plea he had thought 
fit to place upon the record, and 
that the plaintiff was entitled to a 
verdict. The most that had been 
made out was, that Nicholls, find- 
ing he could not substantiate the 
felonious charge of embezzlement, 
bad taken from his clerk security 
for the repayment of money that 
it appeared by the books he was 
indebted to him, and in this course 
he was quite justified. 

Lord Chief Justice Tindal, in 
summing up, observed, that the 
question the jury had to decide 
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was one of a most important cha- 
racter. The offence of compound- 
ing a felony, and that it was which 
was imputed by the defendant to 
have taken place, was of a most 
serious character ; and by the laws 
of England no security was of any 
value that was given for such a 
purpose, unless the party holding 
it had given real consideration for 
it. The jury would have to say, 
whether Rouse was put forward, 
nominally, to release Nicholls from 
the effect of the defendant’s plea, 
in which case he would stand in 
exactly the same position that he 
himself would have done ; and, 
secondly, whether the charge of 
compounding a felony had been 
made out. Undoubtedly, if it had 
been a mere question of debt, Ni- 
cholls would have been justified in 
taking security from Lemon ; but 
it certainly appeared very strange, 
that while the latter was in actual 
custody he should have demanded 
a security for 400/. for tbe appear- 
ance of Lemon after he was dis- 
charged, in order that he might 
give other securities for the same 
amount. 

The jury, after a minute’s de- 
liberation, returned a verdict for 
the defendant. 


ARCHES COURT, 
Saturday, May 8. 

The Office of the Judge pro- 
moted by Martin against Es- 
cott. — Validity of Lay Bap- 
tism. 

Sir H. Jenner delivered his 
judgment in this case. After 
some preliminary observations up- 
on the importance of the question 
and the ability with which it had 
been argued by tbe bar, the learned 
Judge observed, that the case had 


been brought before this Court by 
letters of request from the Chan- 
cellor of the diocese of Lincoln, 
and was a cause of office promoted 
by an inhabitant of the parish of 
Gedney, in Lincolnshire, against 
the Rev. Thomas Sweet Escott. 
the vicar of that parish, and the 
offence imputed to him was, the 
refusal to bury the infant child of 
two of his parishioners, the daugh- 
ter of Thomas and Sarah Cliff, 
convenient warning having been 
given to him for that purpose. 
The articles had been admitted 
without opposition, and a respon- 
sive allegation had been brought 
in by Mr. Escott, which, after 
debate, had been admitted, with 
the exception of one article. Tbe 
facts of the case had been admitted 
on all hands. The articles set 
forth that Mr. Escott, being a 
priest in holy orders of the Church 
of England, had, in violation of 
the 68th Canon, declared his de- 
termination not to bury the corpse 
of the infant: and that, on the 
17th of December, 1839, he did, 
contrary to his duty, refuse to 
bury the corpse when brought to 
the churchyard, convenient warn- 
ing thereof having been given. 
The responsive allegation pleaded 
matter of law, rather than of fact, 
which went to show that, as a 
Minister of the Church of Eng- 
land, the defendant was not only 
not required to bury the corpse, 
but that, in refusing to do so, 
M he acted in obedience to, and 
conformity with, the obligations 
by which he bound himself when 
he became an ordained Minister 
of the Church of England for 
that Elisha Bailey, the Wesleyan 
teacher by whom the infant was 
alleged to have been baptized, had 
never received Episcopal ordina- 
tion, and was not a lawful Minis* 
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ter; the pretended baptism, there- 
fore, not having been performed 
by a lawful Minister, was alto- 
gether invalid, and contrary to the 
doctrine and law of the Church 
of England. The question, the 
learned Judge proceeded, came 
simply to this: whether the child, 
having received the outward and 
visible sign of Baptism — namely, 
sprinkling with water in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, by a per- 
son who was not an ordained 
Minister of the Church of Eng- 
land (as it was admitted with re- 
gard to Mr. Bailey) was to be 
considered within the terms of the 
rubric c< unbaptized,” at whose 
interment the burial service was 
not to be read, and whether the 
refusal to bury the child, there- 
fore, was or was not an offence 
which brought the defendant 
within the provision of the 68th 
Canon ? This Canon expressly 
declared, that a Minister who 
should refuse to bury a corpse 
brought for that purpose, after 
convenient notice, should incur 
the penalty of three months' sus- 
pension, unless in the case of per- 
sons who had been denounced 
excommunicated major e cxcommu- 
nicatione. But this was not the 
only case in which a clergyman 
would be entitled to refuse burial, 
because, by the Rubric of 1661, 
which now governed the law upon 
this point, the service is not to be 
read over any who die unbaptized, 
or excommunicate, or who have 
laid violent hands upon them- 
selves. Now, as the child in this 
case could not fall within the class 
of persons excommunicate, nor that 
of persons who lay violent hands 
on themselves, the question to be 
determined was, whether the terms 
of the rubric, “ any who die un- 


baptized meant a total absence 
of the rite, or a want of qualifica- 
tion in the person by whom it was 
administered. In this stage of the 
question, the first inquiry was, 
what is essential to the due and 
valid administration of the Sacra- 
ment?** It was admitted on all 
hands that no baptism would be 
valid unless the matter and the 
form of administering it were 
used; that, is, unless the child 
were immersed or dipped in water, 
or sprinkled with water, with an 
invocation of the “ Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost ;** and it was 
clear that so far the requisites of 
Baptism had been duly complied 
with in the present case. But it 
was contended, on the part of Mr. 
Escott, that it was not enough 
that the outward and visible sign 
of Baptism should be employed, 
but that the rite must be adminis- 
tered by a person duly authorized 
and commissioned for the purpose; 
that since 1661 no person who 
had not received Episcopal ordina- 
tion and consecration was a “ law- 
ful Minister," within the terms of 
the Rubric, and that in the pre- 
sent case the person who adminis- 
tered the Sacrament not having 
received Episcopal ordination, and 
the Minister being a necessary 
part of the Sacrament, the Sacra- 
ment itself, so administered, be- 
came null and void ; that the 
question, therefore, must turn en- 
tirely on the interpretation to be 
put upon the term “ lawful minis- 
ter,** and if, according to the con- 
struction put upon the terra by 
Mr. Escott, “ Episcopally ordained 
Minister" is the only meaning that 
can legally be applied thereto, his 
defence was established. On the 
other hand, on the supposition that 
the Minister is not a necessary 
part of the sacrament, and his 
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presence is only requisite for the 
sake of order and regularity, and 
that the ’sacrament is sufficiently 
administered, though it be by 
uncommissioned and unauthorized 
hands, then the charge of the pro- 
moter would be established against 
Mr. Escott, who would have of- 
fended the law and incurred the 
penalty. When he (the learned 
Jndge) said that the question was 
whether Baptism by any other 
than a Minister Episcopally or- 
dained was valid or not, he dis- 
claimed any intention of entering 
into the theological part of the 
question, which did not belong to 
this Court ; it was sufficient for 
him to see whether the Church 
had expressed any opinion upon 
this point, and what that opinion 
was, and to pronounce accordingly. 
The law of the Church was that 
alone which this Court was com- 
petent to administer, and by that 
law the Court must be governed. 
It might he deemed superfluous, 
after the admission contained in 
the allegation of Mr. Escott, that 
up to 1603 the Reformed Church 
of England had permitted Lay 
Baptism, to travel to earlier pe. 
riods, to see to what extent the 
practice had existed ; but the ad- 
mission had been somewhat quali- 
fied by Mr. Escott, who had spoken 
of the practice as being “ tolerated” 
only, and considered it as one of 
the corruptions of the Church of 
Rome, which had been repudiated 
by the Reformed Church of Eng- 
land after 1603. Under these cir- 
cumstances it was not altogether 
useless to endeavour to ascertain 
at what period the practice of Lay 
Baptism had been introduced into 
the Church, how far it had ex- 
tended in the Church of Rome, 
and afterwards in the Church of 
England, and how far it had 


been the practice of the Primitive 
Church. In order to arrive at a 
correct knowledge of the state of 
the law on this point, it was 
necessary to see what the law was 
at the time of the alleged alter- 
ations. The law had been laid 
down in the case of “ Kemp v. 
Wickes,” where it had been truly 
said that the law of the Church 
was to be deduced from the an- 
cient Canon law, and from the 
Constitutions, Rules, and Rubrics 
of the Church, and from Acts of 
Parliament. In the first instance 
the administration of the Sacra- 
ments had been confined to the 
Apostles ; it afterwards devolved 
upon their successors, the Bishops 
of the Church, and then to per- 
sons duly commissioned and sent 
forth by them to perform the 
office $ and, as a matter of order, 
this had continued down to the 
present time, though it did not 
follow that the administration of 
the rite by others than persons so 
qualified was not a sufficient and 
valid administration. To the prac- 
tice of the Primitive Church on 
this point the Court would pay 
the greatest attention —whether it 
did or did not justify the adminis- 
tration of Baptism by lay hands ; 
or whether this was one of the 
corruptions introduced into the 
Church at periods long subsequent* 
Now it appeared that at the com- 
mencement of the third century 
this practice prevailed to some ex- 
tent. (The learned Juge here 
cited passages from Tertullian, St 
Austin, St. Cyprian, and other 
early Christian writers and fathers, 
wherein mention was made of 
Baptism administered by laymen.) 
It was dear, therefore, that in the 
Primitive Church the practice pre- 
vailed, though it might he con- 
sidered irregular. The Eastern 
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and Western Churches, it appeared, 
embraced different sides in this 
respect, but eventually the East- 
ern Church desisted from its oppo- 
sition to the practice of Lay Bap- 
tism, and at the end of the fourth 
and beginning of the fifth centu- 
ries it was universally admitted in 
both the Eastern and Western 
Churches, under certain circum- 
stances, and this had been adopted 
into the Canon law, which was 
recognized throughout Europe, 
and was the foundation of the 
law of the Church of England it- 
self. The Canon law, as far as 
applied to the Church of England, 
was to be collected from the pro- 
vincial Constitutions passed in this 
country by several Archbishops be- 
tween the reigns of Henry 3rd, 
and Henry 5th and 6th, very 
nearly reaching to the time of the 
Reformation, and this law had 
been confirmed by the Parliament 
of Henry 8th, so faT as it was 
not repugnant to the Common or 
Statute law, or to the Prerogative 
of the Crown. These Constitu- 
tions had been collected by Lin- 
wood, who had given a learned 
exposition of the law of the Church 
at that time, and he would refer 
to the valuable gloss of this writer, 
not as an authority for the law of 
the Church at this time, but as a 
most sound expositor of the law 
as it stood at that day. (The 
learned Judge here read several 
passages from U nrvood, Dc Sacra - 
menhs, showing that the practice 
of Lay Baptism was held valid 
where necessity required it, and 
where unnecessary not invalid, 
though irregular.) This continued 
to be the law of the Church of 
England up to the period of the 
Reformation, and was, as he had 
aaid, confirmed by the Act 25 
Henry 3rd, c. 19, so far as not 


repugnant to the Common law, 
Statute law, and Prerogative of the 
Crown, and, so far as this Canon 
law was unrepealed and unaltered, 
it continued to be law at the pre- 
sent day. The alterations in the 
Rubric commenced in the reign of 
Edward 6th, when the liturgy of 
the Reformed Church of England 
was reduced into order, and in the 
first Prayer-book of King Edward, 
Baptism by private persons was 
not only sanctioned, but there was 
a special form provided for the 
purpose, which clearly denoted the 
absence of any Minister, and the 
parents of a child so baptized were 
to be assured that “ beyond all 
doubt” it bad been sufficiently 
baptized, and ought not to be 
baptized again. As a matter of 
expediency it was required that 
the child should be brought to the 
Church, that the Minister might 
be satisfied whether the essential 
forms had been used, and he was 
then to certify that the parties 
had u done well and according to 
due order.” The Prayer-book of 
1549 had been revised in 1552, 
but no material alteration was 
made, and though the act which 
authorized this Prayer-book had 
been repealed in Queen Marys 
reigu, the act of Mary had in 
turn been repealed by Queen 
Elizabeth’s Parliament ; so that 
the statute of Edward 6th had 
been re-enacted, and became again 
the rule by which the offices of 
the Church were to be governed, 
till 1595. In 1565 an attempt 
was made by the Puritans to ex- 
clude women from the adminis- 
tration of this office ; but, never- 
theless, nothing was done. In 
1575, however, at a convocation, 
it was determined that the rite of 
Baptism should be administered 
by no other than a ** lawful Minis- 
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ter and, as great stress had been 
laid upon this circumstance, it was 
proper to consider the history of 
the Article or Canon agreed to at 
this time, which was enveloped 
in a great degree of mystery and 
obscurity. It was clear that it 
was not printed with the other 
Canons agreed to on that occasion. 
The Canons were fifteen in num- 
ber; one of them (the 15th) was 
omitted, because disapproved of by 
the King ; thirteen were printed, 
but without the Canon in ques- 
tion, which was the 12th, though 
it was said to have been published. 
Collier, in his Church History, 
had given a copy of this Canon, 
to this effect : — “ Where (whereas) 
some ambiguity and doubt hath 
risen among divers, by what per- 
sons private Baptism is to be ad- 
ministered ; forasmuch as by the 
Book of Common Prayer allowed 
by the statute, the Bishop of the 
diocese is authorized to expound and 
resolve all such doubts as shall arise 
concerning the manner how to un- 
derstand and to execute the things 
contained in the said book; it is 
now, by the said Archbishop and 
Bishops, expounded and resolved, 
and every of them doth expound and 
resolve, that the "Said private Bap- 
tism in case of necessity is only to 
be ministered by a lawful Minister 
or Deacon called to be present for 
that purpose, and none other; 
and that every Bishop in hi3 dio- 
cese shall take order that this ex- 
position of the said doubt shall be 
published in writing before the first 
day of May next coming in every 
parish church of his diocese in 
this province ; and thereby all 
other persons shall be inhibited to 
intermeddle with the ministering 
of Baptism privately, being no 
part of their vocation/’ rJow 
there was no doubt that this was 


a very strong expression of the 
convocation on the point in ques- 
tion ; that though the practice had 
been thought sufficient in former 
times, the heads of the Church were 
of opinion that it ought not now 
to be tolerated. But, if this Canon 
had been published and acted upon, 
it was extraordinary that no copy of 
it could be found in any book or re- 
gistry of any diocese ; that it should 
not have been so much as mentioned 
at the conferences at Hampton- 
court, in 1603, or by Hooker, 
who wrote a very few years after 
its existence, if it ever existed at 
all, or if it had not been suppressed 
immediately after it passed, or if 
it even had, or was considered to 
have had, any binding authority. 
If the effect of this Canon was to 
alter a practice which had existed 
for thirteen centuries, and sanc- 
tioned by Edward 6th and Eliza- 
beth up to 1575, it was a most 
important one to be observed and 
acted upon ; and yet, in 1584, nine 
years after the passing of this 
Canon, a petition was presented 
by the Puritans to Archbishop 
Whitgift, praying (amongst other 
things) that all Baptisms by mid- 
wives and women might be inter- 
dicted and declared void ; whereas, 
if this Canon had been in force, 
such Baptisms must have ceased, 
and the Archbishop himself never 
doubted of the validity of such 
Baptisms. Nay, in Queen Eliza- 
beth’s Prayer-book, 1595, the pas- 
sage in King Edward’s Prayer- 
book, as to the sufficiency of Lay 
Baptism, was retained, and Mr. 
Escott himself had admitted that 
such a practice continued to be 
“tolerated” till 1603. On the 
accession of James 1st the “ mil- 
lionary ” address was presented to 
him by the Puritans, which sought, 
amongst other things, that Bap- 
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dam should' not be administered 
by women, a limitation somewhat 
remarkable, the practice of Bap- 
tism by laymen still continuing. 
The consequence of this petition 
was, the conferences held at 
Hampton-court before the King 
and the Lords of the Council (The 
learned Judge here read an ac- 
count of what took place at these 
conferences from Dr. Cardwell’s 
work, whence it appeared that 
some difference of opinion pre- 
vailed amongst the prelates as to 
the construction to be put upon 
the Rubric, and that the King ex- 
pressed his opinion to the effect 
that, although Baptism should be 
administered by a lawful Minister, 
yet “he utterly disliked all re- 
baptism.*) It appeared that King 
James was of opinion that if the 
act had been de facto done, he so 
disliked rebaptism, that he would 
not have the rite repeated, though 
it were done by women and laics ; 
and it had been thereupon observed 
by one of the prelates, that “ the 
Minister is not of the essence of 
the Sacrament;* to* which the 
King replied, that, “ although not 
of the essence of the Sacrament, 
he was of the essence of its ad- 
ministration.* The result was, 
the insertion in the Rubric of the 
words “lawful Minister,* instead 
of " them that be present,” and 
that was the utmost extent, it is 
said, to which the Bishops would 
agree; they would not agree to 
abolish altogether the practice of 
Lay Baptism, by declaring it abso- 
lutely null and void. The infer- 
ence to he drawn from the result 
of the conference at Hampton- 
court, therefore, is not that stated 
by Mr. Escott in his plea, that 
from that period the practice of 
Lay Baptism had been repudiated 
by the ecclesiastical authorities of 
Vol, LXXXIII. 


the realm, and that, to give effect 
to that repudiation. King James 
directed the Liturgy to be altered ; 
nor was the language of King 
James himself, in his proclamation, 
directing this alteration, wherein 
he speaks of the changes as u some 
small things,*' consistent with the 
supposition that he was thereby 
sweeping away altogether a prac- 
tice which had continued for 1,300 
years. He (the learned Judge) 
could not understand, if the King 
and the prelates had been of 
opinion that Lay Baptism was 
invalid, why they should have left 
their opinion ambiguous ; why 
they should not have expressed it 
plainly, and stigmatized it as one 
of the corruptions the Church of 
Rome. The Articles of 1562 con- 
tained express declarations against 
the doctrine of purgatory, the 
adoration of images, and the invo- 
cation of saints ; was not this 
corruption of equal importance, 
and one respecting which it was 
even more necessary to speak 
plainly, in order to remove all 
doubts on the subject of Baptism ? 
It never could have been their 
intention, if such had been their 
opinion, to leave so important a 
matter in a state of doubt and am. 
biguity. He thought, under these 
circumstances, the Court was en- 
titled to say, that at this time, the 


Church had made no express de- 
claration pronouncing Lay Bap- 
tism to be invalid, and if not, the 
law as it was at that time must be 
the law of the present day, unless 
it had undergone some subsequent 
alteration. It did not appear that 
after the publication of this Rubric 
the practice of Lay Baptism ceased, 
and it was clear that for ten or 
twelve years before the Restoration 
there could have been no Baptism 
by a lawful Minister. At the 
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Restoration the alteration made by 
King James 1st (who had thereby, 
in effect, repealed a statute of King 
Edward by his sole authority) was 
confirmed by Act of Parliament. 
A conference took place at the 
Savoy in 1661, between certain of 
the Bishops and the Presbyterians, 
in order to see whether alterations 
could be made in the Common 
Prayer which would be satisfactory 
to both parties; but in conse- 
quence of the demands of the 
Presbyterians the conferences were 
broken off. By the 13th and 
14th of Charles 2nd the Rubric in 
the Book of Common Prayer was 
confirmed by Parliament, and be- 
came part of our Statute law, to 
which all persons are bound to 
conform ; and this Rubric, which 
is in force at the present time, is 
prefixed to the service for the 
Burial of the Dead, in which, for 
the first time, was a declaration 
that persons who die unbaptized 
are not to have the service read 
over them. The act did not define 
the sense of the terra “ unbap- 
tized, whether wilfully unbap- 
tized, or by misfortune, or accident. 
In its common and general sense, 
the word could not be understood 
to be used with respect to the 
person by whom the rite had been 
administered ; but it was said that 
the word was used by the Church 
of England in a more confined 
sense, and with reference to a 
person not baptized by one who 
was himself a lawful Minister ac« 
cording to the Rubric, and that 
meant a Minister who had been 
episcopally ordained, for that now 
these words bore a different inter- 
pretation since the year 1661, for 
that the preface to the ordination 
service declared that no person 
should be considered or taken to 
be priest or deacon who was not 


in holy orders and had not M * 
ordination ; whereas, ia the thne 1 
of James 1st, a “ lawful Minister" * 
might be a person admitted to or- 51 
dination not by an Episcopal ' 
Church, though he could not hoM 5 
offices in the Church till lawfully * 
ordained. The question, then* ’ 
would be whether by the dengue 1 
tion “ lawful Minister " in 1601* 1 
it was intended only a person 1 
episcopally ordained, not news* 1 
sarily by a Bishop of this resho, 1 
as a person ordained by the hands 1 
of a foreign Bishop, on reminds* j 
tion of his errors, might be reedfri 
into this Church. Nok, the act 
of 1661 made it necessary for t 
person to be episcopally ordained 
to obtain preferment in theChurch; 
but suppose a Presbyterian ihttild 
present himself for ordination to 
a Bishop of the Church of Eng* 
land if, on examination, the Bishop 
found him qualified, he (Sir H. 
Jenner) apprehended that he would 
have no difficulty in admitting him 
to holy orders, and irt ordaining 
him without requiring him tok 
rebaptized, supposing he had been 
baptized in his own country. 
Although, therefore, in using the 
words "lawful Minister/’ in the 
baptismal service, the law bright 
mean a person who wai a lawfol 
Minister of the Church of Bag* 
land, it did not follow that a Bap- 
tism administered by a person who 
was not an episcopally ordained 
Minister was not to be acknoir* 
ledged as a valid act. Bishop 
Fleetwood, treating of Lay B*p* 
tisrti, said that, for the first fifty 
years after the Reformation, the 
Church of England bad allowed 
Baptism by lay men and women ; 

for the next fifty years she required 

a lawful Minister to perform tht 
rite ; but that she did not say tbs* 
all who were not episcopally or* 
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famed Ministers were not lawful 
Ministers, and he showed that such 
in interpretation would exclude 
not only Presbyterians, but foreign 
Protestants; and he proved de- 
cidedly, that Baptism by a Pres- 
byter, not of episcopal ordination, 
was, nevertheless, a good and valid 
set. The work of Bishop Fleet- 
wood, in fact, embraced the whole 
argument on both sides in refere- 
nce to Lay Baptism. But if the 
administration of Baptism was 
to be strictly confined to law- 
ful Ministers, and if a lawful 
Minister were one episcopally or- 
dained and no other, and no Bap- 
tism were valid without such 
Minister, it was extraordinary that 
the only instance which could be 
found of a refusal to inter a person 
who had been baptized in any 
other forni should be that in 
" Kemp v. Wickes.*' There must 
have been a vast number of persona 
between 1640 and 1660 baptized 
by Ministers not episcopally or- 
dained } and in the absence of all 
allusion by historical writers to 
cases in which such persons had 
been considered as unbaptized, 
•bowed that it was not intended 
to include within that term persons 
who had been baptized with water 
in the name of the Holy Trinity, 
although not by a lawful Minister; 
and that, though irregular, the 
act was not null and void. In 
1712 a controversy had arisen upon 
this point, which had led to a con- 
ference at Lambeth, where the 
subject had been discussed by the 
Archbishops and Bishops of both 
provinces, and the result was stated 
by Burnet in his History of his 
(bn Times. He there states that 
a ‘‘ conceit ” had sprung up as to 
the invalidity of Lay Baptism, and 
that Dodwell had given rise to 
thin conceit > that the Bishops 


thought it necessary to put a stop 
to it, and with that view drew up 
a declaration to the effect that, 
although such Baptisms were irre- 
gular, yet conformably to the prac- 
tice of the Primitive Church, and 
to the doctrine of the Church of 
England, Baptism with water and 
invocation of the Trinity ought 
not to be reiterated. He states 
that the Archbishop of York at 
first agreed to this declaration but 
afterwards retracted ; that the 
Upper House of Convocation passed 
it, but the Lower House laid it 
aside, “thinking it struck at the 
dignity of the priesthood.*’ The 
publication of the remains of Arch- 
bishop Sharpe (the prelate alluded 
to) by his son gave a different 
version of the story, as far as he 
was concerned, though the other 
facts were the same ; showing that 
his only motive for rejecting the 
declaration arose from his appre- 
hension of its “ encouraging Dis- 
senters in their uncanonical prac- 
tice.” In his letter to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury he expressly 
stated, that he concurred with the 
rest of his brethren that Lay 
Baptisms, in the name of the 
Trinity, ought not to be repeated. 
The declaration, therefore, ex- 
pressed the opinions of all the 
heads of the Church, that, at this 
time, according to the law of the 
Church, Baptism with water, in 
the name of the Trinity, though 
administered by lay persons, was 
good and valid; so that, beyond 
all doubt, up to 1712, the Church 
of England held Lay Baptism to 
be valid, and that persons baptized 
by laymen after 1661 were not 
unbaptized persons, and, as such, 
to be refused Christian burial ; and 
if Lay Baptism was good then, it 
was good now, for no alteration had 
since taken place, It was true 
BBS 
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that a great number of writers, ar- 
guing the question with great in- 
genuity, had expressed a different 
opinion, a reference to whose works 
and arguments would be endless. 
One of these writers (Bishop Wa- 
terland), who had originally de- 
fended the validity of Lay Baptism, 
had been afterwards converted to 
an opponent of that doctrine by 
the arguments of Mr. Lawrence, 
a layman of the City of London, 
who, having been baptized by a 
Dissenting Minister, had procured 
himself to be rebaptized by a 
curate in the city, and had main- 
tained the invalidity of Lay 
Baptism with great learning and 
ingenuity. But his arguments 
did not shake the doctrine that the 
Church of England acknowledged 
its validity; and Bishop Water- 
land himself admitted that “ the 
stream of authority and of anti- 
quity was against them.” The 
great Hooker, who was looked up 
to by all persons with a respect 
and deference due to his learning 
and piety, clearly showed that the 
Church of England held Lay Bap- 
tism to be valid, though she con- 
sidered it irregular, and as an 
intrusion on the Priest's office, for 
which a party was punishable. 
The learned Judge then went into 
different parts of the Baptismal 
service, the Catechism, and the 
Articles, to show the construction 
put by the Church upon the nature 
of the Sacrament itself; and he 
argued from the fact of foreign 
Churches having expressly pro- 
hibited Lay Baptism, that had the 
Church of England intended the 
same, she would have interdicted 
it expressly ; and he concluded by 
expressing his opinion that the 
promoter had sufficiently proved 


the articles he had given in, and 
that Mr. Escott had failed in esta- 
blishing his allegation. The next 
question was, what was the punish- 
ment to which the Court must 
subject Mr. Escott under the cir- 
cumstances? It had been very 
properly stated, on the part of the 
promoter, that there was no inten- 
tion to follow up the proceeding 
in a vindictive manner, and that 
he would be satisfied if the Court 
should monish Mr. Escott to re- 
frain in future, and condemn him 
in the costs. He (the learned 
Judge) had already said, he 
thought that Mr. Escott was per- 
fectly justified in taking the opi- 
nion of the Court, and in the case 
of “ Kemp v . Wickes,” Sir John 
Nicholl had contented himself with 
monishing the party to refrain, 
and he (Sir H. Jenner) should be 
glad if he could follow that ex- 
ample. But in that case the party 
gave an affirmative issue to the 
articles, and there was no intention 
to appeal the question to a higher 
tribunal j whereas, in the present 
case, his sentence would go before 
the Judicial Committee, and he 
might probably defeat the object 
of both parties by giving an illegal 
judgment. It was not a proceed- 
ing under the Common Law, but 
under the 68th Canon, which fixed 
the punishment at three months’ 
suspension, and he must, therefore, 
though he should have been glad 
to modify his sentence, pronounce 
that the party had incurred the 
penalty. 

Notice of appeal was immedi- 
ately given. 

[It may here be useful to state 
that the above judgment was 
affirmed. ] 
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FINANCE ACCOUNTS 


Class I. Public Income. 

II. Public Expenditure. 

III. Disposition of Grants. 


PUBLIC INCOME of the UNITED KINGDOM, 


HEADS OP REVENUE. 

GROSS RECEIPT. 

Repayments, Allow- 
ances, Discounts, 
Drawbacks, and 
Bounties in the 
Nature of 
Drawbacks, Itc. 

NET RECEIPT 
within the Year, after 
deducting 

REPAYMENTS, Icc. 

ORDINARY REVENUES. 

£. «. d. 

| £. s. d. 

£. *. d. 

Customs 

23,821,486 6 T 

| 306,111 14 6£ 

23,515,374 12 0] 

Excise 

15,477,674 15 lli 

874,827 10 3 

14,402,847 5 9$ 

Stamps (including Hackney Coach 
ana Hawkers’ and Pedlars’ Licenses 

7,494,239 14 7% 

217,878 14 8| 

7,276,360 19 ll| 

Taxes, under the Management of the 
Commissioners of Stamps and 
Taxes 

| 4,720,457 5 4$ 

5,103 17 3} 

4,715,353 8 0] 

Post Office . . . ' . , 

• 1 ,539,274 10 5} 

43,734 1 4} 

1 ,495,540 9 0} 

One Shilling in the Pound, and Six- 
pence in the Pound on Pensions 
and Salaries, and Four Shillings in 
the Pound on Pensions. 

! 5,752 10 8 


5,752 10 8 

Crown Lands 

438,297 17 5 

.. 

438,297 17 5 

Small Branches of the Hereditary 
Revenue 

5,561 14 11 


5,562 14 II 

Surplus Fees of Regulated Public 
Offices 

93*404 18 4 

.. 

93,504 18 4 

TOTALS of Ordinary Reveuues 

53,696,350 H 4 

1,447,655 18 1 

52,148,694 16 3 

EXTRAORDINARY RE- 
SOURCES. 

Money received from the East India 
Company, on account of Retired 
Pay, Pensions, &c. of her Majes- 
i>> Forces serving in India, per 
Act 4 Geo. 4 , c. 71. 

60,000 0 0 


60,000 0 0 

Ftotn the Trustee* of the King of the 
Belgians, the Amount repaid into 
the Exchequer for the u*e of the 
Consolidated Fund, out of the An- 
nuity granted to Prince Leopold . 

36,000 0 0 


35,000 0 0 

Imprest Monies, repaid by sundry 
public Accountants, and other 
Monies paid to the Public . 

71,838 13 2 

,, 

71,83* 13 2 

TOTALS of the Public Income 
of the United Kingdom . 

53,763,089 7 6 

1,447,666 18 1 

52,315,433 9 5 
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FOR THE YEAR 1841. 

Cuss IV. Public Funded Debt. 

V. Unfunded Debt. 

VI. Tbade and Navigation. 


bob the Year ended 5th January, 1842. 


TOTAL INCOME, 
(■dvAif 
BALANCS&* 

TOTAL 

PaetnenUout of tbo 
Income , lb Ho 
Progwaa 

to Ike Euchaquer. 

PAYMENTS 

into the 

EXCHEQUER. 

BALANCES 
and BILLS 
Outstanding on 

5 th January, 1842 . 

TOTAL 

Discharge of the 
Income. 

£ 4 . d. 

£. *. A 

£. *. d. 

£ 4 . d. 

£• 4. d. 

14,0*6,643 10 9} 

15,064,425 0 3* 

1,594,039 0 11 
1,083,534 17 3$ 

21,898,844 19 3 
13,678,835 18 5 

532,759 10 A} 
302,054 4 6| 

24,025,648 10 9} 

15,064,425 0 3} 

7,508,305 15 6j 

162,413 18 6) 

7,135,217 7 4 

210,674 9 7J 

7,508,305 15 6\ 

4,768,387 1 7j 

1,708,725 6 2j 

224,028 10 5 
938,168 19 7) 

4,482,911 li 0 
45.1,000 0 0 

61,446 19 2| 
315,556 6 6| 

4,768,887 1 7j 
1,708,725 6 2| 

5,816 14 16 
516,729 6 * 

108 15 11 
277,295 8 Oj 

5,643 14 9 
162,000 0 0 

• 64 4 2 

77,433 18 1} 

5,816 14 10 
516,729 6 2 

5,562 14 11 

M •• 

5,562 14 II 

.. 

6,562 14 II 

93,504 18 4 

M •• 

93,504 18 .4 

• 9 •* 

93,504 18 4 

53,697,100 8 7j 

i 4,279,589 10 9$ 

47,917,521 5 9 

1,499,989 12 8 1 

88,697,100 8 7 \ 

60,000 0 O 


% 

60,000 0 0 

.. 

60,000 0 0 

35,000 0 0 

• • * • 

35,000 0 0 

.. 

35,000 0 0 

71,838 13 2 

• • • • 

71,838 IS 2 

• • » • 

71,838 13 2 

53,863,939 1 9j 

| 4,279,589 10 9j 

[ 48,084,359 18 4 

1,499,989 12 8 

53,863,939 1 9} 
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PUBLIC EXPENDITURE 

Of the United Kingdom, exclusive of the Sums applied to the Re- 
duction of the National Dbbt in the Year ended 5th January, 1842. 


; EXPENDITURE. 


Payments out of the Income in its Progress to 
the Exchequer • 

Charges of Collection 

Other Payments , . [ \ * 9 * 

Tl to aTfifiJi? ? f In “ me : “ p™e"« 

Funded Debt . 

Interest and Management of the Permanent Debt . 
Terminable Annuities 

Total Charge of the Funded Debt, exclusive of the 
Interest on Donations and Bequests . 

Unfunded Debt. 

Interest on Exchequer Bills ..... 

Civil List . 

Annuities and Pensions for Civil, Navai, Military, and 
J ndicial Services, charged by the various Acts of Par- 
liament on the Consolidated Fund 
Salaries and Allowances . 

Diplomatic Salaries and Pensions . , ‘ * 

Courts of Justice * 

Miscellaneous Charges on the Consolidated Fond .* 

Army . . , 

Navy * ; * * 

Ordnance * * ] 

Miscellaneous, chargeable upon the Annual Grants of 

Parliament 

Insurrection in Canada ... * * 

China Expedition . . , * * J * 


£• 


s. d. 


s. d. 


3,582,639 7 11 
696^950 2 10| 


24,476,904 9 9 
4,076,775 12 10 


28,553,680 2 7 


896,464 12 8 


389,022 3 11 


620,514 8 5 
246,079 3 7 
185,770 0 10 
736,994 8 9 
232,734 9 7 


6,418,421 16 4 
6,489,074 0 0 
1,815,132 0 0 

2,927,660 2 ft 
117,153 7 8 
400,000 0 0 


folV npuSiif tv 5 ngI ? ml to f u PP ! >' deficiencies on the Balance 
reserved for unclaimed Dividends, per Act 56 Geo. Ill, c. 97 . 


4,279,589 10 9J 


29,430,144 15 8 


2,411,114 15 1 


18,167,441 6 5 
157,028 3 8 


54,465,318 11 2} 
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DISPOSITION OF GRANTS. 

An Account showing how the Monies given for the SERVICE of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland for the Year 
1841, hare been disposed of; distinguished under their several 
Heads; to the 5th day of January, 1842. 


SERVICES. 


Navv . 
Forces • 
Ordnance 


On Account of the Expenses of the Expe- 
dition to China 

To defray the Charge of the British Mu- 
seum ; for the year ending on the 25th 
March 1842 . . . . . 

To defray the Expenses of the Service in 
Canada, consequent upon the late Insur- 
rection in that Colony . 

To defray the Charge of the Civil Estab- 
lishment of the Bahama Islands, and of 
the Lighthouses there : to the 31st March 
1842 . . . . 

To defray the Charge of the Civil Estab- 
lishment of the Bermudas : to the 31si 

March 1842 

To defray the Charge of the Civil Estab- 
lishment of Prince Edward's Island ; to 
the Slat March 1842 . 

To defray the Charge of the Civil Estab- 
lishments on the Western Coast of 
Africa ; to the 31st March 1842 . 

To defray the Expense of the Settlement 
of Western Australia; to the 31st March 
1842 . . . . . . . 

To defray the Charge of the Ecclesiastical 
Establishment of the British North Ame- 
rican Provinces ; to the 31st March 1842 
T o defr ay the Charge of the Indian De- 
partment in Lower and Upper Canada ; 

to the 3l»t March 1842. . 


SUMS 

Voted or Granted. 

SUMS 

Paid. 

£. t . d . 

j £. t . d . 

6,805,351 11 2 

4,975,000 0 0 

6,587,834 0 0 

5,028,568 16 4 

2,143,547 0 0 

1,089,174 0 0 

400,000 0 0 

400,000 0 0 

31,786 0 0 

23,839 10 0 

108,000 0 0 

4,718 14 1 

5,860 0 0 

3,959 9 11 

4,049 0 0 

1,706 4 7 

3,070 0 0 

1,574 19 9 

10,880 0 0 

• • •• 

7,099 0 0 

6 17 11 

11,590 0 0 

•• •• 

18,895 0 0 

• • c« 
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SERVICES— continued* 


SUMS 

Voted or Granted. 


SUMS 

Paid. 


To defray the Charge of the Salaries of the 
Governors, Lieutenant-Governors, and 
others in her Majesty’s West-India Colo- 
nies ; to the 31st March 1842 
To defray the Expense of the Civil Estab- 
lishment of Heligoland ; to the 31st 

March 1842 , 

To defray the Charge of the Civil Estab- 
lishment at Saint Helena, and of Pensions 
and Allowances to the Civil and Military 
Officers of the East-India Company’s 
late Establishment in that Island ; to 
the 31st March 1842 . 

To defray the Expense of the Establish- 
ment at Sable Island, Nova Scotia* for 
the Relief of Shipwrecked Person#; to 
the 31st March 1842 . • 

Towards defraying the Expenses of the 
Settlement of New Zealand ; to the 31st 

March 184* 

Towards defraying the Charge of the Set- 
tlement at Fort Essingtan ; to the 31st 

March 1841 

To defray the Charge of the Civil Estab- 
lishment at the Falkland Islands ; tp the 

31st March 184* 

To defray the Charge of Civil Contingen- 
cies ; to the 31st March 1842 . t 

To defray, to the 31st March 1842, the Ex- 
pense of Works and Repairs of Public 
Buildings, and for Furniture, fit c„ far 
various Public Departments, for certain 
Charges for Lighting and Watching, and 
for Rates and T#xes ; also for the Main- 
tenance and Repairs of Royal Palaots 
and Works in the Royal Gardens, here- 
tofore charged upon tne Civil List . 
To defray the Expense of Works and Re- 
pairs at the Harbour of Kingstown ; to 
31st March 184* . . " 

To defray the Expense of the Improvement 
of the Holyhead and Liverpool Road, 
Holyhead Harbour, and the Shrewsbury 
and Holyhead Road : to the 3lst March 

1842 . 

To defray the Expense of Fittings and 
Works at the New Buildings at the 
British Museum; to the 31st March 

1842 

To defray the Expense of providing tem- 
porary Accommodation for the Houses of 
Parliament, Committee-rooms, Offices, 
and temporary Official Residences for the 
Speaker pf the House of Commons* and 


£> d. 

18,667 0 0 
1,023 0 0 

11,600 0 0 

400 0 0 

6.000 0 p 

4,423 0 6 

2.000 0 0 
120,000 0 0 


103,309 O 0 

10,000 o a 

3,361 0 0 

42,404 0 0. 


£. s. d. 


3,149 12 7 


* * 


6,274 17 6 


1,608 8 4 

4,423 0 0 

1,000 0 0 

94,306 18 0 


50,000 0 0 
7,000 0 0 


• e 


3,760 13 1 
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SERVIGES~-cn*lc!ti<*& 


other Officers of that House ; to the 31st 

March 1842 

To defray, to the 31st March 1 842, the Ex- 
pense of the Works at the New Houses 

of Parliament 

For the Completion of the Model Prison • 
To complete the Buildings of the General 
Prison at Perth . 

For the Expenses of the Museum of Eco- 
nomic Geology ; to the 31st March 1842 
To defray, in the year 1841, the Expense 
of erecting a Hall for the use of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land at Edinburgh .... 
To defray the Charge of Salaries and Ex- 
penses of the Two Houses of Parliament, 
and of Allowances to Retired Officers of 
the Two Houses ; to the 31st March 

1842 

To pay the Salaries, Contingent and other 
Expenses of the Department of her Ma- 
jesty’s Treasury ; to the 3lst March 

1842 

To pay the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Office of her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for the Home Department ; to the 31st 

March 1842 

Te pay the Salaries and Expenses in the 
Department of her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for ^Foreign Affairs ; and also 
of the Foreign Messengers attached te 
the Department ; to the 31st March 1842 
To pay the Salaries and Expenses in the 
Department of her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for die Colonies ; to the 3let 

March 1842 

To pay the Salaries and Expenses in the 
Departments of her Majesty’s most Ho- 
nourable Privy Council, and Committee 
of Privy Council for Trade ; to the 31st 

March 1842 

For the 8alary of tht Lerd Privy Seal ; to 
the Slat March 1842 . • . • 

To defray the Charge of the Office of her 
Mqjeaty'a Paymaster-General ; to the 
3lat March 1842 . 

To pay the Salaries and Contingent Ex- 
panses in die Departments of the Comp- 
troller-General of the Exchequer, the 
Paymasters of Exohequer-bille, and the 
Paymaster of Civil Services , to the 
31st March 18421 . . . . ♦ 

To defray the Charge of the Salaries and 
Alowipro granted te certain Professors 


SUMS 

Voted or Granted. 

£■ *• d. 

8,369 0 0 

30,000 0 0 

30.000 9 0 

5,000 0 0 
1,689 0 0 

5.000 0 0 

58.000 0 0 

53,600 0 0 

21.500 0 0 

88.000 0 0 

20.000 8 0 

31.500 0 0 
3,000 0 0 

34^47 0 0 


BUMS 

Pud. 

£■ '■ d. 

4,000 0 0 

30,000 0 0 
17,427 13 9 

• • • • 

1,200 0 0 

e e • • 

8,998 13 9 
35,006 14 5 
11,434 17 4 

44,845 2 8 

6,058 0 3 

23,663 6 10 
853 5 * 

25,473 10 0 


1T^»0 0 0 [ W 1 
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SERVICES — continued* 


SUMS 

Voted or Granted. 


<£• 8 . d • 


SUMS 

Paid. 


£• s* d. 


in the Universities of Oxford and Cam* 
bridge ; to the 31st March 1842 . 

To defray the Charge of the Salaries of the 
Commissioners of the Insolvent Debtors’ 
Court, of their Clerks, and the contingent 
Expenses of the Court and Office, to the 
31st March 1842 ; also of the Expenses 
attendant upon the Circuit . 

To defray the Expense of the General 
Penitentiary at Milbank : to the 31st 

March 1842 

To defray the Expense of the Prison for 
Juvenile Offenders at Parkhurst in the 
Isle of Wight j to the 31st March 
1842 ••••«». 

To defray the Salaries and Expenses of the 
State Paper Office ; to the Slst March 
1842 

To defray the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Eng- 
land ; to the 31st March 1842 
To defray the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Commissioners for carrying into Execu- 
tion the Act for the Amendment of the 
Laws relating to the Poor in England and 
Wales, and the Act for the Relief of the 
Destitute Poor in Ireland: to the Slst 

March 1842 

To pay, to the 31st March 1842, theSala-’ 
nes and Incidental Expenses of the Com- 
missioners appointed on the part of her 
Majesty, under the Treaties with Foreign 
Powers, for preventing the illegal Traffic 
in Slaves 

To defray, to the Slst March 1842, the 
Charge of the Salaries of her Majesty’s 
Consuls-General, Consuls and Vice-Con- 
abroad, and of the Superintendents 
of Trade in China ; also of the contingent 
Expenses of such Consuls-General, Con- 
suls and Vice-Consuls, and Superintend- 
ents of Trade in China .... 
To defray the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Inspectors and Superintendents of Fac- 
tones ; to the 3lst March 1842 . 

To defray the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Inspectors of Prisons ; to the 31st March 
1842 • • , 

To defray the Expenditure of the Mint ; 

to the 31st March 1842 
To defray tl e Expenses of the Commission 
respecting the Employment of Children 
in Mines and Collieries; to the 31st 
March 1842 . . . . . 


2,006 0 0 

2,006 0 0 

13,358 0 0 

6,679 0 0 

19,444 0 0 

11,277 0 0 

6,185 0 0 

t • t 

2,282 0 0 

70 IS 8 

3,000 0 0 

755 6 0 

58,155 0 0 

43,451 10 7 

16,500 0 0 

! 

10,000 0 0 

11S,592 0 0 

77,252 6 7 

9,000 0 0 

4,520 17 7 

6,200 0 0 

31,400 0 0 

1,424 12 0 

• • « * 

5,000 0 0 

4,700 0 0 
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SERVICES — continued. 


To defray the Charge of Allowances and 
Compensations to Persons formerly em- 
ployed in the Public Offices or Depart- 
ments, or in the Public Service ; to the 

31st March 1842 

To enable her Majesty to grant Relief, to 
the 31st March 1842, to Toulonese and 
Corsican Emigrants, Dutch Naval Offi- 
cers’ Widows, St. Domingo Sufferers, 
American Loyalists, and others who have 
heretofore received Allowances from her 
Majesty, and who, for Services performed 
or Losses sustained in the British Service, 
have special Claims on her Majesty’s jus- 
tice and liberality . • • . • 

To defray the Expense of the National 
Vaccine Institution ; for the year 1841 . 
Towards die Support of the Refuge for the 
Destitute ; for the year 1841 
To defray the Expense of confining and 
maintaining Criminal Lunatics in Beth- 
lem Hospital ; to the 31st March 1842 . 
To pay, to the 3lst March 1842, the usual 
Allowances to Protestant Dissenting Mi- 
nisters in England, poor French Refugee 
Clergy, poor French Refugee Laity, and 
sundry small charitable and other Allow- 
ances to the poor of St. Martin’s-in-the- j 
Fields, and others .... 
To defray the Charge of her Majesty’s 
Foreign and other Secret Services ; to 
the 31st March 1842 . • 

To defray the Expense of providing Sta- 
tionery, Printing, and Binding for the 
several Departments of Government in 
England, Scotland, Ireland, and the Colo- 
nies ; and for providing Stationery, Bind- 
ing, Printing, and Paper for Printing, for 
the Two Houses of Parliament, including 
the Expense of the Stationery Office ; to 
the 31st March 1842 . • • 

To defray the Expense of Law Charges ; 

to the 31st March 1842 . . 

To defray the Expense of the Convict Hulk 
Establishment at Home and at Bermuda ; 
to the 31st March 1842 . . 

To defray the Charge of maintaining Con- 
victs at New South Wales and Van Die- 
man’s Land ; to the 31st March 1842 . 
To defray Expenses for the support of cap- 
tured Negroes and liberated Africans, 
under the Acts for the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade ; to the 31st March 1842 . 
To pay the Salaries of the Persons em- 

Di< 


SUMS SUMS 

Vatfed or Granted. Faid. 

£. 9. d. £• 9- d. 

82.000 0 0 42,659 17 9 

6,500 0 0 1,900 0 0 

1,850 0 0 1,850 0 0 

3,000 0 0 3,000 0 0 

3,390 0 0 .... 

3,900 0 0 

39,200 0 0 20,023 1 0 

207,494 0 0 108,365 13 7 

28.000 0 0 19,000 0 0 

78,880 0 0 35,122 18 8 

265,000 0 0 .. 

25.000 0 0 25,000 0 0 
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SfiRVTC.ES—- continued. 


ployed in the Care and Arrangement of 
the Public Records ; to the 3 1st March 
1842 : and the Compensations to Keep, 
ers of Records, and others whose Offices 
hare been abolished .... 

For Public Education in Great Britain 
To defray the Expenses of the University 
of London ; to the 31st March 1842 . 

To defray the Expenses of the School of 
Design ; for the year 1841-2 
To pay, to the 3lst March 1842, the Al. 
lowances and Expenses of the Barristers 
employed in revising Lists of Voters 
under the Act to Amend the Represen- 
tation of the People in England and 
Wales ...... # 

To defray, to the 31st March 1842, the Ex.* 
penses incurred by Sheriffs formerly paid 
from Civil Contingencies ; also to make 
good the Deficiency of the Fees of the 
Office of the Queen’s Remembrancer in 
the Exchequer, and to pay the Salaries 
and ancient Allowances of certain Officers 
of the Court of Exchequer ... 
To defray, in the year 1841, certain Charges 
heretofore paid out of County Rates . 
For the Payment of the Subsistence of the 
Polish Refugee* ; to the 3lst March 
1842 • . , . , 

To enable the Trustees of the British Mu- 
seum to purchase certain Manuscripts 
and Colleotions of Coins ... 
To pay Compensation to certain British 
Subjects for Losses sustained by the 
Confiscation of Book Debts and Mer- 
chandise on shore by the Spanish Go- 
vernment in the year 1804 , 

Towards defraying the Expense of Steam 
Communication to India by way of the 
Red Sea ; to the 31st March 1842 
To defray the Charge of the Salaries, Al- 
lowances, and Contingencies of the Sti- 
' endiary Justices in the West Indies, 
Mauritius, and Cape of Good Hope ; to 
the 31st March 1842 . , . 

To defray such Expenses as her M*ajfesty 
may incur in aiding the Local Legii 
latures m providing for the Religious and 
Moral Instruction of the Emancipated 
Negro Population .* 

To defray a Portion of the Charge of the 
Colonial Land and Emigration Board, and 
also the Salaries of the Agents for Emi- 
gration ; to the 3Ut March 1842 . 


SUMS SUMS 


Voted or Granted. 

Paid. 

,£• 8 • d 

8. d . 

10,338 0 0 
30,000 0 0 

3,145 19 6 
4,000 0 0 

5,320 0 0 

9,420 6 0 

1,590 0 6 

750 0 0 

29,000 0 0 

27,759 16 1 

12,300 0 0 

4,223 1 10 

147,000 0 0 ] 

94,351 8 9 

12,000 0 0 

4,645 15 2 

7,080 0 0 

3,540 0 0 

56,855 0 0 

56,855 0 0 

50,000 0 0 

25,000 0 0 

58,700 0 0 

26,417 0 8 

30,000 0 0 

28,475 3 8 

6,632 0 0 

$.57* 6 6 
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SERVIC£S~-<K>M<mt<«rf. 


SUMS 

Voted or Granted. 


£. «• d. 


To defray the Expenses of the Expedition 
to the Niger ; to the 31st March 1842 . 
TO enable her Majesty to issue Money in 
aid of Local Subscriptions, towards de- 
fraying the Expense of forming Public 
Walks in the neighbourhood of large 

Towns 

Towards defraying the Expense of the 
Establishment of Schools of Design in 
Provincial Towns, lb did of Local Sub- 
scriptions for that purpose 
For the Purchase bf Pictures to the Na- 
tional Gallery, in the year 1841 
Towards defraying the Expense of a Light- 
house to be erected on Morant Point, 
Jamaica; also oh account of a Light- 
house to be erecthd at Bermuda . • 

Towards defraying the Expenses to be in- 
curred for the C Aisus of the Population 
of Ireland . 

To defray, to the 51 st March 1842, Law 
Expenses, Grants to Scottish Univer- 
sities, and other Charges formerly paid 
out of the Hereditary Revenues in Scot- 
land, and not provided for out of her 
Majesty's Civil List, nor out of the Con- 
solidated Fund 

For the Repair and Improvement of the 
Caledonian Canal • • • • • 

Towards the discharge of the Balance re- 
maining due to the late H. T. Sampayo, 
Conde de Povoa, on the final settlement 
of his Accounts for Supplies of Money 
end Provisions So the British Forces in 
the Peninsula dining the W ar from 1808 

to 1814 

To enable the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
to issue the Sums necessary for the Ad- 
vancement of Education in Ireland ; to 
the 3lat March 1842 . 

To defray the Expense of the Foundling 
Hospital in Dublin ; to the 31st March 

1842 

To defray the Expense of the House of In- 
dustry in Dublin, the Lnnatio Depart- 
ment, the Four General Hospitals, and 
the Dispensary attached ; to the Slit 

Mftrch 1842 

Towards defraying the Expense of the 
Female Orphan House, Circular-road, 
Dublin ; to the Slit March 1842 . 
Towards defraying the Expense of the 
Westmoreland Lock Hospital ; to the 
Jilt Mftteh 184* « . • • 


39,974 0 0 

10,000 0 0 

10,000 0 0 

3.500 0 0 

4.500 0 0 

20,000 0 0 


74,300 0 0 

25.000 0 0 

37,667 0 0 

50.000 0 0 
9,586 0 0 

15,693 0 0 
1,000 0 0 
9,500 0 0 


SUMS 

Paid. 

«£. #. 

10,000 0 0 


5,000 0 0 
1,750 0 0 


9,566 It 8 


34,70 5 9 4 


37*667 0 0 

• • • • 
♦,9t9 1 3 

7,000 0 0 
800 0 0 
,,700 1 »» 
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SERVICES^eow/intt*/. 


Towards defraying the Expense of th« 

&m 2 ? ital . inDu . bUl,; tothe31 » 

Towards defraying the E^pensi of Doctoi 

StohwST^ 1 “ DubUn 10 the SW 

To ^“ ia J e{ nymg the Expense of the 
Fever Hospital and House of Recovery 

1842 * 8treet ’ D “ bUn: to th ® 3lst MardJ 

T ^ ? J e J™^ ,gr Expense of the 

Sju M * r . 1 “? b,, : i to ^ si8t 

TO thnl fra r n e Char ?« °f ^e Romai Ca 

T„„“ U . C C ° U «« e > to t<>e Slat March 1842 

To Z^\n ** Ex P ense ° f ^ 

Ro^l Insh Academy ; to the 31stMarcl 

T °R^H-1. fr8 ^ ,,S s tbe J Ex P e " 8e °f th, 
Ma£h m“ Academy; to the 31a 

To defrajr the Salaries and' Expenses of th« 
»nT£T° ner8 - 0f Charitabl « Donation! 

Marcte B . Ir9l “ d: to ‘h® «■' 

Towards defraying die Salaried and Ex- 
P®“® a . of ^o Kfjal Belfast Academical 
T !T£ ti0 V to Resist March 1842 . 

Mo* ♦ ^ -h* Expense of Repairing and 
Maintaining the several Public Build- 
rags in the Department of the Commit 
sioners of Pubiio Works in Ireland^ 
the Slat March 1842; also for Renaira 
to Donaghadee Harbour P®*™ 

To pay the Salaries and Expenses ’of the 
ri! P E!S e r n * ° f the Cbi efSecreUry to 

Un t^ d ; L ‘ e J ,ten “ t °f Deland, iaDub! 
Rnand London, and of her Majesty’s 
Pnvj Council in Ireland ; also the X 
pense of Printing for the Pubiio Offices 
in Irehmd ; to the 31st March 1842 

the Charge of the Salaries for 
the Officers and Attendants of the 
hold of the Lord-Iaeutonaw of 

to the 31st March 1842 . Irel “ d 5 

To defray the Charge of the Office if the* 
Paymaster of Civil Services in IretLw? 
to the 31st March 1842 . rel “ d ; 

To defray the Charge for publishing* P r < 
clamabons and printing the Statutes i 
Ireland ; to the 31st March 1842 

S^dfn? 9 aT"** ° f Noo-oonfoiuni 
Seceding mid Protestant Dissentin* M 
rnstera in Ireland ; to the Slat March^ 


8UM8 

Voted or Granted. 

SUMS 

Paid. 

£• 9* d 

«£• t, d. 

1,000 o o 

1 1,000 0 0 

1,500 0 0 

1,140 13 0 

3,800 0 0 

3,300 0 0 

500 0 0 

500 0 0 

8,928 0 0 

6,696 0 0 

300 0 0 

300 0 0 

© 

o 

o 

3 

150 0 0 

700 o o 1 

350 0 0 

1,950 0 0 

[ 975 0 0 

16,500 0 0 

11,902 0 0 

*5,085 0 0 

10,068 1 11 

If, 464 0 0 

10,308 6 4 

4,739 0 0 

3,440 7 8 

4,150 0 0 

95 1 8 

34,907 0 0 

17,453 10 0 
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SERVICES— 

SUMS 

Voted or Granted. 

SUMS 

Paid. 

To defray the Charge of Criminal Prosecu- 
tions and other Law Charges in Ireland ; 

£. s. d. 

£. S. d. 

to the Slst March 1842 . • 

Towards defraying the Charge of the Public 
Offices and Metropolitan Police of Dub- 

102,000 0 0 

75,582 7 10 

lin ; to the 31st March 1842 . . • 

To defray the Charge of the Board of Public 
Works in Ireland ; to the 31st March 

38,100 0 0 

23,270 0 0 

1842 . ... 

To defray the Expense of the Townland 
Surrey of Ireland; to the 31st March 

2,784 0 0 

1,800 0 0 

1842 

To defray the Charge of the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Commisaiouers for the 
Improvement of the River Shannon ; to 

7,000 0 0 

7,000 0 0 

the 3lst March 1842 .... 

2,919 0 0 

2,282 0 0 

To pay off and discharge any Exchequer 
Bills charged on the Aids or Supplies of 

18,949,740 11 2 

12,913,711 8 6 

the Year 1841 

21,626,350 0 *0 

10,080,300 0 0 


40,576,090 11 2 

22,994,011 8 6 


• Of thu Sum, £.I,»M,100, haring been subx-ribrd to be funded, wUl not be resnired. 


2 C 


VoL. LXXXIII. 


Digitized by v^oogle 









386 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 
PAYMENTS FOR OTHER SERVICES. 

NOT BEING PART OF THE SUPPLIES GRANTED FOR THE 
SERVICE OF THE YEAR. 


— 

PAID. 

Reti meted 
further Payment', 

Expenses in the Ofllceof the Commission- 
ers for Building additional Churches, 
per Act 58 Geo. HI. c. 45. 

F or Interest on Exchequer Bills, charged* 
on the Aids or Supplies . 

£• s, d. 

i 

6,000 0 0 

409,000 0 0 

£. #4 d. 

• • • . 

330,394 9 11 

415,000 0 0 

330,394 9 11 
415,000 0 0 

I otAl Services not voted . . 

Amount of Sums voted 

745,394 9 11 
40,576,090 J1 2 

Total Grants and other Services , 

41,321,485 1 1 


WAYS AND MEANS. 

FOR ANSWERING THE FOREGOING SERVICES — 


SU 4 m Vi«.c!4 br °. UgM . f ~ m th# C ° nS0,ida(e d Fund, p. r Act 

— ssl „ srL sLix™-'-* '■ 

®“ r P 1 “ 5 ? f , Wa ya and Mews, per Act 4 & 5 Vici c 53 ‘ 

Como]*, or by ,b. Im;-. of El ^ u8r !»' Oral. 

“SRKi »• - 

Ditto 5 Viet, c li* * * ’ of.11,000,000 

' ”* * • • 10,686,350 


£. s. d. 

8 , 000,000 0 0 
6, *00,000 0 0 
3,000,000 0 0 
47,308 18 0 


2,467,438 0 0 


19,714,740 18 0 


21,626,350 0 • 0 


Totai Sum* end other Services not voted 
Surplus of Ways and Means . 


41,341,090 18 0 
41,321,485 1 1 


19,605 16 11 


Billon ^iip^y^iv^jp’boen 1 Funded. 110 ^ ^ nu * e< *> in consequence of a si^ su. of Kxcheque, 
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PUBLIC 

Of Great Britain and Ireland, and the 
DEBT. 


GREAT BRITAIN.* 


ditto. 

ditto. 


)t doe to the South? 
ea Company . . J at 3 P« T e«nt 

South Sea Annuities ditto. 
v South Sea Annuities 
th Sea Annuities, 1751 
t due to the Bank of? 
nglaml . . , f 

k Annuities created? 

1726 . . 

nolidated Annuities . 
uced Annuities . 


ditto. 


ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 


Total at 3 per cent. 


aitifs 3$ per cent, anno 1818 . 
iced 3 j per ceut. Annuities 
3 4 per cent. Annuities 
5 per cent. Annuities . 


Total, Great Britain 


IN IRELAND. 
Consolidated Annuities, 3 per? 

Reduced Annuities, ditto * 
r cent. Debentures sad Stock 
eed 34 per cent. Annuities 
3J per cent. Annuities . 

® P« r c ent. Annuities 
J^^Jhe Bank of Ireland, at| 


>er cent. 

Total, Ireland . 

Total, United Kingdom . 


i. CAPITALS. 


£. 


3,662,784 8 6, 
3,497.870 2 7 
2,460,830 2 10 
*23,100 0 0 
11,015,100 0 0 


4. CAPITALS 
transferred to the 
Commissioners. 


£. 


M. d. 


826,636 0 0 
369,770,368 17 10* 
126,652,035 5 8 


1,295 18 

668,792 4 
967,281 5 


318,408,724 15 5| 


9,897,035 17 
66,433,816 13 
145,051,040 13 
430,076 3 


740,220.694 5 4f 1,789.155 0 3 


1,637,369 8 4 


1,516 

34,414 

115,855 


6 11 
0 1 
4 11 


3,284,013 6 

115,016 12 
14,606,121 6 
912,958 14 
12,546,666 19 
3,673 11 
2,630,769 4 


34,099,219 14 3 


774,319,913 19 7 J 


1,789,155 0 3 


a. CAPITALS 
UNREDEEMED. 


£. 


3,662,784 8 6} 

3,497,870 i T 
2,460,830 2 10 
523,100 0 0 

11,015,100 0 0 


825,340 1 9 


369,101,576 13 3| 
125,684,754 0 2 


516,771,355 9 l| 


9,895,519 10 10 
66,399,402 IS 4 
144,935,185 8 8 
430,076 3 2 


738,431,539 5 If 


3,284,013 6 5 


115,016 12 
14,606,121 6 
912,958 14 
12,546,666 19 
3,673 11* 


2,630,769 4 8 


34,099,219 4 3 


772,530,758 19~ 4j 


1 ^ 10 Geo, IV. C. 27 which c*m * . . 

a " noa,, y applicable to tte ReZX^nf JuIy ’ ,829 ’ mhci *' “ That (he 

h«Jl be the Sum which shall appear tot fh P nmnS Na J«>nal Debt of the United King- 
Wmdthe Expenditure of the sLd nivL v^ a ° f thc whole actual annual surplus 
ccordmgly receivedby the Commisstoner.^ti . Klf * d ?» n . »“d the following Sums hare 
iing Sums on account of Donations and ^l!!? to the Reaction of the said Debt, 


ON ACCOUNT OF 


licable between 

5th Apri! and 5th July, 1841 . 

f? , /f nd , 10th October, 1841 ! * 

l fith ober ' 1 8 J 1 » ’th January 1842 
’th January and 5th April, 1848 . . 



e whole of the Debt cn»* 4 ~t *. .. 

>*r Cm. Con.olW.tni Annniti^ i. tacMrtTn" 


I 


TiDED DEBT 

ijatkraipon, it the 5th Jan 
CHA 


i 

GREAT 1 


' tel lkrat oi Ub». 

; Capital . . . 

: expire i860 

; is»»peHGto.4,c.22, 

; s.L«c . . . 

. l®csperlOG«.l,c. 2 i, 

; ^ iIL 4, c. H, expire 

; ^^xnperioib . . 

? ‘; r lA iuuutia per 48 
: ; 6 Seo. 1, e. 142, 10 
:* S»V.24,andj 
; r t . Will. i f c.l 4 . .1 
: l®tnwiBd')Eadi8h 
• ~ 

J: e«tiwpeT f 
-2l«te Acts.) Irigfc . 


£. 


23 , 267.6 
. 293, 9 


1,315,1 


te* . . 


27,357,3 


27 ^ 5 17,6 


ABS1 


* 


cartaia 


£. 


V Shillings t 

CAPTTAU 

Cl 

tk» Cote ' 

uni 



1 .189,155 

73! 

3 

* 1 > ? 89 ,I 55 

T7 
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FUNDED DEBT 

Chabge thereupon, at the 5th January, 1 842. 

CHARGE. 


— 

IN 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

IN 

IRELAND. 

TOTAL 

ANNUAL CHARGE. 




£. s. d. 

£. s. d . 

£. *. d. 


Annual Interest on l T nrc- 




J I 

deemed Capital . 

23,267,698 4 9 

1,176,532 12 9J 


0 

Long Annuities, expire 1860 

1,293,947 4 6 

489 18 10 


■g 

Annuities per l Geo. 4, c. 22, 





do. 

1867 . 

385,740 0 0 

. 



Annuities per lOGeo. 4, c. 24, 




1 1 

and 3 Will. 4, c. 14, expire 




3 ( 

at various periods 

1,315,090 12 9 

. 


CL ' 

<s « 

Life Annuities per 48 




.2 


Geo. 3, c. 142, 10 




■** 

f C 

Geo 4, c. 24, and 3 





i?«5 , 

Will. 4, c. 14. 

840,777 10 6 

. 


e 

3 

-Q 

Tontines and t English 

19,843 19 3 

- 


fi 

*•3 

other Life A n-f 





>> = 

nuitie* per f 





l Si 

L various Act*. J Irish . 

34,230 8 7 

6,823 7 3 





27,357,330 0 4 

1,183,845 18 10$ 


Management 



160,282 12 9$ 

- ' * 



Total Annual Charge 

27,517,612 13 l£ 

1,183,845 18 10$ 

28,701,458 12 0 


ABSTRACT. 


• # * Shillings and Pence omitted. 



CAPITALS. 

CAPITALS 
tnnifcmd to 
the Com* 
mimionen. 

CAPITALS 

unredeemed. 

ANNUAL CHARGE. 

- 

Due to the 
Public Creditor. 

Management. 

TOTAL, i 

23 ^ 

£. 

740,220,694 

34,099,219 

£. 

1,789,155 

£. 

738,431,539 

34,099,219 

£. 

27,357,330 

1,183,845 

£. 

160,282 

£. 

774,319,913 

• 1,789,153 

772,330,758 

28,541,175 

1 dO, 282 

28,701,438 


On account of Donations and Bequests . 

• of Stock unclaimed 10 years or upwards . 
of Unclaimed Dividends . . . 


£. d. 
279,1 75 7 8 
420,379 12 7 
1 ,089,300 0 0 


1,789,135 0 3 
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F 



JVAVIGATIOiV OF THE UNITFJD KiJVOXXOM. 

New Vessels Built — Number of Vembls, with the Amount of their Tonnage, that were Built and Registered i: 
several Ports of the British Empthe, in the Years ending the 5th January 1840, 1841, and 1842, respectively. 











NAVIGATION OF THE UNITED KINGDOM— conttnaerf. 

he Foreign Trade. — An Account of the Number of Vessels, with tlw 
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LIST OF THE GENERAL ACTS 

Passed in t he Fourth Session o f the Thirteenth Parliament of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.— 4? 5 ° Viet. 


IV & V Vict. 

LAN Act to settle an Annuity on 
A Lord Keane, and the Two next 
surviving Heirs Male of the Body of 
the said Lord Keane to whom the 
Title of Lord Keane shall descend, 
in consideration of his great and 
Brilliant Services. 

II* An Act for punishing Mutiny and 
Desertion, and for the better payment 
of the Army and their Quarters. 

HI. An Act for the Regulation of Her 
Majesty's Royal Marine Force while 
on shore, 

IV. An Act to apply the Sum of Eight 
Millions out of the Consolidated Fund 
to the Service of the Year One thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-one. 

V. An Act to facilitate the Recovery 
of Arrears of Tithe Compositions in 
Ireland, vested in Her Majesty under 
the Provisions of an Act of the First 
and Second Years of Her present 
Mgjesty, for abolishing Compositions 
for Tithes in Ireland, and for substi- 
tuting Rent-charges in lieu thereof. 

VI. An Act to continue, until the Fourth 
day of August, One thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two, and to the 
End of the next Session of Parlia- 
ment, the several Acts for regulating 
Turnpike Roads in Ireland, which 
will expire at or before the end of 
the present Session of Parliament, or 
at or before the end of the Session of 
Parliament next after the Fourth Day 
of August One thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-one ; and to amend the 
Acts for regulating Turnpike Roads 
in Ireland . 

VII. An Act to amend the Acts of the 
last Session for taking Account of the 
Population. 

VIIL An Act to reduce the Duty on 
Rum and Rum Shrub, the Produce of 
and imported from certain British 
Possessions in the Bast Indies into the 
United Kingdom* 


IX. An Act for removing Doubts as to 
the continuance of certain Local Turn- 
pike Acts. 

X. An Act for extending to the County 
of the City of Dublin the Provisions 
of an Act passed in the Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Years of His late Majesty 
King George the Third, in Ireland, 
intituled An Act to prevent the de- 
testable Practices of houghing Cattle , 
burning of Houses, Bams , Haggards , 
and Corn , and for other Purposes, so 
far as relates to burning of Houses. 

XL An Act to indemnify such Persons 
in the United Kingdom as have omitted 
to qualify themselves for Offices and 
Employments, and to extend the Time 
limited for those Purposes respect- 
ively until the Twenty-fifth Day of 
March One thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two ; and for the Relief of 
Clerks to Attornies and Solicitors in 
certain Cases. w . 

XII. An Act to enable Her Majesty s 
Commissioners of Woods to make a 
new Street from Coventry Street , Pic- 
cadilly, to Long Acre , and for other 
Improvements in the Metropolis. 

XIII. An Act to authorize the Ad- 
vance of a Sum of Money out of the 
Consolidated Fund on account of the 
Colony of South Australia. 

XIV. An Act to make good certain 
Contracts which have been or may be 
entered into by certain Banking and 
other Copartnerships. 

XV. An Act for the Erection at Edin- 
burgh of a Monument to the late Sir 
Walter Scott. 

XVI. An Act to enable the Commis- 
sioners of Wide Streets to sell, and 
Her Majesty to purchase, certain He- 
reditaments in the City of ZM/m on 
the North Bank of the River Anna 

XVlL*An Act to abolish Arrest inper- 

Court of Exchequer in Ireland* 
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X y m. An Act to make further Pro- 
vision lor facilitating and completing 
the Distribution and Payment of Com- 
pensation i for Slaves upon the Abo- 
lition of Slavery. 

Xl pi' for ra ' 8in tf the Sum of 

bleven Miihons by Exchequer Bills, 
for he Service of the Year One thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-one. 

, An Act to alter and amend certain 
haws relating to the Collection and 
Management of the Duties of Ex- 
cise. 

X a 8 1, pffiTt AC i t !° r r ? ndeT '"g « Release 
Pri.lf il U ? f ° r the Conve yance of 
lp« B !^? d ek Estates 88 8 Lease ^ Re- 

\ y n e the 8ame R ar t»es. 

^ o°f S e and° U pee?s of 

oa S esoTFelo^y PUnUhment in 

^ThV-. A c " A £‘ *° 8U *pend, until the 
1 hirty.first Dav of Augutl Oqe thuu- 
“ n , d * l 8 l ! t hundred and forty-two, the 
S * of Lists and the Ballou and 
Enrolments for the Militia of the 
Un'ted Kingdom. * * 

AXtV An Act to amend an Act to 

uilinT'/T ?°"T 10 He ^ of U- 
to.l in Acot/anrf, and to autboriae X 

,t' e , 0f r tDta, ed ^ nds for the Pay- 
men^t of certain Debu affecting the 

®A«AC t° amend and continue 
for One Year, and to the eqd of X 

wvera'rAcu relaUng to^he Tmporta! 

‘ sS s 

eight honied a^7ort?| e hree. OUSand 
Plete the Contract for the Sale of 

xxfin r Y Cerlaln 

AA VIII. An Act to prevent Plaintiff,* 

imported into the United Kln„a ®* 

fo/ the Service of the Yei r g aTe 

thousand eight hundred and forty- 

XXX. An Act to authorize and focili- 
tate the completion 9 f a Survey of 


Great Britain, Berwick upon Tweed, 
and the Isle af Man. 

XXXI. An Act to provide for the Sur- 
render of Premises formerly used for 
Lourt Houses, but no longer used for 
Y y v r P ur P ose » in Ireland. 
aaaII. An Act to amend an Act to 

vyvm? the Practice of Vaccination. 

, * An Act to amend the Acts 
lor Regulating Turnpike Roads in 
England, so far as they relate to cer- 

YYY n Ti/ Xemption8 from T< >1I* 

AAAI v. An Act to explajn and amend 
an Act of the Fifth Year of King 
y forge the fourth, for repealing cer- 
tain Duties on Law Proceedings jn the 
Courts in Great Britain and Ireland 
T * s P e c} l ™ly,Wd for better protecting 
v n Dut lf 8 pnyahie upon stamped 
YYY,r Um, a P8 T chment » or Rnper. 

n r*. An Act For Commutation 

of certain Manorial Rights in respect 

0 Lands of Copyhold and Customary 

1 ®o ure > and ip respect of other Lands 
subject to such Rights, and for fecili- 
^ting the Enfranchisement of such 

l i an d for the Improvement of 
such Tenure. K ^ 

*1T XV J- An Act to amend an Act of 
t *L e // F,fth Sixth Years of King 
Wdltam the Fourth, “ for the more 
Recovery of Tithes;” and ta 
ake away the Jurisdiction frqm the 
Ecclesiastical Courts in all Matters 
relating to Tithes of a oertaia 
Amount. 

XXXVII. Act for the more easy 
°J Ar rears of Compositions 
iot I Abes from Persons of the Per- 
Pcop e Quakers, 

X , Act 1° afford further 

facilities for the Conveyance and Ein- 
dowmeut uf sites f w School*. 
aaa'X. An Act (o explain and amend 
Two several Acts relating totbeBc- 
Commissioners for Eng- 

X ^ A " A ® 1 •?, e u>P°wer the Cummis- 
reUe M° He f Ma i e6t y’ 8 Woods to 
m , f°r certain Improve- 

!t e Metropolis on the Sc- 
Crown with® *? nd ff® ve 1 ue * of the 

J^pTASS 1 - 11 ^ 
x?z a si“::r ? r L ndu9try 

{nade, conSleti* ptS 
«ge, for the lawful Furporoa of such 
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Houses of Industry and Workhouses, 
in certain Cases, in Ireland* 

XLIJ. An Aci to remove Doubts as to 
t be Division of the Parish of Winter- 
burnt, in the County of Gloucester, 
into Two Parishes, 

XLJIL An Act to continue, until tbe 
Thirljrfirst Day of December One 
thousand eight hundred and forty- 
two, and until the find of tbe then 
next Session of Parliament, an Act of 
tbe Tenth Year of King George the 
Fourth, for providing for the Govern- 
ment of His Majesty’s Settlements in 
Weitcru Australia on the Western 
Coast of No HoHamd . 

XUV. An Act to continue, until the 
Thirty-first Day of December One 
thousand eight hundred and forty- 
two, and from thence until the find 
of the next ensuing Session of Par- 
liament, certain Aots for providing 
for the Administration of Justice in 
New South Wales and Van Diemen's 
Dwt, and for the more effectual Go- 
vernment thereof. 

XLV. An Act to amend an Act passed 
in the Third and Fourth Years of the 
Keign of His late Majesty King Wil- 
liam the Fourth, intituled An Act to 
amend the Laws relating to Sewers. 

XLV1. An Act to empower the Com- 
missioners for the Issue of Exchequer 
Bills for Public Works to complete 
the Works authorized to be made by 
an Act of the Sixth and Seventh 
^ears of His late Majesty King IVil- 
liam the Fourth for improving the 
Navigation and Harbour of Tralee in 
the County of Keiry ; and to extend 
the Time for that Purpose. 

XLV1I. An Act to amend an Act of 
the la6t Session, for continuing and 
amending the Laws for the Relief of 
Insolvent Debtors in Ireland. 

XLVHI. An Act to l ender certain Mu- 
nicipal Corporations rateable to the 
Relief of the Poor in certain Cases. 

NLIX. An Act to provide for repair- 
ing, improving, and rebuilding County 
Bridges. 

An Act to make further Provision 
relative to the Returns to be made by 
Banks of the Amount of their Notes 
in Circulation, 

11 • Au Act to amend au Act of the 
Third Year of King George the 
fourth, for regulatingTurnpikc Roads 
^ Bug land ; and also au Act of the 
Fifth and Sixth Years of King Wit- 
the fourth, for Consolidating 


the Laws relating to Highways in 
Bugland. 

LI I. An Act to amend an Act of the 
Fourth Year of Her present Majesty, 
intituled An Act for facilitating the 
Administration of Justice in the Court 
of Chancery . 

LI1I. An Act to apply certain Sums of 
Money to the Service of the Year 
One thousand eight hundred and 
forty-one, and to appropriate the 
Supplies granted in this Session of 
Parliament. 

LIV. An Act to continue, until the 
First Day of January One thousand 
eight hundred and forty-four, an Act 
of the last Session of Parliament, for 
continuing an Act for amending and 
extending the Provisions of an Act of 
the First Year of Her present Ma- 
jesty, for exempting certain Hills of 
Exchange and Promissory Notes from 
the Operation of the Laws relating to 
Usury. 

LV. An Act further to continue, until 
the First Day of April One thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two, an Act 
of the Third and Fourth Years of the 
Reign of Her present Majesty, in T 
tituled An Act to amend the Laws re - 
iating to Loan Societies. 

LV1. An Act for taking away the Punish- 
ment of Death in certain Cases, and. 
substituting other Punishments in 
lieu thereof. . , r 

LVII. An Act for the Prevention of 
Bribery at Elections. 

LVIII. An Act to amend the Law tor 
the Trial of controverted Elections. 

L1X. An Act to authorise for One 
Year, and until the End of the then 
next Session of Parliament, the Ap- 
plication of a Portion of the Highway 
Wes to Turnpike Roads, in certain 


*An Act to altar and amend certain 
cts regulating Madhouses in Scot- 
nd, and to provide for the Custody 
dangerous Lunatics# 

. An Act to defray the Charge of 
e Pay, Clothing, and contingent and 
her Expences of the Disembodied 
ilitia in Great Britam and Ireland, 
d to grant Allowance* in certain 
ises to Subaltern Officers, Ad)V* 
Dts, Paymasters, Quartermasters, 
irgeons/ Assistant Surgeons, Sur- 
ens’ Matas, and Sergeant Mai 0 " 
the Militia, u»Ml U»e Fi*»» 

One thuuaand aigbt hundred 

id forty- two. 
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LOCAL AND PERSONAL 
ACTS, 


xiii. An Act for granting further Powers 
to the North Midland Railway Com- 


Declared Public, and lo be 
judicially noticed. 

'* \ ** A *‘ l ° amend the Acte relating 

.. ^ Co^ 8nd& “ M -“' M ' er " 
An Act to enable the Preston and 

...aSfflum oK°ey. P8 ° y 10 

in. An Act to alter and amend the 
Powers and Provisions of an Act 
passed in the Seventh Year of the 
Re-gn of King WiUiam the Fourth. 

c/co U Cd An r A L Ci f 0 * ietfer P avin g. 
cleansing, lighting, watching, and 

'"Pr^ngthe Town «/ Whitb y.iu the 

of j he Cmn *y »/Y ork ; 

nd to allow a Drawback in certain 

. granted.^ 0 ” 1 ^ Duties thereb y 

iv. An Act for regulating Legal Pro- 
CT^ings by or against the York and 
London Assurance Company. 

v. An Act to enable •« The Glasgow 
jFWqi. and ? reenwk Railway Com. 
pany to raise a further Sum of 
Money ; and to amend and enlarge 
t e Powers and Provisions of the 

. A ? te gating to the said Railway 

vi. An Act to enable the Durham and 
Sunderland Railway Company to raise 
a further Sum of Money; and for 

Ms# Acte for £ 

North WfaV^iLyCom^n/to 
raise a further Sum of Money- To 
Sntav “"“‘if A PP~“h to the said 
relating thereto.* 0 ““'“d the A ^ 

V, Pro^ietV:fThe e t e n c C A 0m r ny «f 

Waterworks ,o raTsea forthe^ 

,X "ce A dings by°or turafost'th 7* Pr °' 

LifeArau^nce^n?. 6 BrUm *‘ 

X 'to the CWc^'na?/ 11 ' ACU reUtin « 

Xi ^ n ^ r 5SS* 

xi i~^ t f erSu -n7M C oneyr y *° 

to to7r f i r further Powers 

Company?*" ^ Blackball Rtdhray 


. Pany. 

xiv. An Act to amend and enlarge some 
of the Provisions of the Acts relating 
to the Eastern Counties Railway, and 
to authorize the Company to raise a 
further Sum of Money for the Pur- 
poses of the said Undertaking. 

xv. An Act for the better lighting with 
Gas the Borough of Derby, and seve- 
ral Parishes and Places adjacent 
thereto. 

xvi. An Act for improving certain 
Parts of the Townships of Bilton with 
Harrow gate and Pannal, called High 
and Low Harrow gate, in the West 
Riding of the County of York; for 
protecting the Mineral Springs and 
regulating the Stinted Pasture in the 
said Townships. 

xvii. An Act for the Administration of 
the Poor-laws in the Parish of Saint 
Luke, Chelsea , in the County of Mid- 
dlesex, and relating to the Highways 
in the said Parish. 

*viii. An Act for the more effectual 
Preservation and Improvement of the 
Fisheries in the River Annan, in the 
County of Dumfries, and in the 
Streams and Waters running into the 
same, and on the Shores or Sea Coast 
adjacent to the Mouth or Entrance of 
the said River. 

xix. An Act for more effectually re- 
pairing and improving certain Roads 
passing through or near the Town of 
Ilminster , in the County of Somerset . 
**• An Act for maintaining certain 
Roads in the County of Cambridge, to 
be called M The Stumpcross Roads.” 

xxi. An Act for repairing several Roads 
leading from the Town of Barnstaple, 
in the County of Devon, and for 
making several new Lines of Road 
connected therewith. 

xxii. An Act for more effectually re- 
2\i nn ? ^ 0B< ^ fr°m the Western 
aide of the New Forest, near Christ- 
church , to the Boundary of the Parish 

Hants****™' 81, 411 in the Coun ^ of 

**»!• A" Act J? r ““king a Turnpike 
Wmbame Minster, in the 
county of Dorset, to Piddletown, in the 

Serefiom° ty ’ With cert » in Branchea 

A d Act to en able the Northern 
and Eastern Railway Company to 
Devia tion* in the Line 
°f th«ir Railway, and to alter and 
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amend the several Acts relating to 
the said Railway. 

xxv. An Act for enabling the Manches- 
ter and Leeds Railway Company to 
raise a further Sam of Money. 

xxvi. An Act to enable the West Dur- 
ham Railway Company to raise a fur- 
ther Sum of Money ; and to amend 
the Act relating to the said Railway. 

xxvii. An Act to light with Gas and 
supply with Water the Townships of 
wand New Accrington and Church , 
in the County Palatine of Lancaster, 

xxviii. An Act to alter, amend, and 
enlarge the Powers and Provisions of 
an Act for lighting with Ga9 the Port 
and Town of Liverpool and Township 
of Toxteth Park, in the County of 
Lancaster; and for lighting with Gas 
the several Townships of West Der- 
by* Everton , Kirkdale , Walton-on- 
t he- Hill , Bootle-cum-Lineacre , Li- 
therland, Cheat Crosby , Waver tree, 
and Gar st on, in the County of Lan- 
caster, 

Mix. An Act for enlarging the Powers 
of the Acts for building a Bridge 
over the River Avon, from Clifton to 
the opposite Side of the River, in the 
County of Somerset, 

xxx. An Act for enabling the Trustees 
of the Liverpool Docks to erect Tran- 
sit Sheds on the West Quay of the 
Prince’s Dock , to make a Wet Dock 
with Warehouses on the Quays, and 
to construct other Works, and to 
raise a further Sum of Money ; and 
for enlarging the Powers of the Act9 
relating to the Docks and Harbour of 
Liverpool ; and for other Purposes re- 
lating thereto. 

Mxi. An Act to repeal certain of the 
Provisions of an Act passed in the 
First Y«*r of the Reign of His Ma- 
jesty King George the Fourth, for 
improving Parts of the Line of Road 
between the Borough of Plymouth 
and the City of Exeter , through Ash - 
burton and Chudleigh, in the County 
of Devon. 

Mxii. An Act for repairing the Road 
leading from Brent Bridge, Devon, 
to Gashing Street , in or near the 
Borough of Plymouth, in the said 
County. 

Mxiii. An Act for more effectually re- 
pairing the Road from Cranford 
Bridge to Maidenhead Bridge, with 
Roads thereout to Eaton Tmcn End 
and to the Great Western Railway, 
and from Langley Broom to Datchet 


Bridge, all in the Counties of Middle^ 
sex and Bucks. 

xxxiv. An Act for repairing the Roads 
from Coventry to Warwick , and from 
Coventry to Martyn's Gutter, in the 
County of the City of Coventry and 
in the County of Warwick , and other 
Roads communicating therewith, in 
the said County of Wancick. 
xxxv, An Act for more effectually re- 
pairing and improving the Road from 
Market Harborough, in the County of 
Leicester, to Brampton , in the County 
of Huntingdon. 

xxxvi. An Act for repressing Juvenile 
Delinquency in the City of Glasgotv. 
xxxvii. An Act for completing and 
maintaining a new Church in Birken- 
head, in the County of Chester . 
xxxviii. An Act for amending and en- 
larging the Provisions of the several 
Acts relating to the Great North of 
England Railway Company ; and for 
other Purposes relating thereto, 
xxxix. An Act to amend the Acts re- 
lating to the London and South- 
western Railway Company; and to 
authorize an Agreement between tbe 
said Company and certain Inhabitants 
of Wandsworth and Battersea respect- 
ing an alleged loss in their Supply of 
Water. 

xl. An Act for extending, enlarging, 
and amending some of the Provisions 
of the Act relating to the Great Lein- 
ster and Munster Railway, 
xli. An Act for extending and enlarg- 
ing some of the Provisions of the Acts 
relating to the Bristol and Exeter 
Railway. 

xlii. An Act to enable the Northern 
and Eastern Railway Company to 
make a Branch Line of Railway ; and 
to alter and amend the several Acts 
relating to the said Railway, 
xliii. An Act for making a Railway to 
be called the Wilsontown , Morning- 
side, and Coltness Railway, in the 
Counties of Lanark and Linlithgow. 
xliv. An Act to alter, amend, and en- 
large the Powers granted to the New- 
castle-upon-Tyne and Carlisle Railway 
Company ; and to authorize Altera- 
tions in the Line of the Railway, 
xlv. An Act for improving and regu- 
lating the Markets within the City 
and Borough of Wells, in the County 


of Somerset. 

slvi. An Act to alter, amend, and en- 
large the Powers and Provisions of an 

Act passed in the First Year of the 
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R«ign of Her present Majesty, in- 
tituled An Act for regulating the 
Market in the Town of Exmouth, in 
the County of Devon, 
xlvii. An Act to alter and amend an 
Act passed in the Thirteenth Year of 
the Reign of King George the Third, 
mr the better regulation of Pilots and 
Bridgemen, and for laying down 
Moorings and preventing Mischief by 
Fire, in the Port of King's Lynn. 
xlviii. An Act to amend an Act for the 
Formation of a new Cut or Channel, 
and for otherwise more effectually 
improving the Port and Harbour of 
Belfast. 

xlix. An Act for maintaining Gourdon 
Harbour, in the Countyof Kincardine . 
1. An Act for making and maintaining 
a Harbour at Scrabster Roads , in the 
Bay of Thurso and County of Caith- 
t ness, and Road thereto, 
li. An Act for authorizing the Newport 
Dock Company to raise an additional 
Sum of Money ; and to amend the 
># Acts relating thereto, 
lii. An Act to enable the Ipsioich Dock 
Commissioners to raise a further Sum 
of Money. 

liii. An Act for making a Pier in the 
Parish of Portbury , in the County of 
Somerset , with Works and Approaches 
connected therewith, 
liv. An Act to enable the Monkland 
Canal Company to raise a further Sum 
of Money. 

lv. An Act to consolidate, amend, and 
enlarge the Powers and Provisions of 
the several Acts relating to the Forth 
ana Clyde Navigation, 
lvi. An Act to extend and amend the 
Acts relating to the Newry Naviga- 

h\i. An Act to repeal an Act passed in 
the Sixteenth Year of the Reign of 
Kresty King George the Third, 
for the Encouragement and Improve- 
ment of the Pilchard Fishery carried 
th * lthl ? Bay of Saint i n 
the County of Cornwall; and to make 
other Provisions in lieu thereof. 

I vyi. An Act for draining certain Fen 
Lands and Low Grounds in the Parish 
of AbnmfL in the County of Cam- 
improving the Navi- 
gation of the Lodes or Navigable Cuts 
passing through the same. 

a ^- for amehdin & the several 
Acts relating to the Edinburgh and 
Glasgow Du ion Canal, and for en- 
larging the Cobbinshaw Reservoir. 


lx. An Act to amend an Aet of Her 
present Majesty for making and main- 
taining a Reservoir at Deanhead , in 
the Parish of Huddersfield, in the 
West Riding of the County of York. 
Ixi. An Act to enable the WafafHd 
Waterworks Company to raise a fur- 
ther Sum of Money. 

Ixii. An Act for supplying Birkenhead 
and other Townships in the Hundred 
of Wirrall, in the County of Chester, 
with Gas j and for supplying Birken- 
head aforesaid with Water* 

Ixiii. An Act to establish a general 
Cemetery for the Interment of the 
Dead in the Parishes of Saint Dun- 
stan, Stepney , and Saint Leonard, 
Bromley, in the County of Middlesex. 
Ixi v. An Act for further extending the 
Powers of several Aets for enabling 
the Commissioners of Wide Streets, 
Dublin, to widen and improve certain 
Ways, Streets, and Passages in the 
City and County of Dublin, and for 
raising Funds to enable the said Com- 
miesioners to carry the same into 
execution. 

Ixv. An Act to alter* amend, and en- 
large some of the Powers and Pro- 
visions of the Aets for paving Snd 
otherwise improving certain Streets 
in the Parish of Saint Panertts, in the 
County of Middlesex, 
lxvT. An Act for amending an Act 
passed in the Twenty-seventh Year 
l ^ e Reign of King George the 
1 bird, for paving, cleansing, lighting, 
watching the Streets and other 
,! ,c Pa,8a ? C8 and Places within the 
Walls of the City of Canterbury and 
the Liberties thereof and other Places 
near the said City. 

lx Y. ,i# , An Act for paving, gravelling, 
lighting, cieauaing, draining, and Im- 
proving the Hamlet of Kentish Tom 
and its Vicinity, in the Parish of 

dles!L PaHCrtW * ' n C ° UD * of ***** 

Ixviii ; An Act for paving, lighting, 
watching, cleansing, and otherwise 
improving the Town of Middles- 
the Neighbourhood there- 
«#•’ v U l , he North Biding of the County 
therein * ^ f<>r •^Wishing a Market 

ix,x *. An Act for paving, cleansing, and 
owerwise improving the Town and 
Borough of Stanford, In the Counties 
m Lincoln and Northampton . 
xx. An Act to authorize and provide 
tor certain Improvements in the 
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Town ahd Parish of Walton-te-Soken, 
otherwise fVatton-on-the-Naze, in the 
County of Essex. 

luK An Act to alter and extend an Act 
patted in the First Year of the Reign 
of Her present Majesty, intituled An 
Ant for regulating’ and improving the 
Borough of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

IxxiL An Act for better assessing and 
collecting the Poor Rates in the Bo- 
rough of Kidderminster , in the County 
of Worcester* 

luiii. An Act for the more easy and 
tpeedy Recovery of Small Debts within 
the City and County of the City of 
Exeter. 

lraiv. An Act for extending the Juris- 
diction of the Hatfield Court of Re- 
quests to certain Places in the West 
Riding of the County of York , and 
in the Counties of Lincoln and Not- 
tingham. 

hr*f. An Act to extend the Jurisdic* 
tion of the Kingsnorton Court of Re- 
quests, and to amend the Act relating 
thereto. 

Ixxri* An Act for the more easy and 
■peedy Recovery of Small Debts 
within the Town and Borough of 
Am mceeton and other Places in the 
Counties of Cornwall and Devon • 

fcxvii* An Act for the more easy and 
•pwtiy Recovery of Small Debts 
Within the Town of Blackburn, and 
other Places in the County of Lan- 
caster. 

l*xviii. An Act for the more easy and 
•peedy Recovery of Small Debts 
"tthin the Town and Borough of 
Wigan, Ohd the Tbwns of Chorley 
■nd OrmekiTk) and other Places 
therein mentioned, in the County 
Paldtine. of Lancaster* 

™*. An Act to amend an Act of Her 
present Majesty* for the more easy 
end speedy Recovery of Small Debts 
within the Borough of Netoark and 
other Places in the Counties of Not- 
tingham and Lincoln. 

l*xx. An Act for tne more easy and 
speedy Recovery of Small Debts 

Within the Towh of Tbtnes, in the 

County of ifet**, ahd other Pieces in 
the said County. 

lxxxi. An Act for the more easy and 
speedy Recovery of Small Debts 

within and adjoining the District 
called The Staffordshire Potteries • 

Ixxxii. An Act for the more easy and 
speedy Recovery of Small Debts 

within the Towns of Saint Helens and 


Preseot, and Planes adjacent, in the 
County Marine of Lancaster. 

lxxxiii. An Act for the more easy and 
speedy Recovery of Small Debts 
within the Towns of Burnley and 
Colne, and Places adjacent, in the 
County Palatine of Lancaster. 

Ixxxiv. An Act for the more easy and 
speedy Recovery of Small Debts 
within the City and Borough of New 
Sarrnn , and other Places, in the Coun- 
ties of Wills, Hants, and Dorset. 

lxxxv. An Act for the more easy and 
speedy Recovery of Small Debts 
Within the Town of New Sleaford , in 
the County of Lincoln, and other 
Places in the same County. 

Ixxxvi. An Act for the more easy and 
speedy Recovery of Small Debts 
within the Town of Gains bttrgh, in 
the County of Lincoln , and other 
Places in the Counties of Lincoln and 
Nottingham • 

Ixxxvii. An Act for the more easy and 
speedy Recovery of Small Debts 
within the Town or Borough of East 
Retford , in the County of Notting- 
ham, and other Places in the Coun- 
ties of Nottingham, York, and Lin- 
coln, 

lxxxviii. An Act to incorporate the 
Proprietors of the Mesrkrook Sough, 
and to enable them to levy and raise 
certain Royalties, Dues, and Tolls, 
for the Continuation and Maintenance 


thereof. . _ 

xxix. An Act to enable u The Patent 
Rolling and Compressing Iron Com- 
pany” to purchase certain Letters 
Patent, and to sue and be sued. 

>. An Act for regulating Legal Pro- 
ceedings by or against “ The Rhym - 
ney Iron Company,” and for granting 
certain Powers thereto. 

»i. An Act for forming and establish- 
ing “ Stead's Patent Wooden PaVing 
Company,” and to enable the saiu 
Company to purchase certain Letters 
Patent, ahd for confirming the same, 
til. An Act to enable the Church of 
England Life and Fire Assurance, 
Trust, and Annuity Company to sue 
and be sued in the name of the 
Managing Director or other Officer 
of the Baid Company, 
tiii. An Act for regulating Legal Pro- 
ceedings by or agaiost the Neptune 
Marine Insurance Company* 

riv. An Art for enabling Tbe Jin. 

perinl Life Iwumnee Company to 
•diet the Mode of Appropriation of 
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Profits directed by their Deed of Set- 
tlement, and for regulating Legal Pro- 
ceedings by or against the Company, 
xcv. An Act for regulating Legal Pro- 
ceedings by or against “ The Hull 
Flax and Cotton Mill Company.’* 
xevi. An Act to enable the “ Scottish 
Marine Insurance Company” to sue 
and be sued, and for other Purposes, 
xcvii. An Act for further and more ef- 
fectually repairing and maintaining 
certain Turnpike Roads in the Coun- 
ties of Roxburgh and Dumfries. 
xcviii. An Act for more effectually 
widening and improving the Road 
from Wells to Highbridge , with a 
Road thereout to Cheddar, all in the 
County of Somerset . 
xeix. An Act for more effectually re- 
pairing and maintaining several Roads 
leading to and from the Town of 
Bradford , in the County of Wilts, and 
for maintaining a Bridge over the 
River Avon, at Stokeford , in the said 
County. 

c. An Act for repairing the Roads lead- 
ing from Hen ley -upon - Thames to Cul- 
ham Bridge , and to the Chancellor s 
Milestone near Magdalen Bridge , in 
the County of Oxford. 
ci. An Act for repairing the Road from 
Blakedoton Pool, in the Parish of 
Hag Icy, in the County of Worcester , 
into the Borough of Birmingham , in 
the County of Warwick . 
cii. An Act for repairing the Turnpike 
Road from Barnstaple to Braunton , 
in the County of Devon , and for 
making certain new Lines of Road to 
communicate with the same, 
ciii. An Act for repairingand improving 
the Roads commonly called the Sedg- 
ley Roads , in the County of Stafford, 
and for making a new Line of Road 
connected therewith, in the said 
County. , 

civ. An Act for repairing the Road 
from Dewsbury to Leeds, in the West 
Riding of the County of Pork, and 
for making.and repairing a new Line 
of Road leading therefrom, 
cv. An Act to amend an Act passed in 
the Eleventh Year of the Reign of 
King George the Fourth, for repair- 
ing and improving the Road ntrai 
Brighton to Shoreham and Lancmg, 
in the County of Sussex, and for other 
Purposes connected therewith. 
cV i. AnActforrepairingand improving 

the R°ad from Selby to Leedt.m the 
West Riding of the County of York. 


evii* An Act for repairing, improving, 
and maintaining the Road from a 
place in the Parish of Nuffeld , in the 
County of Oxford , through Walling 
ford and Wantage to Farringdon , in 
the County of Berks. 
cviii. An Act for more effectually re- 
pairing, maintaining, and improving 
certain Roads leading to and from the 
City of Lincoln . 

cix. An Act for repairing the Turnpike 
Road from Tinsley to Doncaster , and 
for making certain new Lines of Road 
to communicate with the same, all in 
the West Riding of the County of 
York. 

cx. An Act for making and maintaining 
a Turnpike Road from Cripps Comer, 
in the Parish of Ewhurst , in the 
County of Sussex, to Gills Green, in 
the Parish of Hawkhursl , in the 
County of Kent. 

cxi. An Act for repairing and maintain- 
ing the Road from the Mayor's Stone 
in Abingdon , to Chilton Pond , in the 
County of Berks. 

cxii. An Act for improving the Streets 
and Public Places, and erecting a 
Town Hall and improving the Mar- 
kets, in the Township of Blackbwm, 
in the County Palatine of Lancaster. 
cxiii. An Act for the better Drainage 
of Lands in Bourn North Fen and 
Dyke Fen, in the Manor and Parish of 
Bourn , in the County of Lincoln. 
cxiv. An Act for maintaining and re- 
pairing, as Turnpike, a certain Road 
commencing at or near the North- 
west Gate of the Woodside Hotel 
Stable-yard, In the Township or 
Chapel ry of Birkenhead, and ter- 
minating at or near the Cottage of 
Henry Berry , in the Township of 
Little Meals, in the Parish of West 
Kirby , in the County of Chester , and 
for levying Tolls for that Purpose* 


PRIVATE ACTS, 

Printed by the Queen’s Printer , 
and whereof the Printed Copies 
may be given in Evidence . 

1. AN Act for inclosing Lands in the 
J\. Parish of Bamach with Pi Is gate 
and Southcrpe, in the County of 
Northhampton. 

ii. An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Parish of Colfyweston, and within the 
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Precinct8of West Hay , in the County 
of Northampton . 

iii. Ad Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Manor of Eccle shill, iu the Parish of 
Bradford , in the West Riding of the 
County of York. 

i?. An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Parish of Bury, in the County of 
Sussex. 

v. An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Parish of Eccleshall, in the County of 
Stafford, 

?i. An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Parish of Gamlingay, in the County 
of Cambridge . 

vii. An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Manor of Waning ore, in the County 
of Sussex. 

viii. An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Parish of XJplyme, in the Countv of 
Berm. 

ix. An Act for the Division of the Rec- 
tory of Winwick, in the County Pala- 
tine of Lancaster . 

x* An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Parish of Bedingham , in the County 
ot Norfolk. 

xi. An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Parish of Upper Hey ford) in the 
County of Oxford. 

xii. An Act for inclosing Lands in tjie 
Parish of Cheveley, in the County of 

Cambridge . 

xiii. An Act to amend an Act of the last 
Session of Parliament for inclosing 
Linds in the Parishes of Whittle sea 
Saint Mary and Whittlesea Saint An- 
drew, in the County of Cambridge. 

XI ** 4 n ^ or * nc l° R ‘ n £ Lands in the 
Parish of Marsh Gibbon , in the County 
of Buckingham. 

xv ; Act for dividing, allotting, and 
inclosing Lands in the Parish of El - 
in the County of Norfolk. 

*v>. An Act for inclosing the Commons, 
Droves, Banks, and Waste Lands in 
the Parishes of Levering ton , Tid 
an d Outwell , in the Isle 
Sr * n the County of Cambridge. 
ii- An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Manor and Tithing of Olveston, within 
tne Parish of Olveston , in the County 
JJ Gloucester. 

XTm *A n Act for inclosing theCommons 
™ Waste Lands in the Township 
Manor of Brimington , in the 

. ^nty of Derby. 

x«x. An Act for dividing, allotting, and 
n closing the Commons and Waste 
Jfnds lying within the Hamlet of 
tou ™°n, in the County of Warwick, 

' 01. LXXXIII. 


and the Hamlet of Kercsley , in the 
County of Warwick, and County of 
the City of Coventry , or one of them. 

xx. An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Parish of Whitmore, in the County 
of Stafford. 

xxi. An Act for inclosing and improving 
Lands in the Parishes of Saint Helen 
and Saint Nicholas, Abingdon, in the 
County of Berks. 

xxii. An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Parish of Great Harwood , in the 
County of Buckingham. 

xxiii. An Act for settingoutand allotting 
certain Portions of the Lands in 
Whaddon Chase, in the County of 
Buckingham, in lieu of the Common 
Rights upon the said Chase, and for 
extinguishing such Common Rights. 

xxiv. An Act for severing the Chapelry 
of Roivley Regis from the Vicarage of 
Clent, in the County of Stafford ,* and 
for the Sale of certain Lands situate 
in the Parish of Rowley Regis, and 
belonging to the Vicarage of Clent, 
with the Chapelry of Rowley Regis 
annexed, and thereby providing a 
Residence and Maintenance for the 
Curate or Officiating Minister of Row- 
ley Regis ; and for other Purposes. 

xxv. An Act to empower the Dean and 

Chapter of Westminster to grant 
Building Leases in certain Parts of 
the City of Westminster ; and for 
other Purposes. . 

xx vi. An Act to confirm to Sir Edward 
Bowyer Smyth, Baronet, the Advow- 
son of District Churches within the 
Parish of Saint Giles , Camberwell, m 
the County of Surrey. 

xxvii. An Act for vesting certain Real 
Estates devised by the Will of Thomas 
Whittaker, Esquire, deceased, m 
Trustees, upon Trust to be bold, and 
for laying out the Money arising 
therefrom in the Purchase of other 
Estates, to be settled to the same 
Uses. 

xxviii. An Actfor extending the Powers 
of the Trustees under the Settlement 
on the Marriage of the Reverend 
James Jackson with Miss Eliza Houl- 


*An Act for empowering the Trus- 
ts of Henry Bxckerlon Whitehouse 
i Mary his Wife, and of the Cha- 
in of the said Mary Whitehouse, 
lease or sell the Mines and Mine- 
a in and under, and to lease Partol 
» Surface of a certain Freehold L-s- 
e called the Hill Top Faint, situate 
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in the Parish of Wcstbromwich , in 
the County of Stafford , and also to 
sell the Estate. 

xxx. An Act for vesting the Lands and 
Barony of Lundin and the Lands of 
Ailhernie , and certain other Herit- 
ages, in favour of James Erskine 
Wemyss, Esquire, and his Heirs and 
Assigns, in Fee Simple, on Condition 
of certain Parts of the Lands and 
Barony of Me thill, and other Lands, 
being settled in lieu thereof in Fee 
Tail. 

xxxi. An Act to authorize the granting 
of Leases and Conveyances for Mining 
Purposes of Estates at Northwing- 
field , in the County of Derby, the 
Property of Frederick Ijord Clay and 
his infant son Richard Clay. 

xxxii. An Act for vesting certain Estates 
situate in the County of Leicester , 
devised by the Will of Catherine 
Moyer, spinster, in Trustees, upon 
Trust to convey the same in Ex- 
change for certain other Estates situate 
in the same County. 

xxxiii. An Act for selling a Part of the 
Entailed Estate of Newton , in the 
County of Haddington , and applying 
the Price towards discharging Part of 
the Debts incurred in improving the 
said Entailed Estate ; and also for 
exchanging certain Parts of the En- 
tailed Estate for Lands held in Fee 
Simple. 

xxxiv. An Act to amend An Act for 
vesting Estates, of which Gifford 
Warriner , Esquire, a Lunatic, is Te- 
nant in Tail, in Trustees for Sale, and 
also for effecting a Partition of cer- 
tain Parts thereof, and for granting 
Leases f and to enable the said 
Trustees to make Conveyances in 
Fee, subject to Rent-charges, and 
Leases for long Terms of Years, at 
reserved Rents, of the unsold Por- 
tions of the said Estates, and to 
make Sale of the Rent-charges and 
of the Reversions in Fee expectant on 
the Leases. 

xxxv. An Act for carrying into effect a 
Contract between Edward Grestey 
Stone and John At t wood. Esquires, 
for the Sale of the Coptfold Hall Es- 
tate, in the County of Essex , to the 
said John Allwood, and for investing 
the Purchase Money in other Estates, 
to he settled to the same Uses ; and 
also for authorizing the Exchange of 
certain Lands and f foreditamenls in 
the Counties of Worcester and Glou- 


cester, devised by the Will of John 
Stone, Esquire, deceased. 

xxxvi. An Act for authorizing Leases lo 
he granted of the Bitrross Estate, inthe 
Parish of Kingswinford , in the County 
of Stafford , devised by the Will of 
Thomas Westwood , deceased, to Tho- 
mas Westwood during his Life, and 
after his decease, upon the Trusts of 
such Will. 

xxxvii. An Act to enable the Trustees of 
the Trust Estates in Scotland of John 
Bowes Ijyon, late Earl of Strathmore 
and King lawn, deceased, to advance 
and pay certain yearly Sums on behalf 
of Thomas George Lyon Bowes, com- 
monly called Lard Glamis , his Grand- 
nephew, who in certain events will 
become entitled to the Trust Estates 
in question. 

xxxviii. An Act to enable theTrusteesof 
the Hospital of Saint John the Bap 
list, in the City of Winchester, to 
cflect an Exchange with Sir Edmund 
Antrubus, Baronet, under the Au- 
thority of the Court of Chancery. 

xxxix. An Act to enable theTrusteesof 
the Will of the late Peter Dutton, 
Esquire, to make Sale of Part of the 
Estates devised by the same Will, 
and to lay out the Money arising from 
any such Sale in the Purchase of other 
Estates, to he settled to the subsisting 
Uses of the said Will, and to make 
Conveyances in Fee, or Demises for 
long Terms of Years, of other Part of 
the said Estates, for the purpose uf 
Building on and otherwise improving 
the same, and also to apply a Sum of 
Money arising from the Sale of Part 
of the Estates devised by the said 
Will, in carrying the aforesaid Object* 
and Purposes into execution. 

xl. An Act for ascertaining and de- 
fining the Glebe Land of the Rector 
of Abingtm alias Abingdon , in the 
County of Northampton , and for | 
Building a Parsonage House for such 
Rector. 

xli. An Act for effecting a Sale and 
Conveyance from the Feoffees or Trus- 
tees of the Parish of Saint Mildred, 
Bread Street, in the City of London, 
to the Fishmongers’ Company, and 
for investing the Purchase Money in 
other Estates, to be settled to the 
same Uses. 

xlii. An Act to amend an Act passed in 
the Second and Third Years of the 
Reign of Her present Majesty, in- 
tituled An Act to authorite the Sale 
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of certain Land*, Tenements, and 
Hereditaments in the Counties of Kent 
and Northampton, formerly belonging 
to WHlmm Marshall, of Clifford '« Inn, 
in the City of London, Gentleman , 
deceased, and far other Purposes in- 
cidental thereto . 

xliii. An Act for effecting an Exchange 
between the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Great 
Yarmouth, in the County of Norfolk, 
and the Trustees of a Charity in the 
said Borough, called «• The Chil- 
dren’s Hospital.” 

xliv. An Act for enlarging the Power to 
grant Leases contained in the Will of 
Alexander Lyon Emerson, Doctor of 
Medicioe, deceased; and for other 
Purposes. 

xlv. An Act to enable the Trustee* of 
the Oldbnry Charity to grant Build- 
ing Leases. 

xlvi. An Act for vesting in the Overseers 
of the Poor of the Township of Black - 
latm, in the County Palatine of Lan- 
caster , Parts of the Town $ Moor, for 
Sale or other Disposal thereof, 

xlvii. An Act to enable the Trustees of 
the Chapelry of Smethwick , in the 
County of Stafford, to demise Coal 
and other Mines, and to grant Build- 
ing Leases. 


PRIVATE ACTS, 

Not Printed . 

xlviih An Act for Naturalizing Henry 
tritium Ferdinand Bolckow . 

*lix. An Act for Naturalizing Gustavus 
Heyn. 

1- An Act for Naturalizing Frederick 
oalomo Bogdan . 


li An Act for inclosing Lands in the 
Townships or Divisions of Doven- 
by and Papcastle, in the Parish of 
Bri dekirk, in the County of Cumber- 
land. 

lii. An Act for Naturalizing Charles 
Christopher Burgett. 

liii. An Act to dissolve the Marriage 
of Nalhamel Bogle French Sinner, 
Esquire, with Charlotte Shawe, his 
now wife, and to enable him to marry 
again; and for other Purposes therein 
mentioned. 

liv. An Act to dissolve the Marriage of 
John Pascal Larkins , Attorney at 
Law, with Eliza Bird, his now Wife, 
and to enable him to marry again ; 
and for other Purposes therein men- 
tioned. 

lv. An Act to dissolve the Marriage of 
Harry Dent Goring, Esquire, with 
Augusta , his now Wife, and to enable 
him to marry again ; and for other 
Purposes therein mentioned. 

lvl. An Act to dissolve the Marriage of 
Thomas Wyatt , Esquire, with Eliza - 
heth Grey , his nt>w Wife, and to 
enable him to Marry again ; and for 
other Purposes therein mentioned. 

lvii. An Act to dissolve the marriage of 
John Hall, Esquire, with Jemima 
Caroline , his now Wife, and to enable 
him to marry again ; and for other 
Purposes. 

lvlii. An Act for Naturalizing Marzio 
Francois Giordano. 

lix. An Act for Naturalizing Philipp 
Jacob Pas savant, and Philipp Johann 
Passavant, Theodor Passnmnt , Mari/ 
Magdalen Johanna Passavant, Jacob 
Rudolph Passavant, and Henrietta 
Marinne Laura Louisa Augusta Pas- 
savant, his Children. 
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PRICES OF STOCK in each Month in 1841, 

Highest and Lowest . 
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AVERAGE PRICES OF BRITISH CORN. 

FROM THE RETURNS. 



Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oat a. 

Rye. 

Beaus. 

Peas. 


s. 

d. 

8. 

d. 

Sm 

d. 

H 


8 . 

d . 

8. 

d. 

anuary 22 . . 

60 

6 

32 

6 

21 

mm 



40 

7 

40 

3 

'ebruary 20 . 

61 

1 

32 

6 

21 

8 

mm 


39 

9 

39 

6 

larch 26 . . 

62 

9 

32 

5 

22 

6 

35 

5 

39 

7 

39 

1 

\prii 23 . . 

64 

0 

32 

10 

23 

0 

35 

4 

39 

6 

39 

1 

lay 21 . . . 

63 

5 

32 

0 

23 

1 

35 

6 

39 

0 

38 

3 

lune 22 . . . 

62 

1 

30 

6 

22 

4 

35 

1 

38 

2 

38 

1 

[ u!y 20 . . . 

63 

6 

31 

5 

22 

1 

34 

11 

38 

6 

40 

6 

Vugust 20 . . 

60 

6 

34 

5 

23 

4 

36 

1 

41 

2 

44 

3 

September 24 . 

72 

2 

38 

5 

23 

11 

38 

7 

43 

)1 

46 

0 

)ctoberl5. . 

64 

1 

35 

9 

22 

5 

38 

0 

42 

9 

42 

2 

November 23 . 

64 

8 

32 

2 

22 

1 

38 

6 

39 

9 

39 

10 

)ccembcr2l . 

64 

4 

32 

0 

22 

3 

42 

3 

39 

9 

40 

0 


WERAGE PRICES OF HAY, STRAW, & CLOVER V LOAD. 


January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

1 June. 

Hay. 

4 0 to 5 0 
Straw. 

1 14 to 2 2 
Clover. 

A 0 to 6 0 

Hay. 

* i to 5 5 
Straw. 

l l* to 2 i 
Clover. 

5 0 to 6 0 

Ha>. 

4 0 to 5 5 

Straw. 

2 2 to 2 10 
Clover. 

5 0 to 6 6 

Hay. 

4 5 to A 2 C 

Straw. 

[2 0 to 2 4 
Clover. 

5 0 to 6 0 

Hay. 

13 to 4 IT 
Straw. 

1 16 to 2 2 
Clover. 

5 0 to 6 0 

Hay. 

3 3 to 1 15 
Straw. 

1 is to 2 1 

Clover. 

5 0 to 6 0 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Bay. 

10 to 5 2 6 
Straw. 

0 to 2 5 
Clorer. 

0 to 6 0 

Hay. 

35 to 4 15 
Straw. 

2 6 to 2 12 
Clover. 

4 0 to 6 0 

Hay. 

3 10 to 4 15 

Straw. 

2 6 to 2 10 
Clover. 

4 0 to a 0 

Hay. 

30 to 4 13 
Straw. 

1 16 to 2 0 
Clover. 

4 0 to 6 0 

Hay. 

3 3 to 4 10 

Straw. 

1 16 to 2 0 
Clover. 

4 4 to 5 15 

Hay. 

3 o to l 15 
Straw. 

1 13 to t 2 
Clover. 

4 0 to 5 16 


AVERAGE PRICES OF BUTCHERS’ MEAT. 


Arerage Prices per Stone of 8 lbs. in SmithfieM Market, in 1841. 





Beef. 

Mutton* 

Veal. 

Pork. 




I. 

d. 


4* d. 


d. 


6. 


8m 

d. 


s. 

d. 

8. 

d. 

f. 

rf. 

ao. . 

• 


3 

4 

to 

4 8 

4 

2 

to 

5 

2 

5 

0 

to 

6 

0 

4 

6 to 

5 

6 

eb. * 

• 


3 

4 

to 

4 8 

4 

4 

to 

5 

2 

5 

8 

to 

6 

6 

4 

6 to 

5 

6 

larch 


• 

3 

4 

to 

5 0 

3 

10 

to 

5 

6 

5 

0 

to 

5 

8 

4 

2 to 

5 

0 

Ipril . 


• 

3 

4 

to 

4 6 

4 

0 

to 

h 

2 

5 

4 

to 

6 

0 

4 

8 to 

5 

4 

lay , 


• 

3 

2 

to 

4 10 

3 

8 

to 

5 

4 

5 

0 

to] 5 

8 

4 

0 to 

4 10 

une . 



3 

2 

to 

4 8 

3 

4 

to 

5 

0 

4 

4 

to 

5 

4 

4 

Oj to 

4 10 

uly . 



3 

6 

to 

4 10 

4 

0 

to 

6 

0 

4 

8 

to 

5 

6 

4 

2 to 

5 

2 




3 

4 

to 

4 8 

4 

0 

to 

5 
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BILLS OF MORTALITY, from December 29, 1840, to 
December 28, 1841. 


Christened 


r Males . 7,584 


?»'«» II 


{t 1 ® 1 ** * 1 14 - 6M 

females 7,385 J 


Increase in the number of Burials this year 358 : 
Whereof have died, 


CJndcr two years of age 
Between two and five 
Five and ten . . . 

Ten and twenty . . 

Twenty and Thirty . 
Thirty and forty . . 


Forty and fifty 1343 

Fifty and sixty 127® 

Sixty and seventy 145# 

Seventy and eighty 1255 

Eighty and ninety 479 

Ninety and one hundred ... 51 


Table of the Number of Bankrupts and Declarations of Tnsolvbnct. 


January 
February 
March * 
April . 
May . . 
June . • 

July • • 
August # 
September 
October. 
November 
December 


England. 

Ireland. 

Scotland. 

Tout. 

108 

5 

29 

142 

113 

12 

30 

155 

113 

10 

32 

155 

138 

4 

39 

181 

129 

4 

35 

168 

123 

8 

37 

168 

94 

6 

35 

135 

105 

5 

43 

150 

92 


36 

133 

67 

2 

32 

101 

82 

3 

33 

118 

142 

l 

40 

183 

1,306 

62 

421 

1,789 


Drdmtion* 
of Insolvency, 


METEOROLOGICAL TABLE FOR 1841. 
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Average of the Weekly Liabilities and Assets of 
c of England, from October, 1840, to October, 1841 : — 


Liabilities. 


Assists. 


Circulation. 

£. 

16.798.000 

1 6.446.000 1 


Deposits. 


£. 

6.396.000 

6.337.000 


Total. 


£. 

23.194.000 

22.783.000 


Securities. 


£. 

22.319.000 

22.078.000 


Bullion. 


£. 

3.729.000 

3.511.000 


Total. 


£. 

26.048.000 

25.589.000 


16,112,400 

16.230.000 

16.372.000 

16.537.000 

16.587.000 

16.615.000 

16.632.000 

16.821.000 

17.228.000 

17.481.000 

17.592.000 

17.272.000 


7.049.000 

7.365.000 

7.567.000 

7.212.000 

7.225.000 

7.242.000 

7.218.000 

7.746.000 

7.956.000 

8.052.000 

7.529.000 

7.385.000 


23.161.000 

23.595.000 

23.939.000 

23.749.000 
•23,812,000 

23.857.000 

23.850.000 

24.567.000 
•25,184,000 

25.533.000 

25.121.000 
•24,657,000 


22.362.000 

22.595.000 

22.725.000 

22.328.000 

22.082.000 

21,817,000 

21,601,000 

22.275.000 

23.012.000 

23.567.000 

23.428.000 

23.127.000 


3.557.000 

3.816.000 

4.076.000 

4.339.000 

4.638.000 

4.921.000 

5.098.000 

5.170.000 

5.106.000 

4.975.000 

4.713.000 

4.491.000 


26.919.000 

26.411.000 

26.801.000 
•26,667,000 

26.720.000 
*26,738,000 
*26,699,000 

27.445.000 

28.118.000 

28.542.000 
•28,141,000 

27.618.000 


Amount of Notes circulated in England and Wales 
tb Banks and by Joint Stock Banks, for each Quarter 
ir ending 30th September, 1841. 


rters ending 

Private Banks. 

Joint Stock 
Banks. 

Total. 

1840* .. . 

£. 

6,575,838 

£. 

3,798,155 

£. 

10,373,993 

j, 1841 . . . 

6,322,579 

3,644,258 

9,966,837 

u • • • 

6,444,395 

3,807,055 

10,251,450 

veeks ending 
1841* . . . 

5,768,136 

3,311,941 

9,080,077 


* In poftnance of 4 and 5 Viet. c. 50, p. 138. 
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UNIVERSITY HONOURS. 


UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD. 


EXAMINATIONS, term.— paschal, 1841. 
In Liter is Humanioribus, 


Classis i. 

Carden, James, Merton . 

Chretien, Charles P. Brasen-nosc. 

I led ley, William, Queen's, 

Karslake, Edward K. Christ Church • 
Nortbcote, James S,, Corpus • 

Classis ii. 

Bellamy, James, St, John's, 

Chepmell, William H. Magdalen Hall. 
Clough, Arthur H. Balliul. 

Foulkes, Edmund S. Jesus . 

Garbett, Edward, Brascn-nose. 

Harris, Henry, Magdalen. 

Mant, Frederick W. New Inn Hall . 
Prior, Herman L. Trinity. \ 

Pritchard, Henry, Corpus. 

Kendall, John, Balliol. 

Smith, Robert P. Pembroke. 

Stretch, Theodore C. B. Worcester. 
Terry, Michael, Lincoln. 

Walker, John, Brasen-nose. 

Classis III. 

Chase, Temple H. Queen's. 

Compton, Berdmore, Merton . 

Dowding, William C. Exeter . 

Garside, Charles B. Brascn-nose. 

Gibbs, Henry H. Exeter . 

Govett, Henry, Worcester. 

Kingdon, Paul A. Exeter. 

Le Mesurier, John, Christ Church. 


Mercier, Louis P. University • 
Moberly, Charles E. Balliol. 

Marton, Matthew C. Exeter . 

Murray, Francis H. Christ Church. 
Rust, George, Pembroke. 

Winnington Ingram, Arthur H. Christ 
Church. 

Classis iv. 

Archer, Charles H. Balliol. 

Barnes, Walter, Christ Church. 
Clifford, Charles C. Christ Church. 
Cobb, William, Christ Church. 
Collyns, Charles H. Christ Church* 
Darnell, Nicholas, New College. 
Evans, David J. Jesus. 

Groom, John, Wadham. 

Harris, Herbert, St. John's. 

Hunt, Augustus A. Exeter. 

Jackson, William, Worcester. 

Lewis, Lewis, Jesus . 

Moorsom, Richard, University • 
Norman, John P. Exeter. 

Poole, William, Oriel. 

Smith, John, Magdalen Hall . 

Sutton, Robert S. Exeter. 

Teissier, Philip A. de, Corpus. 
Thompson, Charles E. Trinity . 

Toms, Humfrcy W. Exeter. 

Tufnel, Thomas C. Wadham . 

Tylden, William, Balliol. 

Williams, Robert P. Jesus. 


Examiners. 


Richard Michell. Charles P. Eden. 

Edward A. Dayman. William E. Jelf. 


In Disciplinis Mathernaticis cl Physicis . 


Classis i. 

Bellamy, James, St. John's . 
Compton, Berdmore, Merton. 
Hcdlcy, William, Queen's. 
Kingdon, Paul A., Exeter. 

Le Mesurier, John, Christ Church « 
Pritchard, Henry, Corpus. 

Barrow, Francis, fVmlham. 

Groom, John, Wadham . 


Classis hi. 

Chepmell, William H. Magdalen* 
Classis iv. 

Gepp, Edward F. Wadham. 
Harington, Sir John E. Christ Church . 
Smith, William C. H. Exeter . 

Smith, John, Magdalen. 

S wayne, Henry, St. Mary Hall. 
Thompson, Charles, Trinity . 
Tuffhell, Thomas B. Wadham* 


Examiners. 


Robert Walker. William F. Donkin. John A. Ashworth* 
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ER, 1841 . PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


(OURS. EXAMINATIONS. Teem, Michaelmas, 1841. 


'ORD. 

ML, 1841. 

s. 

vt P. Cnirmty 
arlc* E. Balhsi 
the* C. 

nci5 H. Ckrut (m 
Pemknice- 
Ingram, Artisr E u 


Clu«w it. 
les H. M*i 
er, Christ C&& 
rles C. Ckrut 
j, Christ Chmi 
ies H. Christ 0*^* 
iolaSf Nt* 
J./rrtf. 
Watlktm- 
irt, St. Mil 
us A. Enter- 
m, Worcester. 
Jesus. 

hard, WW 
P. Exeter. 
i, Oriel . 
MagJde* 
i Exeter. 
p A. de, Ccrf* 
arles E* 
y lV. Exeter. 
is C. 

m, Baltic 

;rtP 


den. 

elf. 





/» Lilcris Humanioribus. 


Classis i. 

Chase, Drummond P. Oriel, 

Hutchins, William T. Worcester. 
Prichard, Constantine £. Balt sol. 
Rawstorne, William E. Christ Church • 

Classis II. 

Ashworth, Philip S. Alban Hall. 
Beswick, Charles, St. John's. 

Blackett, John P. B. Christ Church. 
Brine, James G. St. John’s . 

Butler, Paul, Christ Church . 

Harrison, Christopher R. All Souls. 
Hayter, George G. Oriel. 

Langborne, Charles H. Exeter. 

Lea, William, Brazen-nose. 

Maclachlan, Archibald, N. C. Exeter . 
Marshall, James, Christ Church. 
Mountain, Jacob G. Merton. 

Pocock, Isaac J. J. Merton , 

Prat, Richard, Merton. 

Sumner, Robert, Balliol. 

Webster, Alex. R. St. Mary's Hall. 
Webster, Montague, Lincoln. 

Classis hi. 

Carden, Lionel, University .1 
Crowder, John H. Merton. 


Jones, Timothy, Magdalen Hall . 
Lcmpriere, Charles, St. John's. 
Macintosh, Joseph, Christ Church. 
Phillimore, Greville, Christ Church . 
Joper, John, Magdalen Hall. 
Townend, John, Oriel . 

Wilson, Theodore P. Brasen-nose. 


Classis iv. 

Belcher, Brymer, Wadham. 
Chapman, Edward J. Wadham. 
Collier, Charles J. Magdalen Hall. 
Cripp8, Charles, Magdalen Hall. 
Ellis, Edward, St. Mary Hall. 

Fort, Henry, Balliol. 

Heaton, Charles W. Jesus. 
Hemsted, John, Magdalen Hall. 
Jemmett, George E. Trinity. 
Jenkins, William J. Balliol. 
Kennicott, Beniamin C. Oriel. 
Levien, Edward, Balliol. 

Milner, William, Christ Church. 
Round, Edmund, Balliol. 

Smith, Charles J. Christ Church . 
Stroud, Richard A. H. Wadham. 
Thurland, Francis E. New College. 
Walker, Robert, Lincoln. 
Warneford, John H. Worcester. 


E. A. Dayman. 
C.P. Eden. 


Examiners. 

1 W. E. Jelf. 
| A. C. Tait. 


In Disciplinis Maihematicis 

Classis ii. 

Battereby, John H. Balliol. 


. Classis iu. 

Brine, James G. St. John’s. 
Umpriere, Charles, St. John's. 
Marshall, James, Christ Church. 
* wiss, Edward R. University. 


et Physicis. 

Wilson, William, Wadham. 

Classis iv. 

Allen, William, Magdalen Hall. 
Jackson, William, Queen’s. 
Macfarlane, Edward M. Lincoln. 
Shand, George, Queen's. 


Examiners . 

R ‘ Walker * W. F. Donkin. J. A. Ash worth. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 


EXAMINATIONS. Mathematical Tripos. 1841 . 

Moderators, { Alexander Thurtell, M. A. Cuius . 

1 Edwin Steventon, M. A. Corpus. 

Examiners < FIcnry Wilkinson Cookson, M. A* Peter’s . 

I Edward Brumell, M.A. John's. 


Wranglers. 

Ds. Stokes ........ Pemf/rokc . 

Jones Trinity. 

tykes Pembroke. 

Ragland Corpus, 

Houltbee John's. 

Swaiuson Trinity. 

Smith, y Trinity. 

! >ovvt * r Pembroke. 

Bull John's. 

Inch bald John’s. 

Scott . • .John's. 

IBggot John’s. 

Lovell John’s. 

Dali Magdalen. 

Edwards .1 „ J Queen’s. 
Boren. . Queen's. 

Wnglcy John's. 

Fisher . Jesus. 

Smith Trinity. 

Sangstcr, 0 John’s. 

Had lam Pembroke. 

PiRgotC Peter’,. 

Wcde.nan Catherine. 

Ick .......... Sidmouth . 

Preston Trinity. 

Maccall Pembroke. 

Molyncux Trinity. 

Bcgbic, Peter',. 

Heathcote Trinity. 

Kicbardson, 6. .. . Trinity. 

Nicholson Trinity. 

T ur “ bu11 Trinity. 

Trinity. 

^ ea . rs . on Catherine. 

I*" 81 * John',. 

Senior Optvnes. 

Ds. Ridout, Christ's. 

{’itmaii Clare. 

£ ,n ?: Jesus. 

Braithwait Jesus. 

Currey Trinity. 

Robinson, Trinity. 

1 0 Trinity. 


Ds. Rugelev John’s. 

Westhorp Clare. 

Watkin John's. 

Cutmning Pembroke. 

Cranfurd Trinity. 

Beid Caius . 

Harrison Cains. 

Beard, y John’s. 

Strickland Trinity . 

Ellicott, 0 John’s. 

Harrison Trinity. 

Booch Cains. 

Hardcastle John’s. 

Hodgson Corpus. 

Jones Trinity . 

Halson, fi Pembroke. 

Beaumont 1 „ J Trinity. 
M‘Michael j^l Pembroke. 

Braddy . \ J John’s. 

Treacy . . [ Emmanuel. 

} Va re, 0 TYinity. 

Poynder Trinity. 

Easther Emmanuel . 

; ou ng Trinity. 

L«y n g Sidmouth. 

gennet John's. 

Domyille Christ’s. 

Martin, a..,,,,. Corpus. 
Marti neau, a Trinity. 

Junior Op times. 

Ds Allnutt . . 1 f Peter’,. 
Broughton f'**' \ Peter',. 
Bickerdike, y. . . . Trinity. 

Jephson, Cornu,. 

JoAn’T. 

S‘.K h Queen’,. 

John',. 

'I ,nt Magdalen. 

Bickarstethl f Queen',. 

Nicholson !^9.\ Cai , U ' 

*J ,Ilc 1 r - John's. 

Catherine. 

Thnng, «. Magdalen. 

9°P«. «• • 1 r Trinity. 

John’s. 


Cope, a. . 1 r 
Smith, y. l&o.i 
Tritton. . J ^ | 


TYinity. 
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Di» Gisborne, £• .... Trinity • 

Titcomb Peter’s. 

Harris . 

Parker, _ 

Wheatley Down . 


1 • • 1 jp m J Catherine. 
,y. i^'X Trinity. 


Gould . . \-( 
James . . / 

Hughes . 1 _ f 


John's. 

John's. 
Jesus . 
Pembroke. 


Ds. Sliaboe Queen's. 

Forbes Trinity. 

Weir Trinity. 

Colvile . Trinity . 

Mee ......... Christ's 

Rawson Trinity . 

Mathews Clare . 

Boutflower, y. . . . John's. 
Charlton John's. 


Classical Tripos. 1841. 


Examiners. 


{ 


Edward Warter, M. A. Magdalen. 

William Hepworth Thompson, M.A. Trinity. 
Joseph Henry Jerrard, M. A. Cuius. 

George John Kennedy, M.A. John's. 


First Class . 


Ds. Cope Trinity. 

Bather ....... John's. 

Tbring ....... Magdalen. 

Martin . • 1 « f Corpus. 
Mar tinea (i / ?* \ Trinity. 

Second Class. 

Ds. Turner Trinity. 

Edicott John's. 

Richardson f Trinity . 

Tag* . . )^\ Pembroke. 
Gisborne ...... Trinity. 

Sangster John's. 

War « Trinity . 


l>n. Halson 
Miller 


Pembrok r. 
John's . 


Third Class. 

Ds. Jephson . \ *, f Corpus. 
Ridout. . CW* 

Begbie Peter's. 

LyUlcton.Hon.VV.H. Trinity. 

W.'smith }-,{ 7W,uV y- 

Beard John's. 

Smith John's. 

Boutflower John's. 

Bickerdikc Trinity. 


chancellor’s MEDALLISTS. 
None adjudged. 


CHANCELLOR’S ENGLISH PRIZE. 

J. C. Conybcarc Peter's. 


SIR W. BROWNE 9 MEDALLISTS. 


Greek Ode! Reginald Walpole Coins. 

Latin Ode J H. M. Birch King's 

Epigrams, M. P. W. Boulton Trinity. 

P0R80N PRIZE. 

George Druce Peter's. 


SEATON IAN PRIZE. 

T* E. Hankin*on 
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Increase or Decrease of Population 
in each County 

as compared with the Returns of 1831. 
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Xote .— In the Totals of Counties Ums marked (•) ar« incladed 4,715 persons who were resident in Barracks on the night of June 6, 1841; also 1,775 persons on board 
Vessels in Harbours. 
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rative Statement of the Number of Letters (including Franks, 
;he Existence of the Franking Privilege,) delivered in the United King- 
One Week of each Calendar Month, beginning with November, 1839, 
ing with the present Time. 
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TOTAL 

ENGLAND 

and 

WALES. 

rr 

764,938 

229,292 

258,747 

1,252,977 

179,931 

153,065 

1 ,585,973 

!I 

963,616 

279,457 

340,693 

1,583,766 

225,889 

199,032 

2,008,687 


not ascerl 

ailed. 


s . 


# m 



1,638,002 

431,298 

406,476 

2,495,776 

349,928 

353,933 

3,199,637 


1,607,431 

416,887 

386,689 

2,411,007 

321,163 

337,326 

3,069,496 


1 ,$03,609 

410,270 

390,989 

2,306,868 

328,074 

319,924 

2,954,866 


1,688,809 

449,333 

418,926 

2,457,068 

338,407 

342,560 

3,138,035 


1 ,629,123 

454,376 

441,848 

2,525,347 

343,761 

352,098 

3,221,206 


1,674,410 

452,448 

400,753 

2,527,61 1 

338,495 

356,817 

3,222,923 


1,746,257 

461,689 

313,347 

2,551,293 

345,831 

369,436 

3,266,560 

r 

1,811,213 

450,871 

340,232 

2,602,316 

350,318 

366,419 

3,319,053 


1,821,711 

472,802 

387,848 

2,682,361 

369,297 

366,121 

3,417,779 

tr 

1 ,805,325 

492,574 

387,282 

2,685,181 

385,672 

385,262 

3,456,115 

r 

1,782,579 

491,264 

405,153 

2,678,996 

381,306 

375,024 

3,435,326 


1,929,661 

519,625 

467,940 

2,917,226 

380,555 

380,242 

3,684,023 


2,133,197 

547,621 

504,147 

3,184,965 

460,380 

444,819 

4,090,164 


1 ,950,501 

531,960 

447,766 

2,930,227 

389,877 

| 101,351 

3,721,455 


1,899.485 

511,064 

454,601 

2,865,150 

389,989 

1 389,568 

3,644,707 


1,908,188 

546,170 

452,864 

2,907,222 

391,332 

| 400,581 

3,699,135 


1,911,452 

540,099 

506,911 

2,958,462 

396,374 

418,300 

| 3,773,136 


2,001,546 

522,290 

437,471 

2,961,307 

383,549 

401,152 

3,746,008 


1 ,994 ,305 

531,773 

384,506 

2,910,584 

377,141 

410,224 

3,697,949 

r 

1,999,372 

532,075 

378,244 

2,909,691 

389,696 

396,233 

3,695,620 


2,041,335 

551,711 

404,271 

2,997,317 

404,689 

407,118 

3,809,124 

r 

2,029,370 

564,481 

435,602 

3,029,453 

403,421 

413,248 

3,846,122 

r 

2,062,129 

554,990 

458,459 

3,075,578 

425,681 

437,496 

3,938,7 55 


CCOUNT showing the Gross and Net Post Office Revenue, and 
r of Management for the Untied Kingdom , for each of the Years end- 
of January 1839, 1840, 1841, and 1842, excluding from the Account, 
of Gross Revenue or Cost of Management, any Advances that may have 
de by the English to the Irish Post Office, and Advances to the Money 
Office. 


Gross Revenue.* 

Cost of 

Management.! 

Net Revenue. 

Postage charged 
on the 
Government 
Departments. 

Net Revenue, 
exclusive of 
Charges on the 
Government 
Departments. 

£. «. d . 

£. s . d > 

£. 9 . d . 

£. *. d . 

£. «. d . 

2,346,278 0 9$ 

686,768 3 Gf 

1,659,509 17 2| 

43,156 0 11 

1,614,353 16 33 

2,390,763 10 l] 

756,999 7 4 

1,633,764 2 9a 

44,27T 13 4 

1,589,486 9 ,4 

1,342,604 5 2 

858,677 0 6} 

483,927 4 8j 

90,761 3 2 

393,166 I 6] 


, the gross receipts, after deducting the returns for “ refused letters,” Ac. 

ig all payments out of the revenue, in its progress to the Exchequer, except advances 

y Order Office. 

u includes one month of the foorpenny rate. 
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A. RETURN of the Number and Amount of Money Orders Issued and Paid m England and Wales during the undermentioned 
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The commission on Money Orders was, on and from the 20th November, 1840, reduced as follows :• 

For any sum not exceeding 2 L . . , . from 6d. to 3d. 

For any sum above 2/. and not exceeding 5/. .. .. from is. 6 d. to 6 d. 
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The New Judges. 


The following are the principal 
clause* in the Administration of 
Justice Bill (No. 2) 

'* And whereas the business of 
the Court of Chancery has of late 
years greatly increased, and by 
reason of the transfer to the Court 
of Chancery of the equitable juris- 
diction of the Court of Exchequer, 
farther duties will devolve on the 
Court of Chancery, and it is there- 
fore expedient, for the better ad- 
ministration of justice in the said 
Court of Chancery, that two ad- 
ditional judges should be appointed 
to assist in the discharge of the 
judicial functions of the Lord 
Chancellor; be it therefore enacted, 
that it shall be lawful for her 
Mmesty to nominate and appoint, 
by letters patent under the Great 
Seal of the United Kingdom, two 
fit persons, being or having been 
respectively bamsters-at-law of fif- 
teen years standing at the least. 


to be additional Judges- Assistant 
to the Lord Chancellor in the dis- 
charge of the judicial functions of 
his office, each of such additional 
judges to be called Vice-t Chan- 
cellor. 

“ And be it enacted, that each 
or either of the Vice-Chancellors 
to be appointed in pursuance of 
this act shall sit for the Lord Chan- 
cellor whenever he shall require 
him so to do, and shall also, at 
such other times as the Lord Chan- 
cellor shall direct, sit in a separate 
court, whether the Lord Chancel- 
lor or the Master of the Rolls, or 
the Vice-Chancellor appointed in 
pursuance of the said act, shall be 
sitting or not, for which purpose 
the Lord Chancellor shall make 
such orders as to him shall appear 
to be proper and convenient, from 
time to time as occasion shall 
require." 


II.— COLONIAL. 


Jamaica* 

Speech of his Excellency the Govehnoh-Genehal, Dec. 22* 


“ Mr . Speaker and Gentlemen of 
the Assembly, 

“As I have so frequently ad- 
dressed you on those particular 
points on the state of our affairs 
which it was my wish and duty to 
bring to your notice at the com- 
mencement of your proceedings, I 
do not propose to detain you on 
the present occasion by any long 
discourse. I cannot, however, re- 
frain from offering to you my 
cordial thanks for the indefatigable 
seal with which you have devoted 
yourselves to the important duties 


of the session. My wannest ac- 
knowledgments are due for the 
readiness with which you have 
adopted the amendments in some 
of your enactments proposed by 
her Majesty's Ministers, and for 
the improvements which you have 
by other acts effected in the cri- 
minal oode, especially by the abo- 
lition of the sentence of death in 
numerous iustances, and by the 
entire abolition, by law, of the 
revolting, but happily unpractised, 
punishment of whipping. 

“I entertain great hope that 
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your amendment of the Petty 
Debt Act, besides being useful 
in other respects, will terminate 
vexatious misunderstandings and 
heartburnings regarding rents, and 
thereby tend to promote content 
and reconciliation thoughout the 
island. The increased liberality of 
the provisions in the Dissenters* 
Marriage Act has my hearty con- 
currence, as any measure will 
always have that is favourable to 
civil and religious liberty. 

" 1 forbear to dilate on other 
acts of the session, which are ne- 
vertheless of great importance, lest 
I should detain you longer than 
would be convenient to you at the 
present moment, when you are 
naturally anxious to proceed to 
your homes, and take care of those 
concerns which are always in some 
degree neglected during your at- 
tendance on your public duties here. 

" Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of 
the Assembly. 

“ I thankfully acknowledge the 
liberality of your grants for the 
public service. 

<r Those for the erection of a 
penitentiary and the improvement 
of parochial prisons, though pru- 
dently and necessarily limited by 
the probable extent of our means, 
will I trust enable me gradually to 
carry into effect the arrangements 
considered to be most beneficial for 
the regulation and improvement of 
prison discipline. 

“ I am happy to perceive, by the 
increase which you have afforded 
to the police, that the services of 
that body have given general satis- 
faction, a feeling in which I en- 
tirely concur. 

“ I have great pleasure in ob* 
serving that you have made many 
grants towards the erection and 
extension of churches, chapels* and 


schools, as well for congregations 
of Dissenting Christians and the 
Church of Home, as for those of 
the Churches of England and Scot- 
land. Such grants are honourable 
to yourselves, and cannot fail to 
be attended with benefit to the 
community. 

“ I cannot pass unnoticed the 
rewards which you have offered to 
encourage the cultivation of vari- 
ous articles the growth of which 
would promote the commerce, 
wealth, and general prosperity, of 
the island. It is most gratifying 
to me to witness the spirit in which 
such measures originate. 

“ As our expenditure, in conse- 
quence of the increase caused by 
the several grants which you have 
made, will exceed our ordinary in- 
come, you have wisely determined 
to raise the difference by additional 
taxation, rather than by having 
recourse to the creation of addi- 
tional debt. The only sound 
system of finance is to keep our 
expenditure within the amount of 
our income, or to raise our revenue 
to the extent of our unavoidable 
expenses. This is the system you 
have evinced your resolution to 
adopt, and, by adhering to it, we 
shall, I trust, at no distant period, 
be able to diminish and extinguish 
our debt. 

“ I shall rejoice to find that the 
additional taxes which you have 
instituted produce results corre- 
sponding with your expectations. 

“ Gentlemen of the Council , 

“I congratulate you on being 
able to enjoy a recess without the 
necessity of a double session. On 
your return to your several pa- 
rishes you will, I hope, experience 
a continuation of that amelioration 
of your prospects which I am happy 
to learn is generally in progress, 
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and I am confident you will do all 
in your power to promote the 
comfort and welfare of the people, 
who moat naturally look to you 
as their landlords and employers, 
and who will, I have no douht, 
find you their friends and pro- 
tectors. 

“ Our meetings are so agreeable, 
and pass with so much harmony 
and cordiality, that I could not let 
you depart without reluctance were 


I not aware that it is essential for 
your own interests that you should 
revisit your properties. I will 
only add, that 1 shall have great 
pleasure in assembling you again 
at the accustomed season. I do 
now, in her Majesty's name, pro- 
rogue this Genera] Assembly to 
the 1st day of February, 1841, 
and it is hereby prorogued ac- 
cordingly." 


Newfoundland. 

Speech of his Excellency the Governor, January 2. 


“ Mr. President, and Hon . Gen- 
tlemen of the Council , 

" Mr. Speaker , and Gentlemen of 
the House of Assembly , 

“Two events of the greatest 
consequence to us loyal subjects 
have occurred since our last meet- 
ing. The first, the escape of her 
gracious Majesty from the furious 
assault of a wretched maniac j the 
second, the auspicious birth of the 
Princess Royal. 

“These incidents, though dis- 
similar in their character, are both 
calculated to excite deep feelings 
of joy and gratitude. 

“ I have to acquaint you that of 
the ten acts passed in the last 
► session, six have been left to their 
operation; and that respecting two 
others, some correspondence has 
passed, which shall be submitted 
to your inspection. I have not as 
yet been honoured with any com- 
mands relative to the remainder. 

“ The despatch which I have 
received on the subject of a land 
bill is so full and explicit that in 
laying it before you I shall feel 
confident that this matter will at 
length be settled in a manner suit- 


able to the circumstances of the 
colony. 

“ I shall cause to be transmitted 
to you the last report of the geo- 
logical surveyor. His researches 
have not been productive of any 
immediately practical benefit, but 
they are far from unimportant, and 
I hope before the close of the ses- 
sion to make some further com- 
munication in connexion with his 
past operations, with a view to 
their being rendered of permanent 
utility. 

“ Her Majesty’s Government 
having directed that such buildings 
in Fort William as may be re- 
quired for colonial purposes shall 
be transferred to the colony, I 
would propose the appointment of 
a joint committee of the Council 
and House of Assembly, for the 
purpose of ascertaining how far 
this order can be made available 
for the future accommodation of 
the Legislature. 

u Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of 

the House of Assembly, 

u The estimates for the ensuing 
financial year shall be sent down 
without delay. The revenue has 
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been considerably augmented by 
the fiscal enactments of the last 
session, and our pecuniary condi- 
lion is satisfactory ; but, unless 
enlarged means of prevention are 
given to the Customs' Department* 
the evil effects of smuggling, 
already great, will be still further 
experienced. I must revert to the 
observations which I have formerly 
made from this place, and in re- 
peated messages to the house, 
respecting the sick and impotent 
poor, the orphans and idiots. For 
the current year no provision has 
been made for these unhappy 
people, and consequently, even the 
hospital is closed against thetn. 
As affecting applications are often 
made to me on this subject, 1 once 
more recommend it to your bene- 
volent reflection. 

" From the peculiar nature of 
our avocations, it should seem es- 


BtanceS Will permit to that of uu ignite 
mother country. mtaq 

“I am anxious to press this air pop 
mat ter upon your immediate atWn- i$m of 

tion, because* if in the two great tsatUet 
districts of the colony which return if*nbe si 
seven of the fifteen members of a*nm 
which the house is composed, elec- ipitili 
tions can only be carried on under c ^ 
protection of bayonets— if brutal 
force and lawless violence are to 
be perpetually resorted to, and, as q ^ * 
heretofore, to a degree that can be 
restrained solely by military inter- 
ference, the inevitable inference j t 
must be, that the island is unfit 
for a representative system and 
legislative institutions, and that ^ a| 
this ancient possession of the Bri- t ^ ^ 
tish crown is not duly prepared for 
conducting its own affairs, and 
watching over its pattfculat in- 
terests, by means of a Goittral ^ ^ 

Assembly. I shall have the honour jt u • 


pecially incumbent on us to make 
a just and guarded provision for 
the utterly helpless. 

° Mr . President and Hon . Gentle- 
men of the Council , 

(i Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of 
the House of Assembly > 

tr The approaching period of a 
general election, and the scandalous 
events which have lately occurred 
In partial elections, the last of 
which was rendered altogether 
abortive by the ferocious conduct 
of a mob at Carbonear, compel toe 
to suggest for your deliberation, 
as an object of the first importance* 
the establishment of such a law as 
may tend to preserve the public 
peace and secure the (tee and un- 
disturbed exercise of the elective 
franchise. 

< f For this purpose it seems de- 
sirable that onr system should be 
assimilated, as nearly as circtim- 


of laying before you a circular 
despatch from the Secretary of 
State, recommending the formation 
of roads with a view to the faci- 
litating of Post-office communica- 
tions. The completion of the 
line connecting Flacencia and Sl 
M ary's with St. John's, would 
appear best calculated for the ful- 
filment of this object, and be es- 
sentially advantageous in other 
particulars. A general road hill, 
establishing a complete and uni- 
form mode of preliminary survey 
of subsequent supervision and rf- 
fective audit, would be far prefer- 
able to the plan hitherto pursued 
of a yearly act constantly Varying 
in its provisions. Under the pro- 
posed Arrangement it would onlf 
be necessary to decide in each 
session upon the sums to be ex- 
pended, and the localities to which 
they should be applied. 

<( A case occurred early it* 
recess, which, in consequence of 
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u the Quarantine Act having been seal and daring courage of the gar* 

allowed to expire, occasioned con* rison, of the fire companies, and of 

* nderable perplexity. To prevent indiviuduals of every class of society. 

^ a repetition of such inconvenience. Their strenuous efforts were, how* 

and to enable the Executive legally ever, much impeded by the want 

tl to prescribe and enforce such mea- of water, which it would be well 

? sores as may, under Providence, to obviate in future by the forma- 

a best guard the public from oonta- tion of reservoirs, the construction 

ei gious disease, is a matter well of floating engines, or such other 

i a worthy of your care. means as may, on investigation, 

r “ You are aware that the Edu* appear expedient. 

& cation Act will cease in the ap- “ The principal legal function- 
al preaching month of May, and that ary of the island having declared 

'3 consequently it will be necessary it to be 9 in his opinion, very desir- 

& to continue it for a certain period, able that the rights of the fisher- 

ii or to prepare another hill. Its men and of the trade should be 

a . benefits have latterly been pretty regulated and defined by some 

G generally extended, and I may express enactment to which the 

■i*i here refer to the message with judges might refer, and which 

3 which I last session recommended would guide their decisions, I 

v to your favourable consideration think it proper to submit this point 

n the rules and regulations of the for your determination. 

e board of directors for the district “ I shall be happy to assist you 

x of St* John’s, believing that under to the utmost of my power in 

3 them Catholic and Protestant chil* every effort for the public good, 

r dren are educated together in and it will be a source of the 

% habits of friendship, while they highest gratification to me should 

: i receive useful instruction and vir- this, the concluding session of the 

tuous admonition. present General Assembly, be re- 

f . “A very serious fire occurred in markable for the harmony of its 
£ the town in the month of Septem- proceedings, and the beneficial 

it her last, the destructive ravages of results of its deliberations.’* 

which were arrested by the ardent 
r _ 

* 

Affairs of Canada* 

CdFt of a Despatch prom the Right Hon. C. PoulEtt 
l Thomson to Lord John Russell,— (No* 1.) 

* Government House , Montreal, under their existing engagements ; 

5 June, l® 40 * and lastly, to the state in which 

r My Lord— I now transmit to the finances of the United Pro- 
; you an account of the financial vince will probably be found 

r state of the two Canadas, and in should the Union Bill pass into a 

i order to bring the subject fully 1® W 88 proposed by me. 

before you, 1 shall call your atten* The account marked A* is the 
, tion, first, to the estimated income estimate of the revenue and ex- 

and expenditure of each province 

i for the present year ; secondly, to . Income snd Expenditurc of Lo „ er 
that of eaeh in regard to the future, Canada, for the year IWQ. < 
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penditure of the present year, as 
prepared by the Inspector-General 
of Lower Canada. This return 
would show a probable deficiency 
in the revenue of about 9,000/., 
exclusive of the debt of 20,000/. 
to the military chest. I do not, 
however, anticipate any inconve- 
nience from this deficiency, as 
many of the services for which it 
is necessary to make provision 
during the current year will not 
in reality be paid until after the 
commencement of the next finan- 
cial year. In regard to the debt 
to the military chest, I trust that 
her Majesty’s Government will not 
object for the present to suspend 
its repayment. If this be per- 
mitted, I have every reason to 
expect that the revenue of the 
present year will be sufficient to 
meet all the charges upon it. I 
must also remark that I have not 
been able to provide this year for 
a sum of from 12,000/. to 15,000/. 
for indemnity to sufferers under 
the rebellion, which have been 
allowed under a commission named 
by my predecessor. 

The account A a* will show the 
estimated expenditure and the in- 
terest of debt in Upper Canada, 
to be provided during the present 
year, together with an estimate of 
the income likely to accrue. 

From this account it will appear, 
that after providing for the pay- 
ment of the dividends upon the 
debt due in London on the 1st of 
January, 1841, which must of 
course be met by remittances in 
December, or by some other ar- 
rangement, there will remain a 
deficiency of 50,394/. Against 
this has to be set a debt from 
Messrs. Thomas Wilson and Co. 


• Income and Expenditure of Upper 
Canada for the year 1840. 


of 61,021/., of which, however, 
only a small part can be expected 
to be realized within that period, if 
indeed any dividend be made, 
although there is no reason to 
doubt that the whole will ulti- 
mately be paid. 

To provide for this deficiency, 
the Legislature have voted a credit 
of 63,000/., to be raised by the 
sale of debentures in London with- 
out limit as to price or rate of in- 
terest. 

Thus you will perceive, that to 
complete the payments and fulfil 
the obligations of the province 
during this year, a sum of about . 
50,000/. must be raised, which can 
be effected only by the realization 
of the debt of Messrs. T. Wilson 
and Co., or by having recourse to 
the powers granted by the House 
of Assembly. 

Of the first there is little pro- 
bability. Although 1 entertain 
no doubt of the ultimate solvency 
of the house in question, and of 
the payment of the debt in full, it 
is not to be expected that this can 
be effected during the present year, 
and it will be necessary to have 
recourse to the other resource, if 
other means cannot be adopted. 

But this would in my opinion 
be most objectionable. In the 
present state of the credit of Upper 
Canada, debentures to the extent 
required could not most probably, 
if saleable at all, be disposed of for 
anything more than 75 or 80 per 
cent., if bearing interest of 5 per 
cent., and only redeemable in a 
certain number of years; or, if 
redeemable at pleasure at par, pro- 
bably it would be necessary to pay 
an interest of 8 or 9 per cent. 

A fresh loan to this extent 
would add materially to the debt 
which must hereafter form the 
united debt of the province of Ca- 
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nida, and would, in addition to the 
injustice of thus saddling upon the 
united province an augmented bur- 
then to that extent, impose one 
contracted upon the most disad- 
vantageous terms to the borrower. 

I would, therefore, earnestly 
press upon her Majesty's Govern- 
ment the propriety of affording 
the means of avoiding this neces- 
sity, which it may do with no 
inconvenience, and without any 
risk worth speaking of. 

This may be effected by the 
Treasury undertaking the advance 
of 50,000/. necessary to complete 
the balance required, and taking 
in security the transfer of the debt 
of Thomas Wilson and Co., to 
which would be added of course 


it will be relieved of some of the 
heaviest charges now upon it, and 
will therefore afford a considerable 
surplus. Thus the expense of the 
police of Montreal and Quebec, 
now amounting to 12,900/. (but 
in future on a very reduced scale), 
will be borne by those cities re- 
spectively. 

The expense of the rural police 
will be reduced from 20,000/. to 
13,000/. ; the charge for the Com- 
missioners of Indemnity and for 
the sums awarded by them will 
cease to exist. 

By the saving thus effected there 
will be a surplus, as exhibited in 
paper C., for the next year of 
16,891/., and in future of a larger 
sum. 


the security of the province. The Paper B. b. will show the pre- 
f die Si advance would, as regards the sent debt of Upper Canada, both 
British Treasury, be a purely tern- funded and due to London bankers, 
is !iui porary one, probably not remaining the periods at which each part of 
1 aff uncovered for more than a few it is redeemable, and the annual 
months; but to the province, it charge for interest. To this 
ice, tf would he a matter of the greatest amount are appended the charges 

v:,> moment. for fresh debt which may be in- 

ut tb* I next come to the financial con- curred in the present year under 

ireS esn dition of the two provinces under certain contingencies ; which are, 

jv y* their present separate adminis- first, the above-mentioned sum of 
tuition. 63,000/. if not provided for as I 

In Lower Canada the provincial have pointed out ; next, a sum of 
jjy if debt already incurred, or which 36,000/. voted for indemnity to 
b i may probably be raised during the sufferers during the rebellion, to 
hilt ensuing year, is comparatively in- which bill the assent of the crown 
.v <s* significant From the statement is pledged under your Lordship's 
, B, annexed to this Despatch, it instructions to me, and which has 
appears that the total interest both only not been given as it is to be 
certain and probable, payable on hoped that her Majesty's Govern- 
{ Qt j i this debt during the present year, ment will accede to the address of 
will not exceed 4,007/. 12*., and the House of Assembly, upon 
p. that in future years it will amount which I have already written 
only to 6,769/. to you, and consent to cause 

JTflj With regard to the general ex- these indemnities to be paid from 
penses it is to be observed, that in the imperial treasury : and lastly. 
Lower Canada, under the heavy an additional sum of (probably) 
burthens of the two last years, 54,000/., which must be raised for 
j the revenue has been nearly equal public works which would other- 
j) to the expenditure. In future years wise fall into decay. The whole 
* Vol. LXXXIII. 2 F 
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amount of debt will then stand at 
1,067,959/. certain, or including, 
these contingencies, at 1,320,959/. 
and the certain and possible annual 
charges at 65,768/. 5*. 6rf, 

Paper C, c. will exhibit the total 
annual charge for the whole of 
these engagements, (subject to a 
pro rata diminution on the last 
items, if otherwise disposed of,) 
and the expenditure of the pro- 
vince according to the last esti- 
mates, which can scarcely admit of 
reduction, to the debtor side of the 
account ; and to the creditor side, 
the probable income arising from 
taxation, and that arising or to be 
expected from advances on public 


works for whioh the districts are 
bound to provide by local feu* 
tion, or from advances to cow. 
paniecu or from other m?m 
This account wilt then exhibit m 
annual deficiency, under the pre- 
sent revenue, of 28,7351, 

Lastly, I proceed to show the 
condition in whioh the finanow of 
the Province of Canada will stand 
after the Union, supposing it to 
be completed upon the terms w* 
ranged in the bill submitted to 
Parliament, by your Lordship, *nd 
taken in the order in which they 
stand in the bill- The items ms 
given in paper D« and mferewt 
to the separate accounts. 


Expenditure 

L Expenses of collection : — 

These it is unnecessary here to specify, as the net 
revenue only is stated in the accompanying Returns, 

2. Interest of debt 


Lower Canada.— Now payable . . . , 

£4,753 


Payable in future . . 

2,016 


Upper Canada.—- Now payable . . . 

56,887 

£6,7® 

Payable in future . . 

8,981 


65,7® 

Payments to tbe clergy : — 

Lower Canada . . 

. Nil. 

. • • 


Upper Canada 

5, Ml 

These payments are now made from the Crown 
revenues, but as those revenues will be taken credit for 



in tbe income, they will appear on both sides pf the 
account, 



4. Charges for Civil List ^ . 75JMQ 
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5. Other charges now by law or usage payable 

Lower Canada 

Upper Canada 

6. Annual votes for civil expenditure 

Lower Canada % 

Upper Canada ......... 


% 

12,302 
20,978 ^ 


64, M i 

18,424 

&m «i 
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the eat 


Riyenub. 


lower Canada • — 

i1sbb Ordinary Revenue £107,075 

, Duties under 14th Geo. 3rd, resumed . 19,665 

. Crown Revenues 23,400 


Without deducting charges thereon, £2,422. 


A tDtf ~ 

lieap Upper Canada:— 

uaiai Ordinary Revenue 77,234 

suppflflf Duties under 14th Geo. 3rd, resumed . 15,286 

lie 0 Crown Revenues ceded 30,000 


] ib Without deducting charges thereon, £7,908. 

r 

1 iBibi 


150,140 


122,520 


ft a 

luti. Against this apparent surplus 

has to be set the amount of the 
contingent expenses of the Legis- 
lature in future years, which, 
looking to the past in either 
province, must he considerable. 
Whatever may be required for the 
continuation of the great puhlio 
j works of both provinces, for a 

g gweral system of education, or 

. J for any other improvements, is 
1 wholly unprovided for in this 
I statement of the expenditure ; and, 

on ths other hand, the receipts 
*111, in 1842, be diminished by 
the cessation of payment! from the 
Canada Company. 

Your Lordship will thus at once 
perceive that assistance will bo 
required from the mother country 
to place the finances of the United 
Province in a satisfactory condi - 
$ tarn; and that the aid which I 
win authorised to promise in order 
, to obtain the assent of the Upper 
J! Cwada Legislature to the mea- 
> sure, if necessary, must hereafter 
he afforded. 

^ I iw not, it is true, under the 
jy cecessity of making use of these 
^ powers, and I rejoice to think that 
I found the means of dispensing 
^ with them; at the same time one 


£272,660 


of the main arguments in favour 
of the Union in that province was 
felt to be the necessity of extri- 
cating the finances from the diffi- 
culty under which they laboured t 
and the confident hope that the 
Imperial Parliament would assist 
in doiug so. 

It will therefore be absolutely 
necessary that her Maiesty's Go- 
vernment should enable the Go- 
vernor of the province of Canada 
to afford this relief when the 
Union i» completed, and the fi- 
nancial settlement takes place; and 
I know of no better means than 
those originally proposed, — of 
guaranteeing a loan which would 
remove a considerable charge aris- 
ing from the high rate of interest 
payable by the province on the 
debt already contracted, or which 
it would have to pay for raising 
fresh loans which may be required 
hereafter for great local improve- 
ments. 

1 shall have the opportunity, 
when 1 enter upon the considera- 
tion of these works, of explaining 
more fully the mode in which such 
a guarantee might be most advan- 
tageously afforded ; and in what 
way, under the peculiar terms of 

2 F 2 
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the debt of tipper Canada, great 
part of Which is not redeemable 
for some years, the relief in ques- 
tion can be best afforded to se- 
cure the interests of the pro- 
vince. 

In the mean time I must urge 
upon the immediate attention of 
her Majesty’s Government the 
pressing point with regard to the 
deficiency in the Upper Canada 
revenue for this year, to meet 
the interest of the debt due in 


December and to support its 
credit. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) C. Poulett Thomson. 

The Right Hon. 

Lord John Russell, &c. 

[The Accounts referred to fol- 
low : they chiefly represent the 
items of the anticipated income 
and expenditure, but are not 
brought under one general balance 
sheet.] 


Copy of a Despatch from Lord John Russell to the Right 
Hon. Lord Sydenham. — (N o. 3.) 


Downing-st ., 18/A August , 1840. 

My Lord, — I transmit to your 
Lordship an Order made by her 
Majesty in Council on the 10th 
instant, in pursuance of the Act of 
the last Session of Parliament for 
re-uniting the Provinces of Upper 
and Lower Canada, and for the 
Government of Canada. 

Under this Order, and the Act 
to which it refers, you will be 
authorised to issue a Proclamation 
appointing a day upon which the 
Union of the provinces is to take 
place. You will issue that Pro- 
clamation in the capacity of Go- 
vernor-General of the two existing 
Provinces. ' But from the day so 
to be appointed, it will be neces- 
sary that you should assume the 
character of Governor of the Pro- 
vince of Canada. To this end you 
will be appointed to that office by 
a Commission to be issued for the 
purpose under the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom. That Commis- 
sion is now in progress ; but the ne- 
cessary official forms cannot, as I 
understand, be completed before the 


end of the present month. Conse- 
quently the Commission cannot be 
forwarded to you until early in the 
month of September, nor can the 
arrival of it be reasonably anti- 
cipated before the month of Oc- 
tober. 

The Act of Parliament authorise* 
the postponement of the Union 
until the lapse of fifteen months 
from the passing of that Act. I do 
not anticipate that any motive will 
exist for so long a delay. On the 
contrary, I apprehend that the mea- 
sure must be now ripe forexecution. 
Still it may be fit that you should 
observe that there is no legal obli- 
gation to expedite the Union in 
such a manner as to abridge the 
time requisite for the completion 
of all preliminary arrangements* 
nor to impede the exercise of dis- 
cretion, should extraordinary cir- 
cumstances make postponement ne- 
cessary. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. Russell- 

The Right Hon. 

Lord Sydenham, &c. 
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(Enclosure in No. 3.) 

At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 1 Oth of August 1840. 

Present : — ■ such proclamation to be appointed. 

The Queen's Most Excellent w *“ ch , da - v sha11 ^ within fif teen 
Majesty, calendar months next after the 

Lord Chancellor, passing of the said act, shall form 

' Lord President, and one Province, under the 

Lord Privy Seal, nanie the Province of Canada ; 

‘ Marquis of Normanby, Mid thenceforth the said provinces 

Lord Steward, 8 “ a11 “"S^tute and be one pro- 

‘ Lord Chamberlain, vince “ nder the name aforesaid, 

Earl of Albemarle, u P° n > from > and after the d »y so 

Earl of Minto, appointed as aforesaid. 

Lord John Russell, And whereas, with the advice 

Viscount Palmerston, ? f har Pr j v y Council, her Majesty 

Viscount Melbourne, la P leased t0 g™" 1 t0 ^e said 

Viscount Duncannon. Governor-general the authority in 

Lord Holland. sa!d act mentioned. Her Ma- 

Sir John Hobhouse, Bart. J esl y doth hereby, with the advice 

Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- of her Pn ?y CouncU, and in pur- 
chequer, suance and exercise of the powers 

Mr. Macaulay. in her Ma J est y vested by the said 

recited act, authorise the Governor* 
Whereas, by an Act of Parlia- general of the said two Provinces 
ment passed in the Session of Par- of Upper and Lower Canada to 
hwnent, holden in the third and declare by proclamation, that the 
fourth years of her Majesty's reign, said provinces upon, from, and 
intituled ^ fi An Act to Re-unite after, a certain day, in such pro- 
Jhe Provinces of Upper and Lower clamation to be appointed, which 
Canada, and for the Government day shall be within fifteen calendar 
of Canada," it is, amongst other months next after the passing of 
enacted. That it shall be the said act, shall form and be one 
lawful for her Majesty, with the province, under the name of the 
of her Privy Council, to Province of Canada, 
declare, or to authorize the Go- And the Right Honourable Lord 
vemor-general of the said two John Russell, one of her Majesty’s 
rovinoes of Upper and Lower Principal Secretaries of State, is 
V*»da to declare, by Proclama- to give the necessary directions 
? on > ™at the said provinces, upon, herein accordingly. 

Inna, and after, a certain day in C. Greville. 


Extract op a Despatch from the Right Hon, C. Poulett 
Thomson to Lord John Russell, dated Toronto. 16 th 

Sunnn... WWA /IT . v ' “ 


September, 1840.— (No. 4.) 
. ^ have the honour to acknow- 
the receipt of a copy of the 
Act for Re-uniting the Provinces 
y Upper and Lower Canada, and 
w the Government of Canada. 


I have carefully perused the act, 
and I observe with regret that 
some alterations have been made 
from the original plan which I 
transmitted! which will create dif- 
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ficulty and embarrassment here, created apart from the central 
especially the restrictions intro- legislature, and the whole frame 
duced in the schedule for the civil of the measure was erected in '*• 


list, to which I before called your accordance with it. I need not ® u 

attention. There is nothing, how- cither remind your Lordship that will 

ever, in those changes which will, whilst this was the unanimou# *y. 

f believe, ofler any insuperable opinion of the Cabinet, those afc 

obstacle to the working of the act. members of it who really took a ukt 
B ut it is with the deepest mor- deep interest in Canadian matters 
tification that I find that the whole entertained so strongly the opinion i 1 
of the system for the establishment of the necessity of enforcing rfrii ik\ 
of local government has been principle, that they would not hire uPi 
omitted from the bill, and that assented to any plan which in- 
her Majesty's Government and volved its exclusion. The bill of ini 
Parliament have contented them- 1839 was withdrawn, and I was 
selves with the simple legislative deputed to obtain the asient of the afcii 
re-union of the two provinces, people and legislature of the two 
without providing any machinery Canadas to the Union, and to 
by which they can be satisfactorily transmit a plan for effecting it, 
governed when united, or ^guarding and for the future government of , 
against those evils which have the two provinces. But in the Uan 
been so severely felt from the instructions with which I wa« 


absence of local government, and 
the consequent assumption by the 
assemblies of functions which did 
not properly belong to them, evils 
which will now be increased ten- 
fold, after the two provinces shall 
have been placed under one govern- 
ment and one legislature. 

I need scarcely recal to your 
Lordship’s attention the circum- 
stances connected with this measure. 
In the year 1839, when the affairs 
of the Canadas were under the con- 
sideration of her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, and it was determined, 
upon the recommendation of the 
Earl of Durham, to re-unite the 
provinces, the Cabinet was so 
deeply impressed with the truth 
of his declaration, of the absolute 
necessity of the establishment by 
Parliament of a system of local 
government simultaneously with 
the measure for the Union, that 
the plan then submitted and era* 
bodied in the hill of that year, 
proceeded altogether upon that 
principle* Five district* were 


honoured with a view to my pro- 
ceedings, I was emphatically told 
that one of the most ftnporttnt 
principles to be kept in view fo ts&a 
any measures for the future go- 
▼eminent of the Canadas was ^ 
*' the establishment of a system of ^ 
local government by representative ^ 
bodies freely elected in the various I? j 
cities, and rural districts." " Tint 
after a full investigation of every ^ 
other plan which has been wg- t^ r 
gested, her Majesty's Government ^ 
have not been able to dlwnvr ^ 
in any but this the reason*** 
hope of a satisfactory settl em ent* 

" That attaching minor itnpcrtsam ^ 
to the details/’ " they 
depart from these principles/* 
Accordingly, in pursuance of fee 
duty assigned to me, and bsvwg *4 
obtained the assent of the legu* ^ 
lature of the two P TO ^ ncc *i?!\| ^ 1 
terms of the Union as they affect 
each in its relation to the other* s* k 
to the crown, I transmuted saw 
a plan for local govern nM®* » % 
whilat it Mtirdjr “* I 1 * 
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r principle for which her Majesty's 
vj: Gorsrmaeat contended, and the 
adoption of which they and I 
deemed indispensable, altogether 
r 4 removed the defects of the scheme 
.j of last year, and was generally 
>,i acceptable to the people. This 
r 5 plan received the cordial appro- 
bction of her Majesty’s Govern** 
i menu Your Lordship did not 

3 indeed deem it expedient to intro- 
s , dres to Parliament the clauses for 
(3 , currying out the provisions for the 

lystem which 1 transmitted to you# 

4 but you did mors# for you called 
upon Parliament to enable toe to 

3 provide all the necessary machinery 
i myself, subject to the leading prin- 
dples which 1 had recommended. 
t Under suph circumstances I 

should have been far lew surprised 
j to find the Union Bill abandoned 
r slttigether by the Government# 

than this most essential part of It 
f withdrawn* 1 should certainly 

, bare infinitely preferred that the 

, bill should have been deferred, 

, either than deprived of what reii- 
t it safe# or gave a fair chanoe 

f of Sts being advantageous. 

, For if# before my better ao 
quaintance with these Colonies, the 
» information which I oould acquire 
from the reports of others And from 
i gmcsl reasoning* had satisfied me 
t the necessity, to use the words 
, tf lord Durham, “ of making the 
Mfiddishment of good municipal 
institutions for the whole country 
a part of the colonial constitution 
the opportunity 1 have now had of 
studying the state of the British 
North American provinces— of ob- 
serving the social condition of the 
people, and the working of the 
ooestitutions under which they 
have been governed-— has con- 
vinesd tne that the oause of nearly 
all the difficulty in the government 
eve tf one of them# it to be 


found in the absence of any well- 
organised system of local govern- 
ment. 

Owing to this, duties the most 
unfit to be discharged by the gene* 
ral legislature are thrown upon it ; 
powers equally dangerous to the 
subject and to the crown are as- 
sumed by the Assembly. The 
people receive no training in those 
habits of self-government which 
are indispensable to enable them 
rightly to exercise the power of 
choosing representatives in Par- 
liament* No field is Open for the 
gratification of ambition in a nar- 
row circle, and no opportunity 
pven for testing the talents or 
integrity of those who are can- 
didates for popular favour. The 
people acquire no habits of self- 
dependence for the attainment of 
their own local otyects. Whatever 
Uneasiness they may feel— what- 
ever little improvement in their 
respective neighbourhoods may ap- 
pear to be neglected, afford grounds 
for Complaint against the executive* 
All is charged directly upon the 
Government, and a host of dis- 
contented Spirits are ever ready to 
excite these feelings. On the 
other hand, whilst the Govern** 
ment is thus brought directly in 
contact with the people, it has 
neither any officer in its own con- 
fidence in the different parts of 
there extended provinces from 
whom it can seek information, nor 
is there any recognised body en- 
joying the public confidence with 
whom it can communicate, either 
to determine what arc the real 
wants and wishes of the locality, 
or through whom it may afford 
explanation. 

Hence the readiness with which 
a demand for organic changes in 
the constitution nas been received 
liy the people* 
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Upon every consideration, there- 
fore, 1 am of opinion that it was 
our duty to seize the first oppor- 
tunity of supplying, through the 
Imperial Legislature, this capital 
omission in the constitution of 
these colonies, by the establishment 
of a good system of local govern- 
ment ; and although the act would, 
in fact, only have extended to the 
Canadas, I entertain no doubt that 
with such an authority before 
them, similar provisions would 
have been adopted by the legisla- 
tures in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, where the defect is no 
less glaring. 

But it may be said, why not 
trust to the provincial legislatures 
for the establishment of such in- 
stitutions if they are needed ? 

Lord Durham has given the 
reply which certainly appeared last 
year conclusive to her Majesty's 
Government, and the correctness 
of which I can now confirm — 
“ That it i9 vain to expect that 
such a sacrifice of power will be 
voluntarily made by a representa- 
tive body;” and to this I may 
also add, that although, after a 
considerable time and much ex- 
citement, the people might com- 
pel their representatives to esta- 
blish such a system, it is so easy 
to mislead them by representa- 
tions against taxation; although no 
more is in fact intended than to 
give the power of taxation by 
themselves for their own local ob- 
jects : and the argument in favour 
of its being the duty of the Go- 
vernment to find money for all 
their wants, is so specious and 
popular, that it would probably 
be some time before the people 
exerted themselves strenuously for 
this purpose ; and when they did, 
I greatly doubt whether it would 
bo possible to obtain those ohecks 


against abuse without which die 
system would fail ; and which it 
was my object to introduce in the 
manner submitted by me to her 
Majesty’s Government and ap- 
proved by them. 

With reference, therefore, to 
the future interests of all her 
Majesty’s North American pos- 
sessions, I deeply deplore the de- 
termination which has been taken; 
whilst with regard to the imme- 
diate and practical matter before 
me — namely, the government of 
the two Canadas under the Union 
Act, I confess that I am almost at 
a loss to conceive how it is pro- 
posed that it should be conducted. 

Under the provisions of the 
Union Act, not only will the 
general affairs of a country 1200 
miles long be placed under the 
direction of one executive autho- 
rity, thus distant from placet 
where it may be called upon to 
act ; but the local concerns of every 
district, and even village, through 
that vast extent of territory, must 
be more or less under its super- 
intendence, and that too in mat- 
ters of which it can know little or 
nothing. The provision by which 
the initiative of all money votes is 
confined to the Governor, is a 
most valuable and important change 
in the constitution of these pro* 
vinces; but it places a responsi- 
bility on the executive which can 
only be exercised under a system 
which relieves the public funds 
from demands for every little pal- 
try expenditure, and confines that 
application to matters of 
utility. As the Act now stand^ 
the executive Government will 
called upon to propose every g 180 * 
of 5/. or 10/. for a road or * 
bridge 600 or 700 mile* from 
aeat of Government; of tto men" 
of which it can know nothing! ** 
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of which it can learn nothing, ex- 
cept through representations which 
it has so opportunity of testing. 
If it acts, therefore, it will pro- 
bably act wrong ; if it does not, it 
is at once exposed to the reproach 
of having neglected the interests 
of the locality which it was bound 
to consider and advance. Whilst 
these duties are imposed upon it, 
too, no means whatever are 
afforded by which it can acquire 
information, or exercise the slight- 
est control. In Upper Canada it 
is true that there is some ma- 
chinery in the different districts 
now established by law, which 
will prevent the executive from 
being wholly powerless. There is 
an organization in each district of 
sheriffs, grand juries, &c., and the 
magistrates possess under the pro- 
vincial laws certain powers which, 
although defective, still afford the 
means of going on. But in Lower 
Canada this is entirely wanting; 
and the division there for judicial 
purposes is of a character which 
affords no assistance whatever with 
respect to the rural districts of the 
province. The band of the Go- 
vernment is entirely unknown and 
unfelt throughout them. If I had 
to seek for information from any 
place from ten to 150 miles from 
Quebec or Montreal, I possess no 
means whatever of obtaining it, 
except from the authorities called 
into existence by the rebellion, and 
for whose permanency there is no 
security whatever. If the execu- 
tive seeks to know the opinion of 
the people with regard to any im- 
provement, there is no one to 
whom application can be made. 
In a word, every country district 
throughout the whole of the vast 
province of Lower Canada, is as 
completely cut off from any con- 
nection with the executive, as if 


it were on the other side of the 
Atlantic, and under a different 
form of government. 

I certainly was impressed with 
the opinion that the existence of 
this state of things must be fully 
known to her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and that after the deliberate 
judgment that had been arrived 
at last year, and the instructions 
I had received, it was, therefore, 
unnecessary for me to have re- 
peated any statement, or have fur- 
nished any fresh argument in sup- 
port of the principle of local 
government. 

It remains for me, however, now 
only to consider the course which 
I can pursue under the determina- 
tion which has been arrived at. 

Entertaining so strongly as I 
do the conviction that the prin- 
cipal advantages intended by the 
Union Act are defeated by the 
omission of this part of the scheme, 
I confess that I should strongly 
incline to defer acting upon the 
powers conferred by it, and pro- 
claiming the Union at all, until 
Parliament had again had an op- 
portunity of reconsidering these 
clauses. But I must acknowledge 
that the delay which would thus 
arise, and the reopening the Ca- 
nada question in England, where 
unfortunately, all that relates to 
this country is so little understood, 
would be probably attended with 
greater evils, and I cannot, there- 
fore, take on myself the respon- 
sibility of recommending that 
course. 

But failing this, it would be far 
more grateful to me, with the 
opinions I hold on this subject, 
that her Majesty’s Government 
should confide the attempt to 
work out this new measure to 
other hands than mine, and no* 
thing but the anxiety whioh I 
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feel to discharge my duty to the that body which have already 
Queen to the last, and the deep passed, and provide for tome local 
interest which I now take in what organisation for the wants of the 
concerns these provinces, would country districts* The Council 
lead me to attempt the task under will, under any dreumiteaefc 
circumstances which 1 consider al- meet the middle of next month, 
most hopeless* to complete its labours preparatory 

I am willing, however* if re* to the Union J and I shin then 
< juiced, to yield to that con aid era- propose to them measures to this 
lion, and above all, to the feelings effect. 

of the people here, of whose con* 1 shall then be able to proclaim 
fidence I have lately received so the Union at the earliest period at 
many and such flattering proofs, which, looking to the time when 
and I shall endeavour to work the elections could be held, and to 
out the Act as it stands, by such the financial concerns of both pro* 
means as I possess. vinces it would be possible, namely, 

For Upper Canada it is out of at the beginning of January. The 
my power to make any provision* elections will take plaoe as SOta 
In Lower Canada, however, I afterwards as they conveniently 
shall, with the assistance of the can, and when the united Parlis* 
Special Council, provide such a merit meets, 1 shall propose to 
system as may supply a part at them, on the part of the Govern- 
least of what was intended to be ment, to adopt for the whole pro- 
given Under the provisions of the video a system of local govern- 
Bill; at all events to the extent ment which will already hav# 
which is necessary to carry out been in operation here, with such 
fully the different ordinances of additions As may appear neoeftary* 

Copy of a Despatch veom Lord John Russell to ybe Right Hon. 
Loud Sydenham.— (No. 5.) 

Downing Street, October 25, 1840. omission* I may also obserte that 
My Lord, — I have received your Mr. Gillespie and other* in tbU 
Lordship's Despatch, No* 160, of country well acquainted with Ca» 
the 16th of September, pointing nada, concurred in the ejections 
out the injurious consequences made to those clauses in the Hour 
which you anticipate from the dc*. of Commons* 
parturc in the Act for the reunion The benefit of municipal govern* 
of Canada, from the Bill which ment being so great, it is difficult 
you had proposed, and more par* to conceive that the legislature of 
ticularly from the omission of the United Province cfln long re* 
legislative provision for local go- sist the introduction of A syststn 
vernmenU ^ so useful to the interest*, and to 

Partaking as 1 do in the general directly tending to increase the 
opinions which you have expressed power of the people, when recota* 
or this subject, 1 nevertheless could mended warmly and repeatedly by 
not supply the want of Canadian the executive of the province afld 
authority for the municipal clauses, supported by the Crown, 
which induced Sir R* Peel and I have, &c«, 

Lord Stanley, friendly as they (Signed) J* RuseiU* 

were to the Hill, to support their The Right Hon. Lord Sydenham, 
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Copy of a Despatch from the Right Hon. Lord Sydenham to 
Lord John Russell. — (N o. 6.) 


1 Government House, Montreal, 

2 September 27, 1840. 

* My Lord, — I have the honour 
r to inform you that 1 returned to 

* this city on Thursday last, the 

c 94th instant* 

1 shall transmit to your Lord* 
i Ship* by the next mail, copies of 
»i the various addresses which 1 have 
« received during my tour, and of 
my replies* In the mean time, it 
t affords ftip the most sincere satis* 

* faction to be enabled to say that, 

J throughout the very extensive dis- 

i trine of country which I have 

> visited, comprising nearly the 

i whole of the province of Upper 

Canada, the best possible spirit 
i prevails* 

t From the province line to Am- 
ft hemburg and Sandwich, from 

t Lake Erie to Penetanguishine, I 

t hate everywhere found a deter- 

mination to forget past differences, 
and to unite in an endeavour to 
obtain, under the Act of Union, 
those practical measures for the 
improvement of the country which 
t have been too long neglected in 

i the struggle for party and per- 

sonal objects. At Toronto, even, 
where party spirit reigns with 
nmra violence than in any other 
part, the general feeling of the 
province at last prevailed over the 
opinions of the extremes, and I 
Aet there with a most cordial re- 
ception from all parties, and had 
the opportunity, of which I was 
glad to avail myself, of doing much 
to soften down the asperities which 
had existed* 

Amongst the British inhabitants 
of this part of Lower Canada, 1 
am also happy to say that the 
same good feeling reigns, and the 
same confidence m the principles 
upon which 1 have conducted my 


f wernment, and in the exertions 
have made to introduce improve- 
ment. 

The citizens of Montreal had 
prepared a public entry for my 
return, which 1 have reason to 
know would have been most nu- 
merously attended, but this I was 
compelled from illness to decline. 

Of many of the French Cana- 
dians I am sorry to say that the 
reports which reach me arc not so 
favourable ; great efforts are made 
by some few of the leaders of the 
old Papineau party to mislead the 
people, and they are seconded in 
the most mischievous manner by 
Mr. Neilson of Quebec* Hut, al- 
though they may be successful in 
imposing on the credulity and ig- 
norance of the habitans so far as to 
obtain the return to the United 
Legislature of a small party of 
violent men opposed to British 
connexion, 1 am satisfied that they 
will not again induce the peasantry 
to support any attempts at dis- 
turbance. 

1 should do injustice to my own 
feelings if 1 were not to state to 
our Lordship the impression which 
as been left on my mind by the 
inspection which 1 have made of 
the Upper Province* It is really 
impossible to say too much of the 
advantages which nature has be- 
stowed upon it, especially that 
part of the country which lies be- 
tween the three lakes, Ontario, 
Erie, and Huron. If these great 
advantages be properly used, I 
foresee that in the course of a 
very few years that province must 
beeome one of the most valuable 
possessions of the British empire. 
Its population may be trebled, and 
its products increased in an im- 
mense ratio; whilst, if properly 
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governed, its inhabitants will, I jects which her Majesty can ntitn- 
am satisfied, become the most loyal, ber. I have, Ike ., 
intelligent, and industrious sub- (Signed) Sydenham. 

The Right Hon. Lord John Russell, & c. 


Copy of ▲ Despatch prom the Right Hon. Lord Sydenham 
to Lord John Russell.— -(No. 12.) 


Government House , Montreal , 
February 16, 1841. 

My Lord, — I have the honour 
to inform your Lordship that, in 
pursuance of the authority vested 
in me by the Royal Commission, 
and by the Order of her Majesty 
in Council of the 10th of August 
last, 1 on the 5th instant issued a 
proclamation, a copy of which is 
enclosed, appointing the 10th in- 
stant as the day on which the 
union of the provinces of Upper 
and Lower Canada should take 
effect. On that day I accordingly 
took the oaths and assumed the 
office of Captain-General and 
Governor-in-Chief of the United 
Province, according to the form 
prescribed by the Royal Commis- 
sion. I the same day issued a 
commission to Sir George Arthur, 
appointing him to discharge the 
duties of Deputy-Governor for 
that part of the province hereto- 
fore U pper Canada, and investing 
him with all the authority pre- 
viously belonging to him as Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Upper Canada, 
with the exception of the use of 
the great seal. 

Sir George Arthur had most 
kindly consented, at my request, 
to defer his departure until the 
middle of next month, and to un- 
dertake this duty; and I beg to 
take this opportunity of expressing 
to your Lordship my sense of the 
very generous conduct of his Ex- 
cellency in thus affording his as- 
sistance to prevent inconvenience 
to the public service, and render 


more easy tbe passage from two 
distinct governments to one. 

I enclose copies of the official 
correspondence which has passed 
between us on this subject. 

The considerations which in- 
duced me to select the* 10th of 
February as the day on which tbe 
Union should be brought into ope- 
ration will readily occur to your 
Lordship. It is the anniversary of 
the marriage of our Sovereign ; it 
is also peculiarly remarkable in 
Canadian history, as the anniver- 
sary of the conclusion at Paris of 
the definitive treaty of peace, by 
which Canada was surrendered to 
the British Crown ; and as the 
day on which, three years ago, the 
Act of the British Parliament for 
the suspension of the Constitution 
of Lower Canada received tbe 
Royal assent. It was, moreover, 
the day on which the Legislature 
of Upper Canada was last year 
prorogued, and on which, there- 
fore, had the Act of the 81st 
George 3rd., cap. 31, remained in 
force, it would have been neces- 
sary that that Legislature should 
again have come together. 

On the occasion of the Union, I 
took the opportunity of addressing 
the inhabitants of Canada gene- 
rally, through a proclamation, 
urging on them the necessity of a 
cordial co-operation of all classes 
to promote the common welfare, 
and to carry out the views with 
which the Imperial Parliament 
had adopted the measure of re* 
uniting tbe two provinces* Of 
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this proclamation I enclose a 1 have nominated as members 
copy. of my Executive Gouncil Messrs. 

On the 15th instant I issued a R. B. Sullivan, J. H. Dunn, D. 
proclamation, summoning the Par- Daly, S. B. Harrison, C. R. Og- 
liament of the United Province to den (Attorney-General for Lower 
meet at Kingston ; the writs to be Canada), W. H. Draper (Attor- 
tested on the 19th instant, and to ney-General for Upper Canada), 
be returnable on the 8 th of April. Robert Baldwin (Solicitor- General 
The meeting of the Legislature, for Upper Canada), and Charles 
for the dispatch of business, I hope D. Day (Solicitor-General for 
to be able to fix for a day about Lower Canada ;) and 1 have to 
the middle of May, by which time request that your Lordship will 
I expect the water communication submit their names for her Ma- 
will be open, and the arrange- jesty's approbation. Messrs. Daly, 
menu requisite for the accommo- Harrison, Ogden, and Draper, have 
dation of the two Houses, and of already been sworn in 5 the others 
the government departments, com- will take the oaths on the first 
pleted. convenient opportunity. 

It will of course be necessary. It is my intention hereafter to 
in consequence of the Union, to furnish your Lordship with a re- 
remodel the principal government port on the arrangements which I 
officers ; and to this task I shall shall make for the future conduct 
immediately address myself. The of the Government of Canada, and 
only appointments which 1 have I shall then state to your Lordship 
hitherto made are, of Mr. Daly, the names of those whom I would 
late Provincial Secretary of Lower submit to her Majesty to be ap- 
Canada, and Mr. Harrison, late pointed to the several offices not 
Civil Secretary of Upper Canada, now mentioned, and I shall ex- 
to be Secretaries for the United plain the alterations which I pro- 
Province. Mr. Dunn, late Re- pose to make for the better con- 
ceiver- General of Upper Canada, duct of the public business. My 
I shall appoint immediately Re- arrangements being at present in- 
ceiver-General of the United Pro- complete, I feel that it is more 
vince, as it appears that until such convenient to postpone for a short 
an appointment be made, it will time such a communication, 
be impossible to draw from the I have, &c., 

public chest any of the moneys (Signed) Sydenham. 

appropriated by law to the public The Right Hon. 
service. Lord John Russell, &c. 

(Enclosure 1 in No. 12 .) 

A Proclamation. , 

Province op Lower Canada. — Sydenham. 

Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

To all our loving subjects whom ment of our Provinces of Upper 
these presents may concern, Canada and Lower Canada, and 
greeting : — for the security of the rights and 

Whereas, for the good govern- liberties and the preservation of 
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the interests of all classes of our 
subjects within the same, it is by 
an Act of Parliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, made and passed in the 
fourth year of our reign , intituled, 
“ An Act to Reunite the Pro* 
vinces of Upper Canada and Lower 
Canada, and for the Government 
of Canada," amongst other things 
enacted, that it shall be lawful for 
us, with the advice of our Privy 
Council, to declare or to authorise 
the Governor- General of our said 
two Provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada to declare that the said 
two Provinces upon, from, and 
after a certain day, in such Pro* 
clamation to be appointed, spch 
day being within fifteen calendar 
months next after the passing of 
the paid Act, shall form and be 
one province, under the name of 
the Province of Canada, and 
thenceforth the said province shall 
constitute and be one province, 
under the name aforesaid, upon, 
from, and after the dav so ap^ 
pointed as aforesaid. And whereas 
in pursuance and exercise of the 
powers so vested in us by the said 
recited Act, we did on the 10th day 
of August, 1840, with the advice 
of our Privy Council, authorise 
the Governor-General of the said 
two Provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada, to declare by Proclama- 
tion that the said two provinces, 
upon, from, and after a certain 
day, in such Proclamation to he 
appointed, such day being within 
fifteen calendar months next after 
the passing of the said Act, should 
form and be one province, under 
the name pf the Province of 
Canada. 

Now know ye, therefore, that 


our right trusty and well-belowd 
Councillor, Charles Baron Sydeo. 
ham, our Governor-General of our 
said two Provinces of Upper and 
Lower Canada, hath, in pursuant! 
of the provisions of the said it* 
cited Act, and under and by virtue 
of the power and authority by ui 
granted to him at aforesaid de- 
termined to declare, and it is by 
this our Royal Proclamation de- 
clared, that the said provinces, 
upon, from, and after the 10th 
day of this present month of Fe- 
bruary, shall form, and be one 
province, under the name ef tbs 
Province of Canada, of which all 
our loving subjects and all other* 
concerned are to take notice, and 
govern themselves accordingly. 

In testimony whereof we havs 
caused these our letters to bo made 
patent, and the great seal of out 
said Province of Lower Canada to 
he hereunto affixed. 

Witness our right trusty and 
wejl-beloved Charles Baron Syden- 
ham, of Sydenham, in the county 
of Kent, and Toronto in Canada, 
Governor-General of British North 
America, and Captain-General and 
Gpvernor-in-Chief in and over our 
Provinces of Lower Canada and 
Upper Canada, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, and the Island of 
Prince Edward, and Vice-Admiral 
of the same. 

At our Government House in 
our city of Montreal, in our said 
Province of Lower Canada, the 
fifth day of February, in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-one, and in the 
fourth year of our reign. 

(By command) 

(Signed) D. Daly. 

Secretary the Province- 
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(Enclosure 3 In No. 12.) 

Province of Lower Canada.— -Sydenham, 

Mm EMCtllqncy the Right Honourable Charles Baron Sydenham, 
qf Sydenham, in the County of KetU , and Toronto in Canada , 
one qf her Majesty s Most Honourable Privy Council, Governor- 
General qf British North America, and Captain- General and 
Governor-in- Chief in and over the Provinces of Canada, Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Island of Prince Edward , and 
Vice-Admiral of the same : 

A Proclamation. 


In obedience to the commands 
of the Queen, I have this day 
assumed the Government of the 
Province of Canada. Upper and 
Lover Canada, separated for fifty 
years, are once more reunited, and 
henceforward form one province, 
under one administration. 

On my arrival in Lower Canada, 

1 declared that one of the main 
otyeoti of my mission, was to put 
W end to the suspension of the 
comtittitiou of that province, and 
to restore to its inhabitants the 
full benefit of British Institutions. 
That object is accomplished. By 
the Imperial Act, which fixes the 
Union, representative government 
is again established, and that con- 
trol by the people over their own 
sfiair*, which is deemed the high- 
est privilege of Britons, is once 
more restored to them. The Act 
which provides for this affixes cer- 
tain conditions to the grant, over 
which the Provincial Legislature 
can exorcise no authority, while it 
haves to the final arbitration of 
that Legislature all questions but 
those which the Imperial Parlia- 
mat in its wisdom has deemed 
eamntial itself to determine— the 
legislative reunion, the establish* 
ment of a secure and firm adminis- 
tration of government, and the 
maintenance of the due relations 
of colony and parent state. Efforts 


have been sedulously made to de- 
ceive the unwary, and especially 
some of our fellow-subjects of 
French origin, upon this point, 
to represent these provisions as in- 
jurious, to treat them as suscep- 
tible of change here, and to ex- 
cite opposition, which can only 
prove as mischievous as it must be 
useless. 

I rely, however, on these efforts 
proving unavailing ; and I appeal 
with confidence to the loyalty and 
good sense of the inhabitants of 
Lower Canada, of whatever origin, 
so to use the power which is now 
again committed to their hands os 
to justify the trust which our 
Sovereign and the Imperial Par- 
liament have reposed in them, and 
cordially to join in an endeavour 
to promote tie common interest of 
the United Province. 

In Upper Canada the sense of 
the people was declared, fully and 
freely through their constitutional 
organs, upon the great question of 
the Union itself, and on the prin- 
ciples on which it should be based. 
Tnose principles have been adopted 
by the Imperial Parliament ; and 
it will ever be matter of the ut- 
most gratification to me that my 
humble efforts have aided in per- 
fecting a measure securing, as I 
firmly believe, to that province, 
which I regard with feelings of 
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affection as well as interest, advan- 
tages which it could attain by no 
other means. 

Inhabitants of the Province of 
Canada! henceforward may you 
be united in sentiment, as you are 
from this day in name. Who can 
visit, as it has been my good for- 
tune to do, the extensive regions 
which are now united in one 
common denomination, and fail to 
acknowledge the vast resources 
they present for all that can con- 
duce to the comforts and happiness 
of man? A part of the mighty 
empire of England, protected by 
her arms, assisted by her treasury, 
admitted to all the benefits of 
trade as her citizens, your freedom 
guaranteed by her laws, and your 
rights supported by the sympathy 
of your fellow-subjects there — 
Canada enjoys a position unsur- 
passed by any country in the 
world. 

It is for you, its inhabitants, 
to cultivate these advantages, to 
avail yourselves of the new era 
which now opens upon you. Our 
gracious Sovereign and the people 
hi England watch with anxiety 
• the result of the great change 


which has to-day received its com* 
pletion. It is the first wish of 
the Queen to rule in the hearts 
of her subjects, and to feel that 
they are contented and prosperous 
under her mild and just sway. 
Her Parliament and Government, 
in conferring on you new insti- 
tutions, have sought only your 
happiness and advantage. In your 
hands rests now your own fate; 
and by the use which you will 
make of the opportunity must it be 
decided. May the All-wise Dis- 
poser of events so ordain your acts, 
that they may tend to the promo- 
tion of peace and happiness amongst 
you ; and may He pour his bless- 
ing upon that Union of which it 
is my pleasing duty this day to 
announce to you the completion. 

Given under my hand and seal 
at arms at the Government-house, 
in the city of Montreal, in the 
said Province of Canada, the tenth 
day of February, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-one, and in the 
fourth year of her Majesty's reign. 

By command, 
(Signed) D. Daly, 

Secretary of the Province. 
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Copy op a Despatch from Lord John Russell to the Right 
Hon. Lord Sydenham. — (No. 18 .) 

Downing Street , May 3, 1841. Jn any measures that may be % 

My Lord, — The despatches adopted, it must be taken for ^ 

which I have received from you granted that her Majesty persists ci> 

on the general state of the Pro- in the determination to maintain ^ 

vince of Canada, the reports with at all hazards her royal authority % 

which you have furnished me on in Canada. Neither the honour || 

several important subjects, and the of her Majesty's Crown, nor the ,v : 

approaching meeting of the Coun- support due to her loyal subjects n c 

cil and Assembly of the United in British North America, nor the 

Province, have induced me to ex- provident care of the interests of 

plain to you at this time the views the empire at large, would permit t 

which her Majesty's Government any deviation from this fixed prin- '> 

entertain on the topics most inter- ciple of British policy, 
esting to the welfare of Canada. At the same time her Majesty's j ^ 
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adrittw are not insensible to tbe 
difficulties imposed upon them in 
carrying into execution tbe pur- 
pose of the Crown. A province, 
bordered by an open frontier of 
more than a thousand miles, ap- 
proached with ease at all times by 
tbe citizens of a neighbouring and 
powerful state, separated from 
England not only by the ocean 
but by the rigours of climate and 
reason, must be maintained by a 
judicious preparation for defence 
in time of peace, and a vigorous 
exertion of the resources of the 
empire in time of war— or not at 
alL To trifle with the fortunes of 
3 men whose lives and properties are 
freely devoted to the service of 
England, or to encourage foreign 
i aggression by neglect or apathy, 
t would be far worse than the spon- 
i taneous surrender of these import- 
ant possessions of the Crown. The 
; Canadians might in such a case 
incur no risk, no blood need be 
; died, and the treasures of the em- 
pire might be spared. The other 
course would be cruel to a brave 
people, and unbecoming the cha- 
racter of the country, 
j But, as I have already said, we 
have no alternative. We have 
only to consider the means of bind- 
ing Canada more firmly to this 
country, of developing her re- 
sources, of strengthening her Bri- 
: tiah population, of defending her 

s territory, and of supporting and 

< encouraging the loyal spirit of her 

< people. 

t In this spirit, then, I shall touch 
j npon the principal topics connected 
5 with these views : — 

1. — Finance. 

i You have stated tbe debt of the 

» United Province to amount to 

1,226,000/., and with the sum re- 
quired to complete public works 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


necessary for the free passage be- 
tween the western portion of the 
province, the St. Lawrence and the 
sea, to about 1,500, 000/. 

The Queen’s Government coin- 
cide in your views of the expedi- 
ency of making such an arrange- 
ment as may employ the credit of 
this country for the benefit of the 
finances of Canada, and have given 
their best consideration to the plan 
proposed in your despatches. They 
are of opinion that such an ar- 
rangement, if it can be carried 
into effect, with the consent of the 
creditors, would he in every way 
desirable, but they feel that the 
objections to a bill, compelling 
parties to receive payment of their 
money in breach of agreements 
entered into with them by com- 
petent authority, are insuperable. 

Her Majesty’s Government are 
ready to give any assistance in 
conformity with your proposal 
which does not appear to them 
inconsistent with good faith. They 
are ready to propose to Parliament 
to guarantee a loan which may be 
required for public works (under 
the restrictions suggested by you), 
for the repayment of such part of 
the debt as may be now redeem- 
able, or may be held by creditors, 
who shall declare themselves will- 
ing to accept reasonable terms. 

With regard to this latter sum, 
it appears to the Government most 
expedient that you should fix such 
terms as you may consider suffi- 
cient to induce the creditors to ac- 
cept the proposed equivalent (not 
of course exceeding 100 /. for every 
nominal 100/. lent) ; that you 
should make known such tender 
in such way as may appear to you 
most advisable, giving the holders 
sufficient notice and information, 
and fixing a given day before 
which the willingness of the par- 
2 G 


Digitized by 


Google 



450 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1841. 


ties to accept such offer should be 
sent in. 

To do this, an Act of the Ca- 
nada Legislature will be necessary, 
and when that is obtained the sub- 
sequent arrangements might be 
made ; or through some party de- 
puted on the part of the Canadas 
to this country with full instruc- 
tions. 

It may, perhaps, be also expe- 
dient at the same time by law to 
enable trustees, &c., to account, 
as in cases where the interest of 
loans are received in this country. 
Upon receiving the information of 
the assent of the parties accepting 
the terms proposed, the necessary 
means may be taken in this coun- 
try to raise the requisite funds; 
and it may be expedient that you 
should fix the day for the paying 
off such assenting creditors ana 
other claims at a time when the 
Parliament of this country is sit- 
ting ; for should it be necessary to 
have recourse to a loan, such a 
measure has always been con- 
sidered open to objection during 
the prorogation of Parliament. 

2. — Defence. 

I have perused with great in- 
terest the enclosures in your de- 
spatch of the 24th of December, 
containing reports from Lieu- 
' tenant-General Sir Richard Jack- 
son, and Colonel Oldfield, the 
commanding officer of engineers, 
on this subject. 

The question is one of so much 
importance, that I was not satis- 
fied with referring your despatch 
to the Master-General and Board 
of Ordnance, but J also asked the 
opinion of the Commander-in- 
chief, and requested him to con- 
sult the Duke of Wellington, 
whose high authority on every 


military subject is in this instance * T ' 
of peculiar weight, from the at- "* 
tention he has for many yean 
given to this matter, both on L 

political and on military grounds. J 

Their opinions are transmitted 
with this despatch. 3 

Her Majesty’s Government agree * ' 

in opinion with Lord Hill and ur 
Sir Richard Jackson, that “ no de- 
pendence upon the decided supe- ~ 
riority of our troops, and arrange- 
ments made for defence connected L 
with them, should lead us to ne- ' J 
gleet the construction and com- 4A 
pletion of permanent works ealeu- * 
lated for the protection of the ‘ 
points of most importance to us.” ** 

They likewise concur in bis k 
lordship's opinion, that in the 
event of the construction of these 
or any other works, a large effec- u I 
tive regular force, and a milida, - 
registered and enrolled, but not * 
called from their districts, except ^ 
in case of invasion, will be india* * 
pen sable, 

But it cannot be reasonably ex- 
pec ted that works on a large scale ^ 
should be undertaken without re* ^ 

ference to the great expense to be 
incurred. ^ 

I have therefore to inform you ^ 
that the Government are prepared 
to state their opinion that, beyond *} 
the ordinary estimates of the year, 'H 
100,000/. should yearly be applied ; ; 

for the defence of Canada. At * 

present, this sum is nearly ah- ^ 
sorbed in the maintenance of the ^ 
militia and volunteers. But by a 
more economical plan this expend * 

might be greatly diminished, and ft 

a great portion of the sum of f 
100,000/. left for the improve- - 

raent of military communications, ^ 

and the erection or repair of for- 
tifications. 

You will hear further from me 
on this point when I have more 
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fully considered the various plans 
proposed. 

3. — Emigration. 

1 have read with great interest 
your despatches on this subject, 
and I agree with you in opinion 
that it would not be wise for this 
country to engage to convey emi- 
grants to Canada at the public 
expense. But neither can 1 agree 
that this country ought to pledge 
itself indefinitely to the expense 
of maintaining the emigrants in 
Canada till they are able to ob- 
tain employment. 

I quite concur, however, in the 
sense you entertain of the import- 
ance of the object. 

It is a hardship to Canada that 
she should be obliged to maintain 
the pauper emigrants from the 
United Kingdom, who arrive in a 
state of destitution and disease. 
But this object was formerly pro- 
vided for by the imposition of the 
emigrant tax, and I think the re- 
newal of this tax should be recom- 
mended to the Legislature of Ca- 
nada. 

I have recommended to the 
Treasury that the expense thus 
incurred by the emigrant should, 
in consideration of the great politi- 
cal advantages likely to flow from 
emigration to Canada, be defrayed 
by this country. 

Supposing a tax of 5$. a-nead, 
32,000 emigrants might be freed 
from the tax for 8,000/. This is 
a sum which I think Parliament 
might be asked to vote for so im- 
portant an object. The tax might 
then be paid in Canada, not by 
the captain of the passenger ship, 
but by the Commissary-General, 


on proper vouchers of the number 
of emigrants landed. 

In this case, the only emigrants 
paid for must be those whose fit- 
ness for emigration had been pre- 
viously attested by an emigration 
agent in this country. 

The emigrant tax would then 
act as a check, and very properly 
so, on those who could not obtain 
the attestation required. 

I have now adverted to the 
three principal topics to which I 
have called the attention of the 
Queen’s confidential servants. 
There are many others of great 
importance to the welfare of 
Canada, but upon which I am 
anxious to receive your reports 
before proceeding further. 

Of this kind are the engage- 
ments of the Land Companies, 
and the future disposal of the 
Crown Lands. 

The means of communication 
for commercial purposes within 
the British territory, through the 
v/hole length of Canada, must 
always be a matter of the highest 
interest, both to Canada and to 
this country. But it seems to 
me that with a Legislature in 
Canada disposed to co-operate with 
the Queen and the Parliament of 
the United Kingdom, in develop- 
ing her vast ami unexplored re- 
sources, there is every hope that 
we shall behold the prosperity of 
that noble province augment every 
vear, and add more and more to 
the strength and stability of the 
empire. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J- Russell. 
The Right Hon. Lord Sydenham, &c. 
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III.— INTERNATIONAL. 

Convention between her Majesty and the Republic op Hatti, 

CONTAINING THE ACCESSION OF THAT REPUBLIC TO TWO CONVEN- 
TIONS between Great Britain and France, for the more 

EFFECTUAL SUPPRESSION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 

Signed at P or i-au- Prince, December 23, 1839. 


Her Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, having, conformably 
to the IXth Article of the Con- 
vention concluded on the 30th of 
November, 1831, between Great 
Britain and France, for the sup- 
pression of the Slave Trade, invited 
the President of the Republic of 
Hayti to accede to the said Con- 
vention ; 

And the President of the Re- 
public of Hayti, equally animated 
with the desire to concur in the 
same humane object, having cor- 
dially assented to this proposal ; 

The two high powers, with the 
view of accomplishing this gene- 
rous design, and of giving due 
authenticity, and all accustomed 
solemnity, to the accession of the 
President of the Republic of 
Hayti, and to the acceptance 
thereof by her Britannic Majesty, 
have resolved to conclude to this 
effect a formal convention, and 
have in consequence named for 
their Plenipotentiaries, that is to 

Her Majesty th e Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, George William Con- 
way Courtenay, Esquire, a Captain 
in her navy, and her Consul in 
Hayti ; 

And the President of the Re- 
public of Hayti, the senator Noel 
Viallet ; 


Who, after having reciprocally 
communicated to each other their 
full powers, found to be in good 
and due form, have agreed upon 
the following Articles : — 

Article I.— The President of 
the Republic of Hayti accedes 
to the Conventions concluded and 
signed on the 30th of November, 
1831, and on the 22nd of March, 
1833, between his late Majesty 
the King of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
his Majesty the King of the 
French, relating to the suppression 
of the Slave Trade, as well as to 
the annex of the latter Convention 
containing Instructions to cruisers, 
excepting the reservations and 
modifications expressed in the Ar- 
ticles II., III., IV., and V., herein- 
after given, which Articles shall 
be considered additional to the 
said Conventions and to the Annex 
above mentioned ; and excepting 
the differences which necessarily 
result from the situation of the 
President of the Republic of 
Hayti, as a party acceding to these 
Conventions after tbeir conclusion. 

Her Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland accepts the accession 
of the President of the Republic 
of Hayti. 

Therefore, all the Articles of the 
two Conventions aforesaid, and all 
the conditions of the said Annex, 
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shall, excepting the reservations 
and modifications aforesaid, be held 
to have been concluded and signed, 
in the same manner as the present 
Convention, directly between her 
Majesty the Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the President of the 
Republic of HaytL 
the high contracting parties en- 
gage and promise reciprocally to 
each other, to execute faithfully 
all the clauses conditions, and 
i obligations of the present Conven- 
tion, subject always to the re- 
servations and modifications therein 
contained ; and in order to prevent 
. any uncertainty, it has been agreed 
that the above mentioned Conven- 
3 tions, and the Annex of the latter, 
j containing instructions to cruizers, 
: shall be inserted here, word for 
: word, as follows 

[Here follow the Conventions of 
November 30, 1831, and March 
i 22, 1833, and the Annex con- 
; taining the Instructions to 
cruizers, which have already 
: been laid before Parliament.] 

Article II. — It is agreed, with 
reference to the Vth Article of the 
i instructions annexed to the Sup- 
i plementary Convention of the 
; 22nd of March, 1833, that all ves- 
[ sel» bearing the Haytian flag, and 
appearing by their papers to belong 
fo Hayti, which shall be detained 
; in execution of the Conventions 
above described, by the cruizers of 
f her Majesty the Queen of the 
, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, shall be conducted or 
sent to Port-au-Prince, capital of 
the Republic of Hayti. 

Article III.— If the Republic 
°f Hayti should not deem it ex- 
pedient to fit out cruizers for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, it 
nevertheless engages to furnish the 
®pwial authority’ or warrant re* 


quired by the Vth Article of the 
Convention of the 30th November, 
1831, to the commanders of the 
British cruizers, as soon as the 
names and the number thereof shall 
have been notified to the republic. 

Article IV. — Whereas the Is- 
lands of Cuba and of Porto Rico 
are only separated from the Island 
of Hayti by a narrow strait each ; 
and whereas the Republic of 
Hayti, as a free, sovereign, and 
independent state, possesses the ex- 
clusive right of police within its 
own waters ; it is agreed that, by 
exception to Nos. 3 and 4 of Ar- 
ticle I. of the Convention of the 
30th November, 1831, British 
cruizers shall not search Haytian 
vessels navigating within that half 
of one or the other strait conti- 
guous to the coasts of Hayti. 

Article V. — It is also agreed: 

1st. That Article II. of the Con- 
vention of the 30th of November, 
1831, Article I. of the Convention 
of the 22nd of March, 1833, and 
No. 1 of the instructions thereunto 
annexed, shall, as far as the com- 
manders of Haytian cruizers are 
concerned, be understood in this 
sense, that the said commanders 
shall be of the ranks therein spe- 
cified, or of corresponding ranks. 

2nd. That by exception to Arti- 
cle V. of the Convention of the 22nd 
March, 1833, that portion of the 
net produce of the sale of the cap- 
tured vessels and of their cargoes, 
which falls to the share of the 
British cruizers, shall, conformably 
to the Haytian laws, be only fifty 
per cent, of the net produce of the 
sale ; and it is further understood 
that no kind of head money will 
be due by the Haytian Govern- 
ment on captives found on hoard 
the said ships, and landed in the 
republic. 

3rd. That the last paragraph of 
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Article XL of the Convention of 
the 22nd March, 1833, viz., “ They 
reserve to themselves , however, for 
the welfare of the slaves them- 
selves, the right to employ them as 
servants or free labourers , con- 
formably to their respective laws 
shall be held null and void as 
regards the Haytian Government, 
inasmuch as the liberty they will 
enjoy in Hayti will, conformably 
to the intention of the constitution, 
be full, entire, and without re- 
straint ; and as, according to a law 
passed on the 19thof November last, 
the Republic has proclaimed that 
it will provide for their welfare. 


Article VI.— The present Con- 
vention shall be ratified, and the 
ratifications thereof shall be ex- 
changed at Port-au-Prince within 
the space of six months, or sooner 
if possible. 

In witness whereof, the above- 
named Plenipotentiaries have sign- 
ed the present Convention, and 
have affixed thereto the seals of 
their arms. 

Done at Port-au-Prince, the 
twenty-third of December, . one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
nine. 

(L.S.) G. W. C. Courten at* 
(L.S.) N. Viallbt. 


Treaty between Her Majesty and the Argentine Confedera- 
tion, FOR TIIE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 

Signed at Buenos Ayres , May 24th, 1839. 


Her Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and the Argentine 
Confederation, being equally ani- 
mated by a sincere desire to co- 
operate for the utter extinction of 
the infamous and piratical traffic 
in slaves, have resolved to con- 
clude a Treaty for the special 
purpose of attaining this object, 
so fur as relates to the total and 
final abolition of the Slave Trade 
in the Argentine Confederation; 
and have respectively named for 
this purpose, as their Plenipoten- 
tiaries to wit : John Henry Man- 
deviile, esa , her said Majesty's 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the 
United Provinces of the Rio de la 
Plata; and Senor Don Felipe de 
Arana, Minister for Foreigu Af- 
fairs, and Member of the Council ; 
who, having duly communicated 
to each other their respective full 


powers, and found them to be m 
proper form, have agreed upon 
and concluded the following Ar- 
ticles : — 

Article I. — The Slave Trade 
having been legally abolished 
throughout the territories of the 
Argeutine Confederation, is he** 
by declared to be henceforward 
and for ever totally prohibited to 
all the citizens of the said republic, 
in all parts of the world. 

Article II. — The Argentine 
Confederation hereby engage, that 
immediately after the exchange 
of the ratifications of the preset 
Treaty, and from time to time 
afterwards, as may become need- 
ful, they will take the mosteilec* 
tual measures for preventing ; t 
citizens of the said republic tro® 
being concerned, and the flag . 
that republic from being 
carrying on, in any way, the tme* 


*iily 

E5I 

32JI 

ik 

•«T 

or;t 
aid 
•is 
i a 

‘tCJ 

Did 

: nc 

m 

tti 

150 

RR 

JTdn 

i is 

HI? 

*», 

l 

•l£M, 

‘ r £ 

*1 

Jin 

at l 

A I 

n 

h 

•4 

k 

H- 

is 

! *i 

* 

aj 

fs 




STATE PAPERS. 


455 


in Slaves; and the said republic 
f especially engages that, within two 
months after the above-mentioned 
J exchange of ratifications, they will 

11 renew the promulgation, through- 

n out the territory of the republic, 

of the penal law by which the 
Slave Trade has been declared 
S1 piracy; and that the punishment 

11 attached to piracy shall be in- 

6 flicted on all those citizens who 

shall, under any pretext whatever, 
f tale any part whatever in the 

£ traffic of Slaves. 

i: Article III.— In order more 

completely to accomplish the ob- 
6 ject of the present Treaty, the two 
high contracting parties mutually 
consent that those ships of their 
navies respectively, which shall be 
provided with special instructions 
for that purpose, as hereinafter 
mentioned, may visit such mer- 
chant vessels of the two nations 
u may, upon reasonable grounds, 
be suspected of being engaged in 
the traffic in Slaves, or ot having 
been fitted out for the purposes 
thereof, or of having, during the 
voyage in which they are met 
with by the said cruisers, been 
engaged in the traffic in Slaves, 
contrary to the provisions of this 
Treaty ; and that such cruisers 
may detain, and send or carry 
away such vessels, in order that 
they may be brought to trial in 
the manner hereinafter agreed 
upon 

Article IV. — In order to re- 
gulate the mode of carrying the 
provisions of the preceding Article 
into execution, it is agreed : 

1st. That all ships of the navies 
of the two nations, which shall 
hereafter be employed to prevent 
the traffic in Slaves, shall be 
famished by their respective Go- 
vernments with a copy, in the 
English and Spanish languages, 


of the present Treaty ; of the in' 
structions for cruizers annexed 
thereto, letter A ; and of the re- 
gulations for the Mixed Courts of 
Justice, annexed thereto, letter B ; 
which Annexes shall be considered 
as integral parts of the Treaty. 

2ndly. That each of the high 
contracting parties shall, from time 
to time, communicate to the other 
the names of the several ships 
which have been furnished with 
such instructions, the force of each 
ship, and the names of their seve- 
ral commanders. 

3rdly. That if, at any time, 
there shall be just cause to suspect 
that any merchant vessel, sailing 
under the flag of either nation, 
and proceeding under the convoy 
of any ship or ships of war of 
either of the contracting parties, 
is engaged, or is intended to be 
engaged, in the traffic in Staves, 
or is fitted out for the purposes 
thereof, or has, during the voyage 
on which she may be met with, 
been engaged in the traffic in 
Slaves, it shall be lawful for the 
oommander of any ship of the 
Royal navy of Great Britain, or 
of the navy of the Argentine 
Confederation, furnished with such 
instructions as aforesaid, to com- 
municate his suspicions to the com- 
mander of the convoy, who, ac- 
companied by the commander of 
the cruizer, shall prooeed to the 
search of the suspected vessel ; 
and in case the suspicions appear 
well founded, according to the 
tenor of this Treaty, then the said 
vessel shall be conducted or sent 
to one of the points where the 
Mixed Courts of Justice are sta- 
tioned, in order to undergo the 
sentence applicable to the case. 

4thly. It is further mutually 
agreed, that the commanders of 
the ships of the two navies re* 
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spectively, who shall be employed 
on this service, shall adhere strictly 
to the exact tenor of the aforesaid 
instructions. 

Article V. — As the two pre- 
ceding Articles are entirely re- 
ciprocal, the two high contracting 
parties engage mutually to make 
good any losses which their re- 
spective subjects or citizens may 
incur by the arbitrary and illegal 
detention of their vessels ; it being 
understood that this indemnity 
shall invariably be borne by the 
Government whose cruizer shall 
have been guilty of such arbitrary 
and illegal detention, it is fur- 
ther agreed, that the visit and 
detention of vessels specified in the 
third Article of this Treaty, shall 
be effected only by those British 
or Argentine ships which may form 
part of the navies (Royal and Na- 
tional) respectively of the two high 
contracting parties to this Treaty ; 
and by such ships only of those 
navies as shall be provided with 
the special instructions annexed 
to the present Treaty. 

The compensation for damages 
mentioned in this Article shall be 
made within the term of one year, 
reckoned from the day on which 
the Mixed Court of Justice pro- 
nounces sentence on the vessel, for 
the detention of which such com- 
pensation is claimed. 

Article VI. — In order to bring 
to adjudication, with as little de- 
lay and inconvenience as possible, 
vessels which may be detained ac- 
cording to the tenor of the third 
Article of this Treaty, there shall 
be established, within the space of 
a year at furthest from the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the 
present Treaty, two Mixed Courts 
of Justice, formed of an equal 
number of individuals of the two 
nationst named for this purpose by 


the two high contracting parties 
respectively. 

These Courts shall reside, one 
in a possession belonging to her 
Britannic Majesty, the other with- 
in the territories of the Argentine 
Confederation ; and the two Go- 
vernments, at the period of the 
exchange of the ratifications of 
the present Treaty, shall declare, 
each for its own territories, in 
what places the said Courts shall 
respectively reside ; each of the 
two high contracting parties re- 
serving to itself the right of 
changing, at its pleasure, the place 
of residence of the Court held 
within its own territories; pro- 
vided, however, that one of the 
two Courts shall always be held 
upon the coast of Africa, and the 
other in the territory of the Ar- 
gentine Confederation. 

These Courts shall judge the 
causes submitted to them according 
to the provisions of the present 
Treaty, without appeal, and in 
conformity with the regulations 
and instructions which are an- 
nexed to the present Treaty, and 
which are considered as forming 
an integral part thereof. 

Article VII. — If the com- 
manding officer of any of those 
ships of the navies of Great Bri- 
tain and of the Argentine Con- 
federation respectively, which shall 
be duly provided with instructions 
according to the provisions of the 
third Article of this Treaty, shall 
deviate in any respect from the 
stipulations of the said Treaty* or 
from the instructions annexed to 
it, the Government which shall 
conceive itself to he wronged 
thereby, shall be entitled to de- 
mand reparation ; and, in such 
case, the Government to which 
such commanding officer may be- 
long; binds itself to cause inquiry 
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to be made into the subject matter 
of the complaint, and to inflict 
upon the said officer a punishment 
proportioned to any wilful trans- 
gression which he may have com- 
mitted. 

.Article VIII.— It is hereby 
farther mutually agreed, that every 
merchant vessel, British or Argen- 
tine, which shall be visited by 
virtue of the present Treaty, may 
lawfully be detained, and be sent 
or brought before the Mixed Courts 
of J uBtice established in pursuance 
of the provisions thereof, if in her 
equipment there shall be found 
any of the things hereinafter men- 
tioned, namely 

1 st* Hatches with open gratings, 
instead of the dose hatches which 
are usual in merchant vessels. 

2 ndly. Divisions or bulkheads 
in the hold or on deck, in a greater 
number than are necessary for 
vessels engaged in lawful trade. 

3rdly. Spare plank fitted for 
being laid down as a second or 
slave deck. 

4thly. Shackles, bolts, or hand- 
cuffs. 

5thly. A larger quantity of 
water, in casks or in tanks, than 
is requisite for the consumption of 
the crew of the vessel as a mer- 
chant vessel. 

6 thly. An extraordinary num- 
ber of water-casks, or of other 
receptades for holding liquid ; un- 
less the master shall produce a 
certificate from the Custom-house 
at the place from which he cleared 
outwards, stating that sufficient 
security had been given by the 
owners of such merchant vessels, 
that such extra quantity of casks, 
or of other receptacles, should only 
be used for the reception of palm 
oil, or for other purposes of lawful 
commerce. 

7thly. A greater quantity of 


mess tubs or kids, than are requi- 
site for the use of the crew of the 
vessel as a merchant vessel. 

8 thly. A boiler or other cook- 
ing apparatus of an unusual size, 
and larger, or fitted for being 
made larger, than requisite for the 
use of the vessel as a merchant 
vessel 5 or more than one boiler 
or other cooking apparatus of the 
ordinary size. 

9thly. An extraordinary quan- 
tity of rice ; of the flour of Brazil, 
manioc, or casada, commonly called 
farina of maize ; of Indian corn, or 
of any other article of food what- 
ever, beyond what might probably 
be requisite for the use of the 
crew of the vessel; such rice, 
flour, maize, Indian corn, or other 
article of food, not being entered 
on the manifest, as part of the 
cargo for trade. 

lOthly. A quantity of mats or 
matting, greater than is necessary 
for the use of the crew of the 
vessel as a merchant vessel. 

Any one or more of these seve- 
ral things, if proved to have been 
found on board, shall be con- 
sidered as primd facie evidence of 
the actual employment of the vessel 
in the Slave Trade ; and the vessel 
shall thereupon be condemned and 
be declared lawful prize, unless 
clear and incontestible evidence on 
the part of the master or owners 
shall establish, to the satisfaction 
of the Court, that such vessel was, 
at the time of her detention or 
capture, employed in some legal 
pursuit; and that such of the 
several things above enumerated, 
as were found on board her at the 
time of her detention, or which 
bad been put on board her on the 
voyage on which she was proceed- 
ing when captured, were needed 
for legal purposes on that par* 
ticular voyage, 
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Article IX. —If any of the 
things specified in the preceding 
Article shall be found in any mer- 
chant vessel, no compensation for 
losses, damages, or expenses, con- 
sequent upon the detention of such 
vessel, shall in any case be granted, 
either to her master or to her 
owner, or to any other person 
interested in her equipment or 
lading, even though the Mixed 
Court of Justice should not pro- 
nounce any sentence of condemn- 
ation in consequence of her de- 
tention. 

Article X. — It is hereby agreed 
between the two high contracting 
parties, that in all cases in which 
a vessel shall be detained, under this 
Treaty, by their respective cruisers, 
as having been engaged in the 
Slave Trade, or as having been 
fitted out for the purposes thereof, 
and shall consequently be adjudged 
and condemned by the Mixed 
Courts of J ustice to be established 
as aforesaid, the said vessel shall, 
immediately after condemnation, 
be broken up entirely, and shall 
be sold in separate parts, after 
having been so broken up. 

Article XI. — The negroes who 
are found on board of a vessel 
which has been detained by a 
cruiser, and has been condemned 
by the Mixed Courts of Justice, in 
conformity with the stipulations 
of this Treaty, shall be placed at 
the disposal of the Government 
whose cruizer made the capture $ 
on the distinct understanding that 
they shall be immediately set at 
liberty, and shall be thenceforward 
kept free. The two high con- 
tracting parties respectively gua- 
rantee the full and permanent 
liberty of such negroes ; and, with 
a view of ensuring the due execu- 
tion of the Treaty in this respect, 
they each engage to afford from 


time to time, and whenever re- 
quired to do so by the other high 
contracting party, the fullest in- 
formation as to the state and con- 
dition of such negroes. 

The regulations letter C., an- 
nexed to this Treaty, as to the 
treatment of negroes liberated by 
sentence of the Mixed Courts of 
Justice, are declared to form an 
integral part of this Treaty. 

The two high contracting par- 
ties reserve to themselves the right 
to alter or suspend by common 
consent, but, not otherwise, the 
terms of such regulations. 

Article XII. — The Annexes 
to this Treaty, which it is mutu- 
ally agreed shall form an integral 
part thereof, are as follows 

A. Instructions for the ships of 
the navies of both nations, em- 
ployed to prevent the traffic in 
Slaves* 

B. Regulations for the Mixed 
Courts of Justice, which are to 
hold their sittings on the coast of 
Africa, and in one of the posses- 
sions of the Argentine Republic. 

C. Regulations for the treat- 
ment of liberated negroes. 

Article XIII. — The present 
Treaty, consisting of thirteen Ar- 
ticles, shall be ratified, and the 
ratifications thereof shall be ex- 
changed at Buenos Ayres as soon 
as possible within the space of 
eight months from this date. 

In witness whereof the respect- 
ive Plenipotentiaries have signed, 
in duplicate originals, English and 
Spanish, the present Treaty, and 
have thereunto affixed the seal of 
their arms. 

Done at Buenos Ayres, this 
twenty-fourth day of May, in th® 
year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-nine. 

(L.S.) J. H. Mandjsvillb. 

(I*S.) Felipe Arana. 
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Annex A. — Instructions for the 
ships of the British and Argentine 
navies employed to prevent the 
traffic in Slaves. 

Annex B. — Regulations for the 
Mixed Courts of Justice which 
are to reside on the coast of 
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Africa, and in the possessions of 
the Argentine Confederation. 

Annex C.— Regulations tor the 
good treatment of liberated ne- 
groes. 

Three additional explanatory 
Articles. 


Convention op Commerce and Navigation between Her Majesty 
and the King op Prussia and the other Members op tiie 
German Union of Customs. 

Signed at London , March 2, 1841. 


Her Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, on the one part, and 
His Majesty the King of Prussia, 
on the other part, in his own 
name, as well as in the name of 
the other Powers, Members of the 
Association of Customs and Com- 
merce, existing in virtue of the 
Treaties of the 22nd and 30th of 
March, and the 11th of May, 
1833, the 12th of May and 10th 
of December, 1835, and the 2nd 
of January, 1836, — that is to say, 
Their Majesties the King of Ba- 
varia, the King of Saxony, and 
the King of Wurtemberg; their 
Royal Highnesses the Grand Duke 
of Baden, the Prince Electoral and 
(X)- Regent of Hesse, the Grand 
Duke of Hesse and u bei Rhein 
the States forming the Customs 
and Commercial Union, called the 
States of Thuringia, — viz., his 
Royal Highness the Grand Duke 
of Saxe- Weimar Eisenach, their 
Serene Highnesses the Dukes of 
Saxe-Meiningen, Saxe Altenburg, 
and Saxe-Cobourg-Gotha, the 
Princes of Sch warzburg- Rudol- 
atadt, of Schwarzburg-Sonders- 
hausen, of Reuss-Greiz, of Reuss- 
SchleiU, and of Reusa-Lobenstein 


and Ebersdorf ; his Serene High- 
ness the Duke of Nassau, and the 
Free Town of Frankfort; being 
equally animated by the desire of 
extending, as far as possible, the 
commercial relations between their 
respective States, have agreed, for 
this purpose, to enter into a Con- 
vention of Commerce and Naviga- 
tion. and have named their re- 
spective Plenipotentiaries, that is 
to say; 

Her Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, the Right Honour- 
able Henry John Viscount Pal- 
merston, Baron Temple, a Peer of 
Ireland, a Member of her Majesty's 
Most Honourable Privy Council, 
Knight Grand Cross of the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, a 
Member of Parliament, and her 
Britannic Majesty's Principal Se- 
cretary of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs ; and the Right Honourable 
Henry Labouchere, a Member of 
her said Majesty's Most Honour- 
able Privy Council, a Member of 
Parliament, President of the Com- 
mittee of Privy Council for the 
Adairs of Trade and Foreign 
Plantations, and Master of the 
Mint ; 
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And his Majesty the King of 
Prussia, in his own name, as well 
as in the name of the other 
Powers, Members of the Associa- 
tion of Customs and Commerce, 
the Sieur Henry William, Baron 
de Biilow, Knight of the Order 
of the Red Eagle of the First 
Class of Prussia, Grand Cross of 
the Orders of Leopold of Austria, 
of St Anne of Russia, and of the 
Guelphs of Hanover; Knight of 
the Order of St. Stanislaus of the 
Second Class, and Knight of St. 
Wladimir of the Fourth Class of 
Russia, Commander of the Order 
of the White Falcon of Saxe- 
Weimar, his Chamberlain, Actual 
Privy Councillor, Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to her Britannic Majesty ; 

Who, after having communi- 
cated to each other their respective 
full powers, found to be in good 
and due form, have agreed upon 
and concluded the following Ar- 
ticles : — 

Article I. — In consideration of 
the circumstance that British ves- 
sels are admitted, together with 
their cargoes, to entry in the ports 
of Prussia, and of the other States 
of the afore-named Union of Cus- 
toms, when coming from the ports 
of all countries, and in consider- 
ation of the concessions stipulated 
in this present Convention for 
British Trade with all the States 
of this Union of Customs ; in con- 
sideration also of the facility which 
the application of steam power to 
inland navigation affords for the 
conveyance of produce and mer- 
chandize of all kinds up and down 
rivers ; and in consideration of the 
new opening which may by these 
means be given to the trade and 
navigation between the United 
Kingdom and the British Posses- 
sions abroad! on the one hand. 


and the States now composing the 
Union of Customs, on the other ; 
some of which States use as the 
natural outlet of their commerce 
ports not within their own do- 
minions; it is agreed that, from 
and after the date of the exchange 
of the Ratifications of this present 
Convention, Prussian vessels, and 
the vessels of the other States 
forming the said Union of Cus- 
toms, together with their cargoes, 
consisting of all such goods as can 
be legally imported into the United 
Kingdom and the British Posses- 
sions abroad, by the said vessels 
from the ports of the countries to 
which they respectively belong, 
shall, when coming from the 
mouths of the Meuse, of the Ems, 
of the Weser, and of the Elbe, 
or from the mouths of any navi- 
gable river lying between the Elbe 
and the Meuse, and forming the 
means of communication between 
the sea and the territory of any 
of the Gennan States which are 
parties to this Treaty, he admitted 
into the ports of the United King- 
dom, and of the British Possessions 
abroad, in as full and ample a 
manner, as if the ports from which 
such vessels may have come, as 
aforesaid, were within the do- 
minions of Prussia, or of any 
other of the States aforesaid ; and 
such vessels shall be permitted to 
import the goods above-mentioned 
upon the same terms on which 
the said goods might be imported 
if coming from the national ports 
of such vessels ; and also that, in 
like manner, such vessels proceed- 
ing from Great Britain and her 
Colonial Possessions abroad to the 
ports or places thus referred to, 
shall be treated as if returning to 
a Prussian Baltic port : — it being 
understood that these privileges 
are to extend to the vessels of 
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Prussia and of the States afore- 
said, and to their cargoes, only in 
respect to each of the said ports in 
which British vessels and their 
cargoes shall, upon their arrival 
thereat, and departure therefrom, 
continue to be placed on the same 
footing as the vessels of Prussia 
and of the other States of the 
Union. 

Article II.— His Majesty the 
King of Prussia, in bis own name, 
and in the name of the States 
aforesaid, agrees to place, always 
and in every way, the trade and 
navigation of the subjects of her 
Britannic Majesty, in respect to 
the importation of sugar and rice, 
upon the same footing as that of 
the most favoured nation. 

Article III. — In the event of 
other German States joining the 
Germanic Union of Customs, it 
is hereby agreed that such other 
States shall be included in all the 
stipulations of the present Conven- 
tion. 

Article IV. — The present Con- 
vention shall be in force until the 
1st of January, 1842, and further 
for the term of six years, provided 
neither of the high contracting 
parties shall have given to the 
other six months’ previous notice 
that the same shall cease to be in 
force on the said 1st of January, 
1842 ; and if neither party shall 
have given to the other six months 


previous notice that the present 
Convention shall cease on the 1st 
day of January, 1848, then the 
present Convention shall further 
remain in force until the 1 st day 
of January, 1854, and further, 
until the end of twelve months 
after either of the high contracting 
parties shall have given notice to 
the other of its intention to ter- 
minate the same, each of the high 
contracting parties reserving to it- 
self the right of giving such notice 
to the other ; and it is hereby 
agreed between them, that at the 
expiration of twelve months after 
such notice shall have been re- 
ceived by either party from the 
other, this Convention, and all the 
provisions thereof, shall altogether 
cease and determine. 

Article V. — The present Con- 
vention shall be ratified, and the 
ratifications thereof shall be ex- 
changed at London at the expira- 
tion of two months, or sooner if 
possible. 

In witness whereof the respec- 
tive Plenipotentiaries have signed 
the same, and have affixed thereto 
the seals of their arms. 

Done at London, the second 
day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-one. 

(L.S.) Palmerston. 
(L.S.) H. Labouchere. 

(LS.) Bulow. 


Treaty op Commerce between her Majesty and the Shah op 

Persia, 

Signed, in the English and Persian Languages , at Tehran , October 

28, 1841. 

Preamble. — Whereas by the God, whose bounties are infinite, 
benign favour of the One Almighty from the day on which the Treaty 
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of Friendship and Attachment was 
concluded between the glorious 
States of Great Britain and Persia, 
the renowned and just Sovereigns 
of the two everlasting States have, 
day by day, and at all times, at- 
tended to and observed the whole 
of its Articles and Stipulations, and 
have caused the subjects of both Go- 
vernments to enjoy all its benefits 
and advantages except theTreaty of 
Commerce, which in the Preamble 
of the Treaty of the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fourteen, 
the two Governments engaged to 
conclude, and which, up to this time, 
for certain reasons has been post- 
poned and left unfinished : — There- 
fore, in this fortunate year, that 
all the stipulations of the auspicious 
Treaty may be fulfilled, her Ma- 
jesty the Queen of Great Britain 
and Ireland, &c., &c., &c., has 
appointed Sir John Me Neill, 
Knight Grand Cro6s of the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, 
her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to 
the Court of Persia, to be her sole 
Plenipotentiary; and his Majesty 
the Shah of Persia, &c., &c, 
&c., has appointed his Excellency 
Hajee Meeraa Abul Hassan Khan, 
his Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, to be his sole 
Plenipotentiary : and the said 
Plenipotentiaries having concluded 
a Commercial Treaty in these two 
Articles, have annexed and united 
it to the original Treaty, that, by 
the aid of God, it may henceforth 
be observed between the two Go- 
vernments, and be a source of 
advantage to the subjects of both. 

Article 1 . — The merchants of 
the two mighty States are reci- 
procally permitted and allowed to 
carry into each other's territories 
their goods and manufactures of 
every description, and to sell or 


exchange them in any part of their , 
respective countries j and on the , 
goods which they import or export, . 
custom duties shall be levied, that , 
is to say, on entering the country , 
the same amount of custom duties , 
shall be levied, once for all, that is ; 
levied on merchandise imported by , 
the merchants of the most favoured { 
European nations ; aud at the t 
time of going out of the country, 
the same amount of custom duties 
which is levied on the merchandise 
of merchants of the most favoured 
European nations shall be levied 
from the merchants, subjects of the 
high contracting parties ; and ex- 
cept this, no claim shall lie made 
upon the merchants of the two 
States in each other’s dominions on | 
any pretext or under any deno- 
mination ; and the merchants or 
persons connected with or de* , 
pendent upon the high contracting 5 
parties in each other’s dominions, ^ 
mutually, shall receive the rame 4 
aid and support, and the same 
respect, which are received by the e 
subjects of the most favoured ? 

nations. e 

Article 11. — As it is necemary, 4 

for the purpose of attending to the ! r 
affairs of the merchants of the two 
parties respectively, that from both ,, 

Governments commercial agents 3 

should be appointed to reside in ^ 
stated places ; it is therefore ar- 
ranged that two commercial agents ^ 

on the part of the British Govern- 
ment shall reside, one in the ^ 
capita], and one in Tabreez, and 
in those places only, and on this ^ 
condition, that he who shall reside ^ 
at Tabreez, and he alone, shall be ^ 

honoured with the privileges of ^ 

Consul - General ; and as for a ^ 
series of years a resident of the ^ 
British Government has resided at ^ 

Bushire, the Persian Government |( 

grants permission that the saw* ^ 
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resident shall reside there as here- 
tofore. And, in like manner, two 
commercial agents shall reside on 
the part of the Persian Govern- 
ment, one in the capital, London, 
snd one in the port of Bombay, 
and shall enjoy the same rank and 
privileges which the commercial 
agents of the British Government 
shall enjoy in Persia. 

This Commercial Treaty, we, 
the Plenipotentiaries of the high 


contracting parties, have agreed 
to; and in witness thereof, have 
set thereunto our hands and seals, 
at the capital city of Tehran, this 
twenty-eighth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one, cor- 
responding to the twelfth day of 
the month Ramazan, in the year 
of the Hejjera 1257. 

(L.S.) John Me Neill. 

(Sealed) M. A. Hassan Khan. 


IV. — FOREIGN. 

Proclamation of the Kino of Hanover. 


Ernest Augustus, by the Grace of 
God, King of Hanover : — 

On the 30th of last month we 
aw ourselves under the necessity, 
though unwillingly, of dissolving 
the Assembly of the States of 
the kingdom, because the Second 
Chamber proved by its mode of 
acting that it was absolutely in- 
capable of fulfilling the duties im- 
posed on it. Our proclamation of 
the 15th of February, 1839, 
pointed out to our faithful sub- 
jects the reasons why the Consti- 
tution of 1819 was not modified 
in 1833 in the manner determined 
upon on the 7th of December, 
1819. We explained ourselves 
formally on this subject before our 
secession. Thus, at the period of 
our accession, the Constitution of 
1819 was alone placed under the 
guarantee of article 56 of the final 
set of the Congress of Vienna. 
According to the terms of article 
13 of the Federal Act, there should 
he a state constitution in each state 
of the confederation. The intro- 
duction of a written constitution 
is not a proscription of the federal 
legislation. TTius we have seve- 


ral times expressed our opinion 
that written constitutions were 
not, under every circumstance, ne- 
cessary to the States, and even 
that objections might be raised 
against their introduction . N ever- 
theless, taking into consideration 
the wishes of our subjects, we 
submitted to the Assembly of the 
States on the 18th of February, 

1838, a project of constitution. 
On the 27th of June, 1838, the 
Chambers were adjourned, and we 
withdrew the project in conse- 
quence of the irregularity of the 
discussion. On the 15th of June, 

1839, the Assembly of the States 
invited us to take again into con- 
sideration the question of the con- 
stitution ; the States added that it 
was requisite to proceed according 
to constitutional modes, conform- 
ably to the wishes of the country. 
A committee was, in consequence, 
appointed, to prepare a project of 
constitution. 

The Assembly of the States had 
evidently the right to deliberate 
on this project. The resolution of 
the Germanic Diet of the 5th of 
September, 1839, could leave no 
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doubt on this point On the 19th 
of March, 1840, the project was 
submitted to the States. If some 
Deputies did not take part in that 
deliberation, this resistance could 
not be overcome by us. The pro- 
ject was voted on the 1st of Au- 
gust, 1840, and promulgated on 
the 6th of the same month. This 
constitution, having been delibe- 
rated on between the King and 
the States, cannot be attacked by 
any legal means. This constitu- 
tion respects the rights of onr 
royal House to the domains, and 
makes no attack on the rights of 
the Crown based on the ancient 
constitution of the country. It 
serves to strengthen the rights of 
the general and provincial states 
of the kingdom; it extends the 
rights of the first to the protection 
of the constitution itself; it pro- 
tects the rights of corporations and 
individuals, and establishes the 
equal division of the taxation. It 
confirms the independent action of 
the judicial power, and equally 
guarantees the action of the ad- 
ministration. It attributes to a 
special authority the right of sepa- 
rating, in certain cases, the judicial 
and administrative powers ; and we 
have confided this authority to the 
most estimable men of the king- 
dom. The duration and the in- 
violability of the constitution is 
assured for the future by the basis 
of the ancient right of the Crown 
on which it reposes ; by the basis 
of the laws of the German Con- 
federation, with which it is in 
accordance on all points ; by the 
Federal Resolution of the 5 th of 
September, 1839; by our royal 
word ; by the assent of the Prince 
Royal ; by the approbation of the 
States ; by the rights accorded to 
the General Assembly of the States, 
and in its absence to the college 


of the treasury, to invoke the peo* j 

tection of the Germanic Confede- r- 

ration. As long as Providence i 

shall preserve our life, we shall i 

not for a moment doubt the le- * 

galifcy of that constitution. Our i 

well-beloved son, the Prince Royal, ,a 

has formally expressed for the fu- *•» 

ture this wish in the First Champ i 

ber. In consequence, we have, on a 

the 14th of April in this present s 

year, convoked the Assembly of i 

the States. Having received the * 

thanks of the authorities and the i 

inhabitants for this new constitu- j 

tion, we have not considered it * 

necessary to exercise a special rar- a 

veillance over the elections, which * 

should remain free. It is for this * 

reason we confined ourself to order* t 

ing a surveillance of police. These * 

measures have affected some in- * 

dividuals who are now the objects ? 

of a criminal prosecution. These a 

individuals were formally opposed * 

to the regulations of the oonstitu- ? 

tional question, and compromised | 

public order. We could even have * 

caused their arrest according to a : 

law of the 27th of June, 1838, a 

and we shall carry that law into j* 

execution whenever plots shall be i 

entered into against the safety of i 

the state. % 

We have just heard that some 
enemies of out Government have | 

spread a report that the taxes are | 
about to be raised. Notwithstand- 
ing this and other equally mis- * 

chievous rumours, only taking 
counsel of our justice and of onr 
solicitude for the welfare of our ^ 
subjects, we have reckoned on the q 
unalterable devotion and gratitude sj 

of our subjects. On the 2nd of 'i 
J une last the Chambers assembled ; $ 

thirty-six Deputies manifested their j, 

attachment to the laws of the ^ 

country ; twelve other Deputies ^ 

have placed themselves at the head v 
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k;» of a party who are hostile to our 
afe Government. Their object was 

ck to revive the constitutional ques- 

: cl lion, and to oppose every measure 
kt favourable to our subjects. A 
ijt number of others were drawn over 
h. to their way of thinking, and thus 
they formed a majority in the 
Isa Chamber hostile to our Govem- 
, - * meat It has been weak ; it has 
t?as been, however, the means of para- 
;t i lying our paternal views, inas- 
ii much as they required the concur- 
jj* rence of the States. The Second 
m Chamber, thus composed, have led 
W; sway many Deputies who were 
animated with the best intentions, 
n making them believe that we 

s wished to attack the established 
tt laws, whilst, on the contrary, we 
Is respect them. It is thus with the 
V ) liberal party, which respects nei- 
38 ther private nor public rights. The 
\% tyranny was become so intolerable, 
that the members of the majority, 

* fearing the responsibility which 
rcS would weigh on them, quitted the 

* assembly, not daring to support a 
-j pi contrary opinion. Our Govern- 

mental acts, our desire to lessen 
,0 the taxes which press on agricul- 
.;i ture, should have deprived the re- 
marks of the enemies of the 
Government of all their force. 

, The first acts of the Second Cham- 
' ^ her showed hostile intentions. The 
^ choice of the candidates for the 
^ Presidentship fell, first, on a 
0 Member who, under the reign of 
^ William IV., used all his efforts 
j S to constrain the royal power to 
; S make concessions and to enter into 
compromises with the States. The 
r j second candidate declared on the 
j, 13th of March, 1833, in the As- 
^ sembly of the States, that he never 
wished for a fundamental law 
p l»«ed on the existing laws.. The 

* third was declared by us inadrais- 
r sible to the functions of Councillor 
F Vol. LXXXIII. 


of the Treasury. These three 
candidates obtained at the first 
ballot the absolute majority of 
voices, which proved that there 
was in the Chamber a party de- 
cided on carrying on a systematic 
opposition against the Government. 
Circumstances independent of our 
will having prevented us from 
convoking the Assembly of the 
States at an earlier period, it was 
our iutention to shorten the session, 
that the members might not be 
kept from their homes beyond the 
usual period. The budget should 
have been the first object of their 
attention. The Chamber, at the 
same time, bad communicated to 
it different financial and other bills. 
The First Chamber hastened to 
form a committee on the Budget. 
The Second Chamber, instead of 
forming a committee of able and 
intelligent men, made choice of 
Members who had no knowledge 
of financial matters, and by their 
turning their attention instead to 
constitutional questions prevented 
the proceedings of the other Cham- 
ber. It was our duty consequently 
to assure the carrying on of the 
public service by constitutional 
means, and as a commencement to 
dissolve the States agreeably to an 
article of the constitution, which 
we should otherwise have done 
from the hostile attitude assumed 
by the Second Chamber. The 
President of that Chamber, being 
honoured with an interview, hesi- 
tated not to draw conclusions from 
my words contrary to their meaning, 
but in unison with his own ideas. 
In refusing all concurrence with 
Government, it was wished to 
suggest to the people a false idea, 
that the constitution of 1840 was 
not proper to assure the welfare 
of the people and the country, and 
to excite discontent against the 
2 H 
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existing authorities. The address 
was rejected by the First Chamber, 
and blamed by a large number of 
the Second. The discovery of these 
criminal projects will only render 
odious their authors, who have 
sworn fidelity to us and our son. 
We repel with horror such an 
opposition. 

We have also to complain of the 
conduct of the majority in calum- 
niating our most intimate servants, 
who profess an unbounded devo- 
tion to our person. In all import- 
ant affairs of state our faithful 
counsellors are charged with the 
execution of our wishes, and if 
they are attacked, the courts of 
justice will know how to punish 
them. Conformably to the pro- 
visions of the constitution of Au- 
gust the 6th, 1840, we shall con- 
voke within the legal period an 
Assembly of the States, to which 
we shall again submit the projects 


of law which have not been ex- . 
amined, and we are willing to ^ 
believe that the errors committed ^ 
by the majority of the Second 
Chamber of the dissolved Assembly , 7 

will exercise a salutary influence 
on the composition of the new 
one. 

We do not require the concur- V‘. 
rence of the States to carry on the ^ 
public service and to levy the v 

taxes, but we do require their 
concurrence to realise objects ,7? 

which are of benefit to my sub- y ^ 

jects, always the object of my “5- 

paternal solicitude. . 

Party spirit, which is blind, 
could alone dissemble that the ^7 

welfare and prosperity of the ^ 

country must inevitably suffer by "7 s 

a persistence in a state of things 
as adopted by the dissolved Cham- ^ 

ber. *\ 

Ernest Augustus. 

July 14M. 1841. ^ 




Speech op the King of the French on opening the ChamEhhs. ^ 


" Gentlemen , Peers , and Deputies . 

“ Since the close of your last 
session the questions which excited 
in the East our just solicitude have 
reached their term. I have con- 
cluded with the Emperor of Aus- 
tria, the Queen of Great Britain, 
the King of Prussia, the Emperor 
of Russia, and the Sultan, a con- 
vention which consecrates the 
common intention of the Powers 
to maintain the peace of Europe, 
and consolidate the repose of the 
Ottoman empire. 

*' The great burdens imposed 
upon the country have already ex- 
perienced considerable reductions. 
It would have been my lively wish 
that a balance should have been 


immediately re-established between 
the expenditure and revenues of ^ 
the State. This is the result 
which we must now prepare, and 
which you will achieve without 
weakening our military organisa- 
tion, and without deferring the ( 
execution of those works which , 
are to increase the national pros, 
perity. 

“ A project of law will be pre- 
sented to you for constructing the 
principal lines of a grqpt system 
of railroads calculated to ensure 
those rapid and easy communi- 
cations with ail parts of our ter- 
ritory, which will prove a source 
of force and riches to the nation. 

**1 am endeavouring, at the 
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same time, by negotiations pru- 
1 \ dently conducted, to extend our 
commercial relations, and to open 
• Sl new markets for the productions of 
r* our soil, and of our arts. 
f* “Such labours honour peace, 
f and render it stable and fruitful at 
the same time. I have reason to 
reckon that it will not be dis- 
ri: turbed, receiving from all the 
Powers the most amicable as- 
3 surances. 

f I have taken measures to pre- 
Vli vent any external complication 
* 1 from disturbing the security of our 
African possessions. Our brave 
~ soldiers are pursuing on that land, 
- : henceforth and for ever French, 
: the course of their noble labours, 

- in which I am happy that my sons 
• n have had the honour of concurring. 

■ ^ Our perseverance shall complete 
the work undertaken by our cou- 
rageous army, and France will 
introduce into Algeria her civi- 
lisation as the consequence of her 
glory. 

“ The financial laws and others, 
having for their object to introduce 
$ useful improvements in the public 
administration, will be presented 
& to you immediately. 

“ Whatever may be the burdens 
5 rf our situation; France would 

o 

•p 

ty : 

if, 

if 

if 


<r> 

* 

30 




support them without difficulty if 
faction did not unceasingly ob- 
struct the course of her powerful 
activity. I will not dwell upon 
the intrigues and crimes of the 
factious, but let us not forget, gen- 
tlemen, that it is that which debars 
our country from fully enjoying 
all the blessings which Providence 
has conferred upon it, and which 
retards the development of that 
legal and pacific liberty which 
France has at last achieved, and of 
which I make it my glory to ensure 
her the possession. 

** We shall follow up this task, 
gentlemen. My Government will 
do its duty. It will maintain 
everywhere and constantly the 
authority of the laws, and cause 
them to be respected, as it will 
respect them itself. Your loyal 
support will aid me. In enlight- 
ening the country with persevering 
sincerity with regard to its true 
interest, we shall strengthen by its 
support, and by our union keep 
entire the sacred deposit of order 
and public liberties which the 
charter has confided to us. Future 
generations will reap the fruit of 
our endeavours, and the gratitude 
of our country will be our recom- 
pense.” 
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CHINA. 

Capture op the Bogue Forts. 


Wellesley, close off Anunghoy, 
Jan . 7 th , 1841. 

Sir, — My last hasty despatch 
will have informed their Lord- 
ships, that it was my intention to 
commence the attack on the forts 
of the Bocca Tigris, by the de- 
struction of Chuenpee and Ty- 
co ck tow this day. 

At eight o’clock this morning, 
the Royal Marines of the squad- 
ron, the detachments of the 26th 
and 49th regiments, and the 37th 
Madras Native Infantry, and Ben- 
gal Volunteers, were landed, ac- 
companied by the detachment of 
Royal Artillery, with one 24-pound 
howitzer, and two 6-pounder field- 
guns, together with a division of 
seamen belonging to the Wellesley, 
Blenheim, and Melville , in all 
about 1,400 men ; the land forces 
under the command of Major 
Pratt, of the 26th Cameronians, 
a copy of whose report (which I 
enclose) will explain the detail of 
military operations, which were 
admirably executed. 

The Queen and Nemesis steam- 
ers were placed in position for 
throwing shells into the upper fort 
by Commander Belcher, of the 
Sulphur, and soon made an im- 
pression ; a division of ships, con- 
sisting of the Calliope , Hyacinth, 
and Lame , under Captain Her- 
bert, attacked the lower fort on 
the sea face, and in less than an 
hour silenced the guns, although 
a number of troop> remained with- 
in the walls; by ten o’clock the 
troops had advanced, and carried 
the lntrenchraents with their field 
batteries; Major Pratt himself. 
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and two or three marines, were 
in possession of the upper fort, 
and the British colours hoisted j 
the lower fort was speedily sur- 
rounded and stormed, by the en- 
trance as well as the wall, by a 

E of Royal Marines, and the 
n Jack displayed on the ram- 
parts. The management of Ty- 
cocktow I intrusted to Captain 
Scott, of her Majesty's ship Sam - 
rang , accompanied by the Druid, 
Modeste , and Columbine, and in 
one hour it was silenced ; but the 
Chinese remained in it until it 
was stormed by the boats, in which 
operation Lieutenant Bower, sen., 
of the Samarang, was severely 
wounded j the guns in all the 
forts have been destroyed, the 
magazines blown up, and the bar- 
racks and houses burnt; eleven 
large war-junks were anchored in 
the shoal water to the eastward of 
the position ; the Nemtsis, under 
Commander Belcher, accompanied 
by Lieutenant Kellett, of the Star- 
ling, attacked them in admirable 
style, assisted by the boats of the 
Calliope, under Lieutenant Wat- 
son, sen., of that ship ; they were 
all set on fire and blown up, one 
with all her crew on board, a 
rocket having gone into her maga- 
zine. This ended the operations 
of the day. 

It is now my pleasing duty to 
express my high admiration of the 
gallantry and zeal which animated 
every officer and man in the force; 
roy best thanks are due to Cap- 
tains Sir Fleming Senbouse, and 
the Hon. R. S. Dundas, of the 
Blenheim and Melville, arid from 
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Captain Maitland I received his 
usual valuable assistance ; Captains 
Herbert and Scott carried their 
divisions into action with their 
accustomed gallantry, and they 
were ably seconded by Captains 
Smith and Blake, and Commanders 
Warren, Byres, and Clarke, under 
their immediate orders. 

The Commanders Pritchard, 
v ( Puget, and Fletcher, of the Bleti- 
[r keim, Melville , and Wellesley, the 

tj commanders of the steam- vessels, 
g , and every officer and man employed, 

h deserve the highest praise for their 
j! iqalous exertions on every point, 
p Major Pratt, of the 26th, con- 
ducted the operations on shore in 
[ n the most able and gallant manner : 
g he speaks in the highest terms of 
$ the conduct of every officer and 

* man employed. 

r l am most happy in being en- 
f abled to inform their Lordships, 

* that this service has been per- 
| formed with trifling loss on the 

part of her Majesty's forcfes, al- 
| though it is but justice to the 

* Chinese to say, that they defended 
g themselves, especially in the bat- 
j, teries, with the greatest credit and 
^ devotion ; they have suffered se- 
? verely, their loss, including that 
> on board the war-junks, cannot 
g ho estimated at less than from 500 

to 600, out of a force calculated 
i at 2,000 men $ the slaughter in 

,t the lower fort, when carried by 

storm, was considerable. 
il I have, &c. 

i J. J. Gordon Bremer. 

^ Commodore of the First Class, 

Commander-in - Chief, 

A* More O’Ferrall, £sq.,M.P., 

- Admiralty. 

3 Wellesley , offAnunghoy, 

■4 Jan, 9fh, 1841* 

P Sir,— In continuation of the de- 

a Jail of operations, I have the 

i honour to acquaint you, for the 


information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, that 
yesterday morning I moved for- 
ward towards the forts of Wang- 
tong and Anunghoy. A Chinese, 
a civilian, had been saved from 
drowning by the Louisa cutter, 
and I liberated him, sending by 
his hands a letter to the Admiral, 
in which 1 explained the usages 
of war amongst European nations 
with regard to flags of truce, 
sparing the lives of prisoners, and 
of an enemy yielding, and that 
the striking of flags signified sub- 
mission, and always led to a ces- 
sation of hostility by surrender; 
and also that I had yesterday 
liberated upwards of 100 prisoners 
who had laid down their arms. 

The plan of attack was laid, 
and would have commenced seri- 
ously in a few moments, when I 
was surprised to see the flags and 
banners of the forts hauled down, 
and a boat with a flag of truce 
coming out ; it contained a letter 
from the Admiral, requesting a 
suspension of hostilities until a 
communication could be made to 
the Imperial Commissioner at Can- 
ton. On consulting her Majesty's 
Plenipotentiary, we were of opinion 
that it would be advisable to com- 
ply with this request, in the sin- 
cere hope that negotiations would 
prevent a further conflict. Three 
days have, therefore, been given 
for this purpose. 

The Plenipotentiary renewed 
the offer of terms which he has 
forwarded to her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, and it will be a source 
of infinite gratification to me to 
find that they are accepted. 

I have, &c., 

J. J. Gordon Bremer. 

Commodore of the First Class , 
Commander-in- Chief, 

R. More O’Ferrali, Esq.,M.P., 

Admiralty. 
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Her blajeity's eh ip Welfeeley, 
Chuenpee, Jan, 8 th, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honour to re- 
port to you, that the troops under 
my command, consisting of a de- 
tachment of Royal Artillery, hav- 
ing one 24-pound howitzer and 
two (?-pounder Held guns, aided 
by a party of seamen from her 
Majesty’s ships the Wellesley, the 
Blenheim , and the Melville , de- 
tachments of the 26th and 49th 
regiments, a battalion of Royal 
Marines, the 37th Madras Native 
Infantry, and a detachment of 
Bengal Volunteers, in all 1,400 
men, landed yesterday at nine 
o'clock, two miles below Chuenpee 
Point, for the purpose of capturing 
the several forts and batteries on 
Chuenpee. 

The troops landed without oppo* 
sit ion, and having formed them, 1 
sent forward an advance of two 
companies of Royal Marines, under 
Captain Ellis ; the guns were then 
moved on, supported by the de- 
tachments of the 26th and 49th 
regiments, followed in column by 
the Marine Battalion, the 37th 
Natire Infantry, and the Bengal 
Volunteers. 

After advancing a mile and a 
half, on reaching the ridge of hill, 
we came in sight of the upper 
fort, and of a very strong retrench- 
ment, having a deep ditch out- 
side, and a breastwork round it, 
which was prolonged upwards, 
connecting it with the upper fort ; 
it was also flanked by Held bat- 
teries, having deep trenches in 
rear of the guns for the purpose of 
shelter. The whole was strongly 
lined with Chinese soldiers, who 
immediately on seeing us cheered, 
waved their flags in defiance, and 
opened a fire From their batteries ; 
our guns were promptly placed on 
the crest of the ridge, and com* 


menced firing; this was duly re* ^ 
turned by the Chinese for about 
twenty minutes, and indeed in 
this, as well as our other en* ia 
counters with them> it is but jus- ri 

tice to say they behaved with i3, 

courage. During this time the cri 

advance crossed the shoulder of tbs m 
hill to the right, driving before 
them the Chinese who had lined m 
it in considerable numbers ; then, a * 
descending into the valley, took m 
possession of a field battery placed m 
there. I had previously ordered h 
two companies of the 37th Native 
Infantry, under Captains Boding* m 

field and Wardtoper, to scour m 

round a hill to the right of the titi 
advance, where they encountered 
the Chinese in some force snd ^ 

drove them away with much lore. «i ; 

Captain Duff, commanding the * 

corps, speaks highly of the can- u 
duct of these companies, which be 
had supported by another under >. jgg 
Lieutenant Hadfield. saa 

Seeing that the fire from our ^ 
guns was causing the Chinese to 4i 
fly from the retrenchment and 
batteries, I moved the column ^ 

down the slope, causing the two ^ 
leading companies of Marines un- *;• 
der Captain Whitcomb to clear the ii- 
wooded hill in front. I took s u* 
subdivision of them, got into the 4 
retrenchment, and proceeded up Ijj 

inside the breastwork to the upper 
fort, in which there was still a ^ 
number of men ; these were 1 $ 

speedily dislodged by the two ina- 1 n 

rines who first reached it ; the fort 
was entered, and the British en- ,v 
sign hoisted bv a Royal Marine. - 

The lower rort, which had <1 

teen guns facing the sea, and was > 
surrounded by a high wall, and a $ 
small battery between, was, from % 
this completely exposed, but the § 
fire of these, as well as of the si 
upper fort, had been silenced by si 
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tbe ships attacking on the sea 
■ it u face ; they were still in oonsider- 
i ski able numbers in the lower part of 
nb3f the fort, and had locked the gate ; 

a fire was therefore kept up from 
d it tbe hill) and the advance coming 
is3;i round the lower side to the gate, 
&i: forced it by musketry. On en- 
m a terrng they met with considerable 

y £ resistance, which was speedily sub* 
dued; some men then entering an 
ilM embrasure on the flank, the fort 
was taken and our flag hoisted. 
f tfc The whole of the forts and bat* 
it \# teries being now in our possession, 

j ;*i we proceeded to render the guns 
«?■ unserviceable and dismantle the 

|i fa fiwt, setting their encampments on 

^ fire, and, on re-embarking, the 

magazine in the lower fort was 
rjeki blown up. 

jut) I am happy to say that the 
t** loss on our side has been small, 
risi *nd would have been less but for 
f ,j tbe explosion of an extensive 

magazine in the fort after the 
?i capture. The Chinese, however, 

,tj: suffered severely ; between 300 

ut t {md 400 were killed and wounded, 
& including amongst the killed the 

0 Heptac, an officer with rank equi- 
3 S » vaknt to our brigadier-general. 

About 100 prisoners were taken, 
of who were released at the close of 

0 tbe day. 

iej i 1 have great pleasure in stating 
$ 10 your Excellency the admirable 

&i manner in which the whole force 

n behaved, and I beg to recommend 

to your notice Major Johnson, of 
0 26th regiment, commanding a 

bi detachment of the 26th and 49th 

$ regiments. I must particularly 

\a mention Captain Ellis, command- 

jo ing the Marine Battalion, an old 

ijj; an d previously distinguished offi- 

$ who conducted the advance 

0 during the whole day with the 

u greatest gallantry and judgment, 

0 he speaks in the highest terms 


of the men forming the advance ; 
Captain Knowles, R. A., who 
placed his guns admirably, and 
dismantled the forts after their 
capture ; Captain Duff, command* 
ing the 37th Native Infantry ; and 
Captain Bolton, commanding the 
detachment of Bengal Volunteers. 
From Lieutenant Stransham, Ad* 
jutant of the Royal Marines, who 
acted as BrigaderMajor, 1 received 
most valuable assistance during the 
day, and gladly availed myself of 
the services of your military secre- 
tary, Lieutenant Stewart Mack- 
enzie, 90th regiment, who volun- 
teered to act on my staff, and took 
charge of a party of skirmishers of 
the advance the better part of the 
day. 

Lieutenant Wilson, her Majesty's 
ship Blenheim, commanded the 
seamen, and the guns were dragged 
forward in good style, and the dis- 
embarkation and re- embarkation of 
the troops were ably managed by 
Lieutenant Symons, of her Ma- 
jesty's ship Wellesley, 

1 enclose the list of guns cap- 
tured and destroyed, and also the 
return of casualties. 

I have, &c., 

J. L. Phatt. 

Major , 26/A Cameramans , 
Commanding the Force. 

To his Excellency Sir J. J. G. Bremer, 
C.B., K.C.H., Commodore of the First 
Class, Commander- in-Chief. 


Casualties , — Land Force. — 
Wounded— % officers, 2 seijeants, 
11 privates, I gunner and driver 
2 havildars, 1 naique, 10 privates, 
— 30. — Sea Force — 1 officer, 
seamen, — 8. - — G rand total 38. 

Return of Ordnance captured. 

In the Upper Fort, 9 iron guns.— 
In the Lower Fort, 19 iron guns* 
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— - Iu tlie intrenchraents, 15 iron 
guns ; 23 iron guns, not mounted. 
•—On Tycocktow, 25 guns. — In 
the junks about 82 guns. — Total, 
173. 

H r Majesty'* Ship Samar ang, 
Canton River , Jan . 8, 1841. 

Sir, — In obedience to your in- 
struction of yesterday, I proceeded 
with the ships placed under my 
orders off Tycocktow. The fort 
commenced its fire upon us at 
twenty minutes past ten o’clock, 
which I did not reply to until I 
took up my anchorage, ten minutes 
after, abreast of it, about 200 yards 
distance, which was as near as the 
depth of water would permit of our 
approach. The Modes te, Druid , 
and Columbine , anchored in suc- 
cession, and in a few minutes, so 
destructive and well-directed was 
the fire of the ships, that that of 
the enemy was silenced, with the 
exception of an occasional gun or 
two. At twenty minutes after 
eleven, a. m., observing that we 
had effected a practicable breach 
in the southern end of the fort, I 
directed the boats manned and 
armed to proceed to storm it. Lieu- 
tenant Bower (first of this ship) 
immediately landed, supported by 
the boats of the Modeste; those of 
the Druid and Columbine , under 
the command of Lieutenant Gold- 
smith (first of the former ship), 
proceeded to the north end. 

An attempt at resistance was 
made by the enemy at the breach 
against Lieutenant Bower and his 
party, but was instantly overcome 
by the gallant and determined rush 
onwards of our men, which so 
appalled the garrison, that they 
instantly made a hasty retreat over 
the hill-wall, leaving us masters 
of the fort. 

The gun*, amounting to twenty. 


five longs, of different calibre, were 
then spiked, the trunnions knocked 
off, a shot wrapped round with 
wet canvass driven bard home in 
each, and they were then thrown 
into the sea, their carriages burnt, > 
as well as the whole of the build- 
ings and magazines blown up, pre- 
vious to which latter operation all 
the wounded of the enemy were 
carried away clear of the fort; 
their loss, judging from the num- 
ber of killed, lying in every di- 
rection, must have been most se- 
vere. 

My best thanks are due to Cap- 
tain Smith and Commanders Eyres 
and Clarke, for the efficient and able 
support they have afforded me. It 
is impossible to say too much in 
favour of all those under my com- 
mand — their conduct merits my 
warmest approbation. Of Lieu- 
tenant Bower (first of this ship) I 
cannot speak too highly. In the 
attack of the breach he received a 
severe sabre wound across the knee, 
which 1 fear will deprive me for 
some time of his services. I beg 
leave to recommend him most 
strongly to your favourable con- 
sideration, as well as Mr. Luard, 
mate, who behaved most gallantly 
in the breach. The zealous con- 
duct of this promising young officer 
has repeatedly drawn forth my 
commendations. 

Our damages are very trifling, 
being merely some of the standing 
rigging cut away and a shot 
through our hull, the fire of the j 
enemy passing all over us. ( 

Enclosed I beg leave to return 
a list of the wounded on board 
the Samarang. 

I have, &c., 

Jamss Scorr, 

Captain* 

To Commodore Sir J. J. G. Bremer, 
C.B., K.C.H., Commsnder-in-Chie^&c* 
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Capture of the Forts on the Canton River. 

" To the Right Hon. George, Earl of Auckland, G.C.B., &c.* 
Governor-General of India. 


** ,f Wellesley, off North Wangtong, to the anchorage off the west end 

A March 10. 0 f Lantao Island. 

- “ My Lord, — It is with feel- “ Her Majesty's plenipotentiary 

ings of gratification I have the and the Imperial commissioner 

* honour to announce to you that having arranged to have a formal 

the forts of the Bocca Tigris, to- meeting at the second bar, in the 

gtther with every other of the river, on the 26th, I despatched 

i r Chinese defences with which we the Calliojie and Larne , and Ma- 

% are acquainted, have fallen to her dagascar and Nemesis steamers, to 

* Majesty's arms ; the British flag the Bocca Tigris, under the imme- 

f. flying on the fortress of Wang- diate command of Captain Herbert, 

es tong, in which is a garrison, and of the Calliope ; a guard of honour, 

!•: all the other batteries have been composed of 100 picked men of the 

I blown up and utterly destroyed; Royal Marines, under the com- 

s and as I am aware of the intense mand of Captain Ellis, R.N., of 

i- interest which is felt by your Lord- the Wellesley, and the band of that 

ps ship, I avail myself of the earliest ship, were embarked. Captains 

b opportunity of forwarding to you the Hon. R. S. Dundas and Mait- 

i a detail of the events which have land, of Melville and Wellesley , 

h led to this result. together with as many of the offi- 

s “ On the 20th of January, the cers of the fleet as could be spared, 

£ preliminaries of a treaty of peace accompanied his Excellency ; the 

£ were agreed upon by her Majesty's party was received with every pos- 

s plenipotentiary, under the seal of sible mark of distinction and re- 

£ the Chinese commissioner, one of spect, the troops were drawn up 

fc the conditions of which the ces- on the ramparts of the forts, and 

sion of the island of Hong Kong salutes fired from all ; a sumptuous 

to her Majesty, and the restoration entertainment had been prepared, 

: of Chuenpee and Tycock Tow to to which the officers were invited, 

i the Chinese, together with the after having been presented to the 

c evacuation of Chu9an at the ear- high commissioner, and the nego- 

liest possible period. His Excel- ciations proceeded in a satisfactory 

lency, in consequence, requested manner, the particulars of which 

me to move the force from the have been stated by the plenipo- 

immediate neighbourhood of the tentiary to her Majesty’s Govern- 

Bocca Tigris, and having made the ment. 

necessary arrangement with the “ On the same day I proceeded 
Chinese admiral commanding in to Hong Kong, and took formal 
chief, the forts were delivered to possession of the island in her Ma« 
his officers, under the usual salutes, jesty's name, and hoisted the colours 
on the 21st, and the fleet proceeded on it, with the usual salutes and 
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ceremonies. By the terms of the 
treaty, the port of Canton was to 
be opened to the trade of all na- 
tions on the 2nd of February, and 
as a proof of the sincere desire on 
the part of the British functionary 
to evince good faith, 1 had, at his 
request, sent the Columbine to 
Chusan, and an overland despatch 
by the hands of a Chinese special 
messenger, directing Brigadier Bur- 
rell and Captain Bouchier, of her 
Majesty's ship Blonde , to use every 
effort to embark the stores and 
troops, and to restore the island to 
the Chinese authorities. 

“ The proclamation for opening 
the port on the 2nd did not appear, 
and on the 11th the two Ministers 
again met at the Bocca Tigris, and 
after a discussion of several hours, 
on this day and on the next, her 
Majesty’s plenipotentiary acceded 
to a further delay (not to exceed 
ten days), in order that the de- 
finitive treaty might be fairly pre- 
pared. I must confess that, from 
this moment, my faith in the sin- 
cerity of the Chinese commissioner 
was completely destroyed $ my 
doubts were also strengthened by 
the reports of the officers 1 sent up 
to the place of meeting, who stated 
that military works on a great 
scale were in progress : troops col- 
lected on the heights, and camps, 
protected by entrenchments, 'arising 
on both sides of the river, and that 
the island of North Wangtong had 
become a mass of cannon. These 
indications being decidedly war- 
like, I determined to move the 
light division of her Majesty's 
ships at once to Macao roads, and 
proceeded thither myself on the 
13th, to confer with his Excel- 
lency the plenipotentiary, and 
await events. 1 found that the 
treaty, as agreed upon by the 
Commissioner and her Majesty's 


Minister had been sent up to the 
Bocca Tigris, for transmission to 
Canton by the Nemesis f with or- 
ders to await an answer until the 
night of the 18th, the period the 
confidential person employed by the 
Chinese commissioner had named 
for the purpose. 

“ The accounts daily received 
by merchants and others at Macao 
from Canton were of the most 
hostile character, and an edict pur- 
porting to be from the Emperor, 
calling on all his officers to exter- 
minate us, was published, together 
with a proclamation, the authen- 
ticity of which I have, however, 
been unable to establish, offering 
50,000 dollars for my head, and a 
like sum for that of the Plenipo- 
tentiary. On the morning of the 
19 tl», the Nemesis arrived from 
the Bocca Tigris without any reply, 
and all doubt was at an end, a 
shot having been fired at her boat 
fromNorth Wangtong. 1 instantly 
detached the light division, under 
Captain Herbert, of her Majesty's 
ship Calliope (who was accom- 
panied by her Majesty’s Plenipo- 
tentiary), with directions not to 
run any unnecessary hazard until 
the body of the force came up, but 
to prevent as much as possible any 
further defensive preparations on 
the part of the enemy. I pro- 
ceeded at the'same time to Bong 
Kong, and weighed with the ships 
of the line, the Queen and Mada- 
gascar steamers, leaving the Hrvtd, 
Jupiter , and transports to follow. 

“ Captain Herbert, with the 
ships under his orders, took up a 
position on the Western Channel 
off South Wangtong on the 20th, 
and on the 22nd he proceeded in 
the Nemesis , with some boats 
the squadron, to the channel at the 
back of Anunghoy, and destroyed 
a masked battery of twenty guns, 
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m; which opened on them whilst era- with a double tier of guns defend, 
ployed clearing the passage, which ing the passage on that side, and 
the Chinese had been endeavouring also partly flanking a number of 
g&i to obstruct by driving down poles rafts constructed of large masses of 

£T* and mooring rafts across ; this ser- timber moored across the river 

vice was performed without any (about twelve feet apart), with 
a lost on our side ; the guns in the two anchors each, connected by 
battery were disabled by knocking and supporting four parts of a 
& off the trunnions, together with chain cable, the ends of which 
sixty found dismounted; the raa- were secured under masonry works, 

games, were burnt, the enemy one on the South Wangtong, the 

•i hi left about thirty of the number other on Anunghoy ; on the west- 

Las dead, and their colours were taken ern end of North Wangtong is a 

Ha* by Lieutenant Bower, senior of strong battery of forty guns, 

her Majesty's ship Samarang. flanked by a field-work of seven- 
's " From the prevalence of light teen ; indeed, the whole island is 
« winds, the line-of-battle ships and one continued battery; on the ex- 

£ k Druid were not collected until the treme western side of the channel 

1 I 24th. On the 25th I arranged a was a battery of twenty-two heavy 

,'u? plan of attack on the formidable guns, and a field-work of seven- 

batteries in our front, and of which teen, protecting an entrenched 

jii it may be necessary for me to give camp, containing 1,500 or 2,000 

some description. Partly surround- men. South Wangtong was not 

-i- jng the old fort of Anunghoy, and occupied by the enemy ; it was an 

r-i in advance of it to high-water excellent position, and I therefore 

jus mark, was a new and well-built caused a work to be thrown upon 

s battery of granite, forming a seg- it during the night of the 25th, 

yf went of about two-thirds of a and mounted two 8-inch iron, and 

jf circle j on it were mounted forty- one 24-pounder brass howitzer ; 

:> two guns, some of them of immense at daylight on the 26th, Captain 

a*.' weight and large calibre; several Knowles, of the Royal Artillery, 

[ $ strong entrenchments extended to opened this battery with admirable 

, I the southward of this battery, and effect, throwing shells and rockets 

it the ridges of the hill were crowned into North Wangtong, and occa- 

rji with guns, up to a camp calculated sionally into Anunghoy, which fire 

! p for about 1,200 men ; at the north was returned by the Chinese with 

[ji side was a straight work of modern great spirit, from a battery tmrae- 

0 section, mounting sixty heavy diately opposite, having also kept 

I* pns ; about 150 yards of rocky up a fire during the greater part 

t Beach intervenes between the end or the preceding night (during the 

n of this battery and the northern erection of the work), which alack- 

» circular battery, on which forty ened towards a.m., and finally 

y guns were mounted ; all the works ceased. 

2 Were protected in rear by a high “ At eleven o’clock, the breeze 

?ji wall extending up to the hill, on springing up, the signal was made, 

it which were steps or platforms for and the fleet stood in. 

firing musketry, and in the into- “ The attack on Anunghoy I 
not* were magazines, barracks, &c. intrusted to Captain Sir H. Le 
13 “ On the east end of the island Fleming Senhouse, of her Majes- 

a of North Wangtong is a battery ty*s ship Blenheim, having with 
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him the Melville, Queen steamer, 
and four rocket boats. The Wel- 
lesley , Calliope , Samarang , Druid, 
Ha aid, Alligator, and Modest 4, 
were opposed to the batteries on 
the south, south-west, and north- 
west of Wangtong, and the forts 
on the western side of the chan- 
nel. 

€i In less than an hour the bat- 
teries on Wangtong were silenced, 
and the troops (under Major Pratt 


of the 26th Cameramans), which 
had been previously embarked in 
the Nemesis and Madagascar 
steamers, consisting of the detach* 
ments of her Majesty's 26th and 
49th Regiments, 37th Madras Na- 
tive Infantry, and Bengal Volun- 
teers, together with the Royal 
Marines, were landed, and in a 
few minutes masters of the island, 
without any loss; 1,300 Chinese 
surrendered.* 


• Bocca Tigria, Feb. 27, 1841. 

u Sir,— It having been determined to 
attack the forts at the Bocca Tigris on 
the 26tb inst., and the part allotted to 
the troops under my orders being to 
land on the island of North Wangtong, 
on the evening previous two 8-inch how- 
itzers, one 24-pounder howitzer, and a 
rocket tube, were placed on South 
Wangtong, with a covering party of 
Royal Marines and 37th Madras Native 
Infantry. A breastwork was thrown up 
during the night, and the guns placed, 
the Chinese keeping up a noisy but in- 
effectual fire during this operation nearly 
the whole night. At daylight these guns 
opened their fire, and threw shells and 
rockets into the forts and fieldworks on 
North Wangtong with the greatest ef- 
fect, setting fire to some of the houses. 
The Chinese returned the fire with 
spirit for some time from a battery of 
eighteen guns opposite, but slackened 
the fire, and latterly ceased firing. 

“ About eight o’clock the troops were 
embarked in boats, ready to land, when 
the batteries at the south-west end of 
the island had been dealt with by her 
Majesty’s ships. At twelve o’clock, on 
the ships giving their fire, the enemy 
were seen flying across the island and 
the Urge fort at the south-east end ; the 
signal was made for the troops to land, 
which they did just in the rear of the 
south-west fort. The nature of the 
ground rendered much regularity of 
formation impossible ; the troops moved 
on as they landed, accompanied by the 
seamen with the scaling-ladders, and 
drove the Chinese, who made scarcely 
any resistance, from the field batteries, 
which from this point were all taken in 
the reverse, and, entering the gate along 
with the flying enemies, in a few minutes 
the British flag waa hoisted on the north* 


east fort, which, with the two fbrts on 
the Anunghoy side, commands the river, 
and we soon had the proud satisfaction 
of seeing that these forts had yielded to 
the ships attacking on that line. 

11 The fort at the south-east end of 
North Wangtong has a formidable bat- 
tery of forty heavy guns, above frbieh 
there is another tier of fifteen guns; and 
a large high wall enclosure all round it, 
containing barracks. The fort at the 
south-west end has a similar battery, 
excepting the upper tier and enclosure; 
the Chinese had lately nearly endirckd 
the island with fieldworks, mounting 
sixty-three guns, besides gingals,and In 
the centre is a circular tower withafev 
guns; in all we found on the island 167 
guns. I am very happy to say, this ser- 
vice was performed without a single 
casualty on our side ; the enemy suffered 
more severely ; they had about 2,000 ; 
of these we took 1,300 prisoners, in- 
cluding the wounded. The remainder 
were killed or drowned io attempting to 
escape. A few were observed escaping 
in boats in the morning. 

The detail of the troops employed is 
annexed, and it is now my duty to bring 
to your notice the praiseworthy conduct 
of the whole force, and especially to 
mention Major Johnstone, 26th Regi- 
ment, commanding the column directed 
to escalade; Captain Ellis, R*M., in 
command of column directed to foroe 
the gate; Captain Duff, commanding 
the 37th Native Infantry ; and Captain 
Ince, the two companies of Bengal Vo- 
lunteers. I must earnestly point out the 
services rendered by Captain Knowles, 
Royal Artillery, having under him Lien- 
tenants Hon. C. Spencer, R.A., and Cad- 
dell, Madras Artillery, in charge of 
howitzers on South Wangtong ; Lieu- 
tenant Burdwood, Madras Engineers, 
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DESPATCHES, &c. 


“ The Anunghoy batteries had 
new been silenced by the beautiful 
precision with which the fire of 
the Blenheim , Melville , and Queen 
had been directed, and, perceiving 
that the enemy were shaken, Sir 
Le Fleming Senhouse, at the head 
of the marines and small-arm men, 
landed on the southern battery, 
and drove them in succession from 
that and the two others, and at 
one o’clock the British colours were 
flying on the whole chain of these 
celebrated works; and the ani- 
mated gallantry displayed by the 
whole force, convinces me that 
almost any number of men the 
Chinese could collect, would not 
be able to stand before them for a 
moment. 


iC Our casualties are trifling, five 
wounded, slightly, in the whole 
force j the maintopmast and fore- 
yard of the Blenheim were shot 
through, one 3 2- pounder gun ren- 
dered unserviceable, several shot 
in the hull, and the rigging much 
cut up ; the Melville's maintop- 
mast wounded, and rigging con- 
siderably injured ; the Calliope 
was struck in several places, and 
the other ships had merely a few 
ropes cut. The loss of the enemy 
was severe, but not so heavy as at 
Chuenpee, 1 ,300 (as before stated) 
having thrown down their arms. 
I should estimate their killed and 
wounded at 250 in Wangtong; 
probably as many in Anunghoy, 
at which place the Chinese Ad- 


who superintended the erection of the 
breastwork, whilst Lieutenants Rundell 
and Jackson, Madras Engineers, accom- 
panied me to lead the respective co- 
Idmnsof attack. As before, I received 
essentia) services from Lieutenant Stran- 
sham, R3I., acting as Brigade-Major, 
and from Lieutenant Stewart McKenzie, 
30th Light Infantry, your military secre- 
tary, who acted as my aide-de-camp. I 
take the liberty of naming to you the 
admirable atyle in which Commander 
Fletcher, her Majesty's ship Wellesley , 
headed the seamen bearing the ladders, 
and arranged the lauding. I enclose a 
list of the ordnance captured at the 
various points of attack by the fleet and 
troops under your orders, showing a 
total of 339 guns. 

I have the hour to be, &c., 

F. L. Pratt, Major, 26th Cameronians, 

Commanding the Force. 

Hi» ExccHeuer Commodore Sir J. J. G. 
Bremer, K.C.B., K.C.H., Commander- 
In-Chief, Ac. 

Return of Casualties. — Total wounded , 
one officer, four seamen. 

Return of Ordnance mounted on the 
Anunghoy Forts. — South Anunghoy 
Fort: Brass guns, two 10-75 inch, 11 
feet 3 inches long; two 8-75 inch, 10 
feet 2 inches long. Iron guns, ooe 60- 
pounder, one 42-pounder, fourteen 32- 


pounders, seventeen 24- pounders, eleven 
18-pounders, twenty-two 12-pounders, 
twenty-seven 9-pounders, four 6-pound- 
ers, one 4-pounder.— Total, 98. North 
Anunghoy Fort : eight 42-pounders, five 
32-pounders, three 24-pounders, two 
18-pounders, four 12-pounders, eighteen 
9-pounders. — Total, 40. Sand-bag Bat- 
tery, at the east side of South Anung- 
hoy Fort: four 9-pounders, four 6- 
pounders, seven 4-pounders. — Total, 
15. Sand-bag Battery, north-east of 
South Anunghoy Fort: one 12-pounder, 
six 9-pounders, one 6-pounder, two 3- 
pounders, three 4-pounders, two less 
than 3-pounders. — Total, 15. 

Return of Ordnance on the Island of 
Wangtong.— Iron guns, one 68-pounder, 
one 42- pounder, eighteen from 24 to 
32-pounders, eleven from 18 to 24- 
pounders, sixteen from 12 to 18-pound- 
ers, twenty-four from 9 to 12-pounders, 
thirty-five from 6 to 9-pounders, fifty- 
two from 3 to 6- pounders, six less than 
3* pounders, three destroyed by shot— « 
Total, 167. 

General Abstract — South Anunghoy 
Fort, 102 guns ; North Anunghoy Fort, 
40 guns; Sand-bag Battery, east side 
of South Anunghoy Fort, 15 guns; 
Sand-bag Battery, north-east side of 
South Anunghoy Battery, 15 guns; 
Island of Wangtong, 167 guns.— Total, 
339 guns. 
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miral, Kwang, and several other 
mandarins of rank, fell. The 
body of the admiral was recognised 
by his family, and taken away the 
day after the action, under a fire 
of minute guns from the Blen- 
heim . 

“ On the morning of the 27th, 
the light squadron proceeded up 
the river, under the command of 
Captain Herbert, of the Calliope , 
and on the day following, 1 was 
gratified by receiving a despatch 
from him, reporting, that on their 
arrival off the first bar, the enemy 
were observed strongly fortified on 
the left bank of the river, close to 
Whampoa Reach, with upwards of 
forty war junks, and the C/iw- 
bridgc (formerly an East Indiaman 
of 900 tons); on approaching within 
three miles, the Madagascar and 
Nemesis steamers, having on board 
his Excellency and Captain Her- 
bert, proceeded to reconnoitre, and 
find out a clear passage, a number 
of vessels having been sunk ; on 
advancing, a heavy fire was opened 
on the steamers, which was re- 
turned with great effect. The 
ships were now brought up, and 
opened fire on the junks. Cam - 
bridge , and batteries, which in an 


hour were nearly silenced, when 
the marines and small-arm men 
were landed, and stormed the 
works, driving before them up- 
wards of 2,000 of the Chinese 
troops, and killing nearly 300. In 
about half an hour after land- 
ing, all the defences were carried 
(though in several places brave and 
obstinate resistance was made). In 
the mean time, the Cambridge was 
boarded, and carried by the boats 
of the Calliope, Nemesis , and Mo - 
dcste , and almost immediately set 
on fire ; the explosion of this ves- 
sel’s magazine must have been 
heard at Canton. The fort (mud) 
mounted on the river front forty- 
seven guns ; on the left flank, 
three ; a field-work, four ; the 
Cambridge, thirty-four ; besides 
ten mounted in a junk, making 
altogether ninety-eight guns, 

. "The war junks escaped up the 
river, where the ships were pre- 
vented pursuing them by a strong 
raft placed across the passage. The 
guns and other munitions were 
destroyed. In this gallant affair 
the casualties (considering the op- 
posing force) are few— one killed, 
three dangerously and five slightly 
wounded.* 


• ‘ Her Majwty’H ship Calliope, above the 
fir»t bar, and below Whampoa, Feb. 2r, 

184 ). 

u Sir, — The division named in the 
margin,* that you did me the honour to 
place under my command, advanced up 
the river this morning, passing Tiger 
Island, the second bar, and reaching 
near the first bar by noon, piloted by 
Captain Elliot, her Majesty’s Plenipo- 
tentiary, whose perfect knowledge of the 
shoals enabled us to effect the passage 
without difficulty. From this position 
we observed the enemy strongly fortified 


• Calliope, Herald, Alligator, Sulphur ; 
Modest e, and Madagascar and Nemesis 
•teamen. 


on the left hank of the river, dose la 
Whampoa Reach, with upwards of forty 
war junks, and the Cambridge, formerly 
an East Indiaman of 900 tons, with an 
Admiral's flag at the main. On ap- 
proaching within three miles I pro- 
ceeded with the steamers, his Excel- 
lency, and Commander Belcher, to re- 
connoitre, and find out a clear passage 
(a number of vessels having been sunk). 
On advancing, a heavy fire was opened 
on the steamers, which was immediately 
returned with great effect. Having 
satisfied myself that the enemy could be 
dislodged, 1 hastened up the ships, die 
Sulphur leading, the whole taking up 
such an admirable position that the 
enemy’s batteries, protecting their 
strongly- intrenched camps and the guns, 
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“ On the morning of the 1st transport Sophia in tow ; Captain 
instant, I proceeded up the river to Maitland, with the boats and 100 
join the advanced squadron, in the small-arm men, together with the 
Madagascar steamer, taking the marines of the Wellesley , accom- 


of their fleet were in an hour nearly 
silenced, when I landed with the seamen 
and marines under the officers named in 
the margin, and stormed the works, 
driving before us upwards of 2,000 of 
their best troops, and killing nearly 300. 
In about half an hour after landing, all 
the defences were carried (though in 
several places brave and obstinate re- 
sistance was made by some of the troops 
composing the Governor’s guard), 
mounting on the river front forty-seven 
guns; in the left flank, three; a field- 
work, four; and the Cambridge with 
thirty-four, besides ten unmounted in a 
junk, making together ninety-eight 
guns. While the intrenchments were 
storming, Lieutenant Watson, assisted 
by the officers enumerated in the mar- 
gin, gallantly boarded the Admiral’s 
ship, whose flag, hauled down by Mr. 
St. Leger, mate of the Calliope , I have 
the honour to send you. The war junks 
escaped up the river, while we were 
prevented from pursuing by a strong 
raft placed across the passage. The 
guns of the fleet, and other munitions, 
have been destroyed, and the Cambridge 
set on fire, whose explosion must have 
been heard at Canton. 

11 It affords me much satisfaction, in 
having to speak of the excellent and 
efficient practice of the Nemesis and 
Madagascar , and the full effect given to 
the anhir generally, on our combined 
efforts being brought to bear upon the 
opposing force. 

11 To Captains Nias and Kuper, and 
Commander Eyres, I am much indebted 
for the able support they afforded me ; 
and Commander Belcher, though suf- 
fering from indisposition, has rendered 
me essential service in bringing the 
ships in, as did Mr. Richard Browne, 
master of the Calliope . Captain Bel- 
cher also attended me when on shore. 
Captains Kuper and Eyres joined the 
moment they could leave their ships, 
rendering great assistance in superin- 
tending the destruction of the materials. 
To Lieutenant Bird wood, of the Madras 
Engineers, who joined me while recon- 
nouering, I am much indebted for his 
seal and suggestions, and also to Lieu- 
tenant Foulis, of the Madras Artillery, 


attached to the Madagascar , for the 
able and effective manner in which he 
directed the guns of that vessel. To 
Lieutenant Stransham, Royal Marines, 
of the Calliope , I have to acknowledge 
my sense of his services in arranging 
and directing the Marines of the squa- 
dron on landihg, and for his endeavours 
to repress the destruction of life after 
resistance had ceased. He speaks in 
high terms of the support he received 
•from Lieutenant C. C. Hewett, Royal 
Marines, of the Herald> and Lieutenant 
Hayes Marriott, Royal Marines of the 
Alligator. Reports from the respective 
captains have been made of the gallant 
and steady conduct of the officers, sea- 
men, and Royal Marines under their 
command ; and 1 am proud of the oppor- 
tunity of again bearing the like testi- 
mony of the Calliope 1 s. 

** To his Excellency her Majesty’s 
Plenipotentiary, who accompanied me 
through the whole affair, my grateful 
acknowledgments are due. 

“ Our casualties, considering the force 
opposed to us, I am happy to say, are 
small ; and, in enclosing you the par- 
ticulars, with a sketch of the enemy’s 
position. 

“ 1 have, &c., 

u Thomas Herbert, 

“ Captain ** 

“ P.S. — Lieutenant D’Eyncourt will 
deliver this with the Admiral’s flag, and 
give you such further information as you 
may require.” 

'* Memorandum .— -Length of the force 
of battery in the river bank mounting 
forty guns, 280 yards, with a flank of 
twenty- four yards in length, mounting 
three guns; length of unfinished line of 
intrenchment connecting the battery and 
the river bank and lower battery 300 
yards. 

The river face of lowerbattery, eighty- 
five yards long, with three embrasures, 
but no guns mounted In them; left 
flank thirty yards long, with four em- 
brasures, and mounting four guns. 

Return of Casualties . — One seaman 
killed, six seamen wounded, two ma- 
rines wounded. 
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panied me. The Queen , taking the 
Eagle transport in tow, on board 
which ship I had embarked the 
marines of the Blenheim, Melville , 
and Druid , also attended by the 
boats of those ships, all being 
armed with their guns and howit- 
zers. 

i( On arriving at Whampoa, I 
found, from Captain Herbert's re- 
port, that the enemy were in con- 
siderable force at the end of ‘ Junk 
Reach,’ having as usual sunk seve- 
ral large junks in the river, and 
further protected themselves by a 
strong double line of stakes across 
it, and large bamboos and branches 
of trees between them. On the 
following morning I detached Com- 
mander Belcher, in her Majesty's 
ship Sulphur , up Junk River, to 
reconnoitre, that ship being taken 
in tow by three of the Wellesley % 
boats, under command of Lieu- 
tenant Symonds, senior lieutenant 
of the latter ship ; on rounding a 
point on the right bank, they came 
in front of a low battery of twenty- 
five guns, masked by thick branches 
of trees, which opened a heavy fire 
on them ; Lieutenant Symonds in- 
stantly cut the tow-rope, and gal- 
lantly dashed into the battery, 
driving the enemy before him, and 
killing several of their number. 
The Sulphur anchored, and some 
shot from her completely drove 
them from the thick underwood 
in the vicinity in which they had 
taken shelter ; the guns were de- 
stroyed, and the magazine and 
other consumable materiel set on 
fire. The number of troops was 
probably 250, and they were of 
the chosen Tartars ; their loss was 
about fifteen or twenty killed ; 
ours was one seaman of the Wei - 
lesley mortally wounded (since 
dead), and the boats were repeat- 
edly struck by grape shot. 


As soon as a cursory survey of 
the river was made, the Herald, 
Alligator , Modesti, and Eagle and 
Sophia transports, were pushed 
forward within gun-shot of How- 
qua's fort ; and thus, for the first 
time, were ships seen from the 
walls of Canton ; on the 2nd, the 
Cruizer joined me, having on board 
Major-General Sir Hugh Gough, 
who took command of the land 
forces. The Pylades and Conway 
also joined from Chusan, and the 
two first- named vessels were sent 
in advance ; on the 4th, in concert 
with the Major-General, an attack 
was planned for the next morning, 
but on approaching, the fort was 
found to be abandoned, and the 
British colours were hoisted; a 
garrison of the 26th Regiment was 
placed in it, and a company of 
Royal Marines, under the com- 
mand of Captain Ellis, R.M., took 
possession of a large joss-house on 
the left bank (which the enemy 
were beginning to fortify), and 
rendered himself secure, while the 
seamen soon removed some of the 
stakes and other impediments, and 
made a clear passage for ships. , I 
may here describe the position:— 
“ On the right bank of the 
river, on the point formed by the 
mouth of a creek (which is a boat- 
passage to Whampoa), was How- 
qua’s Fort. A square building 
mounting thirty guns, from the 
northern angle, the stakes men- 
tioned extended to the opposite 
bank, the ground on each side 
being low paddy fields, cut and 
intersected by canals in all direc- 
tions. The joss-house rather pro- 
jected into the stream, and conse- 
quently was a good position. The 
river here is about 500 yards wide; 
2,000 yards in front is a long low 
island, which divides the river into 
two branches, and on the extreme 


Digitized by v^-ooQle 



481 


DESPATCHES, &c. 


eastern point of which stood a fort, 
mounting thirty-five guns, built to 
commemorate the discomfiture and 
death of the late Lord Napier ; 
from this fort, a line of well* con- 
structed and secured rafts (forming 
a bridge), extended to both sides 
of the river ; on its right bank, 
flanking Napier's Fort and the 
raft, was a mud battery intended 
for thirty-five guns; on the left 
was a battery, also flanking Na- 
pier's Fort, on which the enemy 
had forty-four guns, most of which 
they withdrew on the night of the 
4th. In addition to these defences, 
stone junks were sunk in all parts 
of the river, between the stakes 
and the left of Napier's Fort, 
which raft also rested upon sunken 
junks, secured on either side within 
piles. 

“ The position seemed formid- 
able, and on the 5th the Major- 
General and myself prepared to 
attack it. He landed at the joss- 
house, having with him the Itoyal 
Marines and detachment of the 
26th, for the purpose of taking the 
battery on the left bank ; the ships 
weighed and dropped up with the 
tide ; on the approach of the first 
ship, the enemy fired all their 
guns, and fled across the rafts, and 
in bunts. The British colours were 
then hoisted. 

" A paper was issued, calling on 
the people to place confidence in 
us, and to avoid hostile movements, 
in which latter case protection was 
ensured to them. At noon, the 
Kwang-Chow-Foo, or Prefect, ac- 
companied by the Hong merchants, 
came down, and, after a long dis- 
cussion with the Plenipotentiary, 
admitted, that Keshen having been 
degraded, and the newly appointed 
commissioners not having arrived, 
there was no Government author- 
zed to treat for peace, or make 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


any arrangements ; they confessed 
the truth of the reports we had 
heard, that the greatest consterna- 
tion existed in the city, and that 
every person who could quit it had 
done so ; in fact, that it was at our 
mercy, and it has so remained, a 
monument of British magnanimity 
and forbearance ; I fear, however, 
that the forbearance is misunder- 
stood, and that a further punish- 
ment must be resorted to before 
this arrogant and perfidious Go- 
vernment is brought to reason. 

“ Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary 
being, however, desirous to try the 
effect of another proclamation, and 
to show his desire for an equitable 
adjustment of affairs, addressed the 
Major-General and myself, re- 
questing that we would make no 
further movement towards the city, 
until the disposition of the pro- 
vincial government officers was put 
to the test, as far as regards their 
non-interference ; and we have 
consequently remained in statu 
quo , but reports (on which we can 
rely) are daily reaching us, which 
state that fire-vessels are fitting 
out about seven miles above Can- 
ton ; forts, in the rear of the city, 
in course of erection ; and the 
people are forbidden to bring us 
supplies, while the teas and silks, 
and every other valuable, are re- 
moving from it. 

“ These proceedings, so directly 
contrary to the assurances of paci- 
fic intentions (which they are ever 
ready to deal forth in profusion), 
lead me to the conclusion, that we 
shall have to proceed even at the 
risk of the destruction of the second 
city of the empire, an event ex- 
ceedingly likely to occur from its 
abandonment by the authorities, 
and the excesses of the lower 
classes of a community prover- 
bially bad. The responsibility 
2 I 
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must, however, rest on the heads 
of those authorities, 

“ I this day returned to Wang- 
tong, accompanied by the Majors 
General, in order that the arrange- 
ments in that garrison may be 


To the Right Hon. George 
Governor-General 

“ Wellesley , off Wang tong, 
“ March 27, 1B41. 

“ Mv Lord, —.In continuation 
of my letter of the 10th inst,., I 
have the satisfaction to inform 
your Lordship, that on the 15th, 
I received a report from Captain 
Herbert, of Her Majesty’s ship 
Calliope, detailing a well-executed 
attack on the only remaining fort 
protecting the approaches to the 


carried out, and plans deviled for 
our further operations. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c., 

“ J. G. Gordon Brembr, 

“ Commodore and Qmmmtshm' 

CW-” 


Earl op Auckland, G.C.B., Ac., 
op India in Council. 

city of Canton.* This fort is situ- 
ate about ten miles from the 
anchorage at Whampoa, up a nar- 
row and intricate channel which 
ends in the Broadway, or Macao 
passage from Canton. The attack 
commenced, about five p,M„ from 
the Modeste and Madagascar 
steamer, with the boats of the 
squadron, and in balf-an-baur the 
works were in our possession) the 


• (Copy.) 

" Fort, two miles above Canton, near the entrance 

to the Macao Panaage, March 13th , 114*1. 

“Sir, — I n conformity with your order* 
of the 1 2th instant, and having waited 
twenty-four hours after the arrival of 
the last chop delivered, and seeing no- 
thin* of a pacific nature on the part of 
the Chinese, 1 proceeded with the force 
under the officers named, to the fort 
and raft*, mounting twenty-two guns, 
with eight small ones laid on a sand, 
bank, flanking the rafts, strongly posted 
and well constructed, near the Canton 
entrance of the Macao passage ; at about 
5 f.m. commenced the attack, and car- 
ried the whole of the enemy’s works in 
about half-an-hour, the Chinese keep- 
ing up a well, direct, and animated fire, 
till our forces were under the walls, and 
in the act of storming, when they gave 
way and fled in all directions, thus 
leaving the now only remaining pro- 
tection of the city in our hands, giving 
Her Majesty's forces the command of 
the river above and below it, and to 
depend upon its mercy for its daily 
subsistence. 

*t xhe boats I placed under the direc- 
tion of Captain Betluine, to whom I am 
much indebted for the steady manner 
in which they were brought to the 
attack; and also to Captain Kuper, 


Commanders Barlow, Gifford, Anfpn, 
and Clarke, who volunteered their ser. 
vices, and the assistance they gave 
throughout the aflhlr* much credit is 
due to Commander Belcher for biswal 
in trying to get the Sulphur up thii 
intricate channel ; and to Commander 
Eyres, whose ship was brought to an 
excellent and effective position, within 
about 600 yards of the fort, towed by 
the Madagascar , piloted by that very 
skilful and highly meritorious officer, 
Lieutenant Collinson ; Mr. Dicey, the 
Commander of the Madagascar , also 
calls for my highest commeodation \ e* 
well as Lieutenant Foulis, Madias Ar- 
tillery, for the manner in which be 
managed his guns, and the Royal Ma- 
rines, under the orders of Lieutenant 
Stransham, assisted by Lieutenant* 
Hewitt, Marriott, and Polkinghar**, 
who acquitted themselves on the occa- 
sion as that gallant corps is always m 
the habit of doing. The lass to the 
Chinese I have not been able to ascer- 
tain ; several were found dead in a»d 
near the fort. Our own osaualties* *• 
far a6 I can learn, do not exceed three 
wounded. 

4< I have the honour to he, 

« T. H brbert, Captain. 
“Commodore Si. J.O. Brewer, K.C.B -.K-CR 
“ CuinmaoUeriu-UiitJ.’’ 


Digitized by v^oogle 



483 


PESPATCHES, &c. 


Chinese keeping dp a well-directed 
fire until the boats* crews were 
in the act of scaling the walls, 
when they gate way and fled in 
all directions. They were de- 
voting the whole of their atten- 
tion to the strengthening of the 
defences of this post, and had 
rendered it one of the most formi- 
dable which had been encountered. 

1 am, therefore, happy that it is 
in our bands. The loss of the 
Chinese is not correctly known ; 
many were found dead in the fort. 
Our own casualties do not amount 
to more than three wounded. 

H The zealous desire of every 
officer and man in the squadron 
to seek occasions in which to dis- 
tinguish himself, has led to the 
performance of various well-exe* 
cuted services $ amongst them is 
the forcing the inner passage from 
Macao to Whampoa, which was 
deemed by the Chinese impene- 
trable to foreigners. Her Ma* 
jesty's Plenipotentiary having re* 
presented to the senior officer in 
Macao, rpad the great advantages 
likely to accrue by this step, his 
views were at once acceded to by 
Captain Scott, and preparations 
made for carrying it into effect. 
At three a.m., on the 13th, the 
Nemesis , with the boats of the 
Samarang in tow, weighed from 
Macao^roads, and proceeded over 
the flats between Twee-lieu-shaw 
and Toi-kokc-tow Islands to the 
Broadway River. At eight, a.m„ 
they came in sight of Motao Fort, 
and the steamer having taken up 
an enfilading position, where not a 
gwn of the enemy could bear upon 
her, opened her fire, whilst the 
bouts proceeded to the attack. On 
their approach, the Chinese aban- 
doned the place. Thirteen guns 
were found mounted, which were 
completely destroyed, the build- 


ings set fire to, and a train laid to 
the magazine, which exploded be- 
fore the boats returned to the 
Nemesis. On reaching Point 
How-Hoak-Tow, the river is di- 
vided into two channels-— that to 
the right takes a sudden sharp 
turn, and becomes very contracted 
in its breadth. Here they dis- 
covered Tai-yat-kok, a field bat- 
tery (very recently constructed) of 
fourteen guns, very strongly posted 
on a rising ground, situated on 
the left bank of the river, sur- 
rounded by overflowed paddy fields, 
which enfiladed the whole line 
of the reach leading up to it. As 
the steamer appeared round the 
point, the enemy opened an ani- 
mated fire upon her, which was 
smartly kept up. It was most 
effectually returned by the two 
guns from the Nemesis s which 
vessel threw her shot, shells, and 
rockets admirably. The boats ad- 
vanced under the slight cover of 
the bank; but, before a landing 
could be effected on their flank, 
they abandoned the guns, when 
possession of the work was taken 
by a narrow pathway, which could 
only be passed in single files. The 
guns were destroyed and the build- 
ings and materials consigned to the 
flames and blown up. Meanwhile, 
a detachment of the boats hod 
gone over to the opposite side of 
the river, and destroyed a military 
station or d6p6t. At noon nine 
war junks were seen over the 
land, and chase immediately given. 
On entering the reach in which 
they were. Captain Scott observed 
on the right bank of the river a 
new battery, scarcely finished, with 
ten embrasures, but without guns, 
and Hochang Fort close to it, well 
built of granite, surrounded by a 
wet ditch, and mounting fourteen 
guns and six gingals. Abreast of 
2 12 
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these, which they flanked, the river 
was strongly staked across, through 
the centre of which the last junk 
had passed, and the opening again 
secured. The enemy immediately 
commenced firing from the fort 
and junks, which was replied to 
by the Nemesis with good effect, 
while the boats opened a passage 
through the stakes, and dashed on 
to the attack of Hochang and the 
junks. The former was secured 
by wading the ditch and entering 
the embrasures, and the latter, 
seeing the fall of the fort, became 
so panic stricken, that on the ap- 
proach of the boats seven got on 
shore, their crews jumping over- 
board immediately they grounded, 
two junks alone escaping. Lieu- 
tenant Bower in pushing to cut 
them off, discovered Fiesha-kok on 
the left bank of the river, with- 
in 100 yards of the advanced 
junk aground, which fort, mount- 
ing seven guns, opened a heavy 
fire of grape upon him. Observ- 
ing that the junks were aban- 
doned by their crews, he turned 
all* his attention to his new oppo- 
nents, whom he drove out of their 
stronghold by passing through the 
adjoining town and taking them in 
reverse. 

In the meantime Mr. Hall 
dexterously managed in getting 
his vessel through the centre pas- 
sage of the stakes, which fortu- 
nately was just sufficiently wide 
to admit of her passing. At 30 
minutes after 2, the boats re- 
turned to the steamer, after having 
destroyed all the guns, and set 
fire to Fiesha-kok fort, and the 
seven war junks, which all blew 
up within a quarter of an hour. 
Chase to the two escaped junks 
recommenced, during which they 
passed two dismantled forts. At 
4 p.m. they arrived off the large 


provincial town of Hiangshan, one 
of the large war junks preceding 
them about a mile, the dense popu- 
lation thickly crowded the banks, 
boats, junks, house-tops, the large 
pagoda, and surrounding hills; 
both sides of the river were packed 
by the trading craft of the country 
in the closest possible order; the 
centre of the river, which is very 
narrow here, having merely suffi- 
cient space to allow the steamer's 
paddle-boxes to pass clear of the 
junks moored to its banks; not 
the slightest fear was manifested 
by the people, but several man- 
darins took to their boats and fol- 
lowed the war junks, which were 
closed so rapidly that one of them 
ran on shore, the crew jumping 
overboard ; the steamer brought 
up abreast of her and destroyed 
her : while thus employed, the 
fort of Sheang-chap, within 200 
yards (but hidden by some inter- 
vening trees), opened its fire, which 
was instantly returned, and the 
boats, with the marines of the 
Samarang, stormed it; its eight 
guns were destroyed ; a number of 
Chinese troops coming down to- 
wards the fort made it necessary 
to fire two or three shots, which, 
going directly in the midst of the 
body, scattered and dispersed them 
in an instant. At 6 p.m. the 
junks and fort were fired, and the 
steamer passed on into a narrow 
shallow channel, scarcely more 
than the breadth of a canal, when 
she anchored head and stern for 
the night.* 

• Samarnng’s Gig, Whampoa Roads, 

6 P.M., March 15, J8M* 

Sir, — His Excellency Her Majesty’s 
Plenipotentiary having, on the afternoon 
of the 12th instant, suggested tome the 
great advantages likely to accrue by 
forcing the inner passage from Macao to 
Whampoa (deemed by the Chinese im- 
penetrable to foreigners), and fully agree? 
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'“At daylight on the morning 
of the 14th they weighed and 
proceeded up the river in the 
steamer s draught of water, and 
not broader than her own length, 
grounding occasionally on both 


sides; at 7, 50, arrived at the 
large village of Hong-how, with 
a fort of the same name at the 
upper part, which flanked a strong 
and broad line ef stakes twenty 
feet wide, completely across the 


Ing with him upon the subject, I made no 
hesitation in immediately acceding to his 
views, and making the necessary pre- 
paration for carrying them into effect* 

1 have now the honour of communi- 
cating the result of my operations. 

At three o’clock a.m. on the 13tb I 
proceeded with the small arm men and 
marines in the boats named in the mar- 
gin,* on board the Nemesis steamer, 
where 1 was shortly afterwards joined 
by his Excellency CaptAin Elliot, when 
we got under weigh from Macao- roads, 
aud proceeded over the flats between 
Tweelienshan and Towkocktow Islands 
into the Broadway river. 

At eight o’clock a.m. we came in sight 
of Motao Fort, which we closed in less 
than half an hour. The steamer hav- 
ing taken up an enfilading position on 
its southern angle (where not a gun of 
the enemy could bear upon her), opened 
her fire, whilst we proceeded in boats 
to the attack. So accurately were her 
shot directed, that the enemy, on our 
approach in the boats, abandoned the 
place and fled. 

We found thirteen guns mounted, 
which were completely destroyed, the 
buildings in the interior set fire to ; and 
having laid a train to the magazine, we 
re-embarked; before we reached the 
Nemesis it exploded, effectually finish* 
ing our work on that point. 

On reaching point How Hong Tow, 
the river is divided into two channels ; 
that to the right, which we pursued, 
takes a sudden sharp turn, and becomes 
very contracted in its breadth. Here 
we discovered Tai-Yat-Kok, a field bat- 
tery (very recently constructed) of 
fourteen guns, strongly posted on a 
rising ground, situated on the left bank 
of the river, environed by overflowed 
paddy fields, which enfiladed the whole 
line of the reach leading up to it. 

At thirty minutes past ten a.m., as 
we appeared round the point, the enemy 


• Pinnace mounting twelve-pound carronades ; 
cotter, six-oared gig, fonr-oared gig; Atalanta 
wace, mounting twelve-pound bowitsen. 


opened out an animated fire upon us, 
which was smartly kept up as we 
advanced ; it was most effectually re- 
turned by the two guns from the Ne- 
inesis , who threw her shot, shells, and 
rockets admirably. 

Under the slight cover of the bank 
we Advanced in the boats, but before we 
could effect a landing on their flank they 
abandoned their guns, when we took 
possession of the work by a narrow 
pathway, which could only be passed in 
single files. 

Observing a war junk who had opened 
her fire about a mile above the battery, 
I despatched Lieutenant Bower with the 
two pinnaces in chace, accompanied by 
the steamer, but as I could not complete 
the destruction of the guns and battery 
under three quarters of an hour, the 
chace was necessarily given up until my 
return on board. 

During the above period a military 
dlp6t and station on the opposite side 
of the river were destroyed by Lieute- 
nant Maitland, whom I had despatched 
thither for that purpose. 

The moment I returned the chace of 
the war junk was resumed ; at forty 
minutes past twelve r.M., we again got 
sight of her with eight others, which 
were seen over the land. As we entered 
the reach which they occupied, we dis- 
covered on the right bank of the river 
a new battery, scarcely finished, with 
ten embrasures, but without guns, and 
Ilochung Fort close to it, well built of 
granite, surrounded by a wet ditch, 
mounting fourteen guns and six gingals. 
Abreast of these, which they flanked, 
the river was strongly staked across, 
through the centre of which the last 
junk (our chace) had passed, and the 
opening again secured. The enemy 
immediately commenced firing upon us 
from the fort of Hocbung and their war 
junks (now under sail), which was re- 
plied to by the Nemesis with the usual 
effect, while the boats opened a passage 
through the stakes, and dashed on to the 
attack of Hochung and the junks, Lieu- 
tenant Bower gallantly leading on the 
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river, filled up in the centre by 
large sunken junks laden with 
stones ; on discovering the fort 
the Neincsi.* opened tire, which 
was instantly returned by the 
enemy; as in all the preceding 


division under his orders against the 
latter, whilst the others secured the fort 
by evading the ditch, and entering the 
enemy , s embrasures. Seeing the fall 
of the fort, the war junks became so 
panic-struck on the approach of the 
boats, anti were thrown into such utter 
confusion, that seven got ashore, the 
crews jumping overboard immediately 
they grounded, two junks alone escap- 
ing. Lieutenant Bower, in pushing to 
cut the latter off, discovered Fiesbarkok 
on the left bank of the river, within 
100 yards of the advanced junk aground, 
which fort, mounting seven guns, opened 
out a heavy Are of grape upon him; 
observing that the junks were aban* 
cloned by their crews, he nobly turned 
all bis attention to his new opponents, 
whom he drove out of their stronghold, 
by passing through the adjoining town 
and taking them in reverse. 

In the meantime Mr. Hall dexterously 
managed in getting his vessel through the 
centre passage of the stakes, which for- 
tunately was just sufficiently wide to 
admit of her passing, without detaining 
or giving us the trouble of removing 
any of them. 

At forty-five minutes past two we 
returned on board the steamer, after 
having destroyed all the guns and set 
fire to Feisharkok Fort and the seven 
war-junks, as per margin,! which all 
blew up before we were out of sight of 
them. 

At daylight on the morning of the 
1 4th we weighed and proceeded up the 
river in the steamer’s draught of water, 
and not broader than her own length, 
grounding occasionally on both sides. 

At fifty minutes past seven arrived at 
the large’ village of Konghow ; at eight 
observed the fort of the same name, at 
the upper part of the village, which 
flanked a strong and broad line of stakes, 
twenty feet wide, completely across the 
river, filled up in the centre by large 


I One large junk, mounting nine long gum ; 
one ditto, mounting eight long guns; two ditto, 
mounting six each ; one smaller ditto, mounting 
four guns } two dluo, mounting two guns. 


actions, they fled the moment the 
boats landed to attack them ; they 
had evidently expected to be as- 
sailed on the opposite side to that 
by which the Nemesis approached, 
the walls being piled tip with 


sunken junks, laden with stones. On 
discovering the fort we opened our lire, 
which was instantly returned by the 
enemy. As ib all the preceding actions, 
they fled the moment we landed to 
attack them. They had evidently el- 
ected us from the opposite side to that 

y which we approached them, the walls 
being piled up with sand bags outside 
in that direction. Nine guns were 
destroyed here and the fort blown ftp* 

At daylight this morning we con- 
tinued our course* upwards ; at thirty 
minutes past seven arrived off the large 
village Tamchow, under the banks of 
the upper part of which a number of 
soldiers, with matchlocks, were descried, 
endeavouring to conceal themselves, 
upon whom a fire of musketry was 
opened as wc passed, which dispersed 
all those who were unhurt ib less than 
a minute. 

On moving up to Tagnei,alarge town 
on the left bank of the river, three forts 
were passed, all dismantled and aban- 
doned. The Custom-house of the latter 
place was destroyed, as well as a man- 
of-war junk, mounting seven guns, which 
the crew had quitted on our approach. 
On proceeding up to Whampoa, we 
passed through a very beautiful coun- 
try ; three more dismantled forts were 
observed in our route. At four o’clock, 
p.m., we arrived at this anchomge, hav- 
ing destroyed five forts, one battery, 
tyro military stations, and nine wen-of- 
war junks, in which were 11 6 guns, and 
eight gingals; thus completing our 
object, by proving to the enemy that 
the British Sag is capable of beiog dis- 
played throughout their inner waters 
wherever and whenever it is thought 
proper by us, against any defence oc 
mode they may adopt to prevent it. 

It is a pleasing gratification on my 
part, in being enabled to inform your 
Excellency, that this service has been 
accomplished without the loss of a single 
man on our side, and only three seamen 
slightly wounded belonging to her Ma- 
jesty’s ship Samarang . 

To his Excellency Captain Elliot my 
warmest and best thanks are due* for 
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m sandbags outside in that direction ; 
? nine guns were destroyed here and 
»> the fort blown up, after the Ne- 
M mmis had made good her passage 
a through the stakes, which was 
n effbofeed after four hours’ incessant 

- labour, assisted by the natives, who 
M flocked on board and around in 

* great numbers after the firing had 
^ ceased, all apparently anxious to 

- aid in destroying the stakes. 

u At 4 p.m. they arrived off a 
-» military station ; a shot was fired 

* into the principal building, which 
r drove out the garrison who had 
» screened themselves in it ; the 

* boats were then sent on shore, and 
r the whole establishment, together 


? tbs very able and friendly assistance I 

1 received from him throughout the whole 

* of our little expedition ; to Messrs, 
i Morrison and Thoms, who accompanied 

* him, 1 feel under the greatest obliga- 
a ttonsfbr the efficient aid I received from 

them, by the knowledge of these gcn« 
a tlemen In the Chinese language, thus 
4 affording me the means of communi- 
» cation through them with the natives in 

* pur route, which proved of the highest 
t importance ; they fully participated in 
t all the dangers of the expedition, as did 
c likewise Captain Larkins, late of the 
■ Hon. East India Company’s service, 
t who was an amateur upon the occasion, 

' Of Mr. Hall, master, commanding 
i the Nemesis, it is impossible for me to 
r *peak too highly ; the cool, unwearied, 
i zealous performance of bis duties, under 

circumstances of frequent danger and 
i difficulty, in traversing a navigation 
never before passed by an European 
i host or vessel ; his gallantry, and the 
effective aid I received from the Neme- 
repeatedly called forth my warmest 
admiration. It is unnecessary for me 
to say more than that, in my humble 
opinion, he is deserving of every reward 
that can be heetowed upon him. 

To Lieotenant William Pedder, R.N*, 
acting as chief officer of the Nemesis, I 
feel indebted for the able and gallant 
manner in which he at all times sup- 
ported the boats, with those of the 
•tejjnor under his command. 

The firing of Mr. Edward Crouch, 


with a mandarin boat, mounting 
one nine-pounder and two gin gals, 
were destroyed, and at 6 the 
steamer anchored for the night. 

“ At daylight on the 15th, the 
Nemesis continued her course up- 
wards, and at 7* 30, arrived off 
the large village Zamchow, under 
the banks of which a number 
of soldiers with matchlocks were 
descried endeavouring to conceal 
themselves, upon whom a (ire of 
musketry was opened, which dis- 
persed all those who were unhurt 
in less than a minute. 

“ On moving up to Tsgnei, a 
large town on the left bank of the 
river, three forts were passed, all 


gunnery-mate of the Wellesley, lent to 
Nemesis , was perfect rifle practice. 
Our rapid success I regard as mainly 
attributable to the admirable manner in 
which he punished the enemy. I beg 
leave earneatly to recommend him to 
your favourable notice and considera- 
tion. 

The conduct of my gallant First Lieu- 
tenant, J. P. Bower, has always met 
with my highest approbation. Nothing 
could have surpassed his anxious zeal 
and gallantry the last three days. It 
again becomes my pleasing duty to draw 
your particular attention and favourable 
consideration to this meritorious officer. 

Lieutenant Maitland, acting Lieute- 
nant Lysaght, and Lieutenant Gordon, 
of the Royal Marines, as well as Messrs. 
Noble, Parkhurst,Luard,and Armitage 
(mates) Mr. Tucker, second master, 
and Dr. Mackay, assistant-surgeon, are 
entitled to my best acknowledgments for 
the gallantry and zeal they displayed 
throughout our operations. 

Seamen and Marines vied with each 
other in being foremost upon every oc- 
casion. 

Enclosed I forward herewith the list 
of wounded, and have the honour to 
remain, &c. 

Jamxs Scott, Captain. 

Commodore Sir J. J. Gordon Bremer. 

C.B., K.C.H., 

Com manderin-Chief. 

Casualties .— Three seamen wounded, 
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dismantled and abandoned: tbe 
Custom-house of the latter place 
was destroyed, as well as a war 
junk mounting seven guns, which 
the crew had quitted on the ap- 
proach of the steamer. On pro- 
ceeding up to Whampoa, three 
more dismantled forts were ob- 
served, and at 4 p.m. the Nemesis 
came to iu that anchorage, having 
(in conjunction with the boats) 
destroyed five forts, one battery, 
two military stations, and nine 
war junks, in which were 115 
guns and eight gingals, thus prov- 
ing to the enemy that the British 
flag can be displayed throughout 
their inner waters wherever and 
whenever it is thought proper by 
us, against any defence or mode 
they may adopt to prevent it. 
This service has been performed 
without the loss of a single man 
on our side, and only three sea- 
men slightly wounded, belonging 
to Her Majesty's ship Samarang. 


The greatest praise is due to Mr. 
W. H. Hall, R.N., Commander of 
the Nemesis , for the cool, un- 
wearied, and zealous performance 
of his duties (under circumstances 
of frequent danger and difficulty) 
at all times, more especially in 
thus traversing a navigation never 
before passed by a European boat 
or vessel. 

“ On the 19th I was gratified 
by receiving a report from Cap- 
tain Herbert, of Her Majesty's 
ship Calliope, commanding the 
advanced squadron, detailing tbe 
various operations of that force in 
the attack and capture of the forts, 
defences, and flotilla off Canton, 
and the hoisting the Union Jack 
on the walls of the British factory, 
the guns of the squadron com- 
manding all the approaches to the 
city from the western and southern 
branches of the river, thus placing 
in our power the great provincial 
capital.* 


• " British Factory, Canton, March 18th, 1841, 

“ Sir, — This day the force under mv 
orders carried and destroyed in suc- 
cession all the forts in the advance and 
before Canton, taking, sinking, burning, 
or dispersing tbe enemy’s flotilla, and 
hoisting the Union Jack on the walls of 
the British factoty, the guns of the 
squadron commandingall tbe approaches 
to the city from the western and south- 
ern branches of the river, thus placing 
in our power the great provincial capi- 
tal, containing upwards of 1,000,000 of 
inhabitants. 

“ I found myself forced to make this 
attack without your instructions, for the 
reasons so strongly expressed in Her 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary's note, herein 
enclosed (17th of March, 1841), con- 
sidering it my duty to resent, with all 
tbe promptitude in mv power, the in- 
sult offered the day before to the flag of 
truce sent with a chop to the Imperial 
Commissioner, at the desire of his Ex- 
cellency. 

<* The flotilla of boats, formed into 

four divisions, was under the command 


of Captain Bourchier of the Blonde, 
Captain Bethune of the Conway assist- 
ing. Three divisions, under the im- 
mediate charge of Commanders Barlow 
and Clarke, and Lieutenant Coulson of 
the Blonde ; Her Majesty’s ship Hya- 
cinth (to which too much praise canaot 
be given for the exertion displayed by 
Commander Warren, his officers and 
crew, in getting her through the intri- 
cate and difficult passes of tbe river, 
piloted by Commander Belcher, to be 
in readiness for operation), and a di- 
vision of boats, under the command of 
these officers, were placed at the south- 
ern entrance of the river, communi- 
cating with the main stream at Fatee, 
to meet any retrograde movement of 
the numerous flotilla that had taken 
part in the aggression on the 1 6th in- 
stant. 

" Every arrangement having been 
completed and understood, the whole 
force moved in advance about noon, 
the vessels. Marines, and three di- 
visions of boats from the northward 
of the Macao fort, and within gunaJwt 
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u This was brought about by 
the Chinese having fired upon a 
flag of truce, sent with a chop to 
the Imperial Commissioner at the 
desire of his Excellency the Pleni- 
potentiary. The flotilla of boats 


of the squadron formed into four 
divisions under the command of 
Captains Bourchier and Bethune, 
of the Blonde and Conway ; every 
arrangement having been com- 
pleted, the force moved in advance 


of the enemy’s advance batteries, en- 
gaging them for about two hours and a 
half, when all opposition ceased, and 
the factory within the defences was 
taken possession of. 

The Modeste was placed within 300 
yards in front of the principal battery, 
and shortly gave proofs of her well- 
directed fire, flanked by the powerful 
guns of the Madagascar , Captain Dicey, 
with artillerymen under the direction 
of Lieutenant Foulis, Madras Artillery, 
and Nemesis , Mr. W. H. Hall. R.N., 
commanding, with artillerymen, under 
the direction of Captain Moore and 
Lieutenant Gabbctt, Madras Artillery, 
who handsomely volunteered their ser- 
vices upon the occasion. The Algerine 
(Lieutenant Mason), and Starling (Lieu- 
tenant Kellett), passing ahead, cutting 
through the rafts on the right bank and 
engaging a part of the war junks, the 
Hebe and Louisa tenders taking part, 
at the same time, under cover of the 
ships’ guns, the flotilla, with the Ma- 
rines, was brought up in admirable 
order by Captain Bourchier, and upon 
the signal given stormed and com- 
pleted the capture of this part of the 
enemy’s works, notwithstanding a most 
determined resistance on the part of the 
Tatar troops. From this battery the 
vessels and flotilla moved forward, and 
carried the other defences in succes- 
sion, amounting in the whole to 123 
guns. 

u By the great care of Captain Nias, 
his officers, and ship’s company, the 
Herald was brought over the flats, and 
entered the reach during the engage- 
ment, which must have had consider- 
able effect upon the enemy, by dividing 
their attention, not knowing what other 
force might be in reserve. 

M Of Captain Bourchier, whose high 
character is so well known to you. Sir, 
and the service, I cannot speak suf- 
ficiently strong for the manner in which 
he conducted the forces under his im- 
mediate command, not only leading 
them into action in admirable order, 
but keeping them together in readiness 


for any outbreak of the immense popu- 
lation of such a crowded city, and 1 
cannot refrain from mentioning his con- 
spicuous and energetic exertions in tow- 
ing off the burning junks, which were 
drifting upon the suburbs of Canton, 
and soon would have evidently set fire 
to that part of the city, and involved 
the destruction of the whole, in which 
he reports he was ably assisted by the 
officers under his directions. My thanks 
are also due to that excellent officer, 
Captain Berthune, and to Commanders 
Belcher, Warren, Barlow, and Clarke, 
for their great zeal. The Royal Ma- 
rines, under Lieutenant Stransham, of 
the Calliope , assisted by Lieutenants 
Daniel, Hewitt, Marriott, and Polking- 
horne, were, as usual, conspicuous for 
their gallant, steady, soldierly bearing. 
I have, however, to regret that Lieu- 
tenant Stransham, in exerting himself 
to destroy the works, was suddenly 
exposed to a heavy explosion, by 
which he has been considerably burnt, 
but continues at his post; to Lieu- 
tenants Kellett and Collinson, and Mr. 
Brown, master of the Calliope , every 
favourable consideration is due, for 
having made themselves particularly 
useful in sounding, and afterwards con- 
ducting several men-of-war safely to an 
anchorage off the city of Canton ; in- 
deed, my sincere gratitude is due to 
every officer, seaman, and marine, em- 
ployed on this service, for their zeal 
and spirited conduct, from which it is 
to be hoped the most beneficial results 
will ensue. 

u Your presence at the close of the 
action releases me from going further 
into detail. 

From the various reports brought 
in, we have been able to ascertain that 
the enemy ’8 loss has been about 400 
men. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

“ T. Herbert, Captain.” 
u Commodore Sir J. J. Gordon Bremer, Km., 
C.B., K.C.H-, Commandcr-in-Chief, &c. n 

Return of Ordnance destroyed in the 
Defences near Canton*— Lower Battery, 
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about noon, and engaged the bat- 
teries for about an hour, when the 
flotilla, with the marines, under 
the command of Captain Bourchier, 
was brought up in admirable order, 
and, upon the signal being given, 
stormed and completed the capture 
of the enemy's works, notwith- 
standing a most determined resist- 
ance on the part of the Tatar 
troops: -*-123 guns were mounted 
in the different forts ; the loss of 
the enemy has been very consider- 
able (upwards of 400 men) ; our 
casualties, I am happy to say, do 
not exceed six wounded. 

,c This blow was followed by 
an agreement on the part of the 
High Commissioner to a suspen- 
sion of hostilities, and afterwards 
by the publication of an edict, 
declaring the trade to be opened, 
and that all British and other 


merchants, proceeding to the pro- 
vincial city shall receive due sod 
perfect protection.* 

“ I endeavoured to push for- 
ward to the scene of action in the 
Hyacinth's gig, but only arrived 
towards its close, in sufficient, tinie, 
however, to be gratified by the 
hoisting of the British colours. 
Thus, for the first time in the 
history of China, have ships been 
brought under the very walls of 
Canton, and by channels and 
branches on which a foreign ship 
never before floated. I believe 
the Chinese were not acquainted 
with the capabilities of their splen- 
did river ; assuredly they had no 
idea that the second city in the 
empire could be assailed by ships 
of war on its waters ; I trust that 
the fact will have its due influence 
on the authorities, and l have no 


left bank, Macao- passage, 22 guns; 
Upper Battery, 9 guns ; Sandbag 
Battery, on wharf, 9 guns; Western 
Fort, Canton suburbs (Sbaween), 10 
guns ; Red Fort, opposite Canton fac- 
tories, 20 guns; Dutch Folly, 25 guns ; 
Sandlrag Battery above arsenal, 13 guns; 
Two junks, moored off Admiral’s house, 
16 guns. — Total 123 — besides those de- 
stroyed in Lin’s and the Mandarin war- 
boats. 

Casualties, — 1 officer, 6 seamen, 
wounded. 

* ** British Ilall, Canton, March 20th, 1841. 

“Sin, — 1 have the honour to ac- 
quaint you that I have this day con- 
cluded a suspension of hostilities in 
this province, the Imperial Commis- 
sioner having publicly proclaimed the 
trade to be opened, and that all British 
and other merchants proceeding to the 
provincial city shall receive due pro- 
tection. 

With a view to the restoration of 
confidence amongst the trading people, 
I have now to request you will have the 
goodness to move the vessels actually 
before Sliameen, about half-way down 
towards the Macao Passage Fort, and 1 
hope you will aim do what may other- 


wise be in your power to evinre sin- 
cerely peaceful purposes respecting the 
population, without, howevei , removing 
a sufficiently pressing force from the 
near neighbourhood of the city. 

“ I am persuaded, too, that you will 
recognise the soundness of manifesting 
every degree of proper respect for the 
Government, ana every disposition to 
uphold its character In the sight of the 
people, which may be compatible with 
the paramount necessity of keeping 
awake a lively sense, that renewal of ill 
faith will be responded to by an imme- 
diate blow. 

u It must be quite superfluous to 
assure you, Sir, I depend With great 
confidence (and with constant thankful- 
ness) upon your continued earnest efforts 
to prevent accident at Canton. But, 
perhaps, I may be pardoned for sug- 
gesting, that for the present no person 
or boat be allowed to land without the 
express permission of the senior officer 
on the spot. 

“ f have, &c. 

“ Charles Elliott, 
Her Majesty’s Plenipotentiary. 0 
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11 Captsla Herbert, 
Senior Officer, 
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doubt that the forbearance dis- 
played towards a city bo completely 
at our mercy as this is, will be 
appreciated by the better classes 
of the community, who have every- 
thing to lone, and the benevolence 
of the British character mare fully 
understood than it ever yet has 
been in this country* 

“ The gratifying spectacle of our 
ships in this position is solely 
attributable to the unwearied ex- 
ertions of the captains, officers, 
and men belonging to them, in 
sounding the various inlets through 
which they passed, not a single 
Chinese pilot having been cm-* 
ployed throughout 


In conclusion, we may on this, 
as on former occasions, congratu- 
late ourselves on this service hav- 
ing been performed without any 
loss of life on our side, and only 
seven wounded (severely), amongst 
whom is that gallant officer. Lieu- 
tenant S transham, Royal Marines, 
of Her Majesty’s ship Calliope , 
Acting Brigade-Major. 

" l have the honour to be, my 
Lord, your Lordship's most obedi- 
ent humble servant, 

“ J. J. Gordon Bremer, 

“ Commodore of the 1st C/ass, 
" Commander-in* Ch ief. ’ * 


To Tnfi Riont Hon. tfie Earl of Auckland, G.C.B., &c. 


Governor- 

° Her Majesty* Ship Wellesley, 
u Beau Tigris, March 11M. 

"Mr Lord,-— 1 have the honour 
to report to your Lordship my 
arrival on the 1st instant in the 
Canton river, and of my having 
joined and assumed the military 
command of the expeditionary 
force, on the 2nd, at Whampoa- 
reaoh, where 1 found Commodore 
Sir Gordon Bremer and Her Ma- 
jesty's Plenipotentiary, Captain 
Elliot, with the advanced division 
of the fleet and transports, except 
200 men of the 37th Madras Na- 
tive Infantry, left at North Wang- 
tong, as a protecting force. 

” 2. The Commodore will have 
communicated to your Lordship 
the operations up to that period, 
embracing the capture of the 
Bague forts at either side the 
Bocca Tigris, on the 26th of Fe- 
bruary, the forcing the barrier at 
the first bar on the following day, 
together with the assault and cap- 
hue of a heavy battery which 


General. 

flanked it, and the destruction of 
the ship Cambridge . 

“ 3. Having unfortunately ar- 
rived too late to participate in 
those operations, i cannot refrain 
from expressing my admiration of 
the noble, daring, and judicious 
execution which thus reduced, 
within a few hours, and almost 
without loss, what were considered 
by the Chinese as impregnable, 
and what, in the hands of almost 
any other nation, would have 
been nearly so. It is a great satis- 
faction to me to find Sir Gordon 
Bremer speak most favourably of 
the conduct of Major Pratt, of 
Her Majesty’s 26th, and the troops 
employed on this occasion. 

•‘4. Having communicated with 
the Plenipotentiary and the Com- 
modore, I found it was proposed 
to continue the operations in ad- 
vance the following day (the 3rd), 
by attacking the last defences on 
the Canton river, consisting of a 
square stone-built fort, mounting 
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thirty-two guns, in front of which 
the river was barricaded by a 
double row of strong piles, firmly 
driven in, with an intervening 
space of about thirty feet, which 
the Chinese had filled, by sinking 
junks, and placing masses of bam- 
boos, together with timber of every 
description; 1,700 yards further 
up, the river divides itself into two 
branches, forming a low narrow 
island, which extends to within 
about a mile of Canton; at the 
lower point of this is Napier’s 
fort, a regular half-moon enclosed 
work of stone- masonry, mounting 
thirty-six guns ; at this point the 
river was again strongly barricaded 
connecting Napier's fort with two 
strong newly-constructed field- 
works thrown up on either bank 
of the river, by a planked plat- 
form placed over the barricade ; 
these latter works showed embra- 
sures of from forty to fifty guns 
each. 

*5. On the morning of the 
3rd, having made my arrange- 
ments with the Commodore for a 
conjoint attack on the enemy's 
works, I proceeded with him up 
the river in the Nemesis steamer ; 
but a communication having been 
made that Yu, the Quang-chow- 
Foo, was approaching, bearing a 
flag of truce, the white flag was 
hoisted by Her Majesty's Plenipo- 
tentiary. Captain Belcher of the 
Sulphur , having reported that he 
could perceive no persons in How- 
qua Fort (the before-mentioned 
work flanking the nearest barri- 
cade), 1 proceeded in the Calliope's 
boat with the Commodore and 
Captain Herbert, when we found 
it hod been abandoned. I had it 
immediately occupied by the de- 
tachments of Her Majesty's 26th 
and 49th Regiments under Major 
Pratt: at the same time 1 took 


possession of a joss-house at the u 
opposite side of the river (here m 
about 800 yards wide), where a *i 
five-gun mud field-work had been r 
commenced, in which 1 placed s 
Captain Ellis with his company a 
of the Royal Marines. 

** 6. An armistice until noon of 
the day but one following having 
been agreed upon, I had an oppor- s 
tunity of reconnoitring the Chi- I 
nese defences, accompanied by a 
party of the Royal Marines under s 
Captain Ellis. In performing this i 
duty I had to pass through a ray 2 
large and populous village: the * 
inhabitants appeared to view our ? 
approach towards Canton without 
the remotest ill-feeling, and I haw * 
no doubt would have shown me t 
the road, could I have made myself i 
understood. 

“ 7. A further communication 
having been received from Canton, 4 
an extension of twenty-four hours 
was granted to the armistice, and 
at noon on the 6th, the time hav- 
ing expired, the troops were landed 
on the left bank of the river, con- 
sisting of the detachments of Her 
Majesty's 26th and 49th Regi- 
ments under Major Pratt, and the 
Royal Marines of the fleet under 
Captain Ellis, the light squadron 
and the flotilla getting under weigh 
at the same time. On the first 
vessel passing the barrier, the I 
Chinese fired off their guns in the I 
centre battery and retired; the 
guns in the two flank-works, it j 
appears, had been previously with- ! 
drawn, and these defences were j 
instantly occupied by the seamen 
of the fleet. Thus the last de- 
fences of one of the richest towns 
in China, with a population of 
upwards of 1,000,000 of inhabi- 
tants, were abandoned without a 
shot having been fired on our side, 
and Canton lay at British mercy* 
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tad remains a memento of British Wangtong, and when completed, 
forbearance. or in a forward state, the fleet 

wfc * “8. Her Majesty's Plenipoten- will proceed to the island of Hong- 

.Wr tiaiy having forwarded me the Kong, which it is the intention of 
ffhiefcii accompanying letter (No. 1), the Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary to 
& Ls 3 troops were re-embarked. On occupy. 

nes the receipt of the letter marked “ 10. I shall not fail, when the 
•centi (No. 2), arrangements were made troops are assembled at Hong- 
.■kri for the transports to fall down the Kong, to give my earnest atten- 
river, and rendezvous here. All tion to their location, so as to 
the forts have been destroyed by establish by every means within 
w&i the indefatigable exertions of the my power, their health, and fit 
\\ r j) seamen, the guns rendered unser- them for their ulterior operations : 
r ^0 vioeable, and the barricades have no want of supplies need, I con- 
been mostly removed, leaving open ceive, be apprehended ; nor do I 
. rje the free navigation of the river believe, from all I can learn, that 
,j ^ between Canton and Macao, any exertion on the part of the 

" 9. Major-General Burrell and Chinese authorities can prevent 
* the Staff arrived three days back, their being procured. 

and all the force from Chusan, “ I have the honour to be, &c., 
re ^ with the exception of the Bengal “ H. Gough. 

Volunteers, has reached this river. .« Major-General Commanding the 

^ I am using every exertion for “ Expeditionary Force.” 

1 ^!= the military occupation of North 
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Capture of Canton. 

To the Right Hon. the Earl of Auckland, G.C.B., Governor- 
General, dec. 


Head-quarters, Ship Marian , Camion 
River, proceeding to Hongkong , 
June 3 . 

My Lord,— My letter of the 
18th from Hongkong will have 
made your Lordship aware of the 
temporary abandonment of the 
movement on Amoy, in order to 
resume active operations against 
Canton, consequent upon the con- 
stant arrival and concentration of 
a large force from the several pro- 
vinces, and other demonstrations 
indicative of an interruption to our 
friendly intercourse with the pro- 
vincial government. 


2. From the judicious and un- 
wearied exertions of Sir Le Flem- 
ing Senhouse, the senior naval 
officer, the fleet of men-of-war 
and transports was prepared to sail 
on the 18th, but in consequence of 
light and variable winds the whole 
did not get under weigh until the 
19th. Her Majesty’s ship Blen- 
heim took up her position within 
six miles of Canton, in the Macao 
passage on the 21st ult., but the 
whole of the force was not assem- 
bled until the morning of the 23rd, 
when I proceeded with Sir Le 
Fleming Senhouse to the vicinity 
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of the suburbs of the city, for the 
double object of meeting her Ma- 
jesty’s Plenipotentiary and ascer- 
taining, as far as possible, the ex- 
tent or the enemy *s preparations. 

3. It being the anxious wish 
both of Sir Le Fleming Senhouse 
and myself to commence active 
operations on so auspicious an 
epoch as the anniversary of the 
birth of our Sovereign, every ex- 
ertion was made, and the troops 
were placed t by two p.m. on that 
day in various craft, procured 
during the previous day and night 
by the great exertions of the royal 
navy. 

4. From all the sources from 
which I had been enabled to collect 
information, or rather from the con- 
jectures of persons who have long 
resided in China (for no European 
had been permitted to see the 
country above the factories, and 
the Chinese would give no infor- 
mation), I was induced to decide 
on making my principal point of 
debarcation to the north-west of 
the city, while another column was 
to take possession of the factories, 
drawing the attention of the 
enemy to that quarter, and at the 
same time to co-operate with the 
naval force which was to attack 
the river defences, in order to 
silence new works recently erected 
by the Chinese along the whole 
southern face of the city. A most 
spirited and judicious reconnois- 
sance made by Captain Belcher, of 
her Majesty’s ship Sulphur , the 
previous evening, established the 
practicability of effecting a landing 
at the point I had selected. 

5. Every arrangement having 
been completed by two o'clock, 
and the boats and other craft placed 
in tow of the steamers, the force 
moved to the point of attack as 
follows:— 


Right column, to attack and hold 
the factories, in tow of th tjlaianta, 
consisting of her Majesty's 26th 
regiment, 15 officers, 294 other 
ranks ; an officer and 20 rank and file 
of the Madras artillery, with one 
6-pounder and one 5 j-inch mortar, 
and 30 sappers, with an officer of 
engineers, under Major Pratt, of 
her Majesty's 26th. 

Left column, towed by the Ne- 
mesis, in four brigades, to more 
left in front. 

4th ( Left) Brigade, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Morris, 49th re- 
giment. — Her Majesty's 49th, 
commanded by Major Stephen*, 
28 officers, 273 other ranks ; 37th 
Madras Native Infantry, Captain 
Duff, 11 officers, 219 other rank*; 
one company of Bengal Volunteer*, 
Captain Mee, 1 officer, 114 other 
ranks. 

3rd (Artillery) Brigade, under 
Captain Knowles, Royal Artillery. 
— Royal Artillery, Lieutenant 
Spencer, 2 officers, 33 other ranks ; 
Madras artillery, including gun 
Lascars, Captain Anstruther, 10 
officers, 231 other ranks; sappers 
and miners, Captain Cotton, 4 
officers, 137 other ranks. 

Ordnance — four 12 -pounder 
howitzers, four 9-pounder field 
guns, two 6-pounder held guns, 
three 5|-inch mortars, 152 32- 
pounder rockets. 

2nd Naval Brigade, under Cap- 
tain Bourchier, her Majesty's ship 
Blonde — 1st naval battalion, Cap* 
tain Maitland, her Majesty’s ship 
Wellesley , 11 officers, 172 other 
ranks; 2nd naval battalion, Com- 
mander Barlow, her Majesty's ship 
Nimrod , 16 officers, 231 other 
ranks. 

1st (Right) Brigade (reserve), 
under Major-General Burrell- 
Royal Marines, Captain Ellis, 9 
officers, 372 other ranks; 18th 
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jj s Hnyal Irish, Lieutenant -Colonel 
Adams, 35 officers, 495 other 
ranks, 

v 6. The right column reached its 
1. point of attack before five p.aj., 
r and took possession of the factories, 
r when Major Pratt made the neces- 

I sary arrangements, strengthening 

k his post, holding his men ready for 
offensive or defensive operations, 
j 7, The left column, towed by the 
Nemesis, from the difficulties of 
the passage, with such a fleet of 
craft as she had in tow, did not 
reach the Sulphur until dusk, 
which vessel Captain Belcher had 
^ judiciously anchored close to the 
village of Tsing-hae, the point of 
^ debarcation, about five miles by 
the river line above the factories. 

“ 1 could therefore only land the 

* 49th regiment, with which corps 
' I made a reconnaissance to somo 

distance, meeting a few straggling 
parties of the enemy, After 
' placing the pickets, the corps fell 
^ hack on the village of Tsing-hae 
to protect and cover the landing 
of the guns, which was effected 
during the night by the zealous 
l efforts of the artillery. The fol- 
lowing morning the remainder of 
the column landed, and the whole 
r proceeded soon after daylight. 

8. The heights to the north of 
Canton, crowned by four strong 

* forts and the city walls, which run 
over the southern extremity of 
these heights, including one ele- 

£ vated pint, appeared to be about 
" three miles and a half distant ; the 
intermediate ground undulating 

* much, and intersected by hollows 
■[ under wet paddy cultivation, qna- 

hied me to take up successive poai- 
51 tions, until we approached within 
range of the forts on the heights 

* and the northern face of the city 
walls. I had to wait here some 

; tiroe, placing the men under cover, 


to bring up the rocket battery and 
artillery. 

9. I have already informed your 
Lordship that I was totally unac- 

uainted with the country which 

had to pass over, the amount of 
the enemy’s force, or the difficulties 
that might present themselves at 
every step ; but I had the proud 
consciousness of feeling that your 
Lordship had placed under me a 
bund whom no disparity of numbers 
could dishearten, and no difficulty 
could check. They nobly realised, 
by their steadiness under fire, their 
disciplined advance, and their ani- 
mated rush, my warmest appro- 
bation. 

10. Having at eight o’clock got 
up the rocket battery, with two 
5^-inch mortars, two 12-pounder 
howitzers, and two 9 -pounder 
guns, a well-directed fire was kept 
up on the two western forts, which 
had much annoyed us by a heavy 
fire. I now made the disposition 
for attack eu echellou of columns 
from the left, and directed the 
49th regiment to carry a hill on 
the left of the nearest eastern fort, 
supported by the 37th Madras 
Native Infantry and Bengal Vo- 
lunteers, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morris, of the 49th regiment. 
The 18th Royal Irish, supported 
by the Royal Marines, under 
Major-General Burrell, I directed 
to carry a hill to their front, 
which was strongly occupied, and 
flanked the approach to the fort 
just mentioned. This movement 
was to cut off the communi- 
cation between the two eastern 
forts, and cover the advance of the 
49th in their attack and storm of 
the nearest. Major-General Bur- 
rell had directions to push on and 
take the principal square fort when 
the 49th made their rush. Simul- 
taneous with these attacks, the 
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brigade of seamen was to carry the 
two western forts, covered by a 
concentrated fire from the whole 
of the guns and rockets. 

11 . During the whole of the 
advance my right had been threa- 
tened by a large body of the enemy 
which debouched from the western 
suburbs, and, just as I was about 
to commence the attack a report 
was made that heavy columns were 
advancing on the right 5 I was* 
therefore, compelled to detach the 
Marines under Captain Ellis to 
support the brigade of seamen, 
and to cover my right and rear. 

12 . At about half-past nine 
o’clock the advance was sounded, 
and it has seldom fallen to my lot 
to witness a more soldierlike and 
steady advance or a more animated 
attack. Every individual, native as 
well as European, steadily and gal- 
lantly did his duty. The 18th and 
49 th were emulous which should 
first reach their appointed goals; 
but, under the impulse of this 
feeling, they did not lose sight of 
that discipline which could alone 
insure success. The advance of 
the 37 th Madras Native Infantry 
and Bengal Volunteers, in support, 
was equally praiseworthy. 

13. The result of this combined 
movement was, that the two forts 
were captured with comparatively 
small loss, and that, in little more 
than lialf-an-hour after the order 
to advance was given, the British 
troops looked down on Canton 
within a hundred paces of its 
walls. 

14. The well-directed fire of the 
artillery in the centre was highly 
creditable, and did great execution. 

15. In co-operation with these 
attacks, I witnessed with no ordi- 
nary gratification the noble rush 
of the brigade of seamen, under 
their gallant leader. Captain Bour- 


chier, exposed to a heavy fire from 
the whole of the north-western 
rampart. This right attack was 
equally successful, and here also 
the British standard proudly waved 
on the two western forts, while 
the British tars looked down upon 
the north-western face of the city 
and its suburb. 

16. During the greater part of 
the day a very spirited fire from 
heavy pieces of ordnance, gingals, 
and matchlocks, was kept up on 
the different columns occupying 
the heights and forts. 

1 7. A strongly intrenched camp 
of considerable extent, occupied 
apparently by about 4,000 men, 
lay to the north-east of the city 
upon rising ground, separated by 
a tract of paddy land from the base 
of the heights. Frequent attach 
were made upon my left by bodies 
sent from this encampment, but 
were as frequently repulsed by the 
49th. This, however, exposed the 
men to a heavy fire from the walls 
of the city. 

18. About two o’clock, perceiv- 
ing that Mandarins of consequence 
were joining this force from the 
city, and had occupied a village in 
rear of my left, I directed the 49 th 
to dislodge them. This was in- 
stantly effected in the same spirited 
manner that had marked every 
movement of this gallant corps. 
About three o'clock it was evident 
that some Mandarin of high rank 
had reached the encampment (1 
have since understood that it was 
Yang, the Tartar General,) and 
that preparations were making for 
a fresh attack. I ordered down 
the 1 8th, therefore, with one com- 
pany of the Royal Marines to 
reinforce the 49th, and directed 
Major-General Burrell to ss urn 
the command, to repel the projected 
attack, and instantly to follow up 
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the enemy across a narrow cause- 
F way, the only approach, and take 
L and destroy the encampment. This 
duty was well and gallantly per- 
formed, but I regret to say with 
rather severe loss* from the dif- 
ficulty of approach, exposed to a 
heavy fire from the guns and gin- 
gals on the north-east face of the 
: city wall. The enemy were driven 
stall points, and fied across the 
' country ; the encampment was 
burnt, the magazines* of which 
there were several, blown up, and 
the permanent buildings of consi- 
derable extent set on nre. I had 
as much pleasure in witnessing, as 
I have in recording, my approval 
of the spirited conduct of Captain 
Grattan, who commanded the two 
leading companies of the 18th 
across the causeway. These com- 
panies were closely followed by the 
49th, the remainder of the 18th, 
and company of Royal Marines, 
who passed along a bank of the 
paddy fields to their left. The 
enemy not appearing inclined to 
move out of the town to support 
this point, I directed the force to 
return to the heights. 

19. Having reconnoitred the 
walls and gates, I decided on 
taking the city by assault, or rather 
upon taking a strong fortified 
beightof considerable extent within 
the city wall before the panic 
ceased, but the hill in our rear 
being peculiarly rugged, and its 
base difficult of approach on account 
of the narrowness of the path, 
between wet paddy fields, I had 
only been enabled to £et up a very 
few of the lightest pieces of ord- 
nance and a small portion of am- 
munition. I therefore deemed it 
right to await the arrival of this 
necessary arm to make the assault. 

20. The following morning, the 
26th at ten o’clock, a flag of truce 

Vol. LXXXIIL 


was hoisted on the walls, when I 
deputed Mr. Thom (whom Captain 
Elliot had sent to me as inter- 
preter) to ascertain the cause. A 
Mandarin stated that they wished 
for peace. I had it explained that, 
as General commanding the Bri- 
tish, I would treat with none but 
the General commanding the Chi- 
nese troops, that we came before 
Canton much against the wishes 
of the British nation, but that 
repeated insults and breaches of 
faith had compelled us to make the 
present movement, and that I 
would cease from hostilities for 
two hours to enable their General 
to meet me and Sir Le Fleming 
Senhouse, who kindly accompanied 
me throughout the whole opera- 
tion, and to whose judicious ar- 
rangements and unceasing exer- 
tions for the furtherance of the 
united services (and I am proud to 
say they are united in hand and 
heart) 1 cannot too strongly ex- 
press my sense of obligation. I 
further explained that Captain 
Elliot, her Majesty’s Plenipoten- 
tiary, was with the advanced 
squadron to the south of the city, 
and that if I did not receive a com- 
munication from him, or had not 
a satisfactory interview with the 
General, I should at the termina- 
tion of the two hours order the 
white flag to be struck. 

21. As the General did not 
make his appearance, although 
numerous messages were received 
between this time (about noon) 
and four p.m., I hauled down the 
white flag. The enemy, however, 
did not, which was rather conve- 
nient, as it enabled me to get up 
my guns and ammunition without 
exposing my men to fire. 

22. Curing the night of the 
26th everything was prepared on 
our side, with the exception of one 
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12 -pounder howitzer, the carriage 
of which had been disabled. The 
guns, by the indefatigable exertions 
of the officers and men of the Royal 
Artillery and Madras Artillery and 
Sappers, were placed in position. 
All was ready, and the necessary 
orders were given for opening the 
batteries at seven o'clock on the 
morning of the 27th, and for the 
assault at eight, in four columns. 

23. The right column, composed 
of the Royal Marines under Cap- 
tain Ellis, had directions to pass 
through a deserted village to the 
right of the north gate, to blow 
the gate open with povvder bags if 
possible, and if not, to escalade a 
circular work thrown up as a 
second defence to that gate. 

24. The second column on the 
right consisting of the brigade of 
seamen, under Captain Bourchier, 
was directed to make the assault 
by escalade on the opposite side of 
the circular defence, where the 
wall appeared comparatively low, 
covered by a heavy fire of musketry 
from the hill within pistol-shot of 
the wall. This column would 
have been exposed only to the fire 
of a few flanking guns, which I 
calculated would have been kept 
under by the fire of the covering 
party. 

25. The 18th Royal Irish, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, were 
ordered to advance from the rear 
of a hill close to the five-storied 
pagoda, and to escalade the walls 
behind this pagoda (which was 
not flanked, except by one gun,) 
although they were very high, from 
twenty-eight to thirty feet ; but I 
hoped by the concentrated fire of 
the guns to have reduced an ex- 
ceedingly high and apparently 
slight parapet. The escalade of 
this corps was to be covered by the 
Bengal Volunteers and a company 


of the 37th Madras Native In* eta, 
fantry. mtatiii 

26. The left assault was to he ifaoft 
made by the 49th, under Lieute* itatm 
nan t- Colonel Morris. This corps udh 
was directed to escalade by a bet 

tion directly in front of, and fliPkaip 
commanded by, the principal fort 
in our possession, called by the i » 
Chinese Yung-Kaag-Tai, the fire ismto 
of musketry from which would b4«c mi 
have prevented the enemy from wd, ^ 

making use of their guns. To m ven 

strengthen this attack, two com* r { 

panies of the 37th Madras Natite tkm 
Infantry were to occupy the il^f 

heights and keep up a rapid fin 
upon the wall. 

27. The ground was peculiarly 
favourable for these several attacks, 
and for the effective fire of the 
covering parties, without a chance 
of injuring the assailant* The 
heights which we occupied an 

from ninety to two hundred and ^ 
fifty paces from the city wall, with 
a precipitous glen intervening. On 
making a lodgment on the walls, i,^ j 
each column was to communicate %'. s ^ 
with and support that on its inner 5 ^ 
flank, and, when united, to make ^ j 
a rush for the fortified hill within u ^ 
the walls, on which the artillery ^ j 
was directed to play from the mu' 1 ^ 
ment the advance was sounded. I ^ 
directed Captain Knowles to ascer* 
tain as far as practicable, by the 
fire of heavy rockets and shells, 
whether it was mined, which alooe 
I apprehended, the Chinese usually 0 
forming their mines so ss to make ^ ^ 
them Sable to explosion by such ^ 
means. '*4 

28. The flags of truce 

peared upon the walls at daylight * ^ 
on the 27th, and at a quartcr-psst 
six o’clock I was on the point 0 " ^ 

sending the interpreter toexpls» n 
that I could not respect such * ^ 

display, after my flag bad bn* 
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token down, and should at once 
resume hostilities. A t this moment 
an officer of the Royal Navy, who 
had been travelling all night, hav- 
ing missed his way, handed me the 
accompanying letter from her Ma- 
jesty's Plenipotentiary. Whatever 
might be my sentiments, my duty 
was to acquiesce ; the attack, 
which was to have commenced in 
forty-five minutes, was counter- 
manded, and the feelings of the 
Chinese were spared. Of the 
policy of the measure I do not 
consider myself a competent j udge ; 
but I say “ feelings," as I would 
have been responsible that Canton 
should be equally spared, with the 
exception of its defences, and that 
not a soldier should have entered 
the town further than the fortified 
heights within its walls, 

99, At ten o’clock, Yang, the 
Tatar General, requested a confer- 
ence, when Sir Le Fleming Sen- 
house accompanied me, and a long 
and uninteresting parley ensued, 
in which I explained, that her 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary having 
resumed negotiations with the local 
authorities, I should await a fur- 
ther communication from him. 
At twelve. Captain Elliot arrived 
in camp, and all further active 
operations ceased. 

80. The following day at twelve, 
in a conference with the Kwang- 
chow-Foo, under the walls, every 
arrangement was made for the 
evacuation of the city by as large 
a portion of the Tatar troops as 
could he got ready, and I permitted 
a Mandarin of rank to pass through 
ray lines to procure quarters for 
them* I was now given to under- 
stand that the force amounted to 
45,000 men from other provinces, 
exclusive of the troops belonging 
to the Quangtung province. A t the 
request of Captain Elliot I ac- 


quiesced in the former passing out 
of the north-east gate to the left of 
my position, and permitted them 
to carry away their arms and bag- 
gage, on condition that no banner 
should be displayed or music 
sounded. 

31. About twelve the following 
day I perceived numbers of men, 
apparently irregulars, and armed 
for the most part with long spears, 
shields and swords, collecting upon 
the heights, three or four miles in 
my rear. As they continued ra- 
pidly to increase detaching bodies 
to their front, I directed General 
Burrell to take charge of our posi- 
tion, and hold every man ready, 
in case a sortie or other act of 
treachery, under cover of a flag of 
truce, should be intended ; and I 
advanced with a wing of the 25th 
(which corps I had withdrawn two 
days previously from the factories) 
companies of the 49th, the 37th 
Madras Native Infantry, and the 
company of Bengal Volunteers, 
supported by the Royal Marines. 
The two latter corps I kept in re- 
serve, ready to return and act on the 
flank, should an attack be made on 
our position from the town. When 
I descended the heights, about 
4,000 men appeared in ray front. 
I directed the wing of the 26th 
under Major Pratt, supported by 
the 37th Madras Native Infantry, 
to advance and drive them from 
rather a strong position they had 
taken up behind an embankment 
along the bed of a stream. This 
duty the 26th and 37th performed 
most creditably ; and, as the Chi- 
nese made a rally at what appeared 
to be a military post in my front, 

I directed that it should he de- 
stroyed, which was instantly ef- 
fected by the 26th, and a magazine, 
unexpectedly found in the village 
was blown up. These duties 
2 K 2 
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having been performed without 
the loss of a man, the Chinese 
throwing away their spears and 
flying the moment a fire was 
opened upon them, I directed the 
49th, Royal Marines, and Bengal 
Volunteers to fall back on our 
position, and remain with the wing 
of the 26th aud 37th Madras 
Native Infantry (about 280 men) 
to watch the movements of the 
Chinese who had retreated to a 
range of heights in my front, hav- 
ing no banners, and apparently but 
few matchlocks amongst them. 
Within two hours, however, from 
7,000 to 8,000 men bad collected 
and displayed numerous banners. 
When I first moved, I had ordered 
Captain Knowles, of the Royal 
Artillery, to bring out a few 
rockets, but our advance was so 
rapid that he did not get them up 
until after the repulse of the first 
body. 

32. At this moment the heat of 
the sun was hardly supportable, 
and both officers and men were 
greatly exhausted. I must here 
state, and with sincere sorrow, 
that Major Becher, Deputy-Quar- 
termaster-General, a most esti- 
mable and willing officer, whose 
services throughout the previous 
operations were as creditable to 
him as they were satisfactory to 
me, fell by my side from over ex- 
ertion, and expired within a few mi- 
nutes. My Aide-de-camp, Captain 
Gough, was also alarmingly unwell 
from the same cause, and I ordered 
him back to camp when the enemy 
were repulsed, but, hearing that 
the Chinese were again assembling, 
he returned, and, meeting the 
Bengal Volunteers, very judici- 
ously brought them back. 

33. The Chinese having ad- 
vanced in great force, some rockets 
were fired at them, but, although 
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thrown with great precision, ftp* 
peared to have little effect, and, as 
the approach of a thunder storm 
was evident, I became anxious, 
before it broke, to disperse this 
assemblage, whose approach be- 
spoke more determination than I 
had previously witnessed. I or- 
dered Major Pratt to attack a large 
body who were advancing through 
the paddy fields on his left, and to 
clear the hills to his front. Cap- 
tain Duf£ with the 37th Madras 
Native Infantry, supported by the 
Bengal Volunteers, under Captain 
Mee, I ordered to advance direct 
to his front, and dislodge a body 
which had re- occupied the post 
that we had previously burnt, and 
then push forward and clear the 
hills to his front. I witnessed 
with much satisfaction the spirited 
manner in which these officers 
executed my orders, and the enemy 
were driven in at all points. The 
right of the 37th being threatened 
by a military post at the foot of 
the hills to our right, the Bengal 
Volunteers dispersed the occupants. 
This, however, separated them 
from the 37th Madras Native In* 
fantry, and perceiving that this 
latter corps was advancing further 
than I intended, I requested Cap- 
lain Ommanney, of the 3rd Madras 
Light Cavalry, who, with Lieute- 
nant Mackenzie of her Majesty’s 
90th regiment, accompanied me as 
amateurs, and both were most zea- 
lous and useful in conveying my 
orders, to direct the Bengal Volun- 
teers to move up to its support. 
Captain Duff, meanwhile, to open 
his communication with the 26th 
on his left, had detached a company 
under Lieutenant Hadfield for that 
purpose. 

34. The thunder-storm was now 

most awful, and finding that as 
our men advanced the Chinese re- 
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tired, I considered that it would 
be injudicious to follow them fur- 
ther, and directed the whole to fall 
back. The rain continued to fall 
in torrents, and most of the fire- 
locks had got wet ; at one time 
the 26th had been unable to fire 
a single musket ; this emboldened 
the Chinese, who, in many in- 
stances, attacked our men hand to 
hand, and the 26th had frequently 
to charge bodies that advanced 
close to them. 

35. As the Chinese, even in this 
mode of warfare, could make no 
impression, they retreated, and the 
26th and 37th Madras Native In- 
fantry and Bengal Volunteers fell 
back. Understanding from Cap- 
tain Duff that his detached com- 
pany was with the 26th, I directed 
the whole, after a short halt, to 
return to our position, and was ex- 
ceedingly annoyed, on the force 
concentrating, to find that the de- 
tached company under Lieutenant 
Hadfield had never joined the 26 th. 
I immediately ordered two compa- 
nies of Marines with the percussion 
locks to return with Captain Duff 
to the scene of this days contest. 
It gives me no ordinary gratifica- 
tion to say that a little after dusk 
they found Lieutenant Hadfield 
with his gallant company in square 
surrounded by some thousand Chi- 
nese, who, as the 37th's firelocks 
would not go off, had approached 
close to them. The Sepoys, I am 
proud to say, in this critical situa- 
tion, nobly upheld the high cha- 
racter of the native army, by 
unshrinking discipline and cheerful 
obedience, and I feel that the ex- 
pression of my best thanks is due 
to Lieutenants Hadfield and Deve- 
ieux, and Ensign Berkeley, who 
Jealously supported him during 
this trying scene. The last named 
officer, I regret to say was severely 


wounded. The Marines with 
Captain Duff fired a couple of 
vollies into this crowd, which in- 
stantly dispersed them with great 
loss. 

36. At daylight the next morn- 
ing I felt myself called upon to 
send into the city and inform the 
Kwang-chow-Foo, that if, under 
existing circumstances, a similar 
insult was offered, or any demon- 
stration made, indicative of hostile 
interruption to the negotiations 
pending under a flag of truce for 
the evacuation of the city by the 
Chinese troops, and a ransom for 
its deliverance, I would at once 
haul down the white flag and re- 
sume hostilities. At twelve Cap- 
tain Elliot joined me, and a com- 
munication was received that the 
Kwang-chow-Foo would meet us 
under the walls. Previous to his 
arrival, vast numbers of Chinese 
appeared on the hills, from which 
we had driven them the night 
before, and which, during the early 
part of the morning, had been 
clear. Guns and gingals were 
fired in all directions, various ban- 
ners displayed, and large parties 
thrown out in advance. About 
7,500 Tatar troops had marched 
out of the city that morning, and 
were still moving, with their arms, 
but, as stipulated, without music 
or banners. I felt some doubt 
whether treachery was not contem- 
plated, and I therefore made such 
a disposition of our troops as to 
insure its defeat. By two o’clock 
from 12,000 to 15,000 men, evi- 
dently the same description of 
force that we had met the preced- 
ing day, had assembled on the same 
heights. 

37. The Kwang-chow-Foo now 
arrived, and it became evident, as 
he was perfectly in my power, 
that no combination existed be- 
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tween the troops in the town or 
those inarching out and the assem- 
blage in my rear ; I therefore or- 
dered the wing of the 26th (the 
other wing had been left at Tsing- 
hae) to keep up the communication 
with the rear, and a wing of the 
49th with the 37th Madras Native 
Infantry and the Royal Marines to 
be prepared to disperse the as- 
sailants. On joining the Kwang- 
chow-Foo, and explaining my de- 
termination to put my threat in 
force if the enemy advanced, he as- 
sured me that this hostile movement 
was without the knowledge and 
against the wishes of the Chinese 
authorities; that there were no 
Mandarins with this militia in our 
rear ; that it had assembled to pro- 
tect the villages in the plain, and 
that he would instantly send off a 
Mandarin of rank (his own as- 
sistant) with orders for its im- 
mediate dispersion, if I would 
depute at> officer to accompany 
him. 

38. Captain Moore, of the 34th 
Bengal Native Infantry, Deputy 
Judge - Advocate - General volun- 
teered this hazardous duty. That 
officer had accompanied me as one 
of my personal staff throughout all 
the operations, and he and Major 
Wilson, Paymaster to the expe- 
dition, who kindly volunteered to 
act in the same capacity, had by 
their zealous service been most 
useful to me in a country where 
all my orders were to be conveyed 
by officers on foot through an in- 
tricate line of communication. 
Captain Moore was quite success- 
ful, as the whole body instantly 
retreated and entirely dispersed, 
as soon as he and the Mandarin 
had made known to the leaders the 
object of their coming. 

39. Finding that 5,000,000 
dollars hod been paid, and that her 


Majesty’s Plenipotentiary was per- m 

fectly satisfied with the security •w 

for payment of the remaining '• 1 
1,000,000 for the ransom of Can- 
ton ; that upwards of 14,500 Tatar 
troops had marched out of the •• 
town under the terms of the treaty 
without colours or banners flying, 4,1 
or music beating ; that 8,000 had ^ 
gone by water, and that the re- 
mainder were prepared to follow & l 
when carriage was provided, I 
acceded to the wish of her Ma- ay 
jesty’s Plenipotentiary to embark R 

the troops, the Chinese furnishing cat 

me with 800 Coolies to couvey my * 
guns and ammunition. These 2 4 

Coolies being furnished soon after m 
daylight on the 1st inst, I sent all 
the guns and stores to the rear, *s v ia 
covered by the 26th, Royal Ma- 
rines, 37th Madras Nativefnfantiy, k4 

and Bengal Volunteers, and at y. 

twelve o’clock the British flag was yy 

lowered in the four forts, and the ^ 

troops and brigade of seamen mu 

marched out and returned to yy 

Tsing-hae. * 

40. By the excellent arrange- 4,^ 
ments and under the active super- feta- 
intendence of Captain Bourchier, 

of her Majesty’s ship Blonde , and 
Captain Maitland, of her Majesty’s .1, 
ship Wellesley , the whole were 
re-embarked by three o’clock, with- ^ 

out leaving a man of the army or v* 

navy or a camp follower behind, < c | 

and, under tow of the ’Nem&i Jt* 

reached their respective transports % 

that night. ; ;Hi 

41. 1 have now, my Lord, de- | ^ 
tailed, I fear at too great length, 

the occurrences of eight days before -*■ 

Canton. 1 might have been very 'j | 
brief, perfect success attending ' ^ 
every operation, but by a reere <.j 
statement of leading facts I should \ 
not have done justice to the disa- % 
pline of the small but gallant bind ^ 
whom it was my good fortune to ^ 
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command, and whose devotedness 
was worthy of a better foe. 

42. I have not touched upon the 
brilliant conduct of the Royal navy 
in their attacks and various opera- 
tions to the south of the city, as 
these will be detailed by their own 
chief, to whom, as 1 have said, I 
cannot too strongly express my 
obligations. 

43. In a body, where all have 
done their duty nobly and zea- 
lously, it would be invidious to 
particularize : I will, however, 
entreat your Lordship's favour- 
able notice of commanding offi- 
cers of brigades and corps, from 
whom I have received the most 
able assistance, and to whom my 
best thanks are due ; — to Major- 
General Burrell, commanding the 
right brigade, who was zealously 
supported by Lieutenant- Colonel 
Adams, commanding the 1 8th 
Royal Irish, and Captain Ellis, 
commanding the marine battalion ; 
to Captain Bourcliier, of her Ma- 
jesty's ship Blonde , commanding 
the brigade of seamen, supported 
most ably by Captain Maitland, of 
her Majesty’s ship Wellesley , and 
Captain Barlow, of her Majesty's 
ship Nimrod ; to Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Morris, commanding the left 
brigade, whose good fortune it was 
first to cany the heights and place 
the colours of the 49th in the first 
fort taken, gallantly seconded by 
Mayor Stephens, who commanded 
the 49th in the first operation, and 
Major Blylh, who commanded that 
corps during the latter part of the 
day ; to Captain Duff, command- 
ing the 37th Madras Native In- 
fantry; and Captain Mee, com- 
manding the Bengal Volunteers ; 
to Major Pratt, commanding her 
Majesty's 26th regiment. This 
corps, though not at first much 
engaged from the nature of its 
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position at the factories, proved 
on the 30th, by its spirited and 
steady conduct, which nothing 
could exceed, how valuable its ser- 
vices would have been throughout. 

To Captain Knowles, of the 
Royal Artillery, senior officer of 
that arm, my best thanks are due 
for his valuable services. Lieu- 
tenant the Hon. R. C. Spenser, 
with the detachment of Royal 
Artillery, well supported the high 
character of that distinguished 
corps. The zeal of Captain 
Anstruther, commanding the Ma- 
dras Artillery, was indefatigable, 
as were the efforts of every indi- 
vidual of that valuablebody in bring- 
ing up the guns and ammunition. 

To Captain Cotton, Field En- 
gineer, I feci under the greatest 
obligations, and I experienced the 
most ready support from every 
officer under him. Of one of 
them, Lieutenant Rundall, I regret 
to say, that I shall probably lose 
the services for some time, in con- 
sequence of a severe wound. The 
useful labours of the Sappers called 
for my best thanks; they were 
cheerfully prepared to place lad- 
ders for the escalade. 

I feel greatly obliged to all the 
General Staff — all accompanied 
me on shore, and to their inde- 
fatigable attention in conveying 
orders on foot, at times to con- 
siderable distances, I was indebted. 
To Lieutenant-Colonel Mountain, 
Deputy- Adj utant- General, my best 
thanks arc due for his unwearied 
exertions and valuable services, not 
only upou the present, but upon 
every occasion. The exertions of 
Major Hawkins, Deputy-Commis- 
sary-General, were unceasing; and 
by his judicious arrangement (and 
those of his assistants) the troops 
were amply supplied. The excel- 
lent arrangements made by Dr. 
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Grant, the officiating Superintend- 
ing Surgeon, and Medical Staff of 
Corps, call also for my acknow- 
ledgment. I beg to bring to your 
Lordship’s particular notice my 
Aide-de-camp, Captain Gough, of 
the 3rd Light Dragoons, from 
whom I have upon this, as upon 
every occasion, received the most 
active and unremitting assistance. 

44. Having now conveyed my 
approval of the conduct of the 
commanding officers of brigades 
and corps, and the heads of de- 
partments, permit me to draw 
your Lordship’s special attention 
to the praiseworthy conduct of 
the sailors and soldiers under my 
command, which in my mind 
does them the highest credit. 
During the eight days this force 
was on shore, and many of the 
corps were unavoidably placed in 
situations where sham-shu was 
abundant, but two instances of 
drunkenness occurred ; and I deem 
it but justice here to mention a 
strong fact. The soldiers of the 
49th, finding a quantity of sham- 
shu in the village they had so 
gallantly taken, without order or 
previous knowledge of their offi- 
cers, brought the jars containing 
this pernicious liquor, and broke 
them in front of their corps, with- 
out the occurrence of a single case 
of intoxication. 

45. This despatch will be pre- 
sented by Captain Grattan, whose 
conduct I have already mentioned 
to your Lordship, and whom I 
have selected for this duty alone 
on account of his conduct. He is 
a most intelligent officer, and will 
be able to give your Lordship any 
further information. 

I have the honour to be, &c* 

H. Gough, 

Mctfor- General, 

Commanding Expeditionary Force . 


P. S. It is with deep regret that 
I have to mention the loss of Lien- 
tenant Fox, of Her Majesty s ship 
Nimrod, a most premising young 
officer, attached to Captain Bar. 
low's battalion of seamen, who fell 
at the storm of the western forts; 
Mr. Walter Kendall, mate of the 
same ship, a very deserving officer, 
lost his leg, I am sorry to add, 
at the same time; 

I have the honour to forward a 
return of the killed and wounded, 
and a list of ordnance captured. 
Of the killed and wounded on 
the enemy’s side it is difficult to 
form a correct estimate ; but the 
K wang - chow-Foo acknowledged 
to me that of the Tatar troops 
500 had been killed, and 1,500 
wounded, on the 25th of May ; 
and I conceive that the killed and 
wounded on the Chinese side upon 
the 30th, and in the different 
attacks made upon my flanks and 
line of communication, must have 
been double that number. 
Return o f Killed and Wounded w 
Her Majesty’s Forces at tk 
Attach on Canton, from tk 
23 rd to the 30 th of May , 1841. 

Killed. Wounded. 

May 25. 9 ... 68 

May 30. 5 ... 23 

Total ... 14 91 

Return of the Ordnance mounted 
in the Fort on the Heights 
above Canton . 

Names of tbe Guns of all 

Forts. Calibre. 

Yung-Kang-Tai . .13 
She-Ting-Paon . • ^ 

Paon-Keih-Tai . . H 
Kong-Keih-Tai . . 19 

Grand Total . . 4 $ 
Remarks. — In each foxt a num- 
ber of gingals and a conadetf 1 
quantity of powder found. 
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Extracts from a Despatch from Captain Sir H. Lb Fleming 
Sbnhouse, K.C.H., &c., to Commodore Sir J. J. Gordon 
Bremer, C.B. and K.C.H., Commander-In-Chief, &c., dated, 
Heights above Canton, May 29th, 1841, continued on 
board Her Majesty's Ship Blenheim, French River, June 
2, 1841. 


1 closed my former letter with 
the details of our proceedings up 
to the moment the expedition was 
about to leave Hongkong for Can- 
ton. I have now the gratification 
to enter upon the details of a 
succession of operations, highly 
honourable, I trust, to her Ma- 
jesty's arms, and by which the 
large and populous city of Canton 
has been laid in complete submis- 
sion at the feet of the Queen's 
forces. 

No overt act of hostility had 
taken place up to the 21st of May, 
except remounting the guns in the 
Shamien battery, but the Chinese 
appear to have been perfectly ready 
for attack. All remained quiet in 
the river until about eleven o'clock 
p.m., when an attempt was made 
with fire rafts to bum the ad- 
vanced vessels. This attack not 
only totally failed, but was fol- 
lowed up by a gallant attack on 
the Shamien battery, and the 
silencing of it by the vessels of 
the squadron, under the immedi- 
ate superintendence of Captain 
Herbert of the Calliope , and the 
destruction of a large flotilla of 
fire-vessels, which the Chinese had 
been preparing, and had brought 
out of the branch of the river 
which leads north of the town. 
About the same time, though later 
in the night, the Alligator was 
attacked off Howqua's fort ; and 
to show how necessary it was to 
have been always on our guard, 
the fire-junks came up with the 
flood*tide in a direction with the 


merchant - vessels at Whampoa, 
where all seemed to sleep in se- 
curity. 

No. 1. Captain Kuper's account 
of his prompt and decisive conduct 
in repelling the attack I have also 
the honour to forward. 

Opinions were uncertain as to 
the feasibility of entering the 
northward branch of the river, 
and at floating at low water. To 
determine this I availed myself 
once more of the zeal and great 
ability of Commander Belcher, 
who most handsomely volunteered 
to explore it with his own boats, 
assisted with three others from the 
Py lades, and Modeste , and Alge- 
rine, all placed under the com* 
raand of that gallant and judicious 
officer Lieutenant Goldsmith of the 
Druid , who was attached to the 
Blenheim, in that ship's launch, 
and who had orders to protect 
Commander Belcher in his sur- 
veying operations. 

The Major-General and myself 
went to Canton to make a recon- 
naissance and a personal inspection 
on the same day, the 23rd. In 
our progress we observed a firing 
and explosions in the direction of 
Captain Belcher’s party; and Com- 
mander Belcher's letter, a copy of 
which I enclose (No. 2), gives the 
detail of a gallant and spirited 
affair which took place in the 
creek. At eleven o'clock, Com* 
mander Belcher returned with the 
gratifying intelligence that he had 
discovered an excellent landing- 
place on a pier, with water enough 
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for the Sulphur close to it at 
low water. The ground directly 
around it rose in low hills, and a 
line of hills appeared to continue 
to the height near the city, although 
there might be swampy ground in 
the small valleys dividing them. 

Our united force consisted of 
the following ships and ves- 
sels:— 

Forming the Macao Port Di- 
vision : — Blenheim , Blonde , Sul- 
phur, Hyacinth , Nimrod , Modeste, 
Py lades. Cruiser , Columbine , Al- 
gerine, Starling , Aialanta, steamer, 
Nemesis , steamer. 

Forming the Whampoa Division: 
— Calliope , Conway, Herald, Al- 
ligator ■. 

At Quangtong, in the Bocca 
Tigris.: — Wellesley , sent up her 
marines and 100 seamen. 

The above ships and vessels com- 
prised in their crews, officers, sea- 
men and marines, inclusive, about 
3,200 men, out of which about 
1,000 officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines, were landed to serve with 
the army. The military force un- 
der that gallant distinguished, and 
experienced officer, Major-Gene- 
ral Sir Hugh Gough, comprised 
her Majesty's 49th regiment, 311 
in number; 37th Madras Native 
Infantry, 240 ; Bengal Volun- 
teers, 79 ; the Royal Artillery, 38 ; 
Madras Artillery, 232; Sappers 
and Miners, 171 ; her Majesty’s 
18th Royal Irish, 535 ; and her 
Majesty's 26th Caraeronians, 317 ; 
making about 2,223. 

Captain Herbert was stationed 
at Whampoa with the Calliope , 
Conway, Herald , and Alligator, 
and was directed on the 24th to 
take the command of the force 
afforded by the four vessels under 
his orders, and, pushing up with 
the flood- tide with such vessels as 
could proceed, or with the boats 


of the ships, endeavour to take kg 
possession of and secure the arsenal a* 

1 informed him that the ships near * 
the Factory would drop down and ins 
secure the Dutch fort, and to keep m 
up an enfilading fire on the face of s k 

the works thrown up in front of 
the city, where I understood many is* 
guns were mounted. 1 left it to a\ 
his own judgment to act according sk 
to circumstances, in endeavouring y 

to drive the enemy from the m 
French fort, and to endeavour to & 
open the communications with the a; 
ships of war to the westward, and & 
with the commanding officer of 
the left column stationed at the ^ 

factories. 1 beg to enclose a letter i 

(No. 3) I have received from Cap- & 

tain Herbert, detailing the pen « 

he took in the affair that followed, ® 

where the usual gallantry and | 

zeal were displayed by her Ms- a 

jesty'a seamen and Royal Marines. % 

Commander Warren, with his gig's > 

crew, placing his colours first on | 

the walls of the French fort ; Com- | 

mander Warren was also ordered, | 

with the ships under his command, a 

to take up his anchorage in line [j 

along the town from the Western % 

fort as far as the factory, and to * 

cannonade the exterior to prevent f 

the enemy from firing on the right \ 

column as it passed. After the i 

enemy's fire had been silenced, he g 

was to leave the Nimrod and j. 

another vessel to keep the enemy § 

in check at that quarter, and to $ 

detach the rest of his force to i 

secure the Dutch fort, and to i 

place them with the Atalanta , to j j 
as to enfilade the line of batteries 
in front of the city, but he was 
not to expose his ships to the < 
front fire of the heavy guns, said 
to be placed there, until the enemy 
were shaken in their position. 

The landing of the left column 
was placed under his particular 
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charge, and it was not to land 
until he had made the signal. 

So effectually and vigorously did 
Commander Warren execute these 
instructions* that when the right 
column passed his station* every- 
thing had been completed and all 
was still. The detail of this gal- 
lant affair is annexed in a copy of 
his letter (No. 4L where 1 regret 
to observe the loss of men was 
more than had been ordinary. 

No. 5. A return of the killed 
and wounded is here added, and, 
although it may appear strange to 
see the wounded of the army in a 
naval report, yet the two corps 
had been so entirely mingled to- 
gether, their services so blended, 
and such intimate harmony has 
existed, that it would be difficult 
to make any separation between 
the acts of either or the circum- 
stances that concerned them. The 
two officers who had fallen, Major 
Becher of the Indian army, 
Deputy-Quartermaster-General, a 
very old officer who had served 
ably in the Burmese war, and 
Lieutenant Fox, first of the Nim- 
rod, have united the regret of all 
by their characters ana services. 
The same shot took off the legs of 
Lieutenant Fox and of Mr. Ken- 
dal, his shipmate, the gunnery- 
mate of the Nimrod. The former 
fell a victim to his wound; the 
latter has survived amputation. I 
thought it would gratify Mr. Ken- 
dal to give him an acting commis- 
sion as Lieutenant of the Nimrod 
m Lieutenant Fox's vacancy, on 
the field of battle, until your plea- 
sure is known, though his wound 
will disable him from doing his 
duty perhaps for some time, and 
may oblige him to go home. 


1 have the honour to enclose 
lists of the officers who have been 
personally engaged in the opera- 
tions on shore and afloat in boats, 
but it must be remembered that 
the duties and the fatigues of Com- 
mander Pritchard, of the Blen- 
heim, and of those who remained 
on board their respective ships, 
were increased in the same ratio 
as their numbers were diminished, 
and that the ultimate success is 
the attainment of the whole body, 
each working in his particular 
sphere. The names of many will 
be seen who have already distin- 
guished themselves at Chuenpee, 
Anunghoy, Quangtong, and the 
many affairs in the Canton river, 
and no doubt have already, like 
their brother officers at Acre, been 
so fortunate as to secure their 
country’s notice. Never was there 
a finer set of zealous, able com- 
manders. Commanders Belcher 
and Warren have only continued 
in that path of able and judicious 
service on which they have so long 
travelled — their own services will 
always attract attention. Of the 
Lieutenants, Lieutenant J. Pearce, 
Lieutenant Goldsmith, Lieutenant 
Watson, Sir F. Nicholson, Lieu- 
tenant Morshead, first of their 
respective vessels, may perhaps be 
named without injury to all others, 
who well played their parts; to 
Lieutenant Kellett, of the Star- 
ling, I am much obliged ; and 
Lieutenant Mason, of the Alge- 
rine, has won bis promotion by a 
long series of gallant and brave 
services. I beg to acknowledge 
the zeal and assistance I have had 
from every captain and officer of 
the squadron whom I have had 
the happiness to command. 
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(No. 1.) 

To Captain T. Herbert Commanding the Advanced Squadboh. 

Her Majesty’s Skip Alligator , off first of this ship, and Messrs. Wool- 
Howqua’s Folly , May 22. combe and Baker, mates, in com* 
Sir,— I have the honour to ac- raand of the boats, they were 
quaint you, that last night, shortly towed clear, although they passed 
after twelve o'clock, an attack was within ten yards of the bows: as 
made by the Chinese upon her I had reason to believe' that a con- 
Majesty’s ship Alligator, under my siderable force was assembled in 
command, by fire-rafts. the vicinity, to take advantage of 

They were chained in pairs, and any accident that might occur, I 
brought down in a direct line for fired several shots on both sides to 
the ships on a flood- tide ; owing clear the banks. No damage has 
to the confined position I was in, been sustained, 
and the sunken junks and line of I have the honour to be, &c,, 
stakes astern, I could not ship $ Augustus L. Kuper, 

but by steering the ship, and the Acting Captain . 

activity of Lieutenant Stewart, 

(No. 2.) 

Captain Sir H. Le Fleming Senhousb, Knt., K.C.H., Senior 
Officer, &c. 

Off Canton , May 23 rtf. advance and notice of our deter- 

Sir, — In pursuance of your di- mination by a round from each of 
rections, I proceeded up the creek the boats carrying guns, put them 
on the western side of the Canton to flight, and in a very short 
river, in order to examine the period thirteen fast boats, live 
nature of the country, our force war-junks, and small craft col- 
consisting of the Druid* s launch, lected, amounted to twenty-eight 
Lieutenant Goldsmith (first Lieu- in all, were in flames. Fire-rafts 
tenant of the ship) Sulphur's pin- were in readiness on the banks of 
nace, and two cutters, Modeste, the creek, but too well secured by 
Py lades, and Algerine's cutters, chains, and therefore beyond our 
Starling's cutter, and my gig, the ability to destroy during our short 
two first-named boats carrying stay. 

guns. The whole force behaved with 

On approaching Noishang, where their usual gallantry, and the 
the boats of the squadron were commander of the division under 
yesterday engaged, I observed the my direction (Lieutenant Gold- 
•* fast boator of the enemy col- smith) afforded me that steady 
lected in great numbers $ part re- determined support, which so par- 
treated by a creek to the left, but ticularly distinguishes him, and 
shortly after returned and mani* which caused me to ask you fot 
fested a disposition to impede our his co-operation, 
progress, by firing guns and draw- The enemy being posted in force 
mg up across the creek. Our on a hill above us, prevented me, 
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in obedience to your orders, from 
exposing my small party by an 
attempt to dislodge them. But I 
fully succeeded in effecting my 
reconnoitre by being hoisted to 
the mast-head of the largest junk, 
whence I was able to survey the 
whole surrounding country. 

From that examination I am 
luppy to acquaint you that land- 
ing on solid ground is perfectly 
practicable; that the advance to 
the batteries situated on the hills 
north of Canton is apparently easy, 
and I have every reason to believe 
that our artillery will not meet 
with any extraordinary difficulty. 

On my return I landed at the 
Mandarin temple at Tsing-poo, 
where 1 found sand-bags and five 


small guns, which were spiked 
and thrown into the sea. This 
temple, with other large commo- 
dious buildings, will afford ample 
quarters for the troops which may 
first be landed. 

No casualties whatever occurred. 
I brought out with me one large 
fast boat of sixty oars, the boat 
from which the Mandarin escaped; 
and in pursuance of your separate 
orders collected vessels for the con- 
veyance of 2,000 soldiers. 

I have the honour to enclose a 
list of boats and officers engaged, 
and am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
E. Belcher, 

Commander* 


(No. 3.) 

To Captain Sir H. Le Fleming Senhouse, Knt. K.C.H., &c., 
Canton River. 


Her Mqjesty s Sloop Modeste , off 
Canton , May 26/A, 1841. 

Sir, — I received your orders of 
the 24th instant a little before 
noon on that day, and immediately 
proceeded with the boats and ma- 
rines of the Calliope and Conway 
to the Alligator , off Howqua’s 
fort, making the signal to the 
Herald to close and send her 
boats. 

I ordered Captain Kuper to move 
the Alligator up to the right bank 
of the river, past Napier’s fort, 
where he anchored her in her own 
draught, and the boats were pushed 
up as far as possible without ex- 
posing them to the enemy’s fire. 
A little before sunset I observed 
the Algerine moving down past 
the Dutch fort, and she shortly 
anchored and engaged a battery 
on the Canton side, which she 
silenced. Anxious to co-operate 


with her, I went ahead with Cap- 
tain Bethune to reconnoitre, but 
was stopped by a shot through 
my boat from the French fort. 

I remained under cover of the 
point until dark, when I sent 
Captain Bethune with a division 
of boats to support her, and a 
concerted signal having been made, 
I joined her with the whole force 
at two A.M. 

The arsenal being secured, I 
reconnoitred the line of defence, 
and perceived that it could not he 
attacked with advantage without 
having heavier guns in position 
than those of the Algerine • I 
therefore lost no time in ordering 
the other sloops down, and at the 
same time put myself in commu- 
nication with Major Pratt, com- 
manding her Majesty's 26th, in 
the factory. 

Finding that the Modeste was 
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the only vessel likely to be got 
across the bar, and there appear- 
ing even some doubt of her ac- 
complishing the passage, 1 fitted 
shell guns in three of the captured 
war-junks. 

Captain Eyres having succeeded 
by great exertion in getting his 
vessel over the bar* 1 this morning 
moved her, the Algerine , and the 
gun-junks on the French fort; 
the enemy deserted the upper de- 
fence, and about nine a.m. opened 
the fire from the fort, which was 
speedily silenced ; I then cleared 
the beach by a few well-directed 
broadsides, and made the signal 
to advance. Captain Bethune im- 
mediately landed on shore with 
the storming party, and the fort 
was carried in the most gallant 
style ; the whole line of defence, 
extending about two miles frqm 
the factory, which, with the ex- 
ception of the French fort, had 
been lately constructed in the 
strongest manner, has been de- 
stroyed, and communication is 
opened with the ships at Napiers 
fort. The guns destroyed are 
sixty-four in number, including 
four 10J inch calibre ; the Dutch 
fort was not armod. 

To that excellent and able offi- 
cer, Captain Bethune, I feel par- 
ticularly indebted, and my best 
thanks are also due to Command- 
ers Warren and Gifford, who as- 
sisted in the attack. This is the 
sixth time I have had occasion to 
mention the gallant conduct of 
Commander Eyres. lieutenant 
Mason, commanding the Algerine , 
acquitted himself entirely to my 
satisfaction, and bath Captain 
Eyres, and himself speak in the 
highest terms of the assistance 


they received from Lieutenant 
Shute, and Mr. Dolling, mate, 
their seconds in command, and all 
the other officers and men. 

Lieutenants Haskell and Hay, 
senior of the Cruiser and Pyladet, 
directed the guns in the junk with 
the greatest ability. Captain Be- 
thune speaks in the highest terms 
of Lieutenants Wataon, Beadon, 
Cory ton, Collinson, Monhead, 
Hayes, Hamilton, and Mr. Brown, 
master, as also Lieutenant Hayes 
of the Bombay marine, and of all 
the other officers and men em- 
ployed more immediately under 
his orders, a list of whom is an- 
nexed. The party of Marines was 
commanded by lieutenant Urqu- 
hart, assisted by Lieutenant Mar- 
riott. Lieutenant Somerville, 
Agent of Transports, aided by 
some boats of the transports, Lieu- 
tenant Gabbqt, of the Madras Ar- 
tillery, threw shells with great 
effect from one of the junks, and 
Major Pratt offered in the hand- 
somest manner to oo-operate in 
the attack, if required. 

I enclose a list of vessels cap- 
tured, afloat, and building. 

I have the honour, &c., 
T. Hehbbrt, 
Captain *f Her Mqjetty's 8Jup 
CQlliape, and, Senior Q finer yrcamt- 

Return of War Junks and Ron> 
Boats , $'C., found in ike Cki« 
nese Naval Arsenal , on the 3 7th 
of May , 1841. 

Twelve war-junks building, 
twenty-four row-boats, and twelve 
war-junks, lying at anchor off the 
arsenal. 

A large quantity of timber, gun- 
carriages, and various stores. 
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(No. 4.) 

To Captain Sir H. L. F. Senhouse, Knt., K.C.H., &c., Senior 
Officer in the China Seas. 


Her Majesty's Sloop Hyacinth , 
Off Canton , May ' 26 th. 

Sir,— I have the honour to ac- 
quaint you, that immediately on 
the receipt of your letter of the 
24th instant, 1 weighed with the 
advanced squadron, and ordered 
her Majesty’s sloop Nimrod to 
attack the Samien fort, on the 
west end of the suburbs, supported 
by her Majesty's sloop under my 
command being placed abreast of 
the English factory, to silence and 
dislodge any troops that might be 
there, and also with a view of 
covering the landing of her Ma- 
jesty’s 26th regiment, her Ma- 
jesty's sloops Modeste, Cruiser and 
Columbine , taking up a position 
to attack the Dutch Folly fort, 
and to enfilade the line of batteries 
lately thrown up in front of the 
city to the eastward of that fort. 
On the ships taking up their 
position, three fire- vessels were 
sent adrift, and, although the tide 
was running very strongly, by 
timely despatch of boats they were 
enabled to dear the ships and tow 
three on shore, and set fire to the 
suburbs. 

In the performance of this ser- 
vice they opened their fire on the 
boats and dripping. In half-an* 
hour the enemy were completely 
silenced to the eastward of the 
Dutch Folly fort. After recon- 
noitring the factory and finding 
it quite deserted, I immediately 
ordered the preconcerted signal for 
her Majesty’s brig Algerine mid 
Alalanta steamer to approach, with 
her Majesty's 26th regiment, when 
they landed and took possession 
°f the factory without the slightest 


casualty. This service being com- 
pleted, I ordered Lieutenant Ma- 
son, commanding her Majesty’s 
brig Algerine, to proceed to attack 
a fort to the eastward, which I 
feel much pleasure in reporting to 
you was done in a particularly 
spirited and gallant style by that 
officer ; but, perceiving the firing 
to be so heavy from the forts, I 
ordered the boats of her Majesty's 
ships to her support. Her Ma- 
jesty’s sloop Hyacinth's, under 
Lieutenant Stewart, and Mr. P. 
Barclay, mate; Modeste' s, Mr. 
Fitzgerald, mate ; Cruiser's, Lieu- 
tenant Haskell, and Mr. T. J. 
Drake, mate; P y lades' , Lieute- 
nant Hay ; and Columbine's Lieu- 
tenant Hamilton and Helpman, 
and Mr. Miller, mate. It is gra- 
tifying to me to inform you, by 
half-past seven the fort of eleven 
guns was silenced and the guns 
spiked, under a heavy fire of gin- 
gals and musketry from houses ; 
at the same time I regret to add, 
it was not done without consider- 
able loss. It would be impossible 
to particularize upon an occasion 
where every officer and man was 
engaged against an enemy defend- 
ing themselves with much vigour 
at all points, but in addition to my 
best thanks and acknowledgments to 
Commanders Barlow, Eyres, Gif- 
ford, Anson, and Clarke, and Lieu, 
tenant Mason, I hope you will 
give me leave to recommend to 
your particular notice my own 
first Lieutenant, W. H. Morshead, 
who was wounded in the hand 
in a personal engagement with a 
Mandarin. Lieutenant Mason of 
the Algerine , speaks in the highest 
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terms of the conduct of Mr. Dol- 
hog, mate, and Mr. Higgs, second 
master of that vessel. I cannot 
conclude without expressing my 
approbation of the steadiness of 
Commander Rogers, of the Indian 


Navy, in conducting the Atalanta 
to her station. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
W. Warren, 
Commander . 


No. 

General Return of Killed and 
\\ ounded in Her Majesty's 
Forces at the attack on Canton , 
from the 23 rd to the 30 th of 
May , 1841. 

Blenheim, hilled 2, wounded 9; 

1 officer, 1 Royal Artillery, 1 act- 
ing corporal, Royal Marines, and 
8 seamen. — Wellesley , w. 6 ; 3 
seamen and 3 Royal Marines. — 
Blonde , k. 1, w. 1 ; 1 seaman and 
1 Royal Marine. — Calliope , w. I ; 

1 seaman . — Hyaci nthe, w. 5 ; 2 
officers and 3 seamen.—- Nimrod, 


5. 

k. 2. w. 4 ; 2 officers and 4 sea- 
men. — Modeste , k. 1, w. 9 ; 2 
officers and 8 seamen. — Colum- 
bine, w. 2 ; 2 seamen. — Algerine, 
w. 4 ; 1 officer, 2 seamen, and 1 
Royal M arine. — Nemesis, w. 1 ; 1 
officer. — Madras Artillery, w. 1. 
— Sappers and Miners, w. 1.— 
18th Royal Irish, k. 2, w. 19.— 
26th Cameronians, k. 3, w. 15.— 
49th Regiment, k. 1, w. 17.— 37th 
Native Infantry, k. 1, w. 13.— 
Bengal Volunteers, w. 1.— Camp 
followers, k. 1, w. 3. — Staff, k. 1. 
—Total, k. 15, w. 112. 
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To his Excellency Major-General Sir Hugh Gougii, K.C.B., 

and Captain Sir H. Le Fleming Senhouse, K.C.H., &c. f- 


Her Majesty* s Ship Hyacinth , 
off Canton , May , 10 p.m. 

Gentlemen,— I have the honour 
to acquaint you that I am in com- 
munication with the officers of the 
Chinese Government, concerning 
the settlement of difficulties in this 
province upon the following con- 
itions: — 

^1. The Imperial Commissioner 
and all the troops, other than 
those of the province, to quit the 
city within six days, and remove 
to a distance exceeding sixty miles. 

2. 6,000,000 dollars to be paid 
in one week, for the use of the 
Crown of England ; 1,000,000 
dollars payable before to-morrow 
at sunset. 

3. British troops to remain in 
their actual positions till the whole 
sum be paid. No additional pre- 


parations on either side; but all ^ 
British troops and ships of war to is -r< 

return without the Bocca Tigris 
as soon as the whole be paid. jadj; 
Quangtong also to be evacuated, i j 
but not to be rearmed by the 
Chinese Government till ail the ^ 

difficulties are adjusted between 
the two Governments. Qsj 

4. The loss occasioned by the ^ 

burning of the Spanish brig Bit* ^ 
baino , and all losses occasioned by j 
the destruction of the factories, to J ^ 
be paid within one week. # 

For the purpose of completing ( t S.r 

this arrangement, I have to request 
that you will be pleased to sus- 
pend hostilities till noon. M 

I have the honour to remain, &&, 4 1 

Charles Elliot, "n 

Her Majesty’s Plenipotentiary* [Nti 

feti 

1 v t 
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To his Excellency Major-General Sir H. Gough, K.C.B., and 
Captain Sir H. L. F. Senhouse, Knt., K.C.H., &c. 


Her Majesty's ship Hyacinth , off 
Canton , May 27th, 1841 , 3 p.m. 

Gentlemen, — Herewith I have 
the honour to transmit to you an 
English version of the arrangement 
this day concluded with the officers 
of the Chinese Government, and 
also of the full authority given to 


the K wang-chow-F oo to act for 
their Excellencies. 

I shall take an early opportu- 
nity of communicating with you 
again upon this subject. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
Charles Elliot, 

Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary . 


Terms of Agreement granted to the Officers of the Chinese 
Government resident within the City of Canton on the 
27th of May, 1841. 


1. It is required that the three 
Imperial Commissioners, and all 
the troops, other than those of the 
province, quit the city within six 
days, and proceed to a distance of 
upwards of sixty miles. 

2. 6,000,000 dollars to be paid 
in one week for the use of the 
Crown of England, counting from 
the 27th of May ; 1,000,000 dol- 
lars payable before sunset of the 
said 27th day of May. 

3. For the present, the British 
troops to remain in their actual 
positions; no additional prepara- 
tions for hostilities to be made on 
either side. If the whole sum 
agreed upon be not paid within 
seven days, it shall be increased to 
7,000,000 dollars; if not within 
fourteen days, to 8,000,000 dol- 
lars; if not within twenty days, 

1 to 9,000,000 dollars. When the 
, whole shall be paid, all the 
1 British forces to return without 
the Bocca Tigris ; and Quangtong 
I and all fortified places within the 
, river to be restored, blit not to be 
j re-armed till all affairs are settled 
between the two nations. 

Vol. LXXXIII. 


4. Losses occasioned by the 
plunder of the factories, and by 
the destruction of the Spanish brig 
Bilbaino. in 1839, to be paid 
within one week. 

5. It is required that the Kwang- 
chow-Foo shall produce full powers 
to conclude this arrangement on 
the part of the three Commission- 
ers, the General of the Tatar gar- 
rison, the Governor-General, and 
the Fooyuen of Kwangtong. 

(Seal of the 
K wang-chow-F 00.) 

Written the 26 th, agreed to the 
27th of May, 1841, 

(True copy) J. R. Morrison, 

Acting Secretary 
and Treasurer . 

Yishan, Generalissimo. — Lung- 
wan and Yang Frang, joint Com- 
missioners; Atsinga, General of the 
garrison ; Kekung, Governor of 
the two Kwangs; and Eliang, 
Lieutenant-Governor of Quang- 
tong, hereby issue instructions to 
the Kwang-chow-Foo. 

2 L 
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The Plenipotentiary of the Eng- 
lish nation being now willing to 
observe a truce, and make arrange- 
ments for peace, the said Kwang- 
chow-Foo will conduct the details 
of the pacific arrangement and 
settlement. He is not, upon any 
plea, to excuse himself. These 
are his instructions. 


The foregoing to the Kwang- 
chow-Foo, thus be it. 

Taoukwang, 21st year, 4th 
month, 7th day. (May 27th, 1841.) 

[Signed and sealed by the Ge- 
neralissimo, the Governor of the 
two K wangs, the Joint Commis- 
sioners, and the Fooyuen of 
Kwangton g.] 


Public Notice to Her Majesty’s Subjects. 


Macao , June 10M, 1841. 

Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary 
thinks it necessary to warn all 
Her Majesty's subjects that he 
considers the entrance of British 
shipping within the river under 
present circumstances imprudent 
and unsafe, and recommends that 
they should forthwith proceed to 
Hongkong. 


He has further to declare that 
any attempt of the Chinese au- 
thorities to interfere with or ob- 
struct the freedom of trade and 
intercourse with Hongkong will 
be answered with a close blockade 
of the port of Canton. 

Cbarlbs Eutot. 


A Proclamation. 


It is hereby declared to the 
merchants and traders of Canton 
and all parts of the empire, that 
they and their ships have free 
permission to resort to and trade 
at the port of Hongkong, where 
they will receive full protection 
from the high officers of the Bri- 
tish nation ; and Hongkong being 
of the Chinese empire, neither 
will there be any charges on im- 
ports and exports payable to the 
British Government. 

And it is further clearly de- 
clared, that there will be an im- 


mediate embargo upon the port of 
Canton, and the large ports of the 
empire, if there be the least ob- 
struction to the freedom of Hong* 
kong. 

Persons bringing information to 
the British officers which shall 
lead to the detection of pirates, 
will be liberally rewarded; and 
the pirate will be taken and de- 
livered over to the officers of the 
Chinese Government for punish- 
ment. 

At Macao , 

this 7M day of dune, 1841. 
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CHINESE DOCUMENTS. 


There seems no sufficient reason 
to doubt that the subjoined docu- 
ments are genuine, whatever may 
he their deficiency as translations 
—they are both curious and in- 
structive : curious, as showing 
something of the internal political 
arrangements of China, of the 
emperor with his mandarins, and 
of the mandarins with the people ; 
and instructive as showing in what 
light our proceedings are viewed 


by the Chinese nation, and what 
effects have been produced by our 
military operations* These docu- 
ments are translated for the most 
part for the Canton and Indian 
journals, but some of them by Mr. 
Thom, the interpreter to the Bri- 
tish authorities, and this is a suffi- 
cient voucher both for the au- 
thenticity of the documents and 
the fidelity of the translation of 
the latter. 


Memorial from Kesiien to the Emperor, and the Imperial 

Reply. 


The slave Kesheu, a high Mi- 
niiter of state, and acting governor 
of the two Kwang provinces, 
lcneeling, presents before the 
throne of the Great Emperor a 
itatement relating how that the 
English foreigners have sent a 
messenger to Ohekeang to restore 
Tinghae, how that they have 
already restored us the forts of 
Shakow (Chuenpee) and Takok, 
and the cruising vessels and salt 
junks which they had previously 
captured, all of which have been 
duly received, and now that the 
ships of war of the said foreigners 
have already retired to the outer 
ocean ; the said slave respectfully 
takes all these circumstances, and 
along with his most attentive oh. 
•ervations on the military position 
of the country, the materiel of 
war, and the disposition of the 
people, offers them up, begging 
that a sacred glance may be be- 
*towed upon the same. 

Whereas your slave, with a view 
to the defence of the country and 
protection of the people, previously 
to the receipt of your Majesty’s 
commands, foolishly and confusedly 


begged for a display of imperial 
clemency in favour of the English 
foreigners ; at the same time (see- 
ing that such was opposed to your 
Majesty’s wishes) your slave re- 
peatedly begged that his crime 
might be visited with the heaviest 
punishment, as is duly recorded. 

On the 28th day of the 12th 
moon of last year (the 20th of Janu- 
ary, 1841) I received a despatch 
from the Private Council to the fol- 
lowing effect: — “ We have re- 
ceived the following imperial edict: 
— * Whereas Keshen has reported 
to us the measures he has taken 
in reference to the circumstances 
of the English foreigners ; that 
as these rebellious foreigners are 
without reason, and refuse to listen 
to our commands, a dreadful ex- 
ample of severity ought imme- 
diately to be made in their regard. 

“ * Already has a flying despatch 
been sent to the different provinces 
of Hoonan Saechuen, and Kwei- 
chow, that 4,000 soldiers be imme- 
diately got ready and sent with 
all haste to Canton, there to await 
orders ; cause therefore, that 
Keshen, in concert with Lin Tsih- 
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sen and Tang Tingching, take 
the neccessary steps for settling 
this business. If the rebellious 
foreigners dare to approach our 
inner shores, let them be imme- 
diately exterminated.’ ” 

“ And successively on the 4th 
day of the present moon (26th 
January, 1841) I received the 
following imperial edict from the 
court direct ; — ‘ Whereas Keshen 
has addressed to me a document in 
reference [to the present circum- 
stances of the English foreigners, 
which on glancing over we com- 
pletely understand : — Cause that 
our previous edict be put in effect 
with implicit submission : let our 
military force be plentifully assem- 
bled together, and a complete dis- 
play of heavenly Majesty made in 
the utter extirpation of the rebels. 
As far as regards the expense 
necessary for these military opera- 
tions, no matter whether it be the 
duties arising from foreign com- 
merce, or the land-tax, you are 
hereby permitted to consult as to 
ways and means, and make true 
account of the expenditure of 
such revenues. Should these not 
be sufficient you can report the 
same to me and wait our further 
orders, &c. Respect this." 

Your slave, while kneeling and 
hearing these commands read, re- 
flected, that though he had con- 
ditionally granted the several items 
(of the foreigners' demands), yet 
lie but barely promised to make a 
representation of them to your 
Majesty in their behalf. Thus, in 
reference to one article, viz., — the 
opening of the trade, although it 
appears that they (the foreigners) 
had requested that this might take 
place during the first decade of the 
present moon (23rd of January till 
the 1 st of February), yet up till 
now I have not dared to permit it. 


and they have already sent me in a m 
a foreign letter, in which they 
restore us the forts of Shakok and 
Takok, and every one of the cruis- an 
ing vessels and salt junks which m 
they had previously captured, and m 
still further, they at one and the m 
same time despatched a foreign offi- n\ 
cer by sea to Chekeang to order the e; i 
withdrawal of the foreign troops ^ 
and wrote a foreign document, C t 

which they handed up to me, and iw 
which your slave transmitted to q? 
Elepoo by an express of 600 le a u* 
day, in order that he might receive ^ 

bade Tinghae, which conduct on ^ ! 
their part looked more mild and 
submissive than had previously & 

been the case. 

But your slave is a man of con- ^ 

fused and dull understanding : •*> 

what he has done has unhappily 
not met the views of his Sacred r^j 

Majesty; fearing and trembling ata 

as I am, how shall I find words to t r 

give expression to my feelings? ^ 

Humbly remembering that yoar *] 

slave's person has received marls q 

of Imperial goodness, his am- q 

science is not hardened ; how q. 

should I dare, while engaged % 

on the important duty of curb- j :> 
ing these outside foreigners, »d } 
struggling amid danger and dif- ^ 

ficulty, to strive after forbidden , ^ 
repose? From the moment that ^ 

I came down to Canton have ^ 

I been the victim of the craft !*. 

and wiles of these presuming fo- j 
reigners ; in every instance are j ^ 
they quite ungovernable, until that tjj 
my head aches, and my heart is 15 
rent, and my morning meal comes 
to me without relish. Thus, for ^ 
example, on one occasion we ga* e | «f( 
the foreigners battle, but our men 
showed little firmness. We then tig 
requested that a manifestation of ^ 
divine Majesty might be made in 1* 
their annihilation. But, alas ! the ^ 
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circumstanoes of the case and the 
wishes of my heart are sadly op- 
posed! All these facts have I 
offered up to your Majesty in re- 
peated statements, praying that 
your Majesty would bestow thereon 
a holy glance. Now, it appears, 
that after these said foreigners had 
sent a person to Chekeang to deli- 
ver up Tinghae, and had restored 
all- that they had captured in 
Kwangtung, and withdrawn their 
ships of war to the outer ocean, 
Elliot requested a personal inter- 
view with me, and, as your slave 
had not yet in person inspected 
the Bocca Tigris, and as the troops 
ordered from the several provinces 
had not yet arrived, it did not 
seem prudent to show any symp- 
toms of dislike to his proposal, 
which would have given rise to 
suspicion on his part, and thus pre- 
maturely brought on a collision ; 
so your slave took advantage of 
the opportunity to visit and inspect 
the Bocca Tigris, and on the 3rd 
day (25th January, 1841) left the 
city, and embarking on shipboard 
approached Sze Yang (Lion's 
Ocean), on the Canton river, whi- 
ther Elliot soon came in a wheeled 
fire-ship, and begged for an inter- 
view. He scarcely brought several 
tens of persons in his train, and on 
that day his language and demean- 
out were exceedingly respectful. 
But he handed up to me a rough 
draught of several regulations 
which he had planned, the most of 
which regarded the troublesome 
minutic of commerce, and at the 
same time he agreed that after- 
wards in relation to the bringing 
of opium, the leaking out of sycee, 
or smuggling, he was quite willing 
that ship and cargo should be con- 
fiscated. But among the articles 
he proposed there were some items 
quite impossible to be granted; 


your slave at the time pointed them 
out and rebuked him, when the 
foreigner immediately begged that 
they might be discussed and 
amended. 1 consented that he 
might alter them, but told him, 
he must wait till they had been 
maturely canvassed and handed up 
to your Majesty for examination 
and approval. 

Your slave after having parted 
with Elliot, found that the Sze tse 
yang (2nd bar) is distant from the 
Bocca Tigris about sixty le (twenty 
miles) ; but even there the sea is 
vast, the billows boiling, and the 
wind fierce ; suddenly we came on 
the outer ocean in all its majesty ! 
No inland river can in any measure 
be compared to it ! Your slave 
immediately changed his boat for 
a vessel capable of navigating the 
high seas, and having arrived at 
the Bocca Tigris, made a most 
careful inspection of all the forts 
round about, if they may not be 
said to be utterly isolated on the 
four sides, and rising up alone in 
the midst of the ocean, yet are 
they situated beyond the extremity 
of our hills, and quite approach- 
able from the sea ; supposing them 
to be surrounded and blockaded, 
even so much as provisions for the 
troops it would be found difficult 
to introduce. Your slave then 
proceeded to measure the depth 
of the water, beginning at the 
Bocca Tigris, and sounding till he 
came to Canton, and found it at 
high water to be from one chang 
(two fathoms) and upwards to 
three and four chang, varying con- 
tinually. Now, we all know that 
the principal cause of these forts 
being erected was a barrier to mer- 
chant ships which draw more 
water, and which in time of peace, 
when they submit to constraint, 
dare not to pass the bounds or to 
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go roundabouts ; but if they were 
to bring troops with intention to 
rebel, they may sneak in clandes- 
tinely through every hole and 
comer; there is no necessity for 
their passing before the forts, and 
thus may they proceed straight up 
to the provincial city itself. More- 
over, after having passed the Bocca 
Tigris, though we may add ob- 
struction to obstruction, yet such 
is the nature of the country, that 
there is no important point by 
which we may hold it. 

In reference to the guns mounted 
on these said forts, their whole 
number hardly exceeds 200, barely 
adequate to defend their fronts, 
while their sides are left quite un- 
protected. Moreover, among their 
number those which may he used 
at a moment’s notice are not many, 
for in point of endurance as well 
as make they are alike defective. 
The bodies of the guns are im- 
mensely large, hut the bore is very 
small, and the sea in those parts is 
extremely wide, so that they scarce 
carry to the middle ; thus, as re- 
gards their number, they are fewer 
than those mounted on the foreign 
ships, and if we speak of their 
power, they are not equal to those 
which the foreign ships carry. 
Moreover the embrasures on the 
forts are as wide as doors, almost 
large enough to allow people to 
creep out and in by ; if we had to 
sustain a broadside, they would 
offer no protection to our people, 
and may he said, in a word, to he 
wholly without strength. Just 
now we are making inquiries after 
a cannon- founder, to see if he can 
cast guns upon an improved model, 
when we shall have such cast ; but 
if we can, in very deed, get them 
cast according to this plan, that 
will only do as a preventive against 
the future, and not at all be is 


time for the present emergency ; 
thus there is nothing good in our 
military weapons, that we may 
place reliance on them. 

Again, in reference to the 
strength of our soldiers, 1 find that 
the keeping off' the foreigners must 
be done by sea-fights, and to fight 
well at sea we must have good 
marine troops. I have now to feel 
grateful to your Majesty for aped* 
ally sending land troops from the 
different provinces. This shows 
the great and sacred anxiety your 
Majesty feels in the matter. But 
then these troops must go on board 
our seagoing ships before that they 
can give battle to the foreigner!; 
and if they were not firm, or if 
they were not accustomed to the 
winds and waves, it might entail 
on us the calamities of a defeat. 
Now, they are not accustomed to 
go on hoard ships and kindle them, 
so that we cannot hut use marine 
soldiers. The marine troops of 
Canton province are drawn by in-, 
vitation from the sea-side, and 
their quality is irregular and un- 
certain. 1 had previously heard a 
rumour, that on the 15th day of 
the 12th moon (January 7, 1841), 
after the battle, the whole of them 
soldiers went to their Tetuh, or 
general, and under false pretence* 
extorted money from him, other* 
wise they threatened to diabaad. 
And lately I went to the mid 
Tetuh, and asked him face to fac* 
concerning it, when he said that it 
was quite true, and that he (the 
Tetuh) having no remedy was ob- 
liged to pawn his clothes 
things, by which means he wa* 
enabled to give a bonus of a couple 
of dollars to each of his Canton 
soldiers, and thus got them to 
remain at their posts until new. If 
then the disposition of these aob 
diers, m it is, k greatly to he 




AT 

TH1 

kBfl 

-kli; 

a? 


411 

'i % 

nr-* 

m, 
• if; 
fiu 

tttil 

itb 

st 

'.si 

lift! 

< on 

assy 


I 

I ^ 



Digitized by v^ooQle 



DESPATCHES, &c. 


519 


lamented, supposing at the most 
critical moment when we had ac- 
tually joined battle these marine 
forces were to be found weak and 
without energy, it might lead to 
the most fatal consequences ; and 
although we might have veteran 
troops among them, yet there 
would be no moans of inspiring 
them with a portion of their skill 
and steadiness. Moreover, our 
war-ships are neither large nor 
strong, they are not capable of sus- 
taining largo guns, so that they 
are unable to repulse the foreigners, 
and these are the remarks 1 have 
to offer on the weakness of our 
soldiery* 

I have also found by careful ex- 
amination that the characteristics 
of the people of Canton province 
are falsehood, ingratitude, and 
greediness^ putting out of the 
question those who are already 
actual traitors, and whom there 
is no occasion to speak about, the 
rest have all been bom and dwell 
in the same place, mixed up with 
the foreigners } they are constantly 
accustomed to see them, and for 
many years have been as intimate 
with them as very brothers ; they 
are not at all like the people of 
Tinghae, who having never been 
accustomed to hold intercourse 
with foreigners immediately dis- 
covered them to be a distinct spe- 
cies. But if we suppose that what 
they did there they had done here 
—if these said foreigners had de- 
ceitfully distributed their paltry 
presents, and set the machinery of 
their tricks to work, 1 really fear 
that the whole people (of the pro- 
vince) would have been seduced 
by them; they would certainly 
not have shown the unbending 
Jttmness of the Tinghae people. 
Such are the observations 1 have 
got to offer on the flexible dis- 


position of the Canton people* 
which circumstance gives us still 
more cause for anxiety. 

On looking over the records of 
the past, I And, in reference to the 
putting down of the ladrones, that 
these were but so many thieves 
and robbers, the ships they were 
embarked in were native ships, 
and the guns they made use of 
were native cast guns, and yet 
this affair was spun out for many 
years, and only put an end to by in- 
viting them to surrender under 
promise of pardon ; and under the 
present circumstances it is to be 
feared that the wasp’s sting is 
much more deadly. 

Your slave has again and again 
revolved the matter in his anxious 
mind ! In so far as it regards his 
own person it is unworthy of 
notice, but the consequences touch- 
ing die vital interests of the 
country and the lives of the people 
involved in it are vast and extend- 
ing to posterity ! But alas ! your 
slave has sinned in giving battle 
when he could not command des- 
tiny to give him the victory, and 
he has no less sinned in being 
unable to settle matters in unison 
with your sacred Majesty’s wishes! 
Both of these are crimes which 
affect his poor life, but what is 
there in this worthy of pity or 
consideration? Still your. slave, 
though he has sinned in not being 
able to settle matters in unison 
with your sacred Majesty’s wishes, 
yet the territory and people of 
Canton still exist and look up to 
your most sacred Majesty far his 
gracious support and protection, 
while your dave, by having sinned 
in giving battle when fate denied 
him the victory, has soiled the 
glory of his master and poured out 
the lives of his people, and still 
more, left himself without a send- 
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ble plan to put in operation ; there- 
fore it is, that after having duly 
consulted with the Tartar General 
of the garrison and his Adjutants, 
the Lieutenant-Governor, the Li- 
terary Chancellor, the Judge and 
Treasurer, the Intendants of Cir- 
cuit, the chief magistrates of larger 
and lesser districts, and the Ex- 
Governors Lin Tsihtsen and Tang 
Tingching, &c., we have unani- 
mously come to the conclusion that 
our defences are not to be relied 
upon, and that in the tug of battle 
our troops will not stand their 
ground. Moreover, in regard to 
troops which have been ordered by 
your Majesty from the different 
provinces, time is still necessary 
for that object, nor can they all 
arrive at once, and the assembling 
of a large body of troops is not a 
thing that can be done quietly, 
the native traitors are sure to 
give timely notice of it, and the 
foreigners would in the first in- 
stance give loose to their madness 
and extravagance. 

Your slave is vexed to death 
thinking of these things, even till 
he loathes his food, and till sleep 
has forsaken his eyelids, forasmuch 
as he does not shrink from the heavy 
guilt he is incurring in taking all 
these facts, the result of his dili- 
gent inquiries, and annoying with 
them the ears of Heaven's son ; 
and at the same time he takes 
everything connected with the 
foreigners, and all the foreigners* 
letters, and hands them up for im- 
perial inpection. He humbly hopes 
that the Holy One will look down 
with pity and compassion on the 
black-haired race, and shower upon 
them an extra measure of cle- 
mency, in granting what is therein 
requested, so that the people of 
the land may not be turned to 
ashes. In times of difficulty is 


seen good government, victory is 
but a transient thing ; in restrain- 
ing the ruiu that is before our 
eyes, we ought carefully to eradi- 
cate the cause of it for after ages! 

In reference to all the circum- 
stances contained in this, whether 
the result of my conference with 
the high provincial officers, or of 
my own diligent investigation, I 
only hope that your sacred Majesty 
will condescend to inquire regard- 
ing them, and I beg that your 
Majesty will specially appoint a 
high officer to come here to ascer- 
tain their truth. Your slave has 
been actuated by a desire to save 
the country and the people from 
first to last, and not swayed by 
the smallest atom of fear, and still 
more he dare not make use of the 
least glossing or deception. 

Inasmuch, therefore, this re- 
spectful memorial is forwarded at 
the rate of 600 le a day, humbly 
hoping that the Emperor’s holy 
glance may be bestowed thereon. 

A respectful memorial 

The Emperor's Reply. 

On the 25th day of the 1st 
moon of the 21st year of Taou- 
kwang (16th of February, 1841), 
the following remarks, written 
with the vermilion pencil, were 
received in reply 

u We can on no account calmly 
put up with the insults and befool- 
ing of these rebellious foreigners 
as you have done. Blinded and 
unwilling to see as you are, dare 
you still have the hardihood to 
turn your back on our commands; 
to continue receiving the foreigners 
documents, and even to beg favours 
in their behalf? Such proceeding* 
pass the bounds of reason. Impo- 
tent and worthless that you are, 
what sort of heart is contained 




I * 

i 


l 

fat 

as; 

tk 

to, 

A 

ft 

6 

W 

k 

0$ 

k 

Lin 

u 

$ 


n 


of 


k 

5 

i 

} 


Digitized by Google 


-t £h & a 



DESPATCHES, &c 


52 1 


within your breast ? Not only do 
you contentedly take in their 
threats and insults, but you even 
dare to hold up certain passages 
with intent to frighten us. But 
know that we have no coward 
fears. Besides this, we shall again 
announce our pleasure. Respect 
this” 

A true translation. 

R. Thom, 

Assistant- Translator and 
Interpreter to her Majesty's 
Commissioner in China . 

The destruction of the Bogue 
Forts in February appears to have 
excited more wrath than alarm in 
the Council of the Celestial Em- 
pire, as will appear by the follow- 
ing document. 

At five o'clock on the 28th day 
of the 2nd moon (March 20, 
1841,) the Imperial commands 
arrived in this province, as fol- 
low: — 

“ The English, rebelling on a 
former occasion, and having seized 
upon the fortresses of Shakuh and 
Taekuh, wounding our high and 
subordinate officer and troops, have 
caused us to gnash our teeth with 
combined imprecations. We there- 
fore specially deputed Yihshan, 
Lungw an, and Yangfang, to as- 
semble from every quarter the 
efficient troops, and to advance and 
exterminate the enemy. But now 
they have attacked and destroyed 
the fortress of Foomun (Bocca 
Tigris) and have even recklessly 
dared to approach near the con- 
fines of the city (Canton), creating 
vast confusion. Being destitute 
of ail reason, contemptuously re- 
garding our Celestial dynasty, they 
have carried their unsubmissive 
rebellions to this extreme, and I, 
the Emperor, now swear that both 
powers shall not stand (one or the 


other must conquer or die), let 
Yihshan, Lungwan, and Yang- 
fang, at the time reckoned upon 
for their arrival, forthwith put in 
order our patriotic troops, and 
with undivided efforts seize the 
English barbarians, and make an 
entire extermination and end of 
the whole of them. Then will 
subside our wrathful indignation. 
If the whole number of them be 
not thus effectually destroyed, how 
shall I, the Emperor, be able to 
answer to the Gods of the heaven 
and the earth, and cherish the hopes 
of our people? Respect this.’* 
Again have the Imperial com- 
mands been received as follows 
“ The rebellious barbarians hav- 
ing formerly seized upon the forts 
of Shakuh and Taekuh, wounding 
our high and subordinate officers 
and troops, was cause for still more 
increased attention to rigorous 
means of defence. But on the 
8th day of the 2nd moon (Febru- 
ary 28, 1841), these rebellious 
barbarians destroyed our position 
ofFooman, evincing that all the 
great officers of the said region 
were entirely in a state of utter 
unpreparedness, and that the mili- 
tary affairs of Kwangtung pro- 
vince were in a ruinous and unfit 
condition. Let the Generals of 
the army, therefore, of this region, 
together with the Governor, Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, Assistant-Gene- 
rals, Literary Chancellor, the 
Judge Intendant of Circuit (Ta- 
outae), with the Foo Cbow, and 
Heen magistrate, be all disgraced 
from their rank, but retained in 
office until they make up their 
delinquencies by efficiency of effort. 
Respect this. 

“ Vert J. L. S., by request for 
the Canton Press.” 

“ Macao* ATorcA 30, 1841,” 
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While the preceding documents 
show in what light the Chinese 
Cabinet are pleased to represent to 
the nation the transactions at Can- 
ton, those which follow let us be- 
hind the scenes, and show that the 
Imperial Government is in reality 
well informed upon the true state 
of the case. It is an abstract of a 
proclamation of the Emperor, 
issuing poor Keshen's death-war- 
rant, restoring Lin to favour, and 
appointing Ke Rung Governor of 
the two Kwang provinces, dated 
on the 4th of the 3rd moon ( 26th 
March)- 

This proclamation observes, that 
it is represented in Keshen’s offi- 
cial report, that Chinleen Shing, 
the officer of the three Keang 
divisions, (who defended Chueti- 
pee) having erred in his ma- 
noeuvres, the troops were slain, 
and he himself committed suicide, 
but that it has been also repre- 
sented by Ho, the General, and 
E, the Lieutenant-Governor, that 
Chinleen Shins was patriotic, 
brave, and skilled in stratagem, 
and that he had besought the 
Governor Keshen to block up the 
river, and also to issue out 5,000 
catties of powder. Keshen, how- 
ever, with unexampled audacity 
and temerity, refused to allow the 


river to be blocked up, and actu* 
ally had the stinginess to isos 
only 1,000 catties of powder, and 
even that, it appears, was griev- 
ously adulterated with “ a vast 
deal of sand and dirt,” which ren- 
dered it perfectly inefficient 
“ Therefore,” pathetically laments 
the Emperor, “ perished in the 
ranks both father (Chinleen Shing) 
and sou, which is cause of pro- 
foundeat sorrow.” 

The loss of the position of Foo- 
moon (on the 26th of February, 
1841) had also caused the Im- 
perial heart of his Celestial Ma- 
jesty to be “ riven with direst 
grief.” The Emperor then ad- 
mits, that it had not beea for s 
moment supposed that Keshen pos- 
sessed such low capacity as to part 
with his country for money ; fend 
then says, without further ptvfaoe 
or circumlocution “ Let the Im- 
perial body-guard, therefore, forth- 
with seal up Keshen's ancestral 
temple, and also rigorously put 
the whole of bis family in irons: 
and let Wokih proceed to Canton, 
arrest Keshen, and bring him to 
the capita], and upon the very day 
that this rebel Minister arrives, 
let him and all his family at the 
same time be put to death to- 
gether.” 


Thb Accusations against Keshen, presented at Court it E, 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Kwangtung* 


1. He held interviews with, and 
received documents from, Elliot, 
on equal terms* 

2. After his arrival at Canton 
he did not choose out and depute 
either literary or military man- 
darins to go to Elliot to speak 
about affiurs, but only employed 
in his office a traitorous Han 
(Chinese) named Paoupang. 


3. The Admiral (Kwan) took 
the troops and proceeded out to sea 
to guard and watch the public 
interests, but nothing whatever 
would Keshen communicate to 
him, and when he (the Admiral) 
requested definite instructions, ho 
was forthwith met with angry 
railing, and it became impossible 
for the Admiral himself to adjust 
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D E S P A T 

these affairs, of more or less im- 
portance. 

4. He issued orders to each of 
the forts that it would not be 
allowed to those who might be 
covetous of merit to ruin matters 
by opening fire with their mus* 
ketry and great guns of their own 
accord, and consequently these 
forts and the military stations, 
were all lost on the same day. 

5. He constrained Lekeen, the 
Adjutant-General, to prepare an 
official despatch for him acknow- 
ledging his (Keshen’s) offences, 
forcing him to affix his (Lekeen’s) 
seals to the same, and to present it 
to Elliot 

6. He changed every measure 
for the worse made vague and in- 
coherent representations to the 
Court, and brought disaster upon 
the Admiral (who fell at the taking 
of the Bocca Tigris.) 

7. At the offing of Szetsze (on 
the river above the Bocca Tigris) 
he fired salutes and went to receive 
Elliot, and also despatched messen- 
gers to deliver his commands to 
each of the forts, that they were 
to observe tbe same arrangement 
and receive Elliot in like manner. 

8* He affixed his seals to a do- 
cument dismembering a portion of 
our territory, and delivering it 
over to those barbarian men tor a 
place of residence. 

1, E, Lieutenant-Governor (of 
Kwangjtung), lay these accusations 
before the Court. 

And the next will show how 
the Government of either nation 
is dissatisfied with the imbecile 
proceedings which have produced 
the war, and rendered its results 
precarious; and it will also show 
that each awards to its unsuccess- 
ful officers parallel punishment, 
Ua being half-pardoned and re- 


CHES, &c. 

duced a button, and placed in sub- 
ordinate employment, and Elliot 
degraded from a Plenipotentiary 
to a simple Consul, and employed 
in a distant and unimportant office. 

The Emperor refuses to rein- 
state Lin in his original position 
for the following reasons • 

“ In relation to Lin Tsih Sen, 
who was formerly Governor of the 
two Kwang provinces, and of 
whom the rebellious barbarians 
stood in awe, I, the Emperor, 
being deceived by the false repre- 
sentations of tbe rebel Minister 
Keshen, thereupon deprived him 
of his offices. At present various 
high officers have handed up a 
document requesting that Lin be 
reinstated in his original official 
position (as Governor, &c.) ; but 
as a Governor has already been 
fixed upon, Ke Kung, by Impe- 
rial command (who was Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Kwangtung 
seven years ago), there need be 
no occasion of further change. 
And we also allow Lin to become 
the chief of the second degree of 
official rank, and let him advise 
together with Eleang and others 
in relation to the affairs of the 
army. Respect this." 

The Eastern journals contain 
abstracts of the great number of 
documents which have not reached 
this country in an entire shape 
as these fragments, however, throw 
considerable light upon the effect 
of our proceedings, some of them 
are here given. The first is taken 
from the Proclamation of the Ce- 
lestial Emperor after the destruc- 
tion of the Bogue Forts. 

His Majesty appears to have 
been greatly shocked by the latter 
event, and observes, that the Eng- 
lish barbarians, taking occasion to 
enter far into the river with large 
forces, had advanced upon and 
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attacked Woochung, near to 
Whampoa, wounding his great 

f enerals and slaying his troops. 

'he Emperor evidently considered 
that the English would find it as 
impossible a matter to clear them- 
selves of the enormous guilt in 
thus bearding his Celestial Majesty 
as Lady Macbeth formerly did to 
wash from her hands the blood of 
King Duncan ; for he says, " such 
wickedness and guilt as this would 
be most difficult indeed for all the 
waves of the Eastern ocean to 
wash out.’* The Emperor then 
pathetically reproaches Keshen and 
Eleang for their neglect in pro- 
viding means of defence, and ob- 
serves that it is decidedly requisite 
that* Yihshan, Lungwan, and 
Yangfa, should, with vengeful 
efforts, visit death upon the Eng. 
lish, in order to redeem their 
former errors. 

The Emperor was not content, 
however, with expressing the pro- 
fundity of his indignation, but 
issued another proclamation how 
the disaster should be remedied. 

“ The English rebels having 
entered the river with their troops, 
daring to seize upon the confines 
of the city, creating confusion and 
disturbance, contemptuously re- 
garding our Celestial dynasty, and 
wounding our high generals and 
troops, have aroused our deepest 
indignation. The origin of the 
above proceedings is found in the 
fact of the whole of our officers 
being affrighted, and not daring to 
attack them — and thus matters 
have come to this. I, the Em- 
peror, now order, Meentang and 
the great Minister Hoo to lead 
forth the army of 50,000, and 
most decidedly make a thorough 
extermination of the English re- 
bels, in order to tranquillize the 
hearts of our people. But if you 


dare to be cowardly, and privately S » 
of your own accord proceed to ^ 
make peace, most certainly will 
you be put to death. Let the two 
words, ‘ make peace/ for ever after 
this find no place in your hearts, 
nor ever give them form by jgp 
writing them out. If you both a 
(Meenfang and Hoo) do not % , 

tremblingly carry out my Impe- ^ 

rial design, then are you not the ^ 
son and Minister of our realm. rh 
And should you dare to become ^ 
tardy in your duties and listen to ^ 
their pretensions to ‘ make peace/ 

I, the Emperor, will place myself % 
at the bead of a mighty force, and ^ 
most uncompromisingly make an ^ 
end of English guilt. All the 4 
troops of Keelin, Woolung, and 
Solun, will also hasten to assemble 4 j 
at the capital, that we may all 4 , 
together advance and exterminate, 
not allowing so much as a bit of ^ 

broken plank of the English to . * Q 

return — then will be laid aside jj B 

my Imperial resentment. Respect ^ 

this.” an 

On the 8 th of the 3rd moon jj, 

(30th of March, 1841), the Im- J$, 

perial commands were again issued 4 

by a proclamation. His Imperial 4 

Majesty is doomed to another 
fearful shock. He alludes to the ^ 
English barbarians having hos- ^ 

tilely approached near to the con- ^ 
fines of the city of Canton, and so 
supremely outraging all laws, that j 

the indignation of both gods and 
men are aroused, “ with which ■ 
Imperial heaven will not bear.” 

As to the “ submissive” solicits- | 
tions of the crestfallen English 1 sij 
for peace, the Emperor treats them C® 

with utter contempt. He alludes I Gt 
to the extreme difficulty of regard- * 

ing the unhappy culprits with 
leniency, and swears that, as they . ^ 
have become so extravagantly dis- | 
obedient, both shall not stand. 1 t 
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(This signifies that cither one or 
the other of the contending parties 
must be exterminated.) 

His Majesty orders Yihshan and 
Lungyan, Hoo, E, Lin, and Tang, 
to put in readiness the troops, and 
most peremptorily make an entire 
end of the whole, not allowing 
even one luckless barbarian to 
escape back to bis country ; and 
furthermore, he (the Emperor) 
will summon a great army, that 
from the north they may be ex- 
terminated, by destroying their 
nests and dens (in England and 
India), thus cutting them off both 
root and branch, and not allowing 
them one foot of ground — all in 
order to appease his Majesty's im- 
perial wrath ! As for Keshen, 
who is accused of receiving bribes 
from the enemy, he is disposed of 
in a summary manner, the Em- 
peror ordering that he forthwith 
be cut in sunder at the waist. 
His Majesty also orders all who 
officially attended him, whether 
great or small, his relations, and 
all who appertain to him, to be 
decapitated indiscriminately ! He 
disposes of another unhappy wretch, 
Paoutsung (accused of traitorously 
combining with the English), by 
ordering him to be put to a slow 
and ignominious death, by having 
his flesh cut from his bones in 


small bits ; and, further, that his 
native place be laid waste for 
100 le round, and his relatives be 
sentenced to the penalty of trans- 
portation ! 

His Celestial Majesty concludes 
his bloody proclamation as fol. 
lows : — 

“ Let the peacock’s feather be 
plucked from the cap of Yihshan 
for his imbecility and tardiness in 
bringing forward the troops; let 
Lungwan be disgraced two degrees 
of rank ; and ,let Yangfa be de- 
prived of the truly brave rank of 
How ; and let every officer in the 
province of Canton, whether high 
or subordinate, be deprived of his 
official button, until they make 
good their delinquencies by effi- 
ciency of effort. Respect this." 

The report of Generalissimo 
Yihshan, on the result of the 
British attack on Canton and the 
ransom of the city, has not, un- 
fortunately, come to light ;* which 
is much to be lamented, as, judg- 
ing from the Emperor's gracious 
reply, it would probably tend to 
enlighten the British Government 
on the veracious reports our Pleni- 
potentiaries and Generals think fit 
to make, trusting to the distance 
and difficulty of obtaining other 
information for impunity. 


The Emperor’s Reply to the Generalissimo Yihshan's Report 
on the Attack on, and Ransom of, the City of Canton, on 
the 24th and 25th of May, 1841. 

'In a despatch from the great General of the two Kwang, Ke, 
military Council to the imperial the General of Kwangchow dis- 
Coxnmissioner and rebel-quelling trict, Ko, the Fooyuen, E and 
Generalissimo Yih, the selected the Footun Yuh, the following 
assistant great Ministers, Lung, imperial edict was enclosed : — 
Yang, and Tse, the Governor- “ On the 29th of the 4th moon 


* Tn the Chronicle, p. 86, will be tions, which probably repeats the sub- 
fimnd a Chinese report of these opera- stance of Yihshan's despatch. 
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(June 18) we, the Military Coun- 
cil, received the (following) im- 
perial edict:— 

“ ‘ Yih and his colleagues have 
reported that the English bar- 
barian ships attacked the provin- 
cial city, but the troops who 
guarded it feared not for its safety, 
and affairs were managed accord- 
ing to the emergencies of the 
case. 

u ‘ On looking at the report, I 
thoroughly understand the whole 
of it. The English barbarians, 
after engaging, have twice re- 
treated before my troops : thus the 
affair has already become weak- 
ened, and the strength (of the 
English) has been strongly pressed 
upon whenever put forth in the 
battle's strife. 

u 1 The said barbarians are like 
dops and sheep in their dispo- 
sition— 

* 1 A dog in forehead, but In heart a 
deer?' 

they are not worth an argument, 

" ‘ Moreover, they have already 
been chastised and repressed, and 
the terrific majesty or my soldiers 
has already been manifested, and 
the resident inhabitants of the city 
have, through their multitudinous 
troubles, presented petitions. 

“ * Further, it is authenticated 
that Yishan has reported that the 
said barbarians doff their caps and 
perform the proper ceremonies, 
and have begged and prayed that 
he will transmit their report, im- 
ploring for favour, I, the Em- 
peror believe in you (the said high 
officers), and that the trouble and 
venation of your minds (through 
the prayers and supplications of 
the people) drove you to extremi- 
ties, or forced you to temporize, 
and induced you to request me to 
allow the (English) trade. 


" ( The said GenenJinimo 
should enjoin severe orders on the 
said barbarian officer that be im- 
mediately retire every one of his 
ships of war, and send them to 
the outer ocean, surrender all the 
batteries, and be implicitly obedi- 
ent to the laws; then only may 
they merely trade, according to 
custom, nor allow them in op- 
position to the prohibitions to 
smuggle opium. But if they dare 
purposely to oppose the prohibi- 
tions, then decidedly no indul- 
gence shall be shown, nor any 
excuses allowed. 

“ ‘ I direct the Generalissimo 
and his colleagues to meet the 
Governor and Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, and with all their hearts, and 
souls, and strength, to consult on 
and devise plans of management ; 
and when every thing is safely 
settled, to report all the par- 
ticulars. 

“ * It is impossible to fathom 
the dispositions of the barbarians; 
and it is right to prepare secret 
means of defence, nor should there 
he the least degree of negligence 
or remissness ; wait until after the 
barbarian ships have retired, then 
quickly resume possession of the 
torts, and guard and maintain the 
important passes, and such-like 
places. 

“ ‘ Build new and strong forts, 
and put the old in the- best pos- 
sible state of defence. If the 
English barbarians evince any dis- 
position to be proud and domineer- 
ing, then the troops should be led 
on to exterminate them ; for it 
must not be, because favour has 
been bestowed on them, that their 
extortions in all matters should be 
unopposed. 

,f * Here is a supplementary re- 
port. 

u * Numbers of the houses of 
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the resident inhabitants beyond 
the walls have been burnt. 

44 ‘ I order Ke and E immedi- 
ately to depute officers for the 
special purpose of examining 
clearly, to tranquillize, soothe, ana 
compassionate the people. As 
there is stored up in the provincial 
treasury 2,800,000 taels weight of 
silver, 1 order arrangements to 
be wade for the Hong merchants 
to replace it by instalments in 
successive years; permit no spew 
cions delays. 1 also order that 
when methods of management 
have been consulted and deter* 
mined upon, they be carried into 
effect, 

“ 4 Forward this edict at the 
rate of 600 le a day, and order all 
men quickly to inform themselves 
of its contents. 

" Respect this,* ” 

And the following despatch of 
the Imperial Commissioners not 
only tends to confirm Yihshan's 
report, hut will show in what 
light the officials of China choose 


to represent the vacillating con- 
duct of our Plenipotentiary. 

'* Keshen, a great Minister of 
State, and Imperial High Com- 
missioner of the second order of 
hereditary nobility, and acting 
Governor of the two Kwang pro- 
vinces, writes this despatch for the 
full information of the Tungche, 
or Keunmingfoo of Macao. 

44 The English barbarians are 
now obedient to orders, and, by 
an official document, have restored 
Tinghae and Shaheo; invoking 
me with the most earnest impor- 
tunity that I should for them re- 
port, and beg the (imperial) 
favour* 

44 At present, all affairs are per- 
fectly well settled. The former 
order for stopping their trade and 
cutting off the supplies of pro- 
visions, it is unnecessary to en- 
force ; it is for this purpose that 
I issue these orders to the said 
Tungche, that he may obey ac- 
cordingly, without opposition. A 
special despatch.** 
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Forgery of Exchequer Bills. 


About the middle of October 
the attention of the mercantile 
men of the city, and especially of 
those whose business was most con- 
nected with the Stock Exchange 
and monetary affairs, was drawn 
to certain anomalous transactions 
in Exchequer Bills, which excited 
much surprise and suspicion. It 
appeared that some unknown par- 
ties were in the habit of borrowing 
money to very large amounts, upon 
deposits of Exchequer Bills, and 
that on the loans so obtained they 
were willing to pay very large 
interest, so much as 6, or even 7, 
per cent. These securities, at this 
time, bore interest about 3| per 
cent., while loans were usually 
obtainable in large sums, for tem- 
porary purposes and upon less eli- 
gible securities at considerably 
below the current rate of interest 
in the discount market — from 
which it was inferred, that if these 
transactions were bond Jide, the 
loans might have been obtained 
without such a sacrifice, or, if 
required for a longer period than 
usual, the capital could have been 
realised by the sale of these docu- 
ments. It further appeared, that 
these transactions had the same 
origin, and that the parties were 
known to have been engaged in 
gambling speculations of a very 
reckless description, and chiefly in 
Spanish stock, by which very large 
sums had been lost- 
Attention having been drawn to 


these things, it was soon ascertained 1 2* 

that some, at least, of the trill, • $ 
bore the same numbers as others in & 

circulation at the same time. Any 
inferences, however, that might r * 

have been drawn from this dr- 2 

cu instance, were neutralised upon a 

reference to the Exchequer Bill i 

Office, when it was found that ■ 

two sets of bills, made under dis- a 

tinct Acts of Parliament, were in a 

circulation, of which a certain quai*> r 

tity bore the same numbers. It a 

was, however, at the same time dis- r - 

covered that the parties who had * 

deposited the bills in question, * 

had exacted a pledge from the 
lender, that these bills should not 1 : 
be put into circulation but the i 
identical documents returned, and 
that in one case where a bill had ■ 
been accidentally passed away, i 
the greatest exertion had been 
made to trace and recover that 
bill. 

Suspicion as to the genumenew I 
of these bills was, moreover, again , 

excited by the discovery that three 
sets of bills, bearing the same 
number, and purporting to he 
issued under i he same grant, were 
in circulation, rendering it evident 
that some fraud had been com- 
mitted ; and the attention of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer hav- | 
ing been drawn to this riroum- 

stance, a searching investigation 

took place, which resulted in the . 
arrest of Mr. Edward Beaumont I 

Smith, a gentleman holding the 1 
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appointment of Senior Clerk in the 
Office for the Receipt of Exchequer, 
Mr. Ernest Rapallo, a stockbroker, 
and other parties. 

As some of our readers may not 
be aware of the nature of these 
securities, the following brief ac- 
count of their origin and nature 
may be useful. In the 8th and 
9th year Will. 3rd, the expenses of 
the war with France having far 
exceeded the available resources of 
the kingdom, Montagu, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, (after- 
wards Earl of Halifax), recom- 
mended that the supplies for the 
ensuing year (1697), should be 
raised during the current year, 
(1696), and Parliament having 
passed a resolution to that effect, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was authorized to issue bills upon 
the security of the Land-tax, of 
such various amounts as might 
seem expedient. Exchequer-bills 
are, therefore, promissory notes, in 
anticipation of, and secured upon, 
the revenue yet to be collected. 
In the following year, however, 
in consequence of the increased 
demand for money, these securities 
fell to 40 per cent, discount, and 
in order to restore the credit of 
Government, and to make them a 
more acceptable security, an act 
was passed, making them payable 
into the Exchequer in respect of 
all taxes and aids, and granting 
interest upon them at the rate of 
5d. per day per 100/. From this 
it will be seen that Exchequer- 
bills cannot fall below par, except 
under very extraordinary circum * 
stances, because Government must 
receive them at the value they 
purport to bear ; but being a 
very available and current security, 
merchants are frequently willing to 
give more for them than their nomi- 
nal value, and they are then at a pre- 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


mium.% In passing, therefore, from 
hand to hand, an Exchequer-bill, 
say for 100/., brings 100/., and as 
much more as the merchant thinks 
fit to give as a premium for the se- 
curity, and besides, as much interest 
as may have accumulated upon it 
from the date of its issue. 

Soon after the passing of this 
statute, and before its full effect 
was perceptible in raising Exche- 
quer-bills to their full value, a very 
extensive fraud was discovered, 
founded upon the peculiarities 
above noticed. The parties were 
Government officers of very high 
rank — Duncombe, Receiver-gene- 
ral of Excise, Burton, an officer in 
the same department, Knight , 
Treasurer of the Customs, and 
Marriott , a Deputy Teller of the 
Exchequer ; the mode of perpe- 
trating the fraud was the follow- 
ing: — Duncombe having received 
20,000/. in coin on account of the 
Excise, with a portion of this sum 
(7,000/.) purchased Exchequer- 
bills at a discount of 5 per cent, 
and then procured these bills to be 
paid into the Exchequer on account 
of the Excise at par, thus pocket- 
ing the difference. Duncombe 
was tried and acquitted, but evi- 
dence having been procured from 
a confederate, the House of Com- 
mons took up the matter, Dun- 
combe and Knight, who were both 
Members of the House, were 
expelled and sent to the Tower, 
Burton was committed to Newgate, 
and the House passed a Bill of 
Pains and Penalties against Dun- 
combe. The House of Lords, 
however, were less earnest, and the 
whole parties ultimately escaped 
punishment. 

This mode of raising money 
proving very convenient to Go- 
vernment, other sums were raised 
by the issue of Exchequer-bills 
2 M 
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under such modified acts as expe- 
rience dictated. 

In the year 1803, an extensive 
embezzlement of Exchequer-bills 
belonging to the Bank of England, 
was discovered (see our volume for 
that year). The perpetrator was 
Robert Aslett , one of the principal 
Cashiers of the Bank, under Mr. 
Abraham Newland. It was Aslett's 
duty to sign the orders for the pur- 
chase money of Exchequer- bills, 
and to take charge of the bills so 
bought, and when a certain num- 
ber had been collected, to carry 
them to the Directors, and they 
were then deposited in the strong- 
room. Now, as bills purchased by 
the Bank were never resold, no 
bill once sold to them could re-ap- 
pear in the market without fraud. 

In December, 1802, a number 
of bills were bought by the Bank, 
and placed in Aslett's hands. In 
March Aslett employed Bish t a 
stockbroker, to make a speculation 
for him in the Funds, and placed 
three Exchequer-bills in his hands 
to cover any difference. Bish re- 
cognized one of the bills as having 
been sold by him to the Bank, and 
suspecting fraud gave notice to 
the Directors, and Aslett was 
apprehended. On opening his 
desk further bills were discovered 
amounting to 16,000/., and it was 
also ascertained that he had sold 
Exchequer-bills belonging to the 
Bank to a very considerable amount 
(320,000/.). Aslett was tried 
and acquitted on technical objec- 
tions, that the bills having been 
originally made in a defective 
form, the instruments so made 
were not ExchequerAAlh , even 
though an Act of Parliament had 
been passed to remedy the over- 
sight. Aslett, however, was de- 
tained in custody and again tried 
on an indietment describing the 


instruments as purporting to be 
Exchequer -bill* : and upon this 
charge he was found guilty sod 
sentenced to death, which sen- 
tence, however, was never earned 
into execution. 

With respect to the forgeries of 
Beaumont Smith, the Report of 
the Commissioners appointed to 
enquire into the subject, renders 
it unnecessary to enter into a more 
particular description of the man- 
ner of effectuating this fraud. 
The effects upon the mercantile 
community were great and dis- 
astrous. Exchequer-bills became 
immediately a suspected security ; 
those classes of bills to which par- 
ticular suspicion was attached, or 
which were known to have come 
from the guilty parties, were, of 
course, utterly useless, and the 
holders, however innocent, were 
subjected to the inconvenience or 
even ruin of holding worthle* 
paper, while holders of genuine 
bills were compelled (unless so 
placed as to be above the necessity), 
to sell at a ruinous loss, or give 
guarantee to purchasers against 
loss. There is no doubt that some 
of the heavy failures which took 
place soon after the discovery, were 
in some degree attributable to 
those events. Government, as 
was to be expected, incurred a 
large share of odium for the incon- 
venienoe occasioned by this dis- 
covery, and as the various routine 
of the Exchequer Office, and its 
defective arrangements came to 
light, the outcry increased with 
ten-fold violence, and Lord Mont* 
eagle, the Comptroller-general of 
the Exchequer, had to bear the 
obloquy for all the omissions and 
commissions of all his predecessors, 
as well as for those which it was 
discovered were peculiar and per- 
sonal to himself. 
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It must be confessed, that con- 
sidering the importance of the 
department, and the immense value 
of the documents made therein an 
incredible laxity appears to have 
prevailed. — The office of the 
Comptroller, who presides over 
the department, is a permanent 
appointment, with a considerable 
salary, and it is believed, that at 
one time the fees and perquisites 
were very large. The appoint- 
ment is usually given to some con- 
siderable partisan of the party 
which may chance to hold office 
when the vacancy occurs, and the 
business has in consequence been 
managed by the clerks, in the 
formal and solemn manner found 
in a snug Government office, where 
the besom of real business seldom 
intrudes to disturb ibe hereditary 
cobwebs. And thus far, no posi- 
tive blame would seem to rest 
upon the Comptroller. The public 
had, however, just reason to com- 
plain of the arrangements made 
by the officials for investigating 
their claims. A notice having 
been issued that the holders of Ex- 
chequer-bills should bring their in- 
struments in order that they should 
be examined and if found genuine, 
stamped, hastened to act in accord- 
ance with their instructions, but 
when they arrived at the office 
they found that no arrangements 
had been made and no stamp pro- 
vided ; another notice was then 
given, directing certain schedules 
to be given in with the bills, and 
stating, that those found genuine 
would be returned, but those of 
which the authenticity was doubt- 
ful would be retained; a proceeding 
which was justly complained of as 
tending to deprive the holders of 
their vouchers, and as being 
directly opposed to the practice of 
the law in cases of forgery ; and 


in consequence, many holders re- 
fused to offer their bills for exa- 
mination, preferring to await until 
their date should expire, when 
they could be presented and pay- 
ment demanded. A third notice 
was also given, that the examina- 
tion of the signatures and the 
return of the stamped bills must be 
conducted by different departments 
— a method creating further delay 
and inconvenience. 

F urther dissatisfaction was pro- 
duced by the mode of examination 
and the uncertainty of the exa- 
miners; for the genuine documents 
being signed by the Comptroller 
and his Deputy, when at leisure, in 
great numbers, the intentional 
similarity of the signatures and 
the variation inevitable upon writ- 
ing so large a number with the 
greatest rapidity, caused much dif- 
ficulty in deciding even upon those 
which were genuine, and the fur- 
ther difficulty of accurately compar- 
ing the cheque with the counterfoil 
rendered the process tedious ; nor 
did it appear that any criterion had 
been ascertained by which reason- 
able doubt could be removed. 

Upon the 3rd and 4th Novem- 
ber, Ernest Rapallo was brought 
up at the Mansion House, and 
evidence was given tending to im- 
plicate him in passing certain bills 
knowing them to be forged, and 
on the 17th November he was 
committed to Newgate. Rapallo 
was subsequently admitted to give 
evidence, the Government promis- 
ing the usual indemnity. On the 
4th November Beaumont Smith 
was placed at the bar before the 
magistrates at Bow- street and com- 
mitted to Newgate for trial. 

On the 4tb December, the prin- 
cipal, Edward Beaumont Smith, 
aged 44 years, was placed at the 
bar of the Central Criminal Court. 
2 M 2 
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Mr. Baron Parke was the Judge ; 
the Attorney and Solicitor Gene- 
rals and Mr. Adolphus were en- 
gaged for the prosecution ; Sir 
Thomas Wilde and Mr. Martin for 
the prisoner. 

The indictment contained six- 
teen counts. 

The first charged the prisoner 
with having forged, on the 10th 
day of October last, at the parish 
of St. Martin-in-the- Fields, a cer- 
tain Exchequer-bill, bearing date 
the 16th day of June, 1841, and 
numbered 6,405, for the sura of 
1,000/., and bearing interest, with 
intent to defraud her Majesty the 
Queen. 

The second count charged the 
prisoner with uttering and putting 
off the said Exchequer-bill with a 
like intent. 

The third and fourth counts 
charged the prisoner with forging 
and uttering the said bill with 
intent to defraud Dudley Mon- 
tague Perceval, Deputy- Comptrol- 
ler of her Majesty’s Exchequer. 

The fifth and sixth counts, in 
like manner to defraud Thomas 
Spring, Baron Monteagle, Comp- 
troller of her Majesty’s Exchequer ; 
and 

The seventh and eighth counts, 
in like manner to defraud Francis 
Towneley de Berckem. 

The remaining counts were 
merely repetitions of the foregoing, 
but describing the forged document 
simply as an Exchequer- bill with- 
out setting it out at length. 

Mr. Clark, the clerk of the 
arraigns, having read the indict- 
ment, said, u Edward Beaumont 
Smith, how say you — are you 
guilty or not guilty }" 

The prisoner. * — My Lord, I 
plead guilty. 

Mr. Baron Parke. — Call upon 
the prisoner to receive judgment. 


Mr. Clark.— Edward Beaumont 
Smith, you stand convicted upon 
your own confession of felony; 
what have you to say why you 
should not receive sentence accord- 
ing to law ? 

Mr. Baron Parke was proceed- 
ing to pass sentence, when 

The prisoner said — My Lord, I 
wish to say a few words. 

The prisoner then drew from 
his pocket a written document, 
which he read generally in an im- 
pressive manner. The following 
is a copy : — 

u My Lord, I pray your Lord- 
ship's indulgence while I offer a 
few words to your consideration 
before you discharge the duty which 
my conduct has imposed upon you 
— that of passing sentence upon 
me. I would have received that 
sentence in respectful silence, and 
have thereby shortened the period 
of my painful exposure as a public 
criminal at this bar, and would 
have retired in penitence to my 
cell, did I not feel that I owe it to 
public justice, to the innocent per- 
sons whom my conduct may have 
placed in circumstances of suspi- 
cion, and also to myself, to say a 
few words. The crime I have 
committed is great — I do not at- 
tempt to excuse or to extenuate it; 
but it will not be forgotten that I 
have submitted myself to meet, 
and exclusively to bear, all the 
consequences of that crime, and 
have not sought to screen myself 
by the addition of duplicity or 
meanness; and I respectfully im- 
plore the Court, not to think that 
I do not feel all the weight and 
enormity of the offence itself 
because I humbly call its attention 
to circumstances which are calcu- 
lated to show that f have not 
altogether become debased or my 
feelings and principles altogether 
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vitiated. Pecuniary difficulties, 
arising from misplaced confidence, 
and liabilities to a very limited 
extent, not exceeding a few hun- 
dred pounds, although beyond ray 
means to meet, first exposed me to 
the suggestions of those who 
tempted me to obtain a temporary 
relief by the fraudulent fabrication 
of Exchequer-bills, to be pledged 
for a short time, and then to be 
redeemed and cancelled for ever. 
I yielded to the temptation, but 
without obtaining the promised 
relief, and, once committed, I be- 
came in the power of the tempter, 
and my retreat has been prevented. 
Allured and beguiled by plausi- 
bility, power, and talent, which I 
could not resist, I became en- 
tangled beyond escape ; and, while 
Exchequer - bills . were obtained 
from me to an enormous extent, I 
never derived benefit even to the 
small extent necessary to relieve 
me from my comparatively trifling 
embarrassments, and I am at this 
moment in debt for money actually 
borrowed from sources unconnected 
with Exchequer-bills to pay off 
my original incumbrances. A sor- 
did or avaricious motive has never 
influenced me, and I have been 
sacrificed to the objects of others. 
Whatever speculations may have 
been carried on by those who have 
used the Exchequer-bills, no profit, 
or even account, either of monies 
received or speculations entered 
into, or of the losses or gains 
which have resulted, lias ever 
reached me> and never was in- 
tended to reach me. Year after 
year bills have been wrung from 
ffie under pretence of reducing and 
cancelling those outstanding, in 
order to prevent discovery, and 
afterward, by the repeated mis- 
application of them, the necessity 
was created for more to accomplish 


the original purpose ; aud thus the 
frightful issue which has taken 
place was occasioned. If those 
yet unstained by guilt could ap- 
preciate the horrors which attend 
a course of crime, no sentence of 
the law could be necessary to warn 
and deter them from entering upon 
it. I am born of a family upon 
which disgrace never lighted till 
now. (The prisoner here dropped 
the paper on the front of the dock, 
and was evidently much distressed ; 
he stood motionless for some time, 
but he at length proceeded.) 
Educated in principles of integrity 
and honour, I have lived respected, 
and (the prisoner here looked ear- 
nestly and anxiously towards Lord 
Monteagle), I believe esteemed, 
and I have enjoyed the confidence 
of many highly honourable per- 
sons ; I am now, by my own con- 
fession, a guilty criminal, exposed 
and trembling at the bar of justice, 
and shrinking with agony from 
the gaze of my former friends. If 
any there are who are disposed to 
think my principles and education 
aggravate ray crime, let them for- 
bear their censure till they have 
also estimated by how much they 
deepen my contrition and aggra- 
vate my punishment. I have lived 
for years in the certain anticipation 
of this dreadful hour, knowing 
that it was certain to come ; and 
if I had not been overborne by my 
own feelings, I should have es«- 
caped it by a still greater crime, 
or by flight. Uncertain bow soon 
the period of detection would 
occur, every day and almost every 
hour has awakened some alarm 
lest it should have arrived, and 
that my character, station, and 
comfort were destroyed for ever. 
(Here the prisoner was again much 
affected.) My Lord, during the 
time that has passed I have had 
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the means and strong temptations 
to give Exchequer- bills to raise 
sufficient money to enable me to 
fly, and thereby escape my present 
disgrace : but, however, the word 
‘honour' may be supposed to be 
prostituted by my using it, I yet 
declare I have been restrained from 
flying or raising money for such a 
purpose, because I knew that in 
my absence suspicion would arise 
that others had been either negli- 
gently or criminally instrumental 
in the commission of the fraud, 
and that public alarm would be 
the consequence to a much greater 
extent than the evil justified. 
During the long period of my dis- 
tress, therefore, although I was 
nearly overcome by it, yet I was 
induced to continue the commission 
of my often oes to avoid meeting 
immediate disgrace, and forbore 
making a full disclosure of my 
previous criminal conduct, which 
I had often desired to do. 1 there- 
fore always resolved, that when- 
ever the time of discovery should 
conie, I would remain and instantly 
avow myself as the sole guilty 
official person, and make the best 
reparation in my power by pre- 
venting unnecessary alarm and 
agitation to the public. 1 deter- 
mined that I would bear the whole 
consequences of ray guilt, and not 
permit the innocent and honour- 
able persons in the office, whether 
high or low, to be subjected to 
unjust suspicion. However guiky, 
therefore, I yet am voluntarily a 
prisoner, and have acted under the 
influence of feelings much more 
consonant with my general cha- 
racter than are the acts which have 
brought me to this bar ; and you, 
my Lord, from the depositions 
before your Lordship, will have 
learned, that with ample oppor- 
tunity to escape, and when suapjU 


cion had not in the slightest m 
degree alighted upon me, I, un- & 
asked, made to the respectable m 
solicitor of the Treasury the most w 
distinct confession that I was the %\ 
jrile official author of the ansohief, 1 $ 

and instantly submitted myself to ia 

the doom which now awaits me, m 

and which presents the prospect of & 

the remainder of my life being u 

bereft of everything that can ren- us 
der life desirable, and as a means it 
only, by its continuance, of pro 
tracted punishment, and of wretdi- «p 
edness to those near and dear to ii 
me, and who are so interested in ^ 

the fate of so unhappy a being. i%, 

(The prisoner was again compelled ^ 
to pause for some time, whilst tears * i 
ran down his cheeks.) The otriv « 
use of that life now must be to ki 
enable me, by the fullest disclosure % 
of every part of the transactions ^ 
in which I have been engaged, to , ^ 
diminish the consequences of my it 
crime as much as possible, ami to ^ 

offer the only atonement in my & 

power ; and, dreadful as every one 1 
perceives my present situation to ^ 
be, I can yet declare, that what- ^ 

ever may await me, the horror j| 

cannot equal what I have endured f 
during the years of antiripatMi c£ ^ 
the discovery of my guilt Myl/*d» k 
I await your Lordship's sentence in 
a spirit of respectful submission ; u 
and I repeat that 1 know my % 

crime has been great, but I alas gy 

feel assured that in the exeoutioa ^ 
of your high function^ and in the « 
judicial censure of my offences, f} 

your Lordship will never be on- a, 
mindful that mercy is the be* 
attendant upon justice, and that ^ g 
while the best of men need to crjr a 

aloud for mercy at Heaven's bat i 

mercy should not be forgotten m a 

the administration of justice ups* . i 

earth." I i 

Mr. fiaxon Parke. -►Edward 0 


Digitized by Google 



MISCELLANEOUS. 


535 


Bcampont Smith, the course you 
have now pursued in publicly ac- 
knowledging yourself guilty of the 
very serious offence with which 
you are charged, not only guilty 
of one crime, but of a long series a 
of crime of a similar character, 
quite unparalleled, leaves to me 
only the duty of passing upon you 
that sentence which the law pre- 
scribes for such offences. That 
duty is to me painful indeed ; but 
it is less painful than if I had been 
compelled to pass sentence upon 
you for the same offence a few 
years ago, for then, indeed, it 
would have been my duty, not- 
withstanding anything urged by 
you in extenuation of your guilt, 
and notwithstanding any appeal 
far mercy, to have passed upon you 
the sentence of death, and, un- 
doubtedly, your life would have 
been forfeited. The humanity of 
the Legislature has abolished the 
penalty of death in such cases, and, 
heinous as the offence is, and not- 
withstanding the dreadful conse- 
quences which may result from it 
— consequences which you yourself 
admit, and of which you appear 
fully sensible, you are now per- 
mitted to retain life ; but it must 
for ever be spent ia a foreign land, 
in servitude, in ignominy, and in 
disgrace. The duty I have to dis- 
charge is at all times most painful, 
but more particularly so on the 
present occasion, in having to pa^s 
sentence upon a person of your 
education, one who has always 
moved in a respectable station in 
society, one holding a situation of 
great trust and confidence, but still 
more so on the member of a family 
whose name is illustrious in the 
naval history of this country ; still 
my duty must be discharged. 
Looking at all the circumstances 
of the cue, and the dreadful con- 


sequences which must arise from 
it, 1 feel bound to pronounce upon 
you the severest sentence of the 
law— that of transportation for 
life. You have done no harm by 
the course you have pursued this 
day ; you have done yourself no 
discredit ; I cannot help feeling for 
you as a man, but as a magistrate 
I feel bound to censure severely 
such conduct. It is to be hoped 
that the statement you have this 
day made, with respect to the 
dreadful consequences of crime on 
the mind and feelings of the per- 
petrator of it, will have the effect 
of operating a6 a warning to others 
of the fatal consequences which 
inevitably ensue from a single de- 
viation from the path of rectitude 
and honour. I can only gather 
from the depositions before me, 
and from your own statement, the 
extent of these transactions; but 
it is impossible at once to ascertain 
the dreadful injuries that have re- 
sulted, or must eventually result, 
from your yielding to a wicked 
impulse. The general injury 
which has resulted to commercial 
transactions— the alarm which has 
been excited in the public mind — 
the ruin of individuals — the loss 
of fortune to many — are serious to 
contemplate. Again, I say, taking 
all these circumstances into consi- 
deration, I feel that 1 cannot hold 
out the slightest hope of any com- 
mutation of the sentence I feel 
bound to pass upon you — a sen- 
tence which, as you have antici- 
pated, will compel you to spend 
the remainder of your life as a 
slave, bereft of all that renders life 
dear or desirable. It only remains 
now for me to pass upon you the 
sentence of the Court, which 
is, that you, Edward Beaumont 
Smith, for the felony with which 
you stand convicted, be transported 
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beyond the seas, to such place as 
her Majesty by the advice of her 
Privy Council shall direct and 
appoint, for the term and duration 
of your natural life. 

Report op the Commissioners. 

To the Queen's Most Excellent 

Majesty. 

We, the Commissioners ap- 
pointed by an act passed in the 
5th year of your Majesty's reign, 
entitled " An Act for appointing 
Commissioners to inquire as to the 
issue, receipt, circulation, and pos- 
session of certain forged Exche- 
quer-bills/' humbly report to your 
Majesty, in manner following, the 
evidence which we have taken and 
what we have found with respect 
to the several matters into which 
we are directed by the said act of 
Parliament to inquire. 

In our discharge of the duty 
committed to us we have never 
ceased to bear in mind the import- 
ance of despatch ; but we have 
aimed with still greater anxiety at 
the complete elucidation of the 
subject on which wc are engaged. 
While, therefore, we have allowed 
our progress to be retarded by no 
delays that it was possible to 
avoid, and kept it free even from 
the interruption that the pursuit 
of our ordinary duties would have 
occasioned, we have spared no 
ains in the exploration of facts; 
aving examined altogether 160 
witnesses (of whom many gave 
their evidence at great length), 
and inspected the mercantile books 
by which the parties interested 
were required to support their 
statements, and superintended in 
several instances the preparation of 
tables calculated to illustrate the 
course of the transactions. 

Finding much time necessarily 
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consumed in occupations like these, * 1 
we considered from time to time, to 
with great solicitude, how for it 
would be proper, with a view to a* 
the interests of particular claim- 
ants, to make certain of the cases ® 
before us the subject of a prelinri- a « 
nary report, reserving the remain- & 
der for a subsequent occasion; but p 
we came with regret to the con- to* 
elusion that no arrangement of ^ 
this kind could be usefully made. k 
It appeared to us, in reference to ® 
the ultimate objects contemplated to 

by the Legislature in appointing to 

the Commission, and the nature of k! 
the questions that might hereafter ae 
grow out of it, that it would be to 
unsatisfactory to state the case of ra 

any claimant, without at the same to 
time adverting to such facts as to 
tended to throw light on the to 

merits of antecedent parties ; and to 
we found that there was no claim- fa 
ant whose case did not, in this ] i 
point of view, involve that of 
some other person or persons is; 

whose transactions required much ■ *j 
time for consideration. a 

While bent upon the full and m 
effective performance of the whole , k 
duty we had to discharge, we en- p 
deavoured, at the same time, to r 
confine ourselves with precision to a 
its proper limits. Upon the con- i » 
struction of the act of Parliament 1 ( 
we apprehended it to be obvious t 
that the question, whether the ! c 
instruments referred to us were \ 

genuine or not, fell in no case < 

within our province, both because t 
the bills were described in die 
title of the act of Parliament it- 
self as <f forged/* and because, with . 
respect to all bills which the 
claimant was prepared to prove 
genuine, he had a right capable of 
being vindicated in the ordinary | 
course of justice, and had no need 1 
to resort to our commission. We j 
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also concluded without hesitation 
that we were not called upon to 
investigate “ the manner of the 
issue" of the Exchequer-bills men- 
tioned in the Act of Parliament in 
any sense which would involve 
an inquiry into the nature of the 
official regulations of the Exche- 
quer, or the manner in which 
those regulations had been ob- 
served. That inquiry had been 
already prosecuted under a former 
commission to whose report no 
useful addition could have been 
made ; and its result had been 
declared to be, “ that it was in 
the absence of sufficient internal 
check, and the incompleteness of 
general supervision" defects which 
had, for nearly a century, escaped 
observation), that the late senior 
clerk, Mr. Beaumont Smith, had 
found opportunity for his recent 
frauds. 

Considering, then, “the man- 
ner of the issue" of the bills, as 
regarded the guilty party them- 
selves, and the subsequent “ circu- 
lation, deposit and possession" of 
them, and “the case of every 
holder or owner," to be the only 
proper subjects for our inquiry, 
we proceeded first to the examina- 
tion of some official persons, from 
whom it was at once ascertained 
(the fact indeed being otherwise 
sufficiently notorious) that no other 
officer except Beaumont Smith had 
incurred any suspicion of being 
connected with the fraud, and from 
whom we also received such fur- 
ther explanations of a general kind 
as were necessary for our subse- 
quent guidance. We then ex- 
amined in succession the various 
parties whom we judged likely, 
from the notices in the schedule, 
to be connected with the hills, as 
present claimants, prior holders, 
os otherwise, endeavouring to pur- 


sue our course continually from 
the claimants upwards, until we 
reached the original sources of the 
fraud; the result of which was, 
that when we came to examine 
the earlier parties, we were able 
to check their evidence by the aid 
of the information previously ob- 
tained. At length, arriving at 
that point where it became neces- 
sary to add the last link to the 
chain, we judged it, after some 
deliberation, desirable to obtain the 
testimony of Ernest Rapallo, the 
person who had been apprehended 
as a party to the forgeries, and 
discharged from prison only in 
consequence of his consent to give 
evidence against his confederate, 
Beaumont Smith. On the ser- 
vice of our summons upon this 
person, at Calais, where we found 
him to be resident, he immediately 
obeyed it (receiving only the as- 
surance, that as far as the law might 
permit, we would endeavour to se- 
cure to him the usual immunities of 
a witness), and on his attendance 
we obtained from him some par- 
ticulars necessary to complete the 
general outline of the history of 
the fraud, with such account as he 
thought fit to give of the property 
acquired from it by the confede- 
rates ; and received his consent to 
our examination of such remnants 
of that property as were still under 
his control in this country. The 
tendency of his evidence was in 
some respects unfavourable to cer- 
tain of the parties examined before 
us, but, in general, it did not bear 
against them more strongly than 
the statements received from them- 
selves. 

Throughout this series of in- 
quiry we were ourselves the only 
examiners ; for though, at the out- 
set, we made it known that all the 
parties interested were at liberty 
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to avail themselves of professional 
assistance, none of them thought 
fit to employ counsel, or (with a 
single ana unimportant exception) 
to be attended by a solicitor ; and 
it gives us pleasure to be able to 
add, that though the parties were 
thus brought into immediate con- 
tact with us, and had in many 
instances to* sustain examination of 
a searching kind, and upon points 
tending to affect their personal 
character, they never failed to ob- 
serve the most perfect propriety of 
demeanour, and always rendered, 
with the greatest readiness, the 
accounts which we directed them 
to prepare. 

It seems right further to re- 
mark, that through the whole 
course of the investigation which 
has been described, we were con- 
tinually engaged in the search 
after evidence, as well as in its 
reception. For though we were 
indebted to your Majesty's Go- 
vernment for the valuable assist, 
ance of Mr. Bush (who had been 
engaged, under Mr. Maule, in the 
prosecution of Smith and Rapallo, 
and suggested to us from time to 
time some important lines of in- 
quiry), yet, in the main, we had 
to explore for ourselves the sources 
of information, and were fre- 
quently obliged to call a witness 
without being aware of the precise 
points to which he was competent 
to speak. This consideration will 
not only serve to account in part 
for the manner in which our time 
has been occupied, but will also 
explain why our examinations 
could not always pursue an un- 
broken and methodical course. 
Under such circumstances, it natu- 
rally often happened that after a 
witness had been once examined 
we had occasion to summon him 
again, and sift him further with 


regard to statements that bad beta Ink, 
in the meantime made by other .ate 
witnesses, or statements made by sat 
himself, the importance of which M 

had not been at first fully app*> m 
rent. sals 

In conducting the examinations, wed 
the peculiar character of the in- k, 
quiry induced us also to swerve gnl 
occasionally from the strict law of es] 
evidence, as applicable to the trial m 
of issues arising in the common xii 
law courts. Thus we received, Ik 

without hesitation, the statements m 

of parties as witnesses in their 
own behalf; and where a cor* aiij 
respondence was offered in evi* 
dence for the purpose of explans- m 
tion only, or with referent* to 
points of subordinate importance, i*p 

we deemed it proper to allow the adii 
party to put in copies of bis owa ad 
letters, as made by himself or his vk 
clerk, without producing, or prov- ife 

ing any endeavour to procure, the : 
originals. We conceived that to \ 
enforce the ordinary rule in such 
cases would tend to no useful ob< j irie 
ject ; and, on the other hand, 
might materially retard the pro- i a& 

gress of our inquiry. But any k, 

deviations from the strict course of i \ 
proof were permitted with great tt*| 

caution; and, upon points imme- e} 

diately connected with the main 1 ] 
subject of inquiry, we observed a I dt 
greater rigour than on those of a ,4 

collateral kind. Thus, in puttiag j ^ 

the claimants to show that they ^ 

had given value for the lulls, we m 

were not satisfied with their own 
statement on oath, supported by «t 
their books, or even by the ad- ^ 
mission of the party to whom the p 

payment was alleged to have been ! 4 
made, but called upon them to iq 
confirm it by such other proof as 1 tn 
the case conveniently permitted: . 

for example, where the payment j * 
was made through the meduun of j q 
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a bank, by tbe evidence of the 
banker's clerk who entered tbe 
transaction in his books. 

Having now given tlte expla- 
nations which appeared to be ma- 
terial with respect to our course of 
proceeding, we shall in the next 
place, submit to your Majesty a 
general account of its results, so 
far at least as regards tbe principal 
circumstances connected with the 
fraud in question. 

That fraud related exclusively 
to the species of Exchequer-bills 
called supply bills, which, as is 
well known, have been latterly 
issued from the Exchequer twice 
in every year, under the authority 
of sacoesaive Acts of Parliament. 
The periods of tbe insue are March 
and June ; and each bill is either 
paid off or exchanged (at the 
option of the holder) at the office 
of tbe Paymasters of the Exche- 
quer, at the expiration of about a 
year from its date, the precise 
period for bringing them in with 
a view to such payment or ex- 
chmge being first publicly adver- 
tised. It follows, of oourse, from 
this, that there are two exchanges 
of Exchequer-bills in every year, 
the first in March and the second 
in June. 

These instruments have a blank 
left for the name of tbe payee; 
and, except where that blank is 
filled up (which is rarely the case), 
they pass by mere delivery, like a 
hank-note, and, as in the ease of 
a hank-note, the tide of a person 
who gives valuable consideration 
for them, without notice or sus- 
picion of fraud, is complete, al- 
though they should have been 
fraudulently obtained by die party 
from whom he receives them. 

The bills of each successive 
issue are numbered in regular pro- 
gneaion, and in ns instance ace 


there two in the same issue which 
bear the same number. They are 
also signed with the name of the 
Comptroller-General of tbe Exche- 
quer (though that signature might, 
by the established custom which 
prevailed at the time of the fraud 
in question, be subscribed either 
by himself or by the Deputy- 
Comptroller-General) ; and, as the 
principal check against forgery, it 
is the practice, in issuing these 
instruments, always to cut them 
from a counterfoil, by comparison 
with which their genuineness may 
at any time be ascertained. 

The bills which are the subject 
of our inquiry under the Act of 
Parliament (being 377 in number, 
of which 365 are in the schedule 
to the act itself, and 12 have been 
referred to us since the act passed) 
all purport to be hills of the de- 
scription above stated, and at! 
emanated through Ernest Rapallo, 
from Beaumont Smith. The for- 
mer is a foreigner, but was long 
resident in this country, and dur- 
ing that period — via., from the 
spring of 1836 to the middle of 
1841, was in the habit of receiving 
from Smith (then senior clerk in 
the Issuing-office of the Exche- 
quer) instruments purporting to 
be Exchequer-bills, for the pur- 
pose of raising money upon them. 
The bills now the subject of in- 
quiry are of the number of those 
so received, and being among the 
later issues, were still in circula- 
tion at the time of the discovery 
of the fraud ; the remainder hav- 
ing (as it would seem) been all 
destroyed (after they had served 
their purpose) by the parties who 
issued them. 

The bills so received from Smith 
were all (as confessed by him after 
his apprehension) forged ; and up- 
on Jus indictment for the ihegery 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



540 ANNUAL REGISTER. 1841. 


of some of them, he pleaded guilty 
to the charge, was convicted, and 
has since undergone the punish- 
ment of transportation. With re- 
spect to the particular bills now 
the subject of inquiry (though, as 
already observed, we have no 
direct concern with the point of 
forgery), it may be proper to add, 
that all those enumerated in the 
schedule to the Act of Parliament 
as detained at the Exchequer, and 
also those which have been re- 
ferred to us since the act passed, 
have been compared with the 
counterfoils, ana found not to 
coincide with them ; that the 
Comptroller- General has also in- 
spected the whole of the former 
class, and the late Deputy-Comp- 
troller a large number, and that 
both these officers have, on their 
examination before us, declared 
the signature not to be theirs. 

The bills now the subject of in- 
quiry all purport to be of the 
issues of March and June, 1841, 
and are made out in every case for 
the sum of 1,000/. They are, as 
to the paper, stamp, and every 
other particular, genuine, with 
the exception only of the signa- 
ture, and that is, in every in- 
stance, an imitation, more or less 
successful, of the signature of the 
late Deputy-Comptroller-General. 
We may stop therefore, to remark 
here, that it was almost impossible 
that any of these instruments 
should have awakened (so far as 
their external appearance was con- 
cerned) the suspicion of those to 
whom they were offered. We are 
directed by the Act of Parliament 
to report " whether the holders 
employed any and what means of 
inquiiy into the genuineness of 
such documents;" and in obedi- 
ence to this, we may here take 
gecasion to state, that though, 


when suspicion arose from collate- 
ral circumstances, the documents 
were in several instances carried 
up to the Exchequer for examine 
tion about the time of the dis- 
covery of the fraud, yet in other 
cases (no suspicion being excited) 
the holders employed no means of 
inquiry into genuineness beyond 
that cursory inspection which was 
usual on receiving an Exchequer- 
bill. On the other hand, how- 
ever, no inspection, though of the 
closest kind, would, in our opi- 
nion, have had any tendency to 
excite doubt as to the genuineness 
of the document. 

Each of the bills in question is 
also a duplicate agreeing in num- 
ber, as well as other particulars, 
with some other hill ; which last 
has, in many instances, teen com- 
pared with the counterfoil, and in 
every such instance has been found 
to coincide. All the other hills 
received from Smith were also (as 
there is ground to believe) dupli- 
cates ; and the reason for so 
managing the forgery is evident, 
for an instrument bearing a wrong 
number was likely to encounter 
immediate detection, while, on the 
other hand, the danger of the 
alternative plan arose only in the 
event of duplicates happening to 
come into possession of the same 
party. 

There were, however, other 
precautions to which it was equally 
necessary for the contrivers of the 
fraud to attend. In raising money 
on these instruments it was essen- 
tial to abstain from sale ; because, 
when thus brought into general 
circulation, there would not only 
be a great risk of their falling into 
the hands of persons who had du- 
plicates, but there was a certainty 
of their being carried at the regu- 
lar periods of exchange to the 
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office of the paymasters, where the 
duplicates also would of course 
make their appearance, and lead 
infallibly to detection. The plan 
adopted therefore, was to raise the 
money in every case by the deposit 
of the bill upon loan, and before 
the next period of exchange came 
round, to redeem it by payment of 
the money, or to substitute for it 
another forged bill of more recent 
date. This method, it is true, 
made it necessary to repay in every 
case (sooner or later) the amount 
of the money procured, as well as 
to pay the interest due upon the 
loan; but the advantage in the 
meantime derived was the present 
use of large sums of money, which 
the confederates endeavoured to 
employ with advantage in exten- 
sive speculations in the stock mar- 
ket, actuated probably by the hope 
of realising (after the repayment 
of every loan) large fortunes in 
the result. 

In carrying this scheme into 
effect, the mode of operation was 
as follows : — At the commence- 
ment of the transactions, and for 
some years afterwards, Rapallo de- 
livered over the bills received from 
Beaumont Smith to Angelo Solan, 
another foreigner resident in this 
country, between whom and Ra- 
pallo there had existed long pre- 
viously some connexion ; and So- 
lan performed the service of raising 
money upon the bills. This he 
effected in part through connexions 
formed by the assistance of Messrs. 
William and James Morgan, stock- 
brokers. They introduced him (at 
a time when their own acquaint- 
ance with him, according to their 
evidence, was but slight and re- 
cent) to the banking-houses of 
Messrs. Ransom and Co., and 
Jones, Lloyd, and Co., and from 
the former he obtained large sums 


of money, from time to time, on 
the deposit of bills purporting to 
be Exchequer-bills, but which, in 
fact, had been received from Smith, 
He obtained, besides, similar loans 
from Messrs. Price and Co., bank- 
ers, but the precise medium of 
his introduction to them does not 
appear. He formed, also about the 
same period, a connexion with 
Messrs. William and James Mor- 
gan themselves, in the course of 
which he obtained, through their 
agency as brokers, very numerous, 
frequent, and large advances, the 
dates and amounts of which, and 
the average rates of interest 
charged by the lenders (exclusive 
of any commission to Messrs. Wil- 
liam and James Morgan), are set 
forth in the account, pp. 315 to 
321. The nature of these deal- 
ings (which are explained at large 
in the evidence of Mr. W. Morgan, 
Mr. E. Morgan, and Mr. Cook, 
pp. 339 to 355) may be compen- 
diously stated as follows : — Solan 
brought them, from time to time, 
instruments purporting to be Ex- 
chequer-bills (but, in fact, received 
from Smith) ; and on the deposit 
of these in their own names, as 
the apparent borrowers (according 
to the usual custom of stockbrokers 
employed to procure loans), they 
obtained large sums of money, out 
of which, as from time to time 
directed by Solari, they purchased 
for him foreign bonds or shares, 
or paid Josses incurred by him in 
the stock-market. They also, from 
time to time, paid over to him 
large sums of money, and paid off 
the principal and interest which 
became due on the loans ; and re- 
ceived from him, on the other 
hand, large sums of money, and 
sold foreign bonds for him, and 
credited the same to his account. 
For these services they charged 
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the usual commission or brokerage, 
so far as the stock transactions 
were concerned; and were entitled 
by agreement, as Mr. W. Morgan 
asserts, to have also received a 
commission on the loans ; but this 
latter commission was, in point 
of fact, never charged or paid, 
owing, as he alleges, from a laxity 
in the mode of carrying on the 
account. These dealings lasted 
until the death of Solari, whicli 
took place in October, 1840, after 
which, Rapallo himself (who had 
previously done business with 
Messrs. W. and J. Morgan for 
some time as Solaris deputy daring 
his illness) was introduced to them 
by his widow and executrix as her 
friend, whom she wished to con- 
tinue the transactions carried on 
by her husband ; and between Ra- 
pallo as her agent, and Messrs. 
W. and J. Morgan, the same 
course of dealing was from that 
time accordingly pursued that has 
been already described in relation 
to Solari, and it terminated only 
on the public discovery of the 
fraud, which took place, as here- 
after more particularly stated, in 
October, 1841. During the whole 
of these transactions with Solari 
and Rapallo, Messrs. W. and J. 
Morgan profess themselves to have 
had no knowledge whatever (be- 
yond the slight introduction of 
Solari above noticed) of the mode 
of life, property, or connexions, of 
either of these parties, and to have 
received no specific account from 
them of Uie person or persons for 
whom they were acting; though 
it is stated by Mr. W. Morgan 
that be was told at the outset by 
S olari that “he hod a friend who 
was a large capitalist, and who 
would lend him money.** They 
also admit that they were never 
employed either by Solari or Ra- 


pallo to buy or to sell an Exche- 
quer- bill ; and allege that they 
themselves believed the whole of 
the bills on which the loans were 
obtained to belong to the rich 
friend of whom Solari had spoken, 
but of whose name they were 
never informed. This latter state- 
ment of course, implies that they 
also believed the confidence re- 
posed in Solari by his rich friend 
to have been transferred, upon his 
death, to his widow ; for they 
profess to have considered Rapallo 
as having always acted in the 
capacity of her agent only. 

Messrs. W. and J. Morgan, how- 
ever, were not the only parties 
with whom Solari and Rapallo 
carried on this kind of connexion. 
They had a similar account with 
Mr. W. Mariner, who held at the 
time the situation of Secretary to 
the National Brazilian Mining 
Company, and who had done busi- 
ness at a former period on the 
Stock- Exchange. Mr. Mariner 
having some acquaintance, as he 
states, with Solari (though with- 
out knowledge of his pursuits, ex- 
cept that he had speculations in 
the funds)., applied to him, as he 
alleges, for part of his brokerage 
business, ana was accordingly em- 
ployed by him, from April, 1838, 
to obtain loans on the deposit of 
Exchequer-hills : and Mr. Mariner 
accordingly entered into arrange- 
ments on the subject with Mr. F. 
T. De Berckem, a stockbroker 
and member of the Stock-Ex- 
change, by whose intervention (as 
agent nominally for Mr. Mariner, 
but with knowledge that the lat- 
ter was employed by Solari and 
Rapallo) all the loans were pro- 
cured, Mr. Mariner and Mr. De 
Berckem dividing the remunera- 
tion, which was at the regular 
and customary rate of halt per 
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cent, per annum, between them. 
Through this channel, in addition 
to that of Messrs. W. and J. 
Morgan, Solari, and (after him) 
Rapallo, succeeded in depositing 
from time to time, with different 
parties, large masses of the bills 
received from Smith ; and con- 
ducted at the same time, through 
the same medium, extensive specu- 
lations, by way of purchase and 
otherwise, in the stock and share 
market. The nature of all these 
dealings will be fully collected 
from the accounts, pp. 356 to 358, 
and 417 to 425, and Mayo’s evi- 
dence, pp. 325 to 329 ; but they 
are so similar to those which have 
been already described, in the case 
of Messrs. William and James 
Morgan, that to dwell upon them 
longer in this place would only 
lead to wearisome repetition. The 
most material points of difference 
aeem to be, that Messrs. Mariner 
and De Berckem charged commis- 
sion on the Exchequer-bill loans, 
as well as on the stock trans- 
actions; and that though they 
profess to have known nothing of 
Solari, except as above stated, nor 
of Rapallo, except as the agent of 
Solari, they represent the former 
as giving a somewhat more spe- 
cific account of his position than 
he is stated to have done to 
Messrs. W, and J. Morgan, and 
to have asserted that he was 
" connected with parties in Ma- 
drid and Paris, who were carrying 
on a large speculation in Spanish 
and other stocks.’* Messrs. Mari- 
ner and De Berckem admit, how- 
ever, that they were never em- 
ployed in any instance by Solari 
or Rapallo, to sell an Exchequer- 
hill ; and that they never received 
any information as to the manner 
in which the bills deposited were 

procured. 


These transactions of the con- 
federates with Messrs. W. and J. 
Morgan on the one hand, and 
Messrs. Mariner and De Berckem 
on the other, would appear to 
have constituted the principal 
means by which they carried the 
fraud into effect We find that 
the advances procured by Messrs. 
W. and J. Morgan, amounted in 
the aggregate from first to last to 
about 420,000/., and those by 
Messrs. Mariner and De Berckem 
to about 465,000/. ; and that there 
were hills in the hands of these 
parties or their depositaries, at one 
and the same period of time 
(namely, at the discovery of the 
fraud), to the amount of 330,000/. ; 
of which bills to the amount of 
161,000/. had come from Rapallo 
to the hands of W. and J. Mor- 
gan, and bills to the amount of 
161,000/. to those of Messrs. Ma- 
riner and De Berckem. It is also 
important to remark that among 
the transactions to which the 
161,000/. relates, there is one 
which involved deposits to a very 
large amount simultaneously ; for 
it appears on the evidence of Mr. 
W. Morgan, that on the 13th of 
October, 1841, Rapallo being then 
indebted to him in the amount of 
70,000/. and upwards, applied to 
him for further advances, to the 
extent of 60,000/. more ; which 
Mr. Morgan consented to procure, 
and, in fact, procured accordingly. 
There is, however, no proof tlrot 
Messrs. W. and J. Morgan and 
Messrs. Mariner and De Berckem, 
though both so largely concerned 
with bills proceeding from the 
same source, bad, as regards those 
bills, any knowledge of, or con- 
nexion with, each other. 

The evidence before us contains 
many additional particulars with 
respect to the parties just men- 
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tioned, which deserve to be well 
considered, bat which cannot be 
properly appreciated without pe- 
rusal of the examinations. There 
are, however, certain circumstances 
which occurred in the course of 
their transactions respectively, to 
which we think it right to invite 
attention in this place. 

First, it occurred with respect 
both to Messrs. W. and J. Morgan, 
and to Messrs. Mariner and De 
Berckem, some considerable time 
before the public discovery of the 
forgeries, to have bills placed in 
their hands respectively, by Ra- 
pallo, bearing a wrong rate of 
interest ; and Mr. W. Morgan 
admits that he became aware (in 
his own case) of the fact, being 
informed of it some time after its 
occurrence, by his clerk ; but 
states, that he did not consider it 
as a circumstance of suspicion. In 
the case of Messrs. Mariner and 
De Berckem it also appears that 
the fact was communicated to both 
those parties ; but Mr. De Berck- 
em’s clerk (Mr. Mayo), who dis- 
covered it, had a conversation on 
the subject with other persons, the 
particulars of which are stated in 
the evidence, and which may have 
had the effect, very naturally, of 
leading both the clerk and his em- 
ployer to consider the circumstance 
as immaterial. As to Mr. Mari- 
ner, he states a conversation 
between himself and Rapallo on 
the subject ; and that in answer to 
his own observation, that it was 
“ a very curious thing," Rapallo 
remarked “that they often made 
mistakes up at the office.” He 
asserts, however, that he conceived 
no suspicion or dissatisfaction at 
the circumstance. On the other 
hand, it is alleged by Rapallo, that 
Mr. Mariner was “ in a very great 
rage ” on this occasion, and wanted 


to write to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to complain of it as 
an official irregularity, but -that he 
was prevailed upon not to don 
by a representation which Rapallo 
made him that he €t might be de- 
prived of the agency if there was 
any stir about it.” The manner 
in which this statement is met by 
Mr. Mariner will appear m the 
examination, Q. 7,085—7,098. 

Another circumstance which oc- 
curred in the course of the trans- 
action of Messrs. Mariner and De 
Berckem was as follows:— Some 
of the hills received from Mr. 
Mariner had been deposited by Mr. 
De Berckem with Messrs. Ben- 
nison and Lennard, as security for 
money advanced by the latter j 
and on the expiration of the loan, 
in the latter end of 1840, or the 
beginning of 1841, he received 
back (as was supposed) the same 
bills he had left in deposit j but 
after a short period he discovered 
that eleven of them were different 
bills from those which had been 
deposited (though agreeing in dates 
and amount), the substitution hav- 
ing been made by mistake. Upon 
this discovery he reclaimed the 
original bills from Messrs. Benni- 
son and Lennard, but they were 
not in a condition to return them, 
having in the meantime passed 
them away by inadvertence to 
another party, Mr. Cutting. Mr. 
De Berckem upon this applied to 
Mr. Cutting, but found that he 
had negociated them in his turn 
to a party by whom they had been 
sold. Mr. De Berckem then con- 
ferred on the subject with bis bro- 
ther, Henry De Berckem (who 
occasionally assisted him in bust* 
ness) , and expressed his anxiety to 
recover his bills; and upon the 
suggestion of the latter, that it 
was possible to trace them out, 
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requested him to do so, and pro- 
mised to remunerate him for his 
trouble. Mr. H. De Berckem ac- 
cordingly undertook the search, 
and with great difficulty succeeded; 
and received from Mr. De Berckem 
for this service the sum of 50/. , 
which was charged in account to 
Mr. Mariner, and by him charged 
in turn to Rapallo. A further 
statement of these circumstances 
will be found at Q. 2,537, 2,762, 
3,150, 5,821, 5,597, 6,831 ; the 
explanation given by De Berckem 
at Q. 5,788, 5,789 ; and that by 
Mariner, Q. 6,336. It may, per- 
haps, be material to remark, that 
at the time of the recovery of 
these bills the period for their 
exchange was dose at hand, and 
that they had been actually ad- 
vertised. 

We may now pass from the 
manner in which the fraud was 
carried on to the circumstances 
which attended its discovery. On 
the 19th of October, 1841, Mr. 
De Berckem employed a person to 
borrow 10,000/. for him on the de- 
posit of Exchequer-bills, for three 
months, at 6 per cent. ; and this 
appeared so remarkable in all its 
circumstances to a member of the 
Stock Exchange, to whom appli- 
cation was made for the loan, and 
who had just lent money on a 
similar deposit at 4 per cent., that 
he conferred upon it with several 
parties, and after reflecting on the 
whole that had come to his know- 
ledge, thought it right to enter 
into communication on the subject 
with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. This led to further in- 
quiry, and to the discovery that 
certain hills deposited by Mr. De 
Berckem on loan in 1839 (and of 
which the numbers had been pre- 
served by the lender) were forge- 
ries. Under these circumstances, 
Vol. LXXXIII. 


Mr. De Berckem was sent for by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and gave up some of the hills then 
in his hands ; and these being as- 
certained, by comparison with the 
counterfoils, to be forged, Mr. 
Smith was, on the 25th of October 
following, taken into custody ; 
from which period it may conse- 
quently be considered that the 
existence of the fraud became fully 
known to the public. 

On the 29th of October follow- 
ing an official advertisement was 
published, announcing that hills sent 
into the Exchequer would there be 
examined with their counterfoils, 
in order to ascertain their genuine- 
ness. A large portion of the forged 
bills were, in compliance with this 
notice, sent in, and examined, and 
detained, as not agreeing with the 
counterfoils. Others were kept 
back by the holders under circum- 
stances which appear in the cor- 
respondence set forth in various 
parts of the evidence ; hut to this 
subject we do not feel it necessary 
to advert more particularly, there 
being in our opinion (formed upon 
mature consideration of the evi- 
dence) no reason for imputing any 
improper motive to these parties, 
however questionable their course 
may have been in point of dis- 
cretion. 

Other portions of the forged 
bills had, prior to the notice in the 
Gazette , but after the fraud had 
in some measure become public, 
been carried in to the Bank of 
England to be funded, there hap- 
pening to he at that time a fund- 
ing of Exchequer-bills in operation ; 
and it appears that almost the 
whole of the forged bills so dealt 
with were sent in by persons who 
by that time had had reason to 
entertain doubts of their genuine- 
ness, having regard to the quarter 
2 N 
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whence they came. This carries 
with it, on the first impression, an 
unfavourable aspect ; but, after 
taking much pains to probe the 
matter, we are fully convinced, 
upon the evidence, that the parties 
taking this course were conscious 
of no impropriety in the proceed- 
ing. There was no other mode 
until the next exchange, in March, 
of tendering the documents to your 
Majesty’s Government for pay- 
ment ; and they conceived them- 
selves to have a right, under such 
circumstances, to avail themselves 
of the opportunity of making the 
tender in that way. As to the 
result of the experiment, it varied 
according to the period of time at 
which the bill was brought into 
the Bank. In the afternoon of the 
27th of October a letter had been 
received by the Deputy-Governor 
from the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, suggesting that more than 
common vigilance should be used 
with regard to any Exchequer- bills 
that might be presented ; and, in 
compliance with this intimation, 
all bills brought in after the 27th 
were detained and sent up to the 
Exchequer for inspection, so that 
the operation of funding, with 
respect to the forged bills, was in 
every case ultimately suspended. 
But, from the 23rd to the 27th 
inclusive, such forged bills as were 
presented were actually received 
by the Bank, and converted into 
stock in the usual course ; and 
being afterwards sent up to the 
Paymaster’s-office (as the law re- 
quires), were there also accepted 
as genuine, the Bank receiving 
from the Paymasters the discharge 
usuallv given in such cases. Jn 
every instance, however, in which 
stock was thus obtained, a letter 
has been since sent by the Bank of 


England to the party who funded 
the bill, apprising him that it 
would not be received in payment 
of his subscription. ^ 

Having thus endeavoured to lay ^ 

before your Majesty, in a summary 
but comprehensive form, the gene* * 
ral history of the fraud in question, ® 
we shall devote the remainder of 10 
our report to the specific conn- m 
deration of the several bills which 
are the subject of the present in- m 
quiry, and of the cases of their m 
respective holders. And, first, we ^ 

have to remark, that the great ^ 
majority of these bills are the ^ 
subjects of claim (so far, at least, ** 
as forged instruments are capable of ^ 

being so considered), that is, there ^ 
are persons who claim to hold then ‘P 6 
either as their absolute property; ^ 

or as securities for money advanced; ^ 
but that there are other bills m 
which no person now claims to ^ 
hold, though some mention has ' 
been made of expenses incurred by , ‘f 
the party in whose possession they ■ ^ 
were found, and of his intention I 
to memorialize your Majesty’s 
Treasury on that subject. We ^ 
shall advert in the first place, and | ^ 
principally, to the former class of pi 
bills, and shall trace each hfll or , 4 
set of bills (as the case may be) in pn 
a retrospective series, commencing 
with the claimant and ending with A 

Rapallo. 10 

[The Report proceeds, accord- « 

ingly, to investigate the rircum* d 

stances under which the successive A 

holders came to the possession, and k 

to distinguish the different de- a 

grees of innocence or criminality « 

of each. It is needless to give . a 
these details, as the Report itself | « 
may be readily referred to by any . j 
reader desirous of the particular 1 » 
information.] I ' 
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THE NIGER EXPEDITION. 


The greet measure of Slave 
Emancipation in the British Colo- 
nies, the lar^e sum appropriated to 
the extinction of that gigantic 
crime, and the other indirect sacri- 
fices to which the British nation 
cheerfully submitted as a conse- 
quence of that measure, have given 
eminent proof that the people of this 
country are not only universally 
animated by a conviction of the 
iniquity of the system, but were 
resolved, by every means, active 
not less than passive, to wipe away 
the stain from every part of the 
British polity and dominion. To 
a people thus possessed of the will 
to do and to suffer in this great 
matter, it became but a natural 
consequence that, having proceeded 
thus far, they should extend their 
views, and by striking at the root 
of the evil, persuade or compel 
those nations whom interest or 
convenience yet induced to hold 
their fellow-beings in bondage, by 
every means that international 
law would permit, to forbid the 
participation of their subjects in 
the inhuman traffic, and if im- 
practicable to induce them to take 
steps equally decisive for the 
abolition of Slavery itself, yet 
to abolish that more detestable 
and inhuman part of it, the pur- 
chase of Slaves on the coast of 
Africa, with its accompanying hor- 
rors. The British Government, 
sincerely convinced in itself of the 
original wickedness of the system, 
as well as urged to the execution 
of the duty by that portion of the 
public, which from benevolent and 
religious motives takes a peculiar 
interest in the subject, and sup- 
ported by the general opinion of 


the people, has for a long period 
exerted itself strenuously to pro- 
cure the destruction of the system, 
and where international rights in- 
terfered to thwart their endeavours, 
at least to mitigate its horrors. 
Thus, a large armament cruizing 
perpetually on those coasts of 
Africa on which the Slave-trade 
chiefly prevails, and traversing 
the tracks of vessels engaged in 
the traffic, has been for many 
years maintained at a vast ex- 
pense, and encouraged by extensive 
bounties ; while treaties have been 
set on foot and pressed by granting 
or withholding advantages, when- 
ever opportunity seemed to offer 
io our negociations with Slave- 
holding states. By these means 
much progress has been made in 
this Christian warfare, and large 
rights of interference and pre- 
vention acquired. Unhappily, how- 
ever, these benevolent views are 
in a great degree thwarted by un- 
foreseen consequences. The Por- 
tuguese and Spanish nations in 
South America, the southern 
provinces of the United States, 
Cuba, and other portions of the 
American world, are too deeply 
interested in Slavery to take a sin- 
cere part in the designs of the 
British Government ; and while 
the latter have succeeded, in most 
instances, in pressing upon the 
governments treaties for the abo- 
lition of that part of it which 
consists in the importation of 
Africans, they are too weak to 
compel, and the people too inter- 
ested to assist in the determination 
of the detestable trade— thus, the 
proprietors and cultivators of these 
countries stiU continue to tear 
2 N 2 
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the unhappy Africans from their 
homes, and the exertions of the 
British cruizers have only had the 
effect of raising the value of such 
slaves as are actually landed, so 
that the profits of the slave-dealers 
are increased so enormously that 
the trade is carried on with a perse- 
verance and recklessness that defy 
all efforts to prevent it— with this 
additional evil, that the illegality 
of the trade and the danger of con- 
ducting it, have given rise to a 
cruelty in procuring, and a dis- 
regard of life in carrying the un- 
fortunate captives, which were not 
found while the trade was not 
subject to such chances — the sole 
object of the dealers being to 
run so many vessels crowded with 
slaves, that some, at least, must 
escape the vigilance of our cruizers 
— it being calculated that if one 
in three escape capture, or sur- 
vive the horrors of the voyage, 
the speculation will prove enor- 
mously lucrative ; and it seems suf- 
ficiently probable that not less 
than one hundred thousand human 
beings fall victims annually in the 
mere exportation. 

The British Government has, 
moreover, carried its interference 
still nearer the origin of the evil, 
by our colonies on the western 
coast of the continent of Africa; 
which being placed in the centre 
of those Negro kingdoms whose 
rulers were the most active in 
.warring on their neighbours for 
the purpose of selling their pri- 
soners, have by civil force on the 
one hand, and moral influence 
on the other, put an end to the 
Slave-trade, not only along the 
shores actually occupied, but along 
a still greater extent possessed by 
native rulers ; and it has still 
further extended its beneficent 
exertions among the petty kings 


not under the fear of the colo- 
nial governors, partly by pre- 
sents, partly by encouraging trade 
and the wealth to be derived 
from it: nor has the Govern- 
ment been at ail chary of its 
dignity in promoting these Chris- 
tian aims, the sovereigns of 
these realms knowing well that 
their real dignity could suffer no 
tarnish by entering into treaties 
offensive and defensive, even with 
such naked potentates as Ring 
Boy and King Brass, upon such 
humane designs. 

Extensive, however, as arc the 
advantages which have been achiev- 
ed by these means, the desired 
results are necessarily far from 
being obtained — the immense ex- 
tent of open coast, and particularly 
the innumerable river channels in 
the Bight of Benin, which it is 
equally impracticable to hold or to 
watch, and not less the possessions 
of the Portuguese and other na- 
tions directly interested in the con- 
tinuance of the trade, and whose 
participation is connived at by 
their governments, have all com- 
bined to render the efforts of the 
British Government ineffectual. 

Several societies, containing a 
large number of persons of the 
highest talent, rank, and fortune, 
for the express purpose of watching 
over the interests of the Africans, 
whether now in bondage, or as yet 
possessed of the inalienable birth- 
right of mankind, have been 
formed in England, to whose un- 
ceasing vigilance and disinterested 
exertions the above-noticed pro- 
ceedings are mainly owing — their 
connexions have been spread into 
the remotest districts, carried into 
the Continent of Europe, and 
raised advocates even in the very 
states where slavery exists, and 
where persecution follows the 
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avowal of any sympathy with the 
coloured races: in short, all na- 
tions, all conditions of men, and 
all forms of religious persuasion, 
have met in unanimity upon this 
common ground of humanity. 

To one of these associations our 
subject particularly refers— The 
African Civilization Society— This 
society, which had for some time 
highly distinguished itself in the 
benevolent exertions above speci- 
fied, had, in the year 1839, pro- 
pounded through one of its most 
distinguished members, Sir Fowell 
Buxton, a very enlarged scheme 
for putting an end to the Slave- 
trade, by promoting the civiliza- 
tion of Africa, by elevating the 
African mind, and developing the 
capabilities of the African soil ; in 
which Africa itself should become 
the principal scene of labour, and 
the Africans the permanent agents. 
Having communicated these views 
to her Majesty's Government, they 
received its most cordial concur- 
rence and active assistance. In 
December, 1839, Lord John Rus- 
sell addressed a letter to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury, in 
which, after recapitulating the 
fruitless exertions of the Govern- 
ment and the cruelties which still 
prevailed, his Lordship proceeded 
to state that her Majesty’s con- 
fidential advisers were compelled 
to admit the conviction that it 
was indispensable to enter upon 
some new preventive system, cal- 
culated to arrest the foreign 
Slave-trade in its source, by coun- 
teracting the principles by which 
it is now sustained. Although it 
might be impossible to check the 
cupidity of those who purchase 
slaves for exportation from Africa, 
it might yet he possible to force 
on those by whom they are sold, 
the persuasion that they are en- 


gaged in a traffic opposed to their 
own interests when correctly un- 
derstood. 

With this view it was proposed 
to establish new commercial ref- 
lations with those African chiefs 
or powers within whose dominions 
the internal Slave-trade of Africa 
is carried on, and the external 
Slave-trade supplied with its 
victims. To this end the Queen 
had directed her Ministers, to 
negotiate conventions or agree- 
ments with those chiefs and powers, 
the basis of which conventions 
would be, first, the abandonment 
and absolute prohibition of the 
Slave-trade ; and, secondly, the 
admission for consumption in this 
country, on favourable terras, of 
goods the produce or manufacture 
of the territories subject to them. 
Of those chiefs, the most consi- 
derable rule over the countries 
adjacent to the Niger and its great 
tributary streams. It was there- 
fore proposed to dispatch an expe- 
dition which should ascend that 
river by steam-boats, as far as the 
points at which it receives the 
confluence of some of the principal 
rivers falling into it from the east- 
ward. At these, or at any other 
stations which might be found 
more favourable for the promotion 
of a legitimate commerce, it was 
proposed to establish British fac- 
tories, in the hope that the natives 
might he taught that there are 
methods of employing the popu- 
lation more profitable to those to 
whom they are subject, than that 
of converting them into slaves, 
and selling them for exportation 
to the Slave-traders. 

In these views the African Civi- 
lization Society (by whom, indeed, 
they were suggested) fully con- 
curred, and the expedition men- 
tioned in Lord John Russell’s letter 
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was put in preparation, with the 
further object on the part of the 
Society, of forming such an esta- 
blishment in the interior of Africa, 
as would spread a knowledge of 
the arts of civil life among the 
Africans, and thus necessarily pro- 
duce a mighty change in the 
habits and ideas of the natives, 
and chiefly by forming an agri- 
cultural settlement in some well- 
selected locality, from which, as 
from a centre, the knowledge of 
that first step in civilization might 
be extended over a vast tract of 
that continent. 

The discovery of the identity of 
the great central rivers of Africa, 
generally known as the Niger, but 
now distinguished as the Joliha 
or Quorra, and the Chadda, with 
those innumerable channels known 
to navigators as flowing into the 
Bight of Benin, and of which the 
latter were thus ascertained io be 
the embouchures, gave a local 
direction to these schemes ; and it 
was resolved that the contem- 
plated expedition should explore 
these rivers from their mouths, 
aud having selected a fit spot, 
should there form the projected 
settlement. The locality fixed 
upon was that point formed by 
the junction of the Quorra and 
Chadda, about 300 miles from the 
sea, which was understood to afford 
every advantage of soil and cli- 
mate, while being placed at the 
apex of a triangle of which the 
sea was the base, the stream of 
knowledge would immediately de. 
scend among those tribes who were 
hiefly infamous for Slave-dealing, 
and the commerce necessarily pro- 
duced by such an European settle- 
ment passing through their ter- 
ritories, and the conjoined influeuce 
of the British cruisers on the 
epast, would both induce aud com- 


pel the natives to adopt other and 
more humane views of their in* 
teresL 

Accordingly, the preparations 
for the expedition were set on foot 
by the Government and the So- 
ciety respectively, with the great- 
est activity. As the purpose and 
the nature of the undertaking were 
new, the preparations likewise 
were of an unusual description. 
Three steam-boats of iron, adapted 
for the nature of the voyage, were 
ordered to be built by Mr. Laird, 
an eminent builder of Liverpool, 
himself an African traveller of 
reputation, and therefore well ac- 
quainted with the necessities of 
the expedition. Two of these 
vessels, the Albert and the Wil- 
ber force, were of large dimensions, 
being 136 feet in length, 27 feet 
in width, of 440 tons burden, and 
drawing with their engines, stores, 
fuel, and crew, no more than 4 
feet 0 inches water, and fitted 
each with two engines of 35-hone 
power. The smaller, named the 
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Soudan, intended for preliminary 
exploration, of 110 feet length, 
22 feet width, 260 tonnage, and 
only 3 feet draught, and fitted 
with one engine of 35-horse power. 
These vessels were all well armed, 
fitted with all stores most appro- 
priate to the country and climate, 
and manned with a force of 155 
officers and men. As repairs or 
refits to vessels of this description 
in such a country were manifestly 
impossible, the engines were all 
made of precisely the same detail*, 
as were the extra stores, so that 
in the event of accident, any 
damaged or broken machinery 
might be instantly replaced— the 

stores and rigging were in lihe 
manner identical — the vessels were 
amply supplied with medicines, 
and fitted with apparatus by which 
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a constant supply of fresh and 
purified air might be ensured — 
filtres for the water ; and, in short, 
with every contrivance by which 
the health of the crew6 might be 
promoted and the success of the 
expedition, so far as human fore- 
sight could prevent, rendered cer- 
tain. 

The command of the expedition 
was intrusted to Captain Henry 
Dundas Trotter; the other officers 
in command were Commanders 
William Allen and Bird Allen ; 
all officers well known for their 
enterprise and prudence, well ac- 
quainted with the African coast, 
and deeply interested in the views 
which had put the expedition into 
motion. On the part of the 
Society, neither pains nor expense 
were spared to make the success 
of the expedition commensurate 
with the hopes of its authors. A 
botanist, a geologist, a miner, a 
naturalist, a horticulturist, and a 
draughtsman, were severally en- 
gaged by the Society for the ser- 
vice. Vocabularies of the chief 
languages of Western and Central 
Africa, as complete as circum- 
stances would admit, — together 
with printed lists of inquiry into 
all subjects of . interest and im- 
portance, — and special directions, 
were prepared and put into their 
hands. 

On the part of the African Agri- 
cultural Association, a supply of 
fanning implements, stores, seeds, 
Ac., was embarked, and the care 
of this property, as well as the 
charge or superintending the model 
fann, to be experimentally esta- 
blished up the Niger, was en- 
trusted to a gentleman experi- 
enced in the process of West- 
Indian cultivation. 

Thus equipped and provided, 
and attended by the best wishes, 


and by the prayers, of thousands, 
the expedition left this country 
under the most favourable aus~ 
pices; and having reached the 
coast of Africa in safety, pro- 
ceeded to make up its complement 
of coloured persons in accordance 
with the original orders. The 
number on board the several ves- 
sels amounted to 302, of whom 
162 were whites ; 120 were 

Kroomen and other Africans ; and 
twenty were black labourers for 
the farm, from Sierra Leone and 
Liberia. 

The expedition entered the Nun 
branch on the 15th of August, 
and after a delay of six days at 
the mouth of the river, occasioned 
by the necessity of repairing the 
rudders, they commenced their 
ascent; on the 21st, they reached 
Eboe, without sickness, and con- 
cluded a treaty with Obi Ossai, 
the chief of that country, on the 
basis proposed by her Majesty's 
Government. 

From thence they proceeded to 
Iddah, which they reached on the 
2nd of September ; and there the 
first symptoms of the M river 
fever," as it is called in the de- 
spatches from the expedition, ap- 
peared. 

With the Attah of Iddah they 
concluded a treaty similar to that 
with Obi Ossai, and further 
arranged with the Attah for the 
purchase of a tract of land at the 
confluence of the Quorra with the 
Chadda, at a distance of 270 miles 
from the sea. Having reached 
this spot, the land was made over 
to them by accredited agents, and 
the site of the model farm being 
chosen at Mount Stirling, the 
stores were disembarked, and the 
business of the settlement im- 
mediately commenced. Nothing 
could exceed the kindness of the 
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reception given both by chiefs and 
people during the whole of this 
passage ; and at this spot in par- 
ticular, the natives not only wel- 
comed the formation of the settle- 
ment, but volunteered their assist- 
ance, in the labour of cultivation, 
for wages which did not amount 
upon an average to threepence a 
day. Having arrived at the point 
of permanent location, and landed 
that portion of their crew and 
stores appropriated to the settle- 
ment, the steamers proceeded to 
investigate the two rivers which 
here unite, the Wilber force enter- 
ing the Chadda, and the Albert 
the Quorra. Disease, however, put 
a stop to the further progress of 
the expedition. The ravages of 
the fever soon became alarming. 
On the 19th, the Soudan returned 
with the sick to the sea. Fortu- 
nately, on reaching the mouth 
of the Nun river, she fell in 
with her Majesty's ship Dolphin , 
to which she transferred the sur- 
viving invalids, thirty-six in num- 
ber, of whom eight died immedi- 
ately, twenty-two having already 
fallen victims to the climate. The 
accounts of the expedition she 
brought were most disastrous ; the 
force was reduced one- third, and 
the rest were so disheartened, that 
little hope of success remained; 
the blacks were the first to fall a 
prey to sickness on entering the 
river ; of the Europeans on board 
the Wilberforcc , fifty in number, 
not more than four or five were 
able to attend to duty, and the 
condition of the Albert was as de- 
plorable. 

On the 21st, the Wilberforce 
was compelled to abandon the pro- 
posed ascent of the Chadda, and 
to follow the Soudan , The Al- 
bert still pursued her course up the 


Quorra, and on the 28th reached 
Egga, fifty miles above the con- 
fluence, and 320 from the sea. 

Here the almost universal sickness 
of the European officers and sea. 
men, necessarily prevented her 
further progress. On the 5th of 
October, the Albert began to de- 
scend the river ; on the 9th she 
repassed the model farm, and find- 
ing all the Europeans ill, took 
them on board, leaving none but J 
coloured persons at the settlement 
On the 12th, she again readied 
Eboe, and was received with the * 
kindest attention by King Old. 

In the seaward voyage from the 
5th to the 13th of October, Dr. 

Me William, the only medical 
officer who was capable of attend- 
ing to the sick, voluntarily and 
cheerfully performed the further 
duty of steering the ship; and 
Dr. Stanger, the geologist, who, j • 
as such, was a mere passenger, ■ . 
undertook with equal energy the 
office of working the engine; and ; 
both were providentially strength- I 
ened to complete their new and . 
untried work. On the 13th, the 
Ethiopc steamer, under the com- 
mand of Captain Becroft, who had 
most generously ascended the river , 
for the purpose of rendering as- 
sistance to the Albert, met and j 
conducted her safely to Fernando 
Po, where the Wilberforcc had i 
arrived on the 1st of October: 
the sufferers on board the Soudan | 
having been previously conveyed 
to the Isle of Ascension. 

The following lists contain an 
abstract of the deaths of officers 
and men belonging to the expe- 
dition, after the departure of the 
vessels from England : and a state- 
ment of the number of days spent 
by each vessel in the Niger. 
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Albkst. 

W 1L.BKRFORCB. 

Son DAN. 

Number of days at the mouth of the 




River, within the Bar .... 

8 

9 

9 

Number of days up the River . . 

56 

36 

31 

Total number of days in the River 

64 

45 

40 


The death of Commander Bird 
Allen was, even amidst such an 
amount of suffering, the subject of 
the greatest regret : his high quali- 
fications as an officer, his benevo* 
lent disposition and sincere piety, 
had endeared him to a large circle. 
The other officers who fell victims 
to this unfortunate expedition, 
were Mr. Harvey, the master, 
assistant-surgeons Woodhouse and 
Nightingale, and Mr. Willie, mate, 
of the Albert; Messrs. Wakeham, 
purser, and Stenhouse, mate, of 
the Wilberforce ; Messrs. Mar- 
shall, surgeon, Collman, assistant- 
surgeon, and Waters, purser, of 
the Soudan; Messrs. Willmett, 
clerk, Wolfe and Kingdon, school- 
masters, and Dr. Vogel, botanist, 


attached generally to the expe- 
dition. 

The mortality' which has at- 
tended this undertaking is the 
more remarkable, that Captain 
Becroft has been on several trad- 
ing expeditions up the river in 
the Elhiopc , without experiencing 
similar disasters. During a voy- 
age of three months’ duration he 
lost but one white man ; and on 
another, but three men and two 
boys, notwithstanding that he was 
detained a long time in an appa- 
rently unhealthy spot, by the state 
of the river. 

As to the subsequent proceed- 
ings of the survivors, it is sufficient 
to state, that, undeterred by these 
calamities, they were anxious to 
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risk their lives again in pursuing 
the expedition, but the prudence 
of the authorities at home inter- 
fered, the men left at the settle- 
ment were withdrawn, and the 
design totally abandoned. From 
an expedition so eminently dis- 
astrous at its very outset, but 
little advantage could possibly be 
derived. A more accurate know- 
ledge of the navigation of the 
river, and a more intimate ac- 
quaintance with the habits, dis- 
position, and dialects of the natives 
on its shores are the sole results. 


— a small amount of knowledge 
for such a fearful sacrifice ! 

The African expedition will 
nevertheless remain a lasting 
memorial of indefatigable zeal 
and disinterested exertion on the 
part of its projectors, and of the 
sincerity of her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, in its endeavours to put an 
end to the horrors of the Slave- 
trade, and add another wreath, 
though a sad one, to the British 
nation, in its endeavours to ex- 
tend freedom and civilization to 
the oppressed Africans. 
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PATENTS. 


John Buchanan, of Glasgow, coach* 
builder, for certain improvements in 
wheel carriages, whether for common 
roads or railways. 

William Newton, of Chancery-lane, 
civil engineer, for certain improvements 
in the rigging of ships and other navi- 
gable vessels. 

Francis Burdett Whitaker, of Roy- 
ton, Lancaster, cotton-spinner, for cer- 
tain improvements in the machinery or 
apparatus for drawing cotton and other 
fibrous substances, which improvements 
are also applicable to warping and 
dressing yarns of the same. 

Thomas Robert Sewell, of Carrington, 
Nottingham, lace-manufacturer, for cer- 
tain improvements in obtaining carbonic 
add from certain mineral substances. 

William Henry Kempton, of Penton- 
ville, gentleman, for improvements in 
lamps. 

Henry Gnnter, of Cullum-street, Fen* 
cburcb -street, merchant, for improve- 
ments in preserving animal and vege- 
table substances. 

Henry Bessemer, of Perceval-street, 
Clerkenwell, for a new mode of check- 
ing the speed of, or stopping, railroad 
carriages under certain circumstances. 

William Lacy, of Birmingham, agent 
for certain combinations of vitrified and 
metallic substances, applicable to the 
manufacture of ornaments and the deco- 
ration and improvement of articles of 
domestic utility, and of household fur- 
niture, also applicable to church win- 
dows and ship lights. 

John Barwise, of St. Martin’s-lane, 
ch ronomete r-make r, and Alexander 
Bain, of 35, Wlgroore-street, Caven- 
dish-square, machinist, for improve- 
ments in the application of moving 
power to clocks and time-pieces. 

Pierre Armande le Comte de Fon- 
tainemoreau, of Skinner-place, Size- 
lane, for an improved machinery for 
carding and spinning wools and hairs, 
which he titles “ Filo Finisher. 1 * 

John Loach, of Birmingham, brass- 


founder. for certain improvements in 
castors, applicable to cabinet furniture 
and other purposes. 

William King Westley, of Leeds, 
flax- macbi nist, for certain improvements 
in carding, combing, straightening, 
cleaning, and preparing for spinning 
hemp, flax, and other fibrous sub- 
stances. 

John Barber, of Manchester, en- 
graver, for certain improvements in 
machinery for the purpose of tracing or 
etching designs or patterns on cylindri- 
cal surfaces. 

Angier March Perkins, of Great 
Coram-street, Middlesex, engineer, for 
improvements in apparatus for heating 
by the circulation of hot water, and for 
the construction of pipes or tubes for 
such and other purposes. 

William Hill Darker, and William 
Hill Darker, jun., both of Lambeth, 
engineers, and William Wood, of Wil- 
ton, carpet manufacturer, for certain 
improvements in looms for weaving. 

William Currie Harrison, of New- 
land-streef, Pimlico, engineer, for an 
improved turning-table for railway pur- 
poses. 

Charles Schafhaeutl, of Swansea, Doc- 
tor of Medicine, Edward Oliver Manby, 
of Parliament-street, civil-engineer, and 
John Manby of the same place, civil- 
engineer, for improvements in the con- 
struction of puddling, balling, and other 
sorts of reverberatory furnaces, for the 
purpose of enabling anthracite stone 
coal or culm to be used therein as 
fuel. 

Joseph Buonett, of Deptford, engi- 
neer, for certain improvements in loco- 
motive engines and carriages* 

John Cartwright, of Loughborough, 
manufacturer, Henry Warner, of the 
same place, manufacturer, and Joseph 
Haywood of the same place, frame-smith, 
for improvements upon machinery com* 
monly called stocking-frames or frame- 
work-knitting machinery* 

James Thorburn, of Manchester 
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mechanist, for certain improvements 
in machinery for producing knitted 
fabrics. 

William Ryder, of Bolton, roller and 
spindle-maker, for certain improved 
apparatus for forging, drawing, mould- 
ing, or forming spindle-rollers, bolts, 
and various other like articles in 
metal. 

William Henry Fox Talbot, of Locock 
Abbey, Wilts, esq., for improvements 
in obtaining pictures or representations 
of objects. 

James Whitelaw and George White- 
law, engineers, of Glasgow, for a new 
mode of propelling vessels through the 
water, with certain improvements on 
the steam-engine when used in con- 
nection therewith, part of which im- 
provements are applicable to other 
purposes. 

James Ransorae and Charles May, of 
Ipswich, machine-makers, for improve- 
ments iti the manufacture of railway- 
chairs, railway and other pins and bolls, 
and in wood fastenings and trenails. 

George Edward Noone, of Hampstead, 
engineer, for improvements in dry gas 
meters. 

George England, ofWestbury, Wilt- 
shire, clothier, for improvements in 
machinery for weaving woollen and 
other fabrics, and for twisting, spool- 
ing and warping woollens, also for 
improvements in the manufacture of 
woollen doeskins. 

John Rand, of Howland-street, gen- 
tleman, for certain improvements in 
machinery for the manufacture of frame- 
work knitting or hosiery. 

John William Neale, of William- 
street, Kennington, engineer, and 
Jscque Edouard Duyck, of Swan-street, 
Old Kent- road, commission agent, for 
certain improvements in the manufac- 
ture of vinegar, and in the apparatus 
employed therein. 

Benjamin Smith, of Stoke Prior, 
near Bromsgrove, butcher, for an im- 
proved apparatus for making salt from 
brine. 

Anthony Todd Thomson, of Hind- 
stieet, Mancbester-square, doctor of 
medicine, for an improved method of 
manufacturing calomel and corrosive 
sublimate. 

Thomas Clark, professor of chemistry, 
in Mariacbal College, Aberdeen, for a 
new mode of rendering certain waters 
(the water of the Thames being among 
the number) less impure and less hard 


for the supply and use of manufac- 
tories, villages*, towns, and cities. 

Joseph Maudslay, of Lambeth, Surrey, 
engineer, for an improvement in the 
arrangement and combination of certain 
parts of steam-engines, to be used for 
steam navigation. 

Laurence Kortright, of Oak Hall, 
East Ham, Essex, esq., for certain im- 
provements in treating and preparing 
the substance com roonlv called “ White 
Bone,’’ and the fins and such like other 
parts of whales, and rendering the same 
fit for various commercial and useful 
purposes. 

Joshua Field, of Lambeth, engineer, 
for an improved mode of effecting the 
operation of connecting, and discon- 
necting, from steam-engines, the pad- 
dle-wheels, used for 6team navigation. 

Anthony Theophilus Merry, of Bir- 
mingham, refiner of metals, for an im- 
proved process, or processes for obtain- 
ing zinc and lead from their respective 
ores, and for the calcination of other 
metallic bodies. 

David Napier, of Mill Wall, eogineer, 
for improvements in propelling vessels. 

Achille Elie Joseph So vitas, of 
George-yard, Lombard -street, mer- 
chant, for improvements in apparatus 
for regulating the flow of fluids. (A. 
communication.) 

Morris West Kuthven, of Rotherham, 
engineer, for a new mode of increasing 
the power of certain media, when acted 
upon by rotary fans or other similar 
apparatus. 

Goldsworthy Gurney, of Bade, Corn- 
wall, esq., for improvements in the pro- 
duction and diffusion of light. 

Alexander Parkes, of Birmingham, 
artist, for certain improvements in the 
production of works of art in metals by 
electric deposition. 

James Fumival, of Warrington, cur- 
rier, for an expeditious mode of unbair- 
i»g, mastering, and tanning various de- 
scriptions of bides and skins. 

William Jenkinson, of Salford, ma- 
chine-maker, for certain improvements 
in machinery for preparing and spin* 
ning flax, silk, and other fibrous sub- 
stances. 

John George Bodmer, of Manchester 
engineer, for certain improvements in 
the construction of screwing* stocks* 
taps, and dies, and certain otner tools 
or apparatus, or machinery, for cutting 
and working in metals. 

June* Anderson, of Neircastle-upon* 
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Tyne, engineer, for improvements in 
windlasses. 

Jonathan Beilby, of York, brewer, for 
improvements in brewing. 

Christopher Edward Dam pier, of 
Ware, gentleman, for improvements in 
weighing machines. 

Prank Hills, and George Hills, of 
Deptford, manufacturing-chemists, for 
certain Improvements in the manufac- 
ture of sulphuric acid and carbonate of 
soda. 

Henry Brown, of Codnor-park iron- 
works, Derby, iron-manufacturer, for 
improvements in the manufacture of 
steel. 

Lancelot Powell, of Clydach Work, 
Brecon, iron-master, and Robert Ellis, 
of Clydacb, aforesaid, agent, for certain 
improvements in the manufacture of 
iron. 

William Petrie, of Croydon, Surrey, 
gentleman, for a new mode of obtaining 
a motive power by voltaic electricity, 
applicable to engines and other cases 
where a motive power is required. 

Benjamin Rankin of College-street, 
Islington, gentleman, for a new form 
and combination of and mode of manu- 
facturing blocks for pavement. 

^ Alfred Jeffery, of Prospect-place, 
New Hampton, gentleman, for a new 
method of defending the sheathing of 
ships, and of protecting their sides and 
bottoms. 

Joseph Gibbs, of Kennington, civil- 
engineer, for a new combination of ma- 
terials for making bricks, tiles, pottery, 
and other useful articles, and a machine 
or machinery for making the same ; and 
also a new mode or process of burning 
the same ; which machine or machinery, 
and mode or process of burning, are 
also applicable to the making and burn- 
ing of other descriptions of bricks, tiles, 
and pottery. 

Miles Berry, of Chancery-lane, for 
certain improvements in machinery or 
apparatus for making or manufacturing 
nails and brads. 

Charles Thomas Holcombe, of Bank- 
side, Southwark, iron-merchant, for 
certain lubricating or preserving matters 
for wheels and axles, applicable also to 
the bearings, journals, or other parts of 
Machinery. 

Philemon Augustine Morley, of Bir- 
mingham, manufacturer, for certain 
improvements in the manufacture of 
8ugar-mouIds, dish-covers, and other 
articles of similar manufacture. 


Edmund Taylor, of King William- 
street, gentleman, for certain improve- 
ments in the construction of carriages 
used on railroads. (A communica- 
tion.) 

Joseph Woods, of L&und-place, Lam- 
beth, civil-engineer, for certain im- 
provements in locomotive engines, and 
also certain improvements in machinery 
lor the production of rotatory motion 
for obtaining mechanical power, which 
improvements in machinery are also 
applicable for raising or impelling 
fluids. 

William Lewis Rbam, of Winkfield, 
Berks, clerk, for certain improvements 
in machinery or apparatus for pre- 
paring land and sowing or depositing 
grain, seeds, aud manure. 

John Whitehouse, of Deptford, en- 
gineer, for an improved method of 
making boilers to be used in marine 
steam-engines. 

William Joest, of Ludgate-hill, mer- 
chant. for improvements in propelling 
vessels. 

George Bent Ollivant and Adam 
Howard, of Manchester, millwrights, 
for certain improvements in cylindrical 
printing machinery for printing calicoes 
and other fabrics, and in the apparatus 
connected therewith, which is also ap- 
plicable to other useful purposes. 

William Hannis Taylor, of Lambeth, 
esq., for certain improvements in pro- 
pelling machinery. 

Joseph Gibbs, of the Oval, Kenning- 
ton, civil-engineer, for certain improve- 
ments in roads and railways, and in the 
means of propelling carriages thereon. 

John George Bodmer, of Manchester, 
engineer, for certain improvements in 
machinery for propelling vessels on 
water, parts of which improvements 
apply also to steam-engines to be em- 
ployed on land. 

Edward Palmer, of Newgate-street, 
gentleman, for improvements in pro- 
ducing printing surfaces, and in the 
printing china, pottery- ware, music, 
maps, and portraits. 

Alexander Horatio Simpson, of New 
Palace-yard, Westminster, gentleman, 
Peter Hunter Irvio, and Thomas Eu- 
gene Irvin, both of Charles-street, 
Hatton-garden, philosophical instru- 
ment makers, for an improved mode of 
producing light, and of manufacturing 
apparatus for the diffusion of light. 

William Petrie, of Croydon, gentle- 
man, for improvements in obtaining 
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mechanical power, which are also ap- 
plicable for obtaining rapid motion. 

Sir Samuel Brown, knight, of Nether- 
byers House, Ay ton, Berwick, for im- 
provements in the means of drawing or 
moving carriages and other machines 
along inclined planes, railways, and 
other roads, and for drawing or pro- 
pelling vessels in canals, rivers, and 
other navignble waters. 

Joseph Gauci, of North-crescent, 
Bedford-square, artist, and Alexander 
Bain, of Wigmore-street, Cavendish- 
square, mechanist, for improvements in 
inkstands and inkholders. 

Miles Berry, of Chancery-lane, patent- 
agent, for a new or improved engine, 
machine, or apparatus, for producing 
or obtaining motive power by means of 
gases or vapours produced by combus- 
tion. 

William Walker, the elder, of Stand- 
ish-street, Liverpool, for an improve- 
ment or improvements in the manufac- 
ture of the detached lever watch. 

George Thomas Day, of Upper Bel- 
grave-plaoe, Pimlico, gentleman, for an 
improved apparatus for creating draft, 
applicable to chimneys and other pur- 
poses. 

John Henry Le Weux, of Southamp- 
ton-street, Pentonville, for an improve- 
ment in line engraving, and in pro- 
ducing impressions therefrom. 

Robert Stephenson, of Great George- 
street, Westminster, civil-engineer, for 
certain improvements in the arrange- 
ment and combination of the parts of 
Steam-engines of the sort commonly 
called locomotive-engines. 

John Chater, of Sis Town of Not- 
tingham, machine-maker, and Richard 
Gray, of the same place, lace-manufac- 
turer, for improvements in machinery 
for the purpose of making lace and 
other fabrics, traversed, looped, or 
woven. 

Willoughby Methley and Thomas 
Charles Methley, of Frith-street, Soho, 
ironmongers, for improvements in ma- 
chinery for raising, lowering, and mov- 
ing bodies or weights. 

William Losh, of Little Benton, North- 
umberland, esqr n for improvements in 
the manufacture of railway wheels. 

Natbaoiel Benjamin, of Camberwell, 
gentleman, for improvements in the 
manufacture of type. 

William Knight, of Durham-street, 
Strand, gentleman, for an indicator for 
registering the number of passengers 


using aa omnibus or other p tsssa ger 

vehicles. 

William Thomas Berger, of Upper 
Homerton, gentleman, for improve- 
ments in tbo manufacture of starch. 

Robert Mallet, of Dublin, engineer, 
for certain improvements in protecting 
cast and wrought iron and steel, and 
other metals, from corrosion and oxida- 
tion ; and in preventing the fouling of 
iron ships, or ships sheathed with iron, 
or other ships or iron buoys, in fresh or 
sea water, 

Andrew M‘Nab, of Paisley, North 
Britain, engineer, for an improvement 
or improvements in the making or con- 
struction of meters or apparatus for 
measuring water or other fluids. 

Charles Wheatstone, of Coodnit- 
street, gentleman, for improvements in 
producing, regulating, and applying 
electric currents. 

Benjamin Beale, of East Greenwich, 
engineer, for certain improvements in 
engines, to be worked by steam, water, 
gas, or vapours. 

Thomas Pepkston, of Arundsl-oUvet, 
Strand, Bachelor of Arts, and Philip 
Le Capelain, of the same place, copper- 
smith, for certain improvements ia 
meters for measuring got and other 
aeriform fluids. 

Andrew Smith, of BelpOr, Derby, 
engineer, for certain improvements is 
the arrangement and construction of 
engines, to be worked by the force of 
steam, or other fluids ; which improved 
engines are also applicable to the raising 
of water and other liquids. 

John White Welch, of Austm-Frisr*, 
merchant, for an improved reverbera- 
tory furnace, to be used in the smelting 
of copper, ore, or other ores which an 
or may be smelted ia reverberatory 
furnaces. 

Anthony Bernhard Von Rathen, of 
King* ton- upon- Hull, engineer, for im- 
provements in high-pressure and other 
steam-boilers, combined with a ne* 
mode or principle of supplying them 
with water. 

Joseph Ratclifle, of Birm«gbn«» 
manufacturer, for certain improvement* 
in the construction and manufoctare of 
binges for banging and closing doors. 
John Lee, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 

manufacturing chemist, for improve- 
ments in the manufacture of chlorine. 

James Warren, of Montague- terrace, 
Mile End-road, for an improved ms- 
chine for making screws. 


! 1 

k 

1 m 
I m 

' tp>! 


Digitized by Google 





PATENTS. 


659 


r i" 


ta 

m 

ue 

rjl 
■ ;2» 

If 

:,W 

j .‘t 

,** 

* 

0 

■* 


*0 

i* 

■JA 

jii 

A* 

* 

«# 

“0 

3 

V 

Jt 

SK> 

Ij6 l 

rt* 

* 

’J 

jji 

U 1 

'V 


i* 

£ 


William Craig, engineer, Robert 
Jarvie, rope-maker, and James Jarvie, 
rope-maker, all of Glasgow, in the king- 
dom of Scotland, for certain improve- 
ments in machinery for preparing and 
spinning hemp, flax, wool, and other 
fibrous materials. 

Samuel Brown, of Gravel-lane, South- 
wark, engineer, for improvements in 
the manufacture of metallic casks or 
vessels, and in tinning or zinking metal 
for such and other purposes. 

John Seaward, and Samuel Seaward, 
of the Canal Iron Works, Poplar, en- 
gineers, for certain improvements in 
steam-engines. 

John Harvig, of the Strand, gentle- 
man, and Felix Moreau, of Holywell- 
street, Millbank, sculptor, for a new 
or improved process or processes for 
sculpturing, moulding, engraving, and 
polishing stone, metals, and other sub- 
stances. 

John Thomas Carr, of the town and 
county of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, for 
improvements in steam-engines. 

Frederick de Molevns, ofCheltenham, 
gentleman, for certAin improvements in 
the production or development of elec- 
tricity, and the application of electricity 
for the obtainment of illumination and 
motion. 

William Walker Jenkins, of Gred, in 
county of Worcester, manufacturer, for 
certain improvements in machines for 
the making of pins, and sticking the 
same into paper. 

Edmund More wood, of Higbgate, 
Middlesex, gentleman, for an improved 
mode of preserving iron and other 
metals from oxidation or rust. 

Richard Whitaker, of Cambridge, 
machinist, for improvements in cutting 
the edges of books, and paper for other 
purposes ; and in impressing ornaments, 
letters, and figures on the binding of 
books and on other surfaces. 

Theophile Antoine Wilhelme Count 
of Hompeacb, of Mivart’s Hotel, Brook- 
street, Middlesex, for improvements in 
obtaining oils and other products from bi- 
tuminous matters, and in purifying or 
rectifying oils obtained from such mat- 
ters. 

John Gtafton, of Cambridge, civil 
engineer, for an improved method of 
manufacturing gas. 

George Wildes, of Coleman-street, 
merchant, for improvements in the 
manufacture of white lead. 

Joseph Drew, the younger, of 9aint 


Peter’s Port, for an improved method 
of cutting and rolling lozenges, and also 
of cutting gun-wads, wafers, and all 
other similar substances, by means of 
a certain machine designed by him, 
and constructed by divers metals and 
woods. 

Richard Else, of Gray’s-inn, esq., 
for certain improvements in machinery 
or apparatus for forcing and raising 
water and other fluids. 

William Fairbaim, of Millwall, Pop- 
lar, engineer, for certain improvements 
in the construction and arrangement of 
steam-engines. 

Miles Berry, of Chancery-lane, civil 
engineer, fora new or improved method 
or method or means of, and apparatus 
for, cleansing typographical characters 
or forms of type, after being used in 
printing. 

Oglethorpe Wakelin Barratt, of Bir- 
mingham, metal-gilder, for certain im- 
provements in the precipitation or 
deposition of metals. 

Joseph Garnett, of Haalingden, dyer, 
and John Mason, of Rochdale, machine- 
maker, for certain improvements in 
machinery or apparatus employed in 
the manufacture of yarns and cloth, and 
are also in possession of certain im- 
provements applicable to the same. 

Edward Loos deSchelestadt, engineer 
and chemist, and Etienne Sterlingoe, 
tanner, of Regen t’s-square, In the county 
of Middlesex, for certain new or im- 
proved machinery or apparatus and 
process for tanning skins or hides, and 
preparing or operating upon vegetable 
and other substances. 

Alphonse Ren6 Le Mire de Non 
raandy, of Red cross-square, Cripplegate, 
doctor of medicine, for certain improve- 
ments in the manufacture of soap. 

William Crosskill, of Beverley, iron- 
founder and engineer, for improvements 
in machinery, for rolling and crushing 
land, and in machinery to be used in 
the culture of land. 

William Hickling Bennett, of Ravens 
bourne Wood-mills, Deptford, gentle- 
man, for improvements in machinery for 
cutting wood, and in apparatus con- 
nected therewith, part of which may he 
applied to other purposes. 

Charles Louis Stanislas Baron Heur- 
teloup, of Albany-street, Regent’s- park, 
for an improved manufacture of con tinu- 
ous priming for, and improved mecba 
nism for the application of the same 
to, certain descriptions of firearms. 
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Luke Hebert, of Birmingham, for 
improvements in machinery for fulling 
woollen cloth. 

William Charlton Forster* of Bar- 
tholomew Close* gentleman, for a mate- 
rial* or compound of material* not 
hitherto so used for preventing damp 
rising in walls, and for freeing walls 
from damp, which material, or com- 
pound of material, can be applied to 
other purposes. 

George Shillibeer* of Milton-street, 
Euston - square, carriage - builder, for 
improvements in the construction of 
hearses, mourning and other carriages. 

William Bush, of Deptford, engineer, 
for improvements in the means of, and 
in the apparatus for, building and work- 
ing under water. 

Comte Melano de Calcina, of Nassau- 
street, Soho, for improvements in pav- 
ing or covering roads, and other ways, 
or surfaces; 

John Duncan, of Great George-street, 
Westminster, gentleman, for improve- 
ments In machinery for driving piles. 

Henry Bessemer, of Baxted House, 
Saint ftmcras, engineer, and Charles 
Louis Schonberg, of Sidmouth-place, 
Gray’s-inn-lane-road, artist, for im- 
provements in the manufacture of cer- 
tain glass. 

James Wbitelaw, engineer, of Glas- 
gow, and James Stirratt, manufacturer, 
of Paisley, Renfrew, for improvements 
in rotory machines to be worked by 
water. 

Jean Louis Alphonse Petigars, of 
Brewer-street, Golden-square, gentle- 
man, for improvements in the construc- 
tion of presses. 

Hugh Lee pAttison, of Bensham- 
grove, Gateshead, manufacturing-che- 
mist, for improvements in the manu- 
facture of white lead, part of which 
improvements are applicable to the 
manufacture of magnesia and its salts. 

Joseph Miller, of Monastry Cottage, 
East India-road, engineer, for an im- 
proved arrangement and combination of 
certain parts of steam-engines used for 
steam navigation. 

Joseph Clisifd Daniell, of Tiverton 
Mills* Bath, for improvements in the 
manufacture of manure, or a composition 
to be used on land as a manure. 

Benjamin Anigworth, of Birming- 
ham* gentleman, for improvements in 
the manufacture of buttons. 

John Jones, of Smethwick, Birming- 
ham, engineer, for certain improve- 


ments in steam-engines, and in the 
modes or methods of obtaining power 
from the use of steam. 

William Newton, of Chancery-lane, 
civil-engineer, for certain improvements 
in engines to be worked by gas vapour 
or steam. 

Moses Poole, of Lincoln’s-inn, gen- 
tleman, Cor improvements in fire-arms. 

John Bradford Furnival, of Street 
Ashton, farmer, for improvements in 
evaporating fluids, applicable to the 
manufacture of salt, and to other pur- 
poses where evaporation of fluids is 
required. 

Henry Davies, of Birmingham, en- 
gineer, for certain improved tools, or 
apparatus for cutting, or shaping metals 
and other substances. 

James Whitworth, of Bury, Lan- 
caster, manufacturer, and Hugh Booth, 
of the same place, machine-maker, for 
certain improvements in looms for 
weaving. 

Martin John Roberts, of Brynycaeran, 
Carmarthen, gentleman, and William 
Brown, of Glasgow, merchant, for im- 
provements in the process of dyeing 
various matters, whether the raw mate- 
rial of wool, silk, flax, hemp, cotton, or 
other similar fibrous substances, or the 
same substances in any stage of manu- 
facture, and in the preparation of pig- 
ments or painters’ colours. 

Thomas Holcroft, of Nassau-street, 
Middlesex, gentleman, for an improved 
portable safety boat or pontoon. 

William Golden, of Huddersfield, 
gun-maker, and John Hanson, of the 
same place, lead-pipe manufacturer, for 
certain improvements in fire-arms, and 
in the bullets or other projectiles to be 
used therewith. 

Thomas Macaulay, of Curtain-road, 
upholsterer, for certain improvements 
in bedsteads, which are convertible 
into other useful forms or articles of 
furniture. 

Robert Logan, of Blackheatb, esq.* 
for improvements in obtaining and pre- 
paring the fibres and other products of 
the cocoa nut and its husk. 

Robert Holt, of Manchester, cotton- 
spinner, and Robinson Jackson, of Man- 
chester, aforesaid, engineer, for certain 
improvements in machinery, or appa- 
ratus for the production of rotary mo- 
tion, for obtaining mechanical power, 
which said improvements are also ap- 
plicable for raising and impelling fluids. 

Henry Kirk, of Tavistock* square, 


HgitlzecTby VjUi Jle 



PATENTS 


561 


gentleman, for a substitute for ice for 
: skating and sliding purposes. 

William Brunton, of Neath, Glamor- 
ganshire, engineer, for an improved 
method or means of dressing ores and 
separating metals or minerals from 
other substances. 

Jules Lejune, of North-place, Cum- 
v her land - market, manufacturing - che- 

* mist, for a means of condensing and 

- collecting the sulphurous and metallic 
sapoure which are evolved in the treat- 

' ment by heat of all kinds of ores. 

• Job Cutler, of Lady pool-lane, Bir- 
mingham, gentleman, for improvements 
in the construction of the tubular flues 
of steam-boilers. 

r John Carr, of North Shields, earthen- 
ware-manufacturer, and Aaron Ryles, 
■7 of the same place, agent, for an im- 
proved mode of operating in certain 
processes for ornamenting glass. 

- Jesse Ross, of Leicester, manufac- 
turer, for a new wool-combing appa- 
ratus. 

Henry Davies, of Birmingham, en- 
! gineer, for certain improved machinery 

* suitable for applying power to commu- 
te ni«ite locomotion to bodies requiring to 

- he moved on land or water. 

William Edward Newton, of Chancery- 
J lane, civil engineer, for certain im- 
provements in the production of am- 
monia. 

" William Palmer, of Sutton-street, 

Clerkenwell, manufacturer, for improve- 
ments in the manufacture of candles. 
(Being partly a communication.) 

! John Garnett, of Liverpool, merchant, 
•* and Joseph Williams, of Liverpool, 
v aforesaid, manufacturing-chemist, for 
an improved method of manufacturing 
salt from brine. 

^ Edward Joseph Francois Duclos de 
A Boussons, of Clyne Wood Metallurgical- 
^ worlo, Swansea, for improvements in 
d the manufacture of copper. 

James Young, of Newton- le-Willows, 
« chemist, for certain improvements in 
& the manufacture of ammonia, and the 
t salts of ammonia, and in apparatus for 
combining ammonia, carbonic acid, and 
4 other gases with liquids. 

• John Squire, of Albany-place, Re- 
4 gent’s-paik, engineer, for certain ira- 
t provemems in the construction of steam- 
ti boilers or generators. 

4 John Vmables, of Burslem, in the 
county of Stafford, earthen ware-manu- 
-j facturer, anl John TunniclifT, of the 
t same place, bricklayer, for a new and 
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improved method of building and con- 
structing ovens used by potters and 
china- manufacturers in the firing of 
their wares. 

William Msinwaring, of York-street, 
Lambeth, engineer, for certain improve- 
ments in the manufacture of sugar. 

Richard Gurney, of Trewinnion- 
house, Cornwall, for a method of cut- 
ting wood and incrusting the same in 
order to present a sure footing for horses, 
and other purposes. 

Robert Wilson, of Sowerby Bridge, 
Halifax, currier and tanner, for im- 
provements in the manufacture of lea- 
ther. 

William Irving, of Princes-street, 
Rotherhithe, gentleman, for improve- 
ments in the manufacture of bricks and 
tiles. 

James Colman, of Stoke Holy Cross, 
Norfolk, starch-manufacturer, for im- 
provements in the manufacture of 
starch. 

William Henry Fox Talbot, of Lacock 
Abbey, Wilts, esq., for improvements in 
coating or covering metals with other 
metals, and in coloring metallic surfaces. 

Josiah Taylor, of Birmingham, brass- 
founder, for improvements in the con- 
struction of lamps. 

William Westley Richards, of Bir- 
mingham, gun-maker, for improvements 
in the construction of gun and pistol 
locks and primers for the discharge of 
fire-arms. 

William Ncilson, builder, David 
Lyon, builder, and Peter Me Onie, 
engineer, all of Glasgow, for a mode, 
or modes of, or an improvement, or im- 
provements in cutting, dressing, pre- 
paring, and polishing stones, marble, 
^md other substances, and also in form- 
ing flat or rounded mouldings, and other 
figures thereon. 

John Norton, of the Junior United 
Service Club, Regent-street, esq., for 
improvements in sheathing ships and 
other vessels. 

William Church, of jBirmingham, 
civil-engineer, and Jonathan Harlow, of 
the same place, manufacturer, for cer- 
tain improvements in the mode of 
manufacturing metallic tubes, and in 
the mode of joining them, or other 
tubes or pieces, for various usefiil pur- 
poses. 

Thomas Starkey, of Birmingham, 
copper cap-manufacturer, for improve- 
ments in percussion caps for discharging 
fire-arms. 

2 O 
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John Bould, of Overden, Halifax, 
cotton-spinner, for an improvement or 
improvements in condensing steam- 
engines. 

Antoine Jean Francois Claudet, of 
High Holbom, glass-merehant, for cer- 
tain improvements in the process or 
means of, and apparatus for, obtaining 
images or representations of nature 
or art. 

Henry Hough Watson, of Bolton-le- 
Moors, Lancashire, consulting-chemist, 
for certain improvements in dressing, 
stiffening, and finishing cotton and other 
fibrous substances, and textile and other 
fabrics, part or parts of which improve- 
ments are applicable to the manufacture 
of paper, and also to some of the pro- 
cesses or operations connected with 
printed calicoes and other goods. 

Ovid Topham, of Whitecross-street, 
engineer, for improvements in engines, 
machines, apparatus, or means for ex- 
tinguishing, stopping the progress of 
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fire in any room or part of different 
buildings which may have become ig- 
nited, such as noblemen or gentlemen’; 
mansions, houses, factories, store and 
warehouses, and consequently preset 
ing them from destruction, and pre- 
venting loss oflife. 

John Oliver York, of Upper Coleshill- 
street, Eaton-square, engineer, for im- 
provements in the construction of 
railway axles and wheels. 

Thomas Wright, of Church-line, 
Chelsea, lieutenant in the royal navy, 
and Alexander Bain, of Percival-itreet, Wi 
Clerkenwell, mechanist, for improve- 
ments in applying electricity to control 
railway engines and carriage*, to mark 
time, to give signals, and print intelli- ( 
gence at distant places. 

William Carr Thornton, of Cltck- 
heaton, machine -maker, for certaia 
improvements in machinery or appa- 
ratus for making cards for carding cotton 
and other fibrous substances. 




POETRY. 


LINES 

Written by L E. L. shortly before her Departure on her 
fatal African Voyage. 

(From “ Blanchard? s Life and Literary Remains of L. E. L. ) 

My own kind friend, long years may pass 
Ere thou and I shall meet. 

Long years may pass ere I again 
Shall sit beside thy feet. 

My favourite place !-r»I could look up 
And meet in weal or woe 

The kindest looks I ever knew — * 

That I shall ever know. 

How many hours have passed away 
In that accustomed place. 

Thy answer lighting, ere it came. 

That kind and thoughtful face. 

How many sorrows, many cares, 

Have sought thee like a shrine ! 

Thoughts that have shunn'd all other thoughts 
Were trusted safe to thine. 

How patient and how kind tjiou wert ! 

How gentle in tby words ! 

Never a harsh one came to mar 
The spirit's tender chords. 

In hours of bitter suffering 

Thy low sweet voice was near ; 

And every day it grew more kind. 

And every day more dear. 

The bitter feelings were assuaged, 

The angry were subdued. 

Ever thy gentle influence 
Call'd back my better mood. 

202 
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Am I too happy now ? — I feel 
Sometimes as if I were ; 

The future that before me lies 
Has many an unknown care. 

I cannot choose hut marvel too. 

That this new love can be 
More powerful within my heart 
Than what 1 feel for thee. 

Didst thou thyself once feel such love 
So strong within the mind. 

That for its sake thou wert content 
To leave all else behind ? 

And yet I do not love thee less— 

I even love thee more ; — 

1 ask thy blessing, ere I go 
Far from my native shore ! 

How often shall 1 think of thee. 

In many a future scene l 
How can affection ever be 
To me, what thine has been ! 

How many words, scarce noticed now. 

Will rise upon my heart. 

Touched with the deepest tenderness, 

When we are far apart ! 

I do not say forget me not. 

For thou wilt not forget ; 

Nor do I say regret me not— 

I know thou wilt regret ! 

And bitterly shall I regret 
The friend I leave behind, 

I shall not find another friend 
So careful and so kind. 

I met thee when my childish thoughts 
Were fresh from childhood’s hours. 

That pleasant April time of life 
Half fancies and half flowers. 

Since then how many a change and shade. 

In life's web have been wrought ! 

Change has in every feeling been 
And change in every thought. 
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But there has been no change in thee. 
Since to thy feet I came. 

In joy or sorrow's confidence. 

And still thou wert the same. 

Farewell, my own beloved friend ! 

A few years soon pass by ; 

And the heart makes it own sweet home 
Beneath a stranger sky. 

A home of old remembrances 
Where old affections dwell ; 

While Hope, who looks to other days, 
Soothes even this farewell. 

Strong is the omen at my heart, 

That we again shall meet ; 

God bless thee, 'till I take, once more. 
My own place at thy feet ! 


FROM “VIVIA PERPETUA” A DRAMATIC POEM, 

BY SARAH FLOWER ADAMS. 

Viyia Perpetua, daughter of Vivius a noble Roman of Carthage , 
has secretly become a Christian . 

ACT II.— SCENE I. 

Garden of Vivia Perpetua. 

Felicitas, (a Christian slave.) 

Felicitas. Yet pacing to and fro, and where so oft 
I’ve seen her glide about, or smiling wait 
To look upon some flower that pleased her fancy. 

A sorry chance for rest, methinks, have they 
Who hurry up and down for it. She stops ; 

What looks she at ? — the amphitheatre ? 

Hath she a mind to see the festival. 

And so forget ? She turns and comes this way : 

I’ll try and wile her from those troubling thoughts 
Back to her garden. 


Enter Vivia. 

Vivia. Saturus has come ? 

Felicitas. Nay, madam ; see, the season ’s coming onf 
The lilies here are struggling through the mould. 
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Vi vi a. Again another voice, and still reproach: 

They give green promise that their summer’s prime 
Shall waft sweet proclamation on the air 
Of Him who loved the lilies of the field. 

Inanimate things above their natures rise, 

To bear Him witness ; I alone am muto— 

Mute to deceive. 

Felicitas. Dear lady, sure to know 
A treasure safe one's own, it were enough : 

For me, I like to look straight in the eyes 
That think they have the rule of me,*- my thought 
Meanwhile, nor you, nor any are my master, 

Save only One above— the Lord of all I— 

Come let thy garden pleasure thee again. 

Vi vi a. There are too many thorns. Fclicitas, 

He wore them as a crown ; for me, alas, 

They are a wilderness ! O mighty Counsellor, 

Would that thy human self again wert here. 

To shew the way. 

Felicitas. But Saturus hath said, 

A blessing waits on those who do believe, 

Not having seen. 

Vivia* Sure they were doubly bless ’d 
Who Saw his face— who listen’d to his Words. 

O happy Mary, thou of Bethany, 

Give me but one of all those precious hours 
That found thee at his feet ! 

« Felicitas* Madam, but see 

How the buds open on the olive trees. 

Vivia. To breathe of blessings from the sacred mount. 
Look round, Felicitas— all bear Him witness : 

Yon fountain — was 't a fountain ? — nay, a well — 

Was hallowed by a promise, while He made" 

His wayside-rest in bann’d Samaria ; — 

What says that silver whisper ? Speak for Him 
Who gave thee living water. The free waves 
All chorus forth — We sing of Galilee : 

Of Him who said unto the world's fierce storms, 

As to our raging waters, Peace, be still ! 

The amphitheatre* e'en now it swelled 
Out of the dust, big with this history, 

That Christ did suffer death to give all life : 

Me life, that have not even voice for Him, 

While breathless things all utter forth his praise. 

Those marble forms within, do they not grow 
Intelligent with my oft-repeated vows. 

And seem to live again the noble deeds 
To emulate his life ? 1 idle as stone. 

Feu c it as* Dear madam, best go in— *tis chill, and see 
The light hath faded from the temple's height. 
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Vivia. The temple ?— yes, to the temple ! Standing there 
For the last time, will I unto great Joye 
Tell out my faith, and make renunciation. 

F EiiiciTAs. But think— 

Y IV ia, And act ! 

[ They enter within.] 


SCENE IV. 

Temple of Jupiter Olympus . 

Vivia Perpetua at an altar burning before a statue of the god. 

Vivia. — Lo ! where, all trembling, I have knelt and pray'd ; 
Where vow and sacrifice, at mom and eve. 

Shrouded in incense dim, have risen to appease 
The wrath, great Jove, of thy once-dreaded thunder,— 

Up to the might of thy majestic brows. 

Yet terrible with anger, thus I utter,— 

1 am no longer worshipper of thine ! 

Witness the firm farewell these steadfast eyes 
For ever grave upon thy marble front ; 

Witness these hands— their trembling is not fear — 

That on thine altar set for evermore 
A firm renouncing seal — I am a Christian ! 

Where are thy lightnings?— where thine awful thunder? 
Melted from out thy grasp by love and peace ! 

Hushed are those timorous whisperings of fear; 

Only sad Echo roaming through the; space. 

Lingers upon her way, again to catch 

Sounds fraught with joy, seld heard within thy temple. 

The shadows blacken, and the altar-flame 
Troubles them into motion. God of stone. 

For the last time, farewell ! and farewell ye. 

The altar where my childhood’s wreath was flung. 

Frail as the faith that claimed its dedication ! 

Yon niche, where an apart was sought, alone, 

From crowds that own’d no reverence for him 
They called their god — is still the god they name ! 

Unconscious treasury of tears, that oft 
Fell, like fast rain, upon those senseless stones. 

That, like yon image, then a deity, 

Lent no returning pity. Jove, give back— 

Give back those tears were shed in vain for thee ; 

Give back those trembling vows were made to thee ; 

Give back the sacrifice was made to thee,— 

That I may render all to that dear God 
Hath freed me from those agonies of fear 
Thou reckonest for worship. Oh ! to Him 
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Vows upward rise like springing flowers, from whom 
Sweet mercy first hath dropp'd the precious seed; 

And sacrifice, that ceaseth while it maketh, 

So much of love doth mingle with the deed ; 

And blessed prayer that wings the trusting soul 
At once into the Heaven where he dwells ; 

And while we hallow his Almighty name. 

Doth teach us say. Our Father. Hear me now : 

Hear, thou great God of love ; hear, blessed Christ ! 
Ye, dwelling not in temples made with hands. 

Up in the eternal greatness of the heavns — 

Bear witness, all ye myriads of angels. 

That, like to radiant stars, cluster in heav’n ; 

Thus, on my knees,— thus — thus, before the Lord, 

I solemn vow,— record it, all ye hosts,— 

Never again to come within this temple, 

Whate'er the penalty, or death to me, 

Or agony— worse death — to those I love. 

Upon my head so let it come, O God ! 


THE JACKDAW OF RHEIMS. 

{From the Ingoldsby Legends .) 

The Jackdaw sat on the Cardinal's chair ! 

Bishop and Abbot and Prior were there : 

Many a monk, and many a friar, 

Many a knight, and many a squire. 

With a great many more of lesser degree,— 

In sooth, a goodly company ; 

And they served the Lord Primate on bended knee. 
Never, I ween, 

Was a prouder seen. 

Read of in books, or dreamt of in dreams, 

Than the Cardinal Lord Archbishop of Rheims ! 

In and out. 

Through the motley rout, 

That little Jackdaw kept bopping about ; 

Here, and there, 

Like a dog in a fair. 

Over comfits and cates. 

Dishes and plates, 

Cowl and cope and rochet and pall, 

Mitre and crozier, he hopped upon all f 
With a saucy air, 

He perched on the chair 
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Where in state the great Lord Cardinal sat 
la the great Lord Cardinal's great red hat ; 

And he peered in the face 
Of his Lordship's Grace 
With a satisfied look, as if he would say, 

« We two are the greatest folks here to-day !” 

And the priests, with awe, 

When such freaks they saw. 

Said “ The devil must be in that little Jackdaw !" 

The feast was over, the board was cleared, 

The flawns and the custards had all disappeared, 

And six little singing-boys, — dear little souls ! 

In nice clean faces, and nice white stoles. 

Came in order due 
Two and two 

Marching that grand refectory through ! 

A nice little boy held a golden ewer, 

Embossed, and "filled with water as pure 
As any that flows between Rheims and Namur, 
Which a nice little boy stood ready to catch 
In a fine gold hand-basin made to match. 

Two nice little boys, rather more grown, 

Carried lavender-water and Eau-de-Cologne j 
And a nice little boy had a nice cake of soap. 
Worthy of washing the hands of the Pope. 

One little boy more 
A napkin bore, 

Of the best white diaper, fringed with pink 
And a Cardinal's Hat marked in permanent ink. 

The great Lord Cardinal turns at the sight 
Of these nice little boys dressed all in white : 

From his finger he draws 
His costly turquoise ; 

And, not thinking at all about little Jackdaws, 
Deposits it straight 
By the side of his plate. 

While the nice little boys on his eminence wait ; 
Till, when nobody's dreaming of any such thing, 

That little Jackdaw hops off with the ring. 

• * * * « 

There’s a cry and a shout 
And a deuce of a rout, 

And nobody seems to know what they’re about, 

But the monks have their pockets all turn’d inside out ; 
The friars are kneeling. 

And hunting, and feeling 

The carpet, the floor, and the walls, and the ceiling. 
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The Cardinal drew 

Off each plum -coloured shoe, 

And left his red stockings exposed to the view ; 

He peeps and he feels 
In the toes and the heels. 

They turn up the dishes, they turn up the plates. 

They take up the poker and poke out the grates, 

They turn up the rugs. 

And examine the mugs : 

But no ! — no such thing ; 

They can't find the ring $ 

And the Abbot declared that when nobody twigg’d it, 

Some rascal or other had popp'd in and prigg’d it. 

The Cardinal rose with a dignified look, 

He called for his candle, his bell and his book ! 

In holy anger and pious grief. 

He solemnly cursed that rascally thief ! 

He cursed him at board* he cursed him in bed ; 

From the sole of his foot to the crown of his head ; 

He cursed him in sleeping, that every night 
He should dream of the devil, and wake in a fright ; 
He cursed him in eating, he cursed him in drinking, 
He cursed him in couching, in sneezing, and winking; 
He cursed him in sitting, in standing and lying, 

He cursed him in walking, in riding, in flying, 

He cursed him living, he cursed him dying ! — 

Never was heard such a terrible curse ; 

But, what gave rise 
To no little surprise. 

Nobody seemed one penny the worse i 

The day was gone. 

The night came on, 

The monks and the friars they search'd till dawn ; 
When the Sacristan saw 
On Crumpled claw, 

Come limping a poor little lame Jackdaw 1 
No longer gav, 

As oil yesterday ; 

His feathers all seemed to be turned the wrong way ; 
His pinions droop'd, he could hardly stand* 

His head was as bald as the palm of your hand ; 

His eye so dim, 

So wasted each limb, 

That, heedless of grammar, they all cried, fi That's him 
That's the scamp that has done this scandalous thing ! 
That’s the thief that has got the Lord Cardinal's ring !" 
The poor little Jackdaw, 

When the monks he saw. 

Feebly gave vent to the ghost of a caw ; 
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And turned his bald head, as much as to say, 

" Pray be so good as to walk this way !” 

Slower and slower, 

He walked on before, 

’Till they came to the back of the belfry door, 
Where the first thing they saw, 

’Midst the sticks ana the straw. 

Was the ring in the nest of that little Jackdaw ! 

Then the great Lord Cardinal called for his book, 

And off that terrible curse he took ; 

The mute expression 
Served in lieu of confession, 

And being thus ooupled with full restitution, 

The Jackdaw got plenary absolution. 

When those words were heard. 

That poor little bird 

Was so changed in a moment, ’twas really absurd ; 
He grew sleek and fat ; 

In addition to that, 

A fresh crop of feathers came thick as a mat! 

His tail waggled more 
Even than before ; 

But no longer it wagged with an impudent air, 

No longer he perch’d on the Cardinal’s chair. 

He hopped now about 
With a gait devout ; 

At matins, at vespers, he never was out ; 

And, so far from any more pilfering deeds. 

He always seemed telling the confessor’s beads. 

If any one lied, or if any one swore. 

Or slumbered in prayer- time, and happened to snore, 
That good Jackdaw 
Would give a great u caw,” 

As much as to say u Don’t do that any more !” 

While many remarked, as his manners they saw. 

That they never had known such a pious Jackdaw ! 

He long lived the pride 
Of the country side. 

And at last in odour of sanctity died ; 

When, as words were too faint 
His merits to paint, 

The conclave determined to make him a saint ; 
And on newly-made saints and popes, as you know. 
It’s the custom at Rome new names to bestow. 

So they canonized him by the name of " Jem Crow !” 
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Accidents : two men suffocated at Lam- 
beth Palace, 7 ; Scott, the American 
direr, hung, 85 on Gloucester and 
Birmingham Railroad, 14 *, nine men 
drowned at Clare Island, IS ; at 
Vauxhall Bridge, 15 ; to H. R. H. 
Prince Albert, 22; on Grand Junc- 
tion Railway, 23; boat’s crew frozen, 
30; falling of two houses in Fleet- 
street, 30 ; man buried alive in St. 
Bride’s Churchyard, 34 ; at Dowlais 
Iron Works, eight men killed, 44 ; 
explosion of ballast dredger, 47 ; at 
Ashton Church, near Wigan, 55; 
Rev. Mr. Freeman killed, 62 ; at 
Rotherham, sixty-four lives lost, 62 ; 
at an ice- well, 63; on the Thames, 
three lives lost, 65; of steam-boat 
Erie, one hundred and seventy lives 
lost, 69 ; at Virginia Water, 72 ; fall 
of St. George’s Hall at St. Peters- 
burg!), 75; on Great Western Rail- 
way, 78; on North Union Railway, 
death of Rev. R. Joy, 78; on Bristol 
and Exeter Railroad, 82 ; London and 
Brighton Railway, four lives lost, 84 ; 
at the Victoria Theatre, 91 ; explo- 
sion of a steam-boiler at Manchester, 
seven persons killed, 91 ; Ensign 
Rusbbrooke drowned at Portsmouth, 
95 ; at Blythe, ten lives lost, 98 ; 
explosion of gas-works at Dundee, 
117; sudden death in railway-car- 
riage, 1 19 ; on the London and Brigh- 
ton Railway, 119; on the Great 
Western Railway, twenty- five persons 
killed or injured, 120; explosion on 
Bristol and Gloucester Railway, 125, 
126 

Acts, list of, public and private, for 
1841,393 

Antiquities, — Arabian antiquities in 
south of France, 16 ; head of a Roman 
standard found near Sidmouth, 18; 
petition of Jonathan Wild, 47 ; con- 
tract of Charles 1st, 50 ; relics of 
Rebellion of 1745, 57 ; on the site of 
the Royal Exchange, 118 
(See Shaksperiana) 


Apprentice Law — important decision 
109 

Argentine Republic, Treaty with, for 
suppressing Slave-trade, 454 

Artesian Well at Grenelle, 34 

Births, 143 

Blakesley, execution of, for murder of 
Mr. Burdon, 108 

Boulogne, completion of the column at, 
73 

British Association, meeting of, at Ply- 
mouth, 67 

British Museum, robbery of books at, 
97 ; number of visitors in Christmas 
week, 124 

Buckingham Palace, third intrusion of 
the boy Jones at, 36 

Byron, Lord Byron's servant, Mustapha 
AH, brought up at Queen-square, 68 

Canada — Legislative Union carried into 
effect by Lord Sydenham: his Ad- 
dress to the Legislative Council; and 
sudden death, [31 9] ; documents illus- 
trative of the affairs of, 431 

Canton : the fortsatthe Bogue destroyed, 

[278] ; passage of the river forced 
up to and above Canton ; the forts 
and batteries destroyed, and the city 
at our mercy, [278] ; city saved by 
the extraordinary convention of Capt. 
Elliot, [283] 

Census, the, for 1S41, 412 

Cheese, enormous, presented to the 
Queen, 7 

China — Unhealthiness ofChusan,[276J; 
expedition sails to the gulf of Peche- 
lee ; Captain Elliot cajoled into sail- 
ing back to Canton, [277]; nego- 
ciations being protracted, active 
operations resolved on : destruction 
of the Bogue forts, [278] ; truce ; 
insincere ; operations renewed ; pas- 
sage of the river forced up to Can- 
ton, destruction of the forts and 
batteries ; Canton at our mercy, 

[279] ; extraordinary convention of 
Captain Elliot, [283] ; disappoint- 
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China— continue/ 

men t of the chief officers; Captain 
Elliot superseded [283] ; Despatches 
illustrative of the war with : destruc- 
tion of the Bogue Forts, 468 ; 
forcing Canton river, 478 ; capture 
of Canton, 493 ; terms of agreement 
with the Chinese officers in Can- 
ton, 513; rocket practice in, 43; 
narratives from, 85, 102 ; news from, 
through United States, 76 ; inter- 
esting Chinese flag at Cossey in Nor- 
folk, 50 ; a returned ball, 52* 

Church Rates— Mr. Easthope^s reso- 
lution: negatived, [82]; his bill 
read first time, and dropped, [82] 
Churches, new, 41 

Chusan, great mortality of the British 
troops at, [276] ; statement of, 21 
Collisions at Sea— the Robert and Hmi» 
ter y 15; the Governor Fenner , one 
hundred and twenty-two lives lost, 
25; the Mary Scott , nine lives lost, 
49 ; the John of Riga and the Pros - 
peralor, eight lives lost, 66 
Commi688ion of Lunacy on Richard 
Weeks, a pensioner of Greenwich 
Hospital, 122 

Confidence — Sir R. Peel's motion of 
want of confidence, see Parliament 
Cooper, Sir Astley, his funeral, 29 
Copyright Bill— Mr. Serjeant Talfourd’s 
Bill thrown out, [89] 

Corn-laws— proposed alteration in, [90, 
92] ; discussion in the Lords ; public 
excitement, [115] 

Coroner's Inquests — on a child, 10 ; on 
Thomas Hinraan, 26 ; on William 
West, 30 ; at Windsor, on Lieut. 
Ellis, 32 ; on George Veitch, 80 ; on 
Sir Francis Chantrey, 111 ; on Lady 
Lucy Forrester, 111 ; on Philip 
Courtenay, esq. 115; on Mr. R. J. 
Greenlaw, 116. 

Darmes, the regicide, execution of, 60 
D’Aumale, attempt to assassinate the 
Due de, by Quenisset, [250] 

Deaths. 

Abernethy, Jas. 177 ; Alexander, 
Right Rev. N. (Bishop of Meath), 
172; Alsager, Rich., (M.P.), 181; 
Amesbury, Lady, 197 ; Anderson, 
Dr. 188; Anhalt-Bernbiirg- Schaum- 
burg, Princess, 188; Annesley, A. 
182; Anstrutber, Lady, 195; Arabin, 
Seijeant, 239 ; Arbuthnot, Hon. Jean, 
223; Audouin, 238 
Baillie, Geo. 238; Barnes, Tho- 
mas, 201 ; Barr£re, Bertrand, 178 ; 
Barrie, Adm. Sir R. 208 ; Barring- 


D eath s —eon tinned, 
ton, Viscountess, 189; Bauer, F. 
175; Bawden. Mrs. 212; Bayntun, 
Adm. Sir H. W. 176; Bayley, Right 
Hon. Sir J, 225 ; Beaumont, Barber, 
202; Beckwith, Lady Mary, 210; 
Beltz, G. F. 228; Bennet, Hon. 
Gertrude, 183; Bennett, G. 229; 
Beresford, Lord James, 199 ; Beres- 
ford, Rev. J. 172; Beresford, Right 
Rev. G. de la Poer, (Bishop of Kil- 
more and Armagh), 227 ; Bergatni, 
192 ; Berkeley, Hon. Augusta, 200; 
Biddulph, Sir T. 21 4 ; Birch, Samuel, 
238; Birckbeck, Dr. 238; Blag- 
don, J. 174; Blair, James, 219; 
Booth, Lieut- Col. 201 ; Bramah, 
Fras. 175; Breton, Robt. 177; 
Bridgman, Col. 200; Broke, Adm. 
Sir P. de V. 179; Brown, Edward, 
201 ; Browne, Dr. Jas. 197; Bruce, 
Sir Stewart, 191 ; Buck, J. P. 223 ; 
Bush, Geo. 229 

Calvert, Nicholson, 196 ; Cam- 
bridge, Rev. G. O. 200; Camp- 
bell, Admiral Sir P. 214; Canning, 
Hen. 185 ; Cannizzaro, Duchess of, 
180; Carpenter, Rev. J. P. 217; 
Carr, Right Rev. R. J. (Bishop of 
Worcester), 199 ; Carr, Ann, 181 ; 
Carrick, Dow. 'Countess of, 215 ; 
Catalan, Cardinal,19l ;Cathcart, Hon. 
aud Rev. A. II. 225; Chantrey, Sir F. 
231 ; Chaveau Lagarde, 188 ; Chet- 
wynd, Lady, 213; Chitty, Jos. 187; 
Cline, Margt. 190; Cliiherow, Jas., 
227 ; Clonbrock, Lady, 211; Clon- 
curry, Lady, 210; Cludde, E. 174; 
Collingwood, Sam. 179 ; Conway, 
Lieut. J. W. 172 ; Conyngham, Lady 
Albert, 197 ; Cooper, Sir Astley, 
186 ; Corry, Right Hon. S. L. 199 ; 
Cotton, Captain Willoughby, 187; 
Courtenay, Philip, 238 ; Courtenay, 
Right Hon. Thos. P. 213; Cowan, 
Dr. R, 225 ; Cowper, Henry, 174; 
Crafer, Thos. 181 ; Creed, Lieut R.’ 
188 ; Cresswell, R. E. 192 $ Croker, 
Captain, R. N. 193; Cromie, Sir W. 
189 ; Crown, Admiral, 200 ; Cullis, 
Commander, 211 ; Curzon, Hon. 
Caroline, 202 

Dalyell, Sir J. 184; Dannecker, 
224 ; Dawson. Very Rev. R. H. 173 5 
Day, Alex. 181 ; De Pozzi, Mrs. 
221 ; De Molevns, Colonel Hon. E. 
214; De Candolle, 219; Denison, 
Mrs. L. M. 222; Dibdin, Thos. 
221 ; Don, David, 239 ; Donkin, 
General Sir R. S. 200; Downie, R., 
221 ; Drake, Lady, 222 ; Draper, 
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Deaths— continued. 

Hon . E. A- 197 5 Drury, Rev. H. J. 
T. 190 ; Dufferin, U>rd, 213 ; Pun- 
dm, Vice*Adm. Sir Thomas, 193; 
Dunlop, Capt. R. G. 189 ; Durham, 
Countess off 237 1 Dyer, George, 
1B9; Dyer, H.M.W. 202 

Edwards, Adm., 172; Edwardes, 
Sir H. 219; Egmont, Earl of, 240; 
Elgin, Earl of* 229 ; Ellis, D. 184 ; 
EUis, Lieut-Col. Hon. A. F. 519; 
Elwyn, W. B. 21 1 ; Evans, Rev. 
A. B.,2U 

Falmouth, Earl, 241 ; Fellowes, 
Admiral, 218; Ferguson, Gen. Sir 
Ronald, 195 ; Ferguson, Robt. (M.P.), 
175; Feuch^res, Barronne de, 183; 
Feversbaro, Lord, 213 ; Fitzpatrick, 
Lady Anne, 238; Fleming, Adm. 
Hon. C. E. 173; Forsyth, Hon. J. 
227; Fortescue, Hon. Mrs. 219; 
Fortescue, J. 1. 174; Fortescue, Earl, 
210; Fourdrinier, C. 185; Francia, 
241 ; Fraser, James, 224; Freeling, 
Sir G. F.,237; Frend, Wm, 188; 
Fuller, Lieut-Gen, SirJ. 227 ; Ful- 
ler, General, 203 ; Fust, Flora L. 


190 

Gaivini, Professor, 202; Gambit, 
Bartolomeo, 901 ; Gardiner, J. esq. 
174; Gascoyne, Gen. J. 218; Gil- 
christ, Dr. 181 ; Gleich, Jos. Aloys, 
189 ; Godwin, Mrs. *210 ; Goldsmith, 
Jos. 214; Gordon, Lady W», 223; 
Gordon. Col. G. E, H. 218 ; Gordon, 
Gen. Thos. 197 ; Gordon. Lieut.- 
General, 171 ; Gosford, Countess, 
211; Gould, Mrs. Elis. 215; Gre- 
gory, Dr. Olinthus, 185 ; Griesley, 


Lady, 178 

H&lkett, Capt, F. 178; Hall, 
Robt. 202 ; Hallyburton, Lord Doug- 
las G. 240 ; Halstead, Adm. Sir L. 
W* 199; Hamilton, Adm. Sir G. 
M, 241 ; Hansard, Luke Graves, 
200; Hare. Lady, 190; Harewood, 
Earl of, 231 ; Harrison, William 
Henry, (President of United States), 
194; Harrison, Sir G. 185; Har- 
rison, R. J. 229; Harrison, W„ 
224 ; Harvey, Adm. Sir Thos. 203 ; 
Hatfield, 183 ; Hatton, J. E. D. F. 
183; Hawkins, John, 213; Henley, 
Right Hou. Robert, 184; Heron, 
Major, 211; Hesketb,Mrs. A.M. 189; 
Hesse, Electress of. 185 ; Hewett, 
Comm. W„ 174 » Hill, “ Tom,'* 176 ; 
Hillier, Ueut-Colonel, 210; Hoare, 
Sir H. H. 215 1 Hodgkinson, C. E. 
172 ; Holmes, Capt. 183 ; Home, Earl 
pf, 227 Home, Lady, 203; Hook, 


Deaths— continued 
Theodore, 315 1 Hope, Dr. Jutes, 
202; Horton, Sir R. W,204; Hud- 
dart, SirJ. 193 
Ingram, John, 183 
Jackson, Dean, 215 » Jacob, G. 
240; James, Thos, A. 215; Jeretnie, 
Sir John, 199; Johnstone, Sir G. F. 
201 ; Johnstone, Sir W. 189 

Keener, Comm. 205 ; Kelly, Mai. 
20 8 ; Kemble, Elisabeth, 182 ; Kent, 
Comm. 194; Kil more, Bishop of. 227 
Lacy, Capt. 219 ; Laidlaw, Ja®e% 
214; Laporte, 223; Lascelles, Row- 
Icy, 192 ; Lee, Lieut-col. Sir F. G. 
229; Le Mesurier, Lieut 178; Le 
Noir, Mrs. E. 218; L’Huilliwr, 8i- 
mon, 166; Liddiard, Rev. W. 326; 
Lister, W, C, 223; litter, Mr*. 
193; Littrow, Von, 175; Lori,Per- 
cival B. 178; Lorton, Viscounfess, 
224; Lothian, Marquess 06 229; 
Lovegrove, S. 174 ; Lyster, Lisut- 
col. 202 

Macdonell, Mrs. Ropaldsoq, 196; 
Mackenzie, Sir A* J99; Madeboo. 
Mrs, 229 ; Malmesbury, Earl of, 221; 
Marlborough, Duchess-dowager of, 
194; Martin, W.F.W.194; 

Rev, R. 180; Maitland, Genu 210; 
Mathew, Lady Eliatbetb, 238 ; 
Maude, Sir J. A. 228; McGrsgsr* 
Sir E. J. M. 309 ; Me Grigw, 

Col. C. 190; McNerio. Dr, 312; 
Me Unwin, Mrs. Pcinoass, 184 » 
M‘Lean,Dr. 199; Meath, Bishop iof, 
(Alexander) 172 ; Meetkirke, Add- 
phus, 203 ; Melliti, Count Mint 
178 ; Melville, ViseounMM. 
Mcrriman, Thos. 202 ; Meux, &, *>• 
105 ; Michell, Brig^Her-Geeerirl h- 
T. 183; Molyneux, Lieut-CoJ., *»; 
Molyneux, Sir Thos. 237 i Molymux. 
Colonel, Hon. G. 218; Mow*. 
Prince de, 224 ; Monson, D>rd, 2x4, 
Moore, Mr. 177 i Morgue, Miw *• 
223 ; Mostyn, Sir E. 213; MoUW* 
Admiral, 203 ; Mountain, Mi *- 312 * 
Murat, M. 210 „ w 

Nares, Rev. E. 215 ; Nare*, G. w. 
A. 217; Netbercote. M. A. 183; 
Niemcewicz, 205; Noel, Francois, 
184; Notr. Rev. G. F.228; Norte, 
Capt H. 2)5 

O'Connor, James, 200; O’Neill, 
Earl, 192; Ongley Hon. S. H. 183 
Page, Rich. 187 » Partons, Rt. Hon. 
L 189; Paterson, Admiral, 190 » 
Pearsou, John, 197i Pechell, Captain 
G. 177; Pecbell, Dowager Udy 
Broke, 228; Peel, Jonathan, 215; 
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Deaths— con/muii/. 

Pennant, David, 211; Pennant, G. 

H. D. 175 ; Philipps, Thos. 229 ; 
Phipps, T. H. H. 214 ; Pierard, F. 
208; Pigot, Sir G. 210; Polwartb, 
Lord, 240 ; Pringle, Lieut.-General 
Sir W. H. 177 

Raitt, Captain C. B. 174; Reuss 
Kcestritz, Dowager-Princess, 178; 
Reynolds, Frederick, 197 ; Richard- 
son, Sir John, 191 ; Rickman, J. 
166; Rickman, Thos. 184; Riving- 
ton, John, 130; Roberts, Emma, 172 ; 
Rohan- Rochefort, Princess, 200 ; 
Romberg, Bernard, 214; Rose, Com- 
mander J. 175; Rothes, Earl of, 
190 

Sand ford, Folliott, 200 ; Savart, 
F£lis, 165; 6carpellini, Abb£, 178; 
Schiller, E. von, 203 ; Schinkel, K. 
F. 226; Scott, Admiral Sir G. 240; 
Scott, R. B. 228; Scriven, E. 2)5; 
Sen house, Captain Sir H. le F. 209 ; 
Senior, Mrs. Rebecca, 193 ; Sharp, 
Thos. 214; Shelburne, Countess of, 
189 ; Shepherd, Rt. Hon. Sir S. 174 ; 
Sirr, Major, 178 ; Skipworth, P. 21 1 ; 
Slyfield, Lieut.-Col. 219 ; Smart, 
Mrs. 191 ; Smyth, Lady, 177 1 
Smythe, E. J.214 ; Snodgrass, Lieut.- 
Col. 205 ; Somers, Earl, 178 ; Somer- 
set, Lady F. 203; Southcott, Com- 
mander, 205; Standi6h, Frank Hall, 
177 ; Stanley, Sir Thos. S. M. 215 ; 
Stopford, Mrs. L. 189; Storey, Lieut.- 
Col. 223; Stourton, Lady, 196? 
Strange, Sir Thos. 213; Stratton, 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir J. 173; Stuart, Hon. 
Lady, 185 ; Stuart, Admiral Lord G. 
187 ; Swiney, Commander W. 214 ; 
Sydenham, Lord, 222 ; Sykes, — 
205 

Tate, Christ. 192; Thomas, Rev. 
Sir J. G. 201 ; Thompson, John, 200 ; 
Tomlins, Sir T. E. 212 ; Treslove, 
T. C. 200 ; Throckmorton, Sir C. 

174 ,• Tucker, W. 219 ; Tuite, Sir G. 
21] ; Tytler, Miss Isabella, 201 

Valentia, Viscount, 191 ; Vavasour, 
Lieutenant H. F. 172; Von Littrow, 

175 ; Vyvyan, Lady, 184 

Walker, Lieut -Col. 175 ; Walker, 
Rt Rev. James (Bishop in Edin- 
burgh) 190; Welland, Rev. R. 211 ; 
Wells, Admiral Sir J. 230 ; West, 
J. B. 240; Westmeath, Dowager- 
Countess, 191 ; Westmoreland, Earl 
of, 238 ; Wharton, General, 221 ; 
White, Rev. Blanco, 203 ; Whitting- 
bam, Lieut-Gen. Sir S. F. 182 ; 
Wickham, Rt. Hon. W. 172; Wigram, 


Deaths — continued . 

Lady, 182 ; Wilkie, Sir David, 
205 ; Wilkinson, Rev. Watts, 175; 
Wilks, Jos. 208 ; Williams, Admiral 
Sir Thos. 226 ; Winchester, Mar- 
chioness, 192; Wyndham, William, 
222 ; Wood, Lady, 181 ; Worcester, 
Bishop of, 199 ; Worsley, Maj.-Gen. 
Sir H. 184; Wrottesley, Lord, 191 
Despatches — Despatches relating to 
the war with China; destruction of 
the Bogue forts, 468 ; capture of the 
forts on Canton river, 472 ; capture 
of Canton, 493 

Dick, Mr. Forbes, benevolent bequest 
by, 40 

Dover, encroachments of the sea at, 95 
Douglas, Captain, knighted for his con- 
duct in China, 39 
Driver, war-steamer, 12 
Dundee, fire at, the churches de- 
stroyed, 3 

Education — motion for appointment of 
Minister of, [83 — 85] 

East Surrey election, 25 
Election — Abstract and analysis of the 
result of the general, [147], 65; of 
Scotch peers, 71* list of members, 
unsuccessful candidates and state of 
polls, 132 

Elliot, Captain, chief commissioner in 
China: his extraordinary convention 
at Canton : be is superseded, [283] 
Emigration from Great Britain, 152 
English language, a Welsh jury ignorant 
of, 51 

Equity Dispatch Bill— -for creating two 
additional Vice-Chancellors ; eurious 
contest between Government and Op» 
position for the appointment ; Go- 
vernment defeated (138, 139]; Bill 
carried by Sir Robert Peel’s Govern- 
ment, [224] 

Espartero elected Regent of Spain ; bis 
activity and firmness in suppressing 
the insurrection in the Basque pro- 
vinces, [261] 

Financial measures— see Parliament 
Finance Accounts for 1841, 374 
Fires — Ship Veritas destroyed, 2 ; 
churches at Dundee destroyed, 3 ; 
Steam Navigation Company’s at 
Deptford, 8 ; in Tothill-street, 17 ; 
at Letterkenny, 19; Camberwell old 
church, 22 ; Winyard, 28 ; at Coin- 
brook, 31 ; at the Victualling Yard, 
Deptford, 31 ; South-Western Rail- 
way Station, Vauxhall, 37 ; at Great 
Western Railway Station at Bristol* 
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F SjTttWbitecbapel, two lives lost, 
46 • at Dunstable, twenty-one houses 
burnt, 62 ; at Exeter, three lives lost, 
52 • Astley's theatre destroyed, 53 ; 
at St* John’s, New Brunswick, 76; 
Derby town-hall burnt, 96 ; destru- 
tion of Kinmell Hall, 97; the Tower 
of London burnt, 99 ; in Blackfnars- 
road, two policemen killed, 107 ; of 
a firework manufactory, 108 ; at Man- 
chester, seven men killed, 117 
France— Situation of parties in France 
at commencement of year, [230, 2311; 
settlement of affairs of Turkey, the 
isolation of France, and expense of 
the paixarmee, render France less 
warlike, [231] ; addresses to the 
King on the jour de l f an in better 
tone, [232]; financial statement of 
M. Humann ; enormous deficiency, 

1233 236] ; condition of the Bank 

of France, [236] ; Condemnation of 
the Abb 6 de Lammenais for seditious 
libel, [236]; projects of the war 
party, [237]; French relations with 
Spain, [238]; project of fortifying 
Paris 5 report of Committee ; discus- 
sion in Chamber of Deputies ; e«- 
ceinte continuie and detached forts re- 
solved on, [238—247] ; M. Humann 
asks for credits; his expose of his 
views, [247] ; several journals prose- 
cuted for publishing forged letters of 
Louis Philippe, [248] ; execution of 
Darmls, [249]; a census ordered, 
which is supposed to be for additional 
taxation ; the officers opposed ; for- 
midable 'emeute at Thoulouse, and re- 
sistance at other places, [248 — 250] ; 
attempt to assassinate the Due d’Au- 
rnale ; arrest of the assassin Quenisset, 
£250—253] ; prosecution of the press, 
253} France joins in the treaty for 
suppression of the Slave-trade, [254] ; 
account of the foreign trade of France, 
254 ; list of the navy of, 55 ; attempt 
to assassinate the Duke of Orleans, 
82 ; speech of King of, on opening 
Chambers, 466 


Glass coffin* 127 

Haiti, treaty with, for abolishing Slave- 

Hanover, proclamation of King of, 463 
Harrison, death of General, President 
of the United States, [305] 

Hastings, abeyance of the ancient 

barony determined, o0 

Hill, “Tom,” sale of his library, 37 


Hunters* lodges, an illegal association 
on the American frontier of Canada ; 
proclamation of the President, [317] 

Ice, artificial, for skating, 123 

India— Final defeat of Dost Mahommed 
at Purwan, [272] ; be surrenders him- 
self to Sir W.M‘Naghten, [273]; pen- 
sioned and sent to Loodianah, [274] ; 
capture of the fort of Kheiat-i-Ghilzie 
by Major Lynch, and insurrection in 
consequence; rout of the Gbilzies, 

[274] ; Scinde-Khelat reoccupied by 
Nusseer Khan, chief of the Brahoei, 
but abandoned on approach of a Bri- 
tish force, [275] ; Brahoes defeated 
at Dadur, and again at Peer Chutta, 

[275] ; Lieutenant Loveday murdered ; 
surrender of Nusseer Khan, [275]; the 
Punjab ; death of Runjeet Singh, and 
consequent confusion, [276] ; the 
Overland Mail from ; February, 26 ; 
April, 41 ; June, 51 ; July, 62; Octo- 
ber, 85; December, 112; effects of 
reduced postage to, 42 

Inundations in the country, 12 ; at 
Brentford, 12 

Iron churrch, 79 

Ireland — Lord Stanley revives his 
measure for Registration of Voters in, 
[38] ; rival bill introduced by Go- 
vernment, [41] ; four nights’ debate 
on second reading of latter ; carried 
by 5, [52] ; Lord John Russell post- 
pones committal to 23rd of April, 
Lord Stanley bis to 28th April, [54] ; 
debate in committee on Government 
bill; Government twice defeated on 
clause 1, [59—61]; Government 
throw up the bill, [62]; Sir R. Peel 
states that his Government will not 
press their measure, [216] 

Jamaica— New iron lighthouse on Mo- 
rant Point, 81 ; speech of the Gover- 
nor-general of, 427 

Jews Civil Disabilities Removal nill- 
carried in the Commons, (65 — 68J; 
thrown out by the Lords, [ 68 ] 

Jones, the intruder at Buckingham 
Palace, 36 

Kemble, the debflt of Miss Adelaide, 
at Covent Garden, 102 

Khelat, reoccupied by the natives, and 
again abandoned, [275] 

Khelat-i-Ghilzie, capture of the fort of, 
and consequent insurrection, 274 

Laffargo, Madame, condemned for steal- 
ing Madame Leotaud’s jewels, 70 
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Law CifES— Trial of the Earl of Car- 
diffan, 242 ; of Captain Douglas, 
278 ; of Alexander M‘Leod, 280 j 
Wood v . Goodlake, Helps, and others; 
Decision of the Privy Council, 292 ; 
Reeve r. Kent, 302 ; Court of Chan- 
cery; rules and orders of the Court, 
304 ; distringas on stock, 311 ; 
Attorney-General v. FishmoiiKer, 
Company, 313; Waldo o. Waldo, 314; 
Robinson v. Grant, 315 ; Hale t*. 
Hale, 316 ; Attorney- General e. Dul- 
wich College, 319; Attorney-Genera 
a, Prettyman and others, 321; trial 
of M. 8. Wallace and P. M. 8. Wal- 
lace ; loss of the Dryad, 322 ; their 
confessions, 334 ; of Robert Blakcs- 
ley for murder of James Burdon, 
337 - of Josifth Misters, for attempt 
to murder, 342; Bogle e. La™ on - 
352 ; Rouse v. Fivas, 363 ; Martin v . 

Estcott, 364 . . . 

Leon, don Diego, shot for participating 
in the insurrection in laeour of the 
ex-Regent Christina, [267], 93 
Liturgy, insertion of Prince Alberts 
name in the, 21 .... , 

Loyeday, murder of Lieutenant, 
Scinde, 1276) 


Magicienne, French frigate lost, 42 
Marriages, 146 . 

M'Leod, case of, Alexander : his 

by officers of the United States ; cor- 
respondence between Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Forsyth, 13101 ; discuss.oniu 

the House of Representatives; g«*t 

public excitement ; report presented 
to Congress, [3121 ; h.s trial and 

May noort ' coHege, of, further grant to. 

Admiral Stopford. and a«epted by 
him, [2851; surrenders the turn 
ish fleet, L286J ; firmans usued i ap- 
pointing him hereditary Pasha of 

M'mfstryt listtf the, on August 19, 128 ; 

Sir Robert Peel’s, 130 , (Amnted 
Misters, execution of, for attemp 
murder of Mackreth, 40 
Money left in Railway “94 

his housekeeper, 4; in 
of Mr. Burdon, 83; of * “ al ? wfes 
Sheerness, B7 : at AmpthiH, of Miss 
^y lni Crouch, 89; at Burnley, 

Vol. LXXXIII- 


Murders — continuad- 

two persons killed, and suicida of the 
murderer, 107 

Naval actions, loss of life in, 18 

Navy, royal, in commission on January 

Newfoundland, speech of the Governor 

of, 429 , _ „ f 

Niagara, destruction of the rails ot, 
(successful American hoax), 34 

Nottingham, election for, Mr. VValter 
returned ; Poor-law agitation, 130 J, 
45 

p ar is — project of fortifying, discussed ; 
report of committee ; its enormous 
expense, and adopted, [238] | ; project 
of supplying with water, 1-4 

Parlument— SU te of public opinion at 
the meeting of, [1] ; opening of : by 
her Majesty ; speech from the throne 
r31 ; address in answer, moved in the 
Lords by Earl Ducie, seconded by 
Lord Lurgan, [4] j debate ; ■ 
airrecd to, [91; address of the Com- 
mons moved by Lord Br» b az"n, 
seconded by Mr. Grantley Berkeley, 

1 101 ; debate thereon, [10]; Lord John 
Russell defends the Eastern policy of 
his Government, [121 ; bis declara- 
tions a* to domestic p°l ,c y> l 1 ’} » 
Mr. Hume moves an amendment, 
1161 ; Sir Robert Peel’s speech . re- 
views our foreign relations, es^c.any 

with France in reference to rurkey, 
[161; Ixwd Palmerston s speech in de 
fence, [18] ; amendment withdrawn, 

i ad'dresi agreed to [19] i "o'* 

debate, [19] ; thanks of the House 
voted to Sir R. Stopford, &-e.< [22] , 

; jf-saarsT-iS 


[23] ; state ot pum.c ,T , _ £ eU 
the subject, [23] ; Lo^ fobn Russril 

nroDonea to continue powers ot com 
proposes w ^ vehement 

miasioners for . sec0 nd 

opposition ; leave given, l; 5 |» se . c 

feasaSKJS* 

ssasrssaafB 

ISi; 

gas^assjiUh wi 
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Parliament— continued* 

Wd sill Regi8 f ration of Voters ; 
Lord Stanley revives his bill of 1840 

for Re (orm of, [38] ; rival bill of 

petu miT- ‘ ( ntrodueed b y Lord Mor- 

petu, j41J ; four night’s debate nn 
bm° n wh-T diDg ° f Lord Morpeth’s 
five’TfiiN 'LTiH ^ m *j 0 rityof 

i L -J , Lord John Russell post- 
pones the committal to 23rd Apri 
severe remarks thereon, [52] ; jQ 

biM n to y -\s™!“i d ' a | el f y - Postpones his 
£ to -Sth April, [54] ; Debate in 

Committee on the Govemmmbill" 
nnimrtant alteration in S " ' | 

Lord Honnck^ amendment carried 

W? d m ^ the Com,n °n8 by Sir R 

fc 7 l" d o Mr - G H la - dstone "“tried; 

^ Mi opposed in the Lords bv 

5 shop of London, and rejected 

tiled ^ 1 ° pe ?- ' eeobition ; ne gl’ 

sssn^^rss 

abandoned, f87— 881 • ^ - tlme and 

is* \sra~- 

of the c"mn“ilo fi r Da of CI F4 t T temen ‘ 

% fSra 

of the opposition i / e ” ark » 

preparation of either * Budget > an d 
contest, mi . P a «X for the i 

CaTadt 1 

fth'e • 

Sugar Question . ] ’? C ! Mte the 


Sugar Question • 5 ° eba ‘ e the 

by Viscount Sandon- re afti Ut '° n moved 

g7-r,4 ] S f^ t ?»' d *fe.urby g ^ 

^•arsaiS 


Parliament — continued, 

\ Sugar Duties , and Sir R. Peel iinme- 
Z. diately gives notice of motion of Want 

°l C ° nfi i ence ’ [114] ; Government 
abandon Poor-law Bill, [1 15] ; Cora- 
n laws discussed in Lords: public ex- 

• ^tejnent, [115]; Debate on Sir R. 
Peel’s motion of Want of Conbdence: 
summary of five night’s debate: car- 
ried by majority of 1, [116-134]; 

1 Ministers announce their intention of 

* dissolving Parliament without dis- 

1 cussing Corn-laws, [135] ; session vir- 

tually at end ; some bills abandoned, 
others permitted to pass, [136—138]; 
curious debate on bill for creating 
two additional Vice-Chancellors : Mi- 
nisters again defeated, [138-139]; 
Prorogation of Parliament by the 
Queen in [person; Speech from the 
Throne, [139—141]; review of the 
session, [141] ; state of parties at dis- 
solution ; Opposition claim support 
as Conservatives ; the Ministerialists 
as anti-monopolists, [143—145]; pro- 
gress of the general election, [146] ; 
abstract and analysis of the election 
returns, [147] ; Parliament opened 
by commission ; Speech from the 
lhrone, [146]; Address moved in 
Lords ; Earl of Ripon moves amend- 
ment of Want of Confidence; debate: 
amendment carried by majority of 
72, [149 — 169]; meeting of the 
House of Commons; Mr. Shaw Le- 
rcvre elected Speaker without oppo- 
sition, [170-172]; Address moved 

r ** arIc Philips, and Amendment 
oMVant Confidence, by Mr. Stuart 
Wortley ; four nights’ debate; sum- 
mary of arguments ; speeches of Sir 
a ” ee * an< * k° r< * ^ usse h» 

Amendment carried by majority of 
PI i [172 — 195] ; Amendment moved 
by Mr. S. Crawford : split in Radical 
Party; is rejected, [195-1961; Queen’* 
answer to Address, [196] ; resigna- 
tion of Ministers announced by Vis- 
count Melbourne in Lords, by Lord 
J- Russell in Commons, [197—108]; 

(orms his Government, 
and House adjourns for re-elections; 
Ost of new Ministry, [198—200] ; on 
House re-assembling Sir R. Peel 
states his course : his intention to 
postpone his financial measures ; ve- 
hemently attacked, [201—214] ; Mr. 
mil move8 t0 8t0 P the Supplies, 
ir * ^peated discussion on state 
? i™ country, [214—217] ; Fintn- 
ctal plane of the Chancellor of the 
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Parliament — continued. 

Exchequer, and comments of Oppo- 
sition, [217 — 221] i Viscount Mel- 
bourne attacks the Financial plan in 
the Lords, and debate, [221 — 2*24] ; 
Equity Judges Bill passed, [224] ; 
Poor-law Continuance Bill moved for 
six months ; violent discussions ; 
passed, [224—228] ; Parliament pro- 
rogued by Commission ; speech from 
the Throne, [228] ; opening of, 16, 
75 ; strike of the masons at the new 
Houses, 81 ; method of dissolving in 
Elizabeth’s reign, 96 
Poetry, 563 

Persia, Commercial treaty with, 461 
Political Economy, 1 1 
Poor-law Amendment Continuance Act 
— power of Commissioners being 
nearly expired, Ministers propose to 
continue for ten years, [23] ; vehe- 
ment opposition ; second reading car- 
ried, [31] ; committal opposed and 
carried, [31]; clause one, substi- 
tution of five years for ten, [32] ; 
further progress of bill ; dropped at 
the dissolution, [34] ; bill for six 
months continuance introduced by 
Sir R. Peel’s Government and passed, 
[224—228] 

report of Commissioners for 

Ireland, [35] ; inquiry in Lords : 
Clonmell Union, [3o] 

Portuoal — Dispute with Spain respect- 
ing the navigation of the Douro; 
convention of 1835 ; preparations for 
war; dispute amicably settled by the 
interference of England, [258 — 270]; 
change of ministry, [2J0] 

Postage, working of the new plan in 
Ireland, 32 ; returns, 423 
President, loss of the steam -ship, 41 
Prince’s Theatre, sold, 78 , 

Princess Royal, christening of the, 22 
Promotions, 155 

Prussia, treaty with German Customs’ 
Union, 459 

Punishment of death — Mr. F. Kelly 
and Lord J. Russell introduce bills 
for abolishing: the former abandoned, 
the latter carried, [85 — 87] 

Public Documents and State Papers — 
Domestic— Finance Accounts, 374; 
Trade and Navigation, 390 ; list of 
Acts (public and private) Session 
1 841 , 393 ; prices of stock, 404 ; aver- 
age prices of corn, hay, clover, straw, 
and butchers’ meat, 405 ; bills of 
mortality, bankrupts and insolvents, 
and meteorogical table, 406 ; Bank of 
England ; university honours, 404 ; 


Public Documents, 8c c. — continued. 
the census, 412 ; postage returns, 
423 ; act appointing the new Judges, 
427. Colonial : speech of the Go- 
vernor-General of Jamaica, 427 ? of 
the Governor of Newfoundland, 429 ; 
allairs of Canada 431. Interna- 
tional : Convention with Haiti for 
suppressing Slave-trade, 452 ; with 
the Argentine Republic for the same, 
454; convention of commerce with 
the German Customs Union, 459; 
treaty of commerce with the Shah of 
Persia, 461. Foreign: Proclamation 
of the King of Hanover, 463 ; speech 
of the King of the French, 466 

Punjab, transactions in the; death of 
Runjeet Sing, and consequent con- 
fusion, [276] 

Purwan, defeat of Dost Mabommed by 
Sir R. Sale at, [272J 


Q ueen D owager, dangerous illness of, 1 06 

Rachel, Mdlle. debfit of, the French 
actress, 46 

Rowing match, between Oxford and 
Cambridge Universities, 43 
Roval Academy, exhibition of “pictures, 
45 

Royal elopement, 47 
Royal George , Colonel Pasley’s ope- 
rations on the wreck of, 61 
Runjeet Siqg, death of, [276] 


Saldanba Bay, important discovery of 
water at, 72 
Sandwich election, 46 
Sheriffs Evans and Wheelton, presenta- 
tion of plate to, 57 ; list of, for the 
year 1841, 141 

Scinde — Khelat abandoned, Nusseer 
Khan defeated at Dadur and Peer 
Chutta, and surrenders, [275] 
Sbaksperiana, sale of “ Tom Hill s 
collection, 37; Shakspeare’s signa- 


ture sold, 49 ; 

Shipwreck of the William Brown t hor- 
rible fete of the passengers, 48 ; of 
the Minstrel, one hundred and forty- 
eight lives lost, 49 ; of the ot. 
George , 73 - 

iimpson, munificent bequest of Dr., ot 
Worcester, 18 

flave-trade, treaty of, suppressing, 
[254] ; capture of the Josephine 
slaver, 64 

Jpain — Q uarrel with Portugal respect- 
ing the navigation of the Douro ; 
convention of 1835 ; preparations for 
war ; interference of England claimed 
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Spain— 'ton tinned. 

by Portugal, and the question referred 
and settled amicably, [258]; Papal 
Nuncio expelled by Espartero, [261 J ; 
sitting of the Cortes ; Espartero 
elected sole Regent, [261]; forms a 
new ministry, [262] ; Arguelles ap- 
pointed guardian to the young Queen, 

[262] ; manifesto of the Queen- 
mother and reply of the Regent, 

[263] ; insurrection in the Basque 
provinces in favour of theex-Regent : 
its early success, [265] ; attempt to 
carry off the Queen and Infantas from 
Madrid fails, [266] ; Diego Leon 
shot, [267]; energy of the Regent 
and suppression of the insurrection, 
[267] ; correspondence between the 
ex-Regent and M. Olozaga, [268] ; the 
attempt to carry off the youug Queen, 
88 ; romantic escape of a Spanish 
officer, 1 12 

Spitalfields Church struck by light- 
ning, l 

State Papers, see Public Documents. 

Stock dale v - Hansard ; presentation of 
plate to Sheriffs Evans and Wheelton, 


Stopford-'-Thanks of the House voted 
to, for operations in Syria, [22] 

Storm at X.iverpool, two elm relies de- 
stroyed, 75 ; in London, 95, 110 

Streatham Church struck by light- 
ning, 1 

St. Bartholomew’s Church sold by auc- 
tion, 6 

St. Sulpice — Lord Sydenham’s ordi- 
nance respecting seminary at, at- 
tacked in the Lords ; opposition 
withdrawn, [75 — 78] 

SU r K ^ DuliesC “P ro P° sed a * ter *tion in, 
[?0] 5 public excitement, [93, 94, 961; 
nine nights’ debate—Miuiaters de- 
fcated by 36, [37-114]; utual an- 
nual Sugar Duties moved, and imme- 
diate notice of motion of want of 
confidence given by Sir R. p ee l, 
[114] 

Suicide of a sentinel in Chatham 
Dockyard, 17 ; of Mrs. Mary Russell 
»t Croydon, 64 ; of a youth, at Cray- 
don, b6 J 

Sunderland Lighthouse, removed entire, 

Sykes, Nelson’s coxswain, death of, 49 


Syria— Thanks of the Houss voted to 
Sir R. Stopford and forces for opera- 
tions in, [22] ; disasters of Ibrahim 
Pasha’s retreat, 39 

Thames Tunnel, first thoroughfare com- 
pleted, 123 

Timber Duties, proposed alteration in, 
[90, et seqJ] 

Turkey — Conditions offered to Mehe- 
met Ali by Admiral Stopford: ac- 
cepted by him, [285] ; Mehemet Ali 
surrenders the Turkish fleet, [286] ; 
Firmans appointing Mehemet Ali 
hereditary Pasha of Egypt: general 
settlement of the dispute, [286]; 
melancholy 6tate of Syria, [287]*, 
curious firmans, 63 

United States — Message of the Pre- 
sident (Van Buren) ; discussion upon 
relations with England, [290] ; Gene- 
ral Harrison inducted into the Pre- 
sidency, [294]; his inaugural address, 
[294] ; his sudden death, [305]; the 
Vice-President, Mr. Tyler, becomes 
President, [306] ; his address, [306] ; 
case of Mr. M‘Leod ; correspondence 
between Mr. Fox aud Mr. Forsyth, 
[310] ; discussion in the House of 
Representatives, 1311] ; great public 
excitement on the subject, [312] ; 
report presented to Congress, [312]; 
trial of Mr. M'Leod — bis acquittal, 
[317] ; establishment of a national 
bank, [317] ; the new Cabinet, [317]» 
H unters* Lodges’; proclamation of the 
President, [317] ; dispute as to the 
“ Right of Search,” [319] ; circular 
on death of President of, 44 

University Honours, 404 

Vauxball Gardens, sale of, 77 

voyage of the Whim , 118 

Wales, birth of the Prince of, 104; 
copy of patent of creation, 114 

Walsall election, 19 

Warner, Mr. trial of his plan for de- 
stroying forts and vessels, 27 

Windsor Castle, robbery of plate, Ac. 
at, 38 

Wood, of Gloucester, summary of hi* 
estate, 74 

Woolwich convicts, mortality among* 52 
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